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As I reﬂect on my ﬁrst months as president, I am struck by the resilience
and passion of our students. They are an amazing group! They are
incredibly diverse, representing 54 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties, 24 states
and 53 countries, a fact that often surprises those who are new to the
College. And while the average age of our students is 26, they range in
age from 14 to 86. In fact, one of my favorite letters of this past fall came
from a 77-year-old, who wrote about how NCC had “changed his life.“ Our
students also come from all walks of life and socioeconomic backgrounds.
Thirty-one percent of them work more than 30 hours a week while pursuing
their education at NCC. And many of them balance not only jobs, but also
families, as they pursue their education.
I must confess, when I made the decision to leave Wittenberg, a

alumni notes coordinator
nancy HUTT
happenings coordinator
patricia CANAVAN
proofreader
kelly LUTTERSCHMIDT
art director
traci ANFUSO-YOUNG ’87

What strikes me most about our
students is that they don’t have a
sense of entitlement, but rather a sense
of thankfulness.

production coordinator
marianne ATHERTON
contributing photographers
paul ACAMPORA
frank l. AYMAMI III
ang CAGGIANO
mark CULP
randy MONCEAUX
brian SHAUD
philip STEIN
betsy TOOLE
D’Huy Engineering/steve WOLFE
president
dr. mark h. ERICKSON
vice president
institutional advancement
sherri i. JONES
northampton community
college foundation
board chairman
bruce a. PALMER ’77
publisher
northampton community
college foundation
3835 green pond road
bethlehem, pa 18020

national liberal arts college, to come to NCC, I wondered if I would connect with NCC students in the same
way that I found in my previous work at Lehigh and Wittenberg universities. My initial visit with the students
in our Smart Start program and my overnight stay in our residence halls quickly dispelled these concerns.
Not only am I drawn to our students, but I ﬁnd their energy and lack of pretense wonderfully refreshing. I also
ﬁnd great joy in learning from them.
My favorite moments during my ﬁrst months as president are undoubtedly the time I have spent with
our students: sharing lunch in the cafeteria, attending an athletics event or engaging with one of our many
student clubs. Earlier this year, I was honored to provide the keynote address at the induction of our new Phi
Theta Kappa members on the Bethlehem campus. As I watched these students cross the stage and heard
their stories, I swelled with pride and was moved to tears. At the pinning ceremony for our nursing students,
and the ceremony to honor our women’s volleyball team, I was similarly moved.
This magazine provides a portrait of several of our students and their often heroic journeys, but there
are many other stories left untold. What strikes me most about our students is that they don’t have a sense
of entitlement, but rather a sense of thankfulness. They are here because they want to improve their lives
and the lives of their families and also make a difference in the world. Their stories are inspiring to me and
everyone who works here. I am blessed every day to have the opportunity to work with them and honored
to play a small part in their journey. I hope each of you has a chance to get to know them not only through
the pages of the magazine, but in their lives as students and as contributing members of our community. ◆
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it’s not a

MIRAGE
New campus takes shape in Monroe County.
What a difference a year makes.

This time a year ago, the much-needed, long-dreamed-of,
new campus in Monroe County only existed on paper.
Now — gazing up the hill from Route 715 — you can see the silhouette of buildings that soon will be ﬁlled with students.
One is already under roof. Two others will be shortly.
Construction crews are on site daily, their progress clearly visible.
The campus is on target to open in 2014 — possibly in the spring, probably in the summer, deﬁnitely by fall.
In the distance one can see Camelback Mountain, the Delaware Water Gap and the future.
Enjoy the view!

D’HUY ENGINEERING/STEVE WOLFE

From dawn until dusk, in sun, rain and snow, men, women and machines
work to get the new Monroe Campus ready for students. At top: The
expanse of the new campus and the beauty of the setting are clearly evident
from the air, looking northeast to Camelback Mountain. On the far left:
Although only partially complete, the sloped roofs of the Enrollment Center
make it appear like the skeleton of a giant bird getting ready to soar at
sunrise. Above, left to right: Digging and paving continue. Stone columns
and accents will help give the campus a natural look. From the second floor
of the Enrollment Center, you can see the south face of the building that will
house the library, a tutoring center, career services and other offices. Left:
Careful planning has gone into creating an LEED-certified campus. ◆
LOWER PHOTOS BY MARK CULP, NCC DIRECTOR OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
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Where Food Is Religion

a taste of

THE BIG EASY
Culinary majors rise to the challenge.
By Dee Shedrick

Mardi Gras,
jazz, Bourbon Street, the Saints
and Hurricane Katrina are just a
few things for which New Orleans
is famous. It is also known for its
libations — Hurricanes and
Sazeracs — and for spicy
cuisine like Creole gumbo, Cajun
jambalaya, boiled seafood and
footlong po’ boys.
This past fall, after winning a
cook-off held in conjunction with
the Lehigh Valley Food & Wine
Festival at the Sands Casino
Resort Bethlehem, three culinary
arts majors from Northampton
Community College got to travel
to The Big Easy to learn to cook
with spices like the Holy Trinity
(a mix of onion, bell pepper and
celery that is used for seasoning
in a majority of Louisiana dishes)
in Chef Emeril Lagasse’s awardwinning New Orleans restaurants.
When I caught up with her
on day ﬁve of her weeklong
internship, Emily Heydt was in
full swing chopping vegetables
in an old, renovated warehouse
at Emeril’s New Orleans,
located on Tchoupitoulas Street
(pronounced chop-ah-tool-us.)
Her assignment that afternoon
was to work as a saucier in
an open kitchen adorned with
dried red beans and rice. “Eighty
percent of everything starts with
4 NCC WINTER 2013

The restaurant that bears Emeril’s name is a popular destination
for a quiet evening out or the beginning of a night of revelry in
downtown New Orleans.

the saucier, including the soups,
stocks and sauces,“ explained
the restaurant’s executive sous
chef, Tyron Carmouche.
At this restaurant patrons
sit at a counter in full view of
the kitchen. Watching the staff
prepare entrees like “Who Dat“
burgers, andouille-crusted drums

and mussels étouffée is part of
the entertainment.
Across town where the St.
Charles streetcar passes in front
of Emeril’s Delmonico in the
historic lower Garden District,
Tyler Baxter was portioning a
rabbit porchetta in a crammed,
yet functional work space. Rabbit

porchetta is a sausage and pork
cheek guanciale (similar to bacon),
piped with chorizo sausage. At
Emeril’s Delmonico all of the
meats are cured and preserved
on site as part of an extensive
charcuterie program. It was only
high noon when I visited, and
Baxter had already fabricated a
Charleston cut lamb, sampled
charcuterie and toured the meat
and wine room.
Meanwhile, in the heart of
the Vieux Carré, or French Quarter,
Olivia Razzano rode an elevator
to get to the pastry department
on the third ﬂoor of NOLA, a
restaurant with a distinctive
design in which the main kitchen,
a dining room and a bar are on
the ﬁrst ﬂoor; a butcher station,
another dining room and a service
bar on the second; a bakery,
private dining rooms and a wine
cellar on the third; and staff locker
rooms and administrative ofﬁces
on the fourth.
Having reached her
destination, Razzano began
making a crème brûlée custard for
a banana cake. Each of Emeril’s
restaurants has its own signature
banana dessert. Delmonico’s is
Bananas Foster — one of New
Orleans’ classic desserts usually
prepared ﬂambé style with
bananas, brown sugar, cinnamon,
PHOTO SUPPLIED BY EMERIL’S HOMEBASE

Olivia Razzano

Tyler Baxter

NCC culinary majors Tyler Baxter, Olivia Razzano and Emily
Heydt got to work in all three of Emeril’s restaurants during their
week in New Orleans. They won the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
in a cook-off preceding the Lehigh Valley Food & Wine Festival
where Emeril himself announced the winners and took time to
meet with them at the Lehigh Valley Food & Wine Festival.

butter and rum and served hot and
topped with vanilla ice cream. At
one point Razzano had to roll up
her sleeves to clean an ice cream
machine. Everything is made from
scratch and in-house at every
Emeril’s restaurant.
During their week in The Big
Easy, the interns rotated positions
and stations at each of Lagasse’s
restaurants, getting “a taste of

every aspect of the restaurant
business,“ said Baxter.
The team was welcomed and
treated with Southern hospitality.
Out of all the restaurants, NOLA
ended up being their favorite. It
was a general consensus that
the staff was perceptive, and
it was fun and comfortable to
work there. “I even got to come
up with two specials while I was

working there,“ said Baxter.
Most of the staff in the
restaurants did not attend culinary
school but have worked with
Lagasse for years. Some started
as dishwashers. The interns
still learned a great deal from
them because of their wealth of
knowledge and experience.
Baxter’s favorite job was
working with the butchers. Heydt
enjoyed being the saucier because
she had never worked a single
saucier station before and she got
to experiment with different ﬂavors.
“It was a lot of fun to work the
brick oven,“ said Razzano. “I got to
set up the food bar and talk to the
customers, and I love doing that.“
After six days of 12-hour
shifts, the three musketeers had
only one day for sightseeing
before heading back home. They
did get to meet Lagasse, who

Emily Heydt

was in town for Carnivale du Vin,
an annual fundraiser to beneﬁt
children in need.
Lagasse has come a long
way over the years. He now
owns 13 restaurants (including
two at the Sands Casino Resort
Bethlehem), hosts a cooking show
and gives back to the community
through charitable initiatives and
organizations.
“I think that is why they
chose [him] — because of how
he started out as a young cook
and because of his love of food
and his passion,“ said Heydt.
“We got a chance to see how
he’s running everything. He’s got
a great business going. It’s all
of our dreams to follow in his
footsteps and do exactly what he
did, which is to cook good food
and work hard.“ ◆

About the author: Dee Shedrick graduated from Delgado
Community College in New Orleans in December and is
continuing her education at Tulane University. Her favorite
Cajun specialty is any Louisiana fish blackened, “and it
doesn’t hurt to put a lump crab cream sauce on top.”

STUDENT PORTRAITS BY PHOTOS BY FRANK L AYMAMI III/BELOW-PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX
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A Tribute for All To See

thank you

FOR YOUR

SERVICE
Veterans have always been, and continue to be, an important
part of the NCC community.
By Cynthia Tintorri

Not even the
aftermath of a superstorm could
dampen the patriotic spirit of
Northampton Community College
and its Band of Brothers veterans
club as they dedicated a “Tribute
to the Troops“ last semester. In
fact, Band of Brothers president
Brandon Ober began the program
— originally meant to be held
outdoors in NCC’s Susan K. Kubik
Tribute Garden but moved to
Lipkin Theatre — by recognizing
the important role of the National
Guard following natural disasters
such as Hurricane Sandy.
Veterans and guests,
including Congressman Charlie
Dent and State Senator Lisa
Boscola, were on hand as the ﬁrst
phase of what will be a Veterans
Plaza was dedicated. It includes
a large boulder excavated on
campus, which forms the base for
a bronze sculpture representing
a fallen soldier, with boots, riﬂe
and helmet. There is space for
engraved pavers, which are
available for purchase. Future
6 NCC WINTER 2013

This classic sculpture now stands in the Susan K. Kubik
Tribute Garden as a tribute to members of the NCC family
who have given their time and talents, and sometimes their
lives, for their country.

phases will include benches,
trees, small gardens and ﬁve
granite columns paying tribute to
each branch of the military.
After the presenting of the
colors by Dieruff High School’s
Air Force Junior ROTC Color
Guard and a moving rendition of
the national anthem sung by U.S.
Marine Corps Reservist Sgt. Carl
Rice ’14, speakers Ashley Leeper
and JenniLynn Hanitsch ’11,
both Army Reservists and Band
of Brothers members, described
their vision for the project. (See
page 38 for details.)
Dent thanked NCC for helping
his staff ﬁnd career opportunities
for returning veterans. Boscola
talked about the role past and
current veterans have played in
defending our country’s freedom.
“You veterans are the face of
heroism,“ she said.
NCC President Mark
Erickson, the son of an Air
Force veteran, said, “To all
our veterans here, I want you
to know how important you
PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Veterans and dignitaries gather for a picture at a luncheon
sponsored by the NCC Alumni Association following the
dedication of the Veterans Plaza.

LOTS TO TALK ABOUT

Veterans’ Experiences
are to us at Northampton and
how proud we are of you.“ He
thanked the Band of Brothers for
“a great project and a beautiful
memorial.“
After the playing of Taps by
Keith Beyer of the 78th Army
Band and the Retiring of the
Colors, all in attendance were
invited to a luncheon sponsored
by NCC’s Alumni Association.
There the experiences of
three veterans associated with
NCC were featured in an oral
history project in which two
of communications professor
Donna Acerra’s students —
Sharia Shaleen and Byron
Garrison — videotaped
history professor Dr. Michael
McGovern interviewing George
Whitehouse, Frank Buchvalt and
Dennis Feeley ’73.
In the video Whitehouse, a
staff sergeant in the Army Air
Corps during World War II who
later taught at Northampton,
describes his reasons for
joining the Army and how the GI
Bill led him to pursue a college
degree. He also talks about how
during the tumultuous Vietnam
years, veterans attending
NCC didn’t want to talk about
their service because of the
sentiment on campus.

Buchvalt, a specialist in the
Army who served in Vietnam and
later as a trustee and project
manager for NCC, echoed
Whitehouse’s thoughts. “When
I returned, the mindset was
very anti-military,“ he said. He
decided to do as those who
returned from World War II had
done: “I hung up my uniform
and looked at my service as an
experience.“ He advises current
veterans to do the same. “It’s
an experience, and there’s a lot
more coming — don’t continue
to relive it.“
Feeley, a second class
petty ofﬁcer in the Navy
during Vietnam, described
his shock at being greeted by
angry protesters when he was
discharged. “I had just spent
four years doing what I thought
was the right thing,“ he said.
He came to NCC and found a
“brotherhood of hundreds of
other veterans,“ with whom
he started a veterans club and
an outreach program. Dozens
of them organized a “National
Day of Mourning“ peaceful
demonstration in 1971, to pay
tribute and show respect for
those who had served, and
especially those who had given
their lives. ◆

To Be Explored In-Depth in 2013–14
Shortly after the dedication of the Veterans Plaza, Dr. Elizabeth
Bugaighis, dean of education and academic success, announced
that the theme of next year’s National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) programming will be “Off to War and Coming
Home: Historical Perspectives on Military Veterans During and
After Their Service, 1946-Present.“
Supported by a challenge grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) and other donors, the NEH program enables the College
to explore a different humanities-related theme each year to strengthen
the teaching, study and understanding of American history.
“The history of American war veterans during their service and upon
reentry to civilian life parallels major issues in the nation and helped
to deﬁne and shape the present,“ says Dr. Michael McGovern, the NCC
history professor who will coordinate a full year of activities and speakers
related to the theme.
“With World War II veterans dwindling in number, it is important that
students have the opportunity to understand and appreciate the role of
military veterans in providing the ‘primary source’ of evidence about the
tumultuous and transformative events of the 20th and early 21st century,“
McGovern says.
He also notes that veterans of other wars had experiences with the
GI Bill of Rights, the baby boom era, the protests of the Vietnam era
and the wars against “terror“ and radical Islam that have become part
of Northampton Community College’s history because the College has
always served large numbers of veterans.
“Calling up and examining the history of military veterans will serve as
an illuminating experience for all of us,“ McGovern says.
In 2011–12, the NEH series explored “The Meaning of Freedom” on
the 250th anniversary of the start of the Civil War. This year the focus is
on “The American Presidency.”
Programs are open to the public free of charge and offered in concert
with the Bethlehem Area Public Library, Bethlehem Area School District,
Historic Bethlehem Partnership, Eastern Monroe Public Library, Monroe
County Historical Society and Stroudsburg Area High School.

EXCELLENCE

Props, Props and More Props

forgive us if

WE BRAG
Awards and honors have come in rapid succession this year.
Some speak to students’ abilities and accomplishments, others
to appreciation for “The NCC Way.”

The Bethlehem YWCA presented Northampton with the
Community Leadership Award at the “Breaking the Glass Ceiling“
gala in Bethlehem. The Y chose to celebrate its 85th anniversary
by honoring seven organizations that share its goals of eliminating
racism, empowering women and championing freedom and dignity
for all. NCC was praised for having the most diverse student body
in the region in terms of age, ethnicity and cultural background,
for having the highest percentage of minority full-time staff in the
Valley and for having a high percentage of women on the faculty
and senior staff. President Erickson called the recognition “deeply
meaningful.“ Evelyn Galarza (L) and Angel Diaz represented NCC
students at the dinner.

The women’s volleyball team ﬁnished the regular season
19-0 and went on to win its ﬁrst National Junior College Athletic As
sociation (NJCAA) regional championship with a commanding 3-0 victory over Harrisburg Area Community College. Kelly Yagerhofer was
named NJCAA Region XIX Player of the Year and ﬁnished as NCC’s all
time leader in kills with 354. Freshman Anna Domyan was hailed as
the most valuable player in the regional tournament, and Meghan Granite
and Barbara Dimon joined her on the All-Tournament Team. Adrian
Yaguez was named Eastern Pennsylvania Athletic Conference Volleyball
Coach of the Year.
8 NCC WINTER 2013
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Northampton
C o mm unity C ollege M agazine

The
SHOW

www.northa m pton.edu

The magazine you are reading
garnered gold again. In a competi
tion sponsored by the National Council for
Marketing & Public Relations, NCC’s quar
terly publication was deemed best in class
among magazines published by community
colleges in the northeastern United States,
eastern Canada and the United Kingdom.

The women’s basketball team became the ﬁrst NCC
team ranked No. 1 in the country by the National Junior Col
legiate Athletic Association. At press time in early January, the
team’s record was 15-0.

Travis Safi was selected to receive a new scholarship
funded by the Mobile Air Conditioning Society, the leading nonproﬁt trade as
sociation for the mobile air conditioning, heating and engine cooling system
segment of the automotive aftermarket. “This is the ﬁrst year the society
has awarded scholarships like this one so it’s a special honor for NCC and a
special honor for Travis,“ said Warren Farnell, director of NCC’s Automotive
Technology program. Saﬁ is enrolled in the General Motors Automotive Ser
vice Educational Program — a two-year program that leads to an associate
degree in applied science. In addition to classroom instruction, his studies
will include three internships at car dealerships and/or service centers.

Three of the top six students in a statewide com
puter networking competition, including the strongest
performer in the state, came from NCC. The students were
Michael Schoenagel, Timothy Clegg and Matthew Glenn Mitch
ell. In the contest, sponsored by CISCO, students had to dem
onstrate their networking and information technology skills
through a series of online exams and simulation activities. “This
is the second year in a row that we have had a student ﬁnish
in the top two in Pennsylvania,“ notes Kevin Manna, associate
professor of computer science at NCC.

In February
Computer-aided design
major Daniel Berrios
finished first in cabinetry
in an international
competition in Brazil. This
young man is multi-talented! He
will compete in the WorldSkills
competition in Leipzig, Germany,
in July.

NCC was n am ed a “Top Employe r” in a six -c ounty re gion .
The designation was based on the results of a survey conducted by Workplace
Dynamics LLC for The Morning Call. Unlike many other employer rankings, this one
did not involve upfront fees to be considered. A representative sample of 670 full- and
part-time employees was asked to respond anonymously to questions about their job
satisfaction and the overall work environment at NCC. They had a lot to say! The 70
percent participation rate was above average. Respondents not only answered the
multiple choice questions, they also volunteered 790 comments. Compared to peer
organizations among the 5,000 employers surveyed by Workplace Dynamics in the
preceding year, NCC ranked “above benchmark“ in almost all categories, with the
highest ratings in the following areas: ➊ I believe Northampton Community College
is going in the right direction, ➋ I have conﬁdence in the leader of Northampton
Community College and ➌ Northampton Community College operates by strong
values and ethics. ◆
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Beyond a Full House

donor dinner

DILEMMA
Each fall the NCC Foundation Board hosts a special dinner to
say thank you to donors whose generosity makes a difference in
the lives of hundreds of Northampton students.

Paying it back — and
forward: Having benefitted
from the generosity of
others, student speaker Tim
Semonich is determined
to become a donor himself
some day.

This fall there was
a problem. There almost weren’t
enough seats. “This is a great
problem to have,“ smiled NCC’s
new vice president for advance
ment, Sherri Jones. “Next year we
will ﬁnd a larger space.“
Addressing nearly 250 guests,
Tim Semonich, who left home
at 16 and ﬂoundered for several
years before becoming one of the
most dynamic student leaders NCC
has ever seen, described NCC as
“an amazing place“ where he has
learned many life lessons, includ
ing the power of positive thinking
and that everybody has value.
After dinner, the chair of the
Foundation Board, Bruce Palmer
’77, NCC’s president, Dr. Mark
Erickson, and Jones teamed up to
recognize the following new mem
bers of NCC’s giving societies:
10 NCC WINTER 2013

Cornerstone Society:
Dr. Elizabeth T. &
Mr. Tarek Bugaighis
Patrick M. White &
Maureen A. O’Grady White

Laureate Society:
Adams Outdoor Advertising
MFP Strategies/Michael &
Diane Molewski
Paul & Judy Schuchman

1967 Society:
The Air Products Foundation
Michael & Lynn Albarell
Charles M. & Joan Louise Hannig
Just Born, Inc.
MKSD architects
The Weiler Family Foundation

The Chairman’s Award,
given to a member of the Col
lege staff outside of the Ad
vancement Ofﬁce whose efforts
signiﬁcantly advance the work of
the Foundation, was presented
to Dr. Matt Connell. Palmer cred
ited Connell’s “tenacity, long
time dedication, support and
passion for Northampton“ with
helping secure the local match
needed for the construction of
the new Monroe Campus and for
helping the campaign committee
and development staff raise $5
million in private funding within
a span of one year, although
“many said it couldn’t be done in
this economy.“
Mike Albarell also received
special recognition as he retired
after 12 years of service on
the Foundation Board. He was

awarded emeritus status, an
honor given to only a few former
board members.
In closing remarks, Erickson
said he wished all the donors
could “walk with him“ in his
job so that they could hear the
excitement of a 77-year-old
who said that being able to
take classes at Northampton
had changed his self-concept,
a 40-year-old who said that
after caring for others, she
was thrilled ﬁnally to have
the chance to pursue her own
dreams and a young undergradu
ate who couldn’t wait to share
the news that he had been ac
cepted as a transfer student at
Lehigh University.
“Northampton changes
lives,“ Erickson said, “but as
good as we are, we can get even
better.“ Describing a planning
process that will soon identify
ﬁve areas of strategic focus for
the coming years, Erickson called
NCC a college on the move, not
ing that with the public funding
crunch, “we need your support
more than ever.“ ◆

From left: Susan and Gary Hartney ’86, Wendy and Chuck Stehly ’77 and
Loretta and Jay Leeson enjoy the reception.
Maureen O’Grady White and Patrick
White receive congratulations on their
induction into the Cornerstone Society from
Foundation Chairman Bruce Palmer ’77
(center left) and President Mark Erickson
(center right).

Kate Haney and Pam Kennedy pose
for the paparazzi.

Presidential Ambassadors Kristin Cook
and Allyssa Langer assist with
the awards presentation.

Mike Albarell shares reflections on his 12
years of service on the Foundation Board.
Dinner guests enjoyed getting to meet NCC students, including, from
left, Danielle Maddalena, Kimberly White, Anna Macagnone, Lindsey
Bogert and Jaden Makovsky, all Presidential Ambassadors.

Hello, Monroe! Standing, left to right: Celisa and Thomas Counterman
and Cathleen Canevari. Sitting: Nursing student Kiriki Valcin,
James and Karen Britt and Dennis and Betania Jeter.

PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Ross Born, co-president of Just Born, Inc. is flanked
by Foundation Board Chairman Bruce Palmer ’77
(left) and President Erickson after Just Born is
inducted into the 1967 Society.
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Timeless Images

EXCELLENCE

in the presence of

BEAUTY

Tom Shillea has had the privilege of photographing many
famous Americans. His platinum-palladium prints of Sissy
Spacek recently became the latest examples of his work
acquired for major collections.
By Geoff Gehman

Last year Thomas
Shillea hit a photography trifecta.
Twelve portraits of actor Sissy
Spacek taken by the director of art
programs at NCC were acquired
by the Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center at the University
of Texas at Austin, which owns
renowned archives in photography,
ﬁlm and literature. His platinumpalladium prints joined a collection
that’s huge, historic and, for him,
almost a second home.
Shillea photographed
Spacek in 1985 for the United
States Information Agency,
which commissioned him to
photograph famous Americans
for goodwill exhibitions at U.S.
embassies. His subjects ranged
from ﬁnancier Malcolm Forbes
to Ronald Reagan, then in his
second term as president. He
was assigned to photograph
Spacek because she’s an
acclaimed performer (she won
a 1980 Academy Award for
portraying singer Loretta Lynn
in “Coal Miner’s Daughter”) and
an acclaimed citizen (she had
served as a goodwill ambas
sador in China).
Shillea set up a studio at
Spacek’s horse ranch in Virginia,
PHOTO BY THOMAS SHILLEA © 1985

which stars in her 2012 autobiog
raphy, “My Extraordinary Ordinary
Life.“ Over tea and cake Shillea
told Spacek about his collabo
ration with another “Famous
Americans“ subject, Coretta Scott
King. The civil-rights leader, he
said, had signiﬁcantly improved
their session by changing from
a formal suit into a tribal, regal
dress, a gift she received during a
goodwill trip to Africa.
Intrigued by the King story,
Spacek decided to wear her own
goodwill dress, a gift from her
China tour. Long, black and trim,
it made her look plainly elegant,
almost Quakerly. Shillea accentu
ated this Quakerliness by photo
graphing her in simple, classic
poses with an 8x10 view camera,
which provides exceptional clarity
and depth, and then printing with
platinum and palladium, which
provide a remarkably wide range
of rich tones. As a result, Spacek
radiates lyrical austerity whether
she’s sitting with arms crossed,
standing with a hand cradling
the top of a chair or checking her
makeup in a hand-held mirror.
A former owner of photography
and design studios in Philadelphia,
Shillea was well acquainted with

professional models completely
changing character in sessions.
He was somewhat surprised by
Spacek’s transformation; he wasn’t
quite ready for the way she can
add a foot of personality to her
4-foot-11 self.
“At the table she was very
friendly — a normal person,“ he
says. “The moment she stood in
front of the camera, it was a whole
different persona. She gave that
very conﬁdent look right into the
lens and — boom! — she was
the actor. What she didn’t have in
physical size, she had in mental
and spiritual size.“
Shillea’s portraits of Spacek
pleased Roy Flukinger, the
Ransom Center’s senior curator of
photography and ﬁlm. He acquired
them because they’re “beautiful“
and because they were made by
“one of our ﬁnest contemporary
platinum artists.“ He welcomed
the chance to add Spacek, a ﬁlm
star who grew up in Quitman,
Texas, to a Lone Star collection
with a massive assortment of
movie materials.
Shillea’s reward is inclusion
in a treasure chest. The Ransom
Center owns nearly ﬁve million
photographic prints and negatives,

including works by such platinum
masters as Henry Peach Robinson
and Alfred Stieglitz. The ﬁrst
recorded photograph, made
in 1826, anchors the center’s
Gernsheim Collection, one of the
ﬁrst major private photography
archives. Helmut and Alison
Gernsheim, who donated the
nearly 35,000 items, wrote a
photography history that Shillea
used as a bible in graduate
school, when he discovered
the demanding pleasures of
platinum printing.
The Ransom acquisition
completes photography trifecta.
Over three years Shillea’s pictures
have entered the collections of
three key institutions. In 2009 his
portraits of King were accessioned
by the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of African
American History and Culture,
scheduled to open in 2015. In 2010
the George Eastman House Inter
national Museum of Photography
and Film accepted his pictures of a
drag-queen ball in a Rochester bar.
“I’m honored to have my
photographs acquired by such
important museums,“ says Shillea.
“It validates my life’s work.“ ◆
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happenings
Exhibits

“The American Presidency”
Ongoing exploration of this topic is made possible by a grant from
the National Endowment for the Humanities, matched by generous
donors. Community partners include the Bethlehem Area Public Library,
Eastern Monroe Public Library, Bethlehem Area School District, Historic
Bethlehem Partnership and Monroe County Historical Association.
Feb. 4-23:
“The American President“ Photo Exhibit
See more than 50 iconic photographs of the presidents from the
Associated Press collection. Laub Lounge, College Center
Feb. 26, March 5:
Film Clips & Discussion: “Gabriel Over the White House”
12:30 p.m. on 2/26 in Room 111 on the Monroe Campus; 11:15 a.m.
on 3/5 in the Kiva
March 26:
Book Discussion: “Presidential
Courage,” by Michael Beschloss
11 a.m. in Room 440, College Center
April 9:
Film Clips & Discussion: “All the
President’s Men”
11:15 a.m. in the Kiva
April 18:
Speaker Michael Beschloss
Hear the award-winning historian and best-selling author speak about
the American presidency and his book “Presidential Courage.“ 7:30
p.m., Arthur L. Scott Spartan Center. Admission is free, but tickets are
required and may be reserved at www.northampton.edu/NEH.

For event details and the latest information,
visit www.northampton.edu and click on
“Calendar” at the top.
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Feb. 18-March 30:
New Arts Program Annual Art
Exhibit Joseph Beddall “2007
to the Present: Dealing with the
Elements.“ Meet the Artist on 3/7:
Consultations: 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.;
Gallery Talk: 3:30 p.m.; Reception: 5
p.m. in Communications Hall
April 5-18:
Kraus Drawing Exhibition
Enjoy the work of ﬁrst-year drawing
students during this exhibition in
honor of Patrick J. Kraus, a talented
artist who attended NCC.
Awards Ceremony, 4/16, 11 a.m.
April 25-May 7:
Annual Exhibition by NCC Fine
Arts Students Artists’ Talk &
Reception 5/2, 3:30 p.m., Room
146, College Center. The gallery
in Communications Hall is open
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Friday and Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed on Sunday.

Theatre
Feb. 16, 17:
”How to Succeed in Business
without Really Trying” Join J.
Pierpont Finch as he climbs the cor
porate ladder from window washer
to vice president. Special appear
ance by President Mark Erickson.
Music by Frank Loesser, book by
Abe Burrows, Jack Weinstock and
Willie Gilbert. Performances: 2/16
at 7:30 p.m. and 2/17 at 3 p.m. in
Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall
March 6-9:
”Anna in the Tropics,” by Nilo
Cruz Cuban immigrant workers at
a cigar factory in Florida ﬁght for
their right to unionize in the 1920s.
Performances: 3/6-9 at 7:30 p.m.
and 3/7 at 11 a.m. in Norman R.
Roberts Lab Theatre, Kopecek Hall

April 11-14:
”Angels in America: The
Millennium Approaches,” by
Tony Kushner A gay fantasia on
national themes. Performances:
4/11-13 at 7:30 p.m. and 4/14 at
3 p.m. in Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek
Hall. Reservations suggested;
call 610-861-5524. Donations
of non-perishable food items
or scholarship contributions
are appreciated.
April 16-21:
StoryFUSION Discover all the
ways a story can be told and hear
nationally renowned storyteller
Antonio Sacre. For details visit
www.storyfusion.org. April 16:
NCC students perform “Stories
of the Stars,” 7 p.m. April 17:
Guerrilla Storytelling: Throughout
the day, and the Lehigh Valley,
storytelling will be popping up
“guerrilla“ style in businesses
schools and on street corners.
April 18: Workshops: “Writing
Your Story“ and “Story in a Snap,“
1-3 p.m. April 19: Stories for
children, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.,
followed by round robin of
storytelling by regional
favorites and Sacre at 7 p.m.
April 20: Workshops for
educators, storytellers and the
general public throughout the
day followed by Sacre in
concert at 7 p.m. April 21:
Sacre stories at 10 a.m.

Film
April 21:
Banff Mountain Film Festival
Action and environmental ﬁlms. 6
p.m., Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall.
For tickets and information, email
studentlife@northampton.edu or
call 610-861-5324.

Fine Dining
April 1, 2:
Robert C. Wood Chef-inResidence** Watch a visiting
chef prepare dishes you can serve
at home, or enjoy a gourmet dinner
prepared by the chef and NCC’s
culinary arts students. Cooking
Demonstration: 4/1, 6 p.m., Lipkin
Theatre, Kopecek Hall. Gourmet
Dinner: 4/2, 6 p.m., Hampton
Winds Restaurant, Gates Center
April 26:
White House Dinner **
Learn about our ﬁrst ladies’
accomplishments while enjoying
a cocktail reception, silent auction
and dinner prepared by NCC’s
culinary arts students. 6 p.m.,
Alumni Hall, Gates Center
May 31-June 2
Lehigh Valley Food & Wine
Festival Bigger and better than
ever! Sponsorship proceeds beneﬁt
the Northampton Community
College Foundation. Sands Casino
Resort Bethlehem. For information
or tickets, go to www.northampton.
edu/foodandwine.

Earth Day
April 25:
Susan K. Kubik Tribute Garden
Dedication Come to the garden
at 11:30 a.m. to celebrate.

Music, Dance &
Poetry
March 4:
Workshop by Kristin Pedemonti
Featuring the author of “Every Day
Superheroes Are Among Us,“ 2
p.m., Cohen Lounge, College Center
March 19:
Art & Lecture Series Musical
and literary fun with Justin Purtill
and Rick Madigan. 6-8 p.m.,
Community Room, Monroe Campus

March 22, 23:
Spring Up! Dance Festival
See emerging and seasoned artists
and participate in master classes,
sponsored by The Lehigh Valley
Dance Exchange. For ticket infor
mation or to register, go to lehigh
valleydanceexchange@gmail.com.
March 27:
Déjà Brew Coffee House
Acoustic duo “SideArm“ and
students will perform during this
beneﬁt for the Stephanie Rivera
Scholarship Fund. 5-9 p.m., Com
munity Room, Monroe Campus
April 11:
Len Roberts Poetry Day
Meet Jimmy Santiago Baca, an
orphan from a southwest barrio
who became an internationally
acclaimed author, activist, motivator
and teacher after learning to read
and write in prison. 11 a.m. in
Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall, and
3:30 p.m. in the Community Room,
Monroe Campus
April 27:
Spring Concert Delight in music
for a spring evening performed by
the NCC Community Chorus. 7:30
p.m., Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall
May 2, 3:
Dance Concert The ﬁnale to a
year of hard work! 5/2 at 11:15
a.m. and 5/3 at 7:30 p.m., Lipkin
Theatre, Kopecek Hall

Crafts & Fun
March 9:
Spring Craft Fair Many of the
region’s ﬁnest crafters will display
their work. 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Arthur L.
Scott Spartan Center
April 4:
Charity Cask Night Alumni
and friends meet up, 5-7 p.m. at
the Bethlehem Brew Works, to
beneﬁt alumni scholarships and
programming. For information,
email alumni@northampton.edu
or call 610-861-5088.

April 7:
Second Annual Tailgate
Party** Cheer on the softball
and baseball teams and enjoy a
NCC-style tailgate party starting
at 11:30 a.m. Sponsored by the
NCC Alumni Association.

Conferences,
Speakers &
Workshops
March 5:
Esther Bauer, Holocaust Survivor
This speaker’s story will ﬁll you
with respect and appreciation for
the indestructibility of the human
spirit. 11 a.m., David A. Reed
Community Room, College Center

Heading to
College
Where are you going next year?
Picture yourself at NCC while
touring the campus and getting
answers to any questions you may
have. Bring your dreams!
Main Campus 11:30 a.m. on
March 5 or April 4 or 3:30 p.m. on
Feb. 20, March 21 and April 16.
Tours begin in the Student Enroll
ment Center. Fowler Family
Southside Center Special tours
for dental hygiene, medical assis
tant and hotel/restaurant majors.
11:30 a.m.: March 19, April 23
Monroe Campus 6 p.m.: April 8,
May 13
FAFSA Workshops Receive free
personal assistance in completing
your Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) forms for
the 2013-14 academic year. Call
610-861-5510 or 570-620-9221 for
dates and times starting in March.
March 23:
Monroe Campus Open House
Explore the many ﬁelds of study
offered at NCC-Monroe, meet
faculty members and get your
questions answered by the pros in
admissions, ﬁnancial aid and career
services. 10 a.m.-noon, Community
Room, Monroe Campus. Snow
date: 3/30

Especially
for Youth
Cops’n’Kids Reading Room
Fowler Family Southside Center,
Room 403. Fun activities for
children ages pre-school to grade
6. Children are able to choose free
books after each event. 10 a.m.
-noon. March 2: No Bullies
Allowed! Bethlehem police show
you how to spot a bully. March
16: Scott Morro, ”What’s Brewing
in Boston” April 6: National Crane
Project – Fold an origami crane and
bring hope to children with cancer.
April 27: Didi Yunginger and Diana
Koon present “Hummingbirds: Tiny
but Mighty,” by Judy Gehman.
May 4: Roey Ebert, ”Lana Tries
Yoga” May 18: Lorie Spohn, “How
Henry Became a Hero and Found
Happiness.” Sign up by calling
610-861-5526. The Reading
Room is also open to the public
Wednesdays, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
March 23:
Youth Chess Tournament
Compete in the 12th annual spring
youth chess championship for ages
18 and under. Five rounds of chess,
rated and unrated sections. Tro
phies and prizes will be awarded.
8 a.m.-5 p.m. To register, go to
www.northampton.edu/lifelearn.
April 20:
Celebration of Reading
Enjoy books, activities, food and
entertainment for the whole family.
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Fowler Family
Southside Center (outside,
weather permitting) ◆

** For information
or to register, go to
www.northampton.edu/
specialevents.
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Forging ahead in spite of it all

By Shannon Sigafoos ’02

n the heart of south Bethlehem, in the basement of the Fowler Family Southside Center on Third
Street, emergency lighting barely penetrates the maze of connected rooms that make up the Valley
Youth House Independent Living Ofﬁces. It’s two days after Hurricane Sandy passed through the Lehigh
Valley, and despite the lack of electricity and heat in the building, Emilia Angel is huddled in a dark ofﬁce,
meeting with her life skills counselor and social worker, Kate Pavolko.
The two women discuss Angel’s work schedule, bank account and school assignments. No topics
are off limits, including the fact that just this morning, Angel was being treated for exhaustion at a local
hospital before arriving late to the ﬁrst of two classes she had on today’s schedule. It’s now nearing the
end of the afternoon, and Angel has been going nonstop since her hospital release.
Following this meeting, she’ll take part in another round-table discussion with a group of single
residents in Valley Youth House’s supportive housing program. Tonight, she needs to concentrate on
homework assignments so that she’s free to devote the next day to her job. Rent is due the following Friday, so
scheduling work hours — even amidst the chaos of widespread power outages — is important.
“It’s weird at this stage because I don’t know what role to pick. Student or young adult?“ muses Angel. “I already
know that I’m not the traditional college student. In your life, you have to try to act out your role.“
With her long, dark hair, sweatshirt, jeans and petite frame, Angel’s youthful appearance betrays the fact that she’s
already lived 19 years — the bulk of which she spent moving from place to place with a mother dealing with a variety
of mental health issues. As an only child and without her father in the picture, Angel carried the brunt of the family’s
responsibilities on her young shoulders.
“I’ve been working since I was 13 years old,“ says Angel. “My very ﬁrst job was at Hersh’s supermarket. I’d go after
school and stock sodas, sweep and mop. I had to work to get what I needed.“
Living the life of a rolling stone, however, eventually caught up with Angel when it came to academics. When she was in
the 11th grade, her mother transferred her from William Allen High School to Liberty High School after purchasing a home
PHOTO BY ANG CAGGIANO
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Angel at a Valley Youth House staff meeting.

that, long term, was unaffordable. Less than a year later, they relocated
to the Fred B. Rooney Building in south Bethlehem — a building that
primarily houses senior citizens. Despite having a roof over her head,
Angel was once again the odd person out in the equation. The stress
she endured at home began to show in her school work.
“I don’t know why she purchased the house, except that she
wanted me to have something. It’s part of her disease,“ Angel explains
about her mother’s decision. “When I got transferred to Liberty, I lost
focus. I didn’t care at all. It was hard because when I was younger, I
always had high expectations of myself. I was even going to college
fairs. Then I just … dropped off. I was angry. And I was still working
to make money.“
Angel began bouncing back and forth from the apartment she
shared with her mother to her grandmother’s house nearby, where
she could ﬁnd the comfort and support that she was unable to
receive at home. Staying there during school hours, however, did
nothing to help Angel advance her education. One day in January
of 2011, her mother showed up and forced her to pack her things,
announcing shortly thereafter that she had unenrolled her daughter
from high school.
“I was supposed to graduate in 2011, but she said if I wasn’t
going to do well in school, then I could go to work in a factory and
make money,“ recalls Angel. “I was 17 at the time, and I was so
upset because I could have ﬁnished school. I couldn’t re-enroll
myself. I tried, and the school district wouldn’t let me.“
Several months later, the family conﬂict — and Angel’s househopping — reached a climax when her mother attempted suicide.
While her mother began treatment at St. Luke’s behavioral health
facility, Angel shufﬂed between the odd couch at her friends’ homes,
her grandmother’s home or her boyfriend’s home. Rent was no longer
being paid on the apartment, which she says she had walked away
from earlier because of her mother’s erratic behavior.
“She was going through a lot. Then she tried to take her life. At
that point, I was kind of homeless already. I love my grandparents, but
I couldn’t stay with them too long,“ says Angel. “I wasn’t in school,
and that’s when I had to step back and say, ’OK, now it’s time to play
daughter.’ I had to take her clothes to the hospital and that kind of stuff.“
Angel could have used this situation to feel sorry for herself.
Instead, she has used her mother’s example to drive her. When her
mother relocated to New Jersey, Angel’s boyfriend began doing
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research about where Angel could ﬁnd a more permanent housing
situation. Soon, Angel was enrolled in Valley Youth House’s supportive
housing program.
“The program was developed to assist older homeless and foster
care youth in making a successful transition to living on their own,“
explains Angel’s social worker Kate Pavolko. “We provide rental
assistance, utility assistance and really anything that they need at the
time. I’m in their business whether they like it or not,“ says Pavolko.
“I have access to their bank accounts and their homes. Here we are
taking an 18-year-old kid and saying, ’Here, live on your own. Pay all
of your own bills. Act like an adult.’ I tell all of the girls in the program
that they’re a lot stronger than I was at that age.“
By August of 2011, Angel was signing her name on a lease for her
very own apartment. As daunting as this may have been for anyone
else her age, her living situation wasn’t even Angel’s top priority. She
was holding down two jobs (at Wawa and at St. Luke’s Hospital) to
pay her rent. Now that she was of age, her primary goal was to get
herself re-enrolled in school.
“At that point, it was a struggle to get school work done …
again,“ says Angel. Her voice halts, then begins again a few seconds
later. “I didn’t have a car at the time, so I would leave work at 10:55
p.m., run across the street and catch the bus, and it would leave me
where I would have to walk uphill and be home by 11:30, just so I
could do homework for a few hours and try to get some sleep. I would
just be so exhausted.“
Angel’s downfalls in the classroom weren’t for her lack of trying.
PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

She enrolled in tutoring and also sought assistance in an after-school
program when her schedule allowed for it. On days when the bus
schedule didn’t sync with hers, she had no idea how she was going to
get home or to her job. Despite quitting one of her two jobs, the stress
and exhaustion began to take its toll, and soon Angel found herself
missing shifts and classroom time due to illness.
“When I missed 10 days of class, the school district disenrolled
me again. At that point I just felt … defeated,“ Angel explains. “This
was my second attempt at trying to complete my senior year. I didn’t
even tell a lot of people, out of the fear of their reaction being, ’Why
would you go back a second time and stop going a second time?’“
Undeterred, Angel went online and started looking into ways that
she could earn her GED. She found a local testing center, took the
pre-test and earned a high-enough score to immediately take the
Pennsylvania GED test. In April of 2012, Angel ﬁnally became a high
school graduate.
With a roof over her head and the Valley Youth House staff
supplementing the guidance that Angel would need to succeed,
she immediately set her sights on college. Ferdinand Surita, the
Latino Leadership club advisor at William Allen High School, had
told Angel many times that Northampton Community College

Angel attends one of her weekly sessions with life skills
counselor Kate Pavolko.

would be the perfect place to start. It also helped that Angel visited
the campus several times with friends who were already enrolled.
The only wall that she had to climb was getting through the
ﬁnancial aid process.
“When I applied, they needed proof that I wasn’t getting money
from anyone and that I lived by myself. I had to get letters from Third
Street Alliance, where I used to live. I had to get letters from Valley
Youth House, stating that I’m in the program and wasn’t receiving
support from anyone,“ Angel recalls. “I got denied twice before I
actually received ﬁnancial aid. If I hadn’t gotten it, I would be working
full time right now instead of going to school.“
Angel may have never been at the top of her class in the past.
She didn’t have a perfect GPA. But, she was smart. She had always
fared well on paper. When she became a communications student
at NCC, she took a chance and used those smarts to apply for the

Gary and Sharon Poehlein Scholarship. In her scholarship application,
she wrote about her desire to “successfully assist in advocating the
needs of the minority population, particularly in the area of mental
health.“
Several stressful weeks of waiting went by, and then the call
came: Angel would be a scholarship award recipient in her freshman
year of college.
On Oct. 1, 2012, Angel found herself writing a letter of thanks to
the Poehleins for their generosity in making the scholarship available,
simply stating, “You have lightened my ﬁnancial burden, which allows

Angel shuffled between the
odd couch at her friends’ homes,
her grandmother’s home or
her boyfriend’s home. After
she missed 10 days of class, the
school district disenrolled her
a second time.
me to focus more on the most important aspect of school: learning.“
The scholarship is covering her entire ﬁrst academic year.
“There was this overwhelming feeling of relief, feeling like ’I’m
ﬁnally here. Thank God,’“ Angel says of her arrival at NCC. “I told
myself, ’OK, now you have to actually be successful and get your work
done. It’s a day-by-day thing for me. That’s the only way I can do it.“
“The thing about Emilia is, she’s extremely articulate and intel
ligent,“ adds Michele Albright, supervisor of the supportive housing
program. “She’s really able to touch people and affect people by
what she says, and she’s very outgoing. The difference between
high school and college is huge. But for someone like Emilia, it’s
even more difﬁcult with regard to the challenges she has to face.
It’s all on her. She exempliﬁes strong will and determination.“
You can feel Angel’s connection to the college as you observe
her navigating the busy classrooms and hallways. During the ﬁrst
morning that we met to discuss her journey, a classmate approached
her to brieﬂy discuss a group assignment. The setting was amidst
the hustle-and-bustle of the food service line in the cafeteria.
Angel paused in what she was doing and sorted things out with her
classmate, then seamlessly moved back into our conversation.
“Nobody in my family ever went to college,“ says Angel. “I came
in as a communications major because everyone always says, ’Emilia,
you talk a lot. You’re such a people person. You’re out there, and
bubbly, and willing to help.’ So far, I’ve found college to be like a
Baskin-Robbins. You get a little bit of everything.“
This analogy causes a genuine smile to cross both of our faces,
and it’s easy to see how others smile in Angel’s presence. She is
passionate when discussing how she has found a common link
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I hear people who
“haveWhen
never been through any
type of real hardships complain
about their lives, I have this urge
to shake them.

”

between the three classes that she’s currently taking. Communica
tions, psychology and political science courses are all leading her
through the understanding of thought processes and functions and
helping her to see how and why people interact.
“One of the traits that I appreciate the most about Emilia is the
enthusiasm that she brings to the learning experience. She is not
one to take information at face value, but instead she wrestles with
the concepts and looks for connections and ultimately makes the
information her own,“ says Catherine Grozier, assistant dean of the
humanities and social sciences division. “She is truly a pleasure to
have in the classroom and makes a very positive contribution to the
learning environment.“
Angel has also been able to make a positive contribution to the
Lehigh Valley community at large, particularly through speaking
commitments for Valley Youth House, through other charitable
endeavors such as the time she devotes to local soup kitchens and
through her church. At Life Church of Allentown, she is an active
member of the youth group and has taken part in mission trips to
Haiti to aid in the ongoing rebuilding efforts.
The experiences, she says, were life-changing.
“We stayed at a medical clinic. We painted, stocked supplies and
sorted through hundreds of thousands of pieces of clothing, medical
equipment and food and toys for children,“ explains Angel. “The things
I saw broke my heart. Things like a 5-year-old girl walking an entire day
to come to our clinic to get supplies for someone else. Or there was a
guy who fell down a well, and we ended up having to hold him down
and bandage him up. I want to be able to advocate for people like this.“
Angel has made lasting friendships through the youth group,
including one with another member who organizes an annual Thanks
giving dinner for the homeless. Angel has volunteered to assist at the
dinner the last three years. She’s also recently spoken at a Lehigh
University panel during Homeless & Hunger Awareness Week and
was the keynote speaker at Valley Youth House’s annual golf and
tennis tournament.
“She did a tremendous job and was really honest and vulnerable
with telling her story,” says Albright. “It was great to see from where
she was when she came to us, to where she is now.“
Indeed, Angel’s story over the past year of her life has been one
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of not just growth and maturity, but also understanding. She has
developed a keen sense of awareness about the plights of others
around her and has found ways to relate to them. The Lehigh Univer
sity speaking engagement allowed her to make connections with
peers from all walks of life who have overcome not just homelessness, but also addiction and other stressors.
Angel ﬁnds she has the lowest amount of tolerance for people
who are ignorant of others’ hardships.
“The more people I talk to, the more I feel like I’m lucky. I don’t
even think I’ve had it that bad. There are days where I feel like I’m
doing pretty well. I’m OK,“ says Angel. “There are people out there who
don’t even have access to the programs that I was able to ﬁnd. There
are people living in their cars or people with kids who don’t know how
they’re going to buy them food. When I hear people who have never
been through any type of real hardships complain about their lives,
I have this urge to shake them. I know some people who have been
through really difﬁcult times who have always been so positive.“
It is a core group of positive people with whom Angel chooses
to surround herself now. There are several other girls from her peer
groups at Valley Youth House who attend NCC. When they get
together, they’ve made a conscious choice not to talk about their
plights. Rather, they focus on sticking to topics that they all have
in common. Then there’s her life skills counselor, who she says has
become “like family.“ And ﬁnally, her maternal grandmother — who
is blind and only recently stopped working so that she could care for
Angel’s great-grandmother — is someone she calls her “idol“ and
someone she “looks up to for everything.“
Angel would like to reward the faith and friendships of these
people by continuing to stay motivated and pushing forward to pursue
her goals each day. She was already able to save up enough money
to purchase her own vehicle, and keeping her grades up is something
that requires a little extra work and patience on her part. Nothing, she
ﬁnds, ever comes easy.
Beyond a college graduation, however, Angel already has some
pretty lofty ambitions.
“My goal in life is to be like Anderson Cooper,“ she announces
proudly. “I want to be one of those people who is on the go, in the
trenches, in the middle of guerrilla warfare or abandoned camps. I want
to talk to people, communicate with them and pass along valuable
information. There are so many people out there who have nothing, and
they need someone to tell their story. I want to be that person.“
Because of what she’s been through — and because of what
she’s seen others go through — Angel ﬁnds that she appreciates the
little things so much more. On the day of this interview, she’s bubbling
with excitement over something the rest of us may consider insig
niﬁcant: curtains, instead of bed sheets, hanging over the windows
of her apartment. As little as it seems, it makes her space feel more
like a real home.
A real home — and to be a contributing member of society — is
all that Angel craves these days.
“Would you rather be an asset to society or a liability?“ asks
Angel. “Everyone has choices and opportunities. Because I’m in
school now, I can do something with myself later on. It may have
taken me a while, but I’m here.“ ◆
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Reach for the sky: Completing college
is the first of many ambitious goals
Emilia Angel has for her life journey.

Erik and Yvette Garces

making it

WORK
Erik and Yvette Garces are busy. Crazy busy. Besides
being full-time radio/TV students on the dean’s list at
Northampton, the couple work at several jobs, run a
business and parent two teenaged sons. Yet they still
manage to pursue hobbies and enjoy family time. How
on earth do they find time for it all?
“ I’ M

R E A L LY G O O D AT O RGA N I Z I NG ! ” they try to take classes together, saving money by commuting in

Yvette laughs. A self-described “drill sergeant“ when it comes to
getting her sons up and out the door for school, she’s so efﬁcient
at putting things in order that several of the 25 clients of her
housecleaning business pay her to organize their lives. She’s so
successful that she’s had to turn away clients because “I just don’t
have time for more.“
She ﬁts in cleaning jobs around her school schedule, often
starting out the morning on a job, changing in the car to go to class,
then changing again to go to yet another cleaning job. Yvette is
understandably proud to proclaim that she is funding her education
herself with money made from her cleaning business.
Yvette’s husband, Erik, is often at her side on campus, as is
their son Joseph, who is also a NCC student. Whenever possible

PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

one car and buying a single set of books to share. This semester,
Erik and Yvette are in Professor Donna Acerra’s History of Broad
casting class together, and Joseph joins them for an elective class
in meteorology.
The couple are also involved in student life activities together.
Yvette, with Erik’s help, organized a sign language club this
semester at NCC, dedicated to helping students, faculty and staff
learn to sign either for fun or to communicate with the hearingimpaired. It’s a topic dear to their hearts, as Yvette has been deaf
since age 19. She now has cochlear implants that help her hear and
communicate without signing.
Although Yvette gave up her dream of a nursing career because
of her disability, these days it holds her back from nothing. She
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War II reenactor. His big event is the World War II Weekend at the
Mid-Atlantic Air Museum in Reading. Recently, Erik and Yvette both
donned their 1940s costumes — his, an authentic military uniform
“except for the boots“ — to appear in the audience of an old-time
radio broadcast reenactment at NCC, performed by the Spirit of the
Airwaves Players.
Yvette loves getting dressed up, and her idea of weekend fun
is going dancing. She especially likes Latin Heat
Night Club at Allentown’s Main Gate nightclub. “It’s
my way of grabbing onto my culture, because I feel
like it’s slipping away.“ A native of Colombia who
moved to the States as a small child, Yvette likes to
speak Spanish with her sons and cook dishes from
her childhood.
Sharing meals is a high priority for the Garces
family, which also includes Northampton High
School senior Bobby at home, and grown daughter
Jennifer, a 2011 graduate of NCC who lives in New York. Joseph
often helps ease his parents’ time crunch by making dinner. “We
always appreciate that he’s cooked, and it’s always good!“ says his
proud mom.
The couple recently had a chance to get away from their hectic
schedules when they took a cruise to the Bahamas, paid for by
daughter Jennifer as a gift for their October birthdays and 25th
wedding anniversary. They drove to Florida before taking ship and
had planned to spend a few days after the cruise visiting family
before heading back. Unfortunately, Hurricane Sandy cut that visit
short but proved their effectiveness as parents.
“Both boys were here at home in Bath with no electricity,“
Yvette relates, “but their father trained them well — they got the
generator out and kept the refrigerator running during the day and
the heat at night.“
Erik and Yvette plan to graduate in May 2013, while Joseph
hopes to continue at NCC in the culinary arts program. Bobby is
leaving for the Air Force next year. And although their jobs as busy
parents may be diminishing as their sons move on, the couple will
soon be adding another role to the many they already have: grand
parents. Jennifer is expecting the couple’s ﬁrst grandchild, a girl,
in March.
There’s no doubt the Garceses will manage to ﬁnd time in their
schedules to spoil her rotten. ◆

On weekday evenings, Erik
works as a railroad engineer and
conductor out of Lansdale.
was the winner of NCC’s speech contest last year with a talk
about cochlear implants and how they’ve helped her. Besides her
successful cleaning business, she works during wedding season as
a videographer for a wedding photography company called Glass
Slipper Productions.
Erik also works for the company as a photographer. It was the
wedding videography work that led the couple to NCC’s radio/
TV program. “My goal is to be a cameraman with a TV station,“
Erik says. “I want to be the guy who shows up when something
happens, to take video of it.“ He is conﬁdent his training will take
him where he wants to go.
Yvette hopes to use her education to continue doing profes
sional video production, much as she does with her wedding videos.
“Giving the ﬁnal product to someone and having them like my work
— that’s the best part of the job,“ she says.
When he’s not shooting weddings or occasionally driving a limo
to make money, Erik’s “day job“ allows him to combine his lifelong
love of trains with work. On weekday evenings, he’s a railroad
engineer and conductor for Pennsylvania Northeastern Railroad out
of Lansdale. He’s no model train buff, though; “It’s the real thing or
nothing at all!“ Many years ago, Erik and some friends bought an
actual retired New York subway car, which is now displayed at the
Trolley Museum of New York in upstate Kingston. Although he’s
been too busy to get up there much recently, he used to spend every
summer weekend there working on the car.
These days, if there are no weddings to shoot, Erik’s weekends
are spent on homework and sometimes using what he’s learned in
the radio/TV program to produce YouTube videos. About ﬁve times a
year, Erik also makes time to pursue his other hobby, that of a World

By Cynthia Tintorri
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FOR MANAGING
COMPLICATED LIVES

If you feel like there are never enough hours in the day to do what you need
— or want — to do, you are not alone. Below Carolyn Brady, director of
counseling at NCC, offers 10 time-tested tips for reducing stress and being
more productive. They’re not just for students. We all can learn from them!
Set goals and create a
personal mission statement.
Regularly analyze whether your activities are
in line with your goals. If being part of your
children’s lives is a priority, don’t volunteer to
stay late at work unless the work assignment
is crucial to your continued employment.

Barter or pay for assistance.
Maybe you can watch your neighbor’s kids
in exchange for him cutting your lawn. If you
don’t have time to bake cupcakes for your
daughter’s birthday party, buying them at the
grocery store does not make you a bad parent.

Learn to say no. Volunteering
Refine your time
management skills. Set speciﬁc
tasks to accomplish each day and prioritize
them. If you have a paper due tomorrow,
then doing your laundry may have to wait.
Can you multitask? Can you use the time
between class to do homework or read
a work assignment as you wait for your
dentist appointment?

Refine your organizational
skills. Is your desk or work area efﬁciently
arranged? Your computer, phone, ﬁles,
textbooks or tools needed for everyday tasks
should be readily accessible. Having wellorganized work spaces saves time.

Delegate responsibilities.
Can a co-worker share some of your work
assignments? Can the kids walk the dog or
set the table? Take time to teach other people
some of what you do. The time spent teaching
someone how to do certain tasks can save
you time in the future.

Ask for help. If you cannot delegate,
can you ask someone for assistance?
Perhaps your spouse or partner can take
on a responsibility for a period of time.
Maybe a colleague would be happy to
learn a new skill.
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i s important and rewarding, but you don’t
have to volunteer to do everything. Before
volunteering, ask yourself if the task is
consistent with your personal mission
statement. Is it a priority? Be realistic about
what you can handle.

Do a good job, not a perfect
job. If you strive for perfection, you will
never be satisﬁed. The reality is that most
employers and instructors just want you to
get the job done, and they will be satisﬁed
with a good job.

Analyze how much time you
spend on social media, checking emails and
phone messages. Is this always a good use of
your time?

Take care of yourself. Get seven
or eight hours of sleep nightly. This helps the
brain to be more efﬁcient. Exercise regularly.
This can improve your mood and your energy
level. Eat well. Nutritious food can feed the
brain. A well-cared-for individual is more likely
to be productive, have a positive attitude
and be realistic about what he or she
can accomplish. ◆
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Hamdy Agha

En route to the future

one chance

encounter
pending time at an American college
a consistently high GPA despite the fact that he also balances jobs
doesn’t always bridge the gap between
on campus and in the residence hall, is a member of Student Senate
an academic life and a U.S. family experi
and the International Students’ Organization, completed more than
ence, but for Yemen native Hamdy Agha,
200 community service hours in one semester last year (for which
ﬁnding a host family was something that
he received the President’s Volunteer Service Award) and recently
fell into his lap — literally.
completed an internship at Hotel Bethlehem. He’s also formed a
Agha is the oldest of four siblings
bond with NCC’s president, Dr. Mark Erickson, and was thrilled to
and is the only one in his family who has
give him a tour of the dorms before Erickson was inaugurated this
received an education. He was on his ﬁrst
past fall. All of these experiences, Agha says, have opened up a
ﬂight to the United States when he accidentally
whole new world for him.
confused his seat assignment with that of another passenger sit
“I was impressed when I ﬁrst got here. It’s totally different
ting nearby. When he explained to the woman that he was a Ye
where I come from. At some colleges in Yemen, students sit on the
men native on his way to study at a U.S. college, they exchanged
ﬂoors. Here, there are computers everywhere. It was shocking,“
contact information and agreed that they
would keep in touch.
“She and her husband actually live in
South Carolina,“ Agha explains. “I emailed
Agha was on his first flight to the United States
her maybe three or four weeks after I got
when he confused his seat assignment with
here, and she actually came up here to
have dinner with me. When I explained to
that of another passenger. When he explained
her that I was going to be going back to
Yemen after ﬁnishing one year of school,
that he was going back to Yemen after one year
she said, ’I’ll bring you back here to ﬁnish
of college, she said, ‘I’ll bring you back here to
your college education.’ She signed all of
the papers and did everything.“
finish your college education.’
Agha has become close to his host
family — having spent the major holidays
with them since his arrival here — and has
found that his excellent communication skills have made it easier
Agha recalls. “I feel kind of bad for people who aren’t appreciative.
for him to get to know people in general. This is all too appropriate
This is a great school.“
considering that he ﬁrst picked up the English language during his
Agha plans to transfer to a local four-year school and hopes
stint as a tour guide in Yemen and that he applied through Faceto eventually earn enough money that he can start helping out his
book for a scholarship to attend school in the United States.
family back in Yemen. He says he owes his education, however,
“The tourists kind of taught me how to use the computer and
to the “family“ that he accidentally found when he traveled to the
how to use it to be in touch with them. They taught me how to use
United States.
email and how to have a Facebook account so I could be in touch
“I would like to thank them for giving me the opportunity,“ says
with them when they left the country,“ says Agha. “I got the hang
Agha. “Being at Northampton has allowed me to make a lot of con
of Facebook and I started liking pages, and I liked the American
tacts and to learn a lot. I love being here, and I wouldn’t be able to
Embassy page in my home country. They posted for a scholarship
be here if it wasn’t for them.“ ◆
for exchange students in a college program. I downloaded the pa
perwork, ﬁlled it out and sent it to them. I had the interview, and
By Shannon Sigafoos ’02
they were impressed and gave me the scholarship.“
Agha enrolled in NCC’s hospitality program and has maintained
PHOTO BY ANG CAGGIANO

NCC WINTER 2013 29

notes
Biological Science

Alumni Share Their Stories

2009 Sandra Dunne of

2011 Zoe Gauthier of
Easton has been accepted
into medical school this fall
at the Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine.

Biotechnology
2010 Nela Martinovic
of Pocono Lake is employed by
Sanofi Pasteur. She received
a bachelor’s degree from East
Stroudsburg University in June.

Business
Administration
2003 Martin Lynn of
Bethlehem received a bachelor’s
degree in finance at DeSales
University after graduating from
Northampton. After working in
the business world for a while, he
decided to go back to school for
a teaching degree. He earned a
teaching certification in business
education from GwyneddMercy College. He taught in the
Bethlehem Area School District as
a substitute teacher, at a private
school in Allentown for two years
and now teaches at Northampton
High School as a business
education teacher. He continued
his education, earning a master’s
degree in education from Lehigh
University, as well as a principal
certification. He is currently
a doctoral student studying
educational leadership. He tells his
students: “Starting my education
at NCC was the best decision of
my life. It was a stepping stone
to where I am today. I know for a
fact that if I never attended NCC, I
would not be where I am today.”

Pocono Lake is a junior under
graduate accounting student at
Bloomsburg University.

Chemistry
2008 Joshua Phillips
of Allentown received a
master’s degree in biochemistry
and molecular biology with a
concentration in bioinformatics
from Georgetown University in
December. He has completed the
interview process for the 2014
cycle of Teach for America.

Criminal Justice
2012 Richard Salter III
of Kunkletown is the constable
in Eldred Township.

Dental Hygiene
1984 Sherri Meyers of
Wind Gap has been appointed
director of dental hygiene
programs at NCC. She holds a
bachelor’s degree from Thomas
Jefferson University and a
master’s from the University
of Maryland.

continued on page 34

Funeral Service
2011 Tara Mae Scarponi married Anthony Salvatore Danniballe
on April 20, 2012, at St. Ann’s Catholic Church in Hampton, N.J. A
reception was held at Pleasantdale Chateau in West Orange, N.J. Alumni
in attendance included bridesmaid Jennifer Caffarelli ’11, Joseph D’Amato
’11, Ryan Foust ’11, and Monica Ogozaly ’12 (all funeral service graduates)
and the late John Vincent Lunsford (funeral service education program
director). Tara is a licensed funeral director at Scarponi-Bright Funeral
Home in Lebanon, N.J., which is the family business. The couple left for a
honeymoon trip to Antigua and now reside in Stewartsville, N.J.

Send your story and photos to alumni@northampton.edu.
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MARILEE FALCO ’80
s a cer tified financial planner, Marilee
Falco ’80 spends her work week helping
clients plan for the years ahead. As a
member of Northampton Communit y
College’s planned giving committee,
she also ensures a brighter future for current and future students.
These students are able to pursue their dreams because donors
give to the College’s Foundation, which offers support through schol
arships and other programs. Because planned giving requires thought
and careful evaluation, Falco wants to make the process as easy as
possible for all involved.
Falco, a financial strategist at JoycePayne Partners in Bethlehem,
makes volunteering a priority. She serves as immediate past president
of the Women’s Business Council of the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber
of Commerce and on the chamber’s board of governors. She is also a
member of the Women’s Leadership Initiative of the United Way of the
Greater Lehigh Valley and the board treasurer for the Bethlehem YWCA.
Falco says she stumbled on her career by accident. She entered
Northampton in 1977 with the intent to become a legal assistant but
soon discovered that she was never going to like doing shorthand. She
uncovered a strong interest in accounting instead and quickly switched
her major. After working in the Bethlehem Area School District’s busi
ness of fice for a few years, she married, had her first child and spent
the next 10 years at home, raising her three children. She and her hus
band, Louie, recently celebrated 29 years of marriage.
Falco returned to the workforce part time, working for Morgan
Stanley. The part-time job turned into a career in the financial field. Falco
earned her Series 7/General Securities license, her certified financial
planner designation and a bachelor’s degree from Muhlenberg College
in business administration. After spending 15 years at Morgan Stanley,
Falco spent a year at Sovereign Bank before joining JoycePayne Partners.
JoycePayne Par tners is an independent, fee-only firm providing
comprehensive financial planning and investment management ser
vices. “I love my job,“ she said. “I love helping our clients navigate

the complicated world of investing and planning for their financial
futures. I work with an amazing group of people at JoycePayne Part
ners. Our dedication to our clients sets us apart in our arena.“ ◆
By Sandy Stahl

As a member of Northampton Community College’s
planned giving committee, she also ensures a brighter
future for current and future students.

PHOTOS SUPPLIED
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Alumni Board President, Scott Raab ’92

seeing endless

POSSIBILITIES
“We have your back,” Scott Raab ’92
told the College’s new president, Mark
Erickson, at his inauguration on
Oct. 4, 2012. “We’re here to help you
write a new, successful chapter
in our history.”

Scott Raab ’92, NCC’s alumni board president

As Northampton
Community College alumni board
president (2011-13) and a board
member since 2007, Raab has
already played a key role in NCC’s
history. He helped raise funds for
the NEH Challenge Grant, Tribute
Garden and Monroe Student
Enrollment Center as well as
helped to sponsor the popular
NCC billboard contest, created
a new young alumni award and
improved and maintained alumni
events, among nearly countless
other activities.
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He has emceed the alumni awards
mixer, assisted with student wel
come back days and craft fairs,
volunteered at commencement
and carried his class flag at Col
lege events. He is also a dedicated
donor to the College’s annual fund
and institutional priorities.
Now, with the arrival of a
new college president, he looks
forward to beginning work on a
new strategic plan for the Alumni
Association, once the College’s
focus areas are announced. The
plan will interweave the overall

NCC plan, alumni survey results,
answers from focus groups and
ideas of the alumni board.
Raab finds his work with
the board highly rewarding. “It
is interesting, exciting and fun,“
he says. He enjoys the fact that
the board members come from
all walks of life and represent a
variety of occupations. “We are
productive, thorough, respectful,
understanding, humble and
patient with sharing our ideas,“
he says. “It’s a great feeling to see
our ideas come to life.“
His great affection for NCC,
which his sister and two brothers
also attended, is evident. A
funeral services education major,
Raab values learning to be an
educated, qualified funeral
director and appreciates the wellrounded education and social
life he experienced. “It was the
family atmosphere I enjoyed the
most: the colleagues, students
and faculty. The professors
were genuinely interested in
you and wanted the best for
you. Northampton Community
College was and continues to be
a transcendent experience for me
whenever I visit the campus.“
Born in Quakertown, Raab
grew up in Bethlehem, where he
is a funeral director at Connell
Funeral Home. He views his
service with NCC’s alumni
board, and his profession as
opportunities to serve his fellow
man or woman. He says that the
profession requires creativity,
the ability to handle unique

situations, good interpersonal
skills, experience and talent. A
funeral director must also be
mindful of the trust people invest
in him or her.
Raab’s work ethic derives
from his parents, who taught him
to do the best he could, and his
grandparents, who preached the
“golden rule.“ Born deaf, Raab
was taught by his family to work
twice as hard as people with
normal hearing to get the same or
better results. His approach is to
always give 100 percent to a task
every time, whether the outcome
is perfect or near-perfect.
He also finds strength in his
religious faith. He has served in
many capacities at Christ Lutheran
Church in Hellertown, including
as usher, member of the personal
ministry team and learning center
school board, and president of the
church council.
For Raab, serving others is a
privilege. “Not everyone can do
the job of a funeral director or
lead a board of directors, so it is
an honor to be able to do a special
job that is asked of you,“ he says.
He has confidence in NCC and
its alumni board. “In essence,“
he says, “I see us as being a
successful, well-run alumni
association that our peers and
alumni can be proud of. We may
be a small community college, but
we have a big heart. Anything is
possible with us.“ ◆
By Myra Saturen
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JOEL CABASSA ’96

Programmer, manager, coach and mentor. And did we mention “dad”?
When he was a young boy in Puer to Rico, Joel Cabassa ’96 spent his days
building. Whether it was fashioning boats from bamboo trees to later float
on a nearby pond or constructing small sheds made out of palm leaves,
he was always looking to put things together in bigger and better ways.
As the years passed, his interest remained, but the tools and materials
he used evolved with the times. He began exploring computers and the
field of technology, opening up a whole new outlet for his passion for
problem solving.
“As I grew older, around age 14, I realized that computer program
ming was what I wanted to do,“ he said. “I would read my dad’s computer
magazines and type in the old Basic
programs onto the vintage Commodore 64
computer that my uncle gave my dad.“
Now, as a senior engineering manager
at Rockwell Collins, a leading aerospace and
defense solutions firm in Sterling, Va., he
has come a long way from creating simple
lines of code on one of the first personal
computers. He is in charge of 14 direct
reports within the avionics software engi
neering functional group, where a large part
of his role is ser ving as its coach and mentor.
“The best part about my job is being able
to help others solve challenges, regardless
of whether they are older than I am and have
more experience or if they are part of the
younger generation of engineers,“ he said.
“I am responsible for all avionics mission
systems on board our flight simulators, and I
have a dynamic array of talent ranging from software applications devel
opment and pilot training to strategizing new business ventures.“
He admits he has come a long way since he enrolled at Northampton in
1994 with a goal of becoming an engineer.
“Honestly, I decided on NCC because I had nowhere else to go,“ he
said. “I had little or no money to pay for college, not to mention books,
materials and others expenses. NCC gave me just what I needed, and I felt
very special to be part of this great school, especially with its engineering
program. NCC gave me an oppor tunit y to show my parents that I wanted
to be someone in life, and I took it upon myself to fund my own education
with loans and work-study programs.“
After graduation, Cabassa entered the Air Force, a decision he says
was the best he ever made, aside from marr ying his wife, Estrella, whom
he met while working as a part-time tutor at NCC. He ser ved in the militar y
for three years as a communications/navigation systems journeyman,
ensuring that the radio equipment and radar on C-130 cargo planes were
ready for deployment.
“I learned about leadership, responsibilit y and how to build relation
ships,“ he said. “It was a decision I thought I would never have to say yes
to, but one I surely never regret.“
While juggling his militar y career and new family life in Texas, Cabassa

enrolled in school for his bachelor’s degree but says he eventually gave up,
just one semester short of graduation.
“Working nights on 12-hour shifts, balancing deployment assignments
and going to school during the day while bringing my newborn daughter
to class was not exactly working out so well,“ he said. “In September
2000, I decided it was time to quit school, separate from the Air Force
and move back home to Pennsylvania. I announced my resignation to my
commanders, was granted an honorable discharge and withdrew from the
university that December.“
He had plans to return to Pennsylvania, with no prospects other than
awaiting the results of a few job inter views. Then minutes before his
departure, everything changed.
“I remember it clear as yesterday — the morning when we packed
our final luggage in the car, I was ready to pull out of the driveway
from our Texas apartment one last time when a FedEx van pulled up
and the deliver y guy made his way to the door. I jumped out of my seat
and greeted him — it was an envelope from NLX Corporation, the flight
simulation company I had applied to. The letter congratulated me — I
was offered my dream job of software engineer.“

“I actually felt embarrassed that I did not have
my degree and was hired as a software
engineer. Everyone else around me had his
or her degree, and I knew I had to finish.”

PHOTO SUPPLIED

NLX Corporation, which was acquired by Rockwell Collins in 2003, was
a great fit, and he settled in quickly in his new Virginia home. But there
was just one unfinished task remaining — he needed to finish his degree.
“I actually felt embarrassed that I did not have my degree and was
hired as a sof tware engineer. Everyone else around me had his or her
degree, and I knew I had to finish — if not for career advancement, then to
comfort my self-pity during a crisis of self-reflection,“ he said.
In 2007, he completed his bachelor’s degree in computer science. He
now says he knows how to better balance his work and school obligations
with his personal ones, and he prides himself on taking an active role in
raising his two daughters, now 13 and 9.
“I know when it’s time to take a step back and put family first,“ he said.
“My commute to work used to take three hours each day, so I moved closer
to work, although this meant giving up the fancy house on two acres. I’m
enrolled in an MBA program, but it’s online, so I can work at my own pace.
I even took a break from school so that I can coach my daughter’s fourthgrade basketball team and spend quality time with the family.“
Problem solved. ◆
By Sandy Stahl
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Education
1997 Kimberly Walck of
Bethlehem is the new director of
grants and development for the
Allentown School District.
2004 Loriann (Pipech)
Vargo and Jed Vargo are
proud to announce the birth of
their son, Jaiden Joseph, who
was born on Oct. 22 in Pottsville,
weighing 8 pounds, 7.5 ounces.
He joins big sister Jessica. They
reside in Pottsville.

Emergency Services
2013 David Stofanak of
Whitehall is a security officer
at St. Luke’s University Health
Network in Allentown.

Engineering

the
ADVENTURE
wear NCC proud
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2011 Brian Maxwell of
Bethlehem received a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical engineering
from Villanova University in May.
He completed an internship at
NASA last summer and has
started a Ph.D. program at
Boston University in mechanical
engineering. Maxwell was in the
2009 leadership class at NCC.
He says: “Through the leadership
program I learned the skills
needed to move forward in my
career. I have not forgotten these
lessons, and they have helped
lead me to where I am today.”

Environmental
Science
1977 Ronald Wagner
of Boyertown is a flyfishing/
fishing specialist at Cabela’s
in Hamburg. He was previ
ously employed at Weston
Solutions, Inc./Ronweco as an
applied ecologist/environmental
specialist for 25 years, working
on aquatic, terrestrial and waterrelated projects throughout the
country. In 2003, he spent five
months as part of the Columbia
Shuttle Recovery Team. Wagner
received his bachelor’s degree in
biology at Kutztown University.
continued on page 37

THERESE ’92 &
DR. SCOTT R. WESCOTT ’92
herese and Scott Wescott both took a trigo
nometr y class at Nor thampton during the
spring semester of 1990, but it’s not the study
of triangles they recall mos t. In fac t, the couple
remember t he clas s for a dif ferent shape entir ely :
t he shape of a hear t.
“Scott and I had not met prior to that class,“ Therese explained. “I
took note of his name when we had to fill out a seating char t. Af ter a few
weeks, I made the effor t to talk to him outside of class.“
It turned out that Scott, a student athlete, commuted daily from the
Poconos and had to spend a lot of time in the lounge after his courses
while waiting for practice to start. So naturally, Therese says, she knew
where she needed to be.
“I lived close to campus and would offer to make him a meal before
practice since it was too far for him to go back to his house. We have
been together ever since,“ she said.
While at NCC, Scott played baseball for the Spar tans, helping the
team achieve a state championship. He also received a hall of fame
scholarship following his freshman year. Playing sports was a highlight
of his time at Northampton.
“The team was a close-knit group, which added to the family feel of
the College,“ Scott said.
And Scott’s biggest fan regularly watched him play from the stands.
“I have a lot of fond memories of going to those games,“ Therese said.
The couple, who married in 1998, followed different career paths
after Northampton, but both chose fields that help others: Scott is a
physical therapist clinical team leader at Coordinated Health’s Beth
lehem office, and Therese is a speech pathologist in the Northamp
ton Area School District, working in the same elementar y school she
attended as a child.
“I became interested in the profession after my grandfather suf fered
a stroke, and a speech pathologist was involved in his care,“ Therese
said. “My job is extremely rewarding. I provide speech therapy to over
60 students a week with var ying needs and severit y levels.“
Therese worked briefly as an administrative assistant in the insti
tutional advancement office at the College after graduation. She also
worked at Northampton while a NCC student, helping the alumni office
during the phoneathon fundraisers.
She graduated summa cum laude from ESU in December 1995 with a
bachelor’s degree in speech-language pathology. A few years later, she
went back to ESU part time and earned a master’s degree in speechlanguage pathology.
After graduating magna cum laude from NCC with a degree in bio
logical science, Scott attended Widener University’s physical therapy
PHOTO SUPPLIED

These classmates found the formula for professional
success and personal happiness in (you guessed it!)
a trigonometry course.

program and earned a master’s degree. Several years into his career, he
says, Widener offered an opportunity to transition to a doctor of physical
therapy program. He enrolled and graduated in 2005.
“I am recognized by the American Board of Physical Specialists as an
or thopedic clinical specialist,“ Scott said. “I am also certified by Rocky
Mountain University of Health Professions in electroneuromyography
(the study of ner ve and muscle electrical activit y).“
Therese is an avid nature photographer, a passion that began after she
had her son, Owen, 8. The couple also have a 3-year-old daughter, McKenna.
Some of Therese’s photos have won contests and been published in
Lehigh Valley Style magazine. She sells prints, greeting cards and calen
dars on her website, MyCornerof theWorld.com.
The family also enjoys traveling together and spending time out
doors. Some favorite activities are fishing in Canada, moose-watching
in Maine and enjoying the Delaware beaches. ◆
By Sandy Stahl

NCC WINTER 2013 35

DARLA FRACK ’94

surprise lies in store for first-time
patients and visitors to St. Luke’s
Hospital, Anderson Campus. The
patient rooms closely resemble living
rooms; a spacious couch and an overstuffed recliner catch your eye. It
feels homey rather than institutional.
These amenities, which help make a patient’s stay more comfort
able, are largely the brainchild of Darla Frack, R.N., B.S.N., M.S.N., vice
president for patient care services. Frack’s responsibilities are many.
They include supervising not only nurse managers, but also pharmacy
and respiratory care managers. As such, she must hold managers
accountable for how they lead and manage their areas, make sure that
policies are being followed, oversee budgets and monitor patient-to
staff and staff-to-staff relationships. The goal is to provide comfort,
great quality of care and excellent customer service.
Frack did not start out in administration or even in nursing. She began
as a unit clerk at Sacred Heart Hospital, where she fell in love with the
field. “Nursing chose me,“ she says. Medicine, science, the workings of
the human body and interacting with patients and staff fascinated her.
So, after several years, she enrolled in Northampton’s nursing program.
She chose NCC for its affordability and solid reputation. “I didn’t
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have privileges growing up,“ she says. “I came from very much a bluecollar family and didn’t go straight from high school to college. NCC
gave me a great education and prepared me well for the profession and
to continue my studies.“ One of five siblings, Frack has a sister who also
earned a nursing degree from Northampton.
While at NCC, Frack had some juggling to do. It was hard, she says,
to work full time at Sacred Heart while completing a rigorous program of
study on weekends and evenings. After a full workday, she often spent
six additional hours in the classroom and lab.
Following positions at Easton and Blue Mountain Health System,
where she worked as a nurse educator and nurse manager, Frack came
to St. Luke’s Hospital, Bethlehem Campus, as a nurse manager in 2006.
As usual, she threw herself into hospital activities, including educating
unit clerks and nurses, running new staff orientations, giving instruction
on CPR and managing the medical-surgical patient care areas.
When St. Luke’s opened its Anderson Campus in 2011, Frack had the
opportunity to help shape a new kind of patient care. “People come in
worried about their illnesses, and we wanted to create a ‘wow!’ expe
rience,“ she says. To achieve this, Frack led the patient care services
team that implemented a recliner in each room, iPads, full-length robes,
computers, individual linen hampers and the sofa bed that allows family
members to stay in the room overnight with patients. “Simple things
enhance patients’ experiences,“ she says. “Little things that make a big
difference for patients and families.”
Most of all, Frack wanted a friendly and attentive staff. To this end,
all potential employees and even transferees from other departments
are assessed for flexibility, teamwork and other traits.
Frack likes coming up with new ways to do things. “I like change,“
she says. “Change can bring good things. And there is nothing to say
that things that have been changed cannot change again.“ She compares
her leadership role to putting together a jigsaw puzzle, figuring out how
people and processes can work with each other. She enjoys mentoring
other nurses and maintaining relationships with them afterward.
Frack’s pursuit of excellence extends to her education. She earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in nursing from Cedar Crest College
while working full time and raising her son, Daniel, now 16. She also
earned American Nurses Credentialing Center certifications in medicalsurgical nursing and executive nursing. How did she do it all? “Determi
nation, my husband’s supportiveness, taking my time and persistence,“
she says. “Once I started, I never stopped.“
A lifelong learner and community-minded person, Frack likes to read and
volunteer. Currently, she is the chairperson for her son’s Boy Scout troop.
“Nursing offers many opportunities, lots of different positions,“
Frack says. “It is a science and an art. You can make an important impact
on people’s lives.“ Frack’s career demonstrates how true this is. ◆
By Myra Saturen
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General Studies
2004 Nicholas Statile of
Bethlehem has been at Orasure
for the past six years. He began
in the lab and now serves as a
quality control supervisor. He
received a bachelor’s degree in
biotechnology at East Strouds
burg University.
2008 Gardenia Dargon

of Chatham, N.J., is an executive
assistant at Celgene Corporation
in Summit, N.J. She received a
master’s degree in business
administration and a bachelor’s
degree in English from
Chaminade University in 2012.
2009 Taylor Mastrianni
of Hellertown has been named
the new girls’ basketball coach
at Lincoln Leadership Academy,
a charter school in Allentown.
During her scholastic years at
NCC, she assisted during league
championship seasons in 2008
and 2009.
2012 Joshua Bushey
of Bethlehem is a brewer at
the Allentown Brew Works. He
received an associate degree in
brewing technology at the Siebel
Institute, World Brewing Academy.

Liberal Arts
1990 Annette Fedornock
of Batavia, Ohio, is a safety data
compliance administrator at
Advanced Testing Laboratories. She
received a bachelor’s degree from
Marshall University. She has two
children, Charles and Samantha.
They are enjoying their new home.
continued on page 40
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Can You Hear Me Now?
very autumn, college students
around the nation participate
in the very special, long-running
nighttime ritual known as Pho
nathon. On campuses large and
small, current students work
together to phone alumni with a personal invitation
to give back to their alma mater. At Northampton
Community College, fall Phonathon is a three-weeklong blast of fun and excitement led by a high-energy
group of students who have come to NCC from all
over the world.
Phonathon caller Nelly Yangue is from Cameroon,
a West African nation that is home to more than 230
different languages. Yangue doesn’t speak them all,
but she is fluent in several Cameroonian dialects as
well as French and English. She has no problem speak
ing with NCC alumni. “I have been able to talk with
former students who earned degrees in my own ma
jor,“ says the business management student. “They
have been successful. They give me advice on classes
and internships, and they promise that Northampton
will help me to be successful, too. Speaking to them
gives me hope for the future.“
Closer to home, Lucia Montes and Julissa Vega are
friends and fellow Easton High School grads who de
cided to join the Phonathon together. “It’s been a lot of
fun,“ says Montes, who is a biology major. “Sometimes
it’s like a history lesson,“ adds Vega, who is studying
to become a registered nurse. “I spoke with one alum
who was a Vietnam veteran. I asked him if there was
something he remembered from his time on campus.
He told me about a philosophy class debate about the
Vietnam War that almost turned into a riot. He laughs

about it now, but that class really mattered to him.“
Kyle Apgar, an English major from Nazareth who
is editor-in-chief for The Laconic, NCC’s literary mag
azine, describes his own Phonathon experience as
“part socially awkward and part fun.“
“I spoke to one woman who earned her degree in
English,“ says Apgar. “We bonded over the fact that
we’re both literature geeks.“
“My favorite part of Phonathon has been talking
to people who are so generous,“ says Phoebe Lara,
a New Jersey native who now lives in Easton. The
paralegal studies major is also the mother of a toddler
enrolled in NCC’s Children’s Center. “I’m a scholarship
recipient at NCC, and I feel like I’m talking to the peo
ple who make it possible for me to be a student here.“
“Phonathon fills holes that need to be filled,“ says
Apgar. “When people donate, their gifts help pay our
teachers. They help expand our campuses, and they
definitely support scholarships. Basically, they help
people like me afford to go to college.“
Overall, student callers contacted more than
1,000 Northampton Community College alumni dur
ing fall Phonathon. Many of those former students
made an impact on the life of the College by making
a contribution. Every one of those alumni made an
impact on a NCC student by simply making time to
take the call. ◆
By Jaimie Leasure &
Paul Acampora

Jaimie Leasure is a NCC communications
studies major and fall Phonathon caller.
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NCC’s Band of Brothers

a bond that

ENDURES
“Let it be a space to gather, to cry, to think, to laugh and tell
stories. Let it be the most beautiful place in our area to honor
the waving red, white and blue. Most importantly, let it be a
place for us to remember those who have paid the ultimate
price and their families,“ proclaimed Jenni Hanitsch, past
president of NCC’s Band of Brothers, when she spoke at the
dedication of the new Veterans Plaza in the Susan K. Kubik
Tribute Garden on Nov. 1.

Annie Laurie Meyers, right, associate professor of business
and office administration, stops to talk with Brian Smith, vice
president of the Band of Brothers during a T-shirt and bake
sale to raise money for a lasting “Tribute to the Troops” on
NCC’s Main Campus. The sweet treats are gone, but you
can see the T-shirt above!

The Band of
Brothers was established at
NCC in 2007. “At that time, we
were beginning to recognize that
a lot of our students who were
veterans returning from Iraq
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and Afghanistan were having a
rough transition,“ says Carolyn
Brady, the College’s director of
counseling. Brady and Veterans
Affairs Assistant Diana Holva ’06
invited alumni veterans as well

as students currently serving in
the military to a meeting to get
a sense of their needs. Out of
this, the Band of Brothers club
was born, with Brady and Holva
serving as advisers.
Ashley White Leeper, former
vice president of the club, says
the idea for a monument to the
troops started when she went on
a NCC exchange trip to Russia.
“One thing I noticed, that was
very important there, were these
impressive tributes to people who
served their country during war
time,“ Leeper recalls. “I thought
we needed to do something like
that at NCC.“
The urgency grew when club
members gathered at a picnic in
2009 for fellow club member Justin
Shellhammer ’12, who was being
deployed to Afghanistan.
“We started talking and
we all agreed we wanted to do
something big,“ Hanitsch says.
“I grabbed a napkin, someone
gave me a pen, and I started
sketching ideas out right then,“

Leeper adds. “We all knew
from the start that this wasn’t a
project for us, it was for everyone
who came before us and
everyone who will come after
us. We wanted to inspire people
and create awareness. Many
don’t realize veterans and active
military members are a part of
the NCC community.“
The Tribute Garden seemed
the natural home for a memorial
to the troops. With help from
Sharon Zondag, planned and
major gifts officer, the details
were worked out.
But the vision had a hefty
price tag — tens of thousands of
dollars. The students mobilized,
organizing bake sales, poinsettia
sales at Christmas, basket
bingos, Musikfest parking and
more to start saving for the first
stage of the project.
“Many clubs on campus help
students learn leadership skills,“
Brady notes, “but this club is
different. I’m already working
with people with impressive
leadership skills. They are mature
and responsible. They bring with
them a lot of confidence from
their military backgrounds.“
It’s no surprise that the
club members met their goal
to have the first phase of the
tribute completed by Veterans
Day 2012. At the dedication, a
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bronze sculpture by Baltimore
artist Richard Rist called “Fallen
Soldier,“ perched atop a large
boulder, was unveiled.
“This is only phase one,“
Hanitsch says. “In the future,
we’re going to add five granite
columns paying tribute to
each branch of the military,
as well as benches, trees and
small gardens.“
This is not the only cause
the club supported. Simultane
ously, they raised money for
care packages to the troops, the
charity Wounded Warrior and
a soldier in Allentown whose
home was destroyed by fire,
as well as adopted families
over the holidays to purchase
presents for them.
Although both Hanitsch and
Leeper have since moved on, new
club members have been equally
eager to see the project through
to completion.
“It’s about representing who
we are, what we fought for and
where we want to go,“ Brian
Smith, current vice president of
the club and a Gulf War veteran,
said. “We are looking to raise as
much money as we possibly can
to see the columns put in place.“
“When you are in the military,
you may leave it, but you are
forever a member,“ Hanitsch
declares. She, as well as Leeper,
will always support the project.
“When you leave Northampton
and the Band of Brothers club,
you are forever a Band of
Brothers. We are family.“ ◆
By Katherine Noll
WEAR NCC PROUD AD CAMPAIGN:
PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVE MEYERS &
MARCO MARINUCCI; ILLUSTRATION BY
MARISA VIANA; STYLIST & ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR, LAUREN WEINHOFER;
CREATIVE DIRECTOR & ADJUNCT
INSTRUCTOR, TRACI ANFUSO-YOUNG;
MODELS: “FEEL YOUR POWER,“ LAUREN
WEINHOFER; “THE ADVENTURE IS
YOURS,“ JEFF VARJU; “HAVE NO FEAR,“
MARISA VIANA; TALENT POOL, DIGITAL
DESIGN AND TYPOGRAPHY II, NCC
COMMUNICATION DESIGN MAJORS

have no

FEAR
wear NCC proud

available while supplies last

at the spartan shop of ncc pages bookstore, main campus
and ncc bookstores, monroe and southside
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MEMORIAM
Dexter Baker, former chairman and chief executive ofﬁcer
of Air Products, died on Nov. 1. In addition to being a successful
businessman, he was also a philanthropist. He and his wife, Dottie,
were among the early supporters of Northampton’s Fowler Family
Southside Center through a gift made through their foundation.

James Caskey passed away on Dec. 21. A highly decorated
ﬁghter pilot, he headed the U.S. Air Force Reserve Ofﬁcer Training
Corps Detachment at Lehigh University and later became director of
ﬁnancial aid at Moravian College. Committed to expanding access to
higher education, he served on the Northampton Community College
Board of Trustees from 1977 until 1988.
Diane Greek Hancharik ’82 passed away on Sept. 7. After
earning a certiﬁcate in early childhood education at Northampton,
she worked at the Olivet Wee Care Day Care in Easton for more
than 25 years.
Ricky Lee Mack died on Oct. 15. A self-employed chainsaw
artist and owner of The Cutting Edge in Brodheadsville, he was very
involved in the West End Fair. He majored in commercial art at NCC.
Larry Ruppert ’75 passed away on Oct. 26. Before retiring, he
worked as a senior technical support engineer for Air Products and as
a consultant for Ricomm. He served in many lay leadership positions at
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Trexlertown.

Cecile Shaffer passed away on Dec. 15. She and her husband,
Jack, established the Executive-in-Residence program at NCC in
memory of their son Hal. Another son, David, graduated from
NCC in 1977.
Christina Turn ’84 died on Nov. 30. Turn worked in the
emergency room at Pocono Medical Center for almost 40 years,
ﬁrst as a technician and then as a registered nurse. She also served
as a paramedic. She earned a bachelor’s degree in biology at East
Stroudsburg University and an associate degree in nursing from NCC.
Her husband, Ralph, teaches mathematics at NCC’s Monroe Campus.

Virginia Uhl ’69 passed away on Sept. 8. She earned an
associate degree in secretarial science at Northampton and then
worked as a secretary for IBM and Control Data Corporation. ◆

1997 Frank Bruno of
Allentown is pursuing a master’s
degree in counseling and a Ph.D.
in counseling at Liberty University.
He received a master’s degree in
psychology at Norwich University
in 2002 and a bachelor’s degree
in education at Moravian College
in 2000. He is the author of
“Paranormal Santa,” a Christmas
tale, which was released recently.
2006 Phil Joly of Brooklyn,
N.Y. was promoted to chief
engineer at Electric Lady Studios
in New York. He has worked
as an assistant engineer at
the world-famous studio built
by Jimi Hendrix since his
graduation from SUNY Purchase
College. He has production
and engineering credits on
recordings by John Mayer, Patti
Smith, Aaron Neville, Regina
Spektor and a collector’s edition
remix of the Rolling Stones’
“Some Girls” album. In 2011 he
received a Grammy Certificate
as an assistant engineer on
Kanye West’s album, “My
Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy.”

Marketing
2012 Nicholas Meyer of
Easton is a customer operations
manager at Giant Food Stores.
He attributes his success to his
education at NCC.

Paralegal
2003 Heather Stires of
Whitehall is a paralegal at the
law office of Donald P. Russo
in Bethlehem.

Radio/TV
1997 Jim Busfield of North
Hollywood, Calif., is employed
at the Los Angeles-based Silver
Nitrate production company.
He worked his way up from
receptionist to in-house producer
responsible for a series of films,
including “Big Stan“ with Rob
Schneider, “Bad Ass“ with Danny
Trejo and Reading’s Jillian Murray
and his new-to-DVD “Cowboys n’
Angels“ starring James Cromwell
(“W, “Babe“), Bailee Madison
(“Don’t Be Afraid of the Dark“),
Alicia Witt (“Cybill“) and Jackson
Rathbone (“Twilight“). Future
movies include “30 Nights of
Paranormal Activity with the
Devil Inside the Girl with the
Dragon Tattoo,“ “Tactics“ and
“Small Apartments,“ a comedy
starring Billy Crystal, James Caan
and Rebel Wilson, which will be
released this year.

Registered Nursing
1981 Diane Frankenfield
of Scottsdale, Ariz., is a nursing
clinical and lab instructor at
Paradise Valley Community
College in Phoenix, Ariz. She
is enrolled in the master’s in
nursing education program at
the University of Wyoming.
1994 Karen Simons
Schaller of Danielsville
received a master’s degree in
nursing from DeSales University
in July 2012. ◆

Alumni Connections
Keep us posted! Send your story and photos to alumni@northampton.edu or submit at
www.northampton.edu/alumniupdate.
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for most students

LIFE ISN’T SIMPLE
Closing thoughts by Mardi McGuire-Closson, vice president for student affairs

Students at NCC
truly amaze us. They come to
school with significant other
responsibilities in their lives.
Most work, some at low-paying
jobs, just to keep a roof over their
heads and food on the table. The
notion of discretionary spending
is foreign to them. Some are
parents with children who need
love, attention and guidance.
Others are caring for their
own parents, ailing spouses or
children with disabilities.
How does that manifest itself
when you are going to college?
It often means sacrificing sleep
to study and write papers when
you are not at work or caring for
your family. It sometimes means
having to decide between fixing
your car or taking another class
the following semester. It may
mean taking a semester off so
you can work more hours to keep
your apartment or home. It means
trying to build a class schedule
around your work schedule or
one that gives you time to get
your preschooler to an affordable
child care center before class. It

may mean asking relatives for
help when they themselves are
stretched thin for time or money.
If you are a first-generation
college student, as more than
30 percent of our students are,
it means finding a mentor who
has been to college to help you
understand and meet expecta
tions that are unfamiliar to you.
For NCC faculty and staff,
working with students with
multiple responsibilities means
finding a way to support them
when their complicated lives
seem to get in the way of
studying. It does not mean
lowering academic standards,
but it does mean that your
teaching responsibilities extend
beyond your subject matter
to the practicalities of how to
prioritize and how to accomplish
a very tough balancing act. It
means dreaming with students,
too — helping them to see the
light at the end of the tunnel so
they can find the motivation to
keep going despite obstacles
that appear insurmountable.
For the college, it means

working hard to keep education
affordable and to make sure
there are adequate resources to
help students both financially
and academically, especially in
times of personal crisis. It means
not holding all students to an
arbitrary schedule for gradu

ating, but rather understanding
their goals and helping them to
achieve them in a time frame
that works in their complicated
lives. It means offering courses in
times, locations and formats that
meet student needs, whether
that be in person, online or a
combination of the two.
At NCC students are the
primary reason we exist. We
are committed to helping them
“Dream it. Believe it. Achieve it.
And graduate!“ In doing so, we
not only help them. We also help
the community.
It’s complicated — for
students, for their families
and for faculty and staff. But
as thousands of students and
graduates will attest, it’s doable.
And worth doing. ◆

About the author: Mardi McGuire-Closson is the vice
president for student affairs for a student body that is more
diverse in age, ethnicity and academic interest than that of
any other college or university in the region. She is known
as a cheerleader and advocate for students, a confidante, a
source of practical advice and, when necessary, the dispenser
of tough love. Her schedule is almost as hectic as the students’.
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