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President’s
Message

President Erickson spends time
with students Roxana Castillo
and Dan Stevens during a new
student orientation session at
the Bethlehem Campus.

Transforming lives
is what we do

If I could pick a season to last the entire year, it would be
the fall. Sure, the colors, smells, even temperatures feel just
about right to me. But more than any of those, the reason
it’s the season of choice for me is simple. It is our students.
After months of relative summer serenity on our campuses, NCC hallways erupt in the fall with the
marvelous, outrageous din of students of every size, shape, age, color and background. Their energy seeps
through the walls and their enthusiasm permeates the air. Parking lots teem with energy and hallways
bustle with the promise of a new academic year.
Truly, students transform our college. And we, in turn, transform their lives. It’s something we are blessed to be able to do and why we are here. In fact, it’s why I and so many of our faculty and staff members
come to work each day.
This year, nearly 30,000 students will learn at one of our four campuses and centers. They are recent
high school graduates just starting their college careers and young professionals acquiring training to
land their dream jobs. They are first-generation college students with bold entrepreneurial visions and
working parents learning online.
They are military veterans returning from active duty, area employees upskilling for their next promotion and retired professionals staying engaged in learning. They are international students from halfway
around the world and local residents from right across the street.
Many have inspiring stories. But no matter what their situations, we serve all students proudly. We are
after all the largest, most diverse college in the region. But first and foremost, we are “a college of the
community,” responding in real time to the needs of the community we serve.
That commitment to our students and to our community is front and center in our current Transforming Lives campaign. The campaign embodies the powerful impact this college has had in changing the
lives of our students, ensuring college access and supporting student success.
As the largest fundraising effort in our 50-year history, the $17 million campaign has as its primary goal
to ensure access to a Northampton education for those who need it the most. We hope to do that by funding 100 percent of the financial need for all Pell-eligible students in Northampton County and increasing
the scholarships for our Monroe students.
Other campaign priorities include expanding student learning beyond classrooms through enhanced
study abroad internship opportunities and construction of a new “Living Laboratory” for the East 40 Community Garden at NCC.
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CREATING A LEGACY

Through your will you can create your own personal legacy at Northampton
that will empower future generations of students who in turn will go on to
transform thousands of lives through their own contributions.

A key campaign focus has also been the creation of a community hub to spark innovation
and entrepreneurship, something that came
to fruition this September when we officially
opened the new Follett Family Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. Funded half by
Pennsylvania state grants and support, and the
other half by private donations, it has revolutionized the Fowler Center’s first floor in South
Bethlehem.
Featuring a dramatically expanded Fab Lab,
the facility also includes a trendy coffee shop/
restaurant called Zime, a multistory glass
atrium entrance and a one-stop help desk to
engage visitors and tell the NCC story. The
center truly is an unparalleled resource to
support entrepreneurship in communities we
serve while fostering the critical-thinking skills
our students will need to thrive in the world. It
provides real-world opportunities to put theory

into practice and is poised to transform lives on
so many levels across all our campuses and all
the communities we serve.
Opening the center wasn’t our only major
milestone this fall. We also commemorated
30 years of changing lives in Monroe County.
A number of events celebrated this milestone,
punctuated by a formal celebration for donors
and dignitaries in October. This culminating
event provided an occasion to reflect on the
thousands of individuals we have impacted since
establishing a home for NCC in Monroe County.
It also offered the opportunity to reflect on how
we can influence thousands more as we continue
to invest in and enhance our Monroe campus.
To that end, we established several new
programs on the Monroe Campus including our
first Registered Nursing program cohort that
began this fall, filled to capacity! In addition, we
opened a new state-of-the-art nursing simula-
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tion lab and debuted a new Center for Teaching,
Learning and Technology (something we also
added at our Bethlehem campus). A mini Fab
Lab is also in the works!
I hope you will join us in our quest to change
students’ lives by supporting our Transforming
Lives campaign in whatever way you are able. It
truly is one of the most rewarding ways you can
spend your time or treasure. The return you will
get on your investment in changing the lives of
those who need your help the most is priceless!
Warm regards,

Mark Erickson
President

NCC News
www.northampton.edu/news

President Mark Erickson (left) addresses
guests at the grand opening of the
Follett Family Center for Innovation &
Entrepreneurship. Above, Dr. Erickson
and his wife Lin at the event. Below
right, the center’s main entryway. Below
left, special guests, left from bottom to
top Rep. Steve Samuelson, Beall Fowler,
Robert Fehnel, Jeanne and Steven Follett
and Raja Bhattacharya. Right from bottom to top Rep. Marcia Hahn, Mike and
Diane Molewski, Mark Erickson, Lauren
Loeffler and Jeffrey Boerner.

Innovation in action

NCC’s new Follett Family Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship is
officially open for business! The multimillion-dollar facility held its formal grand
opening in September, offering students and community residents a dynamic,
state-of-the-art space for education and training related to developing an entrepreneurial mindset and related skills.
Located in the college’s Fowler Center in South Bethlehem, the new space
also provides interested community members and students with the tools and
support needed to launch new businesses. Featured is an expanded Fab Lab
of more than 7,500 square feet with a fully equipped wood shop and dedicated spaces/labs for plastics, 3D printing, lasers and metals. It is also home to
the Martin Guitar Luthier Lab.
“The Follett Family Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship will help
build skills, both academic and experiential, provide training across technologies and launch innovative ideas, including new business endeavors,” said
Raja Bhattacharya, director of the center. “Our rapid prototyping facilities connected to the Fab Lab, combined with our training and educational outreach
efforts will add tremendous value to the region’s entrepreneurial ecosystem.”
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Hershey School
partnership
NCC has formed a partnership with the Milton
Hershey School to help support low-income,
first-generation college students. Through the
partnership, the institutions will provide individualized support and resources to qualified
students.
“Partnering with Northampton Community
College is an important step in our mission to
help our students break the cycle of poverty,”
said Hershey School Vice President of Graduate Programs for Success Tanya Baynham. “By
working alongside NCC, we can better support
students as they achieve their goal of being one
of the first members of their family to receive a
college degree.” The Milton Hershey School is a
cost-free school for children with financial need
located in Hershey, Pa.

STUDENT
SUCCESS

NORTHAMPTON
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

What’s your dream job?
NCC’s free online career assessment
tool is now available as part of its latest
effort to help students identify a career
path, select a related major and graduate on time. Called the Student Success
GPS program, which launched this fall,
the initiative also links students with
personal success navigators to work
with them in identifying career interests
and developing customized education
plans to earn their NCC degrees in a

NCC goes 100%
renewable

related field.
The Pennsylvania Department of
Education awarded Northampton a
$570,000 grant to create new work
spaces for Success Navigators to
engage with students in the career
exploration process. Which NCC
programs best match your interests and
strengths? Take the free NCC career
assessment and find out at Northampton.edu/success.

N

orthampton Community College took a big step
toward leading the Lehigh Valley on climate action by committing to purchase 100 percent of its
electricity from renewable wind energy sources
by the end of 2018. According to the U.S. EPA Green Power
Partnership, this change will make NCC the largest community college consumer of green power in the nation.
“This is an important part of our overall environmental
and energy conservation effort that strives to reduce our
carbon footprint and minimize energy use and costs,” said
Mark Culp, director, facilities and public safety. The move is
expected to save the college more than $135,000 annually
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by almost 70 percent.
NCC joins Lewis & Clark Community College, Raritan
Valley Community College, Bunker Hill Community College
and five others as environmental leaders in the country.
In Pennsylvania, NCC is keeping company with other
green college leaders like Carnegie Mellon University,
Drexel University, Gettysburg College, Dickinson College,
University of Pennsylvania and Temple University in making
the switch to renewable electricity.
The move to green power was identified as a priority of
the college by the Board of Trustees, the Sustainability Committee and the Ten-Year Environmental & Energy Conservation Plan of March 2018.

Emeril’s student surprise
At the annual Lehigh Valley Food and Wine Festival, celebrity Chef Emeril Lagasse
made the stunning announcement that eight NCC students, not three as originally planned,
won all-expense-paid externships in Lagasse’s New Orleans restaurants. Excited student
winners included Matthew Campisi, Kailee Dube, Hannah Georgis, Luke Guensch, David
Kucharczuk, Andrea Moretti, Gina Pearson and Rebecca Suta.
New this year to the popular festival, held at the Sands Event Center, was the addition of
the Pork Tasting Adventure Room by Clemens Food Group. The room featured a combination of delicious Clemens pork dishes paired with craft beers from Flying Fish Brewery.
Hosted by Sands Bethlehem in partnership with the Northampton Community College
Foundation, event sponsorship proceeds provide scholarship, externship opportunities
and hands-on experience for NCC’s culinary and hospitality students. To date, the Lehigh
Valley Food & Wine Festival has raised over $1.5 million.
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NCC News
www.northampton.edu/news

Brighter
futures

Bright Horizons Family Solutions, a national provider of early education and preschool, has launched a program to provide free college tuition for all full-time employees in the company’s centers thanks
to a partnership with four colleges, including NCC. Employees in
Bright Horizons’ Early Education Degree Achievement Plan can enroll
in related degree programs with one of four colleges located across
the country. NCC is the only one in Pennsylvania. The company operates more than 50 centers in Pennsylvania, including one in Easton.

Preparing students for
health care careers

T

his fall, leaders from NCC and Reading Area
Community College signed a cooperative
agreement enabling students to complete
their pre-clinical, general education courses at Northampton before applying to the Medical
Laboratory Technician or Respiratory Care programs
at RACC. Northampton students who are successfully
admitted to RACC’s Medical Laboratory Technician or
Respiratory Care Program will pay the Berks County
resident tuition and fees for the courses outlined in
the agreement.
“Through the agreement signed today, NCC
students will have new educational options to prepare
for careers in the fast-growing health care field,” says
Dr. Mark Erickson, president of NCC. “I know all of
our students who choose to transfer to Reading Area
Community College will be in very good hands, as
both our institutions share a common passion for
empowering student success.”

Students at NCC’s Monroe campus helped to celebrate the location’s 30th
anniversary.

30 Years Young
This fall NCC’s Monroe Campus celebrated 30 years of serving Monroe County
residents while looking ahead to a bright future. Special events for faculty, staff,
students, donors and special guests included a celebratory dinner and ribbon-cutting for the campus’ new state-of-the-art nursing simulation laboratory. The fall 2018
cohort of nursing students is the first to be able to take all of their classes for the
associate in applied science registered nursing degree fully at the Monroe Campus.
Yet another reason to celebrate!
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CELEBRATING THE
#SPARTANEXPERIENCE

Two highly anticipated welcome-back parties were
held at the beginning of the fall semester at NCC’s Bethlehem and Monroe campuses. Food, fun, games, music
and dancing were all part of the fare while students had
the chance to sign up for clubs and activities helping
them begin their journeys as Spartans!

Coach
OF THE YEAR

Head Coach Adrian Yaguez

Associate Director of Athletics and Northampton baseball
team’s Head Coach Adrian
Yaguez received the ABCA/
Diamond NJCAA Region G
Coach of the Year. In 2018, he
completed his 10th season
with the Spartans, bringing
his team to the playoffs nine
times. Yaguez also brought
home NJCAA District Coach of
the Year this year, as well as
leading the baseball team to
its second NJCAA Division III
World Series appearance.

MICRO BUT
positions in manufacturing.
NCC’s nine-week Micro-credentials in Manufacturing
Program is helping meet that
need by teaching students
lean manufacturing, quality assurance and blueprint
reading. Upon completion
graduates earn OSHA-10
certification and are ready to
step into their job searches
with sought-after skills. The
program is free to those who
qualify.

MIGHTY

Local employers are
in need of workers
trained for entrylevel, high-demand

President Erickson with international
students on campus last spring.

Erickson tapped
as CCID Chairman
NCC President Dr. Mark Erickson was appointed as board chair of Community
Colleges for International Development (CCID). His one-year term began in September. He has served as a member of the board since his arrival at NCC in 2012.
CCID’s mission is to “help members improve practices, participate in learning
communities, and collaborate to advance global opportunities at the college level.”
CCID has many resources for members, including a tool called PartnerFind, which
allows members at institutions to partner on study abroad programming, co-curricular activities and more.
Erickson will give the welcome address at the CCID annual conference next February in San Diego.
“CCID is pleased and excited to have Dr. Erickson leading the organization as the
board chair for the coming year,” said Carina Caldwell, interim executive director
for CCID. “Global learning is an essential component of higher education. I am confident that under Dr. Erickson’s leadership, CCID will continue to serve a vital role in
this advocacy and will continue to expand our influence and our global reach.”

Playing it safe

Bethlehem’s HMK Insurance selected NCC’s Center for Business & Industry to
provide safety training, the Occupational Health and Safety Administration compliance training and workplace hazard assessment to its clients this fall. NCC and HMK
also partnered to organize and host an Economics of Risk Management and Safety
Compliance event for local businesses to learn more about risk management, safety
training and OSHA compliance.
According to OSHA, businesses spend more than $170 billion each year on
workplace injuries and illnesses. Safety and health management programs like those
organized through this unique partnership can reduce those costs by 20-30 percent.
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Fighting hunger
in Monroe

Pocono Mountains Hunger
Coalition of Monroe County
United Way partnered with
NCC during the summer
months to bring no-cost meals
to children ages 18 and under
at the Monroe Campus. “It’s
been great to see kids come
in who otherwise would not
have a meal,” said Dee Raneri,
associate director of community
education at NCC.  
The partnership between the
coalition and NCC supplements
food sources for youth in the
community, many of whom go
hungry in the summer when
school lunch and breakfast programs cease. Children enrolled
in NCC’s Horizons for Youth
summer programs could also
take advantage of the free meals.

Real-world risk
management

In 2013, a Texas fertilizer fire
and explosion killed 15, injured
260 and caused widespread
damage. It’s an incident that
remains fresh in the minds
of many and is still shaping
industry discussion on chemical
storage and the importance of
having a sound disaster plan
should the unthinkable occur.
To that end, NCC’s corporate
and public safety program organized a free workshop for business and industry professionals
to assist them in emergency
planning, facility security, and
chemical safety and transportation. Attended by more than
200, the workshop was hailed
by many for its comprehensive
approach and valued insights
into chemical safety.

Year of the Dog

This fall, NCC kicked off its Annual Humanities Theme, Humanities Best Friend: Dogs and the Human
Saga. Related programming during the year is conveying the ancient nature of the relationship between humans and dogs. To celebrate, faculty and staff members were encouraged to bring their pups
to campus for a cookout and picnic. Pictured above, Associate Professor of Nursing Marie Everhart’s
pooch Bella looking sharp at the event.

Working it!
To help expand the number of qualified job seekers in the Lehigh Valley while addressing
skill gaps for high-demand occupations, NCC partnered with PA CareerLink and Lehigh Carbon
Community College for a new, innovative initiative called “Work It.” The program offers handson training at the colleges in a range of programs led by instructors who have practical experience in the field. Students completing training programs leave with highly sought-after skills to
give them an edge in their job searches. Learn more at workitLV.com.
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Colombia
connection

A select group of NCC students headed to South America last summer for a trip of a lifetime. Led by Professor of
English Kelly Allen, students Anna Boyer, Sarah Kivert, Michael Nieves, Elisa Plaza, Jamie Ratchford and Daniel Stevens ventured to Colombia in May and June. Sponsored by
100,000 Strong in the Americas Innovation Fund, the trip’s
purpose was to study sustainable food production methods
in the Antioquia region of Colombia and to share models
that are being used in the East 40 Community Garden at
NCC. Read Ratchford’s account of the trip on page 14.

Welcome,
Mr. Secretary
Sec. Patrick McDonnell, right, of the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection was at NCC’s Fowler Center
recently to meet with Dr. John Barkanic
of Northampton’s Emerging Technology
Applications Center (ETAC). ETAC received
grant funding from the DEP to perform
energy assessments for manufacturers in
22 eastern Pennsylvania counties. McDonnell and Barkanic discussed the program
and reviewed environmental impacts and
energy savings for the year, which totaled
over 3 million kilowatt-hours.
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NCC students headed
to Colombia during
the summer to study
sustainable food production. Left, some of
the NCC group lend
a hand to keep their
bus moving ahead
on the back roads
of Colombia.

Perspectives

By DR. CHARLES RINEHIMER
PROFESSOR OF PHYSICAL SCIENCES

hen I received an email from Dr. Elizabeth
Bugaighis requesting proposals for the
2018-2019 Annual Humanities Theme, my
finger immediately went to the delete button.
Having spent my professional pursuits (professor of biology and veterinarian) and personal
endeavors (nature traveler and wildlife photographer) entrenched in the sciences, I was doubtful I
could contribute to, let alone spearhead, an entire
academic year of activities based in the realm of
humanities.
That being said, my inherent curiosity and the challenge of revealing a quintessential amalgam of science and the humanities got the
better of me. What part of my expertise and life experience could
translate into a humanities topic, one with universal appeal, inclusivity and spanning all disciplines on campus? The answer lay at my feet
— quite literally, as my four-legged companions, Rosie and Maggie,
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Humanities
best
friend
Dogs and the
human saga

snoozed under my desk. DOGS!
Of course! But not just dogs as our beloved pets. To be a true humanities topic, worthy of the esteemed endowment-funded Annual
Humanities Theme, I needed to reach deeper, to comprehend the role
that the domestic dog, canis lupus familiaris, has played in shaping
the human experience since the very beginning.
Exactly how and when dogs became domesticated is unclear. Many
species of animals have shared the Earth with humans since the dawn
of civilization. However, it is dogs that became our comrades. For
example, while there are paintings of many animals — bears, lions,
hyenas — on the walls of the Chauvet Cave in France that date back
30,000 years, it is the fossilized footprints of a dog that accompanies
those of a young child on the floor of that same cave. This speaks volumes as to the dog’s place in our saga as humans — alongside us, with
us, shaping our humanity.
There is evidence that by 15,000 years ago, humans and wolves
hunted together, not as master and servant, but as equals, in a sym-

biotic relationship that benefited both. This connection has not been
broken through many millennia. Dogs went to battle with Roman
legions and still accompany Navy SEAL teams. They were painted with
kings and are still photographed with presidents. They journeyed with
us across the globe and led us into space.
It is these complex relationships that I want to explore. How
do dogs affect us as a species? How have their roles evolved from
wolves patrolling the perimeters of human settlements to service dogs warning a child of an upcoming seizure? Why have they
become part of cultures around the world? Join me in this Chinese
year of the dog to explore Humanities Best Friend: Dogs and the
Human Saga.
During the 2018-19 academic year, NCC is celebrating its Annual Humanities Theme — Humanities Best Friend: Dogs and the Human Saga, with a
series of related events and programs on its campuses. Visit northampton.edu
for more information.
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Perspectives
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100,000
strong
In the summer of 2017 I was working on a farm in
Stroudsburg, Pa., and dreaming of new adventures in
faraway places. I enrolled in the journalism program at
Northampton to work toward my dream of becoming a
photojournalist. Little did I know it was just the first leg
of a journey that would lead me to Colombia, studying
the nation’s sustainable food systems.
When I learned that the college had a study abroad
program, I knew I had to get involved. With my experience in farming, the Colombia trip was of particular
interest. Sponsored by 100,000 Strong in the Americas
Innovation Fund, the trip’s purpose was to study sustainable food production methods in the Antioquia region of
Colombia and to share models being used in the East 40
Community Garden at NCC.
The 100,000 Strong in the Americas Innovation Fund is
a partnership that includes the U.S. Department of State,
U.S. Embassies, Partners of the Americas, the Association
of International Educators, companies and foundations, all working to connect higher education networks
throughout the Americas. It hopes to inspire American
colleges to team up with other higher education institutions in the rest of the Western Hemisphere to increase
access to student exchanges/training opportunities and
to strengthen education cooperation and competitiveness in the Americas.
Thanks to the 100,000 Strong program, and my scholarship through the NCC Foundation, I was able to go on
what would turn out to be a life-changing trip.
Traveling to Colombia was a humbling experience. I
had to learn many things, like how to communicate in
Spanish, how to navigate my surroundings and how to
count in pesos. Everything was new and exciting. I felt
like a kid again.

The Sustainable Foods course brought us behind the
scenes of farm life in Santa Rosa de Osos. We visited
several farms, witnessing firsthand what goes into
producing food for the region. It shed new light on the
hard work that the laborers do every day. I began to gain
perspective on my own life. I often take for granted all
that I have, like a secure roof over my head.
As our bus drove up the mountains to a sugarcane
plantation, past miles of grassy hillsides and grazing
cattle and into the higher elevations where houses
became few and far between, I saw many crude shacks
with plastic roofs. The roads were terrible, and thick clay
made it almost impassable. We saw Colombians riding
on horseback or steering mules loaded down with milk
canisters and bags of grain.
In the panela factory, we saw workers soaked in sweat
as they processed sugar canes. The more I learned about
Colombia’s history of civil war, the more I began to
understand the incredible transformation the country is
undergoing. Working in agriculture is not easy, but it has
created jobs for the people while providing food for the
country.
Our class visited the National Vocational Training
Agency (SENA). At the Santa Rosa facility, the focus was
on the economic and social impact of local agriculture.
SENA works to help people improve their communities
by providing training and education.
They foster a social network as well as entrepreneurship incentive programs to help provide funding for
projects that will positively impact the region by creating
jobs. It was incredibly uplifting to see the people of Colombia working tirelessly to improve their quality of life
and the country they call home. I am inspired to cultivate
an environment of the same good will here at NCC.
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By JAMIE
RATCHFORD

JOURNALISM, MEDIA
AND PROFESSIONAL
WRITING MAJOR
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By DR. CHRISTOPHER
MCGUNNIGLE

ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

Superheroes
& their monstrous origins

Superhero movies have been all the rage
lately. Black Panther alone took in over
$1.3 billion worldwide, the second highest-grossing film of 2018 behind another
Marvel movie, Avengers: Infinity War — the
fourth film in history to gross over $2 billion internationally.
Made up of black panthers, hulks and
ant men, the Avengers are a ragtag band of
misfits whose origins actually lie in darker
genres filled with dangerous monsters.
The roots of the modern superhero date
back to the 1940s when Marvel Comics
experienced its Golden Age, introducing
classic characters like Captain America
who served as symbols of anti-Nazi patriotism. As the war ended, the Golden Age
was replaced by the Monster Era, personifying fears of atomic Armageddon.
Instead of brave heroes, the Monster
Era was filled with fearsome creatures
like Groot from Planet X, X the Thing that
Lives, the Thing in the Black Box, and the
alien giant known as the Hulk. Amidst
these new fantastic creations, other Mar-

vel Monsters continued in the tradition of
reliable creature archetypes, including the
dragon Fin Fang Foom, the Spider, and the
Jekyll and Hyde Bruttu.
Although the Monster Era did not
last, it influenced the next generation of
comics known as the Silver Age. As Fantastic Four issue #1 hit the newsstands
in 1961, its members included the
rocky-hided brute known as the Thing.
Named after a popular Marvel Monster
epithet, this new Thing borrowed elements of visual design from his monstrous predecessors, including a gaping
maw, hollow eyes, an orange elephantine
hide, and that Jekyll and Hyde transformation from man to monster.
Other Silver Age Marvel superheroes
quickly followed in the footsteps of this
new monstrous hero. There was a new Incredible Hulk. Instead of the Spider, there
was the Spider-Man. Instead of creatures
from Planet X, there were the mutant
outlaws known as the X-Men. The front
cover of The Incredible Hulk #1 captured
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the nature of this new Silver Age superhero perfectly: ‘‘Is he man or monster or is
he both?’’
Marvel’s superhero movies owe a debt
to their monstrous origins. Iron Man, Thor
and Ant-Man all first appeared in Marvel
Monster comics like Tales of Suspense,
Journey Into Mystery, and Tales to Astonish, while the popular Groot is an actual
Marvel Monster. Even the Black Panther,
whose blockbuster film tackled the political traumas of racism, was born in a genre
blur of superheroes, monster comics and
jungle action-adventure.
As the Marvel Cinematic Universe celebrates its 10th anniversary, what comes
next is an exciting mystery. Maybe it’s time
you read some monster comics — and the
mystery might be revealed.
McGunnigle’s article “The Difference
between Heroes and Monsters: Marvel Monsters and Their Transition into the Superhero Genre” can be found in the special Monster Studies issue of University of Toronto
Quarterly.

Queen

When it comes to tending hive, no one knows
the buzz like NCC’s fourth-generation beekeeper
extraordinaire Sharon Zondag.
18

By DIANE STONEBACK

D

ressed in white from head to toe, Sharon
Jones Zondag looks like the heroine she is
to the bees she keeps and the students she
trains to care for them.
The fourth-generation beekeeper teaches
two Northampton Community College
courses on hive development and management, tending to
as many as half a million bees at the Bethlehem Township
campus’s East 40 Community Garden.
Although it is only 500 yards due east of the college’s
Penn Hall and the rest of the college’s bustling main campus, Zondag’s extended apiary classroom is nothing short
of a hive heaven. Unfettered and unsprayed, the 40 acres
of open land contains the bees’ hives, numerous vegetable gardens, an orchard of apple and pear trees, a special
pollinator garden of bees’ favorite flowers and plants, plus
a proliferation of their much-loved weeds, including golden
rod, dandelion, white clover and milkweed pods.
“Work here and your multitasking world fades away.
There’s no time for taking phone calls, sending texts and
shooting selfies. When you take the lid off a hive containing
60,000 bees, you had better be totally focused on what you
are doing,” Zondag says.
“Although it is an old-fashioned hobby, beekeeping has
never been more important. Bees are in trouble and that is a

major reason people take my classes,” she adds.
During the World War II era, 6 million hives called this
country home. Now, there are only 2.6 million.
Reasons for the decline include disappearing habitat,
widespread pesticide use, the mysterious colony collapse
disorder, and continued damage by mites, hive beetles and
wax moths. That means every bee and beekeeper count.
Zondag herself is a queen bee of sorts, having turned out
an estimated 200 potential BEEKS (short for beekeepers)
since she began teaching the four-hour classes in 2013.
Some have gone beyond establishing home hives to start
apiaries on other Lehigh Valley college campuses. Even if
her students don’t start their own hives, they’re bee-friendly advocates who can cross-pollinate ideas for helping the
bees, from planting their favorite nectar-rich flowers to
simply buying local honey.
“My courses launch students on a continuing journey
including extra trips to our hives, joining the Lehigh Valley
Beekeepers Association and taking classes and finding mentors,” she says. Her own adviser on anything bee related is
her 89-year-old dad. A 50-year beekeeper who still tends 20
hives of his own and frequently climbs ladders to capture
as many as 40 bee swarms annually, keeps Zondag supplied
CONTINUED ON PAGE 74
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NCC
From

By JACK CROFT
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NFL
To

Jim Wolak’s most amazing journey led him from Northampton Community College
to the front office of one of the NFL’s most storied franchises, the Miami Dolphins.
21

J

ust five years after graduating from
Northampton Community College, Jim
Wolak ’13 already has his dream job.
Not that it came easy.
Wolak is a videographer/editor for the

Miami Dolphins, filming the NFL team’s
games, practices and community events
and editing highly stylized, creative videos that run from 12 seconds to almost
five minutes. His work is featured on the
team’s website and social media channels.

“There’s only a hundred or so people who do what I want to
do,” Wolak says. “It’s very specific and very, very competitive. I
really had to work my butt off for it.”
The Dolphins job gives Wolak an all-access pass behind the
scenes to what is far and away the most popular sport in the
United States. And it has given him a perspective that few have
the opportunity to share.
“I hate to sound cliché, but the most interesting part about
working with NFL players is just realizing how human they are,”
says Wolak, a die-hard NFL fan for most of his life. “Yes, some of
these guys are superstars who make millions of dollars, but they
are still normal human beings like you and me.
“They like to talk about things other than football — like movies, music and sports. They have hobbies outside of their jobs
just like anybody else. If I ever make conversation with them, it’s
usually not football related because I’m sure they hear enough
of that.”
Wolak says the “colorful language” fans hear many players
and coaches use on the field is just a part of football. “It takes a
tough son of a gun to play in the NFL,” he says. “However, off the
field, these guys are extremely friendly and polite. The players
and coaches are awesome. I love interacting with them and I
love being able to assure fans that they’re good people.”

THE NEXT SPIELBERG
Wolak credits NCC’s Media Production Department (known
as Radio & TV Production when Wolak was there) and its head,
Communications Professor Mario Acerra, with fast-forwarding
his career.
“Mario’s super smart,” Wolak says. “He knows the industry and
he knows what he’s doing. And the studios there for TV broadcasting and radio are top notch. The equipment is better than
Temple’s (where Wolak earned his bachelor’s degree). And the
program is much more personal.”
When he arrived at NCC in 2011, Wolak actually had a different vision of his future. “My dream was to go to Hollywood, to be
the next Spielberg,” he says.
That dream dated back to his childhood growing up in Naz-

areth, Pa., when he would “borrow” his mother’s camcorder to
make movies starring his own little action figures. “They were
absolutely terrible,” Wolak says, laughing.
After earning his associate in applied science degree in radio
and TV Production at NCC, Wolak went to Temple University in
Philadelphia for his bachelor’s degree in Film and Media Arts. He
spent the final semester of his senior year in Los Angeles, working as an intern for a YouTube channel based out of the YouTube
Space, a place designed especially for creators to produce video
content, learn new skills and collaborate with the YouTube
creative community. Locations exist around the globe, including
Paris, Tokyo and Dubai.
He had made it to Tinseltown, but once there, “I just realized
making movies was not exactly what I wanted to do,” he says.
Wolak enjoyed working in video at the YouTube Space and had
always loved the NFL — especially the beautifully artistic productions made by the legendary NFL Films. So he set his sights
on a new goal: becoming a videographer for an NFL team.
The only problem was he was about to graduate and wouldn’t
have an opportunity to do an internship in sports media. So he
called an audible. The San Diego Chargers had announced that
they were going to move to Los Angeles. And on any day off he
had in California, Wolak and a classmate drove the approximately 240-mile round trip to San Diego and back to film a
documentary on the impending move and how it affected fans
who had spent their lives rooting for the Chargers.
“At the time, I was a Chargers fan who was passionate about
making sure the team stayed in San Diego, but I also knew in the
back of my mind that video could help me get a job in the NFL,”
he says.

A DREAM FULFILLED
After graduating from Temple, Wolak enlisted the help of an
old family friend to get an interview for a position as a game-day
ground camera operator for Penn State football. He got the job,
and the initial experience he needed filming football games, for
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 73

Pictured above, Wolak catches up with
Communications Professor Mario Acerra,
who helped focus his career direction. Below left, Wolak on the job in Miami; below
right, Wolak shares war stories about his
rise to the NFL with NCC students during
a recent campus visit.
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TALL
Faculty Profile
Gina Turner

Standing

By KATHERINE NOLL

Like most yoga postures, tree pose looks deceptively simple. Standing tall, you root into the ground with both feet before drawing one
foot up and pressing it into the inside of the opposite thigh. • With
hips squared forward and gaze directed softly ahead, balance is
maintained while focusing on the steady, rhythmic inhale and exhale through the nose, called the ujiyahi (ooh-JAH-yee) breath. •
You calm your mind by staying focused on the present moment
and your ujiyahi. If you can do that, while you might feel yourself
swaying like a strong tree in the wind, you won’t fall. 
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“When you start talking
to others, you realize
everyone has times of
misery and stress.”

NCC’s Associate Professor
of Psychology Gina Turner
(left) uses yoga to help her
maintain an inner balance and
deal with life’s challenges.

Graceful Gina Turner looks as if she
was born in tree pose, serene and smiling.
While it may be no surprise that the NCC
associate professor of psychology is also a
certified yoga instructor, what is astounding
is how she remains unbowed and deeply
grounded after life hurled hurricane-force
winds at her: her mother’s tragic early
death due to breast cancer and the devastating toll of a mental health condition that
led to her father’s suicide.
She is a testament to the ability to remain
resilient in the face of life’s challenges with
composure and grace. Yet this professor
also has a sense of adventure that has led
her on a journey from Seattle to Hawaii to
New York City before bringing her to NCC.
“I grew up in Seattle before the tech boom
in the 1970s,” Turner shares of her childhood. “It didn’t feel like a big city. It had a
small-city vibe, artsy, big music scene and
not super diverse.”
It was also pre-Nirvana, the band that put
Grunge music and the Seattle music scene
on the map. For the record, Turner “was
wearing flannel before it was cool.”
During her school years, Turner’s family
moved from a neighborhood that was predominantly Asian and African American to
a completely white one.
“There was some bullying. You find your
way, you find your tribe,” she said. To cope,
Turner pivoted toward music and theater,
finding friends and developing a passion for

the arts that is with her to this day, most
recently as a member of the cast of NCC’s
production of “Hair” in fall 2017.
“I’m the example of that performer who
is the wallflower introvert offstage,” says
Turner, who describes her teenage self as
“super shy and a huge reader.”
After high school, she enrolled at the
University of Washington with the intent of
becoming a math teacher. It was the college
where Turner’s parents, Vickie and Kwame,
had gotten their degrees.
“I was naturally good at math, but when
it got hard, packed in crowded lecture halls
with 700 other students, I grew disenchanted,” she says.
Plan B? A drama degree. “My theater
friends in high school got me into improv,
and we took workshops at Theatresports
[an improv comedy troop.] I roomed with
some people from the troop, so I thought,
why not?”
While Turner’s parents were concerned
about a major that doesn’t always have a
clear-cut financial future, they were supportive.
“I had a part-time job at the Seattle
Public Library; I was having fun and getting
a degree, so they were happy for me,” she
says. “However, when I graduated and got a
full-time clerk job at the library, my mom
was like ‘Phew!’”
Seemingly, Turner’s life was all mapped
out. Until the winds came in the form of a
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shattering breakup with her college boyfriend.
“My mom knew I was having a really
tough time but kept telling me how glad she
was I had a stable job, kept the apartment
we lived in together, and was doing so well
otherwise. And then I packed up and moved
to Hawaii,” Turner laughs.

LIFE IN GENTLE
HAWAIIAN BREEZES
It was initially a co-worker’s suggestion
that first led Turner to Hawaii, but just as
a vacation. But while there, she fell in love
with Maui. “I came home and told everybody I was moving there.”
No job. No apartment. Yet Turner’s parents had faith that she had a decent head
on her shoulders. And she did. Within two
days, she had an apartment. In four, a fulltime job.
Her adventurous spirit is something
Turner credits to her parents. “I was raised
by two very curious people. We traveled a
lot as a family, and they always were trying
and doing different things.”
Turner lived in Hawaii for two years,
working at a resort while becoming heavily
involved in community theater, singing and
dancing in productions of “Guys and Dolls,”
“West Side Story” and “A Chorus Line.”
The idyllic Hawaiian breezes wouldn’t
last. The winds came bearing down once
again, this time with the news that Turner’s

mother had been diagnosed with breast
cancer at the age of 47. Turner herself was
only 25 years old, yet she knew in order to
keep herself and her family grounded, she
needed to return home.

I was really interested in was how people
cope with the things that happen to them.”
She went back to the University of
Washington, eventually getting a bachelor’s
degree in psychology.

ADJUSTING YOUR SAILS
TO THE WIND

FINDING HER TRUE COURSE

The next four years would be life-altering ones in many ways. Turner landed a
job in the human resources department of
Nordstrom, while volunteering for a crisis
intervention hotline. But the focal point of
her life was her mother’s battle with cancer.
After she was given a terminal diagnosis,
her mother received hospice care at home
until she passed away at the age of 51.
“It was a terrible time, but through it all
it made an impression on me of what powerful work the hospice people were doing,”
she says.
Turner decided to train to become a
hospice volunteer. Her interest and her
crisis intervention work got her thinking
she could do this as a profession. “But what

For her next adventure, the winds carried
Turner east. She was seeking a doctorate
program and decided on The New School
for Social Research in New York City. She
moved four blocks away from the World
Trade Center’s South Tower on Aug. 21,
2001, and started a job at Nordstrom on
Sept. 11, 2001.
“I left my apartment at 8:30 a.m., and
when I came out of the subway, there was
all this smoke, confusion and panic,” she
remembers. “No matter what, New York is
a shock to your system for newcomers. But
after 9/11, it felt like everyone was learning
how to live in the city again.”
Yet Turner remained in the city for eight
more years while she finished her graduate degree and postdoctoral position at

The Mount Sinai Hospital. In that time,
she found another of her life’s passions:
the intersection of language, health and
psychology.
“I decided that the research side of
psychology wasn’t for me, nor was being
a counselor. The New School is where I
learned that I loved teaching. They put me
exactly on the path that I wanted.”
She moved to Jersey City and applied
for a teaching job at a Seattle community
college, with the intent of moving back to
the West Coast.
“I thought for sure I was going to get that
job,” she remembered. “When I didn’t, I
thought, since I’m going to be here awhile, I
might as well start dating.”
It was a fair wind that was blowing when
Turner met her future husband Drayson
Hounsome, currently the head coach of
Rider University’s women’s soccer team,
who hails from the island of Jersey in the
British Isles. The love affair slowed Turner’s
search for jobs across the country, and once
she and Hounsome settled in the Princeton
Upper right, Turner and her
parents, Vickie and Kwame,
circa 1968. Left, Turner as
a cast member of the NCC
theater production of “Hair”
with Jeff Armstrong, left,
and Kevin Gaughenbaugh.
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area of New Jersey, she began to look for
jobs closer to her new home. That’s when
she discovered Northampton.

NO REASON TO FEAR THE WIND
Today she’s teaching health psychology and cognitive psychology classes and
a research methods class for the honors
program.
A yoga enthusiast since the 1990s, Turner
decided to get certified to teach yoga, partly
“because I wanted to teach my students the
mind-body connection. Your ability to be
able to reach out to people when you are ill,
or stressed, can affect your ability to cope.
“I feel lucky that as a professor, it’s my job
to talk about stress management, and the
tools I teach them are something solid and
concrete that they can use for the rest of
their lives. I even do yoga in class with my
students.”
Part of her curriculum includes a health
intervention project, in which students
choose a health behavior they want to
change, like diet, exercise, sleep or stress
management, and journal about it while
trying new methods to effect change in
their behaviors.
Excerpts from her students’ journals
paint a picture of just how thought changing, and even life changing, the project is for
students:
“I have learned how hard ‘just doing
something’ can be, and have a deeper

respect for people who are trying to make a
change in their lives.”
“Within the first four days I began getting outside and exercising. In that short
time I noticed that I only had to use my
inhaler occasionally and after four more
days I had been breathing better than I
had in months, if not years. I am beyond
happy about it. I would like to thank you
for providing the motivation I needed to
get over my fears.”
“I think maybe you assigned us these
journal entries as a way to help us reflect
on ourselves differently. Self-observation is
a key to self-growth. This has helped me a
lot.”
Turner’s also been helping community
members as well as faculty and staff with
stress management as a yoga instructor
for the college’s adult personal enrichment
program.
Reneé Vannicola, administrative assistant
in the President’s Office, credits Turner’s
yoga class with helping her destress after a
busy day.
“Gina has a very calming voice. You can’t
help but feel relaxed,” Vannicola says. “Once
you take a class with her, you are hooked.
You will want to continue. She is an awesome yoga instructor.”
Tamara Tucker Mehlig, assistant to the
president, agrees. “Gina’s personality is so
energizing and motivating, you can’t help
leave class without a smile and feeling

29

relaxed.”
Turner’s sense of well-being, and deeply
rooted self-care, that she is able to share
with all the different students she works
with was once again put to the test with another family tragedy in the summer of 2017.
“My father had bipolar disorder and managed it really well throughout most of his
life, although he for sure had his ups and
downs,” she confides. “He took his own life.
That’s why it’s more important for me than
ever to be kind to other people and to instill
in my students the same.
“When you start talking to others, you
realize everyone has times of misery and
stress. I’m now doing a citizenship unit
as part of the NCC’s student leadership
program. Not only does the unit connect
students with community organizations
they can help, but it also makes them
examine their own values, how they can be
kind to people, and how to be as empathetic
as possible to others while managing their
own emotions.”
Swayed but not felled, Turner has put
down roots at Northampton and scattered
seeds of kindness that will sprout in the
community, no matter where the next
winds of adventure may take her.
Get help for yourself or a loved one by calling
the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at
1-800-273-8255 or visiting
suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

ach Day jumped, climbed and ran his way
into the hearts and homes of America this
fall, competing in one of the nation’s most
challenging tests of physical strength and
endurance, American Ninja Warrior!  Along the way,
the 19-year-old NCC general studies major became
the youngest person ever to advance to the program’s
National Finals in Las Vegas.
It was a dream that was more than 10 years in the making and one that had very personal
meaning for the competitor that has become known to fans as “All Day,” a play on his last
name and incredible stamina.
A Northampton, Pa., native, Day caught the Ninja bug early while watching “American
Ninja Warrior” at home with his dad, Brian. That’s when he first started thinking about what it
would be like to compete at the national level.
By the time he reached age 15, the Bangor High student was ready to roll, training for
Qualifiers, the first step to the American Ninja main stage. He and his dad began by building
their own salmon ladder in the backyard, a physical challenge that is a staple on the hit TV
show. After that, he joined a National Ninja League and soon entered competitions in New
York City, Philadelphia and even California.
Those events gave him valuable experience with obstacles similar to those he’d face in
American Ninja Warrior competitions.
When not attending NCC, Day worked night and day, at two gyms, which gave him a bit
of an edge. Vertiquest in Bound Brook, NJ, specializes in parkour and ninja warrior training.
Freedom Gymnastics in Brodheadsville has obstacle courses. “I get the chance to train and
teach people at the same time,” said Day who is deciding between pursuing business or
fitness tracks in the future at NCC, with a goal to open up his own gym in the Lehigh Valley
for parkour and CrossFit.
But all the training in the world couldn’t prepare him for the challenge he was about to
endure. During a workout last April, he received an unexpected phone call from his mom.
Her voice on the other end of the line told him something was wrong. She pleaded with him
to come home right away. Nothing would ever be the same.
His 53-year-old father had suffered a sudden, unexpected heart attack. It proved to be fatal.
But as one door closed for the resilient Day, another opened. On the very day of his
father’s funeral, he got the call inviting him to compete on the show.
Overwhelmed with grief, not being able to share in the moment both father and son had
dreamed of for so many years, was incredibly hard for Day. He knew he wouldn’t have gotten
to this point without his father’s inspiration and motivation.
“He always was the one to drive me to local competitions, and he’d be the one cheering
me on with a video camera on the sidelines,” said Day.
With the support of family and friends, Day continued on his journey to American Ninja
Warrior.
In May, only one month from his tragic loss, Day went to the Philadelphia qualifiers round,
joined by about 100 competitors. He advanced to the Philadelphia finals with around 35
others and placed ninth overall.
His performance in the Philly finals was good enough to earn him a spot in the Las Vegas
National Finals with 97 other competitors. In Vegas, with just seconds remaining before the
clock ran out, Day completed the difficult Stage 1 course and moved on to the next phase of
the competition.
Day’s quest for the $1 million top prize came to an end when he got knocked out in Stage
2 of the Las Vegas finals where he completed Catch and Release, the Criss Cross Salmon
Ladder, Deja Vu and Swing Surfer. But on Wingnut Alley, his grip slipped, and he ended
up in the waters below no worse for wear, but out of the running for the American Ninja
Warrior title.
However, Day’s performance was impressive and earned him the respect of many. During
the finals, he donned a shirt emblazoned with “4BD,” meaning “For Brian Day,” in his
father’s memory. After each obstacle he completed, he looked up to the sky, hoping he was
making his father proud.
It’s been a dream come true for the Slate Belt resident. “I had been thinking about this for
years now...it’s always something that I wanted to do.
“Once I started competing, I saw that the community is awesome. Everyone is rooting for
each other. We’re not competing against each other. We’re competing against the course.”
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Ninja
Northampton’s

By MIA ROSSI
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By MIA ROSSI

outh of Broadway, or SoBro as locals refer to it, is where
nightlife comes alive in this trendy town, beckoning both wide-eyed hopefuls and
seasoned professionals to make their mark. It is high-energy contagious, with
throngs of tourists lining the streets and dozens of Taylor Swift wannabes bubbling
up at every corner.
Some refer to it simply as Nash, or if you are a true local, Nash Vegas.
To most, it’s known as Nashville, the heart of country music.
Although country music has its historic roots in the Tennessee town, today music
lovers and producers can find a piece of every genre, from alternative and electronic
to pop and hip hop in this bustling southern city. In fact, Nashville has some of the
top recording studios and producers in the world.
That’s part of what attracted NCC alumnus David Ross.
Born and raised on Bethlehem’s north side, Ross grew up in a musical family. His
mom, a singer and pianist, got him and his sister involved with piano at a young age.
He continued his study of classical piano, but when he heard his sister playing electric guitar in her room one night, it inspired him to start strumming himself. Soon he
was exploring the world of rock music. After getting a taste, he was hooked.
“I would experiment with different things. I sang, wrote music and played drums in
the marching band,” said Ross. “My cousin gave me an old beat-up drum kit, and after
that, I was part of a band that played around town, Aero/Radio.” He has many fond
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What began as an early passion at NCC
for David Ross ’08 has led him to chase his
dream of musical stardom in the city that
has launched a thousand careers — Nashville!
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“Some of the classes were taught in RCA
Studio B, a room where Dolly Parton
recorded, and Elvis played piano. It
was surreal to learn in that room.”
34

Ross hard at
work in his
home “studio,”
writing song
lyrics for a
future album.

memories of those early days and the record he made with
his bandmates, who he still keeps in contact with today.
When Ross’ journey began at Northampton Community College in 2006, he wasn’t sure which direction he
was headed. His decision to pursue general studies at
Northampton was a simple one. He says, “I was attracted to
the camaraderie and affordability as I was discovering what
I wanted to do.”
Ross felt the musical world calling to him as he continued
his studies. He eventually landed at Belmont University,
bringing him to Music City USA, in the fall of 2008 to study
music business. But, the transition between NCC and Belmont in Nashville wasn’t a seamless one.
Set on studying music performance, he first auditioned
at colleges that ranged from the University of Arts to the
Berklee College of Music. However, it didn’t take long before
Ross learned of another option.
He first heard about a school called Belmont University
through the First Presbyterian Church in Bethlehem, where
he was a drummer in the contemporary service. When
he visited the Nashville campus, he also fell in love with
the musical city. Walking down the famed Music Row, the
district in town where Belmont is located, he stood in awe
of legendary music publishers and record labels clustered
together.
One that stuck out was Ocean Way Studios. Among the
most famous in the country, Ross would later get the chance
to produce the first songs he ever wrote at this iconic studio.
Learning the technical side of running a recording session
in the studio was one of the highlights of Ross’ program at
Belmont. “Some of the classes were taught in RCA Studio B,
a room where Dolly Parton recorded, and Elvis played piano.
And it’s part of the tour for the Country Music Hall of Fame.

35

It was surreal to learn in that room.”
Fast forward 10 years, and the die-hard musician is still
chasing his dream and still learning valuable lessons, even
though he graduated from Belmont in 2010. Several stick
out to Ross as exceptional learning experiences.
Accurate Staging & Productions, the company that works
with superstars like Carrie Underwood and Brad Paisley,
hired Ross after he graduated. His job at the production
company led him to audition for American Supergroup,
where he played keyboard for a band formed on the reality
show, “Royal Parkway.”
“Although the show was canceled before the finale, being
on the show taught me how effective it is to have multiple
people in a room to help facilitate the song-writing process,”
he said.
When offered the opportunity to join a band working
with Rogers Masson, a well-seasoned music producer, Ross
grabbed it. He filled the role of keyboardist and said, “Masson showed me the value of having a producer because, as
artists, we can easily get lost in the minute details of our
work. It helps to have someone else looking at the big picture helping to steer the ship.”
Having thrown around the idea of writing for television
and film, the musician decided to pursue his own songwriting, with hopes of producing an independent album. Ross
said after turning 30 this year in the noisy, bustling town,
he is just now learning how to create his own quiet space
for inspiration.
Yet Ross has comforting advice for up and coming performers in a city full of aspiring musicians. “Learn as you
go. If you keep your head up, and keep doing your thing,
eventually, you’ll find talented and honest people to work
with as you carve your path.”
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‘Tweets

from the

jungle’
NCC biology professor David Good is part of an

international research team studying the microbiome
of the indigenous Yanomami people of South
America, a close-to-his-heart pilgrimage that returned
the 31-year-old father of two to his ancestral roots.
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David Good during a previous
trip to the Amazon rainforest to
reconnect with family members
from the Yanomami tribe and
their ancient culture.

By LINI S.
KADABA

n this July day, an open suitcase sits on the floor near
adjunct professor David Good’s desk at Northampton
Community College. He is looking over his load before
the next day’s trip.
GPS tracker. Check.
Waterproof notebook. Check.
Anti-snake venom. Check.
Those are among the must-have items when the
destination is 3,000 miles away in the depths of
the Amazon rainforest in southeastern Venezuela.
“Everything is going to be an ordeal,” the 31-yearold Good, who lives with his two children and
partner in East Stroudsburg, says of the expedition.
Any difficulties, though, will be well worth it.
“I’m really excited about this research,” he adds.
The biologist has joined an ambitious research project to study the microbiome of the indigenous Yanomami
people of South America, a close-to-his-heart pilgrimage
born in large part of an unusual life story that was the subject
of a National Geographic documentary. In an area with no electricity,
Good is sending out “Tweets from the Jungle” through a short-message service and taking questions from NCC Science Club members
and other students via satellite phone. During the spring semester,
students also conducted research with Good, collecting bacteria samples from NCC students and faculty, a reference group that will allow
direct comparison to the Yanomami’s microbiome, the multitude of
bacteria—some 40 trillion microorganisms—that populate the human
body.
“The educational value of working with David and the Good Project
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“Today, we saved a
boy’s life. He was
bit by a mapanare,
a very poisonous
snake. Luckily,
we had anti-snake
venom.”
David Good
Aug. 29, 2018
1:44 p.m.
“Tweets from the Jungle”
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Good enjoys time in the
Yanomami village where
his mother Yarima lives.
Above, with local families; left, adorned in traditional face paint in the
jungle. Below, Good in
southeastern Venezuela.

is extraordinary,” says science club adviser Jeannie M. Smith, who is an NCC
assistant biology professor, “providing
not only the opportunity to help the
advancement of scientific research but
also by opening up the minds of our
students to a part of the world that
few will ever experience.”
Good sees himself as a bridge between the industrialized world of the
West and the traditional world of the
Yanomami. He is, after all, the oldest
child of anthropologist Kenneth Good,
a professor at New Jersey City University, and Yarima, one of the 35,000
Yanomami hunter-farmer-gatherers
who live along the Venezuela and Brazil border, deep, deep in the Amazon.
David Good has his father’s nose
and his mother’s modest stature (by
Western standards) at 5-foot-5 and her
olive-brown complexion. As a graduate
student in the mid-’70s, Kenneth Good
traveled to the Amazon to study the
Yanomami, who had not had sustained
Western contact since the 1960s.
“An indigenous population of that
size that had remained isolated for
so long was a gold mine for anthropologists and evolutionary biologists,”
David Good says. “To them, they’re
getting a snapshot of how humans
lived thousands of years ago before the
introduction of Western society and
technology.”

On that initial trip, Kenneth planned
to stay for 15 months. Instead, his time
in the Amazon spanned 12 years. As
the school year begins, David Good is
floating up the Orinoco River, retracing for the fourth time in recent years
his father’s trip to the area where The
Outsider, as Kenneth Good was known
by the Yanomami, met, fell in love with
and ultimately married Yarima. This
time, Good is conducting research as
part of an international team on the
Yanomami’s microbiome, which is considered one of the most, perhaps the
most, diverse of any human group.
Why does that matter?
Increasingly, research on the microbiome argues that exposure to germs
plays a key role in developing a healthy
immune system and brain. Microbes
may also affect allergies, obesity, autoimmune diseases and asthma, according to researchers.
“Many, many studies that have come
out over the years have found that the
types of microbes we have changes
based on our nutrition and our lifestyle. They can influence whether we
have better health or not,” says Beatriz
Villar-Fernandez, an NCC biology
professor. Good “is comparing two very
different populations with different
lifestyles. I really want to see what the
results are.”
Over about six weeks, the team
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plans to travel into the jungle, stopping to sample communities with less
and less contact with the outside. The
forehead, nose, mouth and forearms
of the Yanomami will be swabbed and
fecal and vaginal samples collected to
characterize their microbiome along
an urbanization gradient. Besides
Good, the team also includes Venezuelan microbiologist Monica Contreras,
the principal investigator, and an anthropologist, parasitologist, physician,
translator and Yanomami guide.
“It’s a race against time,” Good says.
The Yanomami do not get cancer,
diabetes or autoimmune diseases, according to Good, also a visiting scholar
at Rutgers University. Like others, he
is betting that the indigenous people’s evolutionary legacy — a varied
microbiome — protects them. But the
Yanomami are changing as contact increases. They are becoming sedentary,
incorporating Western foods into their
diets and using antibiotics.
“We want to study that evolutionary
legacy before it’s gone forever,” Good
says.
The urgent research, however, is
not the only purpose of his voyage.
After completing the sampling, Good
expects to meet his mother at the Orinoco headwaters and then spend four
months living like the locals, assessing
his own microbiome for changes. That

means no beloved coffee. Or brushing
his teeth.
Good’s work is supported by private donations and The Good Project
(TGP), a nonprofit he started in 2013 to
help preserve the Yanomami culture.
In 2017, TGP moved its base to NCC,
where the organization is housed at
the Center for Civic & Community
Engagement.
When Good returns to the States in
January 2019, he hopes to have Yarima
with him, fulfilling a request she made
on one of his earlier Amazon visits.
The last time she was in the United
States was in 1992, about a half-dozen
years after she accepted her husband’s
invitation to travel beyond the jungle
and eventually settle in Rutherford, N.J.
Everything was new — and often
petrifying. Her reflection in a mirror for
the first time “freaked her out,” Good
says. “A car turning on, she thought
it was an animal growling at her. She
hid behind a bush. Flying in a plane,
electricity, running water, being able to
control the light with a ‘stick’ on the
wall — it was quite the shock.”
They had three children, and she
learned a few words of English, enough
to order at fast-food restaurants.

She liked sunbathing at the Jersey
Shore, dancing to Michael Jackson,
eating pizza and fries. She was a good
mother, but over the years, Yarima was
increasingly lonely while her husband
worked, isolated from her culture and
her people.
“I consider her like a fish out of
water, simply suffocating,” Good says.
“She couldn’t take it anymore. She
made a drastic decision.”
In 1992, on a family trip to visit her
community, Yarima decided to stay
and not return to New Jersey with her
husband and children. Good was 5 ½
years old.
“That would be the last time I would
see my mom,” he says, “for 20 years.”

“An 8-year-old Yanomami boy was
suffering from attacks of malaria. We
were able to treat him.”
Aug. 31, 2018, 8:22 a.m.

Among his siblings, Good struggled
the most with the loss of his mother
and what he viewed for much of his
younger life as her abandonment of
him.
He renounced his Yanomami heritage, telling his classmates he was

Italian and his mother had died in a
car crash. Then, during a field trip to
the American Museum of Natural History in New York City, he remembers
spotting a picture labeled “Yanomami
woman.” It was his mother, her lower
lip and nose adorned with thin, white
sticks. He was horrified classmates
would discover his secret.
“But, of course, you can’t hide from
your heritage,” he says. “That was the
turmoil I dealt with through my early
20s.”
His identity crisis led to alcohol
abuse as a teen and a breakdown as
a college student at East Stroudsburg
University, where he was a pre-med
biology major (and later earned a master’s in biology).
Good told himself he had a choice:
“You can keep going down this dark
path, which will probably not end well,
or you can try to face your fears.”
He read his father’s 1991 book —
“Into the Heart: One Man’s Pursuit
of Love and Knowledge Among the
Yanomama” — for the first time and
everything else about the Yanomami
he could find. Good’s deep dive helped
CONTINUED ON PAGE 73

View of a Venezuelan tepui (table-top
mountain) from the Orinoco River.
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2019 LEHIGH VALLEY FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL

CELEBRATING
DELICIOUS
YEARS!
MAY 31 - JUNE 2, 2019
SANDS EVENT CENTER, BETHLEHEM PA
Wine gets better with age, and so does the Lehigh Valley Food & Wine
Festival! It's our 10th Anniversary and we plan to celebrate this milestone
with a culinary extravaganza unlike any seen before in the Lehigh Valley.
Be sure to savor the dates!
For more information go to northampton.edu/foodandwine.
Questions? Email foodandwine@northampton.edu
or call 610-861-5519.

FOLLOW US:

SPONSORSHIPS BENEFIT

42

Northampton Community College
ANNUAL REPORT
2017-18

43

Transforming Lives

HERE AND NOW

VICTORIA FOX
BRUCE AND TRUDI QUINN DENLINGER ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
VICTORIA FOX IS NOT AFRAID to take on challenges. In fact,
she meets them with determination and strength. The day of her high
school graduation, her little brother had an epileptic seizure; his previously diagnosed epilepsy had proved unresponsive to many medications. That day, Fox decided to forgo the college of her dreams, to
which she had been accepted, to attend the Monroe Campus of NCC,
close to her home in the Poconos. “I was not able to leave my brother
at a time of need,” she says.
Having been a dual-enrollment student here, she already knew the
excellence of the NCC faculty and numerous opportunities the college
offered. She dove into her most challenging subject: math/physics,
choosing it as her major, believing that the best career one can have
is a career that constantly motivates a person to be better, not the
subjects that come easily. She has met numerous inspiring people, but
Professor Charles Mathers has had the greatest impact. “I had him for
precalculus and statistics and he is helping me realize my academic
and career goals.”
Fox has earned membership in Phi Theta Kappa, the international
academic honor society for students at four-year colleges. In her larger community, she is a co-adviser to Pocono Mountain East’s chapter
of Future Business Leaders of America.
Additionally, she holds several part-time jobs.
Although her parents want to help her financially, they cannot because of high medical costs. “Without my scholarship, I would not be
able to afford my regular bills and school, and I am beyond grateful
for the Denlingers’ generosity,” she says.
Fox will graduate this spring and plans to transfer to a four-year college or university and pursue a bachelor’s degree in math or statistics.

JACLYN EAGLE
THE BOB AND STACEY KELLY ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP
“I CANNOT TELL YOU HOW TOUCHED I AM to receive your
scholarship a second time,” writes Jaclyn Eagle to the Kelly family.
“Between my father’s medical bills and childcare expenses, affording
my education has kept me up most nights, worrying whether I should
keep going.”
She says that the scholarship gave her the hope and determination
to register this semester so that she can feel closer to achieving her
goal as an environmental studies and biological science major.
“Being able to relax from financial stress a bit has also made a difference at home,” Eagle adds. She says that the reduced strain carries
over into her ability to enjoy her family more. “My son, Brian, two years
old, is the main reason I have such huge goals for myself,” she says.
Eagle plans to continue her education at East Stroudsburg University, where she will major in environmental studies and biological
science, with a minor in chemistry, and from there go on to a Trinity
College in Dublin, where she will pursue a master’s degree. “I want to
promote and restore the vitality of our beautiful planet.”
Inspired by the Kellys’ generous gift, she is determined to “do one
kind thing for someone else every day.”
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Transformation is something that is happening right here, and right now, at NCC. Even though NCC is the most affordable college in Pennsylvania, more than 50 percent of our students would not be able to attend without financial aid. Even then, it can fall short of covering expenses
such as transportation, food and housing, forcing students to make tough choices, including dropping out completely.
The following scholarship students’ stories illustrate the power NCC scholarships have to empower students to realize their dreams and change
the trajectory of not only their own lives, but their families’ too. Transformation isn’t a lofty goal for the future; it is something that is practiced daily at
Northampton, thanks to the gifts of our friends and supporters who enable students to continue their education, despite the hardships they encounter.

By MYRA SATUREN

MELONY SOTO
R. DALE AND FRANCES M. HUGHES SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

JOSE ELIUD RUIZ

AFTER 20 YEARS, Melony Soto resumed her education where she
had left off. “After 15 years of employment at the same company, I
was laid off,” she says. “This event ignited a stronger determination
for me to accomplish my goal of obtaining a college degree.” She
has made the most of her opportunity, maintaining a 3.77 GPA and
making the dean’s list three semesters in a row.
She decided to major in social work when she realized that
she wanted to be of service to others. “I want to lend what I have
learned through my challenges, to be a mentor, a listening ear, a
guide to resources, a leader and an example to others,” she says.
She is motivated by seeing firsthand how people improve and
develop themselves.
Soto has faced her own challenges, especially as a cancer patient
at the Dale and Frances Hughes Cancer Center. Diagnosed with
stage 1 breast cancer in 2015, she has been cancer-free for three
years. “Although my journey was challenging, the staff and other
patients made my visits bearable and even fun at times,” she says. “I
have met wonderful people at the center.”
She plans to complete her associate degree and pursue her bachelor’s and master’s degrees.
“As I complete my degree at NCC, I am very thankful for receiving my scholarship. Because of the scholarship, I can continue on
the path of obtaining my associate degree,” she says. “When I am
progressing, I am fulfilled.”

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION ENDOWMENT
“DREAMS CAN COME TRUE,” says Jose Eliud Ruiz, a secondary
education major. “But to fulfill that dream, many times the means and
expenses are out of reach. This is when caring people will donate so
that someone can make that dream come true.”
Visiting Greece was a dream Ruiz had since childhood. His opportunity arrived when he joined NCC’s Study Abroad program. He
is enthusiastically looking forward to contributing his experiences to
teaching history, geography and social studies.
Among his learning adventures: getting to know people, languages
and cultures; tours of the Acropolis, Dionysus Theatre and the National Archaeological Museum. He also enjoyed a day traveling along
the Mediterranean Sea, the Temple of Poseidon and many other sites.
“Poseidon, the god of the sea, was a bad-tempered guy, especially
when insulted,” Ruiz says. Ruiz even gave his report on Apollo from
Aristotle’s Lyceum, a great honor.
“One day I’ll be in front of a classroom, teaching the history of
Greece,” he says. “I’ll be able to say I saw with my own eyes, heard
with my own ears and touched with my own hands the history of
Greece. So, from the bottom of my heart, I want to say thank you for
helping my dreams come true.”
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“MY SCHOLARSHIP IS REALLY A BLESSING. NOW I CAN TAKE OUT
FEWER LOANS, WORK LESS OVERTIME AND SET MYSELF UP
FOR SUCCESS AS AN ADULT AND A PARENT.”
– KADESHUR STRICKLAND

DANIEL GLENN STEVENS
SMART SCHOLARSHIP

KADESHUR STRICKLAND

“I WOULDN’T BE ABLE TO ATTEND COLLEGE or even survive
without the scholarships I’ve received while at NCC,” says Dan
Stevens, an environmental science/biological science major. He has
earned a Pell Grant, as well as a SMaRT scholarship for STEM majors,
and others. His scholarships have not only covered tuition but basic
living expenses as well.
Stevens returned to college after working 60-90 hours a week as a
shift leader for the Nabisco Company.
He is well-known on campus for his multiple outreach activities.
He is the president of the Outdoors Club and the previous vice
president of the Science Club, where he is now an associate officer.
He is also a member of the Honors, Anime and Good Growers
Club. Recently, he became president of the Climate Action Network
and a member of the College Life Committee. He is a van driver
for Student Life and the Center for Global Education & International
Studies. Additionally, he works in the East 40 Community Garden
and at the College’s Farm Market. Recently, he won the National Engaged Leader Award and became a member of the National Society
for Leadership and Success. During the summer, he participated in
an NCC educational trip to Colombia.
How does he do it all? Part of the answer is his enthusiasm for
meeting people and his love of nature and the environment. “From
a young age, I have had an affinity for water conservation,” he says.
He won his first award in fourth grade at Lehigh University’s Science
and Engineering Fair for a concept to reduce water evaporation from
reservoirs.
He plans to transfer to Lafayette College to double or triple major in
environmental science, biological science and, possibly, physics. His
goal is to become a geophysical consultant specializing in aquifers.

DARLA R. FRACK ANNUAL NURSING SCHOLARSHIP
“My scholarship is really a blessing,” says Kadeshur Strickland, a
working parent. “Now I can take out fewer loans, work less overtime
and set myself up for success as an adult and a parent.”
Before having her son, she majored in Spanish and had completed
the prerequisite for the nursing program at East Stroudsburg University. A summer in Spain convinced her to pursue her dreams, no matter
how hard others told her it would be. “Little did I know I would need
that lesson sooner than I expected, when I discovered I was pregnant,” she says.
Born premature, Strickland’s son spent time in the neonatal intensive care unit. His care there motivated the new mother to finish her
education. “I finished for him and, at the same time, for myself,” she
says. Her 2-year-old son continues to inspire her on her journey to a
nursing career. She encourages other parents to persevere toward
their goals. She has made the dean’s list and earned a 3.6 GPA in her
first semester.
Since high school, Strickland has wanted to become a nurse. Her
experience with having her son treated in the NICU has focused her
aspirations on labor and delivery or neonatal care. “My son’s nurses
were there for me and helped me through a bittersweet time,” she
says. Now, she wants to be the nurse like the ones she was fortunate
to have had. She plans to earn her bachelor’s in nursing at East
Stroudsburg University and hopes to someday help mothers in developing countries.
“I will give back and touch all who cross my path with positivity and
love, the embodiment of being a nurse,” she says.
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CORRINNE STUMPF
TIM AND COLLEEN LEWIS SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT

MARVEN-LEE THOMAS

“Without financial aid and potential scholarship funds, I would not
be able to afford a college education,” says Corrinne Stumpf, a fine
art major.
Born and raised in Bethlehem, Stumpf battled personal issues and
struggled through “one of the roughest periods of my life” in high
school but worked hard nonetheless and graduated with good grades.
Feeling that she was lacking in extracurricular participation in high
school, she made it her mission to make up for it in college. To this
end, she volunteers with her family at New Bethany Ministries for
Thanksgiving and Celtic Classic. She is working toward induction into
the National Society of Leadership and Success.
“It’s taken some time for me to believe in myself to put myself out
there and realize that I can be successful despite all the hardships
I’ve been through and will go through in the future,” she says. “I am
taking steps to not only make my academic career better but to make
my life better as well.”
Stumpf started out as an interior design major but changed to fine
art when she realized that “I love expressing myself. I have an extreme
appreciation for the creative sides of people and the idea of being
able to communicate thoughts, feelings and actions through a piece
of artwork,” she says. She plans to continue her education at a fouryear college or university after graduating from NCC.
“Thank you so much for caring about students like me,” she wrote
to the Lewis family.

CRAIG A. KENNEDY SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
Marven-Lee Thomas, a computer science major, says that he will not
have to struggle so much with paying for books and supplies because
of the support from his scholarship. From a Haitian family who settled
in New York, he has seen the hard work done by his parents and
older sister to successfully acclimate to the United States. All have set
an educational example. His father went to an engineering/technical school, and his mother graduated last spring from NCC with an
associate degree in social work. His sister is studying biology at East
Stroudsburg University.
Thomas chose NCC because his friend Fitzgerald Joseph went to
the college. He saw that Joseph made a difference in his community
and that the school was affordable.
Thomas, who loves volleyball, plans to become a professional volleyball player or, if that does not work out, a mechanical engineer. He
is looking forward to finishing his associate degree and transferring to
the University of Michigan, where he will have the opportunity to play
on its volleyball team.
“It means so much to me to receive this scholarship,” he says. “It
pushes me to do more and work harder. This is such a blessing. It
feels as though I am dreaming.”
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NCC
BY THE NUMBERS
2017–18

19-1

NCC had a 19-1
student-to-faculty ratio.

93%

of NCC graduates were either
in a career or continuing
their education.

NCC students hailed from

53 counties
42 countries

25 states

#1

NCC had the largest and
most diverse student body
of all the colleges and
universities in the region
in terms of age, race,
ethnicity and academic
interest.

79%

of students worked each week:
29% worked 30 hours
or more.

Grads continued their
education at 86 different
educational institutions.

Internships that led to employment at
organizations included those at St. Luke’s
University Health Network, Victaulic,
Abec, Asbury Carbons Inc., PSECU, Allied
Universal, and Lehigh Valley
Health Network, among others.

90%

More than 10
fully online degree

THE TOP TRANSFER SCHOOLS WERE:

programs were

• East Stroudsburg University

offered; Online

• Temple University
• DeSales University
• Kutztown University
• Moravian College
• Penn State University
• Cedar Crest College
• West Chester University
• University of Pittsburgh, Lehigh
University, Bloomsburg University
(tied)

Many NCC students received internships
through the Career Services Office.

+30%

More than one-third of
students were first-generation
college students.

Nearly 1 in 4 high school
graduates in Northampton
County and 1 in 6 graduates
in Monroe County came to
NCC to continue
their studies.

offerings included
more than 350
sections each
semester for the
academic year and

160 courses.
Approximately 850
students were dual
enrolled from high
schools around
the region.

of NCC graduates work locally or regionally in the Poconos, Lehigh Valley
or other parts of Pennsylvania.
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55%

of students were involved in
transfer programs.

52% of students
received financial aid.
NCC’s 6 key strategic
focus areas are:

 Enhancing Student Access
 Inspiring Academic Excellence
 Fostering Diversity & Global
Engagement

 Engaging With our
Communities

 Advancing Excellence in
Technology

 Increasing Student Retention,
Completion & Transfer

13,729 students were
enrolled in credit
programs.

55%

38%

were involved in career
programs.

of our students resided in
Northampton County.

$4.9 million in public grant
funds were raised supporting:
S
 tudent Access: Adult literacy,
truck driving training, micro
credentials for manufacturing,
START hospitality and medical
secretary programs
E
 xcellence in Technology:
Technology and equipment to
upgrade NCC programs such as
computer-aided design (CAD),
allied health and culinary.
D
 iversity and Global
Engagement: International student
scholarships, study abroad and
visiting delegations.
 Increasing Student Success:
Student services such as
child care, addiction recovery
services, student success
specialists and tutors.

25%

of our students resided
in Monroe County.

#1

Northampton placed
first overall among
all two-year athletic
programs in the state
of Pennsylvania, for
the second time in
three years, and
finished No. 8 among
Region XIX schools.

NCC offered

intercollegiate
athletics programs.

The NCC Foundation provided the largest private
scholarship program of any community college in
Pennsylvania with an endowment over $45 million.
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COLLEGE
FINANCIALS

FISCAL YEAR 2017–18

◆

UNAUDITED

◆

FINANCIALS

Income Resources $117,200,968

39%
39%
39%
39%
39%
32%
32%
32%
32%
32%
19%
19%
19%
19%
19%
5%
5%5%5%5%
LOCAL
SPONSORS
$6,378,645

5%
5%5%5%5%

TUITION
& FEES
$45,867,662

FEDERAL,
STATE, GRANTS
AND OTHER
$37,890,594

AUXILIARY
ENTERPRISES
$5,346,968

COMMONWEALTH
OF PA
$21,717,099

Income Application $117,200,968

61%

1%

5%

20%

13%

EDUCATIONAL
& GENERAL
$71,448,857

TRANSFERS
$1,200,000

AUXILIARY
ENTERPRISES
$4,901,706

STUDENT AID
$23,289,778

CAPITAL
& OTHER
$16,360,627
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FOUNDATION
FINANCIALS

FISCAL YEAR 2017–18

◆

UNAUDITED

◆

FINANCIALS

DISBURSEMENTS
Administrative............................................$26,972
Development............................................. 273,731
Charitable Annuity Distributions...................... 64,942

FUNDS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE COLLEGE
FOR USE IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
Scholarships and Student Aid..................... $590,171
Faculty Development.....................................28,150
Library, Academic & Student..................... 1,563,164
Services, Program Equipment &
Development & Capital Renovations
Foundation Related Salaries......................... 436,644
Total................................................... $2,618,129

Fundraising Expenses
Golf Tournament.....................................$25,441
Chef in Residence...................................... 6,703
Food and Wine Festival............................. 53,408
Gifts in Kind.............................................13,476
Other
Presidential Discretionary........................... $3,706
Awards, Scholarships and other Expenses......... 3,470
Administrative Fees................................. 126,643
Housing Expenditures and Depreciation...... 2,681,734
Monroe Center Depreciation...................... 33,760
Allowance for Doubtful Pledges/Write-offs.....(44,178)

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2018
Receipts
Unrestricted.........................................$708,401
Gifts-in-Kind............................................ 13,476
Restricted Funds & Awards.......................511,066
Restricted Funds/Non Awards...................120,412
Loan Funds............................................... 1,880
Capital Funds.........................................609,183
Quasi-Endowment Funds.............................. 6,251
Endowment Funds................................ 2,901,731
Monroe Campus Building........................ 580,625
Housing Rental................................... 2,940,528
Administrative Fee...................................126,643
Earned Interest Income...........................1,685,711
Unrealized Gains/(Losses).....................3,232,775
Pledge Receivable, Annuities, etc............ (472,443)
Total Receipts................................ $12,966,239

Total Disbursements.............................$3,269,808

TRANSFERS TO THE COLLEGE
Unrestricted Funds................................... $505,440
Restricted Funds - Awards............................106,750
Restricted Funds/Non-Awards......................338,703
Loan Funds.................................................. 1,025
Quasi Endowments..................................... 143,387
Endowment Funds................................... 1,023,294
Capital Funds............................................... 9,305
Monroe Campaign.................................... 335,000
Capital Gains.............................................155,225
Total Transfers..................................... $2,618,129
Total Disbursements & Transfers........... $5,887,937
Net Increase (Decrease) for the year....$7,078,302

INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2018
Equities/Alternatives/Other ....$45,807,884 ............ 80%
Fixed Income/Cash ........... $11,278,828 ........... 20%
Total Investment Pool......................... $57,086,712
Investment Pool Performance for Year ........... 9.5%
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HONOR ROLL GIVING

Honor Roll Giving Clubs recognize all supporters whose outright gifts from July 1, 2017,
to June 30, 2018, supported our students and programs at Northampton Community College.
PINNACLE CLUB

$100,000+
Adams Foundation, Inc./Nancy S. Taylor*
Anonymous
Arcadia Foundation
L. William & Nancy S. ‘75 Clark
Donald B. & Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation
ESSA Bank & Trust Foundation
Don S. & Mibs Follett
Steven & Jeanne Follett
Drs. W. Beall & Marlene O.* Fowler
Keystone Savings Foundation
Moses Taylor Foundation
Brian D. Perin *
R. Dale & Frances M. Hughes Foundation/
Kevin & Patricia Hughes
Sodexo Lehigh Valley
Denise A. & William H. Spence

CHARTER CLUB

$50,000 - $99,999		
Sanofi Pasteur		
SWS Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Weiler Family Foundation		
Waldman Family Charitable Trust/
Bruce & Judy Waldman

TRUSTEES’ CLUB

$25,000 - $49,999
Capital BlueCross
David B. & Cyrene M. Foltz
Howard B. & Pamela Foltz
Steven J. ‘72 & Margaret R. Grimes
Christian F. ‘77 & Diane S. Martin
Martin Guitar Charitable Foundation
Mattioli Foundation
Michael & Diane Molewski
Robert W. Philips *
Tara & Jim Knicos Foundation, Inc.
Fred A. & Carol M. Williams

ACADEMIC CLUB

$10,000 - $24,999
Air Products Foundation
Anonymous
Curtis H., Esq. & Loris J. Barnette
BB&T Branch Banking & Trust Co.
Berkheimer Foundation
Britech, Inc.
Brown-Daub Foundation
Clemens Food Group
Bruce A. & Trudi Q. Denlinger
D’Huy Engineering, Inc.
Discover Lehigh Valley
Embassy Bank
Elizabeth A. & L. William Fox
Robert W. Foltz ‘06
Fred & Margaret Bedford Charitable Foundation
Fulton Financial Advisors
GLVADA
ICE Foundation
J. G. Petrucci Co., Inc.

Dr. Kenneth C. & Sharon C. ‘69 Kochey
Drs. Paul, D.M.A. & Janice C. Larson
Leonard R. & Carol Lavenda
Lehigh Valley Community Foundation
Denise P. ‘75 & Brian J. ‘75 McCall
Mortgage America, Inc.
W. S. & Muffie Murray
Bruce A. ‘77 & Judith A. Palmer
Petrucci Family Foundation, Inc.
PNC Foundation
Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau
Dr. Gary W. Poehlein
PPL Corporation
Prudential Financial, Inc.
Dr. Arthur L. Scott & Susan K. Kubik
Marcia L. Stewart ‘06
Wayne Bank
Wells Fargo
William & Patti Lehr Foundation/
William H. & Patti A. Lehr

SPARTAN CLUB

Steve and Jeanne Follett with a scholarship recipient.

$5,000 - $9,999
Ann and Joseph Farda Foundation
B. Braun Medical, Inc.
Banko Beverage Company
Frank D. & Beth A. Boyer
Buzzi Unicem USA, Inc.
C. F. Martin & Co., Inc.
Michael J. Caruso
Cathedral Church of the Nativity
Clark Associates Charitable Foundation
William B. & Barbara Cramer
Bernard E. & Janet M. Droney
Dr. Mark H. & Lin L. Erickson
ESSA Bank & Trust
Robert R. ‘75 & Pamela Fehnel
FLSmidth, Inc.
Jonathan A. & Isabel G. Foltz
Bruce A. & Jo Ann Haines
Charles M. & Joan L. Hannig
Curt V. Hoyak & Joyce ‘07 Waterstreet-Hoyak
Joseph W. ‘73 & Joy Jacques
Just Born, Inc.
M. Suzette Kopecek
Dr. Michael A. ‘93 & Brandi A. ‘93 Mahlon
MKSD, LLC
Carolyn Moyer
Origlio Beverage
Charles J., Esq. & Gwyneth A. Peischl
Michael D. ‘83 & Rosanne L. ‘83 Pickett
Richard J. & Megan E. Principato
PSECU
R. Charles ‘77 & Wendy E. ‘14 Stehly
Stroudsmoor Country Inn
TIAA Charitable, Inc.
Joann M. Trotsky
Bruce R. Young

BENEFACTOR’S CLUB
(President’s Circle)

$2,500 - $4,999
Albarell Electric, Inc.
Albarell Family Charitable Foundation
Robert R. & Margaret Albert
John C. & Karissa H. Alexander
ALLOY5, LLC
American Bank of Lehigh Valley
Jane L. ‘77 & Steve Auvil
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP
Brian Beegle ‘77
Boro Developers
Timothy J. ‘76 & Karen M. ‘74 Brady
Bracy Contracting, Inc.
Breslin Ridyard Fadero, Inc.
Britech Properties, LLC
Robert A. & Regina Bryson
Mark S. & Johanna S. Chehi
Christmas City Printing Co., Inc.
Country Meadows Associates
Creditsafe USA, Inc.
Thomas A. & Hillary J. Daub
Dennis F. ‘73 & Deane L. ‘82 Feeley
Follett, LLC
Dr. Andrew A. & Linda A. Forte
Michael & Darla R. ‘94 Frack
HB Engineers, Inc.
Highmark
Historic Hotel Bethlehem
HSBC Philanthropic Programs
Tonya M. & Richard G. Hummers
J. M. Uliana & Associates, LLC
Allana D. Karo ‘15
Kiwanis Foundation of Palmer Twp.
John M. ‘70 & Jacqueline Kulick
Lehigh Gas Foundation
Lehigh Valley Pain Management, Inc.
Lutron Foundation
John F. & Jane H. Malloy
Martin D. Cohen Family Foundation/
Martin D., Esq., & Beth Cohen
Morningstar Senior Living
NCC Alumni Association
NCC Band of Brothers
ONEGROUP - Woodring-Roberts Insurance
Linda S. Perin ‘80
Restaurant Store
* Deceased

52

Frank C. & Joan Revitt
Paul & Judy Schuchman
Donna G. Taggart ‘73
Timothy J. & Mary J. VanSyckle
Christine & John R. Wagner
Patrick M. White
J. Marshall Wolff & Katherine M. Wolff

CHAIRMAN’S CLUB
(President’s Circle)

$1,000 - $2,499
AAUW Easton Branch Scholarship Fund
Anonymous
Beth I. ‘75 & Frank P. Arcury
Austin’s Auto Repair Service
Anne L. & Bradley S. Baum
Bazzini, LLC
Jeff & Sharon S. Beales
Frederick J. & Anne Beste
Dr. Carolyn M. & Ronald M. Bortz
Boyle Construction, Inc.
Brown-Daub, Inc.
Dr. Elizabeth T. & Tarek M. Bugaighis
Centurion Benefits, LLC
Joan M. ‘91 & Thomas W. Christopher
City Center Lehigh Valley
Olga F. & John Conneen
Dr. Matthew J. & Evelyn J. ‘75 Connell
Consulate of Mexico
Dennis W. & Jane M. Cullen
Walter J. & Lucinda Dealtrey
Jo Ann F. Dempler
Duggan & Marcon, Inc.
Dennis C. & Rosemary G. Ebersole
James F. & Lisa M. Dunleavy
EZ Micro Solutions
Fashionable Laundry, Inc.
Tara J. Fetzer ‘06
GE Foundation
GLASBERN
Gary J. Guidetti
Rochelle A. ‘93 Makela-Goodman
& Robert D. Goodman
Rebecca & Richard T. Gorton
Hampton Inn-Easton
James W. & Mary P. Harper
Terry J. Hart & Mary Jane McKeever
Patricia B. Herman
Herster Newton & Murphy
Steve R. & Nancy D. Hovey
IBM Corporation
Integrity Research Trial Mgmt., LLC
JCI
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Robert D. & Stacey Kelly
Dr. Richard T. & Mary T. Kingston
Cecilia A. Kostick ‘76
KPMG LLP
Harry F. & Jean M. Lee
Lehigh Valley Engineering, Inc.
Timothy ‘09 & Colleen Lewis
Keith & Audrey Lombardi
Eric & Tina Luftig
Kenneth A. & Assunta M. Marino
Vertel T. Martin
Dr. Michael J. & JoAnn J. McGovern
Carole E. ‘78 & Fred W. ‘75 Mebus
Ramin Mehrganpour & Pouya Hatam
Suzanne F. & Terence H. McCool

Robert M. McCormick
David E. & Carol N. Goss
MMZ Foundation
Edward V. Henning
Christine L. & William K. Murphy
HMK Insurance
National Christian Foundation South Florida
John T. & Judy Z. Hoback
Gerald J. O’Grady
Diana M. Holva ‘06
Dr. Christine M. Pense
Linda K. ‘86 & James L. Hunsicker
PenTeleData
Jeanne P. Joseph
Peoples Security Bank & Trust Company
Scott E. Kalamar
Catherine & Joseph T. Perno
Lucille H. Keim
Pocono Lions Club
Susan S. ‘86 & John Koss
Quota International of Bethlehem Charitable Trust
JoAnn L. Kostenbader ‘69
Reed Smith LLP
Lehigh Valley Dental Society
Resort Condominiums International, LLC
Dr. James H. & Judith H. Leiding
H. Marvin Riddle III & Mary Jane Riddle
Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.
Donald M. Ritter
Marshall Dennehey Warner Coleman & GogDr. David A. & Christine A. Ruth
gin, P.C.
Faith Ann ‘74 & Dr. John J. Ryan
Mary Sinibaldi Mancino & Larry S. Mancino
Judith G. Samer ‘04
Mary Kae C. Mayock
Frederick R. Schuler, Jr.
Richard G. ‘09 & Denise Meyers
Dr. Frank K. & Yvonne K. Schweighardt
Suleiman ‘86 & Carol A. Modjadidi
Sean Morris Benefit
Dr. Nancy A. Moreau
Timothy M. Semonich ’13 &
Gretchen A. Willever ’11
Dr. Mary L. & John L. Sharp-Ross
Silver Valley Drilling & Blasting
Special Risk Insurance Services, Inc.
Richard Spugnardi
John L. & Mary C. Squarcia
Marie F. Sterlein ‘83
Michael & Sybil Stershic
Strunk-Albert Engineering
Suzie T. & Patrick Farley
Eileen A ’88 & D. Marshall Taff
Donna G. Taggart ‘73
Bill and Denise Spence with a PPL STEM Scholarship Endowment recipient.
Taylor Consulting and Contracting, LLC
TLC Arts Schools, LLC
Dr. Gail M. & Edward M. Mrowinski, Jr.
Michael D. & Michele D. Trageser
NCC Actors Club
Gina J. Bertucci & Mark S. Turner
NCC Ski Club
Univest
Dr. Mary Jean J. Osborne
Andrea C. ‘01 & Dustin W. Weismiller
PAA Foundation
Paul D. Weiss
Mary L. & John Parker
George W. Whitehouse
Darryl A. Peters ‘82
James C. ‘74 & Lynn Williams
Daniel E. Philipps & Susanne S. Rasely-Philipps
Willis Towers Watson Corporation
Doris E. Philips
Wind Gap Electric, Inc.
Joseph M. Pokojni, Jr. ‘92
David & Martha F. Woglom
Potcher Construction, Inc.
Worth & Company, Inc.
RBC Capital Markets, LLC
Rebecca A. Reddin
Jane K. Regina
ASSOCIATES CLUB
Dr. Judith & Robert Rex
$500 - $999
Donald W. & Linda C. Robertson
Mario J. & Donna S. Acerra
Susan M. & Matthew Roth
Marco P. Anglesio
Ronald G. & Sandra J. Ruth
Bethlehem Rotary Foundation
Carol A. ‘77 & Richard Saeger
Deb A. & Jeffrey L. Bohr
Sandra L. Sander
Borden Perlman
Sawmill, Inc.
Sara J. ‘07 & Adam Breisch
Dr. Ronit Shemtov
Janice R. Brody
The Sherwin-Williams Co.
Bushkill Fire Co.
Business Equipment Solutions Technologies, Inc. Sandra D. Thomas ‘98
Tower Products, Inc.
Sam C. Canone ‘73
Seymour & Susan K. Traub
Columbia Associates
Thomas W. & Janet M. Tully
Rick Douden ‘80
The US Military Nursing Corps
Warren M. ‘92 & Karen J. ‘08 Farnell
VFW Post No. 12099
Dr. Matthew J. Finley ‘02 & Christopher Weisel
Sobel Westex
FirstEnergy
Lorianne Williams ‘15
Anita K. Forrester
Ilene Wood
Dr. Denise J. & Trevor J. Francois
Cynthia A. Woodling ‘95
Ethelbert A. Francois
Dianne L. & Brian F. Yarsevich
Randy D. ‘00 & Erika L. ‘00 Galiotto

We would like to thank the 686 contributors who gave a total of $80,540 below the level of the Associates Club.
* Deceased
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LIFETIME GIVING
SOCIETIES

The Founders Society

The President’s Society

Anonymous
Arcadia Foundation/Marilyn L. Steinbright
L. William & Nancy S. ’75 Clark
Drs. W. Beall & Marlene* O. Fowler
R. Dale & Frances M. Hughes Foundation/
Kevin & Patricia Hughes
Lehigh Valley Health Network
Northampton Community College Employees
Brian D. Perin*+
R. Dean* and Louise M.* Pine
Donald B. & Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation

Joseph W. Ayers*
Brown-Daub Dealerships
Capital BlueCross
Michael J. and Sandye* Caruso
C. F. Martin & Co., Inc.
Crayola
W. John & Dita Daub
Don S. & Mibs Follett+
Keystone Savings Foundation+
Lehigh Valley Community Foundation
Dr. Aaron M.* & Sarah R.* Litwak
Paul F. & Harriett Mack
Christian F. ‘77 & Diane S. Martin
Martin Guitar Charitable Foundation
Patapsco Design, Inc.
Pennsylvania RV Camping Association
Pool Health Care Trust
PPL Corporation

The Founders Society is a giving society
for members whose cumulative outright
gifts to the Foundation exceed $1 million.
Members include:

The Legacy Society

The Legacy Society is a giving society for
members whose cumulative outright gifts to
the Foundation are between $500,000 and
$999,999. Members include:
Abarta, Inc./Coca-Cola Bottling Company
of the Lehigh Valley
Adams Foundation, Inc./Nancy S. Taylor*+
Anonymous
Chrysler Foundation
Donley Foundation/Edward* & Inez* Donley
Dr. E. Ruth* & Roger* Dunning
ESSA Bank & Trust Foundation
General Motors Corporation
NCC Alumni Association
Pennsylvania Higher Education Foundation
Erma L. Reed *
Sanofi Pasteur
St. Luke’s University Health Network
Waldman Family Charitable Trust/
Bruce & Judy Waldman
Weiler Family Foundation/
Karl M. & Ann H. Weiler

The President’s Society is a giving society
for members whose cumulative outright gifts
to the Foundation are between $250,000
and $499,999. Members include:

Victor Bock, executive chef, Sands Bethlehem and
Robert C. Wood Chef in Residence (Spring 2018).

54

Cecile Shaffer*
Siemens Dematic
William H. & Denise A. Spence+
Sodexo
Southern Glazers Wine & Spirits
of Pennsylvania
Harold A.* & Marcia Wagner
Herman B.* & Elvira H. * Waldman

The 1967 Society

The 1967 Society is a giving society for
members whose cumulative outright gifts to
the Foundation are between $100,000 and
$249,999. Members include:
Air Products
Air Products Foundation
Michael M. & Lynn M. Albarell
Albarell Electric, Inc.
Allentown Beverage Co.
Annette Arnts*
Anonymous
BB&T Economic Growth Fund of the Lehigh
Valley Community Foundation+
Bank of America Foundation
Frank Banko*
Curtis H., Esq. & Loris J. Barnette
Berte & Bernie Cohen Foundation
CAPTRUST Strategic Advisor Group/
Michael & Diane Molewski
Michael J. Caruso
Caruso Benefits Group, Inc.
Dr. Arnold R. Cook*
Corporate Environments, Inc.
D’Huy Engineering, Inc./M. Arif & Donna Fazil
Easton Hospital
FLSmidth, Inc.
Steven & Jeanne Follett
Follett, LLC
Gas Technology Institute
Elmer D. Gates*
Charles M. & Joan L. Hannig

* Deceased
+ New Member

Hecht Family Charitable Foundation/
William F. & Margaret Hecht
Heinz Foundation
Steve R. & Nancy D. Hovey
Just Born, Inc.
David B. & Palmira R. Kennedy
James G. & Pauline C. Kennedy
Mildred Kennedy*
Gwendolyn S. Kichline*
Tara & Jim Knicos Foundation, Inc./
James & Tara A. Knicos
Dr. Kenneth C. & Sharon C.’69 Kochey
Lafayette Ambassador Bank
R. K. Laros Foundation
William & Patti Lehr Foundation/
William H. & Patti A. Lehr
Cecil D.* & Eleanor* Lipkin
Jean E. Lobb*
LSI Corporation
Mattioli Foundation+
MetLife Foundation
MKSD, LLC
Bruce A. `77 & Judith A. Palmer
Pennsylvania Automotive Association
(PAA) Foundation
Linda S. Perin ‘80
J. G. Petrucci Co., Inc./
James G. & Jeannie Petrucci
Rosalin Petrucci
Pocono Medical Center Auxiliary
Dr. Richard C., Jr. & Patricia B. Richardson
Michael C. Schreier*
Steven M. Solon
Dr. Arthur L. Scott & Susan K. Kubik
State Farm Mutual Auto Insurance Co.
Moses Taylor Foundation+
Two Rivers Health & Wellness Foundation
Victaulic Company of America
Wells Fargo
Robert C.* & Ilene Wood

Executive in Residence Fireside Chat with Richard A. Anderson, president and CEO of St. Luke’s University Health Network.

The Laureate Society

The Laureate Society is a giving society for
members whose cumulative outright gifts to
the Foundation are between $50,000 and
$99,999. Members include:
Adams Outdoor Advertising
American Association of Community Colleges
Robert E.* & Francine M. Ashman
Bajan’s Market, Inc.
B. Braun Medical, Inc.
Ross J. & Wendy Born
Timothy J. `76 & Karen M. ’74 Brady
Britech, Inc./Brian J. ‘75
& Denise P.’75 McCall
Brown-Daub Foundation
Buzzi Unicem USA, Inc.
Harold S. Campbell Foundation
Charles Chrin Companies
Martin D. Cohen Family Foundation/
Martin D., Esq. & Beth Cohen
Colgate-Palmolive Company
Country Meadows of Bethlehem
William B., Esq. & Barbara Cramer
Daimler Chrysler Corporation
Displaced Homemakers Network
of New Jersey, Inc.
John F. & Donna M. Eureyecko
Express-Times
Feather Ventures, LLC/Jeffrey P. & G.
Kathryn Feather
Robert W. Foltz `06
Greater Lehigh Valley Auto Dealers
Association/GLVADA
Guardian Life Insurance Company
Helene Fuld Health Trust

Hughes Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Robert J.* and M. Suzette Kopecek
Dr. Alan F. & Sheila* Korhammer
Dr. Irene F. Laub*
Timothy `09 & Colleen Lewis
Peter B. Locke & Nancy R.* ‘78 Fournier
Mack Printing Group
MCS Industries, Inc./
Richard & Susan E. Master
Morning Call
NatureServe
Frank E. Payne & Seba B. Payne Foundation
Charles J. , Esq. & Gwyneth A. Peischl
Piercing Pagoda, Inc.
PNC Bank
PNC Foundation
Dr. Gary W. Poehlein
Precision Medical, Inc./Michael A. ‘71
& Jane Krupa
Prudential Financial, Inc.
Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem
Sean Cameron Memorial Junior Firefighter
Scholarship Fund/Robert L.
& Catherine Cameron
Paul & Judy Schuchman
Specialty Minerals
SunGard Pentamation, Inc.
Ronald L.* & A. Francine Taylor
TuWay Communications, Inc./
William E. & Karen M. Landis
Timothy J. & Mary J. VanSyckle
Helene M. Whitaker+
Dr. Gene & Joan F.’78 Witiak
Bruce R. Young

* Deceased
+ New Member

* Deceased
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HERITAGE
SOCIETY

The Heritage Society is a giving society that perpetually recognizes those individuals who
have provided for the future of Northampton Community College through a bequest, trust,
life insurance policy or similar provisions.
Gladys S. Ackerman
Rachel A. Ackerman
Michael M. & Lynn M. Albarell
Robert E. * & Francine M. Ashman
Edith M. Banks ‘79
Clinton L. Behringer
Dr. Virginia G. Gonzalez-Belles
& Paul G. ‘86 Belles
Dr. William F. * & Agnes* Boucher
Judith Buenaflor+
Larry R. & Heidi B. Butler
Dennis E. ‘90 & Dawn M. ‘87 Carl
Michael J. Caruso
Thom Mason & Rosemarie E. ‘69 Christopher
L. William Clark & Nancy S.’75 Clark
Clyde F. Closson & Margaret McGuire-Closson
Ron & Irene Coen
Dr. Jack E.* & Evelyn* Cole
Donald J. Colver*
Joseph M.* & Dorothy B.* Conroy
Dr. Arnold R. Cook *
W. John & Dita Daub
Bruce E. Davis, Esq.*
Bruce A. & Trudi Q. Denlinger
Dr. J. Robert & Alice R. Dornish
Dr. E. Ruth* & Roger A.* Dunning
Miriam W. Dynan*
John F. & Donna M. Eureyecko
Denice Thurman-Eyer
Dr. Janice E. Florey ‘74
Carl N. Fretz*
Lois J. Glaser ‘74
Kenneth W. Graves
Steven J. ‘72 & Margaret R. Grimes
Shirley M. Hahn ‘75
Geoffrey R. Hall ‘98
Dr. Douglas E. & Ellen E. Heath
Andrew L.*, Esq. & Dorothy* Herster
Daniell Hoffman
Marjorie A. Holmes ‘90

Ken and Sharon ’69 Kochey (center) with the Sharon
and Kenneth Kochey Scholarship recipients.

Steve R. & Nancy D. Hovey
Frances M. Hughes* ‘87
Jeffrey L. & Kathy L. Kapcsos+
Gwendolyn S. Kichline*
Dr. Kenneth C. & Sharon C. ‘69 Kochey
Dr. Robert J.* & M. Suzette Kopecek
Dr. Alan F. & Sheila* Korhammer
Patricia W. Levin
David Livirrie*
Jean E. Lobb* ‘72
Eric A. Longenbach ‘85
Paul F. & Harriett Mack
Francis A. ‘76 & Susie Macri
Marie J. Matyas ‘70
Elizabeth Meihofer*
John P. Michael
Barry J. Miles ‘90
Michael & Diane Molewski
Ricardo A. Orench & Teresa T. Donate
Brian D. Perin*
Louise Moore Pine*
Dr. Gary W. Poehlein
Frank B.’06 & Patricia M. Pologruto
Erma L. Reed*

Dr. Richard C., Jr. & Patricia B. Richardson
Joseph J. Risbon*
Judith G. Samer ‘04
Michael C. Schreier*
Dr. Arthur L. Scott & Susan K. Kubik
Mary Sinibaldi Mancino
Marie F. Sterlein ‘83
Anna A. Stofko ‘78
Gregory & Joslyn Tapler
Susan A. Tretter ‘88
Mark S. Tusan & Judith A. ‘81 Zalewski-Tusan
Dina Uliana-Manoway ‘77
Ralph H. Walter*
Margaret R. Walters*
Lorraine Whildin*
Dorothy White
George W. Whitehouse
John E. & Mary A. Williams
Nathan E. Young ‘01
John ‘69 Zieserl, III & Eileen F. Zieserl
Brent S. ‘92 & Virginia A. Zimmer
Ed G. & Sharon J. Zondag
Mary J. Zonin*

ESTATE GIFTS

Estate of Brian D. Perin
* Deceased
+ New Member
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FACULTY & STAFF HONOR ROLL
Thank you to all faculty and staff who supported our students with financial contributions during 2017-18. These include:

Donna S. Acerra
Mario J. Acerra
Ebrahim Ahmadizadeh
Kelly R. Allen
Dr. Brian E. Alnutt
Dr. Vasiliki Anastasakos
Marco P. Anglesio
Dr. Anize M. Appel
Christine K. Armstrong
Jeffrey A. Armstrong
Shane M. Baglini
Dr. Mali M. Bartges
Sharon S. Beales
Dr. Karen H. Bearce
Mary Ann Belchunes
Robert M. Blum
Deb A. Bohr
Sheri Bollinger
Randy L. Boone
Dr. Carolyn M. Bortz
Susan A. Bortz
Patrice M. Boulous ’82
Karen M. Brady ’74
Thomas C. Briggs ’86
Karen S. Britt
Eileen M. Brumitt
Dr. Annette M. Bruno
Judi L. Buenaflor
Dr. Elizabeth T. Bugaighis
Dr. Deb N. Burak
Paula R. Burch
Princess Calhoun
Patricia A. Canavan
Elba I. Carides
Dr. Allison D. Carpenter
Dr. Nathan R. Carpenter
Kevin Casey
Michael Catrillo
Heather L. Christein
Caroline K. Clifford
Virginia Coleman
Janet S. Coll
Mary Lou Collis
Dr. Matthew J. Connell
Nancy A. Coughlin-Olivieri
Jenelle L. Craig
Mark K. Culp
Robin L. Cunconan-Lahr
Katherine Curry
Karen R. D’Angelo ’05
Catherine M. DeHart
Penny L. Devins

Anita M. Dickson
Alison B. Diefenderfer
Donna L. DiMenichi
Anthony A. DiStasio
Dr. Karin E. Donahue
Bradley M. Drexler
James F. Dunleavy
Joan M. Duser ’87
Dawn M. Dzienis ’98
Dennis C. Ebersole
Dr. Nancy L. Egan
Dr. Mark H. Erickson
Marie Everhart
Warren M. Farnell ’92
Rosa E. Ferguson ’04
Christina M. Ferraldo
Barbara F. Fiore
Dr. Doreen M.
Fisher-Bammer
M. Carl Flesher
Anita K. Forrester
Dino L. Forst
Dr. Denise J. Francois
Mary F. Fuehrer ’98
Dr. Sharon T. Gavin Levy
Christopher M. Gaylo
Debra J. Gilbert-Lee ’01
Karen A. Glose
Catherine Grozier
Marvin L. Gruber
Tarah M. Guida
Gary J. Guidetti
Geoffrey R. Hall ’98
Gary L. Hamill
Sandra C. Hannigan
Lisa H. Harrod
David J. Hassick ’93
Rebecca R. Heid
Priscilla Hepler
Nelson Hernandez
John T. Hoback
Elyse Holben
Diana M. Holva ’06
Hope J. Horowitz
Kara M. Howe
Shanita R. Hubbard
Nancy C. Hutt
Steven J. Iacono ’05
Tracey B. Johnson
Scott E. Kalamar
Kathy L. Kapcsos
Jeffrey L. Kapcsos

Teresa Donate and Ricardo Orench with the Mario Jose’
Donate Torres Memorial Scholarship Endowment recipient.

Kathryn H. Kashner
Lucille H. Keim
Deb Kelly
Janice Kenyatta
Cynthia L. King
Marlene A. Lakey ’86
Brett I. Last
Dr. Sharon S. Lee-Bond
Deborah L. Levin-Goldstein
Sholomo B. Levy
Chris M. Lincoln
Lauren A. Loeffler
Denise C. Madzik
Marie Main
Matthew J. Maldonato
Susan R. Manela ’96
Colleen H. Marshall
Vertel T. Martin
Sonia E. Massie
Wanda J. Mattis
Mary Kae C. Mayock
Christina A. McFadden
Dr. Michael J. McGovern
Andrew R. McIntosh
Beatriz S. Messina
Jeanine M. Metzler
Richard G. Meyers ’09
Sherri L. Meyers ’84
Joseph D. Mixon
Timothy Molchany
Dr. Nancy A. Moreau
Dr. Gail M. Mrowinski
Margaret M. Murray
Jennifer A. Napierkowski
Kathleen D. Nelson
Jennifer Nemeth Trumbauer
Katherine A. Noll
John C. O’Donnell
Martha D. Orsi
Dr. Mary Jean J. Osborne
Earl R. Page
RoseAnn Palsi
Michele F. Pappalardo
Joan J. Pascarosa ’15
Barbara A. Pechacek
Dr. Christine M. Pense
Daniel R. Peters ’82
Darryl A. Peters ’82
Kimberly Petrosky
Daniel E. Philipps
Stacie L. Phillips
Dr. Paul E. Pierpoint
Stephanie D. Piper
Lenore S. Pitsilos ’83
Michelle L. Pretopapa
Daniel M. Radogna ’75
Ann H. Raines
Debra S. Raneri
Rebecca A. Reddin
Jason C. Reed
Erin Reilly
Dr. Judith Rex
Andre J. Richburg
Donald W. Robertson
Alexander Rolon
Jacqueline M. Romano
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Craig and Barbara Kilpatrick with the Kilpatrick/
Page Scholarship Endowment recipient, center.

Dr. Eric H. Rosenthal
Susan M. Roth
Dr. David A. Ruth
Michelle F. Sadigh
Sandra L. Sander
Dr. William R. Schaffer
Jeffrey B. Scheck
Dr. Precie A. Schroyer
Brian J. Shegina
Dr. Ronit Shemtov
Susan E. Shook ’87
Elehna M. Shores
Mary Sinibaldi Mancino
Melenese Sivells
Clayton E. Smith
Dr. Robert F. Smith
William S. Smith
Michael G. Spinks
Wendy E. Stehly ’14
Marcia L. Stewart
Ellen A. Sutjak
Donna H. Talaber
John H. Tindell
Steven Tranotti
Nancy E. Trautmann
Eileen Truscott
Tamara Tucker-Mehlig ’87
Dr. Gina A. Turner
Amy R. VanVarick
Elaine M. Vasko ’05
Dr. Beatriz Villar Fernandez
Mary P. Vogl
Dr. James A. Von Schilling
Bruce Wall
Rebecca D. Walz
Amy G. Watters
Brenda K. Weppel
Christine V. Wetzel-Ulrich
Lorianne Williams ’15
Robert W. Wolfenden
Cynthia A. Woodling ’95
Lifen Yang
Lealan M. Zaccone
Mary T. Zegarski
Dr. Scott A. Zimmerman

Memorial Gifts

Gifts that remember
loved ones are among
the most meaningful
contributions that the
Foundation can receive.
During 2017-18, the
Foundation received
gifts in memory of the
following individuals:
Brian Clifford, Sr.
Frederick R Curcio, Jr.
Doreen M. DiStefano ‘73
Anna Mae V. McCabe
Hays
Robert J. Kopecek
Barbara Martino
Millard “Skip” Philips
Robert W. Philips
Brian D. Ruth ‘00
Laura B. Scott
Blanca E. Smith
Craig T. Stewart
William R. Votral ‘71

Honor Gifts

Throughout the year, the
Foundation is fortunate
to receive a number of
gifts that honor friends,
colleagues and other
special individuals. In
2017-18, the Foundation
received gifts to honor:
Vasiliki “Kiki” Anastasakos
Belinda A. Austin
Dr. Carolyn M. Bortz
Robert D. Bryant
Dr. Hazel C. Carrera
Bruce A. Denlinger
Dr. Mark H. Erickson
Dennis F. Feeley ‘73
Dr. Thomas O’Connor
Maureen A. O’Grady
Frederick B. Oliver
Susan Oliver
Bruce A. Palmer ‘77
William D. Schaffer
Dr. Precie A. Schroyer
Erin M. Ward

LEHIGH VALLEY FOOD & WINE FESTIVAL
Sponsors
TITLE

Origlio Beverage
Bruce & Judy Palmer
Bill & Denise Spence
SWIM USA
Victaulic

Sands Bethlehem
Southern Glazer’s Wine
& Spirits of Pennsylvania

UNDERWRITING

CONTRIBUTING

Adams Outdoor Advertising

Alloy5 Architecture
American Bank
Boro Construction
Breslin Ridyard Fadero Architects
Britech
Brown-Daub Foundation
Mark & Johanna Chehi
Creditsafe
Daniels BMW
D’Huy Engineering
Diversified Lighting Associates
Steve & Jeanne Follett
HBEngineers, Inc.
Highmark
J.M. Uliana & Associates, LLC
Just Born, Inc.
John & Jacqueline Kulick
MDVIP
MKSD, LLC
Morningstar Senior Living
Network Magazine
Pocono ProFoods
PSECU
The Restaurant Store
Valley Central Veterinary Referral
and Emergency Center
John & Chrissie Wagner

ENTERTAINMENT
BB&T

GOURMET

Clemens Food Group

PLATINUM

CAPTRUST Strategic
Advisor Group
Fulton Financial Advisors
Lafayette Ambassador Bank
PPL
Prudential

GOLD

B. Braun Medical, Inc.
Christmas City Printing Co., Inc.
Viamedia

SILVER

ASR Media Productions
Banko Beverage Co.
Buzzi Unicem USA, Inc.
Capital BlueCross
C.F. Martin & Co.
ESSA Bank & Trust
FLSmidth, Inc.
Follett, LLC
Mortgage America
99.9 Hawk

FRIENDS OF
THE FESTIVAL

Albarell Electric, Inc.
Anthony Limousine
Bracy
Centurion Group
City Center Lehigh Valley
Dunne Manning
Dr. Mark & Lin Erickson
John & Donna Eureyecko
Bob & Pam Fehnel
Florio Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader
Johnson Controls
Kingston Oral Surgery
KPMG LLP
Lehigh Valley Engineering
Bob & Cathy McCormick
Michael Thomas Floral
Design Studio
Norris McLaughlin & Marcus, P.A
People’s Security
PenTeleData
Dr. Art Scott & Sue Kubik
Special Risk Insurance Services, Inc.
Strunk-Albert Engineering
St. Luke’s University Health Network
Stroudsmoor Country Inn
TLC Arts
Mike & Mickey Trageser
Univest
Willis Towers Watson
Wind Gap Electric, Inc.
Worth & Company, Inc.

(L to R) Celebrity Chef Emeril Lagasse, Francine Marz, NCC Culinary Director,
Chris Wilson, Director of Culinary Operations, Emeril’s Homebase, and Victor
Bock, Executive Chef, Sands Bethlehem with student winners, Kailee Dube, Hannah Georgis, Andrea Moretti, Gina Pearson, Rebecca Suta and Luke Guensch.
Brian Carr, President & COO, Sands Bethlehem
with Emeril Lagasse and Victor Bock.

The 2018 New Orleans Externship Co-hort.

DISPLAY

Alcom
Lindenmeyr Monroe

Festival Restaurants
1774 Grille & Tap
Aman’s Bistro
Amy’s Creative Cakes
Aunt Wendy’s Kiffles
Bam! Burgers and More
The Bayou
Buddy V’s Ristorante
Carlo’s Bake Shop
Chocolate Works
Clusters Handcrafted Popcorn
Emeril’s Chop House
Emeril’s Fish House
Grain
Hampton Winds
Hellertown Bakery
Jacquie’s Pastry Café LLC
Maxim’s 22
Molinari’s
Mr. Lee’s Noodles
Paxos Restaurants:
Blue Grillhouse, Melt, Top
Cut Steak House, Torre
Queen City BBQ
Sette Luna
Steelworks
Sodexo
The Dime
Two Rivers Brewing Company
Villa Italian Kitchen

Sampling during the “Pork Tasting Adventure”
sponsored by Clemens Food Group.
Christine & Craig Thatcher with Chris Martin ’77.

The Festival’s essential volunteers.

Emeril Lagasse Gala Dinner.

The Grand Tasting in action.
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37TH ANNUAL NCC FOUNDATION
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Chris Sicinski and Paul Sicinski.

Sponsors
PREMIER

PSECU

PNC Bank
Reed Smith
Silver Valley Drilling & Blasting
Sodexo
Univest
Weiss Construction

FLAG

CONTEST

BB&T
Follett Higher Education Group

FOUNDER’S

OneGroup

Frank Boyer
Duggan & Marcon
FLSmidth, Inc.
Denise Spence

FAVOR

HOLE

Victaulic

GOLF CART

Mortgage America

DINNER

ESSA Bank & Trust

COCKTAIL RECEPTION
D’Huy Engineering, Inc.

LUNCH
Britech

CLUBHOUSE
Lutron
Synergy

CORPORATE

Albarell Electric, Inc.
Boyle Construction, Inc.
Bracy Contracting
Buckno Lisicky & Co. CPA’s
Buttermore & Foltz Attorneys at Law
Corporate Environments
Fulton Financial Advisors /
Lafayette Ambassador Bank
Hampton Inn Easton
Herster, Newton & Murphy
PenTeleData

Alan Kunsman Roofing & Siding
Asher Agency
BankMobile Disbursements
Berkone
GAR Equipment, LLC
K & H Custom Window Treatments
McPhillips CPA & Company
MKSD, LLC
PFM Financial Advisors, LLC
Silver Valley Drilling & Blasting
Strunk-Albert Engineering
T.A. Silfies Masonry, LLC
The Garland Company
Tower Products, Inc.
West Side Hammer Electric
Wind Gap Electric

Bob Barrett and Harry Keller.

Tim VanSyckle, Dave Farrell, Dan Nemeth
and Fred Deichmaster.

A thumbs-up from
John Eureyecko with
Neil Schroder.

(L-R) Jane Brooks, Lisa Hutchins,
Diane Reimer and Stephen Patterson.

HOLE-IN-ONE SPONSOR

Brown-Daub Chrysler Jeep Dodge RAM

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS
Allentown Beverage
Canteen

PRINT SPONSOR

Scott Kalamar with David Shaffer ’77, Mark Erickson,
Bob Bryson and Kevin Hughes.

Christmas City Printing Co., Inc.

Denise McCall ’75 with Karen D’Angelo.

Watching the amazing
Scott Kalamar drive a shot!
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Scott Kalamar, World Long Drive Champion, with Shelby Eichenlaub,
Elizabeth Khan, Denise Spence and Jennifer Van De Voorde.

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIPS
AND AWARDS
A&H Sportswear Annual Scholarship
Air Products Engineering and Technology Scholarship
AAUW Easton Branch STEM Scholarship
Austin’s Auto Annual Scholarship
Bakerly Scholarship
Margaret Haskins Beales Annual Scholarship
Gina Bertucci and Mark Turner Annual Scholarship
Blue Knights Motorcycle Club-PA Chapter 3 Scholarship
Bruce A. & Trudi Quinn Denlinger Annual Scholarship
Buzzi Unicem USA Scholarship
Clark Associates, Inc. Charitable Foundation Annual Scholarship
David Dentith Culinary Arts Scholarship
ESSA Bank and Trust Foundation Scholarship
EZ Micro Solutions Annual Scholarship
Ann & Joseph Farda Annual Scholarship
Dr. Tara J. Fetzer Family Veterinary Technician Annual Scholarship
Beall Fowler Scholarship Fund for Northampton Community College
Darla R. Frack Annual Nursing Scholarship
Margaret O. Francois Nursing Book Scholarship Fund
Glasbern Inn Culinary Arts Annual Scholarship
Rochelle A. Makela-Goodman Scholarship
James W. Harper/Discover Lehigh Valley Annual Scholarship
Fred & Ethel Harvey Annual Scholarship
Hispanic Caucus Dreamers Annual Scholarship
Historic Hotel Bethlehem Annual Scholarship
Independent Automotive Repair Facilities of Northampton
County Scholarship
Adam Blake Irvine Memorial Annual Scholarship
Joseph & Joy Jacques Accounting Annual Scholarship
Bob & Stacey Kelly Annual Scholarship
Patrick J. Kraus Freshman Drawing Competition
Leonard and Carol Lavenda Annual Scholarship
Dr. Michael A. Mahlon and Family Scholarship

Dr. Erickson, Andrea Weismiller ’01, Bill & Denise Spence and Steve & Jeanne Follett
with the Realizing Dreams Scholarship luncheon recipients.

Mattioli Foundation Annual Scholarship
PAC Worldwide Corporation Annual Scholarship
Pan African Caucus’ Student Success and Completion Scholarship
Pay it Forward Annual Scholarship
J.G. Petrucci Company, Inc. Veterans Scholarship
Dr. Paul Pierpoint Community Education Scholarship Fund
Pocono Lions Club Annual Scholarship
Frank C. and Joan M. Revitt Scholarship
David & Christine Ruth Annual Scholarship
Sanofi STEM Pipeline Scholarship
Paul and Judy Schuchman Monroe Culinary Annual Scholarship
Monique Singer Memorial Scholarship
Squarcia Family Annual Scholarship
Tri-State Trooper Annual Scholarship
Craig & Jennifer Truscott Auto Tech Annual Scholarship
Andrea C. & Dustin W. Weismiller Annual Scholarship
James C. & Lynn Williams Scholarship

ENDOWED FUNDS
40th Anniversary Endowment
Adult Literacy Endowment
Auto-Tech Endowment
Bernard Cohen Lounge Endowment
Karl Kaffine & Terry Healy Nursing Endowment
Jean E. Lobb Library & Educational
Material Fund
New Choices Endowment
Arcadia Foundation Campus
Enhancement Endowment
William F. Bearse Athletic Dept.
Support Endowment
Christensen Excellence in Teaching Award
Conference and Training Center Endowment
Crossing Borders Loan Fund
Culinary Arts & Restaurant
Hospitality Endowment
Dental Auxiliaries Equipment Endowment
Debra A. Doll Book Endowment
Dunning Family Monroe Endowment
Experiential Learning Endowment

Don & Mibs Follett Center for Entrepreneurship
& Innovation Endowment
Fowler Family Foundation Endowed Chair
Funeral Service Equipment Endowment
Hispanic Cultural Heritage Endowment
Job Training Endowment
Alexander C. Kennedy Memorial
Endowment for Staff Development
Kopecek Chair in the Humanities
Landscaping Endowment
Floyd R. Lear Memorial Endowment
Liberal Arts Award
Library Endowment
Cecil & Eleanor Lipkin Chair for the
Fine & Performing Arts
Claire Frances Martin Children’s
Center Endowment
Sylvia Miller Walking Trail Endowment
NEH Library Endowment
NEH Challenge Lecture Series
NEH Cohen Endowment
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Nursing Leadership & Clinical
Excellence Awards Endowment
Pearson Family Endowment
Dick & Pat Richardson Spirit Award
Dick & Pat Richardson Endowed
Faculty Chair at NCC
Joseph & Ethel Risbon Chair
in the Humanities Endowment
Len Roberts Poetry Day Endowment
Service Learning Endowment
Technology Equipment Endowment
Dr. Arthur Scott Leadership Endowment
Hal Shaffer Executive in Residence Endowment
Skills USA Endowment
Sodexo Chef in Residence Endowment
Student Leadership Endowment
Student Services Endowment
Support of the Arts Endowment
Tribute Garden Endowment
Helene Whitaker Enhancement
of the Fowler Southside Center

Ruth Marakovits, Ronald & Sandy Ruth and Lorianne Williams ‘14
with Realizing the Dream Scholarship luncheon recipients.

Cathie & Robert Rienzo with the Francis W. Rafferty Scholarship
recipient.

Colleen and Timothy ‘09 Lewis with the Tim & Colleen Lewis
Scholarship recipient.

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS
A&H Sportswear Scholarship Endowment
American Association of University Women
(AAUW) Easton Branch Scholarship
Endowment
Thomas G. Ackerman Scholarship Endowment
Alumni Association Scholarship Endowment
American Federation of Teachers Local 3579
Scholarship Endowment
Arcadia Foundation Veterinary Technician
Scholarship Endowment
John W. & Annette Arnts Communications
Scholarship Endowment
Bob & Fran Ashman Scholarship Endowment
Band of Brothers Endowed Scholarship
Kevin Marc Bannon Culinary
Scholarship Endowment
Barnette Scholarship Endowment
Bennett Family Scholarship Endowment
Bethlehem Kiwanis Scholarship Endowment
David M. Bolasky Scholarship Endowment
Tim & Karen Brady Endowment
Brown-Daub Foundation NCC Promise
Endowed Scholarship
Bushkill Group Scholarship Endowment
August J. Buzas Scholarship Endowment
Sean Cameron Memorial Scholarship
Endowment
Harold S. Campbell Scholarship Endowment
Caruso Family Memorial
Scholarship Endowment
Child Care Endowment
Janet Christopher Endowed Scholarship
Laverne G. Clark Scholarship Endowment
Martin Cohen Family Scholarship Endowment
Evelyn Darragh & Dr. Jack Eli Cole Scholarship
Community Fabric Scholarship Endowment
Commuter Transfer Scholarship Endowment
Caitlin & Mary Conaway
Scholarship Endowment
Arnold R. Cook Dental Hygiene Examination
Scholarship Endowment
Cook Family Endowment
Drs. Edward B. and Arnold R. Cook High
School Scholarship Award
Bill & Barbara Cramer Scholarship Endowment
Crossing Borders Scholarship Endowment
Leslie Carol Davis Scholarship Endowment
Charles H. Davison Memorial Scholarship
Endowment in Electronics & Information
Systems
Bruce and Trudi Quinn Denlinger
Endowed Scholarship
D’Huy Engineering, Inc. Scholarship Endowment

Dorene DiStefano Dental Hygiene
Scholarship Endowment
Ruth and Roger Dunning
Scholarship Endowment
Early Childhood Endowment
Dr. Mark & Lin Erickson Endowed Scholarship
Eureyecko Family Scholarship Endowment
Ann and Joseph Farda Endowed Scholarship
Arif & Donna Fazil Endowed Scholarship
Dr. and Mrs. David Feinberg Memorial
Nursing Scholarship Endowment
Felder-Palmer Architectural
Program Endowment
Steve and Jeanne Follett Endowed Scholarship
Nancy B. and William A. Foltz
Scholarship Endowment
Kathryn J. Fournier Scholarship Endowment
Carl N. and Edith A. Fretz Memorial
Scholarship Endowment
Funeral Service Education
Scholarship Endowment
Rebecca Lentz Gorton Scholarship Endowment
Grabar-Lucas American Legion and James P.
Gahagan, Jr. Scholarship Endowment
Grimes Family Endowed Scholarship
Thomas & Pearl Hahn Scholarship Endowment
Hannig Family Endowment in
Support of Childcare
James W. Harper/Discover Lehigh Valley
Endowed Scholarship
Fred and Ethel Harvey Endowed Scholarship
Hecht Family Scholarship Endowment
Richard D. Herman, M.D. Radiologic
Technology Scholarship Endowment
Andrew L. Herster Scholarship Endowment
Hites Foundation Scholarship Endowment
Ms. Daniell Hoffman Scholarship Endowment
Herbert Holland Dental Auxiliaries
Scholarship for Academic Achievement
Mutia Herawati International Education Endowment
Hollister Family Scholarship Endowment
Horizons for Youth Scholarship Endowment
Hoyak Family Endowed Scholarship
Hughes Foundation Scholarship Endowment
R. Dale & Frances M. Hughes
Scholarship Endowment
International Education Endowment
International Student Endowment
Adam Blake Irvine Memorial
Endowed Scholarship
Joseph & Joy Jacques Accounting Scholarship
Dr. George M. Joseph Scholarship Endowment
Just Born NCC Promise Endowed Scholarship
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Kostas Kalogeropoulos Scholarship Endowment
Craig A. Kennedy Scholarship Endowment
Nicholas W. Khoury Scholarship Endowment
Kilpatrick/Page Scholarship Endowment
Kelley Kissiah Teacher Education
Scholarship Endowment
Kiwanis Club of Palmer Township
Scholarship Endowment
James Knicos Endowed Scholarship
Sharon and Kenneth Kochey
Scholarship Endowment
John and Anne Kopecek Endowment in Support
of Child Care Services for Children
Dr. Robert J. Kopecek Scholarship Endowment
Sheila Maki Korhammer Endowed Scholarship
Vincent J. and Catherine D. Edelman Kratzer
Scholarship Endowment
Kate and Eddie Laepple
Scholarship Endowment
Leonard and Carol Lavenda
Endowed Scholarship
Lehigh Valley Dental Alliance Tuition
Assistance Program Endowment
Lehigh Valley Dental Societies Scholarship
Endowment for Dental Auxiliaries Students
Lehigh Valley Hospital Muhlenberg Campus
Nursing Student Tuition Aid Endowment
Lehigh Valley Hospital Student Tuition
Aid Endowment
Lenehan Family Scholarship Endowment
Tim & Colleen Lewis Scholarship Endowment
Deborah A. Libricz Early Childhood
Education Scholarship
Dr. Aaron M. Litwak and Sarah T. Litwak
Scholarship
Andrea Luecke Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Murray A. and Gerri Lee Cole Lytel Dental
Hygiene Scholarship Endowment
Mack Family Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Michael A. Mahlon and Family
Endowed Scholarship
Thomas O. Marakovits Scholarship Endowment
Christian F. & Diane S. Martin
Endowed Scholarship
Mattioli Foundation Endowed Scholarship
Sylvia Maurer Scholarship Endowment
Thomas J. Mayock, Jr. Scholarship Endowment
Richard McAteer Scholarship Endowment
BG Anna Mae McCabe Hays Endowed
Scholarship at Northampton Community
College Foundation
Owen McCall Scholarship Endowment

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS
(continued)

John and Gwen Michael Architectural and
Interior Design Studies Endowment
MKSD Architects Scholarship Endowment
Monroe County Scholarship Endowment
Craig and Pamela Muff Scholarship Endowment
Kenneth and Phyllis Niewoehner
Scholarship Endowment
Northampton Promise Endowment
Cecilia M. O’Grady Scholarship Endowment
G. Robert Oles Scholarship Endowment
Clinton Budd Palmer Memorial Scholarship
Bruce A. and Judith A. Palmer
Endowed Scholarship
Palmeri Scholarship Endowment
Patti Paul Nursing Scholarship Endowment
Brenda Paulich Memorial Scholarship
Charles and Gwyneth Peischl
Endowed Scholarship
Brian D. Perin Endowed Scholarship
Allison Nicole Perno Endowed Scholarship
Petrucci Family Foundation, Inc. Promise
Endowed Scholarship
Philips Family Fire Technology Scholarship
in Memory of Bob Philips
Louise Moore Pine Scholarship Endowment
Pirone Family at Stroudsmoor Country Inn
Endowed Scholarship
Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau
Endowed Scholarship
Gary and Sharon Poehlein
Scholarship Endowment
PPL STEM Scholarship Endowment
Presidential Ambassadors Scholarship

Promises to Keep Campaign Taskforce
Scholarship Endowment
Radiography Endowed Scholarship
Francis W. Rafferty Scholarship Endowment
David A. Reed Scholarship Endowment
Frank C. and Joan M. Revitt Scholarship
Rotary Club of Northampton
Scholarship Endowment
Brian D. Ruth Scholarship Endowment
William R. Samer Scholarship Endowment
Michael C. Schreier Scholarship Endowment
Laura B. Scott Scholarship Endowment
Patricia M. Sheehan Endowed Scholarship
Slate Belt Scholarship Endowment
Blanca Class Smith Scholarship Endowment
Spence Endowed Scholarship
St. Luke’s University Health Network
Scholarship at Northampton Community
College Foundation
Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler
Scholarship Endowment
Starner Family Scholarship Endowment
STEM Scholarship Endowment
Student Senate Scholarship Endowment
Nancy A. Taylor Endowed Scholarship
Nancy A. Taylor Southside
Endowed Scholarship
Ronald L. Taylor Family Scholarship Endowment
Harry B. Tenges Scholarship Endowment
Guy Tomaino Memorial
Firefighters Endowment
Mario José Donate Torres Memorial
Scholarship Endowment

Alexander, Elizabeth and Joann Trotsky Endowment
for Global and International Studies
Two Rivers Health & Wellness Foundation
Caroline S.Q. Coddington Radiography
Endowed Scholarship
Two Rivers Health & Wellness Foundation
Nursing Endowed Scholarship
Burton & Catherine VanSyckle
Scholarship Endowment
W2A Design Group Architectural Studies
Scholarship Endowment
Harold A. (Hap) & Marcia Wagner
Scholarship Endowment
Ralph H. Walter Nursing
Scholarship Endowment
Beverly Weaver Nursing
Scholarship Endowment
Weiler Family Endowed Scholarship
Wells Fargo Bank Endowed Scholarship
Dr. James G. Whildin Scholarship Endowment
George Whitehouse Endowed Scholarship
Fred A. and Carol M. Williams
Scholarship Endowment
Dr. Gene and Joan Witiak Veterinary Technician
Scholarship Endowment in Memory of
Dr. Susan Stadler
Gary S. Wogenrich Scholarship Endowment
Dr. John C.W. Worsley Sr., DDS, & Gretchen I.
Worsley, RDH, Scholarship Endowment
Robert T. Yavorski Memorial
Scholarship Endowment
Janice Novak Young Scholarship Endowment
Maryann Zimmerman Memorial
Scholarship Endowment

WE WORK HARD TO MAKE SURE OUR LISTS ARE ACCURATE. HOWEVER, INACCURACIES MAY STILL SLIP THROUGH.
WE SINCERELY REGRET AND APOLOGIZE WHEN THEY DO. PLEASE LET US KNOW ABOUT ANY CORRECTIONS THAT MAY BE NECESSARY.

THE SUSAN K. KUBIK TRIBUTE GARDEN
The Susan K. Kubik Tribute Garden is a space to
remember and celebrate cherished friends, family and college faculty and staff while adding to
the beauty of Northampton Community College.
Tribute Garden and Veterans Plaza contributions
during 2017-18 include:
Anonymous
Dr. Mali M. Bartges
Brian Beegle ‘77
Karen L. DeBard
Lisa K. ‘09 Everitt-Ensley & Thomas W. Ensley, Jr.
Dr. Doreen M. Fisher-Bammer
IBM Corporation
Julianne C. Ippolito
JoAnn L. Kostenbader ‘69
Anthony E. Martino
NCC Band of Brothers
Darryl A. Peters ‘82
Louis D. & Patricia Powlette
Dr. Mykola & Martha Salata
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THE LAUNCH OF NCC’S LARGEST
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
Northampton launched its Transforming
Lives comprehensive campaign at its 50th
anniversary celebration on Nov. 16, 2017,
surrounded by alumni, students, faculty, staff
and longtime friends and supporters. The
Northampton family gathered as 50 alumni
honorees, chosen to represent the nearly
400,000 students who have been part of
Northampton since it opened in 1967, were
recognized.
After celebrating our alumni and 50 years
of having served residents of every city, town
and township in our region, the news of
Northampton’s largest, most ambitious fundraising endeavor in the history of the college
was revealed.
The goal of Transforming Lives is to raise
$17 million, with the bulk going toward raising funds for student scholarships. The college’s new Follett Family Center for Innovation
and Entrepreneurship will also benefit, as well
as increased experiential learning opportunities for students.
“To be clear, this campaign is a heavy lift,”
Dr. Mark Erickson, president of NCC, said.
“But the need is urgent. And it is real. Students still have financial need, even though
we are proud to be the most affordable
college in Pennsylvania. Today, 53 percent of
NCC students need financial aid to pursue a
college education.”

Upper right — Presidents’ Reunion. Former
NCC presidents joined Dr. Erickson at the
gala. Pictured left to right, Pat Richardson,
Dr. Dick Richardson, Sue Kopecek,
Dr. Art Scott, Sue Kubik, Lin Erickson
and Dr. Mark Erickson.
Upper left — Distinguished Class.
Honorees from the Class of 1977 were on
hand, including Chuck Stehly, Chris Martin,
David Shaffer and Bruce Palmer.
Lower left — Students and alumni featured
in the Transforming Lives video join
Dr. Erickson, David Shaffer ’77 and
Chris Martin ’77 to officially launch
the campaign.
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NCC’s Candace
Miller-Kline, a
Donald B. and
Dorothy L. Stabler
Scholarship
Endowment recipient, is pursuing
her degree in diagnostic medical
sonography.

TRANSFORMING
LIVES ON THE RISE

TRANSFORMING LIVES
CAMPAIGN PRIORITIES FOR
BETHLEHEM AND MONROE

$1,570,569 raised in Monroe to date
$11,416,638 raised in Bethlehem to date
2 new endowed chairs established for the Center

 $11.5 million for The Northampton Promise – an endowment to fund the gap for students eligible for financial aid so
they can maintain access to their education.

for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, thanks to the Foltz Family
and Keystone Savings Foundation

 $2.5 million for the Center for Innovation and Entrepre-

279 current scholarships available to our students
30 new scholarships added this past year

neurship — the CIE is the final stage in the redevelopment of
NCC’s Fowler Family Southside Center. The CIE will develop
students who are creative, energetic, resilient problem-solvers
with an entrepreneurial spirit for the workforce or as business
owners.

NATIONAL RECOGNITION

 $1.5 million to increase scholarships for Monroe students

3 Council for Advancement and Support of Education Circle

— to fulfill NCC’s mission to ensure that no qualifying student
is shut out from a Northampton education because he or she
lacks financial means.

of Excellence Awards were received by The NCC Foundation
in 2018 including accolades for Most Improved and Overall
Performance. The foundation also joined Harvard University,
the California Institute of Technology, Williams College and
Villanova University in receiving Sustained Excellence
Educational Fundraising Awards.

 $1.5 million for experiential learning. Hands-on compo-

nents in education help students absorb new knowledge more
effectively.

HELP TRANSFORM LIVES
Many more student success stories are waiting to be written in the 2018–19 academic year. With your support, they
will be. Visit Northampton.edu/transforminglives or call Sharon Beales, Vice President of Institutional Advancement,
at 610-861-5451 to make your gift.
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restaurant management) of Allentown is the
corporate sales manager at Bear Creek Mountain Resort.

NCC Alumni

Erica (Gordon) Richter (practical nursing)
of Belvidere, NJ is a registered nurse at St.
Luke’s University Health Network.

Classnotes
1974

Michael Stauffer (architectural technology)
of Wyomissing is a graduate of the Syracuse
University School of Architecture. He worked
in Washington, D.C., as an architect designing homes for famous people such as Washington Redskins Quarterback Joe Theismann.
His daughter, Lauren, is a student at NCC.

1977
Christine Talley (registered nursing) of
Allentown is an activities assistant at the Genesis Quakertown Center. She is the author of
a romance/science fiction novel, “The Girl
in the Bird: Romance and Alien Power in the
Current Middle Ages,” which she self-published on Amazon. It is a story of a group of
individuals in the Society for Creative Anachronism and aliens who use advanced technology to observe Earth without being seen.

1990
Carol Ann Kutz (registered nursing) of Las
Vegas, NV is studying to be an acute care
nurse practitioner at Grand Canyon University

2009

in Phoenix, AZ through its online program.
Her studies and clinical hours will be complete by the end of 2020. She served two and
a half years of active duty with the U.S. Air
Force at Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas.
Her nursing career started at the University of
Utah Medical Center. She will be working at
the Montevista Hospital in Las Vegas, a mental
health hospital. Carol Ann writes, “I really am
glad to have gone to NCC because I felt I was
very well prepared for a nursing career compared to other nurses with which I worked.”

1997
Jon-Erick Miller (general studies) of Bethlehem is a commercial insurance account producer with Kressler, Wolff & Miller Insurance
in Easton. He received a bachelor’s degree
from East Stroudsburg University and began
his insurance career in the Lehigh Valley as a
third-party liability claims adjuster. He and his
wife, Heather, have two daughters.

2004
Elizabeth (Foley) Ackerman (hotel/

Susan Nastasee (registered nursing) of
Bethlehem is a medical/surgical nurse at Lehigh Valley Health Network. She has completed a master’s degree in nursing in the nurse
educator track at Moravian College. Her plans
are to return to college to do postgraduate
study for her nurse practitioner.
Susan writes, “I hope to one day use my experience and education to teach for the nursing program at NCC. I want to give back to
the nursing program where I started because
the college has made me into the person and
nurse I am today.”

2011
Janice Reigel (education) of Phoenixville
has received a Master of Education in Reading from Eastern University. She writes, “I am
thankful to NCC for helping me get this far!”
Cheryl Hahn (hotel/restaurant) of Kunkletown is a work queue specialist for the urgent
care centers of St. Luke’s University Health
Network. She is currently a part-time student
at NCC and LCCC taking courses for a health
information technology degree. 

Rewarding you for being
a member of
NCC Alumni Association.
Because you are a member of NCC Alumni Association,
Nationwide® is offering you exclusive insurance discounts on:

The car you drive
The motorcycle you ride to feel free
The RV you take cross-country
Since college, you’ve worked hard to get to where
you are today. Let Nationwide protect what makes
up your life, so you can focus on the things that
really matter.

Receive your exclusive
offer and learn more
about our partnership

Steve Klakowicz

Nationwide Insurance has made a financial contribution to this organization in return for the opportunity to market products and services to its members or customers.
review, and approval. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide
Mutual Insurance. © 2017 Nationwide AFR-0497AO (01/16) 6305827
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I

610-867-3218

I

KLAKOWS@nationwide.com

After graduating from NCC, Angelo transferred to Moravian College where he earned
a bachelor’s degree in business management. His post graduate adventures have
taken him to Perth, Australia, where he was
contracted as a marketing strategist at MCL
Commercial Services.

NCC Alumni

Classnotes
2013

Nicole Bucha (hotel/restaurant) of Danielsville is the customer sales manager at the
Best Western in Bethlehem. She previously
worked for Sodexo for five years at NCC’s
Bethlehem campus.
Wade Phillips (fine art) of Hamburg is an
artist whose paintings were on exhibit this
past summer at the Art Plus Gallery in West
Reading. His love and admiration for nature,
wild animals and scenic beauty can be admired in his work.
Robert Romero (computer information
technology – security) of Easton is employed at
Express Employment Professionals.
William Termini (computer information
technology – security) of Glebe, Australia,
is a systems engineer for the Commonwealth
Bank of Australia.
William writes, “Northampton was the best

2016

thing I could have done. It was affordable,
and the quality of teaching was superb. I
have 0 regrets going to NCC.”
James Wolak (radio/TV) of Fort Lauderdale, FL received a bachelor’s degree in film
from Temple University. He held internships
with YouTube, Penn State Football, the Florida Gators and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
He is the videographer/editor in the creative
department with the Miami Dolphins. He
writes, “It’s truly been an incredible journey,
and I am finally where I want to be.”

2014
Angelo Fattore (general studies) of Warsaw, Poland, jetted to Poland to become
an operations officer at the International
School of Warsaw, a pre-K to grade 12 multilingual international school that promotes
international awareness and enhanced
knowledge in math, science, engineering,
art and technology.

MAKE A GIFT

Elizabeth Bird (culinary arts) of Millersburg, OH is the executive chef/director
at a year-round Christian resort, Sky View
Ranch. She previously was a nurse for 30
years, but when her son was diagnosed with
leukemia, she began cooking to change the
eating habits of her family. Elizabeth joined
the America’s Test Kitchen Cooking School
by taking online classes, which is where she
developed a passion for cooking.
Michael Lemos (computer maintenance/
service) of Bethlehem is an install technician
at Innovative Control Systems.

2018
Dennis Lisa (accounting) of Mount Bethel
is a substitute teacher in the Bangor Area
School District.
Christina Zaboy (biotechnology) of Bangor
is a quality technician at Ardent Mills.

TRANSFORM A
STUDENT’S LIFE
Students put their all into every
single day. That is the true power
of giving to Northampton – seeing
students having the resources they
need to achieve their dreams. And
you have the power to keep their
dreams alive.

WAYS TO GIVE

Visit:
https://northampton.edu/alumniand-donors/ways-of-giving
Email:
annualfund@northampton.edu
Call :
610.861.5599
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Allana Kapcsos ’14, left, and Chloe Hoyak ’13 are making an impact as women of mass construction at Breslin Ridyard Fadero Architects in Allentown, Pa.

Women of mass construction
By SUSAN SHELLY

T

hey’re independent. They’re
go-getters. They’re not afraid
to blaze new trails.
They’re employed in an
industry made up of more
than 90 percent men, and they
credit Northampton Community College for helping them establish their
paths to success.
Allana Karo ‘15, Chloe Hoyak ‘13 and Allana
Kapcsos ‘14 were hired in the construction industry after earning degrees at NCC. We caught
up with them to find out how they’re doing,
where they’re working and what stands out
about their time as Spartans.

ALLANA KARO
Allana Karo got hooked on carpentry as a
high school freshman during a visit to the Bethlehem Area Vocational-Technical School.
After touring the culinary and cosmetology
classrooms, Karo, 24, was guided toward the
carpentry area.
“The whole classroom sounded like hammers pounding, and it was great,” she said. “I
don’t know why I liked that so much, but it felt
like home.”
After graduating from the Vo-Tech in 2012,
she enrolled in NCC’s construction management
course as a recipient of a Stabler Scholarship.
An internship with Quakertown-based Klover
Contracting Inc. resulted in a job starting before
her graduation in 2014.
As an assistant project manager and project
coordinator, Karo oversees more than 150 employees and subcontractors.
“I learned early what it’s like to be female in
a male-dominated field,” Karo said. “I’m used
to being on the leading edge and educating
people about what it’s like to be a woman in

this type of job place.”
While it’s challenging, Karo loves her work
and is grateful for the opportunities she’s
received. She’s repaying her Stabler Scholarship and looking forward to being able to help
others.

ALLANA KAPCSOS
Allana Kapcsos, 24, was drawn to architecture
at an early age, with parents who indulged her
interest with visits to notable structures such as
the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina,
and the mansions in Newport, Rhode Island.
Born into an NCC family (her mother is director of Institutional Research and her father is
facilities manager), Kapcsos’ decision to attend
the college was an easy one.
After graduating in 2014 with an associate in
applied science in architecture degree, Kapcsos
was accepted as the
only female transfer student to Penn
State’s architecture
program. She earned
a bachelor’s degree
in architecture in
2017, after spending a
semester in Rome and
another studying in Japan and South Korea.
Kapcsos currently
is employed as an
associate at Allentown-based Breslin Ridyard Fadero
Architects, where she
works in the design of educational facilities.
Through her designs, Kapcsos strives to make
school a fun and exciting place to learn. “If
we can be successful in making children want
to go to school and truly engage them in the
learning process, we’ve not only succeeded in
helping them on their educational journey, but

their overall future. This is important to me.”

CHLOE HOYAK
Chloe Hoyak, 25, is all about collaboration.
Whether it’s working closely on a project with
co-workers or teaming up with like-minded
people to pursue a common interest, her interest in bringing people together is evident.
That’s what led her in 2011 to work with Daniel
Ebner, chairman of the Interior Design Department at NCC, to form the Interior Design Club.
Following her graduation from NCC, Hoyak
spent three years at Savannah College of Art
and Design (SCAD), taking one semester to
study in Hong Kong before graduating in June
2016. While looking for a job, Hoyak was contacted by Michael Bell, a principal at Allentown-based Breslin Ridyard Fadero Architects
and an adjunct professor at NCC.
“He contacted me
for an interview, and
two weeks later I had
the opportunity of a
lifetime,” Hoyak said. As
an interior designer at
Breslin Ridyard Fadero,
she assists the firm’s
architects in developing interior spaces and
is responsible for all
aspects of the design
process, including schematic design, design
development, construction documents and
presentation.
While her skills and abilities have increased
tremendously during her employment and time
at SCAD as an interior designer, Hoyak credits
NCC for providing her with an invaluable base.
“NCC was my stepping stone, and it taught me so
much,” Hoyak said. “It really put me on the path to
where I am today, and I’m very grateful for that.”

“The whole classroom
sounded like hammers
pounding, and it was
great. I don’t know
why I liked that so
much, but it felt like
home.”
Allana Karo
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TJ Watters’ teaching
career got an unusual
jump-start at the very
place he’s loved since
childhood: the football
field. ‘Train athletes to
be champions in life
first, then on the field.’
That’s one of TJ Watters’ favorite quotes from the movie “Forever Strong.” It’s made a lasting impression on his philosophy as
head coach of 10- to 12-year-olds for the Wilson Vikings Midget
Football League.
Watters graduated from NCC last May with an associate degree
in secondary education and is now attending East Stroudsburg
University well on his way to earning his bachelor’s degree. As a
coach, he’s always seen himself as a teacher of sorts. But last fall,
his two passions of teaching and coaching collided head on at one
of the most unexpected places — the football field.
“The dad of one of my players came to me and said he wanted
his son to stop playing football, and he was going to turn in all his
equipment,” Watters recalls. The player was struggling to keep up
his grades, particularly in English and math, where he was failing.
Instead of letting him quit, Watters made him an offer.
“I said, ‘If there’s anything you need help with, bring it to
practice.’ The next week, he came with his English and algebra
homework.” While assistant coaches ran football drills with the
other players, Watters says, “we sat right there on the bench and I
gave him some guidance.” With only three weeks left in the marking period, Watters was able to help the player go from an F to a C
and pass his classes.
School before sports was a guiding philosophy for Watters as he
was growing up, and he’s passing that on to his own players. The
former defensive tackle/defensive end for Wilson High School says
his parents made it clear that playing football wasn’t his priority;
it was a privilege.
Watters carried that approach forward and has his players’ parents sign a contract stating that they’ll let him know if their kids
aren’t doing well in school so action can be taken until their kids’
grades get better. Some of Watters’ youth coaches even make it a
practice to help out players who struggle in school.
“When I played midget football 11 years ago, our coaches would
sit down with us on a Monday or Friday for about an hour and a
half and help us. They were really there for the kids, and I thought
that was a great experience,” Watters recalls.
Watters believes he has gained more than academic excellence
from football. “It’s helped with my discipline and maturity. It’s a
great way to get kids involved. Even for misguided kids, the discipline, integrity and goals they learn in football help them to be
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TJ Watters has managed to combine two of his life’s greatest
passions, football and teaching, into a near-seamless effort
on the local football field.

By CYNTHIA
TINTORRI

LIFE LESSONS ON THE GRIDIRON

“I said, ‘If there’s anything you need
help with, bring it to practice.’ … We
sat right there on the bench, and I
gave him some guidance.” – TJ Watters
better in life.” Watters has also gained a clear career path — to be
a teacher and coach at the middle school or high school level.
Football has even informed Watters’ work in the classroom. As
part of his NCC coursework, he went into an Easton Middle School
pre-algebra class to complete the required 10 hours of tutoring
but ended up volunteering to come in two or three times a week
for months after that.
“Some of the kids had behavioral issues, trouble at home and
difficulties in school. I often used my ‘coach voice’ and was usually able to calm things down. One day I even brought in my whistle
and used it — everyone sat down immediately,” Watters laughs.
Watters is comfortable being a role model for his students and

his players. “One student asked me why I wanted to be a teacher.
I’ve always liked helping others, and teaching and coaching is
one way I can do that. This kid was an athlete for the community
league in Easton, and I talked to him about being a student-athlete, keeping his grades up so he could get scholarships and go to
college.”
Watters plans to continue coaching throughout college, taking
courses during the day and coaching youth football in the evening. “I’m more interested in turning out champion boys than
champion teams,” Watters quotes. “I know I won’t get through to
all of them, but if I’m able to get through to one of them, that’s a
win in my book. I can say I’ve succeeded as a coach.”
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“I’ve grown so much
in so many ways. It
was rough in the
beginning and not all
easy, but I treasure
every moment …”

UNEXP
A Most
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ECTED
Life

For NCC alumna Annisa Amatul Muqtadir, life
hasn’t always unfolded just as she had planned.
By SUSAN SHELLY
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It would be an understatement to say
my life is turning out differently than I
thought it would,” mused Annisa Amatul
Muqtadir, ’18. But the Easton, Pa., native
says she thinks everything that’s happened has helped her to appreciate the
life she has and all that has come with it.
“I’ve learned ‘it is better to show appreciation than to take things for granted’”
quoting a fortune cookie taped to her wall.
The 20-year-old NCC alumnae learned early that life’s path
is neither straight nor easy, and that often, you must rely
on the experience and goodness of others to keep moving
forward.
Those lessons began very early in life for Amatul Muqtadir. She was placed in foster care at birth, with her biological
mother suffering from drug addiction. She went home with
her adoptive parents, Falaah Abdul Muqtadir and Taalibah
Muhammad-Muqtadir, when she was just 5 weeks old.
Growing up the youngest of six siblings in a black, Native
American, Muslim family living in a predominantly white
area of Easton was the only life Amatul Muqtadir knew, and
it was not without some stress. “I loved my neighborhood and
growing up in Easton, but we were different, and sometimes
that was difficult,” she recalled.
Generally, however, she was a happy child, spending her
time climbing trees, riding bikes, caring for stray animals and
writing. “I was always making up stories in my head and writing them,” Annisa said.
With high expectations for their children, Amatul Muqtadir’s parents homeschooled her, keeping her firmly on a college pathway. “It wasn’t if I’d go to college, it was just a matter
of where I’d go,” she recalled. “My parents are both educated
and that was their expectation for us.”
As she began to consider her future, Lafayette College
stood out as an obvious choice. Amatul Muqtadir had
become acquainted with Lafayette students who served as
tutors when she participated in a community program as a
grade-school-age student. She visited campus and attended
open houses there.
When she received her high school diploma in August 2015,
she set her sights on the college that she knew, applying as an
English major. “In March, I found out that I wasn’t accepted
there,” she recalled. “They told me there were areas where I
needed work. It was really devastating, but it also turned out
to be a blessing.”
That blessing came in the form of Northampton Community College, where Amatul Muqtadir reluctantly enrolled as an
English major. “I was going to stay for just one year and then
transfer,” she said. “Instead, it ended up being one of the best
experiences of my life.”
While intent on getting settled into her classes, Amatul
Muqtadir initially found it difficult to adjust to college life.
Confused, she reached out to the Student Affairs Office for
help. During her first semester, a NCC counselor informed
Amatul Muqtadir that she dealt with social anxiety.
“Before I even knew what to call it, my social anxiety had
really affected my experience,” she recalled. “Once counselors
helped me to realize what was happening with that, I was
able to do better.”
Despite her intent to stay on campus for only a year,
Amatul Muqtadir found herself drawn to NCC’s student life
activities. She soon was immersed to the point that Miranda
Baker, Student Life & Leadership Development administrator,
suggested she apply for a work-study job with the Student
Life office. “That just made all the difference,” Amatul Muqtadir said. “I was helping and facilitating events. I got to meet so
many people and do so many different things. Miranda was
key in teaching me how to engage with students while facili-

tating events to make them feel welcome. She constantly said,
‘Be a good person,’ and to this day, I practice that.”
Active in various clubs and groups, she was committed to
improving campus diversity and bringing students of different backgrounds together. As her on-campus involvement
evolved, so did her academic interests.
“I began shifting my interests toward psychology,” Amatul
Muqtadir said. “I remember sitting with friends and asking
them about their courses.” After taking Associate Professor
Jeffrey Armstrong’s abnormal psychology course, Amatul
Muqtadir was hooked.
“It was my hardest class, but it was my favorite,” she
said. “I learned so much and it motivated me greatly. It was
just revolutionary. Jeff made my transition into psychology
wonderful and has paved the road for me to succeed.” The
once-reluctant English major graduated from NCC last May as
a psychology major and is pursuing a bachelor’s degree this
fall at Moravian College in hopes of working in conduct and
counseling in higher ed.
“I used to tell Mitch (Murtha, former NCC assistant dean of
students) that I would take his job someday,” Amatul Muqtadir said. “We’ll see.”
Amatul Muqtadir is thankful for the network of mentors
she acquired while at NCC, all of whom were dedicated to
helping her succeed. “I feel like I’m a different person than
when I started there. Mentors like Mitch, Jeff and Miranda
made the difference. I wouldn’t be where I am now without
them,” she said. “I’ve grown so much in so many ways. It was
rough in the beginning and not all easy, but I treasure every
moment I spent there.”
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Above, Easton,
Pa., native Amatul Muqtadir was
homeschooled
before arriving
at NCC. Today,
the Moravian
College student is
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
hopes of one day
working in higher
education.

FROM NCC TO NFL | CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

‘TWEETS FROM THE JUNGLE’ | CONTINUED FROM PAGE 41

the fall 2015 season.
Wolak was then able to parlay that experience, along with his experience at the
YouTube Space, into a paid internship at the
University of Florida, shooting 21 different
men’s and women’s sports. The documentary on the San Diego Chargers he filmed
on his days off in California sealed the deal
for him.
“That video helped me get the Gators
internship,” Wolak says. “They asked about
it during my interview, and they were
impressed that I produced it through my
own agenda and not for a school project or
anything.”
When his internship at Florida ended,
his supervisors thought highly enough of
his work to put in a good word with the
NFL’s Tampa Bay Bucs, who hired him for a
one-semester, postgraduate videographer
internship that put Wolak on the sidelines
of NFL games for a season. He got to shoot
practice, games and community events
for the team and discovered that he had,
indeed, found his life’s work.
But when the internship was over, Wolak
was unable to immediately find another job.
“There was a time when I was getting real
scared,” he recalls. “For two months, I was in
Tampa where my lease was almost up, not
working anymore with the Bucs and running out of money. I applied everywhere.”
He had moved back to Gainesville, working in a temporary position with the Gators,
when he got a call from the Miami Dolphins. “They have the best creative content
of any team in the NFL,” he says.
Wolak had applied for the Dolphins’
position a couple of months before and was
floored when he heard the words, “We’d love
to have you down here.”
“I had finally gotten my first full-time
job,” Wolak says. “It was the happiest moment of my life.”
He started with the Dolphins in April 2018,
living proof that resourcefulness and perseverance pay off. Remember that independent
Chargers video Wolak made on his days off in
California? That helped him get in the door
at the University of Florida, which helped
him land the internship with the Tampa
Bay Bucs, which gave him the experience he
needed to get hired by the Miami Dolphins.
So in a very real sense, that video did help
him get a job in the NFL. And Wolak has
made the most of it, working on everything
from adrenaline-pumping short videos to a
long-form narrative series called The Grind
that tells compelling behind-the-scenes
stories about players and the team.
For the man who seems to have planned
everything, now that he has his dream job
as a videographer in the NFL, what’s next?
“That’s one I haven’t figured out yet,” Wolak
says with a smile.

him understand his mother’s decision all those
years ago. “I came to a level of forgiveness,” he
says. “It was a complete 180. The floodgates
opened. I went from hating my mom, detesting her, to being proud of her, proud of being
Yanomami.”
In 2011, the man who grew up in the Jersey
suburbs, who was terrified of spiders and even
ladybugs, headed to the Amazon to find his
mother.
“As I went up the river, the color of the
foliage, the sultry air, a flock of parakeets flying
across — it was all familiar,” he says. “I realized
I was going home.”
When he found her, she said, “You finally
made it home.”
Good never asked why she left. He says he
only looked to a new future with his mother.
He returned in 2013 and 2016, determined
to serve as a “trustworthy bridge of dialogue
between the outside world and theirs,” he
says. “I think there is a reason that I’m the
only member of my community who has
been born and raised in Western society.
Today, the Yanomami are dealing with very
complicated issues. They’re trying to fit into
this dual world.”
The reunion led to TGP; the memoir The
Way Around: Finding My Mother and Myself
Among the Yanomami; the pursuit of microbiome research, and ultimately the desire to
earn a medical degree with the goal of helping
the Yanomami.
Debra Bohr, director of the center that houses TGP, describes Good as “an old soul. He’s
just so wise beyond his years. … His incredible
story is what pulls you in initially. Then you
start peeling away all these layers.”

“Camped out on the river last night. We had
a close encounter with a very poisonous and
aggressive spider. … Also, a small poisonous

snake crawled across the doctor’s feet. He
instantly froze with terror.”
Sept. 5, 2018, 8:14 a.m.

About 20 NCC students — along with several
members of the public who are watching a live
feed on Facebook — pepper Good with questions via “this September’s call.”
Have you hunted with a bow and arrow?
(Not yet.)
What do you eat? (Fish, Brazil nuts, anteaters. “The jungle is our grocery store,” he says.)
What is the belief system of the Yanomami?
(A form of animism.)
“It’s really awesome to be able to have a
conversation with someone in the depths of
the Amazon jungle,” Winter Goodman, 12, of
Bethlehem Township, says later. The homeschooled student in her second year at NCC
asked Good whether the Yanomami measure
time. (“There’s no calendar,” he responded. “I’m
looking forward to living linearly … without
due dates or deadlines.”)
“I enjoy hearing,” continues the mathematics and biological sciences major, “about the
vast differences in our two civilizations.”
Bronte Reidinger, 21, a second-year biology major, works as a research assistant with
Good. “The science nerd in me is very excited
about the microbiome research,” says the
Easton resident. “We have an opportunity to
learn about ourselves and indigenous people
and how we can improve our health.”
For Good, the connection he has forged with
students such as Winter and Reidinger gives
one more purpose to his long-way-around
journey.
“This,” he says, “is what it’s all about.”
Lini S. Kadaba is a journalist based in Newtown
Square, Pa., and a former Philadelphia Inquirer staff
writer.

Remembering Hap Wagner

Harold A. “Hap” Wagner, retired CEO of Air Products and dear friend of Northampton Community College, died this past July. He was 82 years old.
At Northampton Community College, Hap and his wife Marcia served as honorary
co-chairs of the Promises to Keep Capital Campaign, which
raised $14.3 million for college priorities including the establishment of the Fowler Family Southside Center. Along with the
late Ed and Inez Donley, the Wagners also provided funding for
renovations to the fifth floor of the Fowler Family Southside
Center. The Wagners were inducted into NCC’s Laureate and
Cornerstone giving societies in 2005, and to the 1967 Society in
2008.
In 1999, the couple established an endowed scholarship at
Northampton that since its inception has helped 44 students
transform their lives by providing full tuition for two years.
When the scholarship was established, Hap said, “We have strong feelings about
Northampton Community College and what it offers to the community. The college is
very much in tune with the community needs. I’ve been impressed with the quality
and focus of programs.” Thanks to his generosity and desire to help, many NCC students realized their dreams for a better future for both themselves and their families.

Check out Jim Wolak’s video work at
jimmywolak.wixsite.com/mysite
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Queen Bee Sharon Zondag ready for action at the hives located in NCC’s East 40 Community
Garden.
QUEEN B | CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

with all the inspiration and bees she needs.
Bee Prep gets the students ready to open their own hives, including equipment they
will need, ordering starter kits of bees for delivery in April 2019 and steps needed to
begin, like feeding startup hives sugar water (with sugar courtesy of Peeps’ parent
company, Just Born) and ways to ensure the bees make it through the winter. She adds,
“Getting ready takes a year, including the two courses, and costs $500 to $800 in bees and
supplies.”
Introductory Beekeeping, offered in Spring 2019, is for anyone curious about the bee’s
history, needs and issues, as well as its importance. She notes, “Because they pollinate 70
percent of our food that requires pollination, their disappearance would be disastrous.”
Both four-hour classes include an hour of up-close and personal hive time when students don white protective gear similar to Zondag’s and watch her open hives to check
her charges’ general health and needs. “I’m looking for signs of pests, whether or not the
queen is well and producing plenty of brood and if they need more room for their brood
and their honey,” she explains.
But students can log even more hive time. Whenever Zondag plans to visit the hives,
past and present students receive email invitations. “Their help is essential, especially
for lifting hive sections that are each laden with 30 to 60 pounds of bees and honey,” she
says.
Aidan Kleckner, a 2018 NCC grad continuing his environmental science studies at East
Stroudsburg University, vows he’ll continue turning out for hive sessions as long as he
lives nearby.
“Opening a bee hive is like peeling off an apartment building’s roof and peering in at
the residents. You can watch bees in all phases, always working together for the common
good,” Kleckner says.
Seeing Sharon work with the bees inspired him to overcome his childhood fear of bees
and their stings.
He adds, “I figured if she could do it, I could do it. Bee stings still happen now and then,
but there’s a bigger picture. I’m helping the bees succeed and survive.”
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Donor profiles
Donald and Dorothy Stabler, Educational and Community Philanthropists

NCC student and Stabler Scholarship recipient
Kiamesha Ope is a second-year registered
nursing student set to graduate this December.

Donald and Dorothy Stabler

TWO OF A KIND

T
By MYRA
SATUREN

he Stabler name is well-known throughout
the region; the legacy of the late Donald B.
and Dorothy L. Stabler has made a difference for numerous students, including those
at Northampton Community College, who
would not have been able to attend college
without their generosity.
Born in Williamsport, Pa., Donald graduated from Lehigh
University, where he majored in civil engineering, in 1930. In
1940, he started what eventually became Stabler Companies
Inc., based in Harrisburg.
Donald served as a member of the boards of directors of
Dauphin Deposit Bank and Trust Company, Millers Mutual
Insurance Company, Pinnacle Health Hospitals, Miami Heart
Research Institute, Associated Pennsylvania Constructors,
American Road and Transportation Builders Association,
and The Road Information Program. He received numerous
awards for his distinguished business career and philanthropy.
Dorothy L. Stabler was born in Dayton, Ohio. She served
on the boards of trustees of Messiah College, Harrisburg
Area Community College and Wood Services. She was
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awarded an honorary degree from Susquehanna University.
The Donald B. and Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation was
established by Mr. and Mrs. Stabler in 1966 exclusively for
charitable, religious, scientific, literary and educational
purposes. Mr. and Mrs. Stabler contributed generously
both personally and through the foundation to numerous
nonprofit, charitable organizations. Many of their personal
contributions were made anonymously.
The Stablers believed in discipline and self-reliance. In
accordance with this philosophy, each recipient of a Stabler
Scholarship signs a nonbinding “letter of intent” evidencing a
“debt of conscience” by which the student pledges to contribute to his or her college, in the future, funds at least equal to
the scholarship assistance the student has received.
Northampton Community College students began receiving the Stabler Scholarship in the 2011-12 academic year.
Donald Stabler passed away in 1997 and Dorothy
Stabler in 2005. Although the Stablers are are no longer
with us, their legacy lives on in the hundreds of students
whose lives have been transformed through their generosity and vision.

Northampton Community College
3835 Green Pond Road
Bethlehem, PA 18020-7599
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THE
DREAM
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What began as a passion for
David Ross ’08 during his college
days at NCC has blossomed into an
unflinching pursuit toward
his dream of musical stardom in
the heart of country music.
SEE P. 32 FOR MORE.

