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froM the eDitORs 

EDitORs 
heidi BRIGHT BuTLeR 

paul JOLY 

CONtRibutiNg WRitERs
paul ACAMPORA
olga CONNeeN

NorthamptoN is studeNt-ceNtered. But it’s aN aNimal-crazy culture, too. 
Pets don’t have free rein in offices every day, but they’re in evidence on special occasions: 
for the pet picnic sponsored by the vet tech club each fall, on the day before winter 

james l. JOHNSON ’89
susan KOOMAR 
katherine NOLL 
myra SATuReN

holidays and sometimes even for modeling sessions. More about that later.
If you check out the photos in faculty and staff offices and the images on their 

screen savers, you’re likely to find as many pictures of family pets as you do of 
cynthia TINTORRI
mallory VOuGH 

children and grandchildren. 
It’s obvious from the photos and from the reminiscences starting on pages 25 that 

CONtRibutiNg EDitOR
sandy STAHL 

alumni treasure their pets just as much.
What explains this animal attraction? In a 

Class NOtEs COORDiNatOR 
nancy HuTT 

fascinating article that starts on page 11, writer Myra 
Saturen traces the bonds between humans and animals 
back 15,000 years. 

CalENDaR COORDiNatOR 
patricia CANAVAN 

It’s hard to predict which animals will be around 
for the next 15,000 years, but Dr. John Leiser and 
biology students from NCC’s Monroe Campus are 
involved in an international research project tracking 

aRt DiRECtOR 
traci ANFuSO-YOuNG 

PRODuCtiON COORDiNatOR 
marianne ATHeRTON 

population trends for more than 120 species of North 
American landbirds. You can learn about their work 
on page 17.

CONtRibutiNg PhOtOgRaPhERs
mario ACeRRA 
douglas BeNeDICT
michelle CINTRÓN 

In another article, Jim Johnson divulges how an 
instructor and a graduate of the veterinary technician 
program bring skilled TLC to animals in the wild.

james l. JOHNSON ’89 And on page 24, Susan Koomar defends the poor 
randy MONCeAux
anu SACHDeV 
wendy SAVAGe
thomas SHILLeA 
philip STeIN
luis VAzquez
mallory VOuGH
hub WILLSON 

beleaguered pig, as innocent a victim of swine flu 
as you will find in any infirmary. (Not that we have 
swine flu at NCC, at least not at press time!)
Back to the modeling session. The pets of NCC 

even have their own calendar. Some struck a studious 
pose. Others were more playful as they hammed (back 
to the pigs) for the camera, as you’ll see on page 33.

If Fido and Fluffy are reading over your shoulder, they may start hounding you to 
bake them the pet treats on page 20. Indulge them.
We bring you this issue of the magazine with a Cheshire grin, hoping you will 

delight in the tales (or is that “tails”?) and photos therein! u

Heidi’s granddog Tank with 
his friend Toto. 

PREsiDENt 
dr. arthur SCOTT 

ViCE PREsiDENt 
iNstitutiONal aDVaNCEMENt 

susan k. KuBIK 

NORthaMPtON COMMuNity 
COllEgE fOuNDatiON 
bOaRD ChaiRMaN 
bruce a. PALMeR 

PublishER 
northampton community
college foundation
3835 green pond road
bethlehem, pa 18020 

NCC l fall 2009 



  

    
   

     
 

      
  

  

  

  

   
 

 
 

    
   
      

    

 

   

   
 

  
 

CoNTents
11 BouNdless affectioN 

What explains the bonds between humans and 
animals? Is the affinity ingrained in our DNA? 
By Myra Saturen 

14 pets aNd the recessioN 
14 feediNg the huNgry 
15 a deaN goes to the dogs 

16 research takes flight
An NCC professor and his students have their 
eyes on the skies. By Mallory Vough 

18 keepiNg it Wild 

20 good doggie
Beyond bones: Bon appetit! By Cynthia Tintorri 

22 presideNtial pooch 

23 of mice aNd meN 
24 aNimal myths deBuNked 

25 alumNi pet gallery 

33 What’s the Best dog for you? 
33 teachers’ pets 

02 pulse: Campus News and Scuttlebutt 
02–05  Around Campus 
06  Lessons Learned In Africa 
08  Happenings: Mark Your Calendar 
09  Honors: Dr. Javier Ávila 

34 alumNi Notes 
36  Alumni Profile: Tara Fetzer ’06 
38  Alumni Profile: Anne Garbush ’05 
39 Memoriam 
40  Donor Profile: Karen ’74 & Tim Brady ’76 
41  Reflection 

SHuTTeRSTOCK fall 2009 l NCC 1 



  

   

 

 
 

   

        
       

     
    

       
   

     

NCC l fall 2009 

PulSe 
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt 

A NEW LOOK ON THE NET 
NCC launched a new Web site on the first day of 

classes. Navigation has never been easier, with links 

to information about NCC, admissions, academics, 

business and community, student resources and 

campus life right on the home page, as well as ports 

of entry designed specifically for future students, 

current students, business partners, alumni and other 

visitors. Once inside, click on certain photos, and 

you’ll get to meet some of the students, faculty and 

staff who are pictured on the site. Can’t find what 

you’re looking for? A Google search engine will help 

you out. Stop by anytime at www.northampton.edu. 

The pulse 
seems even quicker 

than usual at NCC this 
fall. Worries about the economy 

give urgency to students’ educational 
pursuits, but the mood is upbeat. Fun 

and friendship seem especially 
sweet in trying times. 

Here’s what students have 
been celebrating since 

classes began: 

2 

something to TWEET about 
Guess who’s Twittering? Follow President Scott’s posts 

at www.twitter.com/artscottncc. You can also become a fan of NCC on Facebook 
by searching “Northampton Community College” or become a friend of the College 
mascot, Sam Spartan. Sam’s a funny guy. Like action? Who needs Netflix? Enjoy free 
videos at “Sam Spartan Presents” on YouTube. For some beautiful photos of NCC’s 
campuses, go to www.flickr.com and search “Northampton Community College.” 

photo by randy monceaux 

Good company — and lots of it! NCC 
continues to be one of the fastest growing 
colleges in Pennsylvania on a percentage 
basis, serving more undergraduates than 
any other college or university in the region. 
Enrollment topped 11,000 for 
the first time this fall. 
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Trailers are providing 

extra classroom space 

in Monroe, 
where 
full-time 
enrollment 
grew by 26% 
this fall. 

elbow room 

Students got a personal 

welcome this fall almost 

as soon as they got 

out of their cars or off 

the bus. Faculty and 

staff were on hand to 

greet them and to offer 

assistance if they had 

questions. Perhaps a 

new tradition? 

The men’s and women’s 
basketball teams will make their 
debut in the National Junior 
College Athletic Association this 
winter. For the game schedule, 
go to www.nccspartans.com. 
Membership in the NJCAA holds 
students to higher academic 
standards and enables them to 
compete on a national level. 

Studying can make you hungry! On the Main Campus, 

the cafeteria has been expanded. The new Food 

Court can seat 644 students at a time. The old 

student activities area has been transformed into 

the “SLZ” — a Student Life Zone, where students 

can play chess on a giant chess board, enjoy 

performances on a small stage, check their e-mail, 

hang out with friends or just chill. 

SWISH!  season preview 

top photo by douglas benedict/bottom photo by philip stein 
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bOOKS 
fOr 

rENT 
Textbooks are expensive, but a 

new book-lending program enables students to save up 

to 60 percent on the cost of books for some of the most 

popular courses offered at NCC. Northampton 
is the first college in the 
Lehigh Valley to offer such a 
program. Students know a bargain when they see 

one. More than 1,000 books were rented this semester. Brian Alnutt (History) 

Belinda Anderson (Reading) 

Shauna Gobble (English) 

Michael Pogach (English) 

Gina Turner (Psychology) 

left istockphoto/right luis vazquez and hub willson 

it’s all about OPTIONS 
Students’ academic choices have expanded to 

include new associate degrees in middle level 

education (grades 4-8) and web development; 

specialized diplomas in resort management, casino 

operations and dining room operations; and a 

concentration in women’s and gender studies as an 

option in the liberal arts major. 

here’s a SHOuT out 
To all who helped NCC raise the first $283,404 for the National 

Endowment for the Humanities Challenge Grant despite the 

recession. Only $1.3 million to go, of which $414,600 must be in 

hand by July 31, 2010. 

Send money! 

LOVE 
YOur MAC? 

Mac users no longer have to 
spend big bucks traveling to New 

York or Philadelphia for training. 
They can learn how to use high-end 

video-editing and other software in 
a brand-new Mac lab at NCC’s Fowler 

Family Southside Center. The Apple Authorized 

Training Center now open there is expected to be a 

valuable resource for teachers, business people and 

individuals who love their Macs! 

bright, new teachers joined the
                 full-time faculty. 



      -    5fall 2009 l NCC 

solar panels 

photos by philip stein/middle photo by mallory vough 

tilted skyward in front of Alumni Hall are 
positioned to catch some rays that can be 
converted to electrical power to reduce 
energy consumption on the Main Campus 
and to provide a learning tool for students 
who come to NCC to prepare for careers 
related to alternative energies. 

You can track the amount of energy that’s 
being created at http://bit.ly/4GjwPX. 



  

    
   
  

  
 

   
    
     
   
   

   
   
    

    
    

  
   
  
  

   
    
    
   

   
   
   
   

    
  
   

   
  

    
   

   
   
   

  
      
  

   
   

   
    
    

    
    
   

   
   
    
     
    
   
  

   
  

    
  

   
   

   
  
    

    
  
   

    
   
   
   
    
   
    
    

  
     

    
    

      

  

 

         
           

  

   

Across Continents enGaGEment 

lessons learned inafrica 
Where education is not taken for granted.     By Myra Saturen 

the ncc staff members met 
possessed abundant hope, 
kindness and a relentless 
drive for education. 
gorton spent two 

weeks at the ministry of 
hope, a feeding station 
in malawi founded and 
mostly staffed by mala-
wians to support com-
munity-based orphan care. 
as part of a team from the 
first presbyterian church 
in bethlehem, gorton as-
sisted and held workshops 
for teachers who work 
with children in a wall-less 
pavilion in a shrubby, dry 
field where children sit on 
mats to recite their lessons. 

Anu Sachdev, assistant director of early childhood education at NCC, with the teachers, gor-
took this picture of a teacher with 60 first-graders at a community ton explored the valuable 

school in Zambia. role of hands-on experi-
ence in learning. but where 

A SINgLE WELL SErVES cets in the street. do you get materials in a 
HuNdrEdS Of MALAWIAN these were a few of school that has no scissors, 
VILLAgErS fOr drINKINg, the discoveries rebecca paper or crayons? gorton 
bATHINg ANd WASHINg gorton, director of early brought two suitcases 
CLOTHES. in the zambian childhood education, anu filled with school supplies 
town of monze, many chil- sachdev, assistant director and donated books from 
dren, lacking shoes, must of early childhood educa- the cops-n-kids reading 
stay home, unable to walk tion, and Jeff focht, ncc’s room at ncc. 
the icy paths to school in dean of business and tech- she and the teachers 
frigid weather. in shanty nology, made during trips used the supplies to create
towns such as kliptown, to africa this summer. flannel boards and other 
in south africa, dwellings one lesson stood out educational tools. one day, 
have no indoor plumbing among others: beset by the supplies they laid out
and people depend on fau- these privations, the people carefully on the table-less 

schoolroom floor vanished. 
to gorton’s amazement, 
paper, letters and clay had 
been devoured by village
goats!
gorton, however, had 

more long-range concerns.
what would happen when 
the school supplies ran
out? turning to the natural 
environment, gorton and 
the teachers improvised,
using corn kernels for
counting, sticks for order-
ing by size and stones for
arranging by color.  
in addition to a zeal 

for learning, gorton 
encountered her hosts’ 
kindness. to help haul 
water to the school, 
gorton grabbed the 
handle of a filled bucket. 
a teacher lifted the other. 
when gorton became 
exhausted by the bucket’s 
weight, she lowered it to 
the ground. the teacher 
did likewise, rubbing her 
hands. the teacher then 
lifted the bucket to her 
head and proceeded the 
rest of the way. gor-
ton was touched by the 
teacher’s kindness. “she 
wanted me to feel a part 
of the village,” she says. 
“that is why she allowed 

6 NCC l fall 2009 photos by anu sachdev 



   

    
     
    

 
    
    

    
 

  
  

   
    
    
    
  

  
   

     
   
  
     
   

     
     
   
  

  
    
   

  
   

   
    
    
     

    
   
   
  

   

    
   
    

   
   

     
   

   
   

   
    
   

     
   
   
   
   
     

    
   

   
   
    

    
   

    
     
   
   
    

   
    
  

    
    

     

    
   
   
  

    

Instant affection: On the left, Rebecca Gorton, director of early childhood education at NCC, poses with youngsters at the orphan-feeding station in 
Malawi. At right, NCC Dean of Business and Technology Jeff Focht and doctoral classmate Matt Kinnich (in the cap) sit with children from Kliptown in 

7fall 2009 l NCC 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

me to help, never letting 
on that water is not typi-
cally carried that way.” 
anu sachdev went 

to zambia to study educa-
tion in that nation through 
a program based at le-
high university.
although the zambian 

government offers educa-
tion tuition-free for grades 
1 through 7, parents must 
pay a uniform fee and 
other costs. as an alterna-
tive, communities have 
established schools where 
uniforms are not required. 
in the town of monze, vil-
lagers built a three-walled 
school with handmade 
bricks, on land lent by a 
headman. the single room 
has a grass roof, dirt floor 
and stones for seats, but no 
toilets or drinking water. 
three-inch pencils and 
small notebooks constitute 
the only supplies. there are 
no textbooks, and teachers 

share instructional manuals. 
when the rainy season 

comes, classes can only 
be held if a good-hearted 
person provides space in a 
building with a roof. even 
then, muddy roads often pre-
vent children without shoes 
from walking to school. 
the children treasured 

the crayons and books 

sachdev brought as if they 
were jewels. 
“in spite of cold, hun-

ger and harsh conditions,” 
sachdev says, “the children 
sat and learned. they gave 
their lessons their com-

plete focus and attention. 
everyone has great respect 
for teachers. the children 
have hopes to be lawyers, 
doctors, police officers, so 
that they can ‘sit well in 
life’ (a zambian expression) 
and give something back 
to their communities.” in 
reality, most children must 
drop out after grade 7 for 

in the town of monze, 

villagers built a three-

walled school with 
handmade bricks, on 
land lent by a headman.
	

lack of funds since second-
ary schools charge tuition. 
sachdev says that admin-
istrators of the community 
system of schools are striv-
ing to expand the classes 
beyond seventh grade. 

she noted that the chil-
dren are joyful and like to 
play. lacking sports equip-
ment, they use rolled-up 
paper balls for games. 
sachdev hopes to estab-

lish a long-term faculty ex-
change relationship between 
the school in monze and 
ncc and perhaps to sponsor 
a student to come here. 

her african trip left 
a profound impression
on sachdev. “i learned 
the importance of good
teachers and the impact
they can have on children’s 
lives. strong teachers carry 



  

 
  
   
   
    
   
    
   
   

   
   
   

  
  
  
  
  

   
  

     
    

  
  
    
   

 
   

   
  
   
   

    
  
    
  

  
   
  

  
    
   
  

  
    
   

    
  

   
    
   
    

  
    

  
 

  
   
   
     
  

   
  
   
  
   

   
   

   
 

  

         
      

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 
  

 

 

        

 
 

Anu Sachdev from NCC with the village headmen who donated 
land for a school in Monze, Zambia. 

children along.”
Jeff focht visited 

south africa’s cape town 
and Johannesburg for two 
weeks in July, an experi-
ence he calls “life-chang-
ing.” he made the trip 
with fellow doctoral stu-
dents from the university 
of pennsylvania, where he 
is studying higher educa-
tion management. 
while in south 

africa, focht visited 
three universities and 
toured robben island, 
where nelson mandela, 
the former south african 
president, was imprisoned 
for 18 of his 27 years 
in jail. he met yvonne 
mokgora, a university 
of pennsylvania graduate 
and the first black female 
judge in south africa’s 
constitutional court, 
equivalent to the united 
states supreme court. 
at kliptown, a 

shanty town, focht wit-
nessed poverty like none 
he had ever seen: children 
without shoes and 
people with access to only 
minimal sanitation. amid 

such deprivation, people 
moved focht with their 
kindness, authenticity and 
hope. “they encouraged 
and motivated me. to see 
such hope was astound-
ing,” focht says.
south african educa-

tors are seeking ways to 
improve access to educa-
tion, and many of their 
conversations with focht 
concerned this issue. 
as it is, focht re-

ports, options for educa-
tion are limited. a small 
percentage of students 
can go to college, and 
community colleges do 
not exist. 
focht thinks that 

south africa, a diverse 
nation, is the perfect 
place to see the effect of 
culture, race, economy 
and politics on educa-
tion. “apartheid ended 
15 years ago,” focht 
says, “and visiting 
south africa helps you 
to grasp the significance 
of how freedom and 
democracy can make a 
difference.” u

Mark Your Calendar happeNiNGs 

Art 
October 27 – december 14 

Open Houses &
Celebrations 

A.C.E. (ArTS COMMuNITY November 21 
Of EASTON) OpEN HOuSE, Main Campus 
Small Works Juried Art Exhibit 10 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., Spartan Center 
Reception: October 29, 5 – 7 p.m. 
Gallery, Communications Hall November 23 

Theatre 
pubLIC SpEAKINg CONTEST 
Hear some of NCC’s best student 

November 12 – 16 speakers in this oratorical competi-
“gOOdNIgHT dESdEMONA tion. 5:30 p.m., Community Room 
(gOOd MOrNINg JuLIET)” Monroe Campus 
Directed by Janice Wolf, assistant 
professor of communication/theatre. January 30 
November 12, 13, 14, 7:30 p.m. COMMENCEMENT 
November 15, 16, 3 p.m. 11 a.m., Spartan Center 
Norman R. Roberts Lab Theatre 
(limited seating) Music 

december 4 
december 10 NCC COMMuNITY CHOruS, “bEL 
MuLTICuLTurAL/WOrLd CANTO dALLE STELLE,” HOLIdAY 
HOLIdAY SHOW CONCErT 
Program includes Christmas carols, 7:30 p.m., Lipkin Theatre 
Hanukkah songs and stories, gospel Kopecek Hall 
music of the African-American 
church, African Kwanzaa celebration Film 
music, and European and Latin Ameri- November 20-21 
can songs. Presented by Mark Rust, “WArrEN MILLEr’S dYNASTY” 
a multi-talented singer and musician Celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
from Woodstock, N.Y. Warren Miller’s annual winter film. 
11 a.m., Student Life Zone Nov. 20, 7 p.m., Nov. 21, 3:30 and 7 
College Center p.m., Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall 

Especially for Youth 
November 14 
YOuTH CHESS CHAMpIONSHIp 
8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Second Floor 
College Center 

November 14 
(Grades 5 – 9) 
MEET THE AuTHOr 
Carmen Ferreiro-Esteban 
Two Moon Princess 
A medieval princess finds herself in 
modern-day California. 
10:30 – 11:30 a.m., Cops-n-Kids 
Reading Room, Fowler Family 

Southside Center u

Reservations are required for some events. 
Call 610-861-5300 or 570-620-9317 
for more information. 

8 NCC l fall 2009 
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Critical Acclaim ExCEllenCe 

honorskeep coming
for ncc english 
professor 
dr. JAVIEr ÁVILA its sustained poetic prow-
has garnered another inter- ess on many levels,” say 
national award. the latest carmen perez marin, Jose 
honor? nothing less than marmol and vanessa droz, 
the most prestigious poetry judges of the competition. 
award in puerto rico and “the book provides the 
one of the most acclaimed reader with precise, mature 
literary honors in all of and polished poetry written 
latin america: the puertor- by an author whose mastery 
riquena poetry award given of the poetic craft displays 
by the puerto rico institute his ability to construct po-
of culture. ems that are moving in the 
submitted anony- strictest sense of the term.” 

mously, competing with a passionate writer 
58 entries from all over since the age of 7, Ávila 
the world, Ávila’s book of has won honors for four 
poetry, El papel de difunto other poetry collections. 
(The Dead Man’s Posi- he is also the author of two 
tion), is the culmination of novels that have achieved 
three years of work. it con- popular success and critical 
tains 60 poems in span- acclaim.
ish. the award includes Ávila began El papel 
publication of the book de difunto, on the 10th 
and a monetary prize. anniversary of his father’s 
at 34, Ávila is the death, transforming his pain 

youngest person to receive into verse. translated into 
the prize. “this is the most english, “papel” means 
important award of my position in the sense of a 
career,” he says. role assumed. told from the 
“The Dead Man’s Po- perspective of the dead, the 

sition stood out because of poems inform the reader 

photo by michelle cintrÓn 

Associate Professor of English Javier Ávila is a man of many talents. 

about the urgency of life 
and the importance of valu-
ing what we have. 
in El papel de difunto,

Ávila believes he has 
written his most mature 
book, one that embraces
life and death in a new 
way. although it is fun-
damentally a sad book,
Ávila says, it grows more
uplifting and even funny
as it goes along. he hopes 
his poetry will help people
gain understanding in
times of grief. “the poems 
are models to show how 
we grieve and experience 

pain,” Ávila says.
despite the sadnesses 

in his life, Ávila feels for-
tunate. “i love to teach and 
write,” he says. “i consider 
myself lucky.” 
we consider ourselves 

lucky that Ávila is teach-
ing at ncc. you can learn 
more about him and read 
some of his poems in 
english or in spanish on 
ncc’s online news site: 
http://www.northampton.
edu/northampton-now/
english-professor-wins-in-
ternational-award.htm. u

http://www.northampton.edu/Northampton-Now/English-Professor-Wins-International-Award.htm
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Boundless Affection 
Who leaps with joy when you walk through the door? Who scram-
bles onto your lap even when you’re grouchy and having a horrendous 
hair day? To whom do you go for quiet solace at times of stress? 

By Myra Saturen 

Sometimes it’s a simple welcome, letting you know you’re truly home. “I love it when I come home from 

work and Tyler greets me, as if she’s saying ’Yay, she’s home!’ It makes me feel good,” says Northampton Community College Administrative 

Assistant Pat Ward about her 8-year-old bichon frisé dog.  

“When we returned from vacation after a week, our cat, Tazzie, followed us around, watched us unpack. We could tell she missed us,” 

says Susan Frantz, operator in NCC’s central duplicating department. 

Animals connect with us at the deepest level — literally down to our heartbeat. 

Psychologist Aaron Katcher proved this phenomenon scientifically while exploring the influence of social support on cardiac patients’ 

survival. To the researcher’s surprise, pets made a big difference. The study definitively found that people with severe heart disease and a 

pet had a greater chance of being alive a year or two after a heart attack than patients without a pet. “There were fewer deaths among the 

pet-owning group,” says Raymond Stock, professional service veterinarian for Boehringer Ingeleim VetMedic.  

The famous study led to further eye-opening discoveries about the profound effect of animals on our basic well-being. 

In 1999, scientists followed 48 stockbrokers who took the same drug for stress-related hypertension. By adopting a cat or dog, half of 

the businessmen lowered their blood pressure readings. In another study of 240 married couples, those with pets lowered their heart rates 

and blood pressure and experienced milder responses to and quicker recovery from stress. 

Another investigation showed that talking to and petting a dog lowered blood pressure. By contrast, blood pressure increased when the 

subjects talked to another person. “I wonder whether petting an animal does more for the animal or for the person,” says Stock.  

Sometimes merely being with a pet can create tranquility. NCC Associate Professor of Psychology Karen Rhines likes to read with her 

two pugs curled up beside her. “I enjoy listening to them breathe. The dogs are happy and content. Nothing is wrong in their world.”  

Why do pets help people relax? “Pets lower stress by providing nonjudgmental companionship, support that can be difficult for even the 

most encouraging spouse or friend to give,” says NCC Professor of Psychology Thomas Frangicetto. 

shutterstock 



12 NCC l fall 2009   

    
     
     
      

     
     

     
      

   
      

     
    

      
        

  

    
       

        
     

       
     

  

         
          

            
        
    
 

      

       
      

          

“Pets lower stress by providing nonjudgmental companionship, support that can 
be difficult for even the most encouraging spouse or friend to give.” 

~ NCC Professor of Psychology Thomas Frangicetto 

Doctors and dentists know that 
pets ease anxiety. Many medical of-
fices include aquariums for the calming 
effect watching fish has on patients. 

Pets are at their most comforting 
during times of grief. “Widowhood is 
a particularly difficult time and hav-
ing a loving pet can be therapeutic,” 
Frangicetto says. Administrative As-
sistant Pat Ward and her family know 
this firsthand. “Several years ago, my 
mother passed away,” Ward says. 
“Our dog, Tyler, was the best medicine 
for my dad. Dad focused on him and it 
helped him through.” 

At various stages of the life cycle, 
pets help people grow. Studies demonstrate that tending a pet in-
creases empathy and responsibility in children and reminds older 
adults to take care of their health as well as their animal’s. Prison-
ers caring for animals showed higher self-esteem. Nurturing a pet 
also prepares couples to parent a child, says Elizabeth Burke, an NCC 

Blanche and Stanley keep Associate Professor of 
Psychology Karen Rhines company when she reads. 

graduate who is owner and staff veteri-
narian for Thoreau Veterinary Hospital 
in Easton. 

Walking a dog naturally lends 
itself to fitness, at any age. Dog walk-
ers are less likely to be obese. In one 
study of people aged 71-82, research-
ers found dog walkers to be more nim-
ble than nondog walkers, even inside 
their homes. 

Strolling with a dog confers other, 
less tangible benefits. Companion ani-
mals instill trust. “Passersby are more 
likely to stop and chat if a dog is trotting 
beside you,” Stock says. “Studies show 
that people are perceived more favor-

ably in the company of animals.” 
Pets lend luster even to royalty. Queen Elizabeth boasts about 

her corgis. United States presidents pose for photo ops with dogs 
at their sides or in their arms. One study showed that even granite-
faced criminals appeared more benign in photographs where they 
were holding dogs. 

“Animals gather a positive aura,” says Stock. “They give joy. 
Just go into a pet store and you’ll notice people smiling.” 

why do we love our pets?
Stock believes that our passion for animals is ingrained in our DNA. 
To adamant pet-avoiders, he says, “Part of your brain that you may not 
know about has a love for animals.” 

Pets bring out the nurturer in us, he says. Puppies and kittens, 
with their cute little faces, trigger parental-like concern, a devotion 
that stems from the same psychological source that compels us to 
care for babies and children. Pets have a youthful spirit that people 
enjoy. In fact, many pet owners, especially singles and childless cou-
ples, see their pets as their children. Pets often play roles as family 
clowns, offering amusement along with relaxation. 

Whatever their relationship to us, pets are loyal. “Relationships 
among humans are tenuous,” says Charles Rinehimer, veterinarian 
and associate professor of biology at NCC, “but pets are constant. 
People love them for their consistency.” 

What’s more, animals have remarkable sensitivity to our feelings. 
Rinehimer remembers a woman whose dog — one of two — died. 
When the surviving dog stopped eating, the woman attributed his be-

Tyler helped Pat Ward and her dad through a tough time. 

top-photo by mario acerra/bottom-photo by randy monceaux 
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havior to grief over the deceased dog. No, Rinehimer told her, the dog 
is not grieving the other pet; he is reacting to your human grief. 

Even birds develop strong ties to their keepers, homing in on 
individuals and perching on a favorite person’s shoulder. Birds usually 
resist being transferred to another owner.  

Pets also impart a sense of purpose. Rinehimer recalls a single 
woman, recovering from cancer, who rarely left her home. Then her 
niece gave her a Shetland sheep dog. Having to walk it got the wom-
an outside, interacting with people again. Her responsibility for the 
dog lifted her spirits and restored her sense of usefulness. 

Rewarding as pets may be, however, Professor Frangicetto 
cautions against over-reliance on them. “If a relationship with a 
pet replaces human relationships or prevents an individual from 
seeking human interaction or is continually more satisfying than 
human contact, it can be an overall negative in the social life of 
that person,” he says. 

Rinehimer urges people to remember that pets are animals; their 
needs differ from those of humans. Table scraps, for example, are not 
always good for a dog or cat. 

from shed to living room to 
nursing home
Our connection to domesticated animals goes a long way back. The 
oldest evidence is a 12,000-year-old human skeleton found in Is-
rael. The skeleton’s hand was discovered resting on the skull of a 
6-month-old wolf pup. 

Though it may be ancient, our relationship to animals has 
changed over many centuries. 

Animals started out working for people. Around 15,000 years 
ago, it is thought, prehistoric humans noted a similarity between 
themselves and the ancestors to dogs. Humans and dog-like crea-
tures shared certain behaviors; they engage in hunting, are social and 
maintain status hierarchies. These animals, therefore, made the best 
hunting companions. The attachment is believed to have been recip-
rocal. Experts speculate that certain ancestral canines with relatively 
docile natures started visiting human firesides for easy food and, after 
a time, settled in, adopting humans as their masters. 

Domesticated a few thousand years later, cats, debuted in 
households as creatures of use, valued for ridding dwellings and 
barns of disease-spreading, grain-eating rodents. While some cats 
rested near a hearth, most domestic animals occupied a shed or 
simply lived outdoors. 

At various stages of the life cycle, pets 
help people grow. Studies demonstrate 
that tending a pet increases empathy and 
responsibility in children and reminds 
older adults to take care of their health 
as well as their animal’s. 

But things were to change for animals. By the end of World War 
I, mechanization and urbanization created a new type of existence 
for people. Horses no longer pulled carriages and chickens no longer 
scratched about people’s yards. It happened gradually. For example, 
95-year-old Solomon Fisher, a retired Brooklyn native, recalls his boy-
hood, sipping milk still warm from the cow. Working farms in places 
like Brooklyn have long since vanished. Nevertheless, up until World 
War II, horse-drawn ice, bread and vegetable carts still clattered 
down city streets in many urban neighborhoods. This last, lingering 
vestige of rural life disappeared in the 1940s. 

As working animals departed from daily life, people missed the 
animal-human bond, a part of nature, and adopted a new view of 
animals: as creatures to be enjoyed as companions, purely for their 
own sake. Dogs, cats, fish and birds moved out of the barn or the 
pond and into our living rooms and bedrooms. Wider affluence in the 
1950s enabled greater numbers of people to shelter an animal that 
didn’t earn its keep catching mice. Living in close quarters with their 
owners, pets became part of the family. 

the status of pets continues to rise
“What people consider reasonable health care for their pets has 

Experts speculate that certain ancestral canines with relatively docile natures started 
visiting human firesides for easy food and, after a time, settled in, adopting humans 
as their masters. 



       
         

            
       

  
         

         
        

        

         
        

           
             

             

 

  

   

 
         

          
     

        
         

            
        

           
            

 
 

           
           
          

         
              

        
            

         
  

           
          

changed,” Burke says. “Health care for pets essentially parallels that 
available for humans.” 

Pets receive MRIs, ultrasounds, endoscopies and chemotherapy. 
They visit veterinary cardiologists, dermatologists, ophthalmologists 
and oncologists. 

“Health care for animals has become more sophisticated,” 
says Stock. “This is why veterinary technicians are important; tech-
nology now plays an important role in pet care.” Pets are also re-
ceiving more extended treatment for hypertension, diabetes, cancer 
and other illnesses.  

Pet owners receive closer attention, too. At some animal hospi-
tals, social workers provide counseling to pet owners whose animals 
must be euthanized. Some veterinary schools offer bereavement 
hotlines for people grieving the loss of a pet. 

Solicitous care stretches beyond the medical. Pets sleep in their 
owners’ beds, feast on animal gourmet treats and take training class-
es, including some at NCC. They exercise at parks built especially for 
them and find canine companionship at doggie daycare centers while 
“their humans” are at work. 

In addition to family homes, animals have entered therapeutic en-
vironments such as nursing homes and assisted-living communities. 

At the Phoebe Home Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Allen-
town, 16 cats, 30 birds, two rabbits and numerous fish give residents 
comfort and a sense of purpose. Cared for by residents, volunteers 
and staff, the animals bring the natural and the normal to residents’ 
surroundings. 

Having long assisted people with visual disabilities as guides, 
dogs are now used extensively in human therapy and care. Adept 
at reading body language and facial expressions, seizure dogs can 
detect attacks ahead of time, cueing a person to take injury-saving 
measures. Hearing-assistance dogs perceive fire alarms and other 
signals, affording greater safety to people with hearing impairments. 
Animals can help psychotherapy progress more quickly and alleviate 
loneliness in isolated older adults and sick children. 

It is interesting to note that the animal-human bond may vary 
from culture to culture. In some countries, animals are community 
rather than family pets. An entire village may care for its animals. In 
other places, such as Great Britain, it is perfectly acceptable for a dog 
to sit at its owner’s feet in a restaurant.  

animal frontiers 
As a relatively new field, animal-human research continues to re-
veal a multiplicity of ways that animals affect human well-being. For 
instance, scientists are investigating whether living with dogs may 
boost the resistance of young children to allergies. Other recent stud-
ies focus on animal therapy to lessen the pain of cancer patients and 
the use of pets to ameliorate childhood autism. The studies and dis-
coveries continue to proliferate. 

In a way, the animal-human bond has come full circle. As animals 
helped nourish us by bringing in the hunt in earlier times, they are now 
assisting us as we pursue a vast spectrum of better health. u

Pets & the recession
�
About ⅔ of American homes include at 
least one pet. How has the current re-
cession affected their care? 
Veterinarians interviewed for this article have not seen a decline in rou-
tine care such as checkups, vaccinations or teeth cleaning. Pets claim pri-
ority, in many budgets, over other discretionary spending. In some cases, 
the spending is not discretionary; veterinarians suspect that some pet 
owners are stinting on their own care to tend to that of their pets. 

Tight financial times, however, have placed many pet owners 
in a painful bind: When the procedure is costly and the outcome un-
certain, can they afford the treatment? Finances dictate that many 
must decline. 

Whatever the economic times, it is clear that most pet owners do 
the best they can for their animal friends. u

FriEndS in nEEd: 
help for the hungry 

Veterinarians and others are increasingly aware of people who are 
reaching into their own grocery bags, forgoing their own nutrition, in 
order to feed their pets. 

To help these pets and their owners, Northampton Community 
College is providing storage space in the Fowler Family Southside 
Center for the Animal Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley. Donated by in-
dividuals, families, organizations and businesses, the food is distrib-
uted monthly at Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 E. Market St. in Bethle-
hem. NCC joined this effort at the request of the City of Bethlehem. 

“We want to help people feed their pets without compromising 
their own health,” says Paul Pierpoint, vice president, community edu-
cation and dean of Fowler Family Southside Center. “It is a good way 
for NCC to do good things for our community.”  

In addition to pet owners, animal rescue organizations and hu-
mane societies may obtain assistance. Preregistration with the Ani-
mal Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley is required. u

To donate food or to register to 
receive pet food, call 484-851-8000. 
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At the Poodle Club of the Lehigh Valley AKC Agility Trial in June, the dean and Sassy 
earned the highest rating awarded by the American Kennel Club — the MACH Master 
Agility Championship. At right, the champions and Sassy’s son Screech pause for a family 
photo to commemorate the occasion. 

A dean goes to the dogs
�
Mardi McGuire-Closson’s days are full. As vice 
president for student affairs and dean of students at Northampton 
Community College, she oversees all nonacademic aspects of student 
life including admissions, financial aid, athletics, counseling, clubs and 
more. She juggles meetings, memos, committees, email and – most 
inspiring, challenging and important of all — dozens of daily interac-
tions with Northampton students. “It’s a high-energy job,” she admits. 
“I drink a lot of coffee.” 

When the workday is done, you’d think this college administrator 
would want to sit back and relax. Instead, McGuire-Closson goes to 
the dogs. “My parents first met while they were looking at the same 
litter of puppies,” she says. “I was destined to be a dog person.” 

McGuire-Closson and her husband, Clyde, are known across the 
country as breeders of golden retrievers who participate in the sport 
of dog agility. This year, Beamer, a puppy from one of their first litters, 
was a top finisher at the American Kennel Club National Agility Com-
petition. In fact, Beamer was the fastest golden retriever in his class. 
“It was very cool,” McGuire-Closson says. 

According to the U.S. Dog Agility Association, dog agility tests a 
person’s skills in training and handling of dogs over a timed obstacle 
course. Competitors race against the clock as they direct their dogs to 
jump hurdles, scale ramps, burst through tunnels, traverse a seesaw 
and weave through a line of poles in an obstacle course designed to 
challenge a handler’s competitive and training skills. 

It might sound a bit like her day job, but McGuire-Closson in-
sists that it’s not. “People take the competitions seriously, and it’s nice 
when your dog does well, but for me, that’s not what it’s all about.” 
For McGuire-Closson, it’s about quality time with her husband, meet-

ing new people who share a passion for dogs and having fun with the 
large network of friends who are involved in the sport. Also, she adds, 
“I love spending time with our dogs.” 

McGuire-Closson also loves spending time at NCC. She joined 
the college staff in 1987 following leadership roles in admissions of-
fices at Centenary College and Cedar Crest College, her alma mater. “I 
met Dr. Scott when I was at Centenary,” she recalls. “He was NCC’s 
vice president for student affairs then, and he made Northampton 
sound pretty good. When I got the job as Northampton’s director of 
admissions, I learned that he was right.” 

McGuire-Closson says that one great thing about NCC is that it 
is a very pet-friendly place to work. “I really don’t know how that hap-
pened,” she muses. “Our vet tech program surely has something to do 
with it, but I think it started with (former NCC president) Dr. Kopecek, 
who just loved dogs. He still asks me about my dogs when we talk 
with each other!” 

About her dogs, McGuire-Closson says “they’re like kids in some 
ways, but not really. They love you, but they never leave. They find 
their own place in your heart, but,” she adds with a laugh, “they never 
learn to fill their own bowls.” u

By Paul Acampora 

Paul Acampora, NCC’s director of development and scholarships, 
recently created an aquarium habitat for 28 cents’ worth of gold-
fish that would make creatures at SeaWorld perk up and take no-
tice. His dogs think the time and money would have been better 
spent on chew treats and tug toys. 

photos by randy monceaux fall 2009 l NCC 15 
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Whooo’s monitoring the health and migration 
patterns of northern Saw-whet owls for a long-term 
international research project? Faculty and students 

from nCC, that’s whooo! 
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research Takes Flight
�
dr. John Leiser is an assistant professor 
of biology at nCC’s Monroe campus, 
where he has taught for five years. 

“I have a background in animal behavior and ecology and have 
been working on animal behavior projects throughout my professional 
life,” he says. Although he began his career studying fish, he always 
showed an interest in birds. 

Leiser has volunteered his time with the Little Gap Raptor Re-
search Center and, more extensively, with the Pocono Avian Research 
Center (PARC), the NEPA Bird Partnership and the Cherry Valley Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge Feasibility Study Team. 

Most recently, Leiser teamed up with the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) and PARC to take part in an environmental educa-
tion grant program called “For the Birds: Invasive Species and Environ-
mental Stewardship.” 

“The project combines research with teaching and community in-
volvement,” says Leiser. “We are doing the three things Northampton 
Community College is all about.” 

Students from the Monroe Campus in Tannersville who are tak-
ing Field Ecology, Environmental Biology, Biology I or Biology II have 
been involved. 

According to the EPA Web site, the project teaches students “to 
think critically about environmental issues, analyze information and 
design realistic environmental plans, while encouraging students to 
pursue environmental careers.” It also strives to “educate the local 
community on the importance of balancing population growth with the 
natural environment and encouraging environmental stewardship.” 

Leiser says that in studying the bird population’s health and vi-
ability, his students could determine how the introduction of invasive 
plants affects entire ecological communities and what the overall 
effects of land development and invasive plant introductions are in 
stream corridors within the Pocono Mountains. 

“We wanted to compare streams that were the most natural 
— streams that weren’t impacted by man — to streams that have 
been impacted by commercial and suburban development,” he says. 

Leiser and the students were amazed to see how many birds and 
other plant and animal species still use small, green patches located 
near commercially used land. 

“When you drive through a parking lot and you see a little green 
buffer along a stream, that little green corridor is still a refuge for 
animals. It makes sense to save whatever green we can,” Leiser says. 

“Any open space we can preserve is worthwhile. The wilder we can 
keep the land, the better. That’s the best scenario.” 

Data from the study is still being compiled, but Leiser presented 
preliminary findings at the Lehigh Valley Ecology and Evolution Sym-
posium. He hopes to have the final results published in a scientific 
journal and possibly in a teaching journal. 

In the meantime, he and his students will continue to keep their 
eyes on the skies through MAPS — the Monitoring Avian Produc-
tivity and Survivorship Program. According to the Institute for Bird 
Population’s Web site, the goal of this study is to assess and moni-
tor vital rates and population dynamics of over 120 species of North 
American land birds. 

“This is a long-term international project,” Leiser explains. “Stu-
dents are contributing data to an enormous database. They are able to 
apply what they have learned in the classroom to this project.” 

The students’ task this fall is to help monitor the health and 
migration patterns of Northern Saw-whet owls. After the owls are 
caught in mesh mist nets, collaborators and master banders from 
PARC, with the help of Leiser and his students, place a U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey band around the leg of each bird. Each band has its own 
identification number. 

“We record anything you want to know about these birds,” Leiser 
explains. “How much do they weigh? How long are their wings? What 
color are their eyes? We can find out how far each owl has moved. All 
of this gets recorded in a database.” 

Leiser says that in the past, the birds that have been tracked 
have migrated to the Poconos from Canada, Michigan, New Hamp-
shire and other states. “It’s neat to map the birds and see where they 
are coming from and where they are going.” 

Recently, Leiser and his colleagues have had two articles on 
other research projects involving birds accepted by scientific jour-
nals. The first was one on “Patch selection by Snowy Egrets in a 
southern New Jersey salt marsh,” published in Waterbirds in 2005. 
“Costs and benefits of foraging alone or in mixed-species aggrega-
tions for Forster’s terns” will appear in the Wilson Journal of Orni-
thology later this year. 

Leiser believes the study of animals taps into human curiosity. 
“We are inherently curious beings,” he says. “We want to know 

about other living creatures. We like their company, and we want to 
know more about them.” u

By Mallory Vough 

top and bottom left-photos by hub willson/middle-istockphoto 
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Keeping it W 
By James L. Johnson ’89 

As a child, Tracey d’imperio-Lasslett haunted the Poconos woods that surrounded her home. 
Most days found her returning with her pockets full of salamanders, frogs, snakes or crayfish to enlarge her family of pets. Throughout her child-
hood, though, with each trek into those woods, something else returned with her: a love of the wild and the animals who lived there, growing 
like mad inside of her. 

From those beginnings, it was a no-brainer for D’Imperio-Lasslett, an instructor in NCC’s veterinary technician program for the past 10 years, 
to choose helping animals as her life’s work. “Being hearing impaired,” she says, “I could go in the woods with the animals and not have to worry 
about hearing or having contact with people. It was a comfort zone for me. So, [this] was a natural thing to go into.” 

Along with her credentials as a registered veterinary technician, D’Imperio-Lasslett is licensed by the Pennsylvania Game Commission for 

photos supplied by woodlands wildlife refuge, melissa snyder 
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wildlife capture and transport, a kind of wildlife EMT. While she loves teaching students all aspects 
of animal care, the wild is really what turns her on. Dogs and cats are fine, but “for people like us,” 
D’Imperio-Lasslett says of herself and her fellow wildlife lovers, “when something like a hawk or bat 
comes into a clinic, we rush to that.” 

Wildlife rehabilitators — the EMTs referred to above — are responsible for healing wounded 
animals and, after a period of acclimation, releasing them to the wild. While how many rehabilita-
tion centers exist is a tough figure to nail down, any veterinary working with these animals will 
tell you, there aren’t enough. And though it is laudable that NCC’s vet tech program covers wildlife 
rehabilitation, it is unfortunate that it is among only a handful of such programs that do. 

However, you don’t need formal training to enter the field. It is necessary to have a licensed re-
habilitator on site or a relationship with a veterinary professional to handle such things as surgeries 
and medications. But anyone with the love and the will can play a hands-on role in the healing. 

Melissa Snyder is an August graduate of NCC’s vet tech program. Having already earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business “years ago,” she became involved in wildlife rehab in 2002, simply 

“A black bear roaming your facility would be a lot 
different than, say, a squirrel.  You need to know how 
to handle bears to prevent a situation like that 
from happening.” 

~ Melissa Snyder ’09 

because she cared for animals and had some time on her hands. “There was a rehab center down 
the street,” she says, “and I thought I’d volunteer twice a week to see how I liked it.” 

Snyder soon became hooked and ended up a full-time volunteer, which led to some after-hours 
problems when a vet was unavailable. “I sometimes didn’t know what to do with the animal,” she 
explains. “I felt so helpless.” And that took her to NCC and her vet tech degree. 

Like D’Imperio-Lasslett, Snyder has always loved the wild and its inhabitants. Both would agree 
that, while a wildlife rehabilitator can learn the needed skills on the job, the best-case scenario is 
to have training. “Wildlife rehabbers also work with endangered species,” Snyder cautions. “You 
don’t want to mess that up.” They also work with large animals, like black bears, one of Snyder’s 
favorite animals. Such an animal freed of a cage could present a dangerous problem. “A black bear 
roaming your facility would be a lot different than, say, a squirrel,” she says. “You need to know how 
to handle bears in order to prevent a situation like that from happening.” 

The love and the will and the proper skills may not be quite enough, though, for a would-be 
rehabber. If you can’t put up with such nonglamorous aspects as cleaning cages (“there’s a whole 
lot of poop,” says D’Imperio-Lasslett) and round-the-clock feedings of baby animals, this job may not 
be for you. “It’s a privilege to work with these [wild] animals,” Snyder says. “It’s very rewarding, but 
you need to have the right mindset.” 

One more piece of information: This isn’t a job that pays the bills. Most rehabilitators hold a 9-
to-5 job along with their wildlife work. Snyder, for example, works at Wright Veterinary Medical Cen-
ter and satisfies her yen for the wild at the Woodlands Wildlife Refuge in New Jersey, where she is 
also a member of the board of directors. Nor can the majority of wildlife centers in the United States 
count on state sponsorship for the work itself; most centers count on donations and fundraisers. 

A word of advice before working in wildlife rehabilitation: Weigh the drawbacks against 
the rewards. Because when all is said and done, this is a job you either love completely or leave 
to those who do. u
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Okay, let’s be clear from the get-go: Making homemade treats for your furry children isn’t for 
everyone. Especially when pet food companies are going out of their way to make snacks in every conceivable shape and/or flavor 
Fido or Fluffy might crave. A popular cat food manufacturer even came out with a line of appetizers, which begs the question: “Meow?” 
(Translation: What’s for dessert?) 

But if you a) like to bake, b) want to know your pet’s food has only wholesome ingredients, c) have a pet with special dietary needs (over-
weight or allergic, for example) or d) all of the above, you might just want to embark on a treat-making extravaganza with the recipes on the next 
page. And in case you were wondering, these recipes were vetted by the author’s own pooch and purr-ball. 

Check with your vet before making any changes to your pet’s diet, and be aware that some seemingly innocuous 
people food is actually toxic to dogs and cats (onion and onion powder, garlic, raisins, grapes and macadamia nuts, 
in particular). Remember, cat appetizers aside, your pet doesn’t have the same cultured palate that you do and really 
doesn’t need sugar, salt and seasonings. These treats have no preservatives and, hence, a shorter shelf life than 
store-bought goodies. 

GOOd doggie 
pet treats you can make from scratch 

By Cynthia Tintorri 

left-veer©ted horowitz/right-photos by thomas shillea 



pet treats you can make from scratch
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barkalicious 
(dog cookies) 

1 cup rolled oats 
1/3 cup margarine 
1 cup boiling water 

3/4 cup cornmeal 
2 teaspoons beef or chicken 

bouillon granules 
1/2 cup milk 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
1 egg, beaten 
3 cups whole-wheat flour 

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
Grease cookie sheets or line 
with parchment. In a large bowl, 
combine rolled oats, margarine and 
boiling water. Let stand 10 minutes. 
Thoroughly stir in cornmeal, bouillon, 
milk, cheddar cheese and egg. Mix 
in flour, 1 cup at a time, until a stiff 
dough has formed. Knead dough on 
a lightly floured surface, mixing in 
additional flour as necessary until 
dough is smooth and no longer 
sticky. Roll or pat out dough to 1/2 " 
thickness. Cut with cookie cutter 
and place onto the prepared cookie 
sheets. Bake 35 to 45 minutes in 
the preheated oven until golden 
brown. Cool before serving. Store in 
a loosely covered container. 

cheese 
ball treats 

(kitty cookies) 
2 tablespoons margarine 

or butter 
1/2	 cup grated cheddar or 

cheddar jack cheese 
1 egg white from a large egg 

1/2 cup whole-wheat flour 
1/2 teaspoon dried catnip 

(or 1 teaspoon chopped fresh) 

Combine the first three 
ingredients until well 
blended. In a separate bowl, 
combine flour and catnip. Add the 
flour mixture slowly to the first 
three ingredients, mixing until a 
soft dough ball is formed. Separate 
into half-inch pieces and roll by 
hand into small balls. Place the 
balls on an ungreased cookie 
sheet, and bake at 300 degrees for 
approximately 25 minutes. Cool 
completely before serving. u

tabby’s tuna 
ball treats 

(kitty cookies) 
1/2 cup whole-wheat flour 
1/2 cup powdered milk 
1/2 cup tuna, packed in oil 
1 large egg, beaten 

1/4 cup water 

Grease a cookie sheet with 
margarine or use one lined with a 
silicone sheet or parchment. In a 
bowl, mix the flour and powdered 
milk together. In a separate bowl, 
combine the tuna and egg, mash-
ing the tuna until it is no longer 
chunky. Add the tuna mixture to 
the dry ingredients, and add the 
water a little at a time until a 
slightly sticky dough ball is formed. 
Using two spoons or a small cookie 
scoop, create balls and place them 
about one inch apart. Bake at 
350 degrees for approximately 25 
minutes. Cool completely before 
serving to your pet. 

peanut butter 
pumpkin

(dog cookies) 
2 1/2 cups whole-wheat flour 

2 eggs 
1/2 cup canned pumpkin 
2 tablespoons peanut butter 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Whisk together the flour, eggs, 
pumpkin and peanut butter in a 
bowl. Add water as needed to help 
make the dough workable, but the 
dough should be dry and stiff. 
Roll the dough into a 1/2-inch-thick 
roll. Cut into 1/2-inch 
pieces. Bake in pre-
heated oven until hard, 
about 40 minutes. 

Learn to make more homemade 
goodies, in nCC’s noncredit 

class “Gourmet
 Pet Treats for 
 Fido & Fluffy.” 

recipes were adapted from allrecipes.com and cats.lovetoknow.com 
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The Presidential Pooch
�
Picture five litters of shitzus. 

All of the puppies had found loving homes.
�
Excep Oliver.
�

Oliver was born with a malformed eyelid, 
which caused chronic irritation to one 
of his eyes. He would need major sur-
gery in the near future. 

Almost four years later, Oliver, 
a.k.a. Ollie, has gone from emotional 
rags to riches. 

“He is spoiled. He is living the good 
life,” admits Dr. Art Scott, Northampton Community College’s president. 

Ollie’s road to a pampered existence in Easton with Scott and his 
wife, Susan Kubik, the vice president of Institutional Advancement at 
NCC, proved to be a little bumpy, but makes for a sweet story. 

Depending on whom you ask, Kubik and Scott either “argued” or 
“discussed” whether or not to adopt Ollie. A round of golf in Florida 
became the deciding factor. 

According to Kubik, she and Scott made a deal that if she 
won, Ollie would be coming home. If Scott won, Ollie would not 
be coming home. 

“We still had Trudi, who was not doing well,” says Scott of his 
ailing 14-year-old Maltese. “I wasn’t sure about having two dogs, and 
I was concerned about the outcome of Ollie’s surgery.” 

On the day of the golf match, Kubik made sure to bring her 
“A” game. 

“Art is a very good golfer. I’m a hacker. I can play, but I’m not that 
good,” she says. “I closed him out on the 16th hole.” 

Scott teased Kubik throughout their round of golf. 
“Every time I won a hole, I’d say, ’Ollie is getting sad he isn’t com-

ing home,’” he remembers. “Every time Sue won a hole, I’d say, ’Ollie 
is wagging his tail and ready to come home to Easton.’” 

Kubik still isn’t sure if the game was fair. 
“I think Art let me win, but he’ll never admit it,” she says. 
After the pair returned to Pennsylvania, Kubik headed to the 

breeder in Hazleton to pick up Ollie. The ride home with the new pup 
was less than desirable. 

“He threw up all over my girlfriend,” says Kubik. “She cleaned 
herself up and gave Ollie to me, and he threw up all over me.” 

Ollie soon learned to love car rides, except when he’s headed to 
the groomer or the vet. He later became a frequent flier. 

“His ticket costs more than ours when he goes on vacation with 
us,” says Scott. “We put him in a carrier with wheels, but we leave 
the back open so he can poke his head out. He just looks around, 
and the people love it.” 

Traveling suits Ollie just fine. 

Although well behaved with what Kubik describes as “a good 
disposition for a dog,” Ollie has a mischievous side. 

“He knows the suitcase means we’re traveling, so he’ll go in the 
suitcase, start unpacking and put himself in it instead,” she says. 

“He’ll get into tissues and tear them apart and grab laundry or a 
shoe,” adds Scott, “but he behaves most of the time.” 

Kubik loves Ollie’s affectionate nature. 
“He has an amazing way of putting things into perspective,” she 

says. “It doesn’t matter how bad a day you had at work. As soon as 
you open the door and you see him, your blood pressure immediately 
drops.” 

Ollie will turn 4 on December 7 and has made a full recovery 
from his eye surgery. Although he had a rough first six months of life, 
he now leads a charmed life. 

Kubik and Scott can’t agree on who spoils Ollie more. I like my 
job. I’m not taking sides on this one. u

By Mallory Vough
Mallory Vough, news assistant in the Office of Public Information 
at NCC, is the owner of a prissy 14-year-old cat named Priscilla, 
as well as two goldfish and two neon fish. 

photo by randy monceaux 
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Stories about dogs are 
staples of children’s 
literature. Who doesn’t 
remember the entertaining 
escapades of Clifford, the Big Red 
Dog or Beverly Cleary’s Ribsy? 
They were the dogs that brought 
laughter to the hearts of many a 
young child. Nana from Peter Pan, 
Lassie and Big Red became every 
young child’s faithful companion 
when called upon to face adversity 
with courage and pluck. 

As we grew older, the stories 
became more serious. Jack Lon-
don’s Call of the Wild and William 
Armstrong’s Sounder brought tears 
to many, with their heartbreaking 
and unforgettable tales. 

Pet dogs can be found in 
adult literature going all the way 
back to Homer’s Odyssey. After 
20 years of separation, Argos 
recognizes his master’s voice even 
though Odysseus has returned a 
seasoned warrior and in disguise. 
Shakespeare’s characters often 
have loyal dogs by their side: 
Trey in King Lear and Crab in 
the Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
Dostoevsky’s Sharik, the prison 
dog, in Memoirs from the House 
of the Dead, provides love even 
in the most abysmal squalor of a 
penal complex. 

Men, however, are not the 
only ones who enjoy the friendship 
of dogs. David Copperfield’s wife 
is inseparable from her dog, Jip. 
Toto stays next to Dorothy’s ruby 
red slippers through a tornado and 
all along the yellow brick road in 
The Wizard of Oz. In some books, 
men and women must share a pet. 
Dashiell Hammett had Nick and 
Nora Charles solve many a mys-
tery while vying for the attention 
of their trusty schnauzer, Asta. 

Some dogs meet unhappy 
endings. Stephen King’s Cujo 
comes to mind, as does Tim John-
son in To Kill a Mockingbird. Some 
have supernatural powers, like 
Nickie in Dean Koontz’s novel The 
Darkest Evening of the Year. 

For the most part, dogs are 
wonderful soulmates. Steinbeck’s 
Travels with Charley was written 
after a three-month road trip 
across America with his French 
poodle, Charley. Through Charley, 
Steinbeck meets a wide range of 
people and gains insight into their 
thoughts and lives. From Baghdad, 
with Love: A Marine, the War, 
and a Dog Named Lava by Jay 
Kopelman is a journey of another 
sort. It is the true story of a stray 
dog found in the devastation of 
Fallujah and his impact on the 

American soldiers around him. 
Where to next? There’s 

Top in Jules Verne’s Mysteri-
ous Island; James Herriot’s Dog 
Stories: Warm And Wonderful 
Stories About the Animals Her-
riot Loves Best; Anna Quindlen’s 
Good Dog: Stay; Marley and Me 
by John Grogan (a local author); 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time by Mark Haddon; 
Good Old Boy: A Delta Boyhood 
by Willie Morris; Beautiful Joe 
by Margaret Marshall Saunders; 
Good-bye, My Lady by James 
Street; A Dog Year: Twelve 
Months, Four Dogs and Me by 
John Katz and don’t forget The 
Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David 
Wroblewski. 

This list could go on 
forever. Now what about cats 
in literature? How about Dewey: 
The Small-Town Library Cat Who 
Touched the World? u

By Olga Conneen
Olga Conneen, director of library 
services at NCC, does not own a 
pet. Perhaps that’s because as a 
child, pet stories made her cry. 

Of Mice and Men and Canines, Too 
Books that are sure to get dog-eared 
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animal myths debunked
�
porky, we hardly knew ye

Pity the poor piggies.
Despite popular porkers such as Wilbur of 
Charlotte’s Web and the star of “Babe,” pigs are 
disparaged as filthy and greedy and now bear 
the beastly burden of a pandemic flu moniker. 

lthough piglets 
appear greedy 

when com-
peting for 

food from their mother, they’ve 
got nothing on Bernie Madoff. 

Nonhuman hogs aren’t 
really gluttons. They only eat 
until they’re full. Tell that to 
celebrated “competitive eat-
ers” who down dozens of hot 
dogs faster than you can say 
“Coney Island.” 

Pig fans (dare we call 
them “pen pals”?) come clean 
about other barnyard slander 
on a Web site created by the 
Oklahoma Department of Ag-
riculture. There we learn that 
pigs aren’t necessarily dirty. 
They can’t sweat so they roll in 
mud to cool off. 

Pigs make effective mine 
sniffers on battlefields, we’re 
told. And their heart valves 
have been used to help ailing 
humans. 

Then there’s the story of 
Lulu, a pot-bellied pet near 
Pittsburgh that squeezed 
through a doggie door to fetch 
help when a family member 
was suffering a heart attack 
in 2002. Surprised? Porky, we 
hardly knew ye. 

No wonder pigs have 
their proponents, including 
Harry Truman, who said, “No 
man should be allowed to be 
President who does not un-
derstand hogs.” However, the 
2008 presidential campaign 
showed us the danger of trying 
to put lipstick on … well, you 

know. Unless it’s Miss Piggy. 
The cat is another crea-

ture with a rap sheet longer 
than a tiger’s tail. Aloof, 
sneaky, even sinister. And 
yeech, what is it with those 
hairballs? 

Blame ancient Egyptians 
for the rumor about nine 
lives. Egyptians worshipped 
cats and believed nine was a 
mystical number. 

A sun god named Atum-Ra 
was said to take the form of a 
cat when visiting the under-
world — trips that would have 
accumulated fantastic frequent 
flier miles. 

Cats often land on their 
feet, but not always. (My 
cat — in a state of sublime 
sleepiness — once slid off the 
couch onto his head. He didn’t 
have enough hang time to right 
himself.) 

Is it a malevolent truth 
that cats steal the breath of 
babies? Well, they like the 
warmest, softest places to 
nap (who can blame them?) 
and might just curl up in a crib 
without meaning any harm, 
but fluffy suffocation is not the 
feline intent. 

Cling to old animal adages 
at your peril. Someone might 
call you stubborn as a horse. 

A 2008 report in England 
showed mules are much 
smarter than their equine 
counterparts. Researchers test-
ed mules, horses and donkeys 
by marking food buckets with 

different symbols. The animals 
had to pick the right pail to get 
the grub. Mules outperformed 
both horses and donkeys. 

Calmer than horses under 
fire, mules were bred to carry 
packs in World War I. And experts 
at www.ultimatehorsesite.com 
concede that mules, when 
perceived as stubborn, are likely 
being smarter than their handlers. 

One last thing to chew 
on: Something “scarcer than 
hen’s teeth” is indeed very 
rare. Toothless cluckers need 
to keep grit in their gizzard so 
they can grind down grain. But 
in 2006, researchers reported 
being able to grow teeth in a 
chicken — a scientific break-
through that offers hope to 
scar victims in need of tissue 
regeneration. Thankfully, the 
study didn’t say anything about 
replacing dentures. 

If that thought leaves 
a bad taste in your mouth, 
maybe you’d rather just cuddle 
with your dog and give him 
a smooch. His mouth isn’t 
cleaner than yours, but his 
loyalty is no myth. u

By Susan Koomar
Susan Koomar is an award-
winning writer who always
has a lint brush handy to
swipe the stray fur of her dog,
Boo Boo, and cat, Lucky Boy. 

shutterstock 

http://www.ultimatehorsesite.com
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alumni pet gallery 
When we asked alumni for photos of their pets 
to include in this issue, we were rewarded with a 
menagerie of replies. Thank you for your great response. Your interest 

confirms what we thought: NCC people are crazy in love with their pets. Flip through the 

next few pages and see for yourself. 

In the photo above Lauren Fiadino ’06’s dogs Harlow and Gemini are enjoying some pool time “because dogs need 
weekends, too!” Gemini (the pomeranian) is a celebrity. Earlier this year he was featured on a billboard promoting 
NCC’s veterinary technician program. 
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Keri Buss ’08 
This picture is of Aiden, my favor-
ite animal in the whole world. My 
boyfriend and I raised him from a 
puppy. Aiden is also an NCC gradu-
ate from puppy kindergarten! We 
just celebrated his sixth birthday 
this May. He loves to go for walks 
and swims whenever possible. He is 
an all-around wonderful dog and a 
best friend! 

Tina L. Salgado ’03
These are the newest additions 
to our family: Stubby and Hazel. 
They are Pembroke Welsh corgis. 
Stubbie was the first to arrive and 
then he needed a friend. 

Jessica Allen ’07 
I would love to see my little Yorkie, Finnegan, grace the pages of NCC 
magazine. Finnegan turned 1 this year and he is Mr. Personality. With an 
insatiable curiosity and desire to be everyone’s pal, Finnegan is just a 
lovable guy. Although the Elvis get-up is not his everyday wear, this photo is 
a perfect example of what a character he is and how he keeps me smiling. 

Tina M. Yazzie ’05 
Our Alaskan malamutes, Tacy and Kodi, enjoying the 
freshly fallen snow. 
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Windy Alonso ’07
I couldn’t resist sending in a picture 
of my little rottweiler puppy, Jade. 
I’ve attached a picture that was 
taken after her first day of doggy 
daycare. She was exhausted ... as 
you can tell from the picture! 

Betty Johnson ’96
Meet Harley, our 5-year-old apri-
cot- colored poodle. Harley is very 
spoiled and he sure does know it. 
He is a smart one, too. 

Melisa Cobb ’90 
& James Cobb ’95 
Meeko, a Chinese crested 
hairless. He has an at-
titude, but we love him 
anyway! 

Lauri Granat ’06 & Mustafah Abdulaziz ’07
    “Ammo” pit bull/boxer mix 
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Lori Sergent ’02
Chelsea is my first adopted cat and was adopted from the SPCA. Chelsea is 
12 and likes to follow me everywhere, loves to sit on my lap and sleeps right 
next to me every night. She is the big sis to Cocoa and always shows it; I call 
her the princess of the house. I just adore both of my cats!
Cocoa is 7 and was adopted through Peaceable Kingdom. She is very 

shy around other people but is very loving around us (but on her terms). Her 
favorite thing to do is eat, and she is very vocal! 

PattieCaprio ’99
This wild grouse actually 
adopted me last year when 
hunting season started. She 
stayed close to the pine trees 
where I live. I began talk-
ing to her and one day she 
jumped on my lap. I never 
kept her in captivity nor did 
I ever feed her. She belongs 
in the wild. I was blessed 
that she trusted me as her 
friend. It is not every day 

you can connect with a wild animal such as “Fouchia,” 
the name I chose for her. 

Beth Corroda ’90 
My husband and I currently have three basset hounds. 
Lucky is our oldest girl; she is about 9. Bailey, my boy, 
will be 5 in October. Our latest family member is Mr. 
Buzby. We rescued him in October ’08. He will be one 
next week. The rest of our family is composed of three 
box turtles, Timmy, Trixie and Twinkles. That’s our little 
family. We certainly have animal love! 

Joan 
Tomino ’75 
Here’s a picture of 
my dogs Charley (rat 
terrier) and Stimpy 
(shih tzu mix). 

Anne Garbush ’05
  Myou

  Emma 
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Thomas Christian ’01 

Robin Fritsch ’91 
This is a picture of our lovely golden retriever, Bella. 
Bella is 3 years old and is the love of my husband Jim’s 
life. She never strays too far from us and is always there 
to offer a cold nose, a kiss or to run away with your 
shoe or sock! 

Pa Korp ’09
This is a photo of our shelties, and they are (l-r) Rox-
anne, Rascal and Disney. They are not related to each 
other. Rascal is the baby of the group at 2. They play 
together all the time and do figure eights in our back 
yard, racing around the pool and gazebo as though they 
are in the Pocono 500. 

Kristy Miller ’09
This is Ginger, the greatest 
little girl in the whole world. 
Her favorite holiday is Christ-
mas, and this photo was taken 
while she was waiting for 
Santa Claus. 

Zoey 

29
�
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Amanda Wieder ’99 
Our four cats are loved dearly and 
are a special part of our family. 
Sadly, though, we unexpectedly lost 
one of our cats in July due to a UTI 
and blocked bladder. You never truly 
realize how much you love an animal 
and how they are a part of your fam-
ily and everyday life until they are 
gone. We truly do miss our Sherbert. 

Barbara Reese Yager ’77
I have a farm in Fort Mill, S.C. I 
have three horses and four dogs. I 
also rescue dogs in the southeast 
through the Airedale Rescue Group. 

Christy L. Bisher ’04
My boyfriend of 10 years, Robert, and I have a gorgeous 
domestic shorthair, whom I named Salomon (after a 
sporting company and a character from TV). My brother 
found Salomon in a tree when he was only a few months 
old. At the time, my mom had four cats and had refused 
to accept another, so Bob and I, having only one year 
until we graduated from high school, were able to con-
vince his mom to let Salomon live there. 
He was so adorable when he was little. He looked 

like a frizzy-haired black fox (sort of like he stuck his 
paw in an electrical outlet). He’s 9 years old now, and 
he’s grown into the most handsome kitty. Bob calls him 
our dog because he’ll come when he’s called and acts 
just like a pup. Hopefully, you’ll enjoy this picture as 
much as we have. 

Sherbert Mr. Marvin 

Alfred Sandy 

Deborah Ann Lamson ’95 
I am such an animal lover that I wrote and illustrated 
a children’s book called DO ANIMALS PRAY? You 
can find it at xlibris.com bookstore! My beloved dog 
Dexter would fold his paws before going to sleep. This 
book was a dedication to him. He was the greatest 
dog ever! I now have a beautiful golden malamute 
named Gideon, who is a great big lovebug! 
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Dawn Mast ’93 
Misty goes in and out of our doggie 
door whenever she wants. She also 
loves to talk to us. When we talk, she meows back like 
she understands. 
Codee loves to chase Misty around the house, usu-

ally about 2 a.m. Codee is an athletic dog who loves to 
go through agility tunnels. 
Petey is our long-haired black and white dog. He 

does not like the car, but he loves his backyard swimming 
pool. I have to refill it every day for him and he barks at 
me until I do it. Petey loves water so much that he sticks 
his head in his water dish. He also loves to dig and helps 
me dig holes for all my plants. If I start, he pushes me 
away and finishes the hole. He does a good job, too. 

Jeanette Rosiek ’93 
Here is a photo of TurBo (l) 
and Jack (r) Rosiek. Mommy 
is Jeanette M. Rosiek ’93, 
Funeral Service Educa-
tion graduate. Grandmom 
is Sharon L. Rosiek ’82, 
Medical Lab Tech graduate. 
Jeanette, TurBo and Jack 
now reside in Peoria, Ariz. 

Jennifer Juhasz ’94 
Just wanted to submit photos of my pet for the fall is-
sue. His name is BB. He’s a sphynx cat (hairless breed) 
and he’s 3 years old. I thought it might be an interesting 
submission since sphynx are kind of rare. They make awe-
some pets, have a terrific disposition and remind you of a 
cross between a monkey and a dog. 

Codee 

Debbie Spero ’71
Here is a photo of our 5-year-old 
cocker spaniel, Louie. He is a great 
dog who loves to go on walks and 
spend time with us. His favorite ac-
tivity is playing ball. We really enjoy 
him so much! 

Misty 

Petey 

Sariann Knerr ’84 
Here’s my cat, Patches, 
who has an affinity for 
boxes. He’s 8 years old. 
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David T. Evans ’88 
My dog’s name is Ester, and she was abandoned on our 
front porch when she was just a few months old. I took 
her in and over the last year we worked through her is-
sues of abandonment. She greatly helped me through the 
loss of my own mother just 9 months later. Today, she is a 
very happy dog who just loves to run and play and show 
loads of affection. Thanks so much for this opportunity to 
share my thoughts on my beloved pet dog, Ester. 

Davyda DeSimone ’05
About 5 years ago, we rescued Gigabyte (pit bull/lab-
rador mix). He was only 11 weeks old and sitting in a 
shelter with his sister. He has turned out to be the sweet-
est, most gentle dog. 
He has provided our 
family with some great 
laughs and a shoulder 
to cry on, not to men-
tion a buddy to cuddle 
with when you’re 
lonely at night. We are 
very thankful that we 
found him. 

Jennifer Marks ’07 
This is Bear. He is one of our two rotties. When he was 
6 months old, he had a total hip replacement; later, 
he had a horrible skin condition; and just a couple of 
months ago, his meniscus shattered and was removed. 
He was also just diagnosed with terrible arthritis. He 
is 4 years old and our baby. He loves walking, swim-
ming, and sleeping at Grandma and Grandpa’s. In a few 

months, Bear will be 
cuddling with a new 
addition to the family! 

Nancy Yannuzzi ’78
My favorite decoration for Christmas is Cat! u

check out www.northampton.edu/alumni for more alumni pet submissions. 

Monica 
Thomas ’08 
Here are my cats, 
Oliver and Madison, 
the best two cats any-
one could ask for! 

Victoria 
Gergar ’08
Here is a picture for 
the “animal lovers” 
magazine issue! 

Connie 
Lewis ’94 
Brandy is a 1-year-old 
cockapoo who keeps us 
on our toes. 
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What’s the 
best dog for 
you? 

Dr. Charles Rinehimer, 

associate professor of biology 


(and a vet) offers some suggestions.
�

Are you ... a homebody who likes reading, 
watching TV, renting movies, etc.? You may not be a runner 
or gym member, but you like to take walks? Then 
consider ... a basset hound, maybe a bull mastiff if 
you want a big dog. 

Are you ... very active, sports-oriented? Always run-
ning from activity to activity, planning something different 
every weekend? Then consider ... a border collie, 
Portuguese water dog, sheltie or golden retriever. 

Are you ... fashionable and elegant, with never a hair 
out of place or on the carpet? Then consider ... a 
Maltese, bichon or havanese. 

Are you ... unconventional, easy-going, not concerned 
with appearances, don’t like a lot of rules and restrictions; 
aren’t bothered by a little clutter at home and you love 
nature? Then consider ... a Labrador retriever. 

Are you ... a recently widowed senior living alone? 
Then consider ... a King Charles spaniel, older 
dachshund or a mature sheltie. 

Are you ... a young active family with preschool kids 
and their playmates at home? Then consider ... 
a golden retriever or beagle. 

Are you... a young professional couple living in a city 
apartment? Then consider ... a pomeranian or 
bichon for her, a French bulldog for him. 

Are you ... a middle-age empty-nester who likes to 
take day trips and occasional weekends away? Then 
consider ... a calm lab or golden, or a sheltie if you 
want something smaller. 

Are you ... an animal lover who has trouble walking, 
seeing or hearing? Then consider ... a specially 
trained German shepherd, lab or golden. u

Editors’ Note: If the capitalization of the breeds mentioned 
in this magazine look odd to you, don’t send us to the dog-
house. Check the dictionary. They’re correct. Really. Learn 
something? We did too! 

Teachers’ Pets Pose 
for a Calendar 

It certainly wasn’t a typical 
photo shoot. The models var-
ied — some were scruffy, a few 
drooled, and most of them stuck 
their tongues out. 

Lipkin Theatre, the biology labs in 
Penn Hall, the Fitness Center, even Presi-
dent Scott’s office were commandeered as 
backdrops for the four-legged models. 

NCC’s Main Campus went to the 
dogs last spring — literally — when 29 dogs were photographed for a spe-
cial calendar. The dogs belong to NCC faculty and staff who were eager 
to show off their furry family members for a good cause: a fundraiser for 
NCC’s student chapter of the National Association of Veterinary Technicians 
in America (NAVTA). 

Donna Acerra, associate professor of speech communications, and 
Mario Acerra, professor of communications/theatre, donated their time and 
talents to the creation of the calendar. 

“I thought we’d have a room full of dogs growling and sniffing one 
another, but they must have been listening to their owners’ instructions to 
behave that day,” Donna says of the shoot, which took place last fall. 

Some of the centerfolds include a dog named Caesar, posing on the 
set of last fall’s production of Julius Caesar, and a bichon-poodle mix named 
Autumn, photographed outside of Penn Hall with a scarecrow. 

The 16-month calendar started in September 2009 and 
goes through 2010. Priced at $8, it can be purchased at 
NCC bookstores at both the Main and Monroe campuses 
and the Fowler Family Southside Center or from any vet-
erinary technician student. If you’re looking for a gift that’s 
sure to be a hit, you may want to fetch one. u

photos by mario acerra 
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accounting 
1987 Susan Shook of 
Hellertown is a staff 
accountant at NCC. 

2009 Jeanette Osorio 
of Bethlehem is employed 
at CIGNA Group Insurance 
in Bethlehem. She has two 
daughters, Alysha and Alexis. 

advertising Design 
1989 Cheryl Gregory 
of Bethlehem received a 
bachelor’s degree from
Kutztown University. 

Business 
administration 
1982 Tammy Curcio is 
the assistant to the control-
ler at the Moravian Church 
North Province in Bethle-
hem. She and her husband 
Anthony live in Bethlehem
and have two children, Nich-
olas and Kasilee. 

2009 Sandra Dunne of 
Pocono Lake is a realtor at 
BrokersRealty.com. 

Business 
Management 
1990 John Hanna is 
the President and COO 
of Fromm Electric Supply
in Reading. He and his wife,
Teresa, live in Reinholds and 
have two children, Derek 
and Mackenzie. 

1993 Phyllis Kimberly 

Milnes of Northampton is a
troop administrative manager
for the Pennsylvania State
Police in Bethlehem. 

2001 amy Beck of 
Stroudsburg is a sales plan-
ning manager at sanofi-
pasteur in Swiftwater. She 
received a bachelor’s degree
from DeSales University and
later earned a CPA. 

2003 linda Druweay of 
Whitehall is a finance office 
assistant in NCC’s bookstore. 
She received a bachelor’s 
degree from Peirce College. 

2004 lisa Senick of 
Bethlehem is a project ac-
countant at The Norwood 
Company in Allentown. She 
received a bachelor’s degree 
from DeSales University 
this year. 

2008 Debra frang of 
Coplay is employed at Fisher
Clinical Services. 

2009 Sara Hendershot 
of Easton is a billing special-
ist at Helping Hands Medical
Supply in Allentown. 

2009 Barry Saturen 
of Bethlehem received a 
bachelor’s degree from
Millersville University. 

Commercial art 
1973 Pat Temarantz-

Mickowski of Bethlehem is 
a therapy dog field tester and 
an AKC canine good citizen
evaluator. She participates in
dog obedience shows with
her two standard poodles and
lhasa apso. Pat is also a pro-
fessional photographer. 

Communication 
Studies 
2007 Natalia Brophy of 

Bethlehem is a writer/blog-
ger at Google. 

Computer Graphics 
1999 Patricia Caprio 
of Pocono Pines is the owner 
of Caprio Graphic Design. 

Computer 
Information 
Technology-
Networking 
2008 Daniel Palmieri 
of Bartonsville is a network 
operations administrator at
PenTeleData in Palmerton. 

Criminal Justice 
1993 addirys lugo-

Log on to www.northampton.edu/alumni to find out more. 
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Bermudez of Bethlehem is 
the assistant director of admis-
sions at NCC. She received 
a bachelor’s degree from 
Kutztown University and is 
pursing a master’s degree from 
DeSales University. 

Culinary arts 
1994 anne Coleman of 
Bethlehem is currently con-
tracted to develop recipes for 

Walt Disney Internet Group. 
She is also a food photogra-
pher for Family.com. Anne 
and her husband have been 
married for 20 years and have
seven children. 

2003 Nicole Clarkson of 
Henryville decorates cakes in 

the bakery department at Weis 
Markets in Stroudsburg. 

Data Processing 
1969 John Mathious of 
Mays Landing, N.J. received 
bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Farleigh Dick-
inson University. He works 
in fine art with oils and wa-
tercolors focusing on still life
and landscapes. 

1970 Marie Matyas of 
Allentown is retired from 
Lucent Technologies. She 
received a bachelor’s degree 
from Muhlenberg College 
and a master’s degree from 
Stevens Institute. 

1971 Barry Weiner of 
Bethlehem is the President/
CEO of the Allentown Federal 
Credit Union. 

1973 Bonny MacIntire 
of Easton is a programmer/
analyst at Berkheimer Out-
sourcing in Bangor. She also 
received a general education
degree from NCC. 

1982 Douglas Smith of 
Hellertown received a bache-
lor’s degree from Penn State 
and a master’s degree from 
DeSales University. He has 
one child named Kyle. 

1984 Michelle Parks is a 
programmer/analyst at Inger-
soll Rand Co. in Carmel, Ind. 
She and her husband Lee live 
in Indianapolis, Ind. and have
three children: Shawn, Lauren 
and Chad. 

Dental Hygiene 
1994 Jennifer (fretz) 
Juhasz of Hellertown works 
at the dental office of Dr. Hal 
Bergeron in Clinton, N.J. 

2001 Melinda Bar-
tholomew of Bethlehem is a 
dental hygienist at Beautiful 
Smiles in Quakertown. 

Design Tech/CaD 
1991 Raymond Reppert 
of Allentown is a construc-
tion administrator at MKSD 
Architects. 

Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography 
2008 Jessica Cowley 

of Pen Argyl is a registered 
diagnostic medical sonogra-
pher at St. Luke’s Hospital 
and Health Network in 
Bethlehem. 

Early Childhood 
1999 amanda Wieder of 
Catasauqua and her husband, 

Scott, are the proud parents of
Alyson Ann, who was born on 
April 2. They also have anoth-
er daughter, Arica, who is 5. 

2006 angela Britton 
of Beach Lake received a 

bachelor’s degree in early 
childhood/elementary educa-
tion from East Stroudsburg 
University this May. 

2007 Danielle Ogden and 
Christopher Matos of East
Stroudsburg were married on 
May 16 at the Stroudsmoor
Country Inn in Stroudsburg. 

2008 Hope farrell of 
New Castle is a preschool
teacher at the New Castle 
Community YMCA. 

Education 
1973 Dennis feeley of 
Bethlehem, a partner in the
law firm of Cohen & Feeley, 
P.C., was awarded the 2009 
Service Award by the Penn-
sylvania Association for Jus-
tice in recognition of his work
this year on behalf of the
organization. He graduated 

magna cum laude from Penn
State, and is also a graduate of
the Temple University School 
of Law. 

1975 Barbara Weaver of 
Nazareth is a preschool teach-
er at NCC’s childcare center. 
She received a bachelor’s 
degree in early childhood and
elementary education at East
Stroudsburg University. 

2003 felipe Claudio 
of Worcester, Mass. is the 
assistant director of alumni 
affairs at Clark University 
in Worcester. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Atlan-
tic Union College. 

2005 Tina Yazzie-
Schaffer of Catasauqua
received a bachelor’s degree 
from DeSales University
last year. 

2007 Martha larkin of 
Bethlehem recently received a 
degree in secondary education
social studies at Moravian 
College. She enjoyed her 

continued on page 37 

http://www.Family.com


  

  

    

 
    

                   
           

      

    
   
   

  
  
    
    

    
    
   
   
   

    
 

   
     
   
    

     

   
    
     
   
   
    

   
  

     
   
  
    
     

     
   

    
   

    
   

   
     
    
  

   
  

   
 
  

   
   
   
   

  
    
   
  
    

     

    
      

 
  

    
   
   
    
   

    
   
    
  

     
   

   
    
   
  

  
    
    
   
  
    

    

   
 

   
    
   
     
    
    
  

    
   

     

Tara Fetzer ’06 alumNi prOfile 

HOOvES, FEATHERSOR FUR 

A veterinarian’s passion    By James L. Johnson ’89 

Tara Fetzer with Mickey (left photo). The dachshund has a disc disease so he was fitted with a specialized cart, 
allowing him to walk. At right, Fetzer examines a pet turtle. 

Some of uS don’t 
realize our true 
calling until far into 
adulthood. Some, like 
Tara Fetzer, recognize 
early on what they are 
meant to do. Of course, 
not everyone has had the 
good advice of a polar 
bear to guide them.
“I can pinpoint the 

exact moment I knew 
I would be involved in 
veterinary medicine,” 
says the 2006 Northamp-
ton grad. “It was in fifth 
grade, while we were 
reading Andy Bear: a Po-
lar Cub Grows Up at the 

Zoo. I remember thinking 
how amazing it would be 
to have a career where I 
could help animals every 
day.” That same day, 
Fetzer called a college to 
ask about its veterinary 
technician program. She 
was 12 then. Her love of 
animals has only deepened 
since. “veterinary medi-
cine is my niche,” she 
says. “It’s what I was put 
on this earth to do.” 
Fetzer is a proud 

NCC vet tech alumna. Her 
passion for animals led 
her on to Delaware valley 
College for her bachelor’s 

degree in large animal 
science. Now, she is in her 
second year at the North 
Carolina State Univer-
sity College of veterinary 
Medicine, studying for 
her doctor of veterinary 
medicine degree. 
Applying to NCSU 

was an unnerving experi-
ence. The United States 
has just 29 veterinary 
schools, and each year, 
approximately 15,000 stu-
dents apply for less than 
2,600 seats. “The statistics 
were very intimidating,” 
Fetzer says. But not only 
did she clear the hurdle to 

gain admission, she did it 
on her first try and at her 
first-choice school. 
Throughout her life, 

Fetzer and her family have 
raised dogs, cats, ham-
sters, mice, guinea pigs, 
birds, ducks and just about 
anything else with feathers 
or fur and warm blood. 
(Fetzer jokes that their 
house was known as the 
“Fetzer Farm”.) Growing 
up in a home where pets 
“were never just pets,” 
but family members, it’s 
no surprise the future Dr. 
Fetzer chose the profes-
sion she did. 
When asked about 

her ideal job, Fetzer says 
she would spend half her 
time working with small 
animals, including small 
exotics, and the other half 
with dairy cows and small 
ruminants. 
But she knows the 

veterinary profession 
holds many options. “I 
seem to learn more and 
more each day,” Fetzer 
says. “It is a very strange 
feeling to finally be here 
after so many years of 
planning and working 
hard. There just are not 
enough words to describe 
how happy I am.” u

36 NCC l fall 2009 PHOTOS BY WENDY SAvAGE, NC STATE UNIvERSITY 
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continued from page 35 

student teaching assignments
at Easton Area Middle School 
and Dieruff High School in 
Allentown. Martha, who is 
employed at Lehigh Univer-
sity in the community choices
program, began a master’s 
program in special education
at Lehigh University. 

Electronics 
Technology 
1973 frank Bedics of Ra-
leigh, N.C. received a BSEE 
from Penn State University.
He is an application engineer
at Siemens Energy, Inc. in 
Wendell, N.C. 

1976 Michael Hahn is a 
systems engineer at Andesa 
Services, Inc. in Allentown. 
He received a bachelor’s de-
gree from Moravian College.
Michael and his wife, Karen, 
live in Northampton. 

2004 Brad Britland 
of Perkasie is a project
manager at Schering-Plough
in Summit, N.J. 

Engineering 
2002 Ryan Colahan 
of Philadelphia received a 
bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Notre Dame 
and is pursuing a master’s 
degree from the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

funeral Service 
1990 David Sefcik is a 
funeral director at the Sell-
Herron Funeral Home in 
Allentown. He and his wife, 
Alicia, live in Coopersburg 
and have two children, Jessica 
and Andrew. 
2002 Kevin Wallaesa of 
Nazareth is a funeral director 
at the Strunk Funeral Home 
in Easton. 

General Education 
1975 Juan Martinez is 
a senior bank examiner at 
the New York State Banking 
Department. He and his wife,
Saida, live in Easton. 

1976 Edward Dobrowol-
ski of Chester, va. is a sys-
tems programmer at Northrop
Grumman. 

1976 francis “Butch” 
Macri is the owner of 
Macri & Associates in Beth-
lehem. Butch is a member 
of NCC’s Alumni Board. 
He and his wife, Susie, 
live in Bethlehem. 

1978 allan Wright is a 
self-employed architect. He
received a bachelor’s degree 
from the Pratt Institute in New 
York. Allan and his wife, Jen-
nifer, live in Wakefield, Mass. 
with their children, Emily
and Benjamin. 

1986 Nancy Brown of 
Washington, N.J. is a senior 
project analyst at Merrill
Lynch in Pennington, N.J. 

1985 John Kocer of 
Ranson, W.va. is an author, 
speaker and recording art-
ist. He co-produced his first
CD, “Faithful,” in which he 
wrote the words and music, 
played 6 and 12 string guitars,
and provided all of the lead
and background vocals. John
received a bachelor’s degree 
from Kutztown University. 

1986 Shelly Christman 
of Nazareth received bachelor’s 
degrees from Kutztown Univer-
sity and Lafayette College. 

General Studies 
1992 Marie Braxmeier 
of Hellertown is a 4th grade 

teacher at Sacred Heart 
School in Bethlehem. She 
enjoys her three grandpugs,
Murry, Gus and Buddy. 

2005 Matthew Benko is an 
aircraft weapons mechanic 
for the Air National Guard in 
Willow Grove. He received a 
bachelor’s degree from Mora-
vian College and is pursuing a
master’s degree in education 
at West Chester University. 

2005 Charles Vail of 
Easton is a senior specialist 
in global equity markets at
Broadcort Registered Invest-
ment Advisor Services in Jer-
sey City, N.J. 

2006 louis Groff of 
Bethlehem received a bach-
elor’s degree from Kutztown 
University and is pursing a
doctorate from Clemson Uni-
versity. 

2006 Christina Hag-
gerty of East Stroudsburg 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in nursing from East Strouds-
burg University this year. 

Journalism 
2004 Kris Porter of 
Easton is a writer with the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Busi-
ness Journal. She recently in-
terviewed Emeril Lagasse at 
the opening of his restaurant, 
Emeril’s Chop House, at the 
Sands Casino in Bethlehem. 

She has also interviewed Bar-
bara Walters and Governor 
Rendell. 

Kitchen/Bath Design 
2006 Stephen Danner 
of Nazareth is a manager of
systems development at Tech 
Conveyor, Inc. in Phillips-
burg, N.J. 

liberal arts 
1994 Erica ackerman 
of Whitehall is a wardrobe 
attendant at the Sands Ca-
sino in Bethlehem. She 
received a bachelor’s degree 
from Kutztown University. 

2001 Wendy abrantes 
of Bethlehem, a sociology
instructor at NCC, received 
a bachelor’s degree from 
Lafayette College and a
master’s degree from Lehigh 
University. 

Paralegal 
2004 Christy Bisher of 
Easton works for the president
of a local real estate devel-
oper. After graduation from 
NCC, she worked for an at-
torney in the city of Easton
for four years. She has one
“child,” a domestic shorthair 
named Salomon. 

Practical Nursing 
2007 Tiffany Hein of 
Northampton is a licensed
practical nurse at LifePath,
Inc. in Bethlehem. She has a 
son, Tyler. 

Radio/TV 
1989 Timothy Panovec 
of Charlotte, N.C. is a web 
manager at Time Warner 
Cable Media Sales. 

1995 frank Tiedeman of 

continued on page 39 



  

 

  

    
   

   
     
    
     
    
   
  

 
  

  
   

    
   

   
   

     
      
     

      
   

  
    
   
   

     
      
   

     
    
     
    

   
   

   
    
  

    
    
    
   

   
    
   
     
     
  
 

  
   
   

   
   
    
    
   

   
     
     
   

   

   
    
   

   
    

    
    

   
    
    
    
   
    
    

  
      

    
  

   
  

   
  
  

  

  
  
   

  
 

    
   
     

   

         

Anne Garbush ’05 alumNi prOfile 

GROOMING
	
MOBILEpet 
That’s how she rolls.   By Cynthia Tintorri 

Anne with her miniature schnauzer, Myou, in the grooming van. 

it waS a dream that 
brought Anne Garbush to 
Northampton — the dream 
of owning her own dog spa. 
She already had a degree 
and had, in fact, worked as 
a school counselor for over 
20 years before entering 
the veterinary technician 
program here. 
Garbush was in 

Okinawa, Japan, working 
for the Department of 
Defense in a school for 
American kids, when the 
9/11 attacks occurred. “It 
suddenly struck me just 

how far from home I was, 
and I wanted to be by my 
family. I had traveled a lot 
in my life, and I wanted to 
come home,” she says.
Garbush had been 

dreaming for a while of 
opening a pet boarding 
facility and doggie day 
spa. “I didn’t think it was 
OK for me to tell people I 
could take excellent care 
of their pets unless I knew 
what I was doing,” she 
says, “so I applied to the 
vet tech program and was 
accepted.” 

While going to school 
at NCC, Garbush also 
became certified in pet 
grooming, so she would be 
knowledgeable when hiring 
groomers for her spa. But 
before she could realize the 
dream of opening her spa, 
Garbush came across an 
offer she couldn’t refuse. 
A woman who was selling 
her business made Garbush 
a deal on a mobile groom-
ing van, and Anne’s Out & 
About Mobile Grooming 
was born. 
Garbush’s vet tech 

training was “the most 
challenging thing I’ve ever 
done, but so rewarding.” 
She believes it definitely 
helps her be a better 
groomer. “If the dog has 
medical conditions, I’m a 

veterinary nurse and can 
cater to the dog. I recog-
nize when a dog is getting 
stressed. Some dogs need 
to be medicated before 

grooming, and I understand 
the effects of medication so 
I can monitor them.” 
The dream of a 

doggie spa is still alive, 
and Garbush hopes to find 
a property near the Sands 
Casino for people who 
come to visit with their 
pets and want their dogs 
well taken care of while 
they site-see or gamble. 
She already has a name 
in mind: Anne’s Inn: the 
Doghouse. (Anne’s Out 
& About is a play on that 
name.) She plans to offer 
daycare, overnight board-
ing, a physical recreation 
facility with treadmills 
and a walking track. 
Services will include 
massage and acupunc-
ture/acupressure and, of 

course, grooming. 
For now, Garbush 

enjoys her business and 
its benefits: “Doggie 
kisses!” u

“vet tech training was 
the most challenging thing 

I’ve ever done, but so 
rewarding.” 

38 NCC l fall 2009 PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUx 
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continued from page 37 events, assisting in the spe-
cial events and institutional 
advancement areas at NCC, 
and a DeSales social outreach 
internship. 

Theatre 
2005 Brian Mayers of 
Hope Mills, N.C., has been 
performing with the Arts 
Council. He played Joseph at 
an Easter cantata and finished 

Bethlehem is a partner at [K] the role of Mr. Green in the 
Studios in Allentown. musical “Clue.” Brian has 

been interviewed on the radio 
Radiography for his work as a playwright 
1991 Holly friedman and is fine-tuning a play for 
of Bethlehem is employed publication. 
at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia. Veterinary 

Technology 
Special Ed 2003 Julie Stranger of 
Paraeducation Hanover is a veterinary tech-
2007 anna Costalas of nician at the Neurologic and
Walnutport works in the local Rehabilitation Center. 
elementary school as a parae-
ducator professional. At NCC 2008 Nicole Domyan 
she maintained a 3.7 GPA and Andrew Zimmers of 
while working full time and Freemansburg were married 
caring for her family. Anna last year at Packer Memorial
says, “I was so impressed Chapel of Lehigh University
with my classes at NCC that in Bethlehem. Nicole is a 
my youngest son has decided certified veterinary technician
to attend NCC as well.” at Thoreau veterinary Center 

and The Puppy Palace. u
2007 Christina Reimer 
of Northampton is an associ-
ate teacher/autistic support at Log on today www. 

Colonial IU 20 in Easton. northampton.edu/alumni 

to share your story. 

Sport Management 
2007 Brandy Barbera 
of Bethlehem received a 
bachelor’s degree in com-
munication with a focus on 
sports and event planning
from DeSales University this
year. She graduated magna 
cum laude and also received 
the Excellence in Communi-
cation Award. While at De-
Sales, Brandy completed four
internships, working with
DeSales University on its
golf tournament and special 

NCC helps animal 
owners feed their pets 
page 14 

MemORiam 

Dayleen Barnowski died in June after a long illness. Active in Girl 
Scouts and in the arts, she came to NCC from Nazareth Area Senior High 
School to earn an associate degree in general studies. Her father, Tom, is 
director of corporate and public safety education at the College. 

Tom Breslauer, a Holocaust survivor who spoke at NCC and elsewhere 
about his experiences in Nazi Germany, died in May at the age of 92. He 
ended all his talks with the following message: “Don’t ever hate no matter 
who or what they are or what they’ve done. Have respect for human life. And 
don’t ever smoke.” 

Cheryl Eastman died in May. A graduate of NCC’s licensed practical 
nursing program, she worked at New Seasons Assisted Living, Eastwood 
Nursing Home and Easton Hospital. 

Edward Ellston who taught computer science at NCC before retiring, 
passed away in August. In his spare time, he used his technical proficiency 
to reconfigure computers for donation to needy families. 

Sylvia Fehnel passed away in August. An employee of Martin Guitar 
Company for more than 32 years, she served on the company’s charitable 
foundation and was a valued supporter of NCC. 

John Fischel passed away on Sept. 28 at the age of 92. A founding 
member of Northampton’s Board of Trustees, Jack was a successful busi-
nessman, an avid traveler and outdoorsman, a devoted family man and 
Mason, and a dog-lover. 

John Gore Jr. passed away in June. Jack worked as a security guard at 
NCC after retiring from the New Jersey State Police. 

Michael Payran ‘03 lost his life in a motor vehicle accident on June 
14. He majored in engineering at NCC. 

Patricia Paul ’93 passed away on May 12. Patricia earned an associ-
ate applied science degree in registered nursing at NCC. She was employed 
at Easton Hospital. 

Joseph Scialabba died suddenly in August, just prior to starting his 
freshman year at NCC, where he intended to major in physics. He was a 
graduate of Pocono Mountain East High School. u

TOP CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/RIGHT PHOTO BY THOMAS SHILLEA, ITALIAN GREYHOUND, ENZO fall 2009 l NCC 39 



  

  

    

  

  
  

  
   
   

   
    

 
   
   
   

    
    
   
     

   
  
   

 
   
     
    

   
   
    

   
     
     
   
     
   
    
    

    
     
  

   
  

   
   

  
   
  
    

 
  

    
    
      

     
    
   
    

    
   

   
   
   
    

    
     
     
   

  
   
   
   
  
  

   
    
  
   
  

 
     

           
   

   

Karen ’74 & Tim Brady ’76 DoNOr prOfile 

MEMORIES
	
happy 
Growing up with pets.  


Tim and Karen Brady walk their dogs, Dottie, a dalmation, and 
Topaz, a golden retriever. 

Karen and tim Brady 
love Northampton as
much as they have loved
the animals in their lives. 
Unlike their pets, the
College doesn’t jump into 
bed with them or lick them 
on the face, but they say
NCC has added richness to 
their lives in many ways.
Like their pets, the College
has been a central part of
their lives through thick
and thin. 
Karen, the manager 

of technology projects 
for NCC’s computer 
services department, has 
worked on campus since 
earning her data process-
ing degree at Northampton 
in 1974. Tim served as 
Northampton’s assistant 
director of facilities and 
public safety until his 
retirement in 2007 after 
26 years. The couple first 
met at Northampton in the 
late 1980s when Karen 
agreed to stay late in order 

to provide network imple-
mentation training for 
College staff working the 
night shift.

“We discovered that 
we had a lot in common 
besides the fact that we 
both loved NCC.” Their 
mutual love for animals 
came out in their earliest 
conversations. 
Tim’s first dog when 

he was a child, a beagle, 
was hit by a car and 
killed. Two months later, 
Tim went to the pet store 
and spent his childhood 
savings, all $25, for a 
beagle puppy. “She was 
a wonderful part of our 
family and lived to be 
14,” he says.
When she was a girl

growing up in Bethle-
hem, Karen had a collie
mix. “She would chase us 
while we were sledding
down the street. If she 
caught anyone, you really
had to hang on to your
gloves,” Karen remembers.
“Though she was our dog,
she was a friend of all the 
kids in the neighborhood.”
Now the Bradys share

their Bethlehem Town-
ship home with two dogs,
Dottie, a dalmation, and
Topaz, a golden retriever; 
and three cats, Mulligan,
Munchkin and Jazz. 

During trips to the 
veterinarian’s office over 
the years, the Bradys 
always noticed the special 
commitment and care 
provided by the veterinary 
technicians who were 
graduates of the NCC vet 
Tech program.
“Caring for animals 

is special,” says Karen. 
“They cannot tell you when 
they are ill or what hurts. 
It takes a special person to 
work with them when they 
are in this state.” 
As a result, Karen and 

Tim started the Karen and 
Tim Brady scholarship en-
dowment to support NCC 
vet Tech students. “We 
hope that by supporting 
our vet tech students that, 
ultimately, we will bring a 
better life to the pets they 
treat and, in return, to the 
humans who they share 
their lives with. 
“We started the en-

dowment because we very 
strongly believe in the 
mission of Northampton 
Community College. 
We’ve both worked here 
all our lives, and we 
know what wonderful 
things this college does,” 
says Karen. u
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Before We Go reflEctiON 

The author’s best friends, twin girls, Chandra and Mayze Belle, after 
a morning of hard play. 

Some people, hearing 
that I’m a cat lover, make 
a leap to pigeonhole that
love and assume I am not a 
dog lover. So, to clarify: I 
am a dyed-in-the-fur lover
of all four-footed (and even 
two-footed-with-wings)
fellow earth-born beings.
But it is fair to say

my “animal of choice”
is, and has always been,
the domestic cat. I can’t 
remember a time not 
being surrounded by feline
friends. My childhood
home always had cats, lots
of cats. 
We lived in a tenement 

building in the heart of Al-

lentown, a mansion of the
1930s carved into a dozen 
apartments. Ours was the
tiniest three-roomer you
ever saw, with a closet-
sized bathroom and our 
whole family sharing one
bedroom — which may be
why I had just one brother
and many cats.

Our pet population
was limited to a “core” 
of three or four little fur 
factories, trailing home
friends and lovers and 
numerous offspring. 
Sometimes they’d come
home limping after weeks
away, sporting a chewed 
ear or patchy crusts of 

My Best Friends’

WHISKERS
	
By James L. Johnson ’89 

dried blood; once or twice,
they did not come home at
all. Partly because of our
ignorance then, I am now
as passionate about indoor-
only pets as I am about
spaying and neutering.
Cats are a fixture of 

my heart. I haven’t had 
such friends since Danny
Snyder in seventh grade.
Even as a kid, I could tell
my furry-tailed buddies
things I’d never tell a
human buddy. Nor could 
I explain my love for
them — just the words
“cat” and “love” in the 
same sentence would have 
rained unending mockery
on my head. Even Danny
wouldn’t have let me get 
away with that. Today, 
happily, if you say you 
love animals, you are
likely to be drowned in
a chorus of enthusiastic 
agreement. In America 
alone, nearly 150 million
cats and dogs share our
homes, plus many other
pets. That’s a lot of loving 
going on. 

Other than my wife, 
Barbara, no one means 
more to me than my furry-
footed companions. Being 
with them all day, every 
day has been my favorite 
thing in a very good first 
year of retirement. Each 
day holds its share of small 
excitements, for good or 
ill. And when my younger 
and still-working wife is 
not around, I talk over these 
experiences in my best 
friends’ pointy little ears. 
Cats are terrific listeners, 
even if the best advice they 
give is a healthy purr. u 

Jim Johnson retired last 
year after 25 years at NCC. 
Here, too, he was impossible 
to pigeonhole, serving and 
succeeding as printer, direc-
tor of duplicating and mail 
services, director of alumni 
affairs, magazine writer and 
co-editor, producer of special 
events, author of the most 
recent college history book, 
active member of the Envi-
ronmental Task Force and 
friend to many. 
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Alumni Pet Gallery  (pg. 25) 

Lauri Granat ’06 & Mustafah Abdulaziz ’07
    “Ammo” pit bull/boxer mix 


