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president’s message
ONE MOMENT IN TIME
There are moments in each of our individual lives 
that are clear milestones in our growth, moments 
forever remembered because they fundamentally 
change our trajectory — what we can achieve and 
how we can fulfill our purpose. This is one of those 
moments for NCC with the opening of our new 
Monroe Campus.

Years from now, folks will look back on this 
day and remember it (as we should even now) as 
a “watershed moment in the life of the College 
and the communities we serve.” And while we 
celebrate the grand opening of our new campus, 
we recall the journey has not always been easy. 
This milestone has been years … even decades 
… in the planning, with bumps, obstacles and 
doubters along the way. But ultimately, through 

determined leadership, community support, clear vision and simple persistence, it is now a reality.
As president, I feel very humbled and blessed to lead this college at such a pivotal moment and honored 

to have shepherded the construction of the campus these last two years. But none of this would have been 
possible without my predecessor, Dr. Art Scott, who created the initial vision and led this college through 
the most challenging chapters of this journey. He was supported in this effort by his wife, Sue Kubik, our 
former vice president for institutional advancement, who championed the fundraising efforts with the 
strong backing of our trustees (especially Chuck Hannig), Dean Matt Connell and Vice President Helene 
Whitaker, who were equally determined to make the new campus happen!

Our beautiful new campus would also not have been possible without the strong support of elected 
officials and private donors who together provided the financial resources that have brought us to this 
moment. They have forever changed the lives of generations of students who will benefit from the new 
campus and enhanced the economic vitality of the region.

In the pages that follow, you will see the magnificent facility we now call our Monroe home and hear 
from students, faculty, trustees and staff about the impact this new campus will have. If you have not yet 
visited the campus, I would encourage you to do so. Simply put, pictures do not do it justice. You must 
experience it yourself!

Now the fun begins as we open new academic programs such as public health, respond to business and 
industry workforce needs to bolster the economic growth of the region and enhance the future prospects 
and lives of our students with our wonderful, state-of-the-art campus built to LEED Gold standards.

As Whitney Houston sang in her Olympic anthem, “This is one moment in time … that will allow us to 
be all that we can be.” I’m not sure it gets any better than that! What a great and glorious time for NCC, 
for students and for the community! u
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NCC MONROE
REVEALED
Good things take time. And commitment. See why NCC’s new 
campus in Monroe County is being described as an educational, 
architectural and environmental jewel.

20 NOSTALGIA IN BETHLEHEM
It is hard to believe that it was almost 50 years ago when the 
first students arrived at NCC’s Bethlehem Campus. It didn’t  
look much like a college! How times have changed!

ON THE COVER:
Twenty-first-century artistry: Assistant Professor 
of Art, Jason Zulli and his students lit up 
Keystone Hall with a computerized light and 
sound show that provided a grand finale to the 
dinner thanking supporters who helped make the 
new Monroe Campus possible.

2 With a snip of the scissors, the new Monroe Campus was officially opened. Left to right: Dr. Matt Connell,  
dean of the Monroe Campus; Norm Lippincott Jr., assistant professor of computer science; Bernie Goode, 
president of Student Governance; President Mark Erickson and Dr. Nancy Moreau, professor of education.

COVER BY DAVID W. COULTER / ABOVE- PHOTO BY PHILIP STEIN



A Campus for the community
Photos by Brian Shaud / Philip Stein / David W. Coulter
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The digital message board on the handsome stone sign on Route 715 lets visitors know they have 
reached the entrance to one of the country’s newest college campuses. Winding their way up a 
gently curving drive, they pass eastern redbuds, sugar maples, flowing dogwood and tulip trees. 

Suddenly, the buildings of NCC Monroe come into sight, surrounded by 40,000 plants indigenous 
to the region.

In the central courtyard, students hurry to their next class. Others linger to talk with friends or 
faculty members. 

On a clear day, you can see the Delaware Water Gap and Wind Gap from the second-floor 
windows of Kapp Hall. Big Pocono State Park provides a verdant backdrop to Keystone Hall. 
When winter comes, the large solar panels in the parking lots will keep cars free of snow. More 
importantly, they will provide 43 percent of the energy for a campus built to LEED Gold standards. 

No wonder visitors call NCC Monroe “jaw-dropping.” So are the opportunities it will provide.
Come visit. Better yet, take a class!

NCC MONROE 
REVEALED
NCC MONROE 
REVEALED
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Pocono Hall
Between classes, students can  
grab a bite to eat in the food 
court, pick up some NCC Monroe 
swag in the bookstore, work out 
in the fitness center, shoot hoops 
in the gym or get involved in club 
activities. It’s too bad there are  
only 24 hours in a day!

Keystone Hall 
Keystone Hall is the first stop for 
prospective students. A warm 
welcome awaits them in the 
admissions and financial aid 
offices. Other offices devoted to 
student success are located nearby, 
including academic advising and 
career services. Perhaps most 
spectacular is the library with its 
high ceilings, futuristic lighting, 
breathtaking views and mix of paper 
and electronic resources. And did 
we mention the art studios?

Kapp Hall
Whether they’re interested in the 
sciences, business, liberal arts or 
a host of other majors, students 
take most of their classes here with 
outstanding faculty and the latest 
in educational technology. The child 
care center will make you want 
to be a kid again, and the demo 
kitchen, dance studio and other 
space dedicated to lifelong learning 
will make you want to sign up for 
one of the many noncredit classes 
open to the community.

KEY
A Pocono Hall
B KeystoneHall
C KappHall

715
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Thanks to the visionaries who recognized what a  
full-service community college could mean to  
Monroe County and to learners of all ages.

Thanks to the visionaries who recognized what a  
full-service community college could mean to  
Monroe County and to learners of all ages.
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It takes a community to build a community college. 
In fact, NCC Monroe could not exist without the leadership, guidance 
and generosity provided by the public, private and corporate citizens of 
Monroe County. That includes key support from partners like Cresco-
based Weiler Corporation, Swiftwater’s Sanofi Pasteur and ESSA Bank & 
Trust, which has been a Monroe County neighbor for nearly 100 years.

“In the communities that we serve,” says Suzie Farley, ESSA’s corporate 
secretary and director of investor relations, “people can be sure that we 
are going to be part of building a great place to live and learn and work and 
play.” That commitment inspired the ESSA Bank and Trust Foundation to 
underwrite a new state-of-the-art library at NCC Monroe. 

Similarly, Karl Weiler, chairman of the Weiler Corporation, has described 
Northampton as a major resource for developing local businesses, employees 
and students. As a result, the Weiler Corporation contributed to the 
construction of a new student life building for the new campus. 

Meanwhile, Sanofi Pasteur – which has a long history of providing 
NCC with scholarships, equipment, internship opportunities and more 
— underwrote construction of brand-new, top-notch science labs and 
classrooms for Monroe students. 

Thanks to these partners and the entire Monroe community, Monroe 
students can take advantage of a better NCC than ever.

Selling more than 80 acres of land to Northampton 
Community College was more than just a business 
deal for the Gantzhorn family. It meant even more than letting 
go of a place with fond memories of days spent sleigh riding, harvesting 
firewood, chopping down Christmas trees or baling hay on the land. 

There was also the emotional tug of the family tree and knowing that 
the land would have a tie to academia; several generations of the family 
hold degrees in teaching, and several of the extended Gantzhorn family 
grandchildren attended NCC.  

“My husband has a degree from NCC, and two of our kids took 
summer classes there,” said Susan Smith, granddaughter of the late 
Clarence Gantzhorn (son of John David Gantzhorn, who originally owned 
the land). “We’re looking forward to coming to the open house at the new 
campus and once again walking that land.”

Smith is one of the few descendants of the Gantzhorn family 
remaining in the area, and she and her sister, Becky Strunk, also hope 
that the environmental education courses that will be taught on campus 
allow students to appreciate the true beauty of nature.

“We’d spot deer in those fields in the summer. Or, you’d see a flock 
of turkeys walk through,” said Smith. “We have so many good memories. 
When we visit that area, we have what we call ‘the route’ at 715 where 
we’d go around the farm. We’ve been keeping up on the progress of the 
new campus. We really felt that this was the best fit for this beautiful 
piece of land.” 

Dr. Elizabeth T. & 
Tarek M. Bugaighis

Jeffrey A. Sr. & 
Denise L. Burdge

Burnley Employment & 
Rehab Services

Lawrence R. & Heidi B. Butler
James M. Cahill
Camelback Ski Area
Paul J. & Cathleen E. Canevari
Marie-Edouard Cantave

Bernardo J. & Esther Cantens
Drs. Alberto Cardelle & 

Rachel A. Frick Cardelle
Todd O. Chambers
Chestnut Hill Nursery
H. Jane Cilurso
L. William & Nancy S. Clark ‘75
Clyde F. Closson & 

Margaret McGuire-Closson
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 

of the Lehigh Valley

Barry J. & Janet R. Cohen
Dr. Matthew J. Connell & 

Evelyn Baxevane ‘75
Corporate Environments, Inc.
Celisa Y. Counterman
Atty. William B. & 

Barbara Cramer
Cramer, Swetz & McManus
Janet Crawford
Mark K. Culp
Teresa Cusumano

Rose Marie M. Cutropia
Bruce A. & Trudi Denlinger
Devereux Pocono Center
D’Huy Engineering, Inc.
Damian J. Dinan
Debra A. Doll*
Thomas & Olivia Donnelly
Douglas D. Drake
John C. & Ann Marie Drake
Frederick B. & 

Joan M. Duckloe Jr.

FOR THIS FAMILY, IT’S PERSONAL

DOING THEIR PART

Above, left to right: Representatives of Sanofi Pasteur, the Weiler 
Corporation and the Hughes family helped to break ground for  
the new campus in Oct. of 2011.

Above: Descendents of the family that once farmed the land where 
NCC Monroe now stands. Emma Arndt (right) is pictured with 
her grandchildren, Lara, Jared and Jonathan, all of whom have 
attended NCC.
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“I DIDN’T THINK IT WAS GOING TO 
BE LIKE THIS.  IT’S INCREDIBLE. IT 
FEELS LIKE A UNIVERSITY CAMPUS.”

~Steve Davanzo, a business major from Bangor



When it comes to the new Monroe Campus, 
faculty and staff put their money where 
their hearts are.

When an old blouse factory in Tannersville was turned into 
a place of learning, the chance to give students a bright future 
was realized. When another opportunity for building even 
more dreams presented itself, the caretakers of those dreams, 
Monroe faculty and staff, joined together to raise funds for the 
student services area at the new campus.

Rosalee Boyer, student services administrator; Karen 
Britt, assistant professor of business; and Celisa Counterman, 
associate professor of mathematics, spearheaded the “5-5-5” 
drive, encouraging fellow staff members to make a one-time 
$5 donation, or $5 a month for five years, or $5 a pay period for 
five years. The goal: $15,000. In true Monroe spirit, that goal 
was met in just 60 days, sending a clear message to students 
how much faculty and staff value their education.

In 2011, Counterman had this to say at the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new campus: “At Northampton, we find ways 
to see the potential our students, faculty and staff have and 
enable that to come forth and grow. It’s why I work here and 
why I stay.”

It’s also why she and so many others donated to a cause 
close to their hearts. High fives all around!

CAN I GET A HIGH FIVE?



James F. & Lisa M. Dunleavy
J. Bruce Dunlop
Dr. E. Ruth* & Roger A. Dunning*
Robert M. & Linda Eater
Engle Hambright & Davies, Inc.
Dr. Mark H. & Lin L. Erickson
John F. & Donna M. Eureyecko
ESSA Bank & Trust Foundation

M. Arif & Donna E. Fazil
Robert R. ‘75 & Pamela Fehnel
Daniel A. & Fran Ferguson
Fernwood Hotel & Resort
First Energy Foundation
First Keystone Community Bank
Hazel A. Fisher
Fitzmaurice Community Services

M. Carl & Patricia A. Flesher
Andrew A. & Linda Forte
Dr. David G. Fox
Dr. Denise J. Francois-Seeney

& Trevor Seeney
Faye A. Freer
Gordon W. & Joan Fried
Thomas Gonzalez

Jack A. & Elaine Grant
Kenneth W. Graves
Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc.
Great Wolf Lodge
David & Joann Greenbaum
Sharon Grivner
Grivner, Inc.
Catherine Grozier

NCC  FALL  2014  9



Charles M. & Joan L. Hannig
Joseph P. Hanyon
Bettsy C. Hargrave
Denise A. Harris-Ector
David J. ‘93 & Lynda L. Hassick ‘03
Chester & MaryAnne Heeter
Herbert, Rowland & Grubic Inc.

Denille Herstek
John T. & Judy Z. Hoback
Charles J. & Karen B. Hoffman
Thomas M. & Silvia A. Hoffman
Joseph T. & Susan E. Hopkins
Hope J. Horowitz
Julie B. Houston

Steve R. & Nancy D. Hovey
Robert S. & Roberta A. Howes
Kevin & Patricia Hughes
Carl K. & Nancy C. Hutt
J. M. Uliana & Associates, LLC
Kenneth W. & Sally F. Jablonski ’78
Dennis & Betania Jeter

Paul J. & Maureen S.* Joly
Heather D. Jones
K & H Custom Window Treatments
Nathan & Heather Kanofsky
Michael Katz
Keystone Sanitary Landfill, Inc.
Dr. Herman C. & Kelley Kissiah

Ethan Moyer, a creative soul with a passion for art, music, reading and 
poetry and a gifted drummer who hoped to one day study at Berklee College 
of Music. Like college students can sometimes tend to do, “he kind of always changed his passions,” 
says his mother, Linda Moyer. “Whatever he did, he did with all of his heart.”

It is in that spirit that the Keystone Hall art studio space at the new Monroe Campus is dedicated in 
Ethan’s name — a gift from his family, who hope to see other students discovering their own passions in 
the classroom. Moyer was just 20 years old when his life was tragically cut short in a November 2010 car 
accident, and NCC “was just a place where he felt very comfortable,” Linda says. “He loved the diversity in 
individuals.”

As a registered organ donor, Ethan helped to save seven lives. “He was such a giver … he was always 
giving,” says his father, Ron Moyer. “He used to say, ‘If they need it more than I do, they can have it.’” 

Ethan’s generosity continues to inspire his parents on a daily basis. They’re now heavily involved with 
raising awareness about the Gift of Life organ donation program and they see the parallels between this 
volunteer work and the generous space they’ve helped to create at NCC.

“As a donor, Ethan gave everybody a second chance,” says Linda. “He was a peaceful person. Part of 
what this art studio will give off is that you can sit here and take in the light and just create. I know that he 
would be humbled by that.” 

FOCUSING ON THE LIGHT

Students like Ethan Moyer (above)  
can pursue their love of the arts in 
Keystone Hall.
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Joseph R. & Charlene A. Koch ‘70
Dr. Kenneth C. & 

Sharon C. Kochey ‘68
Sandy Kuhns
John M. ‘70 & Jacqueline Kulick
Lab Services, LLC
Joyce E. Lang

Ann M. Laskiewicz-Ross
Leonard R. & Carol Lavenda
Robert C. & Gertrude B. Lear
Nancy Leblond
Harry F. Lee
Atty. Joseph F. & Loretta M. Leeson
William H. & Patti A. Lehr

Dr. James H. & Judith A. Leiding
Dr. John K. Leiser
Edmond O. & Leticia P. Leizens
Liberty Homes Custom Builders
Local Flair Magazine, LTD
Robert Loftus
Denise C. Madzik

Dr. Judith A. Magann ‘81
Stuart & Patricia A. Malin
Larry S. Mancino & 

Mary Sinibaldi Mancino
Christian F. ‘77 & Diane S. Martin
Vertel T. Martin
Patricia A. Matt

The Evelyn Jones Kapp Hall at NCC’s new Monroe Campus contains many 
of Northampton Community College’s most exciting learning spaces. Made 
possible through the generous support of the R. Dale and Frances M. Hughes Foundation, the new facility 
includes state-of-the-art classrooms, including specialized labs for chemistry, physics, bio-technology and 
allied health. In addition, Kapp Hall is home to the Hannig Family Childcare Center, which serves infants, 
toddlers and pre-schoolers.

“It is really fitting that this building will bear my Aunt Evelyn’s name,” says Kevin Hughes, who leads the 
R. Dale and Frances M. Hughes Foundation with his family. “Aunt Evelyn put herself through night school 
to get a degree. She was a working mother by day and a college student at night. She was always an 
inspiration.”

“She would recognize a lot of the students that this building will serve,” adds Evelyn’s son, Robert Kapp, 
who recalls that education was always an important priority in the family. “Education is the thing that makes 
a difference to a person, to a family and to a community.” 

“Our whole family is excited that we can be part of serving NCC students in Monroe County,” says Kevin, 
“and I’m especially happy that we can honor Aunt Evelyn. I think she’d be really happy that education is the 
gift we want to give in her name.”

A FITTING TRIBUTE

The anatomy and physiology lab  
in Kapp Hall.
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William F. & Teresa McCabe
Hon. Suzanne F. McCool
Roger McFadden
Dr. Michael J. & JoAnn McGovern
Connie J. Merwine
Merwine, Hanyon & Kaspszyk, LLP
Met-Ed

Joseph J. Michel
MKSD, LLC
Mildred A. Molino
Monroe County Job Center
Monroe County Transit Authority
Albert J. & Arlene Moranville
Dr. Nancy A. Moreau

Ronald E. & Linda J. Moyer
Steven K. & Carolyn H. Moyer
Dr. Gail M. Mrowinski & 

Edward S. Townsend Jr.
Atty. William K. & 

Christine L. Murphy
Richard Narvaez

William D. & Ellen B. Nathan
NCC Alumni Association
NCC Criminal Justice Club
NCC Film Club
NCC Monroe BBC/PTK
NCC Monroe Science Club
NCC Monroe Student Governance

Among the many people excited about NCC’s new Monroe Campus are its new 
neighbors Arlene and John Frailey (pictured above with President Erickson). 

The new campus will be situated in the heart of the county, near Routes 80 and 715, at the foot of Big 
Pocono Mountain. Frailey and his wife live right across the street on the parcel of the former 160-acre 
Gantzhorn farm that the couple bought in 1998. They built their house there in 2001. 

The Fraileys love the setting. “It is the best place in Pennsylvania,” Frailey says. “There are wonder-
ful views in every direction. You can see Wind Gap and the Delaware Water Gap. The colors in the fall  
are beautiful!” 

Frailey knows the history of the property, which now encompasses his home and the new 80-acre 
NCC Monroe Campus. It functioned as a working farm from 1825 far into the 20th century. 

He anticipates that NCC will be a good neighbor and an asset to the community. “It is a good use of 
the property,” he says. “Having a college there is the best option, and I look forward to it.” 

NEIGHBORS & FRIENDS
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Atty. Samuel W. & 
Maryjane Newman

Northeastern PA Alliance
Dr. Barbara Obrepalska-Bielska
Holly M. O’Connor ‘99
Roxane O’Hearn
Gary S. & Jennifer Olson

Atty. Angelo & Kathleen A. Ortenzi
Bruce A. ‘77 & Judith A. Palmer
PenTeleData, Ltd.
Pennoni Associates, Inc.
Paul & Thea M. Phalon
Dr. Paul E. & Alison J. Pierpoint
The PNC Foundation

Pocono Community Bank
Pocono Medical Center
Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau 
Pocono ProFoods
Pocono Record
Pocono Real Estate Academy
Pocono Star Properties, LP

Nicholas F. Politi Jr.
Donna M. Posivak
Brian K. & Susan Post
PPL Corporation
R. Dale & Frances M. 

Hughes Foundation
Richard & Maria I. Ramirez

“THERE IS SO MUCH SPACE HERE — NOT ONLY  
FOR ACADEMICS, BUT ALSO FOR ACTIVITIES.   
THE OPPORTUNITIES ARE ENDLESS. IT’S EXCITING  
TO BE ABLE TO THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX!”

~ Skylar Walter, a general studies major from Cresco
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William E. & Elsa L. Ramsden
Debra S. Raneri
Bruce D. & Lorraine Reish
Frank C. & Joan Revitt
John J. & Phyllis Riley
Christina Rodis-Durst
Patrick Ross

Barth Rubin
Patrick J. & Ann B. Ruggiero
Robert A. & Rebecca Rupel
Frank P. & Jamie T. Russo
Barbara Samet
Thomas J. & Sandra L. Sander
Sanofi Pasteur

Ronald & Jeanette Sarajian
Michael & Ellyn S. Schindler
Adam & Ali Schratt
Michael J. Schroder
Dr. Precie A. Schroyer
Paul & Judy Schuchman
Raymond L. Schwartz

Dr. Arthur L. Scott & 
Susan K. Kubik-Scott

Charles Seese III & 
Tracey B. Johnson

Jacob E. & Phyllis A. Seip
Laura Shamburger ‘10
Shawnee Inn & Golf Resort
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I AM THRILLED THAT WE CAN NOW OFFER STUDENTS 
A MUCH FULLER “COLLEGE EXPERIENCE.” STUDENTS 
NOW HAVE MANY GOOD REASONS TO STAY ON 
CAMPUS, AND THAT'S A GREAT THING.

~Randy Boone, professor of English



“IT FEELS LIKE MONROE 2.0 — IMPROVED 
IN ALMOST EVERY CATEGORY!”

~Anthony Giedman, a criminal justice  
major from Tobyhanna



Stephen M. & Mathilda B. Sheptak
Thomas Shillea & 

Santa Bannon-Shillea ‘03
Robert E. ‘83 & 

Kathleen T. Siegfried ‘95
Shannon L. Sigafoos ‘05
SKF USA, Inc.

Cyd H. Skinner
Skytop Lodge
Dr. Robert F. & Robin L. Smith
Terrence & Marianne Snyder
Sodexo
Spread Eagle Development Co.
John L. Squarcia

Karl A. & Jan Stackhouse
Ray J. Starner
Dr. Melissa D. Starace ‘95 &

Jason W. Dittmar 
Stroudsmoor Country Inn
Strunk-Albert Engineering
Joanne Sukiennik

Mark R. Thompson
John H. Tindell
Alisa Tongg-Weiler
Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc.
Vincent & Charlie L. Trapasso
Vincent J. Trapasso
Charlene Trotter

The campus 
is full of quiet 
places to study.
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When the doors to Northampton Community College first 
opened in 1967, students found Professor Ken Kochey ready 
to greet them. “It was a very special time,” recalls Ken. “The faculty and adminis-
tration fit right in with the students. We really were in it together.”

“It’s true,” confirms Ken’s wife, Sharon, who enrolled at NCC as soon as Ken started 
teaching. “In fact, the first graduating class consisted of two graduates. It was another 
young woman and me. It was in February of 1969, and our graduation ceremony took 
place in the president’s office.”

Today, Ken and Sharon, (pictured above), are both retired educators who live in 
Monroe County. Ken spent a career as a faculty member and an administrator to help 
Northampton Community College students both in and out of the classroom. Sharon 
served as a teacher and reading specialist for local elementary school students. To-
gether, they have been among NCC’s most generous donors, including support for the 
new Monroe Campus.

“The new campus will make as big a difference for Monroe County as the Bethlehem 
Campus made back when we started,” says Ken. 

Joseph M. & Daphne Uliana
United Way of Monroe County
Atty. Charles J. & Bonnie K. Vogt
Dr. Pat & Sandra P. Vulcano ‘72
Jane Louise Wachter
Bruce & Judy Waldman
Waldman Charitable Trust
Katherine M. Weichel

James Weiler
Karl M. & Ann H. Weiler
The Weiler Family Foundation
C. Brooke & Mildred H. Weiss
Frank J. ‘93 & Joanne M. Wernet
Beth Wheeler
John H. & Frances L. Whipple
Helene M. Whitaker

Bridget Williams
Dr. Judith B. Williams ‘76
Wilmington Trust of PA
Kurt A. Withey
Irene Wong-Bushby
Yuemin Yang
Dr. Beatriz Villar Fernandez & 

Earl K. Zablackis

William C. & Deborah R. Zacharias
Donna E. Zlocki
Ed G. & Sharon J. Zondag

*Deceased

OPENING DOORS
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To the elected officials who saw the public 
good in having a full-fledged community 
college in Monroe County and who helped to 
make it possible:
Former Governor Ed Rendell 
State Senator Lisa Baker
State Senator Lisa Boscola 
State Representative Rosemary Brown
State Senator Pat Browne 
Former Congressman Paul Kanjorski
Former State Senator Charles Lemond 
Former State Senator Bob Mellow 
Former State Senator Ray Musto 
Former State Senator Jim Rhoades
State Representative Mike Carroll
State Representative Mike Peifer 
State Representative Mario Scavello
Former State Representative John Siptroth
County Commissioner Suzanne McCool
Former County Commissioner Donna Asure 
Former County Commissioner Theresa Merli



Strolling the Northampton Community College Main Campus, 
with its brick and stucco facades, landscaped paths and 
spacious Quad, it takes a keen memory or a good imagination 
to picture how it looked before the early 2000s. Throughout its 
47 years, the College’s architecture has evolved from barrack-
like buildings to bulky structures in a style called brutalism to 
the gracefully beautiful campus we know today. 

excitement in monroe — 
NOSTALGIA 
IN BETHLEHEM
Remember when the Main Campus was new?

By Myra Saturen
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excitement in monroe — 
NOSTALGIA 
IN BETHLEHEM

Then and now: Near where  
Alumni Hall (shown below) 
now stands, NCC’s first 
students attended classes 
in temporary buildings 
affectionately called  

“the barracks.”



In the 1960s, the campus consisted of a small outpost of Quonset huts amid windy spaces 
in a former cornfield north of Green Pond Road. This makeshift arrangement served the College 
temporarily while it embarked on a master plan for permanent buildings.

In September 1970, the College broke ground for a five building complex on the other side of the 
road, encompassing a center for engineering, business and technology that included Founders and 
Richardson (then called Keystone) halls and the Kiva, plus two more classroom buildings, the cur-
rent Commonwealth and Penn halls. College Center, the tallest structure on campus, and Kopecek 
Hall (originally called Northampton Hall), facing it, arose in 1972. A pedestrian bridge once linked 
the two buildings because they were separated by a road for motor vehicles. 

In the 1960s and ’70s, brutalist architecture was all the rage. Colleges, public structures and 
apartment buildings displayed this stark aesthetic. To create an effect of massiveness, power and 
monumentality, architects working in this mode designed block-like structures made of concrete. 
“Brutalism tried to face up to a mass-production society and drag a rough poetry out of the con-
fused and powerful forces that were hard at work,” wrote Peter and Alison Smithson in Architec-
tural Design magazine. Lack of adornment expressed simple functionality. At NCC, the brutalist 

taste manifested itself through exposed concrete inner and outer surfaces, 
creating an effect that NCC’s second president, Dr. Robert Kopecek, half-
jokingly described as “early penal.” 

In counterpoint to the austere, modernistic brutalist style, the Kiva 
(shown on left) was designed by Paul Felder of Wallace and Watson Asso-
ciates in 1973 to evoke American history before Christopher Columbus. Of 
Pueblo Indian design, a kiva is typically round and partly underground. The 
Kiva at NCC consists of one large, circular room. An earthen ramp led to the 
building and helped insulate it. “Before the term ‘sustainable architecture’ 
came into use, the Kiva was one of the first contemporary sustainable en-
ergy buildings in the region,” Felder says. Now paved, the ramp also serves 
as an exit for a neighboring building, Founders Hall. The ramp anticipated 
the Americans with Disabilities Act by creating wheelchair-accessible 
space at a time when many buildings had none. 

Construction materials for the Kiva come from the Lehigh Valley and 
symbolize the region’s colonial history and culture. Its stone hearkens back to a plentiful resource 
used by the 18th-century Moravians. Inside, platforms were designed on risers wide enough to al-
low seats to be rearranged facing each other, forming groups of different sizes. Originally planned 
as a conference space, the Kiva is still used for this purpose and for classes, presentations, films, 
and meditation sessions. It still catches the eye.

The campus as it now exists began taking shape in the 
early 1970s with the work of architect William C. Watson Jr. 
In the 1960s, Watson helped choose the site for the campus. 
The land appealed to planners because of its central location 
within Northampton County, which it primarily served. 

Watson, then working for Coston, Frankfurt and Short, and 
later for Wallace and Watson Associates, designed the tem-
porary campus and then most of the buildings that followed, 
including Commonwealth, Founders, Richardson, Communica-
tions, Jeanette F. Reibman, Alumni and Hartzell halls as well as 
Hampton Winds restaurant, the Enrollment Center, science labs 
and the student apartments and residence halls. He also was 
involved in renovations to Penn and Kopecek halls, the science 
area and College Center and the redesign of the center of the 
campus to eliminate the road and bridges between buildings in 
favor of the outdoor gathering space now known as the Quad.

In approaching the architecture for the campus, Watson con-

(Right) The College Center before and 
after resurfacing. The pedestrian bridge 
was eliminated when the Quad was 
created and students no longer had to 
dodge cars en route from one building 
to another. The Kiva (left) is an unusual 
feature for a college campus.
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sidered the effects of sun, wind and climate. He envisioned the view visitors, students, faculty and 
staff would see, whether approaching on foot or by vehicle. He thought about the various uses 
people would make of the space and the ease of getting from one place to another. 

Seeking a warm, personal and natural ambiance for the campus, Watson used trees, bricks 
and wood. “Natural elements give people a better feeling,” he says. He added more trees to the 
campus, replacing the ivy that then provided most of the landscaping. Eventually, with the back-
ing of trustees led by Thomas Doluisio, he covered 
the original concrete with a combination of stucco 
and brick, both to reduce energy costs and give 
the campus a softer sensibility. Indoors, he used 
lighting with indirect illumination that is filtered 
and gentle, producing a comfortable mood. 

Architects say that “form follows function.” 
Watson says that each type of learning has its 
own needs. For example, culinary students need a 
large testing kitchen with classrooms nearby. Ca-
pacious meeting rooms allow students to experi-
ence preparing and presenting foods to relatively 
big groups. Hampton Winds, the student-run res-
taurant, is more intimate. 

The entrance to Reibman Hall was designed 
to resemble an old-fashioned schoolhouse, with red brick and dormers. Communications Hall fea-

tures lots of exhibit space and hallways so that students can display their 
work. Science labs must have space for the appropriate furniture, and English 
classrooms must have sufficient room for seating. The Enrollment Center has 
ample room and lighting for people waiting in line. Rooms in Alumni Hall have 
moveable walls that can be adjusted depending on the size of the function. 

The construction of student apartments and a residence hall provided liv-
ing quarters for international students and others in need of housing. Built 
between 1987 and 1996, the apartments went up first. The residence hall 
followed. NCC was the first and is still the only community college in Penn-
sylvania to offer residential facilities. A new residence hall will open next fall.

Watson designed the Gates Center — Alumni, County and Hartzell Tech-
nology halls — to be connected. “In bad weather, it is more comfortable for 
people not to have to go out,” he said. Buildings in the Gates Center have 
identical masonry bonding for continuity. Watson is especially proud that 

some of the trees he selected for the temporary campus in the 1960s are still flourishing. 
A mentee of Watson’s, Silvia Hoffman, of MKSD Architecture, led the design team for NCC’s 

new Monroe Campus. Prior to that, she designed the Arthur L. Scott Spartan Center on the Main 
Campus. “We wanted to create a place that would increase campus-life opportunities,” Hoffman 

“Architects say ‘form follows function.’   
Each type of learning has its own needs.” 

~Architect William Watson

Clockwise from top left: The child 
care center in an earlier day; 
Ground breaking for the new 

residence hall that will open next 
fall; The pathway to Richardson 

Hall, the science building and 
Commonwealth Hall.
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says of the center that incorporates a gymnasium, fitness center and lounge. In addition to an 
inviting facade featuring lots of glass visible from Green Pond Road, a W-shaped roof further  
distinguishes the center. 

Foliage and other plantings add to the beauty of the campus. Trees, plants, flower beds, shrubs, 
paths, entranceways and gardens give pleasure to the eye. “It is important to have a beautiful 
campus because it is the first thing that people see,” says groundskeeper Mark Stetler. “People 
enjoy and appreciate the pleasant atmosphere.” Among the campus’ loveliest places is the Susan 
K. Kubik Tribute Garden, a space to remember and celebrate. These two acres between Penn and 
Commonwealth halls are set aside and cultivated to honor friends of the College, both living and 
departed. The garden contains paths with memorial pavers, a medicinal/culinary herb garden and 

an armillary, a spherical piece indicating latitude, longitude and astronomi-
cal phenomena. Recent additions include veterans’ and alumni plazas and a 
butterfly garden. 

The Community Garden, started in 2010, occupies 4.5 acres of the “East 
40” area of campus. Here, members of the College and general communities 
practice sustainable agriculture and find related opportunities for learning.

Northampton Community College’s Main Campus has undergone dramat-
ic changes in appearance since its opening in 1967. It will continue to evolve 
as student and community needs change. In the meantime, Heidi Butler,  
director of public information, voices the thoughts of many alumni and area 
residents when she says, “NCC went from being one of the ugliest campuses 
in the area to one of the most beautiful.” u

“Trees, plants, shrubs, flower beds, paths,  
entranceways and gardens give  

pleasure to the eye.”

Clockwise from top left: 
Richardson Hall reflected 

in the windows of the fitness 
center; A tree-lined pathway; 

Summer in the Susan K. Kubik 
Tribute Garden; A well-traveled 

pathway near Penn Hall.
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pulse
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt

BEGINNINGS

An exciting  academic and personal 
journey has begun for 3500-plus new students. At orientation at many 
four-year colleges, students are warned: “Look at the student seated to 
your left. Now look at the student seated to your right. One of you won’t 
make it to graduation.” The message at Northampton was different. 
Here the students heard: “We want you to succeed. There may be bumps 
along the way, but people are here to help you. Commit to complete.”

bright 

Starting this fall, a new 
associate degree program and 
a new certificate option will 
enable students to prepare for 
occupations that are growing 
faster than average, according to 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor.  

The first is a degree program 
that responds to the growing 
call from regional healthcare 
agencies for more public health 
practitioners.

“The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention cites 
an unhealthful lifestyle as the 
primary contributor to the six 
leading causes of death in the 
United States,” says Samantha 
Beebe, assistant professor of 
biology at NCC Monroe. “We 
need people trained in public 
health education to move our 
population into a safe and 
healthy future.” 

To earn an associate degree 
in public health, students must 
complete 61 credits, including 
classroom and lab work. Some 
of the jobs for which they will 
qualify include health promotion 
counselor, health coach, patient 

navigator, community health 
educator, health communications/
public relations specialist, health 
teacher, public health worker and 
wellness promotion specialist. 
NCC’s program will be one of few 
such associate degree programs 
in the country. Graduates can 
go directly into the workforce or 
continue their studies at a four-
year institution.  

Courses started on the 
Monroe Campus this fall and will 
begin on the Bethlehem Campus 
in the spring.

The College has also added 
a new certificate program 
in heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning/refrigeration 
(HVAC/R). This 47-credit 
certificate program prepares 
graduates to work as service 
and installation technicians with 
HVAC/mechanical contractors 
or as maintenance technicians 
in commercial and industrial 
facilities. All of the coursework 
can be applied toward NCC’s 
associate degree in HVAC/R 
technology.  

new PROGRAMS
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NCC also has a new look online. Amid fanfare 
and after much anticipation, the College 
unveiled a redesigned website this fall.
The website, northampton.edu, 
has been completely overhauled 
with a new layout, navigation 
options, menu styles, colors and 
photography. The idea behind the 
design was to allow NCC to show 
its key attributes to prospective 
students and to provide an 
inviting experience to help 
people engage with the College 
online. The website was also 
built to adapt to various device 
types using responsive design 
technology.

Digital Wave Technologies 
(part of Antech Systems, Inc.) 
was hired in the fall of 2013 to 

work on the complicated task 
of overall design development. 
Focus groups were then held with 
NCC’s staff and students. Once 
a design was in place by the 
early spring of 2014, NCC’s web 
team worked over the summer on 
the revision of the existing web 
content to move it over to the 
new design. The site went live  
in September. 

The same way that the new 
campus attracts people with its 
modern interior and exterior, so, 
too, will the website reach out to 
NCC’s students and staff over the 
coming years. Stop by!

new WEBSITE

NCC’s new RV!
Thanks to a gift from the NCC Foundation, the brand-new Winnebago is 
bringing the College to the community as part of the strategic focus on 
student outreach.

“Setting foot on a college campus can be intimidating for families 
who have never attended college,” says NCC’s director of admissions, 
Jim McCarthy.  

When the van comes to their school or neighborhood, prospective 
students can meet with College staff to learn about College programs 
and get answers to any questions they may have. Those who don’t have 
a computer at home can use computers on board to apply for admission 
or for financial aid.  

Emblazoned with words like “Aspire,” “Succeed,” “Grow” and 
“Thrive,” the van will also promote the value of education at events  
like Musikfest.

To see where the van will be next, check the NCC website.

NCC Goes Mobile
What’s 33 feet long, has four wheels and  
may be just around the corner?
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S T U D E N T  S U C C E S S     We’re here to help

Meet Dr. Salvador
One of Mardi McGuire-Closson’s 
parting gifts to Northampton 
was announcing her retirement 
as vice president for student 
affairs far enough in advance 
to allow the College to conduct 
a national search for her 
successor. 

Enter Dr. Susan Salvador, the 
former vice president for student 
services for the third largest 
community college in the State 
University of New York system 
and one of only two educators 

from a community college ever 
to serve as president of the 
American College Personnel 
Association – College Student 
Educators International.

The recipient of numerous 
awards, Salvador earned an 
Ed.D. in higher education 
administration from The 
University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor; an M.Ed. in counseling 
and student personnel from The 
Pennsylvania State University; 
and a B.A. in psychology from 
Siena College in New York. 

What brought you to NCC, 
Dr. Salvador?
First and foremost is President 
Erickson. I admire his leadership 
and his vision for the College. 
This institution is blessed to have 
him as its president. I was also 
impressed by the growth and 
development of the College and 
its strategic alignment for future 
growth and development. The 
talent and passion of the faculty 
and staff made me want to be 
part of the Northampton family. 
These are exciting times at 
Northampton with the opening of 
the Monroe Campus, the changes 
going on at the Main Campus and 
at the Fowler Family Southside 
Center. And I had heard a lot 
about the Northampton Way. The 
more I learned about the culture 
here, the more I wanted to be a 
part of it. Northampton is a jewel. 

What would you tell 
students who are just 
beginning their college 
education about how  
to be successful?
First of all, I would say 
congratulations. I would say 
that to our new students, to 
our continuing students and 
to our readmitted students. I 

would say congratulations on 
making a very important decision 
to continue your education. 
That’s an incredibly powerful 
decision. On top of that, I would 
thank the students for choosing 
Northampton. They had a choice 
of where to attend college. They 
chose Northampton, and we are 
blessed to have them here as 
part of the Northampton family. 
And I’d say to the students, 
utilize us. Access the services 
and resources that are available 
to you here. You don’t need 
to live on campus to become 
involved in campus life, whether 
that be through the cocurricular 
program, athletics, theatre or 
other activities. Get to know 
your faculty and staff. Your 
educational journey will have ups 
and downs. Know that the reason 
faculty and staff are here is 
because of you. We’re committed 
to your success. We want you  
to reach out to us. We want to 
work with you.

In announcing Salvador’s 
appointment, President Mark 
Erickson called her “a great fit 
for NCC,” not just because of her 
national reputation, but because 
of her passion for students. That 
passion can be seen every day.

Dr. Salvador chats with education major Nate Decker.

STUDENTS
a champion for
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Welcome to the new and improved bookstore at Main Campus! From a 
small shop crammed with books to a bright, roomy space that invites you 
to grab a cup of coffee and unwind, the shop now has all the amenities 
of a big-chain bookstore. 

“We’re excited to now have a bookstore that is representative of 
all the great things the College does,” says Michael Moore, bookstore 
manager. “It’s a space that truly mirrors the mission of the campus.”

At 2,500 square feet, the old bookstore was small in comparison to 
the enrollment of the College. “We’ve been looking at options to expand 
it for five to 10 years,” Mark Culp, director of facilities, says.

To grow, the bookstore had to move to the area formerly occupied by 
Central Duplicating in College Center. The entrance to the bookstore’s 
new space can now be found in the Spartan Center. The expansion to 
5,000 square feet enabled both the bookstore and the Spartan Shop, 
which sold NCC apparel on the second floor of College Center, to be 
incorporated into one space.

“The new bookstore still sells text-books, convenience items, clothing 
and other NCC merchandise. Everything we used to have we still do, plus 
much more,” Moore says of the store, which now has five times as much 
space for clothing and three times as much for textbooks.

“Our goal is to make the new bookstore a destination spot, a  
place to hang out,” Moore says. “We want it to be more a part of the 
campus community.”

Next time you’re on Main Campus, stop by and do some shopping!

Turning a Page 
A new chapter for NCC’s bookstore

We Couldn’t Have  
Done It Without You
The Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) has 
again presented NCC with the Education Fundraising Award for Overall 
Performance. The award recognizes outstanding performance and 
improvement in educational fundraising programs based on data 
analyzed by the Council for Aid to Education. NCC has been among the 
recipients four other times.

“The award is a tribute to the hard work of the staff and the NCC 
Foundation, but it wouldn’t be possible without donors who recognize 
how critical their support is to Northampton’s ability to serve students,” 
says Paul Acampora, NCC’s director of development.

CASE is a professional association whose membership includes 
more than 3,600 colleges and universities, independent schools and 
nonprofit organizations in 76 countries. Only five other community 
colleges qualified for the fundraising award this year.

Aspen Prize Nomination 
A FIRST FOR NCC
When it comes to prestigious awards, few are more highly regarded in 
higher education than the Aspen Prize. Presented only once every other 
year, the award shines a spotlight on a community college that strives for 
and achieves exceptional levels of success for all students, while they 
are in college and after they graduate. 

You can’t apply. Out of the 1,200 community colleges in the country, 
150 are chosen for consideration based on data that includes persistence 
to graduation and success in transferring or entering the job market for 
students from a variety of racial, ethnic and socioeconomic backgrounds.

Following review of more detailed records and extensive interviews 
with college officials, the list is narrowed to 10 before the winner is 
announced in January.

Although NCC did not make the top 10 this year, “We’re thrilled to be 
recognized by the Aspen Institute,” says NCC President Mark Erickson.  

Northampton is the only community college in Pennsylvania on the list.
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Have you heard of 
the maker movement? It’s an 
umbrella term for independent 
inventors, designers and 
tinkerers who combine the 
American ideals of self-reliance 
and innovation with open-
source learning, contemporary 
design and powerful personal 
technology like 3-D printers. 
If that describes you, you’re 
going to love NCC’s Fab Lab! A 
veritable hotbed of new product 
innovation, facilities like the 
Fab Lab have revolutionized the 
process of taking product ideas 
from prototype development to 
market reality. 

Located in NCC’s Fowler 
Family Southside Center, the 
Fab Lab (short for fabrication 
laboratory) has tripled in size 
in less than two years. “We 
now offer 45 courses and a 
luthier program,” says Program 
Manager Jeffrey Boerner. 

Equipment includes guitar-
making pieces, three 3-D printers, 
computerized vinyl cutter, laser 
engraver, planer, CNC routing 
bed, jointer, surface sander, 
table saw and shaper, oscillating 
spindle and edge sanders, 

five new wood-turning lathes, 
Tormach sharpener and CNC 
metal mill, horizontal bandsaw, 
grizzly lathe, sandblasting 
machine and a sound booth with 
audio-mixing equipment.

Boerner encourages the 
curious to stop by or take a class. 
“We are open for anyone to use, 
learn and improve their skills. 
Our instructors are extremely 
talented and knowledgeable in 
their fields and willing to share 
their knowledge through classes 
and demonstrations.”

by Cynthia Tintorri

C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T     From luthiers to leadership

SOUTHSIDE
Fab Lab: A Dream Come True for the  
Maker Movement

The large work space in the Fab Lab can accommodate a wide 
variety of projects. In the top photo, James Weiler, Fab Lab 
engineer, removes a finished product from one of the four 3-D 
printers in the lab.  At left, student intern Giovanni Garcia 
calibrates a three-color 3-D printer.

on the 
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The list of graduates of Leadership Lehigh Valley reads like a list of 
Who’s Who in the Community. Since 1986, close to 1,000 men and 
women have graduated from the program established to prepare 
community-minded professionals for service on non profit boards. 

Starting this fall, a new curriculum will hone leadership skills that 
will make participants more effective in their workplaces as well as in 
the community.

This is something that employers are looking for, according to 
Donna Goss and Don Robertson, co-directors of NCC’s Center for 
Business & Industry. The center became home to Leadership Lehigh 
Valley a year ago. “Employers make a significant commitment in 
sponsoring employees’ participation in the program and in allowing 
them to participate during the workday,” Goss says. “They want a good 
return on their investment.”

The broadened focus will continue to expose current and future 
business leaders to community needs and to the ways in which 
businesses and their employees can address them. 

J.G. Petrucci Company, Inc. has helped to underwrite some of the 
changes and to provide scholarship support. Regional President Martin 
Till says, “All of us at J.G. Petrucci Company, Inc. are excited to be 
part of this new journey with Leadership Lehigh Valley. As a company, 
we place a tremendous value on leadership and community. This 
program will become a top-tier learning opportunity for leaders from all 
segments of the Lehigh Valley.”

The Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce is also looking for ways 
to build on the success of Leadership Pocono and has asked the Center 
for Business & Industry to be involved. u

Can you analyze an inflation graph? Can you explain a speech delivered 
in 1848 by suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton? These are typical of the 
questions adults who didn’t graduate from high school must answer  
to earn a GED.

NCC prepares students for the exam, but for a while, changes in 
federal regulations threatened their ability to take the test because it 
now has to be completed online rather than on paper.

Enter the R.K. Laros Foundation, The Donley Foundation and The Martin 
Guitar Charitable Foundation, which provided funding for a test center with 
12 computer stations at NCC’s Fowler Family Southside Center.

Thanks to their generosity, students like Violet Lopez can continue 
to pursue important goals. As her daughter got close to her high school 
graduation, Lopez realized how important a high school diploma or 
GED was. She missed a passing grade on the GED exam by 10 points 
— twice. “The teachers here did not give up on me,” she says. “They 
encouraged me to retake it. I did, and I finally passed. I went from 
making $9 an hour to $17.” Lopez is now enrolled in college classes.

New GED Test Center 

A New Direction  
for Leadership  
Lehigh Valley
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happenings 

Sept. 27: 
“The Farmer and the Horse”
Documentary film screening 
introduced by filmmaker Jared 
Flesher. 1-3 p.m. in Room 201, 
Keystone Hall, Monroe Campus

Oct. 7: 
“The Grapes of Wrath”
Book discussion facilitated by 
Kelly Allen, associate professor 
of English. 11 a.m. in Room 440, 
College Center 

Oct. 20: 
“The Grapes of Wrath”
Film screening and discussion. 
Introduced by Kelly Allen, associate 
professor of English. 7 p.m. at the 
Frank Banko Alehouse Cinemas, 
ArtsQuest Center at SteelStacks 

Nov. 6: (rain date Nov. 13)
Harvest Fest  
Join us in NCC’s Community 
Garden to pick crops and enjoy 
the harvest. Hosted by Kelly Allen, 
associate professor of English. 
Noon - 3 p.m. in the Community 
Garden, Main Campus

Nov. 6: 
“The Farmer and the Horse”
Documentary film introduced by 
filmmaker Jared Flesher.  
3:30 - 5:30 p.m. in the Lipkin 
Theatre, Kopecek Hall 

AGRICULTURE and the 
AMERICAN IDENTITY

Exploration of this year’s theme is made possible by a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, matched by generous donors. Community partners 

include the Bethlehem Area Public Library, Eastern Monroe Public Library, 
Bethlehem Area School District, Stroudsburg Area School District, Historic 

Bethlehem Partnership and Monroe County Historical Association.

ILLUSTRATION BY ADAM SOLTYS, WEB DEVELOPMENT MAJOR

April 22, 2015:
Will Allen, Keynote Lecture 
The NEH programming will 
culminate with a keynote address 
by Will Allen, one of Time 
magazine’s 100 Most Influential 
People and the recipient of a 
MacArthur Foundation “genius 
grant.” The son of a sharecropper, 
Allen first made his mark as a 
professional basketball player and 
is now nationally renowned as an 
urban farmer who is transforming 
the cultivation, production and 
delivery of healthful foods to under-
served urban populations. He will 
speak at 7:30 p.m. in the Arthur L. 
Scott Spartan Center.



Art Exhibit
Nov. 5 – Dec. 11:

“10 Miles”
Photographs by Olaf 
Starorypinski, an 
artist who describes 

himself as “visually preoccupied.” 
Opening reception: Nov. 14, 
6 – 8 p.m. Held in the gallery of 
Communications Hall. The gallery 
is open Monday – Thursday, 8 
a.m. – 9 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Closed on Sundays.

Theatre
Oct. 23 – 26: 

“Avenue Q, the Musical,”  
music and lyrics by Robert Lopez 
and Jeff Marx.You have never 
seen anything like this. Most of 
the characters are puppets, but 
this is not a children’s show! It is 
a mischievous and often raunchy 
look at the challenges young 
adults face as they try to make 
their way in the big city. Directed 
by Bill Mutimer. Performances at 
7:30 p.m. on Oct. 23, 24 and 25;  
2 p.m. on Oct. 25; and 3 p.m. on 
Oct. 26 in the Lipkin Theatre, 
Kopecek Hall

Nov. 20 – 24: 
“The Importance of Being Earnest,” 
by Oscar Wilde. In 1890s London, 
two friends use the same 
pseudonym, Ernest, for their on-
the-sly activities. Hilarity ensues! 
Directed by Laura Johnson. 
Limited seating. Performances 
at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 20, 21, 22 
and 24; and at 3 p.m. on Nov. 23 
in the Norman R. Roberts Lab 
Theatre, Kopecek Hall. Admission 
for both theatre events is free 
with a donation of nonperishable 
food items or a donation to the 
Norman Roberts Scholarship Fund. 
Reservations suggested. Call 610-
861-5524 or email NCC_theatre_
tickets@northampton.edu. 

Film
Oct. 14: 
Community Film Series for 
Educators: “2 Million Minutes”
See how students in three 
superpowers spend their high 
school years. This documentary 
highlights the difference in 
approach and emphasis on 
socialization, academic rigor and 
discipline in the United States, 
India and the People’s Republic of 
China. Panel discussion follows. 
2.5 clock hours; free for educators. 
6:30 – 9 p.m. in Kiva, Main 
Campus. For information or to 
register, go to www.northampton.
edu/lifelearn, click on Center for 
Business & Industry catalog,  
early childhood and education, 
course code ECEPD802.(2),  
email early_childhood_
education@northampton.edu  
or call 610-861-4561. 

Nov. 7, 8:
Warren Miller Presents  

“No Turning Back”
Take an action-packed ride 
through fun and exotic 
international and domestic 
locations including Norway, 
Switzerland, Japan, Alaska and 
beyond. This year’s production 
includes a touch of comedy. 7 p.m. 
on Nov. 7 and 8; and 3:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 8 in Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek 
Hall. $12 in advance (starting on 
Oct. 10) at www.ncc.WarrenMiller.
com or the Student Life Office; 
$15 at the door
For more information, go to  
www.ncc.WarrenMiller.com. 
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Northampton Community College 
2013 – 14 Honor Roll of Donors 

Thank you. With these two words, we convey our 
heartfelt appreciation of your support and generosity. 
Your gifts help NCC — one of the top community 
colleges in the nation — to continue the teaching, 

leadership and service that make a difference in 
the lives of our students. View the Northampton 
Community College Honor Roll of Donors at: 

www.northampton.edu/2014HonorRoll 

Please note: The Honor Roll will also be printed and mailed to 
all NCC donors as part of the Northampton Community College 

Annual Report in the fall. Thank you again.



Especially for 
Alumni and 
Parents 
Oct. 22:
Alumni Awards Mixer
Network with NCC alumni and 
honor this year’s award winners 
while enjoying hearty hors 
d’oeuvres prepared by culinary 
arts students. 5:30 p.m. in Room 
130, Alumni Hall, Gates Center. 
$20. For information and to 
R.S.V.P., go to www.northampton.
edu/specialevents, email  
alumni@northampton.edu  
or call 610-861-5088. 

Especially for 
Youth
All events are held in the Cops ‘n’ 
Kids Reading Room, Room 403, 
Fowler Family Southside Center, 
10 a.m. – noon, unless otherwise 
noted. The Reading Room is also 
open to the public on Wednesdays, 
11 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Oct. 11: 
“What is Mr. Peepers!”
Author Susan Master and 
illustrator Ann Cross will share 
the real-life story of a little chick 
who was born outside of the hen 
house on a ranch in Texas. Find 
out about all of his incredible 
adventures. 

Oct. 25:
Go Figure!
Math can be fun. Really! Join 
Sarah Rusnock and Natalie Miller 
for a fascinating morning as they 
explore math topics including 
number sense, probability, 
beginning algebra and math in the 
kitchen. For children ages 8 – 10. 

Nov. 8:
The Amazing Brain
Back by popular demand for young 
scientists. Join Dr. Cecilia Fox, 

director of the Moravian College 
neuroscience program, and her 
fabulous students to learn  
what makes us tick. 

Nov. 22:
Mermaid Tales — “A Royal Tea”
Author Debbie Dadey will bring 
you on a journey with MerGirl 
Shelly Siren as she prepares for 
a visit from Edwina, the queen 
of the Western Oceans, who is 
coming for tea.

Nov. 15:
Youth Chess Tournament
13th annual fall youth chess 
championship for ages 18 and 
under. Five rounds of chess, rated 
and unrated sections. Trophies and 
prizes awarded. 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on 
the 2nd floor, College Center.
$30 pre-register by Nov. 13.  
$35 at the door. For information,  
go to www.northampton.edu/
Horizons-For-Youth/Special-
Events-and-Partnerships or call 
610-861-4120. To register, go to 
www.northampton.edu/lifelearn.

Dec. 6:
Pip the Mouse Is in Town!
Take a trip with Pip the Mouse, as 
his Christmas adventure takes us 
through the Lehigh Valley so he 
can return a lost bag of toys to 
Santa Claus. Writing team Robert 
Croesus and Laura Klotz, joined 
by illustrator Brian Hoffner, have 
made Pip into a cartoon character 
young readers and entire families 
are bound to adore. The story’s 
lesson is about the reason 
behind the holidays, told in a 
fun way — a lesson in sharing, 
kindness and the Christmas spirit. 
Programs above are free, but pre-
registration is recommended. To 
register, call 610-861-5526. 

Music, Dance 
and Poetry
Oct. 1:    
Art and Lecture Series
Austin Ratner, author of In the 
Land of the Living and The Jump 
Artist and winner of the Sami 
Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature, 
will read from The Jump Artist 
in an evening of fun, literature 
and culture. His nonfiction has 
appeared in The New York Times 
Magazine and The Wall Street 
Journal, and his short fiction has 
been honored with the Missouri 
Review Editors’ Prize. 6 – 7 p.m. in 
Room 108, Pocono Hall, Monroe 
Campus. For more information, 
email jbednar@northampton.edu 
or call 570-688-4191. 

Oct. 21, 28:
An Hour with Dr. Javier Ávila 

Award-winning poet, novelist, 
essayist and NCC professor, Ávila 
will read from the recent bilingual 
publication of his poetry “Vapor” 
and will discuss his process of 
writing. Oct. 21, 11 a.m. – noon in 
Room 108, Pocono Hall, Monroe 
Campus. Oct. 28, 11 a.m. – noon 
in the David A. Reed Community 
Room, College Center

Oct. 22, Nov. 19:
Déjà Brew Coffee House
Students will have the 
opportunity to perform alongside 
the professional acoustic duo 
SideArm as they play requests 
from the audience, including 

cover tunes from all genres and 
decades. Proceeds from raffles 
and the coffee/dessert bar go to 
the Stephanie Rivera Scholarship 
Fund. 5 – 9 p.m. in Room 108, 
Pocono Hall, Monroe Campus

Dec. 5:
Holiday Winter Concert
Bel Canto Dalle Stelle, NCC’s 
community chorus, will warm 
your hearts as they sing holiday 
favorites. 7:30 p.m. in Lipkin 
Theatre, Kopecek Hall. $5 
donation to the chorus scholarship 
or a nonperishable food item to 
benefit the needy 

Dec. 11, 12: 
Winter Dance Works
Students from NCC’s dance 
classes, Northampton Dance 
Ensemble and Acta Non 
Verba will perform pieces 
choreographed by NCC dance  
faculty. 11:10 a.m. on Dec. 11  
and 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 12, in the  
Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall. 
Admission is free with a donation 
of a nonperishable food item  
for a local food bank. 

Honoring Heroes
Nov. 10: 
Marine Corps Celebration
Happy 239th birthday to the 
Marines! Join us for a birthday 
cake-cutting ceremony at noon  
in Room 108, Pocono Hall, 
Monroe Campus

H A P P E N I N G S    continued
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For event details and the latest information,  
visit www.northampton.edu and click on  

“Calendar” at the top. 

Nov. 11: 
Linda Maloney: Legacy and 
Getting to Your Destination

Be inspired by an award-
winning author, business 
owner, leadership development 
professional, speaker and one of 
the first female combat aviators 
to fly on a Navy aircraft carrier. 
Maloney’s first book, Military 
Fly Moms — Sharing Memories, 
Building Legacies, Inspiring Hope, 
is a biographical collection of true 
stories of 70 women who share 
the same dream — becoming 
aviators in the military and being 
moms. Proceeds from the book 
signing will go to VALOR Home, 
a homeless veterans’ shelter. 11 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in Room 202 
A/B, Keystone Hall, Monroe 
Campus. Video streamed to 
Main Campus, David A. Reed 
Community Room, College Center 

Nov. 13:
Veterans’ Celebration

Hear guest speaker Joseph Arata, 
chief strategic recruitment, DHS/
ICE, and honor our veterans 
at the Veterans Plaza Phase II 
celebration and reception. 11  
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in the David  
A. Reed Community Room,  
College Center 

Fine Dining
Oct. 27, 28: 
Robert C. Wood Chef-in-Residence
Watch Domenic Lombardo, owner 
and executive chef of theMINT 
Gastropub, prepare recipes 
for the audience to taste and 
enjoy. Or join us for a gourmet 
dinner prepared by the chef and 

NCC’s culinary arts students in 
the College restaurant. Cooking 
demonstration, 6 p.m. on Oct. 
27 in Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek 
Hall. $10 per person (includes 
tastings and a recipe booklet). 
Reception and dinner, 6 p.m. on 
Oct. 28 in the Hampton Winds 
Restaurant, Gates Center. $100 
per person to benefit the Culinary 
Arts and Hospitality Management 
programs. For more information 
or to register, go to www.
northampton.edu/specialevents  
or call 610-861-5519. 

Celebrations
Oct. 29: 
Athletic Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony
Join us as we honor outstanding 
athletes at 6 p.m. in the David A 
Reed Community Room, College 
Center and Laub Lounge.
For information or to register,  
call 610-861-5369.

Jan. 24: 
Winter Commencement
Celebrate the success of August 
and December graduates on this 
joyous occasion. 11 a.m. in the 
Arthur L. Scott Spartan Center, 
Main Campus

Crafts
Nov. 1:
Annual Fall Craft Fair
Find unique treasures at one of 
the Lehigh Valley’s largest craft 
shows, featuring food, wood 
crafts, jewelry, glass, flower 
arrangements, holiday items and 
more. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. in the  
Arthur L. Scott Spartan Center, 
Main Campus. $2 general public, 
$1 55+, free for children under 
12. For more information, email 
alumni@northampton.edu or call 
610-861-5088. 

For a Good 
Cause
Nov. 15: 
Spartan Sprint
Walk or run in this 5-K challenge 
to establish a rainy-day fund 
for NCC students in crisis. Fast, 
flat course on paved surfaces. 
Registration: 8 a.m. Sprint: 9 a.m. 
T-shirts to first 100 participants. 
Held at the Main Campus. For 
registration, details, cost and 
prizes, call 610-861-4145.

Heading to 
College?
Get to know NCC! Tour the 
campus, learn about our programs 
and student life, get answers to 
questions and meet faculty and 
staff. Bring your dreams! For 
information, dates and times, or to 
register, go to www.northampton.
edu/Admissions/Campus-tours 
or call 610-861-5500.

Oct. 14: 
College Fair
Representatives from more 
than 150 colleges, universities 
and technical schools will be at 
NCC to meet with high school 
students, their parents, transfer 
students and adults interested in 
continuing their education. This 
large fair is sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Association for 
College Admission Counseling. 
6 – 8 p.m. in the Arthur L. Scott 
Spartan Center, Main Campus.
For more information, email 
alugo@northampton.edu. 

Nov. 22: 
Main Campus Open House
Learn about the many fields of 
study offered at NCC, tour the 
campus, meet faculty members 
and current students. Questions 
will be answered by the pros 
in admissions, financial aid and 
career services. 10 a.m. – 12:30 
p.m. in the Arthur L. Scott Spartan 
Center, Main Campus u
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notes Alumni Share Their Stories

Accounting
2005 Marissa Ott    
of Newton, N.J., received a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting 
at DeSales University in 2007 and 
an MBA in 2009 and is currently 
working on a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing at DeSales University. 
She is a reimbursement billing 
manager at the Sunrise House 
Foundation, Inc. in Lafayette, N.J.

Business 
Administration
1981 Elizabeth 
Kemmerer  is the business 
manager at Blue Valley Builders, 
Inc. in Bath. She and her 
husband, Larry, live in Bath 
and have three children, Kelly, 
Michael and David.

2009 Barry Saturen  of 
Bethlehem completed a master’s 
degree in higher education 
administration from Stony Brook 
University in May.

2013 Gina Perin    
of Pen Argyl graduated from 
Moravian College cum laude  
this past May. She says,  
“The billboards gave me so 
much exposure! Thank you  
for everything.”

2014 Angel Diaz  of  
Easton spent the summer 
as a paid intern in the office of 
Mayor Sal Panto in Easton. She 
is continuing her education at  
Muhlenberg College, pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in business 
administration with a concen-
tration in management. She 
will also be part of a pre-law 

program in preparation for law 
school. While at NCC, Diaz was 
elected the chairperson of the 
Student Senate in her second 
year, recognized as the Newman 
Civic Fellow of 2014 and was 
included in Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Universi-
ties and Colleges. She says, “I 
am very proud of all my success 
at Northampton. Overall I have 
been captivated by the people 
who have left footprints in my 
heart. For this reason, I have 
ventured into the real world  
with confidence, compassion 
and the leadership I need to 
mark a new journey.”

Business 
Management
2007 Khari Siegfried  
of Easton recently competed in 
the Miss Pennsylvania United 
States Pageant and won the 
title. She is a graduate of 
Temple University’s Fox School 
of Business. She writes, “It is  
an amazing school (NCC) and  
I’d love to give back.”

Culinary Arts
1997 Jason Hook  of 
Fogelsville is the owner of h2o 
kitchen. He and his team of 
sous chefs will appear at your 
home and teach you how to 
cook things or come to your 
workplace for a cooking demo. 
Hook also provides catering for 
special occasions.

Education
2011 Janice Reigel  of 
Tamaqua received a bachelor of 
science degree in early childhood 

education with a minor in dance  

at Eastern University this  
past May.

Electronics  
Technology
1975 Paul Harvilla  
of Nazareth was honored by 
Bethlehem City Council on June 
17 for 37 years of service as a 
firefighter. He is now retired.

Engineering
2009 Gregory Lee   
of Newfoundland is a senior 
electrical engineering student 
at Wilkes University. He 
was named the Wilkes 2014 
Outstanding Adult Learner by the 
Luzerne County Council on Adult 
Higher Education on March 25. 

Funeral Service
2005 Justin Huie  is the 
owner and supervisor of the Grose 
Funeral Home, Inc. in Myerstown. 
He is currently completing a 
master’s degree at Albright 
College. Justin lives in Myerstown 
with his wife, Emily, and two 
children, Avery and Myla.

General Studies
1993 Rochelle Makela-
Goodman  of Annandale, 
N.J., is director of gift planning 
at Princeton University.

2010 Rachel Lerch   
of Fleetwood received a 
bachelor of science degree 
in psychology at Kutztown 
University in 2012. She will be 
attending Drexel University’s 
applied cognitive brain science 
Ph.D. program. She works as 
a recovery coach at Project 
Transition in Sinking Spring.

Interior Design
2009 Kristen Toro  of 
Stroudsburg graduated from 
the New York School of Interior 
Design. She is an interior 
designer at ddc K10 Interiors.

Massage Therapy
2001 Lisa Kistler   of 
Palmerton works at Carbon 
Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21 
in Schnecksville. She has two 
children, Isabella and Kori.

Office  
Administration-
Legal
1991 Lisa Conklin-
DeLong  is an office  
manager at NEPA Payroll 
Services in Bethlehem. She  
and her husband, David,  
live in Bethlehem.

Paralegal
2014 Natacha Clicteur   
of Phillipsburg, N.J., is a 
litigation paralegal at Florio, 
Perrucci, Steinhardt & Fader,  
LLC in Phillipsburg, N.J.

continued on page 41
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or Jack Boyer ’12, there’s no place like home. 
The Scotrun, Monroe County resident endured a 

difficult daily commute to New Jersey for more than 15 
years, only to find himself jobless more than once when 

the work he found was outsourced to Mexico. At the age 
of 56, it was time to make a change. 

“I decided to localize my life,” he said. “I took a look at 
the [nearby] Tobyhanna Army Depot and made it my goal to get 

over there.”
Boyer always had an interest in electronics but first pursued a 

degree in biology, graduating in 1981 from East Stroudsburg University. 
He admits it wasn’t the right degree — or subsequently the right career 
choice for him. His wife, Ann, even tried to convince him to make a switch 
years earlier, he said. When his credentials didn’t match the advancement 
track at a previous employer, his qualifications and the jobs he wanted to 
pursue, took him out of state. 

 When he lost his prior position four years ago, it was the perfect time 
to obtain formal training in electronics technology, so he took advantage 
of a wealth of resources offered to displaced New Jersey workers. Once 
he passed the qualification requirements, his package included tuition, 
unemployment compensation and the majority of his healthcare costs. 

JACK BOYER ’12
“It was an amazing program,” he said. “At 56, I wasn’t as fast or sharp 

as I was in my 20s, so it really took a load off and freed me up to study.”
He chose Northampton Community College’s electronics technology 

major in part for the program’s connection with Tobyhanna Army Depot, 
and, of course, the fact that it was close to home. “I love short commutes 
now,” he said.

His years of work had prepared him to be successful upon his return 
to the classroom. “I think being a nontraditional student had a lot of 
advantages,” he said. “I knew how to conduct myself and how to organize 
myself the second time around.” 

His high grade-point average, Army veteran status, career history 
and a strong interview helped land him an internship at Tobyhanna Army 

Depot, which was exactly where he wanted to be. Within nine months, 
he was hired to work in its Department of Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance. Boyer said it’s nice to finally find himself in a career he 
loves and in a job where he feels appreciated.

“A lot worked in my favor: God was shining his light on me,” he said. 
“I was mentored by some very nice guys who were willing to share their 
knowledge, and I was perfectly positioned by Northampton and the intern-
ship program.”

When Boyer is not working, he enjoys exercising the other half of his 
brain as a musician. He has been working paid gigs as a drummer since 
the age of 9 and has performed for several years with the Who Knows 
Band. That side job has kept him very busy, performing in the Poconos 
and beyond.

“We usually play every weekend, about 100 engagements a year,” he 
said, noting, “I sleep very well.” 

At least he no longer has to factor in that long commute. u 
by Sandy Stahl

“I think being a nontraditional 
student had a lot of advantages.   

I knew how to conduct myself 
and how to organize myself  

the second time around.”
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M E M O R I A M

Dr. Arnold Cook, trustee and Foundation 
Board member emeritus  

r. Arnold Cook, a longtime friend and supporter of Northamp-
ton Community College, passed away on June 7. Cook was 
one of the founding members of the NCC Foundation and of 

NCC’s dental hygiene program. 
“I am not sure anyone loved the College more than Arnie,” says NCC 

President Mark Erickson.” His smiling face, quick laugh and positive atti-
tude will be greatly missed. His longstanding commitment to our mission, 
to the communities we serve and to our students was widely known and 
greatly admired. With his passing, we lose part of the ‘heart and soul’ of 
the College.”

As one of the leading orthodontists in Bethlehem, Cook was con-
cerned about a shortage of trained dental hygienists in the area. In 1969, 
he and other dentists approached Northampton about starting a dental 
hygiene program. Because the College had only been founded two years 
earlier, it faced significant other expenses in erecting classroom buildings. 

Dr. William F. Boucher, a founding member 
and past chair of the board of trustees

r. William Boucher passed away on July 18. He served on 
the College’s board of trustees from the time the College 
opened in 1967 until 1990, including several terms as chair. 

He played an influential role in the development of Northamp-
ton’s academic program and facilities.

“He was a huge asset and help to us,” says Helene Whitaker, vice 
president for administration.

Born in Missouri, Boucher moved to Catasauqua with his family when 
he was 10. After graduating from Catasauqua High School, he earned a 
bachelor of science degree at Lehigh University with honors and an M.D. 
from the University of Rochester, where he completed an internship in 
pathology.

After marrying Agnes (Blamer), he returned to the Lehigh Valley to join 
the staff of the Haff Hospital in Northampton and then to go into private 
practice. A member, president and trustee of the Lehigh County Medical 
Society, he was also a member of the Pennsylvania Medical Society and 
the American Medical Association and was a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Family Physicians.

Despite the demands of his profession, he was active in his church 
and in the community as a leader of the Northampton Rotary Club, the 
Northampton Area Chamber of Commerce and the former Lehigh Council 
of the Boy Scouts. He was the team physician for the Northampton Area 
School District for 40 years. He was also an Army veteran.

He was an amazing man. “He was also a very nice man — one of the 
truly nicest,” Whitaker and others who worked with him at NCC recall.

Northampton lost two good friends over the summer

The dentists personally helped to raise the money for a dental laboratory 
so that a dental hygiene major could be added to the curriculum.

The Foundation born of this private/public partnership has become one 
of the oldest continuously functioning community college foundations in 
the country — a foundation credited with providing NCC students and 
faculty with resources and opportunities that far exceed those at many 
other community colleges.

Cook was one of few individuals to serve both on the College’s board 
of trustees and on the College’s Foundation Board. He continued to attend 
many events on campus up until the time of his death.

He was also present — and proud — in January of 2013 when 
Northampton joined St. Luke’s University Health Network in opening a new 
dental clinic on the south side of Bethlehem to provide low-cost dental care 
to area residents unable to afford private care.

Cook’s influence and impact on the NCC community — both on and 
off campus — will continue. He inspired hundreds of local women and 
men to pursue careers in dental health. He recruited countless friends and 
community leaders to serve Northampton Community College as donors 
and volunteers on the NCC Foundation Board and the NCC Alumni As-
sociation, which he helped to found, and he established scholarships and 
endowed funds — including the Northampton Community College Foun-
dation’s very first endowment — which will serve NCC students forever.

In 2000 Cook was named an honorary alumnus of Northampton. Al-
though his own undergraduate and graduate education included studies 
at seven universities, including Temple, the University of Pennsylvania and 
Loyola, he responded to becoming an NCC alumnus by saying, “I have 
finally arrived. This is the most wonderful school in the country.”

Arnie Cook was one of Northampton’s most wonderful friends.

Dr. Cook (center) touring the new dental clinic at the Fowler 
Family Southside Center in 2012 
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Northampton lost two good friends over the summer

Radio/TV
1995 Tracy Berger-
Carmen  of Bath is the author 
of Nazareth Speedway, released 
in November 2013.

Registered Nursing
1975 Dr. Dottie 
Mathers,  DNP, RN, CNE of 
Montoursville is an associate 
professor of nursing at the 
Pennsylvania College of 
Technology in Williamsport.  
She was presented the Veronica 
M. Muzic Master Teacher 
Award at Penn College’s 
commencement ceremony 

this past May. Students 
and colleagues nominated 
Mathers for her excellence 
in instructional performance. 
She received a doctor of 
nursing practice from Chatham 
University, a master’s degree 
in nursing from College 
Misericordia and a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from Eastern 
Washington University. She has 
taught medical-surgical nursing 
full time at Penn College since 
1994. Mathers says, “NCC gave 
me the foundation that underlies 
all I have accomplished.”

2005 Melissa Lear  of 
Marshalls Creek received a 
master’s degree at St. Xavier, 
Paris, France. She is president/
CEO of Beck N’Call Home Care 
Associates.

2005 Tammy 
(Rissmiller) Shine  of 
Hellertown is pursuing an MSN 
from Drexel University. She 
earned a BSN from Drexel. 
Tammy is the patient care 
manager of surgical services at 
St. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem.

2009 Susan Nastasee   
of Bethlehem graduated in 
May with a bachelor of science 
degree in nursing from Penn 
State University. She is a 
member of the Sigma Theta Tau 
International Nursing Honors 
Society. She is employed at 
St. Luke’s University Health 
Network as a surgical trauma 

 
ICU registered nurse. She would 
like to pursue a career as a 
trauma nurse practitioner and 
teach nursing. u

continued from page 38
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www.northampton.edu/alumniupdate.

 
Get Social with Us

Nicholas A. Aronis ’04 
passed away on June 2. He was a 
graduate of the automotive tech-
nology program. Prior to working 
as a mechanic/welder for Versalift 
East, he held positions at Chevy 21 
and FedEx.

Karen Beal ’98 passed 
away on March 12. She earned 
a specialized diploma in medical 
billing. Prior to becoming ill, she 
was employed as a supervisor of 
customer service for Newly-Wed 
Foods for 20 years. She was also 
a volunteer for Moore Township 
Families in Need. 

Melissa Lynn “Missy” 
Burnhauser ’91 died on July 
10. She earned degrees from NCC 
and from Centenary College and 
was a kindergarten and special 
education teacher at Belvidere 
Elementary School.

Travis Canuteson died 
on June 23. A computer science 
major at Northampton, he was a 
dean’s list student.

Gloria Cousins ’89 died on 
June 27. A veteran of the Korean 
War, she served as a missionary 
in Italy and, prior to that, was 
employed by Mack Printing and 
the Northampton County Board 
of Assistance. She worked most 
recently as an educator in the 
English Language Institute of the 
University of Delaware. She was 
a graduate of NCC and of East 
Stroudsburg University.

Christian Loch ’05 passed 
away on March 13. A business 
management major, he went on 
to earn a bachelor’s degree from 
Elizabethtown College. He was a 
supervisor of operational excel-
lence at Telerx. 

Theresa Jane McDer-
mott passed away on July 4. 
She taught mathematics at NCC 
from 2009 until this past spring.

Rose O’Brien ’92 passed 
away on May 11. She was an 
alumna who majored in com-
puter programming. She enjoyed 
sewing, reading, baking, cooking 
and cross-stitching. 

Gladys E. Pritchard ’73 
passed away on May 31. She grad-
uated with an associate degree in 
general education and she worked 
as an instructional aide at Shafer 
School for 20 years until retiring in 
1988. She was a lifetime resident 
of Northampton County. 

Jeffrey Smith ’84 died on 
June 30. After serving in the Army 
in Vietnam, he earned a degree in 
funeral service education at NCC 
and was employed as a licensed 
funeral director at the Schisler 
Funeral Home in Northampton.

Phillip Summers ’77 
died on July 26. A veteran of the 
Vietnam War, he earned a degree 
in computer science from NCC 
after retiring from the Air Force. He 
worked at Burns Computing Ser-
vices, Merchants Bank and EDS.

Mary Ann Vigilanti 
’81 passed away on May 13. A 
registered nursing major, she was 
a dialysis specialist at several 
dialysis centers. 

Richard “Dick” E. 
Wagner passed away on 
May 7. A retired supervisor for 
the Bethlehem Steel Corporation 
for 31 years, he was an adjunct 
professor at NCC for nine years 
and a visiting lecturer and adjunct 
professor at Lafayette College.

Charlotte G. Watters 
’71 passed away on March 13. 
A graduate of NCC’s licensed 
practical nursing program, she 
was a charge nurse at the former 
Allentown State Hospital for 
many years, before retiring in 
1980. She was also a self-taught 
musician who played cello, violin 
and trombone. u
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then & NOW 

When Pam Casciani 
decided to go to college, a career 
in radiography wasn’t on her radar. 
She wanted to be a nurse. Casciani 
set her sights on NCC’s nursing 
program but was turned away 
because the class was full. Then 
the admissions office suggested 
another option. 

“They were just beginning 
the radiography program, and it 

sounded very interesting,” says 
Casciani. “So I signed up, and I 
was accepted. We were the very 
first class.”

That was in 1976, and 
Casciani was officially enrolled 

in NCC’s new radiographic 
technologist program, which 
trains students for careers 
doing X-rays and other medical 
imaging. At the time, most 
radiographers learned in 
hospital-based programs. NCC 
was one of the first colleges in 
the area to combine hands-on 
training with class work for an 
associate degree. 

The radiographic technologist 
program was started by Gary 
S. Wogenrich, who also served 
as its first director. Wogenrich 
graduated from the University of 
Nevada and was a past president 

of the local district of the 
American Society of Radiologic 
Technologists. By all accounts, 
he was dedicated to seeing the 
program and his students succeed. 
But of the nearly 30 students who 
started out with Casciani, only nine 
made it through. 

“I don’t think they realized 
the amount of physics involved 
and the clinical that had to be 
done. We had to do 40 hours a 
week in a hospital during the 
summer,” says Casciani, who 
now specializes in mammography 
at Saint Luke’s North. “It was a 
two-and-a-half year program, and 
it was pretty intense.”

“A lot of us didn’t know what 
we were getting into,” says Terri 
Henshaw, also one of the first 
grads, who now does CAT scans 
at Easton Hospital. “But Gary 
was a very good teacher. And he 
was a great person.” 

As part of their course work, 
students took anatomy and 
physics, along with other general 
education classes on campus. 
In a make-shift lab, Wogenrich 

taught the students radiography 
skills, including patient 
positioning and how to measure 
body parts using calipers. 

“We had a skeleton and a 
couple things like that to work 
with, but it was a pretty bare-
bones program back then,” says 
Bill Springer, one of only two 
men in the first graduating class. 
“Gary was doing everything 
himself that first year. ” 

And at that time, “everything” 
included teaching students how to 
use a darkroom. 

“We had to hand-develop the 
X-ray film, so we had a darkroom,” 
says Michelle Klova, who was 
also a graduate of the first class. 
“You had to know formulas. You 
had to measure body parts and 
figure out how much was fat and 
how much was bone. And then if 
you plugged in the wrong formula, 
the X-ray came out too dark or too 
light, and you had to do it again.”

“But Gary was very patient,” 
says Casciani. “And if you needed 
extra help, he was there to give 
it to you.” 

“Radiographers aren’t born. 
They’re carefully developed.”
~ NCC Radiography Program Student Handbook 

Back in the day, radiography majors spent hours in the 
darkroom developing X-ray film. Today, they work with both  
film and digital images.
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Eventually the program moved 
to its permanent space on campus, 
in what is now Commonwealth 
Hall. As area hospitals began 
moving toward digital-imaging 
technology, the program did, too. 
The former darkroom is now an 
office for director Steven Iacono. 
Iacono graduated from the NCC 
program in 2005 and took over 
as director in 2012 after Zoland 
“Skip” Zile retired. 

A few feet from Iacono’s 
office, students learn to work 
on state-of-the-art equipment, 
including a Shimadzu digital X-ray 
unit. “As we saw the hospitals 
changing, we kept up. That’s 
always the goal, to replicate 
what students are seeing in the 
hospital,” says assistant professor 
and clinical coordinator Lucy Keim. 

But while the students no 
longer learn to develop X-ray 
film by hand, they do have to 
understand how those earlier 
technologies work, says Iacono. 
“There are places that still use 
film.” Students also learn CR, 
or computed radiography, an 
intermediary technology that uses 
an imaging plate instead of film. 

Iacono says admission to the 
program is very competitive. Only 
28 of the 70 students who applied 
last spring could be admitted.

 “In order to get in, most of 
the students applying have taken 
all or most of their general core 
courses. Most of our students 
are nontraditional,” Iacono says, 
meaning they’re typically a few 
years older than the average 
college freshman. “We even have 
some in their 40s,” he adds. 

Radiography majors 
automatically become members 
of the student organization 
called CHARTS (College and 
Hospital Association of Radiologic 
Technology Students), a club 
Wogenrich started. 

“That group has had a 
focus on doing community 
service. It speaks to the sense 
of volunteerism and civic 

engagement that the College 
likes to instill in students,” says 
Carolyn Bortz, dean of allied 
health and sciences. 

The current program is 21 
months long and still includes 
hospital-based clinical training. 
“Students go right into the clinical 
setting in that first semester,” 
says Bortz. “The clinical oversight 
of the students is done by 
instructors who are employees of 
the hospital. That speaks volumes 
to the commitment from the 
community to this program.”

Graduates are ready to 
sit for the American Registry 
of Radiologic Technologists 
(ARRT) certification exam. Many 
hospitals now require new hires 
to be certified, Iacono says. Once 
they’re employed, technologists 
can expect to earn anywhere 
from $19 to $25 an hour to 
start, according to Iacono. With 
additional training, they can 
become specialized in fields such 
as MRI or mammography.

Wogenrich died in 1994 
at the age of 47. At the time 
of his death, he was still the 
program director and the dean 
of allied health and sciences. In 
1995, the College honored him 
by designating four rooms in 
Commonwealth Hall The Gary 
Wogenrich Laboratory. A portrait 
of Wogenrich hangs in the lab 
space. Outside the building, a 
tree was planted in his honor. 
His legacy also lives on in the 
students whose careers he 
helped shape. 

“I really enjoy doing what I am 
doing. I’m very happy, especially 
with the new digital technology,” 
says Casciani. “I didn’t know much 
about radiography when I started 
the program. I have a lot of good 
memories of that time. But I can’t 
say that I miss the darkroom.“ u

About the author: Annette 
Heist is a graduate of NCC’s 
nursing program.

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE HONOR 
OUR AWARD RECIPIENTS AND  
CELEBRATE THEIR 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

Distinguished Honorees
President’s Award: Russel Pacala ’77

Professional Achievement Award: Lisa Gotto ’88

Distinguished Service to the Community: Donna Acerra ’76

Distinguished Service to NCC: Anna Stofko ’78

Outstanding Young Alumnus: Phil Joly ’06

Educator’s Award: Christine Armstrong

Honorary Alumna: Diane Martin

 
Alumni Awards Reception
Wednesday, October 22
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
$20 per person. Tickets can be reserved  
at www.northampton.edu/specialevents  
or by calling 610-861-5088.

ALUMNI AWARDS
RECIPIENTS!

Congratulations



Unlike other  
sporting events, NASCAR races 
traditionally don’t have half-time 
shows because … there’s no half-
time. But that didn’t stop Pocono 
Raceway from giving it a shot  
last June. 

It had never been done 
before in the industry, so it was 
a risk. But the out-of-the-box 
idea, which came to raceway 
executives during a car ride back 
to the office after a meeting with 
Northampton’s Monroe business 
students, quickly got traction — 
and a major sponsor. 

Between laps 60 and 120 of its 
first race of the season, the family-
owned Long Pond company hosted 
a successful party, complete with 
games, big-screen televisions, live 
music, food and beverages. Fans 
were lined up by lap 55, waiting 
to get in. In the crowd were large 
numbers of younger attendees — 
a demographic the raceway was 
making a push to target. 

“We were hearing that 
with the younger generation’s 
shortening attention span, they 
want more to do: more added 

value, more entertainment. We 
were driving home from this 
meeting, digesting all this stuff, 
and hatched so many ideas,” said 
Ricky Durst, senior director of 
marketing and tickets.

Durst, and raceway CMO Ben 
May were connected to the newly 
formed Monroe Student Business 
Club last year, with a goal to 
learn how the raceway is viewed 
by younger area residents and 
also how to better entice them to 
attend an event. The club, advised 
by Associate Professor Karen Britt, 
researched and prepared a report 
over two semesters and presented 
it to Durst and May this spring. 

“The students worked really 
hard, and I was so proud of them,” 
said Britt. “I facilitated the project 
and said, ‘Guys, you’ve got to 
bring it. If you want to get some 
credence for the new club, this is 
the place you need to shine.’”

Club President Nikki Flagler 
explained that her group surveyed 
several hundred Monroe students, 
analyzed Pocono Raceway 
marketing and social media and 
brainstormed ways to improve 

the raceway experience for the 
younger generation. She said it 
was a great way to put the skills 
the students were learning in their 
classes to practice. 

“My classes gave me the 
steps to go about it. We surveyed 
students, researched the target 
market, used marketing skills 
— everything we learned in 
business classes,” the business 
administration student explained. 
“Then we had to go and put all 
the data together and make a 
presentation.”

That, Durst said, is where the 
students shined. 

“They embraced a project 
and stepped up in a way that we 
can take action on their results. 
They kept our attention, and 
everything was so organized and 
well thought out,” he said. “We 
received such valuable feedback 

… they should be proud.”
Based on the results, Durst 

said he expects the raceway 
to continue to work with 
Northampton students. The 
partnership, he says, is a great 
benefit to all involved.

“I think we’d be foolish 
not to,” he said. “It’s a great 
opportunity to work with an 
organization like Northampton  
and have direct access to kids 
who are motivated and paying 
attention to the marketplace and 
can offer valuable feedback. I 
don’t know what more we could 
ask for.”

To Flagler, seeing the half-time 
show come to fruition was a sign 
that all of the hard work was 
worth it. 

“I was ecstatic,” she said.  
“It was amazing.” u

by Sandy Stahl

PARTNERSHIPS
community

NCC business majors 
serve as marketing pit 
crew for Pocono Raceway

At the Monroe campus, Christina Rodis-Durst and Rick Durst 
talk with students Erica Silvi and Cheyenne Nixon at a May 2014 
networking event.
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 dime might not buy much anymore. But to Sal 
Lapadula ’06 and his family, the small coin 
holds transcendent value. 

Lapadula and other family members began 
finding dimes in the most unexpected of places 

after his wife, Jackie, died of breast cancer in 2001. The finds became a 
reminder to Sal and his children that someone is always watching, so they 
should be sure to always do their best. They have found hundreds of the 
coins over the years. 

Lapadula says he tries to make a difference in the lives of others and 
to be a role model for his son, Dominic, and daughter, Holly, who were just 
9 and 7 when their mother died. 

“I really wanted to make sure to show them that you can do anything 
you put your mind to, as long as you try and give your best effort, “ he said.

Now, as a special education teacher in the East Stroudsburg Area 
School District for the past six years, he has the opportunity to change 
lives every day. 

“I feel I’m in the right place right now,” he said.
After his wife’s death, Lapadula decided his job with TruGreen Chem 

Lawn, which was over 50 miles away from his home, no longer worked if 
he wanted to be an active part of his growing children’s lives.

Teaching, he thought, was the perfect career, but to get there, he 
would need a college degree. He walked into NCC’s Monroe Campus and 
signed up for classes.

“I pulled more all-nighters as a 40-year-old than when I was in my 
20s,” he said with a laugh. “Often, I couldn’t start my homework until 9 at 
night because I was taking care of the kids. Before I knew it, it was time 
to wake them up.” 

As he pursued his degree, he was working fulltime as a sexton at East 
Stroudsburg United Methodist Church. All the while, he was making sure 
his kids stayed on the right path. And they did. His son is a recent graduate 
of Muhlenberg College and was valedictorian of his high school class. His 
daughter is on her own in Ohio, working as a floor manager at Walgreens. 
She plans to enroll in college shortly.

He says he had no family in the area when the children were young, 
just friends and the church — a network of caring people who maintained 
a positive presence and contributed to his children’s success. “I didn’t do 
it myself. I made sure I put good people in their lives,” he said. Lapadula 
has also added good people to his own life — in May he remarried and 
welcomed his wife, Sarah, and stepdaughter, Elizabeth, 14, to the family.

While at NCC, Lapadula was a member of the Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society and was selected as an ALL-PA Academic Team scholarship 
winner. The award defrayed the cost of attending any state school. So 
after graduation at NCC, he enrolled at East Stroudsburg University and 
received a degree, with honors, in 2008.

“My father was there, and my two kids were there,” he said of his 
graduation day. “My son gave me a hug and said he was very proud of me. 
The kids knew all of the hard work I did over the years. It’s amazing what 
they see when you don’t think they are looking.”

Undoubtedly, there was also a dime nearby that day.u 
by Sandy Stahl

SAL LAPADULA ’06

 “I feel I’m in the right place now.”
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 Dental Hygiene
Dental hygiene graduates from the Class of ’74 gathered at Hampton 
Winds in May to celebrate their 40th anniversary. (Left, front row, 
left to right): Tippi Williams, Cindy Staffieri Workman, Dr. Jan Gall 
Moldashel, Belinda Bylund, Liz Shoemaker, Hattie Williams and Kathy 
Wessner. (Back row, left to right): Judy Fragano Ronco, Jan Bonisese, 
Debbie Parsons, Kathy Valente, Nancy Fahey, Kim Alvarez and Faith 
Ann Ryan. (Right) Beautiful, bright smiles from the dental hygiene class 
of ’74 filled Hampton Winds as they celebrated with their classmates. 
(Left to right): Cindy Workman, Belinda Bylund, Hattie Williams and 
Debbie Parsons. 

A sampling of snapshots from recent NCC events
NCC Seen 

 Chillin4Charity
Brrrrr! Shortly before the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge went viral, NCC’s 
president, Dr. Mark Erickson (shown above), and Director of Athletics Troy 
Tucker were challenged to participate in “Chillin4Charity” to raise funds for 
the Kay Yow Foundation in its fight against women’s cancers. Yow was the 
head women’s basketball coach at North Carolina State University. As you 
can see, NCC athletes were happy to help out!

 IronPigs Baseball
Clockwise from top left: Nancy Hutt from the Alumni Office throws  
out the first pitch as IronPigs’ mascot Fe-Fe cheers her on; Anna  
Stofko ’77 and Danny Tulio are all smiles about their Cesar Hernandez 
bobblehead; Hampton Winds Chef Julian Burgess enjoys the game 
with his father-in-law, Kevin Lewis and his children, Silas and Singrid.
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Much to Celebrate 
On the weekend before NCC Monroe officially opened, the College 
hosted a dinner for the visionaries who helped to make the new campus 
possible. Shown here (clockwise from top left) are Paul and Judy Schuch-
man with Dr. Matt Connell, the campus dean (on the left); Karl and Ann 
Weiler; NCC President Emeritus Art Scott, President Mark Erickson and 
Trustee Chuck Hannig; Bruce and Trudi Denglinger; Silvia Hoffman of 
the design firm MKSD architects; student speaker Carla Garis; preferred 
footwear for campus tours; Keystone Hall illuminated for the grand finale 
by Assistant Professor of Art Jason Zulli and students; and the family of 
Evelyn Jones Kapp, for whom Kapp Hall is named.u





A BEGINNING
Closing thoughts by trustee and education advocate Chuck Hannig

It’s been a long, 
emotional journey to the new 
Monroe Campus, but a journey 
that has held my unflagging 
focus. I was first contacted by 
the former president of NCC, 
Dr. Robert Kopecek, in 1989. 
He explained that the College 
wanted to provide educational 
opportunities in Monroe County, 
and he asked if I would help 
provide leadership to make 
that happen. Bob’s request 
resonated with me. My wife 
and I met at a junior college, and 
we had an understanding of a 
two-year college as a rewarding 
experience.  

I chaired the NCC Monroe 
advisory board until 1992. A 

number of Monroe community 
leaders got involved. We decided 
the best place to locate a 
campus would be in the center 
of the county with access to the 
West End. That’s why Tanners-
ville was selected. The first 
Monroe Center was finished in 
1992, at which time the College 
asked me to join the board of 
trustees, representing Monroe 
County. I have also served on the 
Foundation Board and cochaired 
the capital campaign for the new 
campus.

When Dr. Kopecek retired, 
and when his successor, Dr. 
Arthur Scott retired, I pledged 
that a new Monroe Campus was 
“going to happen.” Financing 

was a challenge, but a combina-
tion of private and public support 
finally enabled us to move 
forward. Each of our recent 
presidents has played a vital 
role in the expansion of NCC’s 
presence in Monroe County. Dr. 
Kopecek had the vision, Dr. Scott 
carried it forward and helped to 
secure the funding, and Dr. Mark 
Erickson has executed the plan 
and brought it to fruition. I’ve 
enjoyed watching that dynamic 
of a college’s leadership and the 
trustees’ unwavering commit-
ment through all these years.

When the new campus was 
being planned, my wife and I 
wanted to retain what we had 
started at the last campus with 
the Hannig Family Children’s 
Center. We invested in other 
parts of the campus as well 
and again committed to provide 
scholarship funds for parents 
who could not continue their 
education without quality care 
for their children. Early childhood 
education students benefit from 
the opportunity to work with 
the children in the center, and 
they are an important part of 
the fabric of the program. My 
wife, Joan, a former teacher, 
counselor and child psychologist, 
volunteers a couple days a week 

to lend her support. The center 
fulfills multiple needs, and we’re 
thrilled to be part of it. 

For me, the new campus is a 
dream come true, after a 25-year 
journey. We have a facility that 
can now be shared with the 
community, and we even have 
room for growth. We truly want 
the community to feel welcome 
and to get involved, or we 
wouldn’t have “Community”  
in our name.

I can’t say enough about 
the design team; it’s been 
a marvelous voyage with 
them. They understand the 
“Northampton Way” and trans-
lated it into brick, mortar, glass 
and stone to support all that we 
want to accomplish. I’m excited 
to see the students enjoying it 
and being totally immersed in 
what it has to offer. This campus 
will have an amazing impact on 
their lives and generations of 
lives going forward.

As we look ahead to the next 
25 years, a lot of thought will go 
into what will keep the campus 
relevant and ensure accessible 
quality education for the future, 
as the campus continues to grow 
and is increasingly valued as one 
of the finest community assets 
in Monroe County. u

Before We Go   R E F L E C T I O N

PHOTO BY DAVID W. COULTER

   not an ending,

Joan and Chuck Hannig
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