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FROM TH E EDI TORS

Old is a state of mind

hinking back on your college days—for some of
us it’s a memory more distant than for others –
what stands out? There are memories of impossibly
difficult tests, panic-cramming for finals until your
head throbs and your eyes won’t focus, wonderful moments cheering on or playing for the school team,
hilarious times with new friends outside of class, and
mystical moments of self-discovery inspired by that
special professor.
Over time, memories of college mellow and fade,
until only a few highlights stand out. Still every graduate,
no matter how far removed, seems able to name a special professor.You can test this yourself: ask any college
graduate to tell you about a favorite professor, and
you’re likely to get a nostalgic answer with specifics
and details.
Some of our most memorable professors were
what we might fondly call, “real characters” who could
‘work’ a classroom like a nightclub entertainer works
a comedy room.They were performers, making their
subject material come to life in creative ways. Not only
did you enjoy the class, you understood and absorbed
complex material. Students might even find themselves
chuckling out loud while taking the final exam. Humor,
cleverly employed, can serve as a great memory trigger.
This issue of Northampton Magazine takes a
look at the techniques that some of Northampton’s
wonderful teachers use to engage students.The popular
assumption is that students’ attention spans have
grown shorter. Making matters more challenging,
communications gadgets compete with teachers for
students’ attention in the classroom. It used to be that
students had basically two choices for what to do during
classroom lectures: pay attention or sleep – maybe three
if you want to include daydreaming. But the student suddenly has far more options.Teachers now have to compete, not only with daydreaming thoughts of spring
break but with the reality that students may be fiddling
with text-messaging-internet-connected cell phones or
surfing around on wireless laptops.
However, most Northampton faculty members we
spoke to for this issue didn’t seem to feel much has
changed when it comes to the fundamental challenge of
engaging students. It still comes down to teachers who
are passionate about their subject material using creative
approaches to get students intellectually involved.
Students who are 100 percent engaged in academic discussion won’t be text messaging their classmate down
the hall.
So, while distractions have increased and attention
spans have declined, basic teaching fundamentals don’t
change. It still all comes down to finding ways to
make the connection between the natural intellectual
curiosity of the students and the interesting reality of the
subject matter. Easier said than done.
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Springfest 2004

ome come
for the food.
Some come
for the fun.
Each year on the first
Sunday in May thousands
of area residents flock
to NCC's campus for
a festival like no other.
Where else can you get
a Superman tattoo that
will wash off when you
take a bath? Learn about
chemistry and culinary
arts? Hear 16 student
bands and a group that
opens for the Beach
Boys and Jimmy Buffett?
Applaud dogs that are
more agile than you are?
Climb a wall?
Springfest,
of course!

S
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E is for
Engagement
hink globally,
act locally” is a
motto NCC
students, faculty, and staff
have taken to heart. It is also
at the heart of the College’s
strategic plan. “Engagement”
ranks with “access” and
“excellence” as one of the
College’s three priorities for
the next five years. Although
giving back to the community
has been part of “The
Northampton Way” since the
beginning, outreach efforts
seemed imbued with a
special fervor this year:

“T

Spartans wear orange, especially
when picking up litter on busy
streets.

Goodbye, ivory tower. Hello, real world.
The number of students engaged in service learning more than doubled this year. Close to 100
students in criminal justice, political science, psychology, Spanish and sociology courses chose to
do service related to their coursework, delivering meals to shut-ins, tutoring elementary school
students, supervising recreational activities in after-school programs, assisting in a horseback
riding program for children with disabilities, and helping with voter registration drives and
political campaigns. Journaling, critical thinking and sharing insights with classmates helped
students integrate real world experience with what they studied in class.

Community service gets in your blood
Students, faculty and staff rolled up their sleeves and donated more than 300 pints of blood
during blood drives on both campuses.The College also continued to host the March of
Dimes Walkathon and the Jingle Bell Run for the Arthritis Foundation, and to support participants in the American Heart Walk, the MS Walk, Lite the Night, Relay for Life and even the
Disney Marathon, where Director of Early Childhood Education Programs Becky Gorton finished sixth in her age group, helping to raise $6 million for leukemia and blood-related cancers.

Food for thought
Lasagna for 60? No problem!
Starting in January, NCC students, faculty and staff devoted
one Saturday morning a
month to preparing and serving a hot meal at the Trinity
Ark Soup Kitchen in Easton.
Throughout the year, truckloads of canned goods found
their way to local food
banks through food drives
sponsored by student
clubs and through
collections at NCC
Theatre productions. A new club
called “Northampton Cares” also took on a
meat drive. In addition to efforts to meet
immediate needs, a grant from Pennsylvania
Campus Compact enabled NCC to probe
the causes of hunger in the Lehigh Valley
in an effort to effect long-term change.

Don’t go ‘round hungry! In addition
to hot entrees, volunteers from
NCC are always willing to whip up
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches
for younger taste buds at the Trinity
Ark Soup Kitchen.

How green is our Valley?
In April NCC became an adoptive parent. Armed with vests, gloves and
litter bags, volunteer “caretakers” from NCC can now be seen picking
up litter along East 4th Street in South Bethlehem as part of a multiyear commitment to the Adopt-A-Highway program. Meanwhile, back
on campus, a newly formed Environmental Task Force challenged the College
community to step up recycling efforts that keep hundreds of cubic yards of glass, aluminum, plastic and paper products out of the landfills each year.

Not just a T-shirt
Whether it involved creating Holiday Hope Chests for more than 300 disadvantaged children,
raising more than $2000 for a women’s shelter through a production of “The Vagina
Monologues,” caring for abandoned animals, or setting a new record for the United Way campaign at the Monroe Campus, NCC students, faculty and staff embraced community service in
a big way this year, making “Community is our Middle Name” more than just a slogan.

4

NCC Adds New Programs
as Job Market Improves
embers of the Class of 2004 are in luck.
Employers plan to hire an average of 13 more
new college graduates in 2003-04 than they
did in 2002-03 according to the experts at the
National Association of Colleges and Employers.
Even in last year’s tight job market – described
by some career counselors as the harshest in 20
years – NCC graduates fared well. A survey conducted
by the College’s Career Services Offices shows that 94 percent of NCC students who completed their studies between
August of 2002 and May of 2003 are either employed or
continuing their education. The survey, which had a response
rate of 94 percent, also revealed that more than half of the
College’s career programs had a perfect 100 percent
placement rate.
As the economy improves, NCC has added seven new
degree programs that respond to student interest and
employer demand:
Majoring in biotechnology will prepare students to work
for bioinformatics, biomedical, biotechnology, cosmetics, chemical, forensics, or pharmaceutical companies or for government agencies such as the FDA, the NIH, and the USDA. It is
possible to complete the degree on either a full- or a parttime basis.
Graduates of the diagnostic medical sonography program will have the skills needed to operate state-of-the-art
equipment used in hospitals and clinics to diagnose a variety
of medical conditions. There is currently a shortage of sonographers, not only in Pennsylvania, but nationwide.
Surgical technologists are also important members of
the health care team, helping surgeons, registered nurses and
other medical personnel get patients ready for surgery and
taking care of instruments in the operating room. NCC’s
new program in surgical technology includes a clinical
rotation where students gain experience working in a local
hospital.
Students interested in becoming speech and language
pathologists can get a sound foundation and save money for
the master’s degree that is required in this field by starting at
NCC and majoring in communications disorders. This
curriculum is designed for transfer to East Stroudsburg
University or to other institutions offering advanced degrees.
Students who enjoy writing and/or public speaking may
now major in communications studies at NCC. This program offers students flexibility in choosing courses so they
will be able to work for many different types of organizations
where gathering, interpreting and disseminating information in
a clear, concise and creative manner is important.
In the area of applied technology, a 62-credit program in
electrical construction technology is designed to enable

M

Choices are expanding
for students interested in careers
in healthcare.

students to earn an associate’s degree while completing the
apprenticeship program for the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers. Open to non-IBEW members as well as to
union members, it includes both technical and academic courses.
Computer security is a growing field in an age of hackers
and viruses. A new degree program in computer security is
designed to meet the need for computer security specialists in
industry and in government.
Admission to some of these programs is competitive,
but it is not too late to enroll in others for the fall semester.

Seal of Approval
ongratulations to NCC’s nursing and sonography programs. Both completed extensive self-studies this year,
followed by site visits by members of national accrediting associations. Both were pronounced healthy! The nursing
program has been reaccredited for a period of eight years with
commendations for its well-constructed curriculum, systematic
program evaluation plan, and the leadership of the director.
The diagnostic medical sonography program was granted initial
accreditation. In evaluating new offerings in this field, members
of the site visit team from the Joint Review Committee on
Education in Diagnostic Medical Sonography commended
NCC for responding quickly to meet a community need, for a
well-thought-through program assessment plan, for the caliber
of the faculty, and for the active involvement of the advisory
committee, medical director, adjunct faculty and clinical instructors. Mattie Roig, dean of allied health and sciences at NCC,
says, “The National League for Nursing and the Joint Review
Committee on Education in Diagnostic Medical Sonography
are known for their high standards. To get positive feedback
from both review teams was very gratifying.”

C
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NCC Creates Center for Healthcare Education
ommunity colleges are good for your health. If you’ve had an X-ray taken at an
area hospital, chances are that the radiographer was an NCC alum. If you’ve had
your teeth cleaned in a local dentist’s office, the person helping to keep your
smile bright and your gums healthy was probably a graduate of NCC’s dental
hygiene program. And more than 3000 (yes, you read that correctly) RNs and
LPNs have gotten their start at Northampton Community College.
The College’s role in healthcare education expanded this year with the creation of a
“Center for Healthcare Education.” The staff is committed to meeting the continuing education
needs of nursing home administrators, emergency services personnel, dietary aides,
optometrists, funeral service directors, and veterinary technicians as well as individuals
employed in the fields listed above. It is also branching out into other areas of healthcare.
At the heart of the center is its director, Judy Rex, an RN with high energy and 20+
years of experience in acute care, long-term care, research, and education. Rex is excited
about partnering with hospitals and other healthcare agencies to improve education for
nurse aides, home health aides, dietary aides and other paraprofessionals who often
receive very little formal instruction.The center already oversees certification for home
health aides serving the elderly in Carbon,
Lehigh, Monroe and Northampton counties
and works with NCC’s director of business
training resources to offer 50 hours of training for caregivers who staff group homes for
adults with mental retardation or mental illness in Berks, Lehigh, Monroe, Northampton,
Pike and Wayne counties.
Clients include schools and businesses,
too. Companies like Behr Processing have
contracted with the staff to teach employees CPR and first aid.
The staff provides similar training for teachers in local elementary and secondary schools, as well as supplying specialized
training such as IV therapy for hospice workers and instruction in
blood borne pathogens mandated by OSHA.
Initiatives aimed at alleviating the nursing shortage include a
program to enable nurses who have “stopped out” of the profession
to raise a family or to pursue other careers to reactivate their licenses, courses for nurses trained in other countries who want to practice
in the United States, and a distance education program for experienced
nurses who want specialized training to work in the operating room.
In the future the center plans to add courses in Spanish for medical personnel, pharmacology for LPNs, and wilderness first aid, along with classes
geared to meet the needs of hospice aides, hospital aides, nurses’ aides, and
research assistants working on clinical trials.
Although most of its programs are designed for healthcare professionals, the center also
offers classes in CPR, first aid and health-related topics for the general public.The staff has even
put together a special “career camp” for the next generation of healthcare workers. From July
13-15, ninth through twelfth graders will get to feel the pulse of a local hospital, ambulance station, fire school and the 911 dispatch center as they learn about a variety of health-related
occupations and work toward certification in CPR and first aid. For students contemplating
careers in nursing, radiography, surgical technology and emergency services, the camp could be
just what the doctor ordered!

C

Community
colleges supply 60
percent of new nurses in
the United States and 80% of
emergency medical technicians.
In addition to preparing nurses
and EMTs, NCC is also proud to
have educated many of the dental
hygienists and radiographers in
the Lehigh Valley.

6

Healthcare
professionals
must update
their knowledge
and skills every
year. Many turn
to NCC for
continuing
education.
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Kerry Behind the Scenes
aving only two days to plan a major event from start to finish might seem like a
virtual impossibility. But for a presidential candidate’s advance team, who often
begins the day in one state and ends it in another, having two days is pure luxury.
Several NCC staff members found that out firsthand over spring break this year.
During the afternoon on Friday, March 12, Northampton’s Vice President for Administrative
Affairs Helene Whitaker received word that Democratic presidential hopeful John Kerry
would be arriving at the college in less than 48 hours. His camp asked to conduct a town hall
meeting with area residents in what would be his first visit to Pennsylvania since he won the
Iowa caucuses.
Immediately, the setup process began.
“I was amazed at how cool, calm and collected everyone was,” Whitaker said. “Everything
just fell into place.They told me, ‘In our world, two days is a lot of time.’ ”
While most of the details of the setup were left to the Kerry planners, several
Northampton staffers jumped in feet first to help the event run smoothly.Those who helped
with the planning endured social security and background checks in order to receive backstage access before the event.
Damian Righi, manager of media services, had a scheduled vacation day cut short when
he received an urgent message from the college. Instead of a relaxing day off, he spent a
frantic day making phone calls and securing equipment and technicians for lighting and closed
circuit video.Then, he spent the Saturday before the speech helping Kerry’s team set up.
Tom Briggs, computer network engineer, and his team were called on to work creatively
to allow for wireless access in the theatre and surrounding area. He spent all day Sunday
monitoring the network for problems.
No one knew how many members of the public would try to get a space in the theater.
Since tickets were going to be first-come, first-serve that morning, it was anyone’s guess.
The first prospective audience members arrived at dawn. By 11 a.m., the line had
stretched out, single file, ending close to the Oakland Road entrance to the college.Tim Brady,
assistant director of building and grounds, estimates that by starting time, 450 people packed
the auditorium, an additional 250 watched via closed circuit television in the lobby and 300
chose to listen via speakers outside in the quad or leave when the theater reached capacity.
“Watching the event on Sunday from the production booth was a true spectacle.The
lobby was absolutely packed, and there were more people still outside trying to get in,” Righi said.
Meanwhile, Whitaker and a few students and VIP guests were holed up in a locker room,
waiting to meet Kerry in person.The presidential hopeful was preparing in another nearby
locker room. He came out from time to time for a few interactions, asking Whitaker detailed
questions about the college.
Then, there was a knock at the door. “Surprise, Surprise. Are we ready to roll?” Kerry asked.
But on his way into the auditorium, Kerry was told that a large number of disappointed
people were waiting in the overflow area, ready to watch
him on closed circuit television. When he found out
about the crowd, he paid them an unexpected visit
before he entered the theatre.The crowd roared with
appreciation. One problem: Kerry’s camp didn’t notify
the production booth, which had music playing at the
same time.
But a “go with the flow” attitude prevailed. Kerry
soon entered Lipkin Theatre, and the rest of the event
went off without a hitch, leaving staff members prepared
for future high profile visitors.
~ Sandy Stahl

H

Checkpoints:
Having a Secret Service-protected
candidate appear on campus,
gives rise to some interesting
security experiences:
Chocolate chip cookies, intended as
a backstage gift for Kerry (they’re
reportedly among his favorite
foods), were whisked away to be
sniffed by dogs.They were returned
just seconds before the presentation
took place.
A college staffer had to throw away
two unopened cans of soda (after
all, the speech was during the lunch
hour!) at the security checkpoint.
When an audience member
reached out toward the candidate
with his hand slightly cupped, he was
immediately told by a Secret Service
guard to greet the candidate with
his palm completely open.
Whenever the dog handlers had to
get anywhere, a stern “Attack dogs
coming through!” did wonders to
part the crowd.
An audience member who accidentally left his cell phone at the
security check had to retrieve it
through the Bethlehem police.
Purses and bags were checked
thoroughly, and all electronics,
such as PDAs, cameras and tape
recorders, had to be turned on to
prove that they were working and
not hollowed-out weapons.
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Kraus
Drawing
Competition

From left: Karen Hoffman, honorable mention; Justina
Kress, Patrick Kraus's niece; Birgit Bacher, honorable
mention; Lauren Kress, Patrick's niece; Katherine Anne
Kraus, Patrick's mother; Melissa Hiller, Patrick's sister;
Yaritza Lozano, 1st place; Cody Harding, Patrick's
nephew; Tom Shillea, director of art programs; and
Nazar Shijar, 2nd place.

he Patrick Kraus Memorial Drawing Competition is funded by the
Patrick Kraus Endowment, established by the late John “Duke” Kraus,
former NCC bookstore manager, and his wife, Katherine, in memory
of their son, Patrick, an artist who attended NCC in 1985-86.

T

“The idea of this scholarship arose from my
family’s desire to keep alive the essence of who
Patrick was as a person and an artist. The
development of the scholarship was somewhat
cathartic for my parents and siblings during a
very difficult time. Since the death of my father,
Duke Kraus, the presentation of this award has
become even more poignant for us.
In recent years, the scholarship has
taken on new meaning for our family. It has
allowed Patrick’s nieces and nephews to learn
more about an uncle they knew only from family
stories and photographs.The ability to be able
to assist an art student with his/her education is an honor for our family and something we will continue to support.The Patrick
J. Kraus Drawing Competition is a legacy that
we intend pass down to our children.”
~ Melissa Hiller Patrick’s sister;
assistant director of the Center
for Healthcare Education at NCC.
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SPARTAN SCOREBOARD
Tops in the Country
CC’s intercollegiate wrestling program is only three years
old, but it already boasts a national champion. This past
March after winning the state title at 149 pounds, computer
information technology major Bobby Zuber traveled to Dallas,
Texas, where he lassoed the national crown with scores of
5-2,11-3, and 6-3. Overall NCC finished 9th in the National
Collegiate Wrestling Association Championship, competing
against teams from all over the country, including Ohio State,
Texas A&M, Bucknell,Yale and Clemson. Adding to NCC’s
point total were Jesse Probus who came in seventh at 235
pounds and Jason Snyder, who took seventh in the 141-pound
class. Joe Spiegel qualified for nationals, but was unable to
wrestle due to a knee injury. “We had a great tournament for
taking only four guys,” Coach Mark Quagliato told The ExpressTimes. Zuber came to NCC from Northampton Area High
School, where he competed on a team that is a perennial high
school powerhouse. He has worked full-time in construction
while pursuing his associate’s degree. Interviewed by The
Express-Times after returning from nationals, he commented,
“Northampton gave me the opportunity to compete like I did
in high school. It’s been a great experience.”

N

Lady Spartans Overcome
Adversity
hat a season it was for the women’s basketball team!
Seeded third in the east, the Lady Spartans defeated both
the #1 and #2 seeds to clinch the conference title. They even
came within seven points of winning the state championship.
They didn’t do it the easy way! Sixteen weeks of pounding
the boards had taken their toll by the time the Eastern
Pennsylvania Collegiate Tournament rolled around. Injuries
had sidelined all but seven NCC players Although the bench
was “spartan,” the team easily eclipsed sixth-seeded Luzerne
County Community College 62-39 in the first round of
post-season play, going on to record a 75-69 victory over
Manor Junior College behind the red hot scoring of freshman Missy Bachert. Unfortunately the finals were scheduled
for a day on which one of NCC’s starting forwards could not play for religious
reasons. The squad was down to six when NCC took the court against Harrisburg Area
Community College – a team that had beaten them twice during the regular season. By half-time the only player
left on the NCC bench was a starting guard who had twisted her knee. Down by 7 points coming out of the locker room, the
Spartan Five battled on, emerging victorious over Harrisburg by the final buzzer. “The girls played phenomenally,” Coach Art
Wolfe exclaims. Congratulations to team members Melissa Bachert, Kwanesh Davis, Pam Dawes, Stephanie French, Elisandra
Garcia,Tanya Gauronsky, Meghan Hildebrand, Ryan Lansberg and Alexis Walker and to coaches Art Wolfe and Tara Belfield on
an outstanding season.

W
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N CC Bookbag
Atonement by Ian McEwan.
New York: Nan A Talese/Doubleday, 2002.
Briony Tallis, age 13, witnesses a crime during a
weekend party at her parents’ British estate. The
events that occur on a summer day in 1935, fictionalized by her young literary mind, set into action
a crime and its punishment. Cecilia Tallis, Briony's
older sister, and Robbie Turner, a family friend, find
their lives and relationship spiraling out of control.
It is a novel about the coming of age of a
young girl, the demise of the great manor houses of England, and the effects of war on man,
woman, and nation. Readers may feel manipulated
at the end of this novel, but satisfied after reading
the work of a true master of his craft. ~ Marilyn
Terpe and Krista Prock

Black Dahlia Avenger: A Genius
for Murder by Steve Hodel. New

It’s time
to hose
down your
hammock
and brew
some sun
tea. Here’s
a summer
reading
list from
the Mack

York: Arcade Press, 2003.
For anyone who’s ever watched the TV
series “Unsolved Mysteries” or has otherwise
heard of the infamous “Black Dahlia murder”
that occurred in L.A. in 1947, and been
intrigued by this unsolved crime, this is the latest in a number of books that claim to
identify the perpetrator. The body of
Elizabeth Short, aka The Black Dahlia, was
found laying in a vacant lot, mutilated and cut
in half. Although it was a murder requiring surgical precision, no one was ever tried for this crime. Steve Hodel, a
retired detective with the Los Angeles Police department,
provides a peek into police corruption surrounding the
crime, as well as, the lives of the rich and famous in
Hollywood. ~ Anne Sabaric

Library
staff.

Candy and Me: A Love Story by Hilary Liftin.
New York: Free Press, 2003.
Liftin has written an autobiography, but each event she
describes is accompanied by the candy that helped her
through it. Liftin has an almost insatiable appetite for candy
and her memories are tied to that love of everything
sweet. Would conversation hearts help her talk to her
high school crush on a school ski trip? Can you determine a person’s personality based on whether or not
they like circus peanuts? While telling her story, Liftin also
passes on her tremendous knowledge (and theories) of
everything candy. Her descriptions of the levels of flavor is
hilarious. “Chocolate is a primary flavor… Fruit candy is a
secondary flavor – candy made to taste like natural food.” The
flavors of Bottle Caps (which come in soda flavors such as cola
and root beer) are tertiary ‘“artificial flavors representing artificial flavors.” Liftin is nostalgic about candy and anyone with a
sweet tooth will love this fun, easy-to-read book.
~ Krista Prock
12

The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-time by Mark Haddon.
New York: Doubleday, 2003.
Mark Haddon’s first novel centers around the
story of a 15-year old autistic savant. Christopher
Boone lives in a world defined by his disabilities.
He suffers from compulsive behaviors, is overly
sensitive to noise and touch, has trouble dealing
with unexpected events in his daily routine and is
unable to relate to others on an emotional
level—yet he relaxes by doing complicated math
problems in his head. The story revolves around
the killing of a neighbor’s dog. Christopher, imitating one of his heroes, the esteemed Mr. Sherlock
Holmes, sets out to solve the mystery. Using
Holmes’ patented deduction and logic,
Christopher not only solves the mystery, but
unravels the secrets of his parents’ failed marriage.
Along the way he begins to find his niche in a
world that had been closed to him previously.
The novel is both touching and humorous and as
readers see the world through the unfiltered
mind of an autistic boy, they will come away with
a greater understanding and compassion for the
autistic. ~ Marilyn Terpe

Double Down: Reflections on Gambling
and Loss by Frederick and Steven Barthelme.

Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2000.
The real-life experiences of two brothers, professors at a
Mississippi university, is grist for opponents of legalized gambling. Living a stone's throw away from the glittering, neonwrapped riverboat casinos on the Gulf Coast, their casual
interest in gambling quickly turns into an irresistible obsession.
Between them, the brothers throw away a $250,000 inheritance with both hands. What the reader, and the brothers,
don't expect is that these shining examples of ineptitude will
be arrested for cheating! Their story gives insight into the
addictive highs and stunning lows that draw chronic losers
back to casinos, and hold them there for hours, praying that
the next roll of the dice will be "the big one."
~ Anne Bittner

Dude, Where’s My Country? by Michael Moore.
New York:Warner Books, 2003.
Even if you haven’t read Stupid White Men, or seen Bowling
for Columbine, Michael Moore will make readers stop and
think. Michael Moore’s progressive thinking provides an alternative to the conservative books and talk shows on the air.
Believing that most people in the United States are liberals,
Moore writes this book as a guide to taking the nation back
from the conservatives and electing a Democrat as president,
in 2004. The first chapter begins by asking George W. Bush
seven questions including ones about the ties between his
family and the Saudi royal family with their relationship to

Osama bin Laden. Moore is insightful as he writes about going
to war in Iraq, corporate welfare recipients, and the Patriot
Act, but also writes with humor, including a chapter on talking
with one’s conservative relatives. ~ Anne Sabaric

a truer happiness. Golden's story is so well told that
the reader can easily see the beauty and mystery
behind the lives of Japan's most well-known women.
~ Marilyn Terpe

Easter Island by Jennifer Vanderbes.
New York: Dial Press, 2003.
Two intrepid young women are linked by parallel journeys to
Easter Island. Elsa Beasley, follows her husband on an expedition to the island of the colossal Moai where she discovers the
rongorongo tablets, a love of linguistics, and a passion for life.
Sixty years later, Greer Farraday, an American botanist, ventures to the remote island to escape the sadness enveloping
her life. As she submerges herself in the studies of pollen and
the island’s history, she too makes some startling revelations.
Vanderbes crafts an engrossing story in her first novel, intermingling history and science. ~ Olga Conneen

Pandora’s Clock by John J. Nance.
New York: Doubleday, 1995.
A Doomsday virus may be loose on an
American airline heading from Germany to
the United States. Forced to make a stop in
the UK when a passenger dies of a presumed heart attack, the plane is suddenly
believed to be carrying fatally infectious passengers
(level 4 pathogen – no cure). No nation will let
them land. And suddenly they are the target of a
terrorist attack. An exciting mix of aviation,
secret government plots, and thrills.
~ Deanna Robinson

Emperor of Ocean Park by Stephen L. Carter.
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2002.
Talcott Garland, a respected law professor at an Ivy League
college, finds his life unraveling after the unexpected death of
his father and his wife’s nomination to the federal court of
appeals.The two events intertwine to create a masterful story
of ambition, race, and familial angst. Beset by the painful memories of his father’s nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court and
subsequent dishonor,Talcott‘s support of his wife’s judicial
career is tepid at best. Add to the mix a mysterious letter
from his dead father to look after his “arrangements” and
you’ve got a legal thriller that makes for great vacation reading.
~ Olga Conneen

Triangle: The Fire That Changed
America by David Von Drehle.

New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 2003.
On March 25, 1911, 146 garment workers, mostly
women, were killed in a fire at the Triangle Waist
Company in New York City. The doors to the
stairwells were locked to prevent theft. Fire
escapes were inadequate for the size of the
building. Fire company ladders did not reach
above the sixth floor. Bystanders watched
as women threw themselves out of windows rather than die in the flames. The
factory owners were acquitted of any
The Faraway Horses by Buck Brannaman.
wrongdoing. This educational and emotional
Guilford, Connecticut: Lyons Press, 2001.
read tells the story of an important part of
Buck’s “life relationship” with horses started after his abusive
American history and the immigrant’s roll in
childhood. After leaving the foster home in which he was
the changing face of American labor laws. ~
raised, he worked on several ranches in Montana, learning how Krista Prock
to understand a horse’s mind and train his body with kindness.
Unholy Matrimony: A True Story
Along the way, he found that there were more people probof Murder and Obsession by John
lems than horse problems. This autobiography details an
Dillmann. New York: Macmillan, 1986.
adventurous life in which the author learns not only about
Sent to investigate a seemingly typical hit-andhorses, but the character of their handlers as well. Buck
run accident, New Orleans detective Dillmann
Brannaman served as a consultant to Robert Redford in his
becomes convinced that the victim, a newlymovie “The Horse Whisperer.” ~ Pam Lehman
wedded bride, was not killed by chance.
Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden.
Dillmann uses personal recollections from his
New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2000.
former career walking the Big Easy homicide beat to
Told from a young girl's point of view, this is the story of Nitta bring the gritty side of this tourist paradise to life. If
Sayuri and her rise to fame as one of Kyoto's most loved and you love the television shows CSI or Law &
powerful geishas. As a young girl, Sayuri was taken from her
Order, but always wondered how they would
family and away from the poor fishing village of her birth.
taste with a Cajun spice, this is the book for
Separated from her sister, she endures cruelty, hard work, and you. I won't reveal the ending, but let's just say
constant trial before becoming one of the most renowned
the murderer comes within a hair's breadth
geisha's of Kyoto's Gion pleasure district. It is her inner spirit, of making a clean getaway. ~ Anne Bittner
reflected in her pale blue eyes that finally pushes her to pursue
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“These days lawyers and legalism are
very often seen in not a very good
light in our society. There is a public
demeaning of them. One of the
things the film illustrates is that laws
are important in the pursuit of justice. When there’s a separation of
groups in our society, the law is one
of the things we resort to to help
use put things right.”
Elizabeth Bodien, assistant professor of
sociology, during a discussion of “The
Road to Brown,” a documentary about
events leading up to the historic
Supreme Court decision declaring segregation in the public schools to be illegal.

“The legacy [of early civil
rights crusaders] has opened
up opportunities for me to
be here. I’m very aware of
that. It moves me to get up
in the morning and to get
my kids out of bed and say,
‘you are going to school
everyday.’”
Laura DiTaranto, a paralegal
major at NCC

“You don’t know the power
you have. You outnumber
the rest of us. There are
more people under the age
of 25 eligible to vote than on
the other side. And yet the
older you are the more likely you are to vote.”
State Representative Richard
Grucela speaking to young students attending a panel presentation in which elected officials and political activists discussed the upcoming election.
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“You have to understand that it is
okay to fail and if you fall down
or slip up, you cannot give up,”
Adrian Yaguez ‘02, assistant registrar,
one of six faculty and staff members
to share wisdom born of life experience with students in the annual
“On the Road to Northampton” program sponsored by NCC’s Hispanic
Caucus, the Hispanic American
Cultural Club and Act 101.

“I have always had the impression
that this institution is on the cutting edge of what is happening. I
came back believing that even
more. That’s not to say we don’t
have more to do, but we are on
the right track.”
Karl Stackhouse, vice chair of NCC’s
Board of Trustees, reporting to the
board on a meeting of the
Association of Governing Boards,
whose membership includes trustees
from colleges and universities all
over the country.

TEACHING
T

TECHNIQUES
Engaging
The Imagination

J

Sometimes innovative teaching techniques
hide in plain sight.

ust ask Cyd Skinner. A psychology instructor at
Northampton’s Monroe Campus, Skinner was
checking links to useful Web sites recommended in
her course textbook. The link to hypnosis.org looked
interesting. It was, though not as Skinner expected.

story by Robert K. Hays
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“. . . education is
far more than a
set of letters behind
a person’s name”

I

~ Cyd Skinner

nstead of finding worthwhile interactive material, she unearthed an even better lesson for her
students, she says. “Hypnosis.org is clearly a forprofit site run by an individual who claims that
his e-books and tapes can, among other things, cure
social phobia, obesity, smoking, addiction, and panic
attacks – all easily!”
Skinner bore into the Web site. What she found surprised her students even more.
Says Skinner: “A quick Google search on the university which granted the site owner's Ph.D. turns up
legal action forcing the school to shut down, and a few
further links bring us to a very well-known doctor of
psychology … who also received his Ph.D. from this
discredited university.”
This last discovery, Skinner says, drew gasps from
her students who own books by this Ph. D. and have
seen him on “Oprah.”
Skinner says she now uses the suspect Web site
as an in-class exercise. “My students and I go
through the claims made and
discuss if they really could
be true, who determines
what is a .org site, and
what the credentials of
the site's owner are.”
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In about 20 minutes, Skinner says, her students learn
not only about hypnosis, but also about the “importance
of questioning experts, from the textbook to the Web and
even ‘Oprah.’”
They also learn about using their own judgment
and evaluation skills, she says, and “that education is
far more than a set of letters behind a person's name.”
There’s an added perk, Skinner says. “The author of
my intro textbook will be removing this site recommendation from future editions, and the students of NCCMonroe Campus will be recognized in the acknowledgments for their contribution.”
Cyd Skinner capitalized on a textbook oversight to
engage her students, but others on the Northampton
faculty have their own ways to stimulate learning, not
always easy in the age of MTV attention spans. Short
of setting off flash-grenades, what do they do to arouse
students?
“I think having a loud voice and a
sharp sense of humor goes a long way,”
remarks Jim Horwat, a computer graphics
instructor.
“I also like to play the wildcard
and stay unpredictable,” he says.
“I've found that mixing up the routine
keeps a pretty good level of
interest going, both out of
curiosity – and maybe even
a little bit fear!”

the way of a good lecture. The professor would jump
off his podium again and again to underscore a point
about German airmen during World War I jumping off
their zeppelin so it gained sufficient altitude to bomb
London.
Some of his other profs, however, revealed less of
themselves, Page says. “They were learned, with
Ph.D.s, but never ventured an opinion. But I do.”
Jim Von Schilling lets videos do some of the revealarl Page, too, likes his students. “I think it
ing. They’re especially useful, he says, in “The
begins with respect, [with] seeing your students,” says the 35-year teaching veteran. His American Work Experience,” a humanities course that
explores the history and meaning of work in America
classroom approach is to be himself, he says.
since the early 1800s.
“What I teach can’t be divorced from who I am.”
“With video, I can engage my students in the
Passion is important, says Page, a professor of sociology and history known for his signature cap and bib issues and problems of real working people or their fictional ‘Hollywood’ versions,” says Von Schilling, prooveralls. “If you don’t love what you’re
fessor of English.
doing, how the hell are you going to
“Certain moments I feel have
make people care? It begins there – with
almost magical powers to capture and
being totally committed to what you’re
present to my students an experience
doing.”
they can’t help but ponder: breaker
Political correctness is not the Page
boys sorting Pennsylvania coal with
way. He readily admits to using choice
their feet and bare hands, Charlie
street expressions to communicate in
Chaplin captured by an assembly-line
class. “I think my students know what
belt and falling into oversized gears in
I’m doing. You have to open yourself to
Modern Times, Michael Moore’s microthem, let them know who they are. Are
phone abruptly silenced at a General
you a known quantity or some talking
Motors stockholder meeting, and
head?”
dozens of smiling Bethlehem Steel
When he was a college student, Page
employees waving goodbye in a midsays, one of his professors was a scholar
1990s company video.”
in his 60s who didn’t let pride stand in
Horwat is notorious for asking students to prove
they’ve made progress, he says. “They've got to show
me on the screen so I can see for myself – physical evidence – call me a detective.”
The personal touch is key, he says. “I truly like my
students and I like my job, so I try to make this very
obvious to them. Smiling is contagious!”
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“What I teach
can’t be divorced
from who I am.
If you don’t love
what you’re doing,
how the hell are
you going to make
people care?”
~ Earl Page

~continued next page

One night two summers ago, Von Schilling videotaped
a television interview with nine Pennsylvania coal miners just rescued after 72 hours in a flooded mine.
“Nothing I could say about life, work, and human
values can capture my students’ awareness as much as
these men, fighting back tears, explaining how they
wrote final notes to their families and tied themselves
together to make it easier for their bodies to be found,”
he says.
“A picture is worth a thousand words, they say,
and to that I’d add that a good video in the right classroom is priceless.”

minute excerpt from When Harry Met Sally (1989) which
includes the scene with Meg Ryan as Sally faking an
orgasm in a deli." She's doing it to counter the maleego fueled bluster of Harry (Billy Crystal), who is arrogantly certain that he knows all there is to know about
how to please a woman. "I think a lot of my male students in particular learn something about the importance of honest communication in all aspects of intimate relationships. And the scene certainly breaks
through taboos about what can and can't be openly discussed. There's a lot of humor in the class discussion,
but it's always enlightening for the students."
Some professors find little enlightenment in classsychology professor Tom Frangicetto taps into room technology, regarding it as more about bells and
popular culture to stir discussion and illuswhistles. Others embrace the high-tech wizardry at
trate key terms and topics. He often uses TV
their fingertips.
sitcom and movie clips to illustrate and
With all the PowerPoints, CD-ROMs and Webexplain psychology lecture points. “I use scenes in Good based tools, the question is whether technology is
Will Hunting (1997) to illustrate a lot of the content in
teaching concepts as opposed to just entertaining, says
our textbook's therapy chapter," he
Mattie Roig, dean of Allied Health &
says, "and the title character in The
Sciences.
Karate Kid provides an excellent examTechnologies should support course
ple of Maslow's famous hierarchy of
content, not distract from it, Roig says.
needs in action."
“It’s not the technologies that are good
Frangicetto also builds critical
or bad; it’s how you use them.”
thinking exercises around video clips
Keith Hartranft says he uses them
and often uses them as icebreakers
to grab attention and reinforce informafor addressing vital yet difficult-totion in entertaining ways. Last semesdiscuss topics such as death and sex.
ter, this assistant professor of computer
Tuesdays with Morrie (1999) is a
electronics gave his students a list of
valuable resource for talks about
important port ID numbers to protect
death and dying.
or know for network security/commuGender and Human Sexuality is
nications.
another text chapter and there are
This was “an alphabet soup of promany references to how women and
tocols and numbers that can be difficult
men experience their sexuality. So,
to memorize,” he says. His solution
~ Dr. Mattie Roig
as a warm-up for a discussion,
Dean of Allied Health was to write a Dr. Seuss-like rhyme
& Sciences
Frangicetto said, "I'll show an eightand do “a little PowerPoint with it that

P
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“With all the
PowerPoints, CD-ROMs
and Web-based tools,
the question is
whether technology
is teaching concepts
as opposed to just
entertaining”

used these ports and their numbers in story.”
As the semester rolled on, Hartranft says, “I found
that when quizzing the students on the ports in class, if
I then recited the line from the story that used these
ports, they would laugh and remember as well.”
Games are built into Hartranft’s teaching. He’s
devised games of “Hangman” and “Jeopardy” for exam
and quiz reviews, and put together PowerPoint
“Survivor” quizzes in which he eliminates students one
by one. The survivor wins a prize. The challenge
“keeps student interest very high,” he says.
Learning is not restricted to his classroom. “In my
information security class, the students actually participate in what we called a ‘War-Drive.’ We take the NCC
van to discover wireless access points beaconing out
into the streets of Bethlehem,” he says.
Hartranft had a student film the drive last semester
to create a DVD. “This is used to demonstrate with a
field trial the vulnerabilities of misconfigured wireless
networks and the ease of discovering them,” he says.
“This has been both a great field learning experience
as well as the DVD being an excellent recruiting tool
for others to take the class.”

T

echnological advances keep Kevin Manna’s
program in constant motion, says this
assistant professor of computer science.
He teaches the Cisco Networking
Academy Program at Northampton.

“ I think a
lot of my male
students in
particular learn
something about
the importance
of honest
communication
in all aspects
of intimate
relationships.”

Hands-on experience
is one of the best ways to
get his students involved,
he says. “The Cisco
program utilizes real
equipment that allows
students to configure and
troubleshoot a real
network.”
Probably the most
successful activity that his
students perform is a
~ Tom Frangicetto
cabling installation in the
first semester of the networking program, Manna says.
“These installations are real and the students will
use them for the next three semesters of their program,”
he says. “Each year, we decide on where we should
run new network cables in the classroom. … The students learn how to fish wire through a wall, terminate
the cable and test it so that it meets national standards.
In the next three semesters, the students
will actually utilize their work by hooking up
devices to the cabling and performing lab
exercises.”
Language exercises the minds of
Tom Molinaro’s English students on
the Main and Monroe campuses.
One of his most enjoyable and
successful lessons in English 1
deals with diction, he says.
~continued next page
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“I emphasize the importance of word choice throughout the semester, with every text we read and every
document we write.”
Molinaro, an adjunct professor, says he tries to
create an environment where words are viewed
through the critical lens of the writer. “I like to point
out to my students that Gustave Flaubert spent a great
deal of his writing life searching for le seul mot juste,
the single right word, transforming diction from an
application to an obsession. But his results were
impressive: Madame Bovary, one of the world’s
great novels.”
Emphasizing the value of the right
word in the right place, Molinaro says, he
gives students two versions of Lincoln’s

Gettysburg Address. One is the original address, the
other an “edited” version intentionally riddled with
modern slang, flat or inflated language, and overall bad
prose.
“The defining point of the lesson comes when I tell
my students that, while Lincoln spoke only two minutes, the man who followed, Edward Everett, a famous
orator himself, took two hours to deliver the main
address,” Molinaro says. “Yet it’s Lincoln’s words that
have been both remembered and immortalized.”
Donna Acerra also explores the past in her course,
but she taps the present to do it. In
her history of broadcasting class, she
assigns an Internet radio listening
assignment to help students understand
the challenges radio enthusiasts experienced trying to harness radio waves on
their makeshift receivers during the
1900-1920 period
“The assignment requires them to
use the computer as a radio and search
out specific Web sites, some that
broadcast actual radio programs and
some that offer listeners audio programming at its most pure,” says
Acerra, assistant professor of speech
communication. “Once they've figured
out how to download and listen, they
~ Jim
Von Schilling write a two-page paper about what
they heard and about how … finding
and listening to radio using the Internet
differs from the traditional way we've
grown up listening to the radio,” she says. “Then
we share our experiences in class.”
Her students are surprised by the creativity and
variety of what’s on the Web, Acerra says.
“They also comment on the process of figuring out
how to listen and select,” she says. “It's certainly not as
passive as flipping a switch. You have to be motivated.”

“A picture is
worth a thousand
words, they say,
and to that I’d
add that a good
video in the right
classroom is
priceless.”

From All Sides:
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Teaching In The Workplace

udging from the glow of lights, the happy noises and the
decorations, celebration was the order of the evening in
the rustic reception hall atop a hill in the Poconos. It was,
in many ways, a “typical” wedding celebration filled with
guests, cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Only the serving of
the dinner itself could quiet the guests, and soon the din
in the banquet hall receded to a murmur. Surveying the
guests from a corner of the room, Charley Tattersall sensed
their delight and allowed himself a mixture of pride and relief.
But these were not typical wedding jitters as one might expect
from a groom.Tattersall, Northampton Community College
culinary student and full-time line chef at a popular Pocono
area resort, had played a major hand in preparing the meal that
had just been served. “Moments like this are often accompanied by food,” explains Tattersall. “The emotional investment in
an event like a wedding is very high. When it all comes together and becomes a success, it reminds me of the French term,
mise en place, or things in place. Then it becomes our
moment as well.”
Confidence, a sense of satisfaction and pride in a job well
done; what fitting symbols of the benefits of education. Yet,
learning can be a fickle experience, and what captivates one
student might nearly anesthetize another. Each of us has a
preferred style of learning and the secret, indeed the magic of
learning is to convey the message in ways that resonate with
the student. Northampton boasts a vast number of majors,
programs and specialized certificates, but one commonality is
their reliance on practical experience as a powerful agent of
learning. Even as popular television seems determined to
redefine what it means to be an apprentice, hearing it, seeing it
and then doing it remain one of the surest paths to knowledge.
As head of the College’s automotive technology program,
Don Bray could not agree more. “I say all the time that no one
can beat us when it comes to classroom instruction,” says Bray.
“At the same time, when it comes to hands-on training, a student can’t do any better than to work in a shop. Not only do
you learn the day-in day-out details of the job, it’s also a great
reality check for students deciding on their life’s work.”
Whether through a dealer educational program or cooperative education, each student in the program gains real-life work
experience at dealerships, independent garages and in specialized settings, like repairing construction equipment.

Northampton Community College students gain practical
experience in a variety of ways, from formal internships to one
day visits to students who, at their own initiative, already work
in their chosen field. Here are just a few:
Eight-year-old Brittany was not looking forward to her first
visit with the dental hygienist. Making her way to the clinic, she
noticed Samule, a “Miles of Mules” star who is now a permanent resident of the O’Grady Garden outside Northampton’s
Litwak Dental Clinic. Maybe I can get a gold tooth too, she
thought, just like Samule! Once inside the clinic, Brittany’s fears
disappeared when she met Lauren Yanek, a first-year student in
the College’s dental hygiene program. Brittany proved to be a
model patient, as Lauren explained the proper way to brush,
and presented her with a new toothbrush after cleaning her
teeth. Before long Brittany tumbled down the hall to head for
home.The verdict on her first visit to the hygienist? “Neat!” It
was a day of firsts for Lauren Yanek as well. Previously, all of her
patients were classmates or relatives, and Brittany was one of
her first, well, real patients. Brittany’s verdict on the visit: “She
was a great patient, who was really interested in what I was
explaining to her.” For Yanek, the visit was confirmation: “I joined
this field to make a difference,” she said, “and I’m really seeing
that I’ll be able to do just that.”
For Craig Connor’s patient, the world had turned upside
down. The patient, 45 years old, had just been diagnosed with
esophageal cancer. His illness is serious and recovery is by no
means assured. He had just gotten the news and had no time
to think of anything but the fear.Yet, recalls Connor, “he was
soon talking about how he would beat the cancer, how he
planned to seek treatment at Fox Chase, and that he would
not surrender. Every patient stays with you, but some more
than others. I use this memory to remind me of my commitment to providing the highest level of healthcare and comfort
to my patients.” Craig, father of three, whose wife is a nurse,
will graduate from Northampton in 2004. His practical education has taken him from nursing homes to hospitals. He currently works at Lehigh Valley Hospital-Muhlenberg and completed an externship at the Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania this past summer. He intends to remain in the
Lehigh Valley when he graduates.
On a mild spring day, Carlos Benitez is in the process of
removing a snow-plow and all of it’s wiring from a pick-up
continued on page 25

23

TOUCHED by
a TEACHER

W

hether it was your first
teacher in kindergarten,
or one of your last
professors in college,
chances are there’s at least one teacher
who made a special, lasting impact on
your life. Many lasting connections have
formed on Northampton’s campuses.
Several Northampton graduates
have made a point to keep in touch
with the instructors who had the most
impact on them while they were students.
In some cases, friendships formed. In
others, the professors remain a fond
memory as the years pass. Following is
a selection of their stories:
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nmotivated.” “In the dark.” These are words
Amanda Plog Besemer ’92 uses to describe herself
as a high school student.Today Amanda is the CEO
of two successful companies.
What made the difference? In this case, the “what” is a “who:”
a faculty member at NCC. This year, Amanda returned to the
campus where she began her college education to honor the
professor she credits with changing her life.
The professor is C. Scott Barhight, an NCC grad who has
taught accounting at the College for more than 25 years.
According to Amanda, the lessons Scott taught her had more to
do with life than with ledger books.
First, Amanda recalls, Scott made it clear to his students that
he expected a lot of them and that they should expect a lot of
themselves. He also had the courage to confront them about
behaviors that were likely to hinder them.
Since her days in preschool, Amanda dealt with frustration by
“shutting down” and crying. When she did this in Scott’s class, he
challenged her. “I was embarrassed,” she admits, “but Scott was able
to speak to me in a way that was so honest yet so kindhearted
that I was finally able to see the truth and reflect on my ways.
From here I made an action plan to learn how to deal with confrontation and anxiety head on.”
It was, Amanda says, “a defining moment.” Amanda went on
win a full scholarship to Emory University where she attended
Goizueta Business School – ranked 14th in the world by U.S.
News & World Report.
She subsequently started two businesses which she still runs
today: Consumer Building and Abinav Innovation both specialize in
helping other companies become more successful. Life was good,
but still there was a debt to be paid.
And so, last spring Amanda called the
Alumni Office to discuss ways in which she
might honor the professor who “made all the
difference.” She decided to dedicate a classroom in his honor.Thanks to her generosity,
College Center 290 has become the first
NCC classroom named for a faculty member.
Scott’s family, friends, colleagues and
current students filled the room for the
dedication ceremony last fall. In thanking them
for taking time to be there, Scott said: “I
believe my being honored is not just about
me, but about Northampton. We are a group
of people who have come together to help
others grow and achieve. What we do, we do
together.”
Turning to Amanda, the professor told his
former student that her kindness would have
a lasting effect, noting that the plaque outside
the classroom door would remind him and
others of “how blessed we are to teach.”
~ Heidi Butler

Workplace

L

ast October, English teacher Christopher Mazzino
settled into his chair for a school assembly at the West
Scranton High School auditorium. Little did he know
that in just a few minutes, he’d be handed a $25,000 check in
front of all of his students and peers.
Mazzino, ‘88, was selected to win a prestigious nationwide
teaching award from the Milken Family Foundation.The Milken
Educator Award, known in its field as the Oscar of teaching, is
given to only 100 teachers across the country.The recipients
are justifiably seen as the cream of the educational crop.
“I couldn’t believe it when they made the announcement.
It was such a surprise. One student had to nudge me out of
my seat,” Mazzino recalled.
After he won the award, Mazzino, a funeral service education graduate who went on to get his teaching certification at
Penn State, thought back to the teachers who had an impact
on his life. Several of them had been at Northampton.
One, in particular, was English Professor Len Roberts.
“I admired him a lot and always thought his position
looked interesting. He was a good motivator – very helpful,
patient and understanding,” Mazzino said. “I think he was
probably ultimately influential in my career choice. I had always
wanted to be a teacher but never thought I was smart enough.
Now I know there are so many other things involved.”
Mazzino sent Roberts an email, letting him know what he
was up to and informing him of the award. Len Roberts was
clearly touched that Mazzino remembered him: “What can
I say except that every teacher I know hopes to have some
beneficial impact on his or her students? It's probably the one
most important reason why we become teachers. (We
certainly don't teach for the big bucks or notoriety!!) I'm just
lucky that I had someone like Chris in my class – a bright,
motivated young man who connected with what I was
teaching (and, I guess, how I was teaching it) at the time. It
makes me feel good.”
Though he began his career as a full-time funeral director
(he continues to embalm on a part-time basis), he realized that
it was “in his core” to help people.Teaching seemed like the
next logical step. Now, with about a decade of teaching under
his belt, he aims to be a lasting influence on his own students.
“It’s one of our own ways of achieving immortality,”
Mazzino said. “You take so much with you after a class is over.
You may not always remember the specific teacher, but you
always remember that somebody taught you that.”
One thing Mazzino remembers about Roberts is his
tattered, “quintessential” English professor’s suitcase.Though
Mazzino’s still hoping he can get his hands on it when Roberts
retires, he’s not holding his breath. He has already gone out
and bought his own.
Mazzino also had fond words for Nancy Trautmann, also
in the English department, and Mary Ann Ardoline, a former
assistant professor of reading/writing lab.
~ Sandy Stahl

continued

truck. Is Carlos celebrating spring? Not really. As an automotive technician for Starr Pontiac GMC in Easton, Carlos
focuses on Starr’s pre-owned market. His duties include
inspecting vehicles for certification under GM’s pre-owned
program and preparing customer cars for delivery. In this
case, the owner of the pick-up truck did not want the
plow. Carlos is removing it to suit the customer’s needs,
while preserving the plow for installation on another
vehicle in the future. Carlos, who completed his degree
requirements in December of 2003, has elected to wait to
graduate until May of 2004 with his brother, who is
enrolled in the same program. Carlos did his practicum at
Starr, and was hired full time upon graduation. A resident
of Easton, Carlos has worked around cars all of his life.
With a background in accounting and business, and 18
years of experience in the textile industry, automotive
technology is a second career for Carlos, who was drawn
to the profession by a simple reality: “people will always
need to have their cars fixed.”
The first thing that Tanya Gauronsky noticed was
that her patient was in pain. While the hideous angle of
the patient’s foot left little doubt that it was fractured,
Gauronsky, who is enrolled in Northampton’s radiography
program, knew that x-rays would be needed to confirm
the diagnosis and plan proper treatment. First, she calmed
the patient, then positioned the patient’s leg to quickly and
accurately get the x-rays ordered. As part of her education in radiography, Gauronsky works in the x-ray department of St. Luke’s Hospital in Allentown doing routine and
emergency x-ray studies under the guidance of the clinical
staff. Gauronsky, a Panther Valley High School graduate
and Lansford native, was initially interested in dental
hygiene but found herself drawn to radiography, a profession in which she is “very determined” to excel.The practical experience is helpful on many levels, she explains,
from the practicality of “getting the shot” to learning to
deal effectively with patients, staff and the demands of
working in a busy hospital.
It is several hours later for Charley Tattersall, and the
tone of the wedding reception has changed as the evening
winds down. It is time for life to go forward for the lucky
couple, their guests and for Tattersall, who is already
preparing for tomorrow and his dual role of chef and student. Whatever the program, mise en place, applied in its
more traditional sense, that is, things in place or at hand
so as to cook without interruption, applies to the student
as well. With the combination of classroom instruction,
faculty support and practical knowledge, Northampton
students, regardless of profession or field of study, truly
leave here with a sense of mise en place, because indeed,
everything they need to succeed is in place.
~ Michael Nagel
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Standing on Desks
Only Works in Movies
by Robert T. Mundhenk

hen I was growing up in New York, one of the local television
stations broadcast a show called Million Dollar Movie, which played
a single film several times during the week. Through Million Dollar
Movie I saw, again and again, films that became my favorites, like
King Kong and The Hunchback of Notre Dame, as well as a string of
“teacher” movies, like Goodbye, Mister Chips; Good Morning, Miss Dove; The Browning
Version; and The Corn Is Green, all of which presented essentially the same plot, in
which a stern or distant teacher discovers at the end that his/her students really
appreciated him/her. The teachers in these movies seemed somehow to have
emitted an ineffable aura, a quiet inspiration that is wildly appreciated by devoted
students at movie’s end.
Contemporary movies give that same plot a slight twist, whether it’s the
boys-on-desks ending of Dead Poets Society, the coming-out of a whole auditorium
in a show of solidarity with a gay teacher in In and Out, or the performance of Mr.
Holland’s Opus. I’m not sure that any of these inspired me to go into teaching, and
I’m sure I don’t want to end my career with a roomful of students standing on
desks, but there is something seductive about the idea of having an effect on
people, and that is something teachers ought to hope to do.
Any fantasies about being the next Mr. Chips died soon after I started teaching.
At Fordham University, where I began, the professors’ desks were placed on
foot-high platforms, perhaps to create a sense of professorial authority. Since I was
a pacer, not a sitter, I moved around the platform a lot, and within two weeks the
inevitable happened. My foot slipped off the platform and I went careening across
the front of the room, arms helicoptering wildly, until one of my feet came to rest in
the wastebasket and I hit the wall. So much for dignity. So
much for ineffable aura.
I had taught the play
I recognized that a teacher-centered classroom could be a
many times and thought
dangerous place.
I knew the Friar, but
Actually, I never had much patience with the idea of a
the young man who
teacher-centered classroom, perhaps because, when I started
played Romeo played
him with such intensity teaching at 25, I had seniors who were close to my age and
graduate students who were significantly older. We shared
and raw force that I
mutual enthusiasms, and I saw my teaching time as coaching
realized that I had to
rather than as dispensing received wisdom.
match his intensity; I
That attitude toward teaching as coaching has been the
had to learn from him
center of my life as a professor. Our job is not to separate
how to play the Friar.
wheat from chaff, not to protect our sacred disciplines from
the masses, but to help students discover and develop their strengths. Our focus
should be on the student, not the content. Sadly, that view is far from universal.
A teacher who coaches is one who shares her enthusiasm—her love—for the
field and the people to which she’s devoted her life. About 10 years ago, a very
bright student in my English II section asked me mid-class why I was “doing this
stuff”—that is, “wasting my time” teaching English II—and I blurted out “Because I
love it.” I’m still not absolutely sure what I meant, but I know it had little to do with
the appreciation of literature for literature’s sake, a lot to do with the joy of seeing
students discover their understanding and passion for writers I loved, like
Shakespeare—writers they had come to hate and fear.
But teaching—professing what you love—is also sharing the experience of the
student, and not presenting oneself as the arbiter of all truth and knowledge. That is
one reason I steadfastly avoided teaching the same courses every semester and why
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I changed readings frequently. I wanted the experience of encountering and
spelunking texts and thinkers new to me. In effect, I wanted the experience of the
students: we discovered meanings and structures—and enthusiasms—together.
While the responsibility for shaping the process of discovery was mine, the interest
and joy of discovery was ours.
Ironically, this idea of teaching as learning with others struck me first outside
the classroom. Ten years ago, Norman Roberts coaxed me into acting in one of his
productions. Until then, I hadn’t performed on stage for almost 25 years. The
experience was so good that I have acted, directed, or worked on productions every
year since then. And it was good precisely because people came together to do
something they loved, they learned from one another constantly, and they taught
one another to discover the truth of human behavior. Ideally, the classroom should
function that way, and sometimes it does.
When it does, a professor truly professes—testifies to his belief in—learning.
He ceases to be a resident expert and becomes a learner. An example from my
working in Norman’s productions may help clarify what I mean. Several years ago,
we did a production of Romeo and Juliet, in which I played Friar Laurence, who
marries and then indirectly causes the deaths of Romeo and Juliet. I had taught the
play many times and thought I knew the Friar, but the young man who played
Romeo played him with such intensity and raw force that I realized that I had to
match his intensity; I had to learn from him how to play the Friar. I had always
withheld a part of myself in prior plays, keeping myself at a slight distance from
my character. I learned then I had to plunge in, as Romeo bravely had. I learned
how to act from him, and I’ll always be grateful for that gift.
A similar thing often happens in class. A student giving an oral report on
Ionesco’s absurdist play The Lesson tries to explain her confusion about the play, and
I toss out my prepared notes because dealing with the confusion is the way to learn
the play. A student in English I tries to explain her essay’s thesis and I realize why
textbook definitions and structures—and prompts—don’t work. A student’s reading
of a passage in Shakespeare’s Richard III helps me see the character in a new way.
The point is simply this: teaching is learning. When we forget that, we no longer
profess; we process.
So, after 33 years of teaching, I’ve discovered that all those movies that attracted
me to the profession in the first place had everything backward: it’s not the students
who should be grateful; it’s the professors. And I am. Very grateful. But I won’t
stand on any desks.

Robert Mundhenk with fellow
faculty member Norman Roberts
(l-r), in the photo at left were
honored for their service to the
College. In the photo above,
Mundhenk performs onstage.
Mundhenk is retiring this year
after 27 years as an NCC faculty
member. He will become Director
of Assessment and Senior
Scholar at the American
Association for Higher
Education, the first community
college person to hold the post.

Our job is
not to separate
wheat from
chaff, not
to protect
our sacred
disciplines
from the
masses, but to
help students
discover
and develop
their strengths.
Our focus
should be on
the student,
not the
content.
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The
Whimsical
World

he trail looms out of the damp
and close-grown woods, a switchback
climbing at steep angles toward the sky. You

turn the final bend and crest the hill and the
house springs into view, standing alone in the
clearing, larger than life, a log castle of pine
shining yellow in the half-clouded sun; below,
the blue valley floats beneath the mist. Just as
you’re thinking how much the fantasy feel of
this place in Canadensis, Monroe County, fits
the person you’ve come to see, Brian Ajhar
walks onto the deck and welcomes you to
his home.
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“Shopping at the Zoo”
unpublished promotion

“Legally Correct
Fairy Tales”
Warner Books
(below) “A Solution
for the Market”
unpublished
promotion

of

Brian
Ajhar
By Jim Johnson, ’89

“FDA's Road to the
Promise Land”
Individual Investor
Magazine

A

jhar ’76 has worked the whimsical side of art since
he can remember. At five, Disney fables fired his
imagination; those tyrannical dragons and stressedout maidens left an indelible mark on the young artist-tobe.That early education in classic fairy tales was soon being
challenged with new adolescent influences of parody and
humor. “I wasn’t a comic book guy,” he says. “Not like the
Superman comics. I was more a MAD Magazine guy.
I guess my license comes from humor.” Today, Ajhar uses
watercolor and ink to lend his work a distinct fairy-tale
quality, an essential for the imagination-heavy world of the
children’s books he illustrates; at the same time he layers it
all with broad strokes of satire to bring to life an array of
social issues from politics to the world of business.
Continued next page
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or over twenty years, nationally and internationally,
Ajhar’s work has made the covers and/or graced the
inside pages of the publishing world’s mega-luminaries.
His résumé is peppered with names like Newsweek, Forbes,
The Wall Street Journal, Time, New York Magazine, Money,
GQ, Readers Digest, New York Times, Rolling Stone,
Sports Illustrated, and even TV Guide. Random
House, Simon & Schuster, and Macmillan are
among the giants who have published his creations
that bring characters to life for such noted children’s
writers such as J. Patrick Lewis, Jacqueline Ogburn and
New York Times bestselling author Roddy Doyle.
Due credit for such notable successes must include his
own passion, hard work and dedication to art. And part of
that hard work involves educating himself: after Northampton
Community College, Ajhar went on to Parsons School of
Design in New York for his BFA in illustration, and also attended Parsons in Paris to study painting at the Louvre.Then there
is the tireless marketing of his
talents, shopping his illustrations
to art directors in New York
that began when he was still a
junior at Phillipsburg High
School. But Ajhar won't tell you
all of this. Ask him where the
credit belongs for unearthing his
talents. “My mother,” he says,
without hesitation. “She discovFor the cover
ered it in me.” The sketch books
of this issue of
that Ajhar still has from when he
was only ten years old were the
Northampton
gift of his mother, along with the
magazine, Brian
tools and paraphernalia essential
to a budding artist. It was she
Ajhar explored
who saw the child’s gift in his
several ideas.
play of simple doodling. “My
mother,” Ajhar continues, “was
always someone who encouraged and tried to guide her
children and grandchildren.” His mother not only kindled the
passion, she instilled the drive he still maintains toward
perfection of his chosen life path.
That path has turned out to be busier than Route 22
at rush hour. “My life is doing work,” he says. “Busy,
busy, busy, that’s the way it goes.” But Ajhar isn't
complacent about his many clients. He knows that
even relationships of long-standing can change when
new editors or art directors come on board a given
publication. “There was a point in my life where I would turn
away a hundred jobs a year,” he says. “I still turn away some
work that’s not right for me, but nothing like those numbers.
The business forces an artist to adapt to the changing market.
If you don’t move with it, you can't stay competitive. It's also
difficult to make a living in one area. Like, I'm an editorial
illustrator, but I'm a book cover illustrator, too. Newspapers,

Anatomy
of a
magazine
cover
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magazines, character design for animation, art shows – you pretty
much have to do it all. And that's kind of what I do. I kind of float
around to different areas.” One of the areas Ajhar will float to this
coming fall, by the way, is NCC, with a showing of his work in
Communications Hall. Be sure to watch for the dates on that; as
even the reproductions accompanying this article should tell, you
don’t want to miss this show.
If you’re a parent you may not want to miss the fall for your
children’s sake either.That’s when Ajhar’s newest books hit the
stands. The Meanwhile Adventures, his latest collaboration with author
Roddy Doyle, published by Arthur Levine Books, a division of
Scholastic, Inc., will brighten September for his young fans. And Ajhar
has also given new creative life to the cowboy classic, Home On The
Range, coming out in the same month and published by Dial Books.
Home On The Range is a fully illustrated fun-time story, featuring a
kid-sized hero and his imagination as the ruler of the Wild West.
Want to know more about Brian Ajhar’s work? Point your browser
to www.ajhar.com – you’ll be wishing he packaged this stuff as
screen savers.
Like most careers, Brian Ajhar’s “busyness” is one sure measure
of success. But the drive to perfect the gift his mother saw in him
so long ago means that where he is, is not where he intends to stay.
In his spacious workroom, dotted with drawing tables strewn with
work and works-in-progress, set off from the rest of the house he
shares with his wife, Pamela, and sons, Alec and Jarrod, Ajhar opens
one of the file drawers that hold his artwork and pulls out some of
his originals for The Meanwhile Adventures. “Fifteen or twenty years
ago I couldn’t have done what I do now,” he says, paging through
the stack of sheets. “But there’s gratification in knowing that I'm still
in the early stages of where I can be.The heroes I look to, the master illustrators and painters, are still up here and I'm not there. But I
feel I'm still on the growth path. I’ll keep on it, and I’ll be there.”

A

fter having the
rude awakening
of getting a D- on a
typography project
from another instructor,
I was down in the dumps. I can remember looking
forward to my first attempt at an oil painting
portrait from a model in class. As I frantically
struggled with the medium, Mr. (Bob) Doney
looked over my shoulder at the student quality
work. Seemingly knowing that I needed a boost in
confidence and was trying my best he commented,
while pointing at several areas of my painting: "You
have alot of Rembrant qualities in your work... go
study him." Needless to say, I left class with a big
proud smile that day, motivated to paint. I will never
forget that encouraging and timely comment from
my instructor, Bob Doney. Looking, back, he
seemed to always find the positives in one's work.
As all great teachers do.
~ Brian Ajhar

Home On The Range
(left), coming out in September and
published by Dial Books, is a fully
illustrated fun-time story. The Giggler
Treatment (above), A New York
Times best seller, was a collaboration
with author Roddy Doyle.
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NOTES
WE WANT
TO HEAR
FROM YOU!
Please send your
news to: Northampton
Community College,
Alumni Office,
3835 Green Pond Road,
Bethlehem, PA 18020.
You can also reach
us by e-mail at
alumni@northampton.edu,
or by fax at (610) 861-5487.

Please include your major
and the year you graduated
from NCC, along with your
address and a daytime
telephone number. The
fastest and easiest way to
share your news with us
is through NCC's Alumni
Online Community at
www.northampton.edu/alumni.
The Online Community now
offers an Alumni Notes
section where you can post
photos and instant updates
about you, your family, career
or interests. Take a moment
today to reconnect with your
alma mater!
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Accounting

1997 Paul
Maccarrone
and Cindi
Metcalf ’94

(early childhood)
are happy to
announce their
marriage on June 6, 2003 at
Stroudsmoor Country Inn in
Stroudsburg. Paul received a bachelor’s degree from Kean University in
2002 and is employed by SSR
Realty Advisors, Inc., in Morristown,
NJ. They reside in Budd Lake, NJ.

Advertising Design

1996 Rolande Smith is a graphic
designer at Sports Star in
Northampton and resides in Bath.

Biological Science

2000 Kerri Koch is a front desk
supervisor at Allentown Sports
Medicine & Human Performance
Center. She and her husband,
Brian, reside in Bethlehem and
have three children, Lauren,
Cameron, and Emily.

Business Administration
1984 Georgine (Hower) Hottle
graduated summa cum laude from
East Stroudsburg University on
December 13, 2003 with a bachelor’s degree in elementary education with a concentration in mathematics. She resides in Moore
Township.

1985 Julia R. deBeauclair

received a bachelor’s degree from
Kutztown University. She is the art
director for the San Diego
Aerospace Museum and operates
her own design business. She
resides in San Diego, CA and has a
son, Carl.

Computer Aided Design
2002 Benjamin Farley is an

estimator at Speck Plastics, Inc.,
in Nazareth and resides in Easton.

Computer Graphics

2001 Jason
Pijut is the co-

owner of NURD,
Inc., (Never
Underestimate
2002 Martin J. Lynn, IV is a stuRevolutionary
dent at DeSales University working
Design) an
2000 Julia
towards a degree in finance. He
Fabiani is a
plans to graduate this year and start advertising design firm based in
Bethlehem with his friend and felseamstress of lin- a career in the business world or
low NCC grad Josh Nittle ’02
gerie prototypes in enlist in the U.S. Air Force. Martin
(communication design). NURD
a design studio in has earned a private pilot glider’s
Bethlehem and
license in July 2003. He enjoys fly- has been cited as one of the Top
100 Design Firms in the world by
works part-time as ing, tennis, fishing, camping, readStep Inside Design magazine. The
a sales associate at Condoms
ing, and Mona, his black labrador
Galore. She is beginning to design retriever. He resides in Bethlehem issue will be available on newsstands in July. Jason has just reloher own clothing. Julia resides in
with his father and brother.
cated NURD, Inc., to the Banana
Walnutport.
Factory in south side Bethlehem.
Business Management
He resides in Bethlehem.
Architectural Technology
1995 Donna Gower is a finan2003 Patricia Ziegler is a procial specialist at Wachovia in
1992 Michael J. Burkit and
duction artist at ATD-American Co.
Cynthia J. Rooks ’95 (radio/TV) Bethlehem. She was recently
were married on February 13, 2004 promoted to assistant vice president in Wyncote. She resides in Center
Valley.
in Wachovia’s retail organization.
in Montego Bay, Jamaica. Michael
Donna is responsible for the
is a surveyor for Keystone
Consulting Engineers and Cynthia is acquisition, retention and expansion Computer Info Systems
of customer financial relationships.
a broadcast television professional
1995 Hatice Adar is studying to
Donna is a veteran of 28 years in
and owner of Full Moon Video
obtain her bachelor’s degree in
Services. They reside in Nazareth. the financial services industry and
business administration from
joined Wachovia in July 2001. She
Anadolu University in Turkey. She
resides in Coplay.
2000 Jonathan Miller is a stuworks for Ester Company which is
dent at Thompson Institute in
a software company. Hatice and
Harrisburg studying business
Commercial Art
her husband, Nihat, have been
accounting. He is planning to get
married for 15 years and have two
married in 2005. Jonathan is a
1972 Richard Clewell is an art
children, Aslibahar who is in 8th
manager at Wendy’s in Lancaster
director at Polar Plastics (Nc), Inc.
grade and Kerem who is in 1st
and resides in Ephrata.
He and his wife, Donna, reside in
Morresville, NC and have three chil- grade. They reside in Eskisehir,
Turkey.
dren, Jason, Brian, and Dustin.

2001 Elise A. Kopp is a security
system administrator at Professional
distributed
Security Bureau, Ltd., in Swiftwater.
systems specialist She resides in Tobyhanna.
2 for the
Pennsylvania
2002 Craig William Wilcox is a
Department of
resident advisor at the Weaversville
Labor & Industry. She works from
Intensive Treatment Unit. He
her home in Walnutport and is
resides in Easton.
responsible for maintaining computers, network wiring and settings,
Culinary Arts
software issues and printing problems in the Lehigh, Northampton,
1997 Kelsey M. Strohl and
Berks and Carbon County areas.
Vincent R. Tranguch were united in
Debra previously worked as a
marriage on September 13, 2003 at
domain administrator in the
St. Ann’s Church in Emmaus. She
Pennsylvania Department of
is employed by Sodexho Corporate
Revenue in Harrisburg.
Services. The couple resides in
Emmaus.
1996 Debra
Kaczmar is a

Computer Science

1994 Christopher Boscia

received a bachelor’s degree from
Muhlenberg College and a TA from
High-Tech Institute. He is an assistant vice president in information
technology for First Commonwealth
FCU in Bethlehem. Christopher and
his wife, Julie, live in Orefield.

Dental Hygiene

1972 Beverly Brader teaches a

dental occupations class at Berks
Career & Technology Center in Oley.
The program recently received an
award from the Association of
Career & Technical Education
for “Exemplary Program in
Pennsylvania.” This award was also
Joshua Marc Ricker and Nicole acknowledged at the Career &
Marie Burry were united in marTechnical Education Week at the
riage on November 14, 2003 in a
capitol in Harrisburg in February.
6:00 p.m. ceremony at Wesley
Beverly was a dental hygiene assisUnited Methodist Church in
tant professor at NCC from 1976Phillipsburg, NJ. Joshua is
1982. She and her husband, Kevin,
employed at KFW Automation in
reside in Wernersville and have two
Allentown. They reside in Nazareth. children, Jason and Lori.

Criminal Justice

1977 Cheryl (Schleicher) Hank

is a dental hygienist at Shoenberger
Dental Services in Allentown. Her
oldest daughter, Amanda, has gradbachelor’s degree from Kutztown
University. He is a police officer for uated from Air Force Basic Training
the City of Allentown. Chad resides at Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio, TX on February 20, 2004.
in Nazareth.
Her youngest daughter, Kimberly,
1998 Kalman A. Sostarecz, Jr. will be attending NCC in the fall of
and his wife, Deborah, are the proud 2004. Cheryl resides in Palmerton.
parents of Brianna who was born in
August 2003. They also have a son, 1980 Roberta Domlesky
Ethan. Kalman has been promoted received a bachelor’s degree from
to administrative clerk of the Lower Penn State University in 1998 and a
J.D. from Widener School of Law in
Saucon Township Police
Department. They reside in
2001. She is a judicial law
Bethlehem.
clerk/staff attorney at the Schuylkill
County Court of Common Pleas in
Pottsville. Roberta resides in
Minersville.

1998 Chad Mertz received a

1989 Theresa (Zuech) Cesari

and Joe Cesari are very proud to
introduce a new addition to their
family. Their son, Nicholas, was
born on December 17, 2003. Big
sister, Christin, is enjoying her brother and is a big help to her mother.
The entire family enjoys Joe’s flying
expertise. He will be taking the
exam for his private pilot’s license.
Theresa and Joe will be celebrating
their 10th wedding anniversary on
November 12, 2004. They reside in
Palmyra.

1989 Wendy Rummel is a dental
hygienist for Dr. Peter Ross in
Lancaster. She and her husband,
Ken, reside in Ephrata and have two
children, Alyssa and Alexander.

Education

1970 Fred Gainer is employed at
Cape Fear Community College in
Wilmington, NC. He has been notified by the Association for Death
Education and Counseling (ADEC)
that his designation of Certified in
Thanatology: Death, Dying and
Bereavement was renewed for the
period of 2003-2006. Fred resides
in Wilmington, NC.

1973 Donna (Kneebone)
Ackerman received a bachelor’s

degree from East Stroudsburg
University. Donna and her husband,
Edward, live in Bath.

1988 Latif Matt received a bache-

lor’s degree from Temple University
in 1991 and a master’s degree from
husband, Eric, are the proud parents Lincoln University in May 2002. He
of Alexandra Helene, who was born was a Golden Key National Honor
on December 29, 2003. They reside Society member at Temple
in Alpha, NJ and have a son,
University and graduated with disAndrew.
tinction in his major. Latif was also
inducted into the Pi Gamma Mu
1999 Lorraine Gallagher and
International Honor Society for
Danny Bays are happy to announce social sciences while attending gradtheir marriage, which took place on uate school at Lincoln University.
January 31, 2004 in Immanuel
He is a doctoral student at Temple
Baptist Church. Lorraine works at
University in the department of reliPhillips, Robinson & Cuthrell,
gion focusing on Islamic studies,
D.D.S., P.A. where she has been
international relations and modern
employed since January 2000. She movements. His professional interand her husband reside in Winston- ests and goals include teaching
Salem, NC.
courses on Islam, social movements, and comparative religions.
Design Tech/CAD
Latif resides in Allentown.

1998 Linda Goodricke and her

1987 Thomas Fitch is a project
manager at Mack Trucks in
Allentown. He and his wife, Beth,
live in Bethlehem and have three
children, Caroline, Katherine, and
Alexander.

Early Childhood

1997 Bonnie Werkheiser

received a bachelor’s degree in
management from DeSales
University in January 2004. She is a
credit services manager at Binney &
Smith, Inc., and resides in Easton.

2001 Jessica Flynn is a benefits
associate at MCS Industries. She
resides in Easton.

1999 Amanda Wieder and her
husband, Scott, are expecting their
2003 Mary Cryan is majoring in
first child in July. They have been
married for three years and reside in library science with a dual certification in elementary education at
Catasauqua.
Kutztown University. She resides in
Oxford, NJ.
continued next page
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Education continued

Fire Technology

East Stroudsburg University majoring in elementary education and a
minor in special education. She is
employed as a waitress at the
Arlington Diner in Stroudsburg.
Loriann intends to teach and pursue
a master’s degree. She resides in
Brodheadsville.

honored by the Lehigh Career and
Technical Institute with the 2003
“Friend of Education” Award. He
was given this award because of his
outstanding contributions to technical education. Claude is a retired
assistant fire chief from the City of
Allentown. He has served on the
Safety Advisory Committee at LCTI
since its inception. Claude resides
in Allentown.

2003 Loriann Pipech is attending 1975 Claude E. Kohl, Jr. was

Electromechanical
Technology

2003 Danny Comstock works at
Kraft Foods, Inc., in Allentown and
resides in Coplay.

Funeral Service

1997 Harold C. Schisler and

Teressa A. Turko were married on
September 6, 2003 in Ss. Cyril and
Methodius Ukrainian Catholic
1970 Stephen Smith is a student Church in Olyphant. Harold is a
at a Biblical Seminary and is a part- graduate of Sierra Nevada College
and is employed by Schisler Funeral
ner at ErgoSophic LLC. He
Homes, Inc., and he is a supervisor
received a bachelor’s degree from
Eastern College in 2000. He previ- of the Campton Funeral Home in
Palmerton. They reside in
ously served in the U.S. Coast
Palmerton.
Guard from 1970-1974, worked at
Unisys Corporation from 1974-1998
1997 Amanda Duncanas a program director of architecShepherd is a funeral director
ture, and IT trainer for Catholic
at the Rupell Funeral Home in
Human Services from 2002-2004.
He and his wife, Pamela, reside in Phillipsburg, NJ. She and her husband, Tim, reside in Easton and
Hatfield and have a son, Michael.
have a daughter, Amri Amanda who
2003 John Fabian is employed at was born on September 9, 2003.
Kraft Foods, Inc., in Allentown and
General Education
resides in Northampton.

Electronics Technology

Fine Art

2002 Elisabeth Fetsurka

received her bachelor’s degree in art
education from Moravian College
on May 15, 2004. In June she will
begin teaching with the Horizons for
Youth Program at NCC and also
works in the summer at the Crayola
Factory in Easton. Elisabeth resides
in Bethlehem.
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1974 Mary Smickle is employed

by Stafford Solutions and resides in
Easton.

1979 Melissa Hiller is an assis-

tant director at the Center for
Healthcare Education at NCC.
Melissa has three college-age children and enjoys gardening, hunting
for antiques, and taking weekend
motorcycle rides with her husband.
She and her husband, Gary, reside
in Easton.

1979 Lori Pistone received her
bachelor’s degree from Penn State
University. She is a registered
nurse at Bon Secours Venice
Hospital. Lori resides in
Englewood, FL.

Interior Design

2000 Amy Hoesl received a bachelor’s degree from Penn State
University in 2003. She
is an assistant production/stage
manager for the Pennsylvania Youth
1981 Ellen Mizerek received her Theatre in Bethlehem. Amy is
bachelor’s degree from Penn State engaged to Jason Guest and is
University and a master’s degree
planning a March 19, 2005 wedding.
from DeSales University. She is an Amy resides in Kempton.
account executive at Hormel Foods
and resides in Allentown.
Liberal Arts
1982 Sylvia Steigler received a

1969 Sharon Karonias received
a master’s degree in education from
Lehigh University, a bachelor’s
degree from Westminster College,
and a CTC, DS from the Institute of
Certified Travel. She is a professor
1983 Roger Williams received a at NCC and resides in Bethlehem.
bachelor’s degree from New York
University. He is an award winning 1984 Pam (Kemmerer) Osborn
documentary director and a TV pro- received a master’s degree in counducer at NBC News, ABC News,
seling as well as a CAC (certified
CNN, and the New York Times
addiction counselor). She is a drug
Television in New York City. He
and alcohol supervisor at Step By
resides in New York City.
Step in Allentown. Pam resides in
Allentown with her cats.
bachelor’s degree in management
information technology from
DeSales University in May 2002.
She resides in Bethlehem.

General Studies

1991 Elaine T. Oetjen received a
2003 Tiffany Mellert is a student bachelor’s degree in psychology
at Millersville University majoring in
elementary education. She resides
in Millersville.

Patrice (Moser) Steckel is a
behavior specialist consultant at
Clinical Innovations, Inc., in
Weissport. She and her husband,
Michael, reside in Nazareth and
have one child, Michael.

Hotel/Restaurant

2000 Gretchen Bussman is a

customer service representative at
East Stroudsburg Savings
Association and resides in Effort.

from Bloomsburg University and a
master’s degree in human services
from Bellevue University in Bellevue,
NE. She is attending Metro
Community College to receive a sign
language certificate. She and her
husband, Drew, have been married
for seven years and reside in
Omaha, NE. They have one child,
Lilyanne.

1994 Wendy Mingora and her

husband, Robert, are the proud parents of Joshua Caden who was born
on November 27, 2003. They reside
in Whitehall.
continued page 36
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journey to excellence
OMAR BANDAR

hat interested me
in International Relations is
a series of things – mainly the
want to travel and the want to fulfill my portion
of what I believe is every individual’s duty to
contribute to the betterment of the world; a sort
of global moral obligation.” Omar Bandar ’00, is
doing more than his fair share of his believed
duty. Every experience that Bandar has shapes
and fuels his desire to make the world a better
place. As a future diplomat, Bandar is using
the foundation he gained from Northampton
Community College to work towards changing
the world.
As a native of Boston, Bandar’s journey to
NCC was not an easy one. After spending 11
months at the Billerica House of Corrections in
Billerica, MA for the charge of possession of a firearm without a
license, Bandar decided that a change of location was in order.
Ten days after his physical release from Billerica, Bandar moved to
Bethlehem, where his older brother was attending
Lehigh University. He then enrolled in classes at NCC
and credits the College and its staff for their “ability to
really see the individual for their potential.”
“In the Fall of ’98 I took a speech communications
class with a teacher named Mr. Ruggerio. About
halfway through the semester, during a conversation
after class, Mr. Ruggerio commented that he thought I
was a good writer. I told him that I wrote short stories
as a hobby and he offered to review any of them if I
wanted. I e-mailed him one of my more completed
works and we set up a meeting in the cafeteria before
the next class session. He showed up about two hours
before class with my thoroughly edited story in hand.
He had written comments in every margin and on the back of each
page. I think he wrote more creative comments than I wrote words.
I can’t imagine how much time he devoted to it but I assure you, it
wasn’t time he was getting paid for.”
Bandar has a great deal of gratitude for the ability to “start
anew” at NCC and his days have been nothing short of eventful
since. In February 2002, Bandar and a friend were attacked outside
a bar in Bandar’s hometown of Boston. Because of his Muslimsounding name, a group of men stabbed Bandar with a broken bottle in the left side of his neck. The attack landed him in the hospital
with 50+ stitches and a severed nerve that caused loss of sensation

Omar Bandar, learning the diplomat’s trade in Lebanon.

to the entire left side of his face and head. Since the attack, he has
been able to recover, however the nerve damage has caused his
senses to have “a mind of their own,” and his scar has been known
to attract attention. Bandar credits the attack with
having a significant impact on his post-graduation
travel plans. He said the event caused him to take
a look at our country and it “motivated [him] to
disprove that this group represented the real
contents of the Melting Pot.” Soon Bandar’s
world-changing adventures began. He embarked
on a cross country journey that lasted two and a
half months.
“Probably the best thing that came of the
trip,” Bandar says, “was how it influenced my
opinions about society [and] what role I wanted to
play in it.” The things he saw on his journey, such
as “the blatant misallocation of funding” he found
in an air-conditioned, outdoor shopping mall two blocks away from
a large population of homeless people in Miami, further proved his
belief that he should work to change society. On returning to
Boston, Bandar went to work for the Greater Boston Food Bank.
Bandar also spent time pursuing his MA in International
Relations in Paris, which he is scheduled to defend in the City
of Lights in January, 2005. He currently lives in Washington D.C.,
where he is working on his thesis and will be attending Johns
Hopkins University’s Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies this summer. He began an internship position
at the Delphi International World Learning program in March 2004.
~ Katie Lynch

Omar Bandar
credits the
college and
its staff for
their “ability
to really see
the individual
for their
potential.”
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Liberal Arts continued

1996 Cecile
LaurentAtthalin and

Rodrigo Trujillo
were married in
Paris, France on
February 14,
2004. The bride was dressed in a
Mexican/French style white dress
with a salmon-colored shawl. About
40 guests gathered in the home of
Cecile’s parents to celebrate the
marriage. Rodrigo’s parents arrived
from Mexico and Cecile’s brother,
Thibault, arrived from Guatemala to
be part of the festivities. Cecile is
teaching English, French and
Spanish to adults and enjoys her
work very much. Rodrigo is busy
learning French and handling the
housework until he is employed.
The happy couple resides in Paris.

2000 John Ward received a bachelor’s degree in psychology/history
from Temple University in 2002. He is
participating in a master’s program in
counseling psychology, marriage and
family counseling at Kutztown
University. John resides in Quakertown and has one child, Heather.

1991 Shelly (Cory) Kemmerer
and Curtis Kemmerer ’91

(accounting) are the proud parents
of Kyle Andrew Kemmerer who
was born on May 6, 2003 at
Easton Hospital. Shelly is a legal
Erin Griffin received a bachelor’s real estate secretary at Newman,
degree in psychology from the
Williams, Mishkin, Corveley in
College of Charleston on May 12,
Stroudsburg. Curtis received a
2001. Erin and her husband, Manley bachelor’s degree from
McKinley, are proud to announce the Shippensburg University in 1997
birth of their daughter, Rayna Kai who and is a financial analyst at
was born on October 18, 2003. Erin Merchants National Bank of
is a homemaker and mother and
Bangor. They reside in
resides in Charleston, SC.
Saylorsburg.

Medical Office

1999 Senta Allie-Johnson

intends to continue her education as
a medical records technician. After
graduating from NCC, she received
1997 Anthony Tedeschi received certifications and gained expertise in
the governmental billing field. She
a bachelor’s degree from Rutgers
University in 2001 and is attending works for Siemens Medical Solutions.
Senta resides in Norristown and has
Indiana University. He is a public
service assistant at the Lilly Library one child.
in Bloomington, IN and resides in
1999 Candice Frasier is employed
Bloomington.
as a personal care coordinator for the
1997 Bill Stauffer is a student at Warren ARC in Washington, NJ in a
Kutztown University. He also contin- supportive living home for the mentally challenged. She resides in
ues to direct the Halfway Home of
the Lehigh Valley, which is a 36-bed Washington, NJ.
residential addiction treatment facility for St. Luke’s Hospital Network.
Multimedia
Bill resides in Allentown.
2002 James Petro is employed at
2000 Martha Voorhees is the
The Morning Call. He was also a
owner/project manager of Triple M
graduate of NCC’s radio/TV program
Highland Farm, LLC in East
in 2002. He resides in Bethlehem.
Greenville. Martha was a member
of the International Honor Society,
Office Administration
1999 Who’s Who Among American
Junior Colleges, Phi Theta Kappa
2002 Laura Lynn Bortz and
Honor Society, Dean’s List of
John V. Finlay ’95 (hotel/restauAcademic Achievement, Chi Alpha
rant) were married on November 16,
Epsilon Honor Society, Act 101
2003 in St. John’s United Church of
Academic Achievement Award,
Christ in Williams Township. Laura
Trustee’s Leadership Award, and
is employed in the medical billing
Beacon 2000 Scholarship. Martha department at Warren Hospital and
and her husband, Michael Kutz,
John is a restaurant manager. They
reside in East Greenville.
reside in Nazareth.
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Office Administration –
Legal

Paralegal/Legal
Assistant

1999 Diana Ravert is a parale-

gal at the Law Office of Abraham P.
Kassis in Easton. She resides in
Northampton and has one child,
Tyler.

Practical Nursing

1974 Beth L. Holsinger

received a master’s degree in
science nursing education
in May 2003. She teaches at
Central Maine Medical Center
School of Nursing and is president
of Kappa Zeta Chapter-at-Large of
Sigma Theta Tau International
Honor Society for Nurses. Beth
has been appointed chair of the
Awards Committee for Region 15
of Sigma Theta Tau International
and attended the 37th Biennial
Convention of Sigma Theta Tau
that was held in Toronto, Canada in
November 2003. Beth says,
“Northampton gave me the strong
foundation in nursing from which to
grow and it has taken me far.” She
resides in Waterford, ME.

1979 Cynthia Hammond is an

infection control nurse at Sun
Health/Del E. Webb Memorial
Hospital in Sun City West, AZ. She
resides in Tolleson, AZ.

1998 William Buciarski is a palliative care unit registered nurse at
the Orlando Regional Medical
Center. He is also a 1993 graduate
of NCC’s radiography program.
William resides in Casselberry, FL.

2001 Sandy (Chaszar) Hrichak
has been a licensed practical nurse
at Gracedale Nursing Home in
Nazareth since September 2001.
She and her husband, Tom, reside
in Bath and have three children,
Ashley, Alissa, and Sara.

2002 Lori Leith-Yocum is a staff
nurse at Cedarbrook Nursing Home
in Fountain Hill. She resides in
Hellertown.

2003 Michelle Richie has passed

her boards and is working at Manor
Care in Easton as an LPN supervisor and at Warren Hospital as an
LPN. She has enrolled in the prerequisite classes for the RN program
at NCC. Michelle is very thankful to
her six children for their support in
her educational efforts. She resides
in Saylorsburg.

Radio/TV

1991 Matthew Snyder received

an AST from the Art Institute of
Philadelphia in 1997. He is a digital
imaging technician II-audio preservation at OCLC-Preservation
Services Center in Bethlehem. He
pitched an idea for a feature film at
the 2004 Algonquin Film Fest and a
production company from upstate
New York is interested in producing
his film. Matthew is also an uncle
and resides in Whitehall.

1998 Nicholas Karpow is a fabricator/owner of Steel City Cycles in
Bethlehem. He married his friend
and fellow NCC classmate, Alison
Berish. They reside in Bethlehem.

Registered Nursing

1988 Eileen Taff received a bach-

elor’s degree from Kutztown
1972 Nancy Castelletti is a reg- University in 2002. She is a nurse
manager at St. Luke’s Hospital in
istered nurse at Warren Hospital in
Bethlehem. Eileen is a director of
Phillipsburg, NJ. She and her husthe NCC Alumni Board since 1993
band, Midic, reside in Nazareth.
and is instrumental in maintaining
Nancy has two children, Cindy and
the financial stability of the NCC
William.
Nursing Alumni Association. Eileen
1976 Michele Lerch is an execu- and her husband, Marshall, reside in
Danielsville. They have two children,
tive assistant to the CEO of the
Grant ’03 (machining and fabricaEmergency Physicians Medical
Group in Ann Arbor, MI. She resides tion) and Jessica ’03 (business
administration).
in Ann Arbor, MI and has two chilcontinued on page 39
dren, Jason and Alison and a grand1990
Deborah
Guastelladaughter, Emily.
Ciganek is a director at Home
Health Aide Service in Allentown.
1977 Marybeth Fischer is
employed in the emergency room at She and her husband, Gary, reside
in Bethlehem and have three chilSt. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem
dren, Jill, Lisa, and Laura.
and resides in Bethlehem.

1979 Janet (Lansek) Morton

received a bachelor’s degree in
health arts from the University of St.
Francis in 1998. She is certified in
case management and is a nurse for
Healthworks at Just Born, Inc.
Previously she worked as a neuro
med-surg staff nurse and assistant
head nurse in Roanoke, VA, medsurg staff nurse at Muhlenberg
Hospital, a worker’s compensation
case manager, and program manager of Healthworks for Lehigh Valley
Hospital/Muhlenberg. She and her
husband, Edward, reside in
Bethlehem and have two children,
Gregory, age 21 and Amanda,
age 18.

1980 Jean (Ayers) Buchanan is
retired from her registered nursing
career at Pleasant Valley Manor.
Jean and her husband, Daniel,
reside in Saylorsburg and have four
children, Timothy, Patricia, Lois, and
Richard.

1987 Dorene Pavlinsky is a
nurse at St. Luke’s Hospital in
Bethlehem and resides in
Hellertown.

Secretarial Science
Medical

important part of her life and give her
much support since the passing of
her husband on October 9, 2003.
1974 Jane (Schram) Carlin is an Claudia was part of the Act 101 program as a student at NCC and says,
academic coordinator at Lehigh
“Do not let pride stand in your way
University in Bethlehem. She
and hold you back from becoming
resides in Bethlehem and has two
anything you want to be.” Claudia
children, Daniel and Timothy.
resides in Easton.

Small Business

2001 Thomas Christian is the

owner of Now and Then Books in
Allentown. It is the largest independently owned used bookstore in
the Lehigh Valley which offers a
variety of current paper and hard
cover selections as well as first editions, collectible and hard to find
out-of-print books. Thomas prides
himself as being one of the most
1996 Julie Miller received a bach- organized and customer friendly
bookstores around. “I owe much
elor’s degree in biology from Cedar
of my success to the knowledge I
Crest College while working for
gained from NCC, especially from
Bayada Nurses in Allentown as a
instructor Marsha Timberman.”
pediatric home care provider. She
Thomas resides in Easton.
completed her research in forensic
science and presented it to the
Northeastern Association of Forensic Social Work
Scientists in October 2001. She is
2002 Daniel
working for Aventis Pasteur as a
Murphy is a
senior pharmacovigilance specialist
soldier in the
in the Global Pharmacovigilance
Pennsylvania
Department. Julie intends to pursue
National Guard
a master’s degree in biotechnology.
deployed to the
She resides in Bangor.
country of
Kosovo.
When
he
returns from
2002 Tracey Hawk-Andrews is
active
duty,
he
plans
to continue his
a registered nurse at St. Luke’s
education.
He
would
like to reconHospital in Bethlehem and resides in
nect with Dr. Roberts, Prof. Page
Kresgeville.
and Dr. Green who helped him
Secretarial Science Legal achieve his associate’s degree.
Daniel states, “Their teaching style
didn’t just give me the knowledge
1980 Heather McFadden is
locked in the books. They tied it to
employed at Coldwell Banker
personal and realistic points that
Heritage Real Estate and resides in
every student can relate to.”
Zionsville.

1988 Diane Klein is a paralegal

for Marks, McLaughlin & Dennehy in
Danville. She and her husband,
James, reside in Danville and have
two children, Zachary William and
Nicholas James.

2002 Claudia Preziosi is working

Travel/Tourism

1985 Dana Hahn is a medical
receptionist at the Slate Belt Family
Practice in Wind Gap. She and her
husband, Kraig, reside in Pen Argyl
and have three children, Samantha,
Alexa, and Luke.

Veterinary Technician

1999 Diane Capone is a veterinary technician at Blairstown Animal
Hospital in Blairstown, NJ. She and
her husband, David, reside in Bangor
and have two children, Kellie and
Jason.

Welding

1998 Glen Jacoby is a maintenance mechanic at Afg Consulting in
Quakertown. He and his wife, Robin,
reside in Bethlehem and have one
child, Jessica.

Word Processing

1984 Nancy (Brooks) De Kok is
a homemaker who enjoys being with
her three children and volunteering at
their school. She also volunteers at
Musikfest and at Keystone-Miller
Blood Center in Bethlehem. Nancy
and her husband have been married
for 10 years and reside in
Norristown.

CORRECTION FROM
LAST ISSUE

on her bachelor’s degree in social
work at Cedar Crest College and
Nancy A. Caflin ‘86 is a registered
may pursue a master’s degree. Her nurse at the Northampton County
mother, two sons, daughter-in-law
Gracedale Nursing Facilty.
and two granddaughters are a very

Alumni Notes 37

of
50 k
2
o
n
tha s to
re mber e
o
m e
n
14, ly m e Zo as
rch fami Skat nd w ad
a
a
o
, M eir
rs
day nd th Flye s free on Br
n
u
w
S ni a ne
a
p
e
w
n
O lum the vent ler Je
a
e
at
ys
our e ice . The Chr
h hem aub
t
to thle
Str
e d by em.
B
n
i
re
leh
nso Beth
o
p
s t in
ee
Str

38 Alumni Notes

ALUMNI AWARDS NOMINATION FORM

Here is your chance to nominate fellow alumni or colleagues in recognition of their community
service and dedication to NCC. As we have done in the past, Northampton would once again
like to enlist your help. Please review the award criteria and nominate any person you believe
would be a deserving recipient in any of the six categories. Keep in mind that nominees for the
alumni awards need to have completed at least 45 credits at NCC to qualify.

Alumni Distinguished Service Award to NCC
Active participant in NCC activities and programs that advance
the mission and goals of the College

I would like to nominate

Reason

Alumni Distinguished Service Award
to the Community
Demonstrated accomplishment in any field of community service

I would like to nominate
Reason

Alumni Professional Achievement Award
Demonstrated accomplishment in any field of professional endeavor

I would like to nominate

Reason

Alumni Association Educator’s Award

Current or past full-time or adjunct NCC faculty member who has
demonstrated distinguished accomplishments in education which contribute
to NCC and the student population

Subscribe to the
Monthly E-Mail
Alumni Newsletter
ow you can keep up
to date with what’s
happening on campus
via “NCConnect ”, a new
e-mail newsletter just for
alumni. NCConnect features
a monthly alumni profile,
information about cultural
events on campus and special
activities for alumni, and the
latest news from all of the
College’s sites.

N

In order to receive NCConnect,
please send a note to:
alumni@northampton.edu
with your name, e-mail
address, mailing address,
phone number, and the years
you attended NCC. Members
of NCC’s Online Community
will automatically receive an
e-mail subscription to the
monthly newsletter. So if
you haven’t yet joined, now is
the time: visit
www.northampton.edu/alumni
to sign up.

I would like to nominate

Reason

NCC Honorary Alumna/Alumnus

Non-NCC graduate who has worked on behalf of the Alumni Association
to further the College’s mission

I would like to nominate
Reason

The President’s Award

Selected by NCC’s President, the recipient’s life should reflect to the community the
unique character, personality and level of excellence typified by an NCC education

I would like to nominate

Reason

Please return this form to NCC’s Alumni Office,
3835 Green Pond Road, Bethlehem, PA 18020-7599 by June 30 to ensure full consideration.
The awards will be presented at the Alumni Association’s Annual Recipes for Success Mixer.
Thank you!
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Insuring
Opportunity
ill Lehr’s first introduction to Northampton
Community College occurred the old
fashioned way. “I took two courses at
Northampton many years ago. I took an
accounting course, and, when our company
became involved in the purchase of computer equipment,
I enrolled in a basic computer course for people who
were not going to major in computers and technology,”
the agency prospered.
he explained in a recent interview.
While all three of their children
Lehr’s motivation was practical. “With the amount of
were exposed to the business, all electmoney we were investing, I wanted to be sure I could use
ed to pursue other careers, leading to the sale
the technology,” he said. Bill credits his wife Patti for
of the agency about two and a half years ago.
encouraging him to take the non-credit course, as he
In recent years Bill and Patti started
credits her for being his partner in the success of the Lehr
attending the Northampton Community
Insurance Agency, founded by his father.
College’s Classical Cuisine programs and
n ow
k
Despite the Lehr family’s history, it
more involved in the College.
o
t
h e n t s , becoming
t
t
o
seemed unlikely at first that the
“We
got
to know members of the faculty
f
e g ers o stude
Easton native would follow in his “ W
and
students,
and we were struck by the
b
d
m
n
e
a
father’s footsteps. As a student at m
evolution of the College – it’s quite
lty
u
Cornell University, he originally
impressive,” said Patti. Bill recalls being
c
fa
entertained thoughts of becoming a
invited to breakfast one morning by
e
and
t
i
physician, but he graduated with a
Dr. Robert Kopecek, who at the time
u
q
s
’
degree in zoology. Encouraged by his
was Northampton’s president.
– it
father, he received specialized training in
“[Foundation Executive Director] Sue
the insurance profession at Oberlin
Kubik joined us, and I learned more about
ve ”
i
s
s
e
College, and soon entered the family busiNorthampton
that day than I’d ever known before.” Bill
pr
m
i
ness. Wife Patti is a graduate of Cedar
soon joined the Foundation Board, and remains a board
Crest College and the University of Pennsylvania, with a
member today.
nursing degree and a specialty in mental health. It turns
Since the sale of Lehr Insurance, Patti has returned
out that Patti’s training had a strong influence on the
to her practice as a family therapist in Allentown, specialdirection the agency would take.
izing in marital and chronic illness counseling. Bill is doing
“When I joined the firm, it was a general agency pro- executive consulting in insurance management and is
viding a broad range of services, Bill explains. “As time
actively pursuing a CPCU designation. Both are active in
went by we evolved a specialty in social service programs. the community supporting their church, the State
We were asked by a couple of insurance carriers to do
Theatre, and other organizations.
their underwriting and issue policies for ourselves and
The Lehrs have emerged as early supporters of the
other agencies. With Patti’s educational background, and
College’s current comprehensive campaign, electing to
her experience with just these types of agencies, I asked
support the pilot project for high-risk high-need
her to take on the Underwriting Program, which Patti did students. “We’re very practical in the way that we spend
reluctantly, at first.”
our money and the high-risk high-need pilot project will
The team of Bill on the “retail” side and Patti manag- have a major, lasting impact on students,” Patti said.
ing the underwriting proved to be a win-win for all and
~ Michael Nagel
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W ha t’ s Ne w With You?
Northampton Community College is proud to offer the Alumni Online Community!
The Community is a great networking tool and offers great features such as permanent e-mail,
an alumni directory, events calendar and a “live” Alumni Notes section.
Visit the Alumni Notes section of the Online Community to post photos and instant updates
about you, your family, career or interests. To register for the Community, go to:
www.northampton.edu/alumni and click on Alumni Online Community and register today!
Take a moment today to register for Northampton’s Alumni Online Community
and reconnect with your alma mater!

ONE CLICK TO RECONNECT
www.northampton.edu/alumni
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL OR E-MAIL NCC’S ALUMNI OFFICE
AT (610) 861-5088 OR ALUMNI@NORTHAMPTON.EDU

00

www.northampton.edu

Northampton Community College
3835 Green Pond Road
Bethlehem, PA 18020-7599
Change Service Requested

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit #513
Bethlehem, PA

