
NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
2011 / 2012 ANNUAL REPORT

NORTORTORTORTORTHHHHHAMPTONAMPTONAMPTONAMPTONAMPTONAMPTONAMPTON C C C C COMMOMMOMMOMMOMMOMMOMMUUUNNNNNIIITTTTTY CY CY CY CY COOOOOLLLLLLLLLLLLLLEGEEGEEGEEGEEGE
2011 / 2012 ANNUAL REPORT



Dr. Arthur Scott
The 2011-12 academic year at Northampton was again filled with significant accomplish-
ments. Professor of Biology Dr. John Leiser was named the 2011 Pennsylvania Professor 
of the Year through the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. Mostafa  
Elkohil was one of 60 community college students nationwide to receive the Jack Kent 
Cooke Foundation Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship. Our women’s basketball team 
qualified for the national championship in Minnesota.
Doris Kearns Goodwin visited our campus in April as 
the first NEH lecturer. Two students were judged out-
standing presenters at the annual Beacon Conference.
And once again, we had the largest graduating class in 
our history. 

Our college continues to excel because of a commit-
ted faculty and staff who understand the importance of 
connecting with students in multiple ways, both in and 
out of the classroom, and because of a supportive com-
munity that appreciates the power of education. Our 
students constantly amaze us with their tenacity, their 
curiosity and their concern for social issues. Visit any of 
our campuses and you will see the excitement of learn-
ing that occurs each and every day. 

The 2011-12 year was also one of transition for me 
personally, as I retire from Northampton after a 36- 
year career. I leave with incredible memories, a sense 
of accomplishment and an appreciation of the extraordinary work that has been done 
by so many. My successor, Dr. Mark Erickson, is an outstanding educator who will serve 
Northampton and our community very well. I urge all our stakeholders to extend a warm 
welcome to him and to his wife, Lin.

Thank you to everyone who has been so supportive over the past three-plus decades; I am 
very fortunate to have been a part of an organization that is so student centered and that 
fulfills its mission every day.

Enjoy the annual report and please continue to find ways to support Northampton and 
the wonderful students we serve. 



MOVING FORWAR D
“NORTHAMPTON IS AN AMAZING COMMUNITY, A PLACE WITHOUT PRETENSE, 

GROUNDED IN THE VALUES OF THE COMMUNITIES IT SERVES AND 

COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE.” – Dr. Mark Erickson



“NORTHAMPTON IS AN AMAZING COMMUNITY, A PLACE WITHOUT PRETENSE, 

GROUNDED IN THE VALUES OF THE COMMUNITIES IT SERVES AND 

COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE.” – Dr. Mark Erickson

On Dec. 15, the Northampton Board of Trustees approved, by unanimous vote, 
Dr. Mark Erickson as the fourth president of the college. �e former head of 
Wittenberg University, Erickson succeeded Dr. Arthur Scott, who retired in June 
a�er a distinguished 36-year career at the college.

Chaired by Northampton Trustee Tom Doluisio, the presidential search was the 
result of an open process involving input from the college’s many stakeholders. 
In working through the hundreds of applications 
received from across the country, the trustees sought 
to ensure that Northampton’s strong, collaborative and 
supportive culture would be maintained. 

Erickson earned a doctorate in educational leadership 
at Lehigh University, where he won the Matthew W. 
Ga�ney Award for Academic Excellence, and served in 
several key positions, including dean of students, 1990-
99; associate vice president and executive assistant to the 
president, 1999-2001; and vice president for adminis-
trative and government a�airs, 2001-05.

In 2005, he was named president of Wittenberg Uni-
versity. In addition to upholding the university’s reputa-
tion for academic excellence, he led e�orts to develop 
new academic programs, expand international exchange 
opportunities and foster a mutually bene�cial relation-
ship between Wittenberg and the city of Spring�eld, 
Ohio, through community service initiatives and economic partnerships. �e 
university’s commitment to this type of collaboration was manifested in the cre-
ation of Wittenberg’s Center for Civic & Urban Engagement in 2008. 

Dr. Mark Erickson 
Named Fourth President of Northampton



THE GIFT OF PERSPECTIVE
“UPON THE SUBJECT OF EDUCATION, NOT PRESUMING TO DICTATE 

ANY PLAN OR SYSTEM RESPECTING IT, I CAN ONLY SAY THAT I VIEW IT 

AS THE MOST IMPORTANT SUBJECT WHICH WE AS A  

PEOPLE CAN BE ENGAGED IN.” – Abraham Lincoln 



Presenter Brings Lincoln to Life
In a top hat, watch chain and slender bow tie, a 
spare, tall and personable “Mr. Lincoln” opened 
Northampton Community College’s “Lincoln: The 
Constitution and the Civil War” exhibit on Nov. 3 
in Lipkin Theatre. Portraying our 16th president 
with humor, wit and a Midwestern twang, 
presenter James Hayney brought Lincoln to life 
for 200 children from Fountain Hill Elementary 
School, the NCC kindergarten class and, 
afterward, an adult audience.

NCC Hosts Traveling Exhibit
Panels of photographs, facsimiles and 
commentary portray Lincoln’s struggles with 
constitutional issues such as habeas corpus  
and secession. The college was one of only 200 
sites in the country chosen to host the traveling 
exhibit, organized by the National Constitution 
Center and the American Library Association. 

Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author 
Rivets Spartan Center Audience 
As the culmination of “The Meaning of Freedom” 
programming, more than 1,000 people filled the 
Spartan Center in April to hear Dr. Doris Kearns 
Goodwin’s interpretation of “The Meaning of 
Freedom.” Goodwin, a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author, wrote “Team of Rivals: The Political 
Genius of Abraham Lincoln.”

NCC Receives $800,000 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities Award
Last year marked the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War, an era of  
simmering tensions and extraordinary losses in our nation. As part of an $800,000 
award, the largest grant by the National Endowment for the Humanities in a 
highly selective competition, Northampton succeeded in securing the required 
$1,600,000 match from donors, funding a three-year exploration of the history 
and progress of our national ideals.

�is year’s theme, “�e Meaning of Freedom,” focused on the Civil War and 
Abraham Lincoln. NCC students and the community at large were privy to  
renowned speakers, exhibits, a �lm festival, children’s activities, culinary experi-
ences, special courses, a book series and more.

�is project received NEH’s “We the People” designation, placing it in an elite 
group of programs that strengthen teaching, study and understanding of Ameri-
can history, culture and democratic principles.

“UPON THE SUBJECT OF EDUCATION, NOT PRESUMING TO DICTATE 

ANY PLAN OR SYSTEM RESPECTING IT, I CAN ONLY SAY THAT I VIEW IT 

AS THE MOST IMPORTANT SUBJECT WHICH WE AS A  

PEOPLE CAN BE ENGAGED IN.” – Abraham Lincoln 
The generous grant provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities inspired a year of 
exceptional programming supported by our community partners, including the Bethlehem Area Public 
Library, Bethlehem Area School District, Eastern Monroe Public Library, Historic Bethlehem Partnership, 
Monroe County Historical Association and Stroudsburg Area School District.



HAR D WOR K AND FOCUS
“I WILL PREPARE AND SOME DAY MY CHANCE WILL COME.” – Abraham Lincoln



Northampton Shines at the 20th Annual 
Beacon Conference

Established in 1993, the Beacon Conference 
recognizes, celebrates and showcases the 
academic achievements of outstanding students 
at community colleges in the mid-Atlantic 
region. Students work with faculty mentors from 
their colleges to prepare and submit papers 
that demonstrate outstanding scholarship and 
originality. The top three papers in each category 
are selected for presentation by the students 
and judged at the conference, held this year at 
Westchester Community College in Valhalla, N.Y.
Northampton was well represented with six 
students selected to present in panels and another 
four to present at the event’s poster session. 

Stacy Beaty, mentored by Professors Gina 
Turner and Sharon Lee-Bond, was recognized as 
outstanding presenter for her paper, “The Effect 
of Education and Stress Reduction Programs 
on Feelings of Control and Positive Lifestyle 
Changes in Cancer Patients and Survivors,” in the 
Psychology panel.

Melissa Puskar, mentored by Professor Beth 

Wheeler, was judged outstanding presenter in the 
panel on Nutrition and Fitness for her paper, “The 
High Cost of Cheap Food.”

They Saw Their Future … From 
Halfway Around the World
By their own hand or through programs sponsored 
by the Community Colleges for International 
Development and the Near East and South Asia 
Undergraduate Exchange Program, nearly 100 
courageous and determined young men and 
women traveled across the globe to study at 
Northampton Community College this fall. Their 
diverse origins span from Africa and South Asia, 
to Scandinavia and South America. And while 
they’ve left everything they know and love behind, 
they clearly embrace the opportunity to move 
forward, so many miles from home.

First Jack Kent Cooke Undergraduate 
Transfer Scholar

Mostafa Elkohil was the first student in 
Northampton history to be named a Jack Kent 
Cooke Undergraduate Transfer Scholar, earning 
him up to $30,000 per year to complete his 
bachelor’s degree. Elkohil, an Egyptian, was one 
of only 60 students in the country to qualify for 
this honor and one of fewer than a dozen students 
from across the United States to receive a Hites 
Transfer Scholarship from the international honor 
society Phi Theta Kappa. 

The Buzz on Caffeinated Drinks

Assistant Professor of Chemistry William 
Magilton noticed the upswing in energy drinks 
touted by students everywhere, so he encouraged 
his independent research class to head to the lab 
to get the beat on the pulse-pumping formula that 
makes them tick. 

“I WILL PREPARE AND SOME DAY MY CHANCE WILL COME.” – Abraham Lincoln

New Agreements with Lehigh, Lafayette  
Help Students Transfer 

For decades, Northampton has anticipated the goals and aspirations of our students and made every e�ort to work collabora-
tively with other institutions to bolster their experiences and create greater opportunities. �is year, most notably, Northampton 
worked with Lehigh University and Lafayette College to create programs designed to encourage high-achieving Northampton 
graduates to continue their education at these prestigious institutions. From waiving application fees and creating special schol-
arships to sending admissions representatives to help plan student transfers, Lehigh and Lafayette’s unique programs strengthen 
our students’ ability to look forward – and excel.



Intercultural Exchange with Navajo 
College in Arizona
As part of a second intercultural exchange 
visit and a celebration of literature, Associate 
Professor of Speech Communication Donna 
Acerra and her students traveled to Diné College, 

a Navajo community college in Arizona. The 
students worked with their Arizona partners to 
create meaningful activities, including the delivery 
of 1,175 children’s books to K-2 students at St. 
Michael Indian School. Their counterparts also 
returned to Northampton as part of the program.

In preparation for their fall visit to Diné College, 
Acerra and her students organized a book drive.

Student Ambassadors Named
Eighteen students who began their studies at 
Northampton last fall were chosen to participate 
in the college’s Presidential Ambassador 
Program. All have been awarded full-tuition 
scholarships on the basis of their academic 

achievements in high school and participation 
in extracurricular activities. The Presidential 
Ambassador Program was established by the 
Northampton Community College Foundation to 
reward academic excellence and to encourage 
service to college and community. 



Learning to Lead
Thirty-six students on NCC’s Main and Monroe 
campuses discovered qualities that distinguish 
them as pacesetters through the college’s 
Student Leadership Program. The initiative took 
hold when local businesses asked for graduates 
who were not only content trained, but also 
able to bring creativity and critical judgment to 
the table. Since workplace projects are typically 
team driven, employers also sought employees 
who could work cooperatively.

 The Main Campus Student Senate spent fall 
break at a leadership skills retreat that featured a 
series of tough challenges, including a team-
building ropes course.

All-Pennsylvania Academic Team
Four Northampton graduates were honored in 
Harrisburg as members of the All-Pennsylvania 

Academic Team. Jose Ortiz, Mostafa Elkohil, 
LaToya Brown and Angela Ucciferri were 
selected for their academic excellence and 
leadership among community college students 
across the state. The program is co-sponsored  
by USA Today and Phi Theta Kappa.

NCC Holds First-Ever Public  
Official-in-Residence Day

The college held its first Public Official-in-Residence 
Day in April, a take-off on the Executive-in-
Residence program that allows students to spend 
time with leaders of some of the area’s most 
successful businesses. As part of the event, Mario 
Scavello, state representative (R) from Monroe 
County, held a question-and-answer session 
attended by students, faculty and staff.

Students Lobby for Legislative Support 
Each spring, community college students from 
across Pennsylvania travel to Harrisburg to 
remind state legislators how important their 
support is to thousands of students who might 
not be able to afford a college education if it 
weren’t for community colleges. In April, 22 
Northampton Community College students from 
political science classes, Student Senate and the 
Model U.N. Club joined that effort.

Between visits to legislators, the NCC 
delegation surveyed the Harrisburg scene from a 
balcony on the second floor of the state Capitol 
building, a magnificent edifice now designated as 
a National Historic Landmark.

Expanding Horizons
Each year, families, faculty, staff and friends gather 
at the Awards Convocation in April to celebrate 
the many outstanding academic achievements of 
Northampton students. This year, LaToya Brown, a 
nursing major and vice president for leadership for 
the Monroe Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, received 
the top award, the Trustee Leadership Award. Brown 
is also a winner of a Coca-Cola Gold Scholarship, a 
distinction that landed her in USA Today.



EXPER IENCE BR ILLI ANCE
“DETERMINE THAT THE THING CAN AND SHALL BE DONE, AND 

THEN WE SHALL FIND THE WAY.” – Abraham Lincoln



“DETERMINE THAT THE THING CAN AND SHALL BE DONE, AND 

THEN WE SHALL FIND THE WAY.” – Abraham Lincoln

For the second time in three years, a 
Northampton Community College faculty 
member was named the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching Pennsylvania 
Professor of the Year. The recipient, Dr. John K. 
Leiser, associate professor of biology, graduated 
from East Stroudsburg University summa cum 
laude with a bachelor’s degree in environmental 
studies, with concentrations in chemistry and 
German. He went on to earn a Ph.D. in biology 
from Lehigh University. 

Leiser began teaching at Northampton as an 
adjunct professor on the Main Campus and later 
tenured as an assistant professor at the Monroe 
Campus. In 2010, he received the Northampton 
Community College Christensen Award for 
Excellence in Teaching and the U.S. Secretary of 

the Interior Partners in Conservation Award.
Highly prestigious and sponsored by the 

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching and the Council for Advancement 
and Support of Education, the U.S. Professors 
of the Year awards program salutes the most 
outstanding undergraduate instructors in the 
country – those who excel in teaching and 
positively influence the lives and careers 
of students. Nominees come from private 
and public two- and four-year colleges and 
universities in all 50 states. They are judged  
on “impact on and involvement with 
undergraduate students; scholarly approach 
to teaching and learning; contribution to 
undergraduate education in the institution, 
community and profession; and support from 

colleagues and former undergraduate students.” 
Leiser is an enthusiastic devotee of the study 

of wildlife biology, behavioral ecology and fish 
biology. He’s engaged countless students at 
the Monroe Campus in research and service 
learning projects surrounding watersheds, 
bird populations, invasive plant species and 
community-supported agriculture. Leiser is 
hailed for his ability to create rich teaching 
and learning opportunities for students both in 
and outside of the classroom and, ultimately, 
provides an entire learning experience.

His selection was announced on Nov. 17 
in Washington, D.C. The earlier Northampton 
recipient of the Pennsylvania Professor of the 
Year Award 2009 is Dr. Vasiliki Anastasakos, an 
associate professor of political science. 

Northampton’s Dr. John K. Leiser Named 
Pa. Professor of the Year



Northampton Faculty Member  
Named National 
Scholar 
Eileen M. Finelli, 
assistant professor of 
English at Northampton 
Community College, 

was selected from a national applicant pool to be 
a National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 
Summer Scholar. The program supports summer 
study opportunities that allow faculty to work in 
collaboration with experts in humanities disciplines. 

Dr. Werner  
Kubsch Award
Dr. Manuel A. 
Gonzalez, director of 
international programs 
at Northampton, 
was designated this 
year’s recipient of the 
Dr. Werner Kubsch 

Award by Community Colleges for International 
Development, Inc. The honor is presented to a 
community college educator who demonstrates 
outstanding achievement in international 
education related to community colleges and to 
the betterment of international relations. Gonzalez 
successfully expanded international exchange and 
study opportunities for students and faculty from 
Northampton and from colleges in Russia, Turkey, 
Denmark and France. He also has spearheaded 
programs to provide technical training for students 
from Africa, South America, Asia and Eurasia. 
As part of this program, the college has hosted 
students from Turkey, Indonesia, Egypt, Brazil, 
South Africa and other countries. Gonzalez has 
assisted educators at the Kharkiv University 
of Radio Electronics, in Ukraine, helping them 
modernize their curricula and more effectively 
teach courses in nanotechnology, microelectronics 
and optoelectronics. 

Other exceptional individuals recognized at Northampton’s Success Alumni Awards Mixer:

Distinguished 
Service to the 
Community Award: 
Owner and chef 
of The Daily Grind, 
Jennifer Lynn 
George

Distinguished 
Service to NCC 
Award: A former 
Bethlehem Steel 
manager and 
Northampton 
Foundation board 
member, Timothy 
Lewis

Professional 
Achievement 
Award: Artist/
photographer, 
Alyssha E. Csük

President’s Award: 
Director of the 
animated version of 
Jumanji and daytime 
Emmy nominee, 
Andrew C. Thom

Educator’s Award: 
Professor emeritus, 
Pamela Tabery

An Outstanding Alumnus Whose Research  
May Someday Save Your Life 
Every year, Northampton graduate Matt Finley gives reason to take notice of his 
achievements: a degree in biotechnology from �omas Je�erson University, a 
doctorate in molecular biology and genetics from Temple University School of 
Medicine, doctoral research �ndings that earned him Temple University’s Flor-

ence G. Freedman Award for Excellence in Cancer Research and, 
most recently, a post-doctoral research fellowship in the pediatric 
cardiology department at the Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia Research Institute. With one major publication already 
under his belt, and two more on the way, Finley’s research and  

e�orts to create new biomaterials that are more compat-
ible with the human body could lead to improved 

outcomes for patients undergoing heart surgery and 
stent procedures. And quite possibly, save lives.

In recognition of these, and countless 
other achievements, the college named 

Finley as this year’s outstanding young 
alumnus.

Awards & Achievements



Community Garden Continues to Grow
The NCC Community Garden, initiated in 
2010, grew to new heights this year. An organic 
approach to service learning and community 
outreach, the project started as a labor of love 
for the more than 50 Northampton students, 
faculty and staff who cultivated the garden’s 
mission, layout, timeline, system of governance 
and funding plan. Well into its second phase, 
students and faculty continue to bring fresh ideas 
to fruition, as outdoor classes incorporating the 
land continue to spring up and more families from 
surrounding neighborhoods are invited to garden 
organically on the additional tracts being made 
available. From the Irish Literature class that 
uses it to study space and ownership to the rain 
gauges in the Children’s Garden that enhance 
lessons in math and language arts, its intended 
purpose has clearly taken root.

This year, more plots were developed. A 
butterfly garden, a storage shed, a composting 
site and rain barrels were added to the mix. And a 
grant from the National Wildlife Federation made 
it possible to install a bioswale to filter parking lot 
run-off from irrigation.

Northampton’s Good Growers Club camped out 
to bond and socialize before beginning their 
substantial work in the Community Garden the 
following morning.

Awards & Achievements



TASTING LIFE
“LEAVE NOTHING FOR TOMORROW WHICH CAN BE DONE TODAY.” – Abraham Lincoln
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 Ancient Folk Art Brought to Life
Practiced on the floors of Hindu temples and 
South Indian doorsteps, the ancient folk art of 
Kolam was brought to life at Northampton by 
Associate Professor of Fine Arts Bruce Wall and 
Assistant Professor of Communication Design 
Josh Miller through a well-attended lecture, 
workshops, new technology and an expansive 
exhibit titled “Indian Kolam Traditional Designs 
and New Media.”

 Celebrating International Traditions
Members of Monroe’s D’Versapalooza Club present 
food, flags, clothing and customs from around the 
world at their fifth annual celebration in March. 
This year’s theme centered around Turkey and the 
Middle East and included inspired performances 
from belly dancers and food ranging from Peruvian 
quinoa to the spicy dishes of Puerto Rico and the 
noodles of Korea. 

 The recipient of many awards, including the 
American Association of Hispanics in Higher 
Education Outstanding Latina in the Literary Arts 
and Publications Award, poet and columnist 
Bessy Reyna read from her collection of poetry, 
“Memorias de la amante infiel/memoirs of the 
unfaithful lover,“ in English and Spanish at  
Northampton’s Monroe and Main campuses.



Tribute to Fallen Officer 

NCC provided the site for the funeral of Robert 
Allen Lasso, a Freemansburg police officer killed 
in the line of duty. The physical plant staff worked 
through the weekend to prepare the Spartan 
Center for his family and friends, police officers, 
firefighters and dispatchers from Pennsylvania and 
surrounding states, and others who came to show 
their respect for the young husband and father 
who lost his life doing his job. 

Remembering 9/11

Early September brought somber days as 
students, faculty and staff at NCC remembered 
lives lost and changed by the terrorist attacks on 
the United States 10 years earlier. The keynote 
speaker at programs on both the Main and 
Monroe campuses was Associate Professor of 
Criminal Justice Vertel Martin. As a lieutenant in 

the New York City police department, Martin was 
the highest-ranking officer in the NYPD’s Office 
of Internal Investigation in Queens when the call 
came for rapid mobilization. Martin participated 
in search-and-rescue operations at Ground Zero 
and later served as commanding officer of the 
NYPD’s World Trade Center Missing Persons Task 
Force. She has devoted herself to teaching since 
retiring from the police force. Last May, she was 
presented with NCC’s Christensen Award for 
Excellence in Teaching.

Students Go Green at Earth Day Festival 

Earth Day, sponsored by the Sustainability 
Committee, was all sunshine and blue skies, the 
perfect backdrop to the theme of “Living Green.” 
The event included tips to green up, a seed sale 
and a turbine display from the Good Growers Club.

Monroe Has Talent

Monroe students touted their special gifts at the 
campus’ second annual competition. Pictured is 
first-place winner D’neah Allen.

Rain Doesn’t Dampen Monroe Spirits

A soggy opening day to the semester didn’t 
dampen students’ spirits at the Monroe Campus 
Welcome Party in September.

Study Skills Marathon
More than 80 students took time to sharpen 
their academic saws at a study skills marathon  
featuring mini-workshops and stations for math, 
writing, time management, test-taking tips, career 
services and library services. Presenters included 
groups from counseling, career services, the 
library and the Monroe learning center.



Cinco De Mayo
Students celebrated the Mexican holiday at the 
Monroe Campus in May.

Students Celebrate Successes
International students introduced a flag parade 
at the seventh annual Student Celebration in 
April, where a dozen students were honored 
for their achievements in intercollegiate sports 
and campus organizations. The celebration 
included singing, dancing and a lively hula-hoop 
performance by the NCC Hoopsters. Students 
also paid tribute to several staff members at 
the event, including retiring staff members 
President Scott, Susan Kubik, vice president of 
institutional advancement, and Zoland “Skip” 
Zile, director of radiography.

The new and improved Sam Spartan, post EMM 
… Emergency Mascot Makeover.



Master Printmaker Dan Welden, inventor of the 
solarplate printing process, spoke to a group of 
students in Northampton Community College’s 
(NCC) Kiva on Sept. 6. 

Staff Cooks Up Opportunities to Use Emergent Curriculum
Culinary students, under the direction of Chef Scott Kalamar, invited children from the college’s infant 
toddler class to tour the Hampton Winds restaurant kitchen and feast on snacks to celebrate the Chinese 
New Year. The topic was introduced by their teachers who use emergent curriculum in the classroom – 
teaching based on children’s expressed interests.

Play Parallels Quest for Holy Grail and the Civil War
Inspired and supported by the NEH grant that helped fund the yearlong exploration of the Civil War, 
the NCC Theater Department stayed true to theme when selecting “The Fisher King” as one of its 
productions this year. The play portrays American history through one family and generations of 
experiences. It also draws a haunting parallel between the quest for the Holy Grail and the Civil War. 

More than 50 3-D Design students created paper 
mache heads and supporting statements to 
convey their take on world problems.



Grant Secures Safety System
Thanks to a $300,000 federal grant secured by 
former Congressman Paul Kanjorski, Northampton 
rolled out a state-of-the-art security system over 
three campuses. In every classroom and numerous 
hallways and open spaces, bright yellow boxes 
with small display panels were installed. In the 
case of a campus emergency, those monitors can 
deliver vital information in a matter of seconds 
through a text message, flashing lights and/or 
sirens. Messages can be sent to an entire campus 
or just to a single classroom. They also can be 
delivered to all the computers on the college 
network and to digital signs in public areas.

Answering the Call of Duty

Sometimes, answering the call of duty means being deployed to Afghanistan; sometimes, it means 
helping those at home. After hearing about flooding and subsequent damage to the home owned by 
a couple currently serving in Afghanistan, the Monroe Band of Brothers Club mobilized a squad of 21 
students and solicited cleaning supplies and tools from local businesses to help clean up the damage. 
The Northampton club includes male and female students, faculty and staff who have served or who 
are currently serving in the armed forces of the United States. Above, club members fold and present 
a damaged flag to one of the homeowner’s mothers. They also presented the couple with a new flag.

NCC EMT Students Stage Mass Casualty Exercise
To prepare for their hands-on state test and potential real-life situations, NCC Emergency Medical 
Technicians participated in a mass casualty exercise on the college’s Main Campus in April. Students 
recruited family members and friends to serve as the wounded in a fast-paced disaster scenario, 
intentionally staged with limited tools. Ninety-seven percent of the students go on to participate in 
state finals.

Conference Captures 
Perspective on Peace
Acts of civil disobedience, social justice, the Occupy 
Movement and other highly sensitive topics were 
explored at the second annual Peace Conference, 
hosted by the college in March. Titled “Justice or 
Just Us? Activism in the Age of Inequality,” day 
one of the conference featured Alan Jennings, 
executive director of Community Action Committee 
of the Lehigh Valley. His keynote address, “Patience 
and Good Manners Won’t Win the Fight,” was 
followed by a Q & A session and a workshop on 
the Abolitionist Movement. Day two included 
presentations on post-Katrina New Orleans, a 
screening of the documentary “Thread,” non-
violent democratic movements and other relevant 
discussions between panels, students, faculty,  
staff and the community. 
 



SW EAT & DETER MINATION
“I AM NOT BOUND TO WIN, BUT I AM BOUND TO BE TRUE. 

I AM NOT BOUND TO SUCCEED, BUT I AM BOUND TO LIVE 

UP TO WHAT LIGHT I HAVE.” – Abraham Lincoln
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I AM NOT BOUND TO SUCCEED, BUT I AM BOUND TO LIVE 

UP TO WHAT LIGHT I HAVE.” – Abraham Lincoln

Spartan Center Renamed to Honor 
NCC’s Third President 

Hailed as a leader who recognizes the importance 
of a team effort, plays hard and never loses 
sight of the goal to create a level playing field 
for students, retiring President Dr. Art Scott was 
surprised by the Northampton Board of Trustees at 
his farewell event in June when board members 
announced the renaming of the Spartan Center to 
The Arthur L. Scott Spartan Center.

Lady Spartans Qualify for 
National Tournament 

In only their third season of competition in the 
National Junior Collegiate Athletic Association’s 
(NJCAA) Big Dance, the Lady Spartans became 

the first Pennsylvania team from Region XIX ever 
to qualify for the national tournament. Halie 
Cintron finished the season as the top rebounder 
in NCC’s history and the first NCC basketball 
player named an NJCAA All-American. Coach 
Art Wolfe recorded his 400th career victory 
when the team won the regional championship 
and was later named NJCAA District XIX Coach  
of the Year.

Northampton’s First Two-Time 
All-Americans 

For the second year, Northampton sophomore 
Morgan Neel was named to the 2012 NJCAA 
Division II All-American softball team. She was 
followed by Mike Tenaglia, who also earned 
a second appointment to the 2012 NJCAA 
Division III Baseball All-American team, making 
the pair the college’s first and second two-time 
NJCAA All-Americans. Women’s basketball 
player Halie Cintron claimed her first All-
American ranking after leading the Spartans to 
their inaugural Region XIX championship. 

Four Student-Athletes Earn Academic 
All-American Honors
Four Northampton student-athletes have been 
named Academic All-Americans by the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Collegiate Conference (EPCC) 
Board of Directors: golfers Chris Szilagyi,  
Steve Kluemper and Cole Haydt and tennis 
player Dan Fowler.

Fourth Run to the Final Four
The Spartan softball team knocked out a 
24-13 season, including a 16-4 mark in Region 
XIX and the program’s fourth consecutive Final  
Four appearance.

Spartan Volleyball Earns 
National Ranking
In their second season competing in the 
NJCAA, the Spartans became the only school  
in Region XIX (Division II or III) to be listed in 
the national rankings. 

Spartan Tennis Wins Title
The Northampton tennis team won the 
Pennsylvania Collegiate Athletic Association 
(PCAA) championship, winning every event, to 
earn its third consecutive title.



BUILDING DREAMS AND A BRIGHT FUTURE 
“GIVE ME SIX HOURS TO CHOP DOWN A TREE AND I WILL SPEND 

THE FIRST FOUR SHARPENING THE AXE.” – Abraham Lincoln 



Monroe Campus: “Right Time, Right Place” 
Fundraising Campaign Hits Goal
It was a 2,064-day journey from the time the college closed on the land until the �rst shovel hit dirt in October. But the 
formidable group of legislators, community leaders, Northampton board members, sta� and students who committed to 
building a new, full-service Monroe Campus not only persevered, but by June 2012, they celebrated a sizable goal.
At a wrap-up celebration for the campaign held on June 19 at the Stroudsmoor Inn in Stroudsburg, Pa., former Northampton 
President Dr. Art Scott announced that the college’s “Building Dreams and a Bright Future, Our Monroe Campus: Right 
Time, Right Place” capital campaign raised the $5,051,586.51 in private funding necessary to supplement public funding 
to complete the project.

Located o� Route 715, in Pocono Township, the campus will include science and computer labs, meeting rooms, a library, 
child care center, food court and athletic �elds. It will accommodate 5,000 students, while providing space for cultural 
events, community meetings and Horizons for Youth programs for youngsters in grades K-12. �e new facility will more 
than double the number of students who can attend Northampton Monroe. �e old campus on Old Mill Road will be used 
for corporate training and adult continuing education programs. 

Children from the Hannig Family Children’s 
Center share their vision of what the new 
campus will look like with Charles Hannig, a 
businessman who has championed the need 
for a full-service community college in Monroe 
County for more than 25 years. 

Sanofi Pasteur, represented by Len Lavenda 
and Ellyn Schindler (far left ) and Erik Rydstrom 
(second from right); the Weiler Family 
Foundation, represented by Karl Weiler (third 
from left); and Kevin and Pat Hughes (shown 
with son Brian at far right) were among the 
early and generous supporters of the campaign. 
The initiative was led by honorary chair 
Damian Braga, Sanofi Pasteur; Len Lavenda, 
Sanofi Pasteur; Steve Sheptak, Northampton 
Foundation board; and Chuck Hannig, longtime 
Monroe County volunteer. 

“GIVE ME SIX HOURS TO CHOP DOWN A TREE AND I WILL SPEND 

THE FIRST FOUR SHARPENING THE AXE.” – Abraham Lincoln 



DEVELOPING  PARTNERSHIPS
“BE SURE YOU PUT YOUR FEET IN THE RIGHT PLACE, 

THEN STAND FIRM.” – Abraham Lincoln



Fowler Family Southside Center Continues to Grow
More than 22,000 people have found new purpose in the old Bethlehem Steel plant o�ces since Northampton purchased 
the building in 2005 and began transforming it into an educational and community center. �is year, all seven �oors were 
fully occupied with programs as diverse as the community we serve. 

But the achievement of capacity may not signal the end of growth at the Fowler Family Southside Center. In June, 
Northampton’s Board of Trustees gave Paul Pierpoint, VP of community education, the green light to invest three months 
formulating plans for the possible expansion of this important hub.

DEVELOPING  PARTNERSHIPS
“BE SURE YOU PUT YOUR FEET IN THE RIGHT PLACE, 

THEN STAND FIRM.” – Abraham Lincoln

State-of-the-Art Forensic Center Goes Live
Spring marked the opening of the Northeast 
Forensic Training Center at the Fowler Family 
Southside Center. Located in the lower level, 
the new facility provides hands-on training in 
the collection and preservation of evidence that 
can make the difference between conviction 
and inappropriate acquittal in criminal cases. 
Classes range from fingerprint processing held 
in a specialized lab in the facility and shooting 
and bloodstain pattern documentation taught 
in a special “wet room” to electronic criminal 
investigation using computers.

A specially staged “apartment” is also 
available to teach crime scene initial response as 
well as crime scene photography and legal death 

investigation. The idea for the center, comprised 
of three rooms filled with furniture, originated 
from conversations between Northampton 
Vice President of Community Education Paul 
Pierpoint, Sgt. Andy Kehm of the Bethlehem 
Police Department and Tom Barnowski, director 
of corporate and public safety programs for NCC’s 
Center for Business & Industry. Kehm recognized 
that the region’s first responders would benefit 
from training in forensics by professionals in the 
field, and the college responded. 

Classes are open to police, firefighters, health 
care practitioners and others involved in crime and 
death scene investigations, including insurance 
and fraud investigators. 

CSI for Real
Police, fire department officials from five 
counties, coroners, district attorneys and a 
mayor were on hand for the official opening 
of the Northeast Forensic Training Center. 

Northampton County District Attorney John 
Morganelli announced his plan to donate $5,000 
toward scholarships or training.



NCC and St. Luke’s Foster Collaborative 
Learning to Bolster Patient Access
Intended to complement St. Luke’s Hospital 
and Health Network and the medical clinic 
in the Fowler Center, the group’s dental clinic 
will offer emergency dental treatments for all 
ages, orthodontics, endodontics, restorative 
and aesthetic dentistry, including prostheses, as 
well as specialty oral and maxillofacial surgery. 
In January 2013, Northampton’s dental hygiene 
clinic will move to the Fowler Center, where it 
will share space with the newly placed St. Luke’s 
operation. Together, the teams can better address 
the oral hygiene needs of the community and 
significantly improve access to preventive dental 
services for patients of all ages. The partnership 
also fosters collaborative learning between health 
care providers and will allow students to spend 
time on rotations observing dental residents as 
they perform oral surgeries, root canals and other, 
more extensive dental treatments.

Northampton’s clinic will have 20 dental chairs, 
an X-ray area and a lab classroom. It currently 
serves about 1,400 patients a year, while St. 
Luke’s serves more than 15,000, and is expected 
to expand. St. Luke’s and the college will share 
a waiting and front-desk area while maintaining 
separate treatment areas. 

Dental hygiene students work on patients in NCC’s 
Main Campus dental hygiene clinic, scheduled to 
move to the Fowler Center in January.

An opening reception was held for the opening of St. Luke’s SouthSide Medical Center and St. Luke’s 
KidsCare pediatric practice on the second floor of Northampton Community College’s Fowler Family 
Southside Center. 

St. Luke’s Opens SouthSide Medical 
Center & KidsCare Pediatric Practice 
Improving health care is largely about 
accessibility. And the new St. Luke’s SouthSide 
Medical Center and St. Luke’s KidsCare pediatric 
practice at the Fowler Family Southside Center  
do exactly that. 

In spacious new suites, doctors, nurses 
and physicians assistants from St. Luke’s will 
provide care for more than 50,000 patients a 
year, ranging from toddlers with earaches to 
adults who will be able to be seen by staff 
with expertise in cardiology, gastroenterology, 
orthopedics, neurology and other specialties.

Continuing to Thrive:  
The Fowler Family Southside Center

Students in Northampton’s nursing and medical 
assisting programs will rotate through the clinics 
– observing, assisting and learning from health 
care professionals with years of experience.



Fab Lab Brings Ideas to Life
Open to the community, this state-of-the-art 
workspace with high-end design and prototyping 
tools is designed to support open enrollment 
courses and workshops, business-consulting 
services and resources for entrepreneurs. This 
year, the lab increased both enrollment and the 
types of classes offered.

Table Game Training Continues to Grow
Northampton’s Center for Business & Industry, Hospitality and Tourism group continued to train a high 
volume of students at its Table Games facility, located on the Southside Campus. This year, the Casino 
Training program served 1,025 students, with nearly 800 participants enrolled in CBI table game training, 
a program that boasts an 89-percent placement rate. The group also provided ESL education for the 
casino industry, trained more than 70 students through a 40-hour PGCB Dealer Recertification training 
and launched a new casino surveillance program.

Emerging Technology Applications 
Center (ETAC) Moves to Southside
Designed to help companies enhance profitability 
by minimizing the risks involved in implementing 
new technology, the ETAC facility moved this year 
to the college’s Southside Campus. The group 
offers confidential assistance to businesses and 
manufacturers on applied alternative technologies 
that improve heating, drying, coating and 
curing processes and will help investigate new 
equipment, materials and processes before large 
investments or production changes are made.



Healthcare Education
The CBI Healthcare Department continued to 
respond to emerging and ongoing industry 
and community education needs through a 
wide variety of programming. In addition to 
servicing a 13-county, 1,800-facility child care 
community through its Early Childhood Health 
and Safety Programming, in collaboration with 
the Corporate and Public Safety Department, 
the group partnered to provide an onsite nurse 
and playground inspection overview; ongoing 
programming for the NE Regional Key for PA 

Keys to Quality; and additional programming 
for the long-running Lehigh Valley Hospital 
Technical Partner project. The American Heart 
Associations Northampton Training Center 
reached more than 4,500 residents with 
invaluable CPR and first aid education. The 
department also increased offerings for its RN/
LPN Refreshing program and was contracted 
through the Pennsylvania Department of 
Welfare to deliver continuing education 
and diabetes education for more than 3,000 
students across the state. 

Workforce Development
The Department of Labor, in consultation with 
the Department of Education, announced the 
Trade Adjustment Assistance Community 
College and Career Training (TAACCCT) 
initiative, a $20 million grant awarded to 
Northampton and 13 other community colleges. 
Under the grant, Northampton and partnering 
institutions work with area employers to build 
essential programs around industries such as 
advanced manufacturing, energy distribution, 
production and conservation, and health care 
information technology. To date, CBI retooled 
or created four new programs as part of 
this initiative, in areas including electrical 
construction, machinery repair and HVAC,  
while acquiring new equipment to 
appropriately prepare its participants.

Leadership Development Institute
From onsite customizable training to CBI’s series 
of professional and management development 
programs, the seasoned professionals at CBI 
Leadership Development continue to deliver 
dynamic, high-value and interactive education 
and coaching options that increase performance, 
productivity and motivation in the workplace. 
The group continues to be the most profitable 
business unit within the Center for Business & 
Industry, with strong enrollment reported in the 

Center for Business & Industry (CBI)
One source. Countless solutions. 
The Center for Business & Industry provides flexible, round-the-clock consulting and custom training solutions for a wide variety 
of industries and needs, including corporate and public safety, health care, hospitality and tourism, leadership, IT/computer, 
technology/trades and more. From technical assessments and hands-on competencies to diagnosing the communication and 
practice issues of a leadership team, CBI is one source – with countless solutions. This year, most notably:



department’s Workshop Certificate programs and 
heightened efforts noted in its Leadership and 
Executive Development initiatives. Among the 
group’s many highlights this year: CBI delivered 
ongoing supervisory and management training, 
coaching or leadership programs to Church 
& Dwight, Moravian Hall Square, Merck, the 
Weiler Corporation and others. CBI was also  
selected as a provider of choice for PennDOT, 
assisted Team Capital with its strategic plan and 
was contracted by an elite university to deliver 
open enrollment programming on a regular basis. 

Hospitality & Tourism

In addition to serving more than a thousand 
people in its casino training program, the 
CBI Hospitality & Tourism Department also 
continued its intensive efforts to collaborate 
with industry leaders to create and deliver 
dozens of skills training and career exploration 
programs, certificates and workshops to meet 
the ongoing and emergent workforce needs of 
restaurants, the entertainment industry, hotels 
and tourism venues.  

Corporate and Public Safety
In addition to taking a lead role in the new 
Forensics Center and its programming, 
CBI’s Corporate and Public Safety Education 
Department continued to evolve its wide variety 
of safety training opportunities, including the 
expansion of operations into industrial and 
institutional safety, construction management 
with code inspector programs and emergency 
response planning and preparedness. 
Requests for specialized education that serve 
organizations, governmental entities, corporate 
clients and the public safety sector continue to 
be met, and most courses offered are sanctioned 
by one or more federal or state agencies. An 
alliance with OSHA and other Lehigh Valley 
organizations affords access to safety and 
health training resources and outreach, including 
free training seminars and expositions aimed 
at providing peer networking and workplace 
safety. A new technology degree for emergency 
services is under way and will offer fire rescue 
technology, emergency medicine and security 
options. An emergency services administration 
degree is also available for those with a 
management interest. In addition to credit 
enrollment, the noncredit enrollment head 
count increased to 3,160 this year, while 
contracted safety training for industry continues 
to exceed previous numbers.

Community Programs
Despite the economic downturn affecting 
discretionary spending, the youth department 
delivered quality programming to more than 
5,845 participants in 631 classes, while 
the adult programs touted more than 6,400 
enrollments in 690 classes across three 
campuses. Monroe adult programming 
experienced a 20-percent growth this past 
year, much of which can be attributed to 
fitness classes. More than 1,700 youth 
students, kindergarten through ninth grade, 
attended Horizons for Youth camps on all 
three campuses, with classes ranging from 
skateboarding, modeling and leadership 
to extreme sports and scuba. The program 
obtained several grants from organizations 
including Crayola, the Southside Vision 2014 
and The Century Fund for Literacy, which 
were used as scholarships for students to a 
variety of programs scheduled at southside 
campuses. The group also continued its 
partnership with the Fountain Hill Elementary 
School to help families develop academically, 
emotionally, behaviorally and psychologically 
stable students. 



A Measure of Our Collective Success
The Class of 2011 faced a very difficult job market that negatively affected the 
length of their job search, resulting in a longer time to secure employment. Eighty-
four percent of the 1,565 members of the Class of 2011 responded to a graduate 
survey conducted by the Career and Work/Life Services Office at Northampton. 
Thirteen percent indicated they were job hunting. Forty-four percent reported 
being employed. Another 41 percent said they are pursuing further education. 

The 2011 graduates are working for a wide variety of local businesses and 
nonprofit organizations, including Lutron Electronics, Olympus America, Inc., 
B. Braun Medical, Inc., OraSure Technologies, ABEC, Active Data Exchange, 
Sodexo, East Penn Manufacturing, Cyoptics, Tobyhanna Army Depot, Sands 
Casino Resort Bethlehem, Bosch Rexroth Corp., Wegman’s Food Market, 
Colonial IU 20, PPL Electric Utilities, various hospitals and funeral homes.

Graduates in the following majors reported the highest median starting salaries: 
Dental Hygiene – $59,280.00; Registered Nursing – $52,291.20; Diagnostic 
Medical Sonography – $49,316.80; Electronics Technology – $41,163.20; 
Licensed Practical Nursing – $41,038.40; Computer Information Technology- 
Security – $39,998.40; and Radiography – $37,211.20.

Members of the Class of 2011 who chose to continue their education enrolled 
in 90 different educational institutions. The most popular were East Stroudsburg 
University, Kutztown University, DeSales University, Penn State University, 
Cedar Crest College and Temple University. Drexel, Moravian, Lafayette and 
Muhlenberg were also on the list.

The overall placement rate for members of the Class of 2011 was 85 percent, 
with 80 percent of respondents from career programs indicating that they are 
employed in fields of their choice. 
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A mosaic of ages, cultures and 
backgrounds, nearly 1,645  men and 
women completed 1,222 associate 
degrees, 50 certificates, and 373 
specialized diplomas at Northampton 
this past year. Each with a different 
dream, Northampton gave them an 
opportunity to look forward …  
and achieve.



EN VISION AND ACHIEVE
“DON’T WORRY WHEN YOU ARE NOT RECOGNIZED, BUT STRIVE 

TO BE WORTHY OF RECOGNITION.” –  Abraham Lincoln 
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“DON’T WORRY WHEN YOU ARE NOT RECOGNIZED, BUT STRIVE 

TO BE WORTHY OF RECOGNITION.” –  Abraham Lincoln



“DON’T WORRY WHEN YOU ARE NOT RECOGNIZED, BUT STRIVE 

TO BE WORTHY OF RECOGNITION.” –  Abraham Lincoln 
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