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There are some people who come from their neighborhoods in West
Allentown, Palmer Township and Orefield to see what all the Southside Bethlehem talk is about,
and they immediately catch the buzz. Others go down there, look around and their reaction is just the
opposite. They don’t see any charm, any potential at all through the industrial grit and row houses.
The hulking factory ruins and urban neighborhood that excite some people just look dirty and ugly
to others.
In this issue of Northampton Magazine, we explore the changing Southside, and we examine
this dichotomy of perception. Plenty of locals with lifelong roots in the neighborhood are eager for
a surge of tourist-oriented development to stimulate rapid change and redefine the area’s character.
There’s a lot that change will make better, they say, and the faster the better. Others with similar
attachments to the Southside are strongly opposed to the upheaval that will come if the section
becomes a regional tourist destination.

“In this issue of Northampton Magazine
we explore the changing Southside, and we
examine this dichotomy of perception.”
The neighborhood, with its densely packed streets of small brick houses rising from the
steel plant straight up the steep hillside, has long been home to hard-working families. To earlier
generations of immigrant steelworkers, this was the place where they actually could buy into the
American dream and own their own homes. Later generations of immigrants continue to find the
Southside affordable as first-time homeowners or low-income renters. But recently some brand new
$280,000 houses have started appearing amid the century-old row houses. And new industrial-chic
condos are attracting young suit-wearing professionals to converted factory building residences.
Values are rising in the neighborhood. Good for the residents who suddenly have more equity in
their first homes. Great for the neighborhood if good jobs come where there were scant opportunities
before. But what about the renters who suddenly can’t afford to stay in the neighborhood? What
if gentrification pushes them out? Where will they go? Where can they get the education and skills
necessary so they don’t become victims of gentrification and so they can take advantage of the
increased opportunities the neighborhood offers?
That’s precisely where NCC’s Southside Center comes into the picture. And you couldn’t
ask for a better-timed stage entrance in the unfolding drama that is Southside Bethlehem. If the
BethWorks development in fact takes off on the most ambitious projection and becomes a destination
for tourists from around the eastern U.S., Northampton’s Fowler Family Southside Center is poised
to become a strong resource, empowering the neighborhood residents to hold their own against the
forces of gentrification. Educating, training, community organizing, alliance-building; these are all
services the College is preparing to deliver in Southside Bethlehem.
Change happens whether we like it or not. Thriving on change has been the Northampton
way since our beginnings. True to our nature, we couldn’t not be right in the middle of the buzzing
Southside Bethlehem whirlwind of change. In this magazine issue, we take a look at what all’s going
on down there. u
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PuLSe
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt

NCC Pulls Rank

LAtESt & GReaTEst

NEW this Fall
We’re #1!

Morning Call readers have rated Northampton Community College the best local college! On Sunday,

Sept. 24, the newspaper printed results of its third annual “Best Of” survey. Winners were chosen in 225 categories based on the number
of votes they received from readers. NCC came out on top in the “Local College” category. Thanks, Morning Call readers, for the vote
of confidence!

Students! Lots and
lots of students!
It seems hard to believe
because NCC still has the
warm and personal feel of a
small college, but enrollment
in credit courses set an alltime record this fall. More
than 9,300 students (including
one out of every four students
who graduated from high
school in Northampton
County last spring) are taking
classes at the Main Campus
in Bethlehem Township, the
Fowler Family Southside
Center, Lehigh Valley
Industrial Park, the Monroe
Campus, the Pike County



NCC l fall 2006

site, and/or through distance
education. Add in the
thousands of children and
adults who take advantage
of the lifelong learning
opportunities available
through NCC’s Center for
Community Education and
Center for Business and
Industry, and the number
of students served annually
comes to more than
31,000. That’s more people
than lived in the City of
Bethlehem in the year the
College was founded!
Additions to the
Faculty include a poet

and novelist, clinical
psychologists, individuals
who have studied in the
Netherlands and in Spain,
and some who have worked
in the business world. They
bring teaching experience
and lots of enthusiasm! A
warm welcome to Christine
Armstrong, Dr. Javier Avila,
Eileen Brumitt, Celisa
Counterman, Dr. Karen Clay
Rhines, Nancy Shadlow,
Dr. Beatriz Villar and Jason
Zulli. And congratulations to
Ziona Brotleit, Dr. Virginia
Gonzalez and Christina
Lincoln, who have joined the
faculty ranks on a temporary

or full-time basis after
serving in other positions
at NCC.
A New Director for
Reibman’s Children
Center leads from
experience. Karen Klein has
worked at the Center for
many years and is loved and
respected by children and
parents alike.
A Marketing Major
has been added for students
who want to pursue careers in
sales, marketing, advertising
or retail management. It
includes a simulation course

photo by ken ek

Cross-Campus Kudos

NCC nEWsMAkerS

in which students will work
together to develop and
present a marketing plan
for a real business.
An Honors Program
now is an option for
students who have at least
a 3.5 grade point average
in high school or college
courses, or who graduate
in the top 20 percent of
their high school class,
or are recommended
by a faculty member or
counselor. More than 50
students are reaping the
rewards this semester.
A Special Studies
Course has been
developed to support
academic success and
retention of AfricanAmerican and HispanicAmerican students by
focusing on the skills
students need to succeed
in college and the role that
cultural influences play in
learning. The class is full!
A Bookstore To Rival
Barnes & Noble (see
page 4)
A News Site To
compete with CNN
NCC news is now updated
daily at www.northampton.
edu/news. Add it to your
“Favorites” or subscribe
to an RSS feed so you
automatically receive new
posts.
A Cafeteria with a
Conscience Styrofoam
is out! “Greenware” is
in! The new cold drink
cups cost a little more, but
they are corn-based and
environmentally friendly. u

From left to right: Teresa Donate, Sherri Meyers, Len Roberts, Ryan Lukow ,Dr. Michael Vasilik, Joe Cresko.

Teresa Donate, associate

professor of counseling,
was one of 11 Latino
leaders from across the
Commonwealth chosen by
Governor Ed Rendell over
the summer to serve on
the Governor’s Advisory
Commission on Latino
Affairs. Rendell described
the people he appointed as
“leaders who are committed
to serving their community
and representing the voice of
Latinos statewide.”

Sherri Meyers ’84

professor of dental hygiene,
was honored by the
American Dental Hygienists’
Association (ADHA)
this past summer with a
distinguished service award
that recognizes outstanding
achievement and dedication
to the profession. Meyers
has taught at NCC for close
to 20 years. She is an NCC
graduate.
Poems by Len Roberts,
professor of English, have
won first and second place
respectively in the River
Styx’s international poetry
contest and the 2006 Allen
Ginsberg Poetry Award
competition. Roberts was
also invited to read at the
Geraldine R. Dodge Festival
this fall along with former
U.S. poet laureate Billy

Collins and other prominent
poets. The festival is the
largest poetry festival in the
country.

Council. McKelvey will
represent Pennsylvania in the
national competition.

Every vet tech major
who graduated in May
passed the Veterinary
Technician National
Board Examination

director of NCC’s
Electrotechnology
Applications Center
(ETAC) and Joe Cresko,
ETAC’s process and
materials engineer, traveled
to Washington, D.C., in
September to accept the
“Most Valuable Pollution
Prevention Award” from
the National Pollution
Prevention Roundtable.
The Roundtable is the
largest membership
organization in the United
States devoted solely to
pollution prevention. The
scientists at ETAC were
honored for work they
have done in partnership
with the Pennsylvania
Technical Assistance
Program (PennTAP) and
Penn State McKeesport
in helping businesses in
western Pennsylvania reduce
water use and wastewater
discharge by more than 70
million gallons, eliminate
12 million pounds of air
emissions, and cut solid
waste by 5 million pounds
over the last five years. u

the following month. The
program’s overall pass
rate for the national exam
over the last eight years
is 94 percent, well above
the national average of
79 percent. “I am very
proud of the hard work and
dedication of the members
of the Class of 2006 that
allowed them this wonderful
accomplishment,” said
Dr. Susan Stadler, the
veterinarian who directs
the program.“They will be
competent, compassionate
veterinary nurses.”

Two graduates of
NCC’s culinary
program captured top
honors in the “Taste
of Elegance Chef
Competition” held at

NCC in August. Kevin
McKelvey took first place
with “Pork Four Ways.” Chef
Ryan Lukow came in second
place with “Trio of Pork.”
The statewide competition
is sponsored by the
Pennsylvania Pork Producers

Dr. Michael Vasilik,
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Sold On Success

BORN FOR THE jOB

Melissa Hiller amid her merchandise (left), and the bookstore’s new look.

managing the bookstore, in her genes
“A chip off the
puppeteer’s block,”
is how Jim Johnson ’89,
co-editor of this magazine,
describes the new bookstore
manager, Melissa Hiller.
Melissa’s father, Duke
Kraus, an artist, puppeteer and
NCC alumnus, managed the
store for more than 20 years.
He retired about 10 years ago.
“Duke was well known
and loved,” Johnson says.
“The College has always
felt like an extension of our
family,” Hiller, a 1979 grad,
says. “We grew up around the
College, and all of us went to
school here at some point in
time.”
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For several years, Hiller
had worked for NCC in
the community education
department and special events
office. Before that, she coowned a retail store.
She does not want to just
assume her father’s role. She
wants to blaze her own path
and make her own mark in
managing NCC’s bookstore.
Hiller envisions the
store becoming more of a
destination place for the whole
College community. She wants
people to be able to enjoy a
cup of coffee while reading a
book by a visiting author, or
to shop for a birthday gift for
a child and a card, too. She

wants to build a relationship
with the NCC faculty so that
she can provide the items they
need for their classes.
“I think the potential here
is limitless,” Hiller says. “I
want to expand our vision of
what we want to be.”
Books aren’t the only thing
this bookstore will focus on.
The world is different
from when Hiller’s father
managed the bookstore. The
Internet has changed how
businesses do business. The
first time her father ever sent
an e-mail, Hiller says, was to
tell friends and co-workers that
he would be retiring.
To compete with the

Internet book market, NCC
has created an Online Ordering
System, Hiller reports. This
system provides a convenient
way for students to purchase
their books and supplies and
use their financial assistance
funds.
Johnson sees similarities
between Hiller and her dad.
“Duke treated his employees,
and people in general, with
respect,” he says. “Melissa is
an upbeat person. She has an
attitude that says ‘How can I
get this job done?’ I just know
she’ll do a terrific job with the
bookstore.” u
By Kristine Porter ’04

photos by randy monceaux

Mark Your Calendar

Shop Til
u Drop

at the New &
Improved NCC
Bookstore

From the wreaths on the door to
the hoodies on the racks to the
circular customer service counter
in the center, NCC’s bookstore has
a new look.
Coffee’s brewing in the
corner near fresh baked muffins
that clamor to be eaten.
No longer do students have
to stand in line twice: once to
wait for someone to find their
textbooks and then to pay for
them. They can now pick them
out themselves.
Need a gift in a hurry? No
need to run to the mall (see our
ad on page 29.) In addition to NCC
apparel, you can also find mugs,
lanyards and water bottles. By the
holidays the selection will expand
to include inspirational books,
candles and stuffed animals, as
well as greeting cards.
The bookstore isn’t bigger.
It just looks it! The change to a
more open layout was made over
the summer based on input from
NCC marketing students who
surveyed fellow students and
came up with recommendations
for improvements.
“This enabled the students
to apply the marketing concepts
they learned all semester to a
real life scenario,” explains their
professor, Wendi Achey. “They did
a phenomenal job.”
If customer satisfaction and
increased sales are the bottom
line, the students should all get A’s.
Stop by and check out the results.
Be sure to bring your shopping list
and your checkbook! u

Art

October 30-November 30
“Fifty Years of Rock &
Roll” Poster Exhibit
Main Campus, Laub Lounge
November 15-January 17
Photography and Video
by Krista Steinke Main
Campus, Communications Hall,
Lecture Nov. 16, 11 a.m. Reception
will follow in the gallery.
January 24-February 21
Paintings, Sculpture,
Drawings by Lawrence
Finney Main Campus,
Communications Hall, Lecture
Feb. 1, 11 a.m. Reception will
follow in the gallery.
November 11
Chess Tournament for
Youth Main Campus, College
Center, 2nd Floor, 8 a.m. – 5
p.m. $20 advance registration;
$25 at the door. Register by
calling 610-861-4120.

Crafts

November 4
Annual Fall Craft Fair
Main Campus, Spartan Center,
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. $2 admission
for general public; $1 for
seniors; Free for children
under 12.

Film

November 28
Fall Film Festival
Monroe Campus, Community
Room, 12:30 p.m.
December 1
Lost Film Festival
Monroe Campus, Community
Room, 1 p.m. Main Campus,
Kiva, 7 p.m.

Grand Opening

November 3
First Friday Fowler
Family Southside
Center 6-9 p.m.

hAppeNiNGs

Music

November 28-December 3
“Defying Gravity”
Main Campus Preview:
November 29, Lab Theatre, 7 p.m.
Performance in Monroe
December 1 & 2, 7 p.m.
December 3, 1:30 p.m.

Speakers

December 13-16
“The Heidi Chronicles”
Main Campus, Lab Theatre,
noon on the 13th; 7 p.m. on the
14th, 15th and 16th.

November 14
Performances by the
Carpentier Quartet
Main Campus, Lipkin Theatre,
11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Monroe
Campus, Community Room, 3 p.m.
November 2
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
& Transsexual Coffee
House Monroe Campus,
Community Room, 12:30 p.m.
November 9
Native American
Culture-J.R. Redwater/
Brave Eagle Monroe
Campus, Community Room,
1:30 p.m.
November 16
9/11 “Last Man Down: A
Fireman’s Story” Main
Campus, Lipkin Theatre, 11 a.m.
November 16
The Making of a
Naturalist-Darryl
Speicher Monroe Campus,
Community Room, 7 p.m.

Theatre

November 9-17
“Tolerance through
Theatre”
Public performances:
November 9: Main Campus,
Lipkin Theatre, 11 a.m.
November 10: Main Campus,
Lipkin Theatre, 7 p.m.
November 13: Fowler
Family Southside Center, 7 p.m.
November 14: Monroe
Campus, 7 p.m.
Performances for high
school classes:
November 10: Main Campus,
Lipkin Theatre, 11 a.m.
November 15: Monroe
Campus, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
November 16: Monroe
Campus, 11:30 a.m.
November 17: Wayne County,
9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Tours of Main
Campus

10 a.m., November 9 &
December. 7
3:30 p.m., November 28
5:30 p.m. November 14 &
December 12

EXCLUSIVE
ALUMNI
EVENTS
Thursday, November 16
Chief Richard Picciotto,
Highest Ranking
firefighter to survive
the world trade center
collapse Author of the
book, ”Last Man Standing.”
11a.m., Main Campus,
Lipkin Theatre. Open to the
public. 7p.m. Lipkin Theatre,
open to NCC alumni.
Tickets required.
Saturday, December 2
Children’s Holiday
Party Fowler Family
Southside Center, 11a.m.-1p.m.
For information on these events
or to make your reservation
for the 7 p.m. presentation,
call 610-861-5088 or e-mail
alumni@northampton.edu.

Keeping the Connection
www.northampton.edu/alumni
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A Map Of Their Own

A Summer Well Spent
Caught in the Act of Learning

The ruins of the old Roman Empire city of Perge, a covered bridge in Kreidersville, and the Iguaza Falls in Argentina became classrooms in which NCC
students and faculty learned lessons that will not soon be forgotten. Pictured here from left to right are Thomas Janis, Bob Krill, and Doug Heath.
For many NCC students,
summer was more than just
a day at the beach. They
worked. They took classes.
And some stepped out of
their comfort zones into other
cultures.
Steps are one of the
things that Thomas Janis will
always remember when he

Colleges for International
Development, Inc. (CCID).
In June, he traveled to Turkey
with Dr. Vasiliki (“Kiki”)
Anastasakos and a group of
students and faculty from two
other community colleges.
The first stop was
Istanbul, a city of 12 million
people, that took Janis’s

that issued a call to prayer
five times a day,” and imams
who read verses of the Qu’ran
that sounded “beautiful like
a song” when they were
broadcast over loudspeakers.
It was also a visit of hills
with many steps. As they were
busy looking at the sights, “a
lot of students fell or stubbed

“A visit to the Kemal Ataturk Museum and
burial place gave Janis a new perspective on
a country that has been home to 13 different
civilizations in the last 10,000 years.”
thinks about Istanbul.
Janis was one of eight
NCC students who participated
in a cultural exchange program
sponsored by Community
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breath away with its “curving
streets that wrapped around
like spaghetti,” “astonishing
architecture,” “incredible
food,” “thousands of mosques

their toes because of this,”
Janis recalls.
Despite the bruises, the
visit ended too soon. Then
it was on to Ankara by train

on an overnight journey that
Janis says “included scenes
right out of a movie, like
goodbye drinks and friends
running alongside the train
as it drifted out of the station,
and the conductor keeping
the door open to let us hang
out and wave goodbye, too
– something that would never
happen in the U.S.”
In some ways, Janis
found Ankara disappointing.
With a population of only 4
million, the city lacked the
energy of Istanbul even though
it is the nation’s capital.
But a visit to the Kemal
Ataturk Museum and burial
place gave Janis a new
perspective on a country that
has been home to 13 different
civilizations in the last 10,000
years. Ataturk, who died in
1938, is considered the father
of modern Turkey. “Just think

if George Washington and
the revolutionary war only
happened 80 years ago,” Janis
marvels.
Of the seven cities the
group visited, Janis found
Cappadocia the most unusual
with its underground cities and
caves dug out of volcanic ash.
There the students
stayed in a beach house on
the Mediterranean and were
treated to a private boat ride.
“At this point in the trip, I
stopped feeling like a poor
college student and more like
a millionaire on some insane
wildly expensive vacation,”
Janis chuckles.
The trip cost far less than a
million dollars, and the lessons
Janis learned were invaluable.
Many Americans know very
little about Turkey, Janis says,
and their assumptions are not
necessarily accurate.
“Turkey is a first world
nation with a bustling economy
and an advanced education
system,” he says. “There
is poverty, and overall it is
probably worse than in the
United States, but nobody
that I saw was sleeping on the
streets in Istanbul or begging for
change.”
When he returned to the
U.S., Janis did an internship in
New York City. “In the city, I
was asked for change several
times and noticed visible signs
of homelessness. There were
places I didn’t feel safe being
in at night,” Janis reflects.
The contrast was striking.
“Even with being white, from
America, and not knowing
the language, I felt safe with
everyone I met in Turkey,” Janis
says. “People seem to take care
of one another.”

“You are more likely to get run over by a
taxi cab than shot by a gun.”
“Don’t get me wrong,”
Janis continues. “Turkey has
its own problems, but you are
more likely to get run over by a
taxi cab than shot by a gun.”
Janis feels fortunate to
be an American, but he came
home from Turkey convinced
that Americans need to educate
themselves better about the rest
of the world. Turkey, he notes,
is right next to Iraq, so what
the United States does there
affects the Turks.
“As Americans,” Janis
says, “we have a supreme
responsibility to the rest of the
world.” It is his hope that when
given the opportunity, other
students will take the important
step of learning “from all the
civilizations of the world.”

South of the
Border:
Doug Heath, NCC’s
peripatetic professor of
geography and geology,
journeyed to Argentina with a
group of 20 faculty and staff
members from community
colleges in the United States,
Canada and China. Sponsored
by CCID, the trip was led by
NCC’s own associate dean for
international programs, Dr.
Manuel Gonzalez. Although
Heath had visited other parts
of Latin America, he had never
been to Argentina before.
He found traveling with
people who knew the country
well invaluable in terms of

gathering information to share
with students in his world
geography classes. He also
enjoyed the opportunity to talk
with Argentinian educators
from institutions ranging from
vocational training institutes to
Ph.D. programs.

Closer to Home:
Wendi Achey, instructor
of business/marketing, got
a taste of best practices in
consumer marketing by
participating in an industry/
faculty exchange made
possible through the NCC
Foundation. Achey met with
managers from Just Born
to learn about promotional
strategies for existing candies,
new product development,
retailing challenges, and
the branding done by the
manufacturer of Peeps®, Hot
Tamales®, Mike and Ike® and
other treats. As part of the
exchange, Achey assisted the
company with several research
projects as well as with market
analysis and exploration of
e-commerce opportunities.

Dr.Sharon
Gavin-Levy, professor
of English, chose Life
Academy, a Christian school
in Allentown, as the site of
her faculty exchange. She
worked with the principal and
faculty in testing a teacher
training program specifically
designed to help teachers

improve the reading skills
of students in urban schools.
After meeting with parents and
teachers to get their input, she
developed a reference guide
teachers can use in working
with students on skills such as
word analysis and phonics and
reading for comprehension.
She expects to adapt some of
the comprehension and critical
thinking strategies to aid
college students.

Bob Krill spent

hundreds of hours measuring
beams and creating a 3-D
model and detailed drawings
of a bridge built in the 1800s.
The project helped Krill gain
proficiency in computer-aided
design, a field he came to NCC
to study so he could expand his
career options. His drawings
will enable the Kreidersville
Covered Bridge Society to
make decisions regarding
how best to preserve the only
remaining covered bridge in
Northampton County. The
small nonprofit organization
couldn’t afford to hire someone
for the job, and Krill needed
the experience. Ed Csongradi, a
licensed professional engineer
who teaches at NCC, made the
match. “It fit their needs and
his,” Csongradi explains. “I
knew Bob could do it because
he is a very conscientious, hardworking individual. It was a
right match.” u
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Support For A College On The move

investing in SUCCESS
Gifts & Grants Set New Record

How does a college keep tuition affordable and provide students with an exceptional education? Gifts and grants give NCC a margin of
excellence that is the envy of many other colleges. This past year the College attracted more than $7.3 million in grant support – a new alltime record. Grants that came to fruition in recent months include:

THANKS A MILLION to Benjamin Erulkar (third from left) and Jerome
Wallace (far right) of the U.S. Department of Commerce, and to
U.S. Representative Charlie Dent (fourth from right), for their support
for a workforce development center on the Southside.
A $1.2 million
grant from the
U.S. Department
of Commerce’s
Economic Development
Administration will
enable the College to create
a workforce development
center at the Fowler Family
Southside Center to support
employers in South Bethlehem
and to prepare area residents
for new job opportunities in
the healthcare and hospitality
industries – fields expected
to be in high demand locally
in the years ahead. NCC
already has strong programs in
both specialties and is highly
regarded by local employers.
The project was ranked as
the number one priority for
economic development in
Lehigh and Northampton
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GETTING THEIR FEET WET: A grant from the Environmental
Protection Agency will enable Dr. John Leiser and his students
to investigate the effects of invasive species and population
growth on the ecosystem in the Poconos.

counties in the Comprehensive
Economic Development
Strategy (CEDS) for the region.
NCC’s president, Dr. Arthur
Scott, credits strong teamwork
on the part of U.S. Senators
Rick Santorum and Arlen
Specter, U.S. Representative
Charlie Dent, State Senator
Lisa Boscola, Mayor John
Callahan, County Executive
John Stoffa, the Lehigh Valley
Economic Development
Corporation, and Dr. Paul
Pierpoint and Helene Whitaker
from the College staff for
making it a reality.
An “Achieve the Dream”
grant from the Lumina
Foundation is putting NCC
in the forefront of colleges
working to close the gap
between academic potential and

achievement for low-income
and minority students. The
College will receive $50,000
this year and may apply for
up to $200,000 over the next
four years to do research and
implement strategies to help
more students earn associate
degrees, complete certificate
programs or to go on to earn
advanced degrees. NCC is one
of only 55 community colleges
(out of 1200 nationwide)
chosen to participate in this
initiative, launched in 2004 by
the Lumina Foundation. Other
organizations providing support
are the Heinz Endowments;
the Houston Endowment Inc;
College Spark Washington;
KnowledgeWorks Foundation;
Nellie Mae Education
Foundation; American
Association of Community

Colleges; the Community
College Leadership Program at
the University of Texas-Austin;
the Community College
Research Center; Teachers
College; Columbia University;
Institute of Higher Education
at the University of Florida;
Jobs for the Future; and Public
Agenda.
A $17,000, grant from
the Environmental
Protection Agency will
enable Dr. John K. Leiser,
assistant professor of biology,
and NCC students to investigate
the effect of invasive species
and residential and commercial
development on stream
environments in the Poconos.
“Many people assume invasive
species and population growth
are having a negative impact,”

left photo by randy monceaux/right photo courtesy of pocono record

Leiser says, “but we need
to look at these things
scientifically.” Working with
Darryl and Jacalyn Speicher
of the Pocono Avian Research
Center, the biology professor
and students enrolled in field
ecology will seek to confirm
or dispel that assumption
by identifying plants and
monitoring bird species at
three different locations:
one urban, one infested with
invasive species and one

representative, and other
members of the House Republican Caucus carried that
vision forward by providing
a $1 million grant to help
Northampton Community
College transform the former
Bethlehem Steel plant headquarters on the south side
of Bethlehem into a center
for education and workforce
development.
Before a standingroom-only crowd at a

reasons, those of us who live
in the greater Slate Belt area
are extremely fortunate to be
represented by an individual
who regards public service as
a public trust, who communicates openly and often with
his constituents, who works
hard on their behalf, and who
consistently votes in the interest of the greater good.”
The College’s president,
Dr. Arthur Scott, thanked
Dally for being “someone

ANOTHER MILLION DOLLAR MOMENT: Students, trustees and others join President Scott in thanking
State Representative Craig Dally (fifth from left) for a grant he presented on behalf of the House
Republican Caucus.

pristine stream. They will
hold public workshops to
share their results with the
community. If invasive
species are having an adverse
effect on the ecosystem, next
year students may be given
the opportunity to be part of
the solution through service
learning projects aimed
at eradicating the harmful
plants.
A Million Dollar
investment
In the 1960s, Craig Dally’s
father was part of a group
of community leaders that
worked to make the vision of
affordable higher education
close to home a reality by
creating a community college
in Northampton County.
This fall Dally, now a state

photo by ken ek

ceremonial check presentation in the building’s lobby,
Representative Dally shared
credit with his colleagues,
and Representatives Karen
Beyer and Julie Harhart,
for helping him secure the
grant. He said that although
the building is not physically
located in their legislative
districts, “that doesn’t matter.
What matters is that this provides a regional resource that
benefits all of us.”
Karl Stackhouse, the
chairman of the College’s
board of trustees, has known
Dally since Dally was a
student at Pen Argyl High
School. A long-time resident
of Dally’s legislative district,
Stackhouse said “at a time
when other legislators are in
the news for very disturbing

who has been with us since
day 1,” and a leader in
bipartisan support for the
project. Last spring, State
Senator Lisa Boscola presented the College with a $1
million grant from the Senate
Democratic Caucus. “Other
caucuses are also working
for grants to fund this fine
facility,” Dally promised,
noting that the College has
done “a great job in raising
private dollars, too.”
In the past two years,
more than 1,400 students have
taken classes at the building,
now known as the Fowler
Family Southside Center. Two
of them, Delia Marrero and
Donna Salter, presented Representative Dally with a gift
basket that included an NCC
cap and mug. u

ExCEllenCe
How does NCC
stack up?
NCC ranked above the national
median in many “critical
performance areas” measured
by the National Community
College Benchmarking Program.
Before this annual survey was
developed, there were few
opportunities for community
colleges to “benchmark” their
effectiveness, says Helene
Whitaker, the vice president who
oversees institutional research
at NCC. Northampton has
participated in the study for three
years. Among the 97 community
colleges that submitted data in
2005, NCC outpaced most in:
n The number of students who
complete degrees within 3 years
n The number of students who go on to
further education within 3 years
n The number of students who persist
(i.e., don’t drop out) between the fall
and spring semesters
n The number of students who persist
from one fall to the next
n Market penetration (the number of
students over the age of 18 who attend
the college compared to all those living
in the area)
n The percentage of minority
employees
n The number of students served in
workforce development programs
n The number of companies for
which the college provides workforce
development
As a result of the work
that NCC’s Center for Business
& Industry, Electrotechnology
Applications Center,
National Training Center for
Microelectronics and business
training departments do, NCC
ranked first in the state in the
last two categories. u
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Resurgent
southside
By Beth W. Orenstein

On the first Friday of every month, the south side of Bethlehem is a happening place.
“Come to a First Friday, and you see everything from little kids to grandparents and everything
in between wandering in and out of the stores and galleries and eating in the restaurants,” says
John Saraceno, who owns a design studio on the Southside. “It’s like a street party.”
First Fridays on the Southside have been big and getting bigger for the last five years plus.
Twenty, 30 years ago, few could have imagined anyone wanting to come to the Southside for
any reason, especially fun.
Like many urban business districts in the 60s and 70s, the Southside lost customers to the
suburban malls. Dale Kochard remembers that half the shops along Third Street were boarded
up when he was a student at Lehigh University in the early 70s.
As Bethlehem Steel, which once employed 30,000 men and women in its mills on the
Southside, began its deep decline in the 80s, it only added insult to injury. “What was once a
very thriving, vibrant commercial corridor followed the lead of Bethlehem Steel,” says Tony
Hanna, director of community and economic development for Bethlehem. “As the Steel shut
down operations, the neighborhood suffered.”
Donna Taggart ’73, who for six years had served as head of the Bethlehem Economic
Development Corporation, says that in the 80s and into the 90s, the Southside business district
had more vacancies than filled properties. “And those that were there were probably not the best
use – pawn shops and things that weren’t going to attract people from Lehigh and outside the
area,” Taggart says. “The neighborhood had become so unattractive that Lehigh University was
directing prospective students and their parents visiting campus to use Interstate 78 and come
over the mountain to avoid the Southside.”
By the time the Steel shut down its cast operations in Bethlehem in 1995 and its coke
works in 2000, it was hard to imagine a comeback as the city’s south side had fallen so far and
so hard.

But there is no doubt that a comeback is underway.
“While there have been lots of ups and downs since the last cast, the Southside has and
continues to undergo a tremendous change and a real renaissance,” says Bethlehem Mayor
John Callahan.
“There is just tons of stuff going on here,” echoes Saraceno, who ignited much of it in 1983
when he started his business in a rundown 9,000-square-foot building on East Third Street; five
years later, he bought the building, converting it into storefronts.
The Southside business district is vibrant again.
In the winter, depending on the weather, First Fridays may be a little slow, but the rest of
the year there are wall-to-wall people, says Kochard, now executive director of regional and
community affairs for Lehigh. So many shops, boutiques and restaurants have opened along
East Third and Fourth streets that many observers compare the stretch to Manayunk, the nowhip restored mill town section of Philadelphia.
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Lots has been happening arts-wise.
In 1998, the Banana Factory, which houses art galleries, studio
artists, arts classrooms and a gift shop, opened on the west end of
Third Street in what had been an assortment of businesses over the
last century. One of those businesses had been D. Theodoredis &
Sons Inc., which in the 1960s processed, distributed and sold bananas
throughout the northeastern United States – hence the Banana Factory
name. The arts center brings more than 20,000 people a year through
its doors.
A SouthSide Film Festival held in June has drawn bigger crowds
each year since a group of area merchants and film buffs started it in
2004.
Also, PBS Channel 39, Lehigh Valley’s public broadcasting
station, recently announced it was moving its station headquarters to
a patch of land south of and directly facing the Steel’s massive blast
furnaces. The new station is to be attached – via courtyard and lobby
– to SteelStax, a planned performing arts center that, as currently proposed, will feature stadium-style seating and a glass wall that looks
out on the furnaces.
Some historic buildings have found new uses, while new buildings are going up that resemble architecture from the Steel’s heyday.
A local developer, Lou Pektor of Ashley Development in Bethlehem, has gutted and renovated two Southside landmarks, converting Union Station into medical offices for St. Luke’s Hospital, and
the Johnson Machinery Building into 172 upscale condos and 34,000
square feet of retail space. The massive machinery shop had been built
by the Bethlehem Steel and the Department of Defense in 1941 to do
millwork for the gun barrels for destroyers and battleships.
Ashley also built a new office/retail complex, the Polk Street
Commercial Center, and has plans for at least two more similar buildings in the neighborhood. All of the buildings will look as though they
were originally part of the early 20th century downtown that was built
up around the old steel plant, Pektor says.

Students, too, have greater reason to come
to the Southside.
A few years ago, Lehigh University opened a $24.5 million
multi-use complex it had built on its Morton Street parking lots. The
complex, Campus Square, offers apartment-style housing for 250 students, parking, a university bookstore and retail space, which is filled
by an Italian restaurant, coffeehouse and ice cream shop. The project
also included adding benches and a variety of plantings, repairing
sidewalks, repaving streets and installing new lighting. Lehigh students are enticed to shop on the Southside because many merchants
now accept their Gold Cards – student debit cards – as payment.
NCC is spending $17 million to turn former plant office headquarters for the Steel at 511 East Third St. into a mix of businesses,
offices and classrooms, including a workforce development center, art
and dance studios, a nursing lab, a youth literacy center, and a kitchen
where it will offer public cooking classes. Renovations of two floors
(50,000 square feet) have been completed, and a third floor has been
upgraded. Credit classes began this fall. When the building – six floors
in all – is totally renovated, the satellite campus is expected to bring
4,000 to 6,000 students to the Southside business district each year.
Industry also is returning to the site where Bethlehem Steel once
operated on 1,800 acres – 20 percent of the taxable land mass of the
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city. Lehigh Valley Industrial Park is turning 1,000 of the acres it
bought from the Steel in May 2004 into its seventh park. Its first business, United States Cold Storage, opened in April 2005.
A Los Angeles-based developer, Majestic Realty Co., also is
moving forward with its plans to develop the 550-acre tract it owns
adjacent to LVIP VII as a business park, while a power plant, Conectiv, and an intermodal freight terminal have risen from the ashes.
Thanks to Lehigh and NCC’s presence, about four square miles
of the Southside became one of the first Keystone Innovation Zones
(KIZ) in the state. Under the program started by the Rendell administration, facilities that locate in a KIZ are eligible for special priority and low-cost financing as well as other benefits. The designation,
that came when 13 partners, including NCC, got together, is certainly
helping attract some very high-tech and other innovative businesses to
the area, says Steve Melnick of the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation, the liaison for the program.

ot...
Hot...

BethWorks: Shopping, Eating, FUN

First
Fridays
on the
Southside
have been
big and
getting
bigger

The most talked about piece of the Southside renaissance is the
126 acres of former Steel property west of the Minsi Trail Bridge that
BethWorks Now, LLC is hoping to turn into a shopping, arts and entertainment district. The BethWorks Now partnership includes principals of Newmark Knight Frank, a New York real estate developer and
commercial brokerage firm, headed by Barry Gosin; Michael Perrucci, a local attorney and developer; and the Las Vegas Sands/Venetian
Hotel and Casino.
The $879 million project hinges on Las Vegas Sands winning
one of two available slots licenses from the state. The state said it
would award the slots licenses by Dec. 15, but it may not be until early
2007, says Taggart, now community liaison for the Sands Corp. While
six operators are vying for two stand-alone licenses, Hanna believes
odds favor the Bethlehem brownfield getting one of them.
In addition to a casino, the Sands-BethWorks site will feature a
12-story hotel, 1,500-seat cinema, stores, restaurants, a common area
and parking deck as well as the National Museum of Industrial History
(NMIH). Associated with the Smithsonian Institution, the museum
will promote the role and achievements of American industry in building, transporting and defending America.
At more than 100,000 square feet, the national museum will be
smaller than originally envisioned by the redevelopment plans Bethlehem Steel had drawn when it shut down operations, but it will still be a
major attraction, says Steve Donches, president and CEO. “We expect
it to attract hundreds of thousands of people annually,” he says.
BethWorks Now donated the land for the museum as well as for
Channel 39’s new home, which will be part of this complex.
As if all that were not enough, an urban park is in the works
that will run between Third and Fourth streets, from Union Station to
Saucon Park, along the railroad right of way. With its trees, benches
and scenic lighting, the greenway will connect the Southside neighborhoods, merchants and the proposed BethWorks casino complex.
The city has $2 million of the $5 million it needs to begin building the
park and expects construction to begin early next year.

Vision, and a little time

How has the Southside succeeded where most other towns that
lose their bread-and-butter industry only end up clinging to life? Those
involved agree it is the result of a shared vision.
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John Saraceno says he and a few other merchants saw the Steel’s
collapse coming and began engineering a rebirth before it died. “A
handful of us believed that eventually Bethlehem Steel would go
away, and we knew we needed not only to build a merchants’ community but also to work with the people in the neighborhood to start to
do what needed to be done,” he says.
Saraceno rallied with a few others to start the Downtown Merchants Association. The early entrepreneurs, he says, were a bunch of
people not ready to give up on the Southside. “We started bringing it
back from the dead,” he says.
Taggart agrees that the dedicated core of Southside business
owners like Saraceno were instrumental. “We’re lucky in the Lehigh
Valley to have people who are passionate and committed to making
these things happen,” she says.
It also helped, Hanna says, that the Steel’s demise was not overnight. “Fortunately for us, the Steel’s death was a rather slow one and
something we were able to adjust to,” he says. “Every time there was a
change, it wasn’t an abrupt change. We had been given lots of warning
and opportunity.”

A developer’s model on display in Bethlehem City Hall shows the
vision for BethWorks Now entertainment and tourist complex
on the Bethlehem Steel site.

The BIG GUNS of Development
Bethlehem Steel also was successful in attracting big name developers who were able to step in when what was once the nation’s
second largest steelmaker filed for bankruptcy in October 2001, Saraceno says. “You have got to give the guys at the top of Bethlehem
Steel some credit. No matter what you think of what they did with
the plant, they managed to save the property. They couldn’t pull it off
themselves to develop it, but they held it together for someone else to
step up to the plate.”
“Newmark is one of the finest developers of old buildings and
urban environments of any in the country,” Saraceno says. “If they
hold true to their word, they’ll save 20-some buildings and the blast
furnaces. I think it’s promising.”
The city council, the city government and the mayor’s office
have all been very cooperative, says Roger Hudak, a resident of
the Southside and chair of the Mayor’s Southside Task Force.
“They looked ahead in the planning of this project. Deep community, government and local organizational involvement have
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been part of the renaissance from the beginning.”
Hudak also says that the historic preservation aspects of the
project are a vital part of making the Southside a “destination.”

Education and revitalization
The city has made a lot of infrastructure investments in the area
– in roads, lighting and fiber optics, that help make it attractive to not
only businesses but also residents, Hanna says.
A lot of people credit Gregory Farrington, the now-retired president of Lehigh University, with accelerating the change underway
on the Southside. Farrington came to Lehigh from the University of
Pennsylvania, which is regarded as a leader in a growing trend among
urban colleges and universities to invest heavily in the neighborhoods
where they are located. Colleges and universities – including Yale
in New Haven, Columbia in Harlem, and Trinity in Hartford, Conn.
– have been designing programs and buildings meant to integrate students and the surrounding communities to the greater benefit of all.
Farrington “was very much into urban renewal,” Taggart says.
“Once you get a president who is driving it from every aspect, you
have such a great catalyst for economic development.” According to
Lehigh’s community affairs director, Farrington’s predecessor, Peter
Likins, paved the way “in really starting the thought process that
Lehigh University is much more part of the community and needs to
take a greater role in the Southside.”
Officials also credit NCC for helping to create a community
where people can “live, work and play.” Mayor Callahan says that’s
been his vision for the Southside and thanks to NCC’s opening its satellite campus, it’s closer to reality. “How wonderful that residents of
the Southside can walk down to the community college and get whatever training they need to participate in our new economy. Then, when
they’ve completed their studies or training, they can walk to their jobs
at BethWorks or LVIP VII or in the new office buildings. When you
think about community revitalization, it doesn’t get a whole lot better
than that.”
Dr. Arthur L. Scott, president of NCC, says the College had
been looking to come to the Southside for several years and would
have done so regardless of the current activity. What’s happening on
the Southside, he says, “only enhances our reason and desire to be
there.”
It is a nice side benefit, adds Paul Pierpoint, dean of community
education, “that we can take this great old building and preserve it and
bring it back to life.”
NCC’s involvement on the Southside is already paying off. It has
helped to attract more than $7 million in private funding and state and
federal grants, with even more anticipated.
While there is much more to be done, most believe the future
looks bright for the Southside and is only going to get brighter.
“Over the last six, seven years, the rate of change has been accelerating at an incredible pace,” Callahan says. “You can drive down
Third Street today and see buildings that didn’t exist a year ago. Drive
down in two years, and you’ll see even more new buildings and more
great changes. And you’ll continue to see even more after that.”
Saraceno could not agree more: “We have a pretty cool urban environment going here now. And it’s only going to get even better.” u
Beth W. Orenstein of Northampton is a freelance writer.

Mastering Space

The future from a Recycled Past

By Michael E. Nagel

The ‘For Sale’ pitch was tempting: historic office building in emerging neighborhood. Loads of potential.
Needs work, but ideal for those willing to dream big!
Northampton Community College, as everyone knows, dreams big; the ‘For Sale’ became ‘Sold’, and the
building that belonged to history was born again to the present as NCC’s Fowler Family Southside Center.
But first things first. How do you walk into a once-proud office building – a little musty, a little dusty,
and frankly just a bit scary with its haunting emptiness, and see past the cobwebbed years to things as they
might be?
Enter Silvia Hoffman, a principal in MKSD Architects, a long-time partner of Northampton Community
College and no stranger to dreaming big. From the design and construction of the Student Enrollment Center
to the Spartan Center, Hoffman has been there to guide and encourage NCC.
The past fell away and “what might be” filled Hoffman’s vision the first time she walked into the former
Bethlehem Steel building at 511 East Third Street in Bethlehem. “Anytime I walk into any building, no matter
what kind of condition it’s in, it’s full of potential,” says the architect. “That’s the bottom line. I always think
of what the potential is and I always get really excited by the possibilities.”
I knew exactly when I got off the elevator that it would be great to blow out the wall that was concealing
the view out to the south side.
“In terms of design, and for the (1940s) era, it was about what I expected, although it did have that
Bethlehem Steel mystic. The juxtaposition of the project, from corporate office to college, which required
taking smaller, closed-in spaces and making them larger and more functional as classrooms and support space,
was a real challenge.”
Hoffman is no stranger to reuse: MKSD’s home base happens to be a converted barn north of Fogelsville.
In fact, the majority of the projects that Hoffman has been involved in over the years involve reuse. Whether
it is an increasing interest in recycling, or MKSD’s reputation that attracts such projects, or simply because
reused space is less expensive than new, “The clean-sheet project is fairly rare.”
A 1994 graduate of Lehigh University, Hoffman once called South Bethlehem her home. Like so many
whose relationship with the Southside spans years, she calls the current transformation of the neighborhood
“remarkable and exciting.” As to how the Southside of today compares with the South Bethlehem of her days
at Lehigh, she laughs, her point succint: “Night and day.”
Hoffman, who also holds a master’s degree in architecture from North Carolina State University, wears
a number of hats in her firm, serving as both a project designer and an interior architect. In addition to holding
AIA certification, Hoffman holds LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) accreditation
from the U.S Green Building Council, confirming her expertise in green building practices and principals.
So, has she ever seen evidence of the ghosts old buildings are said to house? “I don’t think I hear ghosts,”
Hoffman chuckles, “but to me, buildings have life to them. You never know when you’re designing a building
what 50 years from now will bring. I think it’s always intriguing that buildings seem to take on personalities
based on the people who inhabit them.” u
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Life in a Melting Pot

Growing up in the Heights

By Victoria Hoffich-Bowyer ’75

I felt very fortunate growing up in what was once referred to as “The Heights,” the melting pot of
Bethlehem. To most European families, this was their first American home after being welcomed through
Ellis Island.
My parents, sister, grandparents, aunt, uncle and cousin all lived within a few blocks of each other
on Second and Emery streets. My grandparents were the founders of Hoffich’s Hotel before my aunt and
uncle took it over. My mother was the proud entrepreneur of Geri’s luncheonette, which was attached to
our home, located right across the street from the Second Street Gate entrance of the Bethlehem Steel.
My world was filled with pounding, booming, whistles, truck and train engines and the cacophony
of shift workers’ voices. The only time I would experience calmness and quiet was when I attended daily
Mass before school at St. John Capistrano Church.
Everyone I befriended living on the Heights knew English as a second language. We spoke SlovakUkranian at home, my best friends spoke German and Russian, and our next-door neighbors were Puerto
Rican. How I grew to love chorizo sausage, rice and beans. It was a great combo when served with
halupkies and pierogies.
When my mother wasn’t making her famous soups in the luncheonette, she was busy trying to beat
the black steel dust off the newly washed white sheets on the line. My father was the popular baseball
player, “Lefty” Hoffich, who “pitched” in at Hoffich’s Hotel, the luncheonette, and also was proprietor
of a used car lot.
It was a sad day when all the hundreds of families had to move as their homes were being torn down
to make room for the new furnaces being built by the Bethlehem Steel. It was quite devastating as a little
girl to not only have to say goodbye to all my friends, but to watch our house catch fire on moving day.
We lost quite a bit of furniture and clothing, but that was all replaceable. What we truly lost were hundreds
of neighbors, diverse in their cultures, foods and languages, who all lived together, watched out for one
another and were proud to be part of that melting pot, “The Heights.” Eternal Memory. u
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station
power

When you think of a radio disc jockey, you typically
don’t associate the word “shy.” But back in college,
I was that guy – a quiet Radio & TV major with high
aspirations and a real fear of the mic.
My professors, however, showed me that we’re all
in this together and, beyond all the technical skills,
taught me how to work with people and manage my
time. In the end, I learned to believe in myself. It’s an
experience I’ll probably never have again in life.
It’s the experience I had ... at Northampton.

Sam Malone
On-Air Personality
Becca & Malone in the Morning
CAT Country 96 WCTO
Alumnus, Northampton Community College
Radio & Television

northampton.edu • 610.861.5500

Where Are You Going?

From Fear to Home

A Life-Changing walk

By Joan Campion

There are endless ways to think of Bethlehem’s Southside, and some of them are more complimentary than others.
I like to think of the neighborhood as the world in a small space, because to this place came members of so many
nationalities and religions, all seeking a new and better life. How many groups were there? To this day no one knows for
sure. At least 50; perhaps more than 100. More than you would find anywhere else, except in the nation’s largest cities.
I also think of the Southside as a school for Americans, because once these groups arrived, they rubbed shoulders,
learned to tolerate each other and work together – admittedly sometimes with difficulty. They found jobs and educations
for themselves and their children, and contributed to mighty national enterprises, such as victory in two world wars.
But I must admit that my first opinions of the Southside and its residents were considerably less complimentary.
When I first moved to the neighborhood in the 1970s, I thought it – well, scary. I was from the country, and found it
unnerving to live in the shadow of Bethlehem Steel’s blast furnaces, those huge industrial behemoths, puffing away in the
background. Then, too, the place was past its prime and run down.
Before I moved, people muttered warnings of crime in the neighborhood. I paid as little attention as possible; but
their mutterings did cause me some anxiety for a time.
I felt at home for the first time the Sunday afternoon I girded myself for a long walk through the neighborhood.
From Ontario Street to Hayes Street and back I walked in a wide loop. I passed churches and houses, stores and bars.
And I heard Greek and Hungarian, Spanish and English and Portuguese. Depending on where you are (and most certainly
around NCC’s new Fowler Family Southside Center), you can still hear those languages today, and even more. That’s
good. In principle, whenever you encounter a new language, you potentially encounter a new world to explore.
When I returned from my life-changing walk, I had a new thought about the place I now called home: this place is
not dangerous; this place is interesting.
And I set out to explore it in depth. For the next several years, I attended services at almost all the Southside
churches, plus Brith Sholom Community Center. I did volunteer work for a Southside organization, showed up for every
festival and commemoration I could manage, and in general became a Southsider through and through.
As often happens when we give ourselves to something outside ourselves, I gained more than I gave. This was
perhaps the richest, most gratifying, most mind-expanding period of my life.
Soon there will be a new Southside, with new peoples and new ways of life. I expect that it will be interesting in new
ways; but I also believe the old ways and the people who lived them will never be totally lost. u
About the Author: Joan Campion is a freelance writer with strong ties to Southside Bethlehem. Her books include “In the Lions
Mouth: Gisi Fleischmann and the Jewish Fight for Survival” (iUniverse.com) and “Smokestacks and Black Diamonds: A History of
Carbon County, Pennsylvania (CHTP Press).” Currently, she is preparing her essay on Southside Bethlehem life, “Saturday Night and
Other Celebrations,” for republication.
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Front
and
Center
Northampton

By Paul Pierpoint

As the former Bethlehem Steel office building purchased by NCC continues undergoing renovation, more
classrooms, student lounges and staff office space become available every month.
Windows in the six-story Fowler Family Southside Center have views of South Mountain on one side
and the sprawling BethWorks tourist development on the other.
Over the summer some 75 NCC staff members moved into the building.
To date, the College has invested $11 million in the building and plans to spend at least $17 million for
180,000 square feet of new space.
The following update will fill you in on what’s up and running and what’s still to come:

Demonstration
Teaching Kitchen

The kitchen is designed
to support classes for the
home market rather than
the professional chef.
Programming emphasizes
gourmet cooking, nutrition,
cooking on a budget, food
preparation for people with
special needs, and a variety
of ethnic cooking styles.
We expect to have many
area chefs serve as guest
instructors in the facility.
In addition to cooking,
the room will be used for wine
classes and other programs
featuring entertainment in
the home.

Dance Institute
This program is barely off
the ground right now, but
it has huge potential. The
institute will include noncredit dance instruction, a
credit dance degree program,
small performance space
and significant outreach to
academic and performance
partners. The facility has two
photos by philip stein

dance studios. This could
be a very popular program
with middle school and high
school students as well as
with our own students.
Non-credit programming is designed to avoid
competition with existing
dance academies by focusing
primarily on social dancing.
A survey of youth in the
neighborhood indicated that
one of the activities they
would like to have after
school is a place for dance
teams to practice.

The Youth Literacy
Reading Room

Children’s Center

This facility supports nurse
aide, personal care aid and
direct service provider training
along with other non-credit
health care education programs. The facility is already
heavily used, and discussions
are under way now for a partnership that could necessitate a
second lab by next summer.

Planned for the third floor
after renovation. When complete, the facility will include
a children’s center for daytime
child care and also facilities
for early childhood education
programs and family literacy
programming.
The Center will serve 78
children 24 months old and
older. We plan to make this an
inclusive center and will work
with Via (and probably others)
to provide services.

This is a partnership with the
Cops & Kids program, that
involves distributing tens
of thousands of books each
year to children throughout
the Lehigh Valley. Books are
stored in the basement while
waiting for distribution. Some
are displayed on the shelves
in the Reading Room. The
Reading Room also supports
weekend Horizons for Youth
reading programs.

Nursing Lab

Adult Literacy and
English as a Second
Language
By far the largest programs at
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In Their Own Words

Lastasha Serrano:

GED

I enjoy taking classes here on the Southside
because you know everyone, and it’s easy to make
friends. Also the staff is very kind and patient.
Whatever you need, everyone is here for you!

Ismari Valentin:

The kitchen’s ceiling mirrors give a ”hands-on” view.

Culinary

I enjoy taking class here because it’s close to
home and some of my friends are here.
I like it. It’s quick and easy.

the Center, Adult Lit and ESL
have served over 1,400 students since July 2005, in 14
new classrooms. The facility
also houses the administrative offices for the Center for
Adult Lit and Basic Workforce Education.

Professional Driving
NCC created a new program
to train professional commercial drivers in the facility.
The classroom component of
the driver training program
is housed here along with the
administrative offices. The
in-cab portion of the program
is done on a lot north of
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Bethlehem. This program is
surpassing initial enrollment
projections.

Steelworkers’
Archives
There are ongoing discussions
about becoming a location
for the archives, providing a
facility that will promote effective cataloging and allow
for secure access. This facility
would support research as
well as ensure preservation of
valuable records and artifacts
from the history of Bethlehem
Steel’s steelworkers. This
project is on the back burner
at least until we have a better

handle on the long-term financing for the facility.

Technology
Transfer Center
This center will initially house
the Coatings and Inks Research Institute offices and
lab as well as the Institute
for Manufacturing Energy
Management. A number of
programs and services will be
added to this center over time
in response to demand. Approximately 3,300 square feet
will be renovated in the next
couple of months to accommodate administrative offices,
a classroom, 1,000-square-foot
lab and a meeting room.

Workforce
Development Center
The College was awarded a
$1.2 million EDA grant by
the U.S. Department of Commerce to create a Workforce
Development Center on the
sixth floor. The center will
provide flexible programming in response to employer
needs – especially those in
hospitality/tourism and health
care. Programs could include
training for all aspects of the
hospitality industry, gaming
(including slot machine technicians), customer service,
retail sales and management,
and food service. Many
of these programs will be
designed, equipped and delivered specifically in partnership with employers. NCC is
prepared to train thousands of
people for the jobs that will
be created in the BethWorks
Now project, let alone the
many additional jobs that will
be created across the rest of
Southside Bethlehem.

Community
Programming
The facility provides the opportunity to offer a wide array
of recreational and personal

development courses to the
public, as well as after-school
and weekend academic enrichment programs for youth.
Programming for adults and
for youth will include (among
other things) fitness classes,
art, sculpture, cooking and a
wide variety of crafts. Two
art studios as well as gallery
space in the lobbies and elsewhere support a strong emphasis on the creative arts.

Other specialized
facilities:
Architectural
Design Studio

Building

This studio is located in unrenovated space on the first
floor. It supports the secondyear architecture and interior
design program with realworld design projects. When
renovations begin on the first
floor, the plan is to relocate
this studio to the second floor.

Large Meeting/
Conference Room
A very large open area on the
third floor provides space for
meetings and events for up
to 300 people. The space has
already been used for a wide
variety of activities including
a concert by a popular Puerto
Rican musician. The space
will also serve as gallery for
large pieces of art.

Studio Space for
Art Students
The College plans to make
much of the first floor available for NCC, Lehigh and
Moravian art students to use
as personal studio space. This
is an idea that arose from the
“Some Serious Business” Art
Show that ran on the first floor
in August and September. The
art show was a huge success,
bringing 50 artists, mostly
from the colleges in the area,
together; the largest art show
ever in the Lehigh Valley. u

Bridges With Steel and Dreams

By Kevin Gray

When Donna Taggart was
a little girl, she remembers
watching her father – lunchbox
in hand – walk through the
gates of the massive Bethlehem
Steel plant and melt into the
mass of workers. Taggart often
wondered what it looked like
behind the gates.
Years later, with the Bethlehem Steel site closed and
vacant, Taggart knows exactly
what is behind those gates – incredible potential. And she’s
working to transform what has
become a rusting symbol of
Bethlehem’s past into a vibrant
centerpiece of the city’s future.
Taggart, who graduated
from Northampton in 1973
with a degree in business administration, is president of
Taggart Associates, an urban
redevelopment consulting firm
specializing in project funding,
transportation planning and
environmental clearance,
which she co-founded with
photo by randy monceaux

her husband, Glenn, in 1997.
She has been involved in the
revitalization effort for Southside Bethlehem for more than
a decade through her current
work and various other positions.
“There really weren’t
many businesses that were
on the Southside when I first
began work there, and the ones
that were here weren’t the ones
you wanted,” she says. “The
students didn’t come down to
the Southside. It was such a different place.”
Taggart’s specialty is instilling or reinitiating vibrancy
into communities. Prior to her
work with Taggart Associates,
she was the vice president
of regional development for
the Lehigh Valley Economic
Development Corporation
(LVEDC), and held previous
jobs as executive vice president
of the Bethlehem Economic
Development Corporation and
as the director of administration
for the Lehigh Valley Industrial
Park.
Throughout her career,
Taggart has spearheaded efforts
to develop industrial parks,
revitalize urban areas, and
build public consensus on planning and development issues
in the Lehigh Valley. One of
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Rose Quinquilla

English as a Second Language

“I like Southside because
it’s close to home. I also like it
because my teacher explains
everything I need to know. I
feel comfortable here.”

Martha Ortiz

English as a Second Language

I feel very comfortable
in the building, and I’m
starting to feel more
confident learning English.
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her current clients is the Las
Vegas Sands Corporation,
the majority partner in the
BethWorks Now project that
includes plans to redevelop the
Bethlehem Steel site into an
entertainment, shopping and
historical venue. Given NCC’s
strong hospitality programs,
Taggart expects the college
will play a key role in training
staff for Sands.
Taggart also gives freely
of her time to community
organizations. In addition to
serving as a member of NCC’s
Foundation board and executive committee, Taggart is past
chair of the ArtsQuest board
of trustees, a member of the
Via board of directors, on the
Power of Women advisory
committee and vice president
of Bethany United Church
of Christ consistory. She also
is past board member and
secretary of the Pennsylvania
Economic Development Association, Leadership Lehigh
Valley and New Bethany Ministries.
“Northampton Community College taught me how
important it is to be an active
community member,” Taggart
says.
So when Taggart left the
LVEDC to join Taggart Associates, the decision to locate
the business on the Southside
was an easy one.
“It was really a personal
decision,” says Taggart, who
also earned a degree in business administration from
Cedar Crest College. “My
husband is a transportation
planner, and we both have
been involved in the revitalization of the Southside. We
wanted to be here and show
our support. We wanted to be
part of what’s happening.”
Taggart says that partnerships between Lehigh
University and the City of

Bethlehem, the work of the
past three mayors who focused
public sector dollars to attract
businesses, the persistence of
the longtime merchants that
remained, and the buzz surrounding the Bethlehem Steel
site all are elements crucial to
the rebirth of the Southside.
“Currently, there is tremendous speculation about

and deliver training. For
example, Taggart explains
that when Agere Systems
was booming, it couldn’t hire
people fast enough.
“NCC redid its programs
so they could get people
through there and ready for
work in six months,” she says.
“With the work on the Southside, we’re talking about the

“Now, our challenge is to
Figure out what we are going
to become. And in the end,
it’s all incredibly exciting.
what’s going to happen, and
people want to be part of the
growth,” she adds. “You can
really see the positive impact it
has had reflected in real estate
values, which are much higher
than in years past. Folks are
going into these neighborhoods
and trying to buy houses. In
addition, there aren’t a lot of
commercial buildings that are
for sale on the Southside right
now. They’re pretty full, which
is a great sign.”
Taggart has urged NCC to
open a branch on the Southside
for years. Now a reality, she
says NCC’s presence is a key
ingredient to the redevelopment and revitalization effort.
“Northampton is such a
critical component when you
look at workforce training…
and the College is doing
such a great job of integrating the programming with
the neighborhood. I just was
in there the other day with a
Southside Task Force meeting.
Northampton opens its doors
for things like that. To me, it is
such an amazing resource.”
Another benefit to NCC’s
presence is its flexibility when
working with employers to
develop specialized programs

same kind of training to meet
the needs of new employers
that would need to be up and
running relatively quickly.”
Challenges remain.
Taggart says things are moving
slowly because people want to
make sure that they’re “doing
the right thing and asking the
right questions” about issues
such as the impact of development on area roads or public
service providers.
Year after year, decade
after decade, Bethlehem Steel
produced the materials that
helped shape our region and
our nation. Now, NCC’s presence has meant that the site,
once again, is taking raw materials and producing strength.
“We knew what we were
as a steel town, and we saw
where that was going,” Taggart
said of the decline of the industry in this region. “Now,
our challenge is to figure out
what we are going to become.
Putting NCC on the site is
reshaping the Bethlehem Steel
property into what we are
today. That is technology. It’s
education. It’s hospitality and
entertainment. It’s retail. And
in the end, it’s all incredibly
exciting.” u

The Magic of Reading

Southside’s Newest Chapter

By Katherine Noll

Kindness is contagious. The compassion of a police officer from Racine, Wisc. has traveled across the country and found
a home at Northampton Community College’s Fowler Family Southside Center.
The officer’s idea was simple – supply books to children in the neighborhood. The literacy program, Cops ‘n’ Kids,
was born. Chapters started up around the country. When Beverly Bradley heard about it through her volunteer work with
the Bethlehem branch of Quota International, a worldwide service organization, she immediately fell in love with the
concept.
“My whole life has come to this moment. It is magnificent – such a magical thing,” says Bradley, who taught
for 30 years at Southern Lehigh High School. When the local Quota chapter adopted the program, Bradley was asked
to organize it.
Soon, with the help of dedicated volunteers, she was holding book drives and collecting new and used children’s
books to ship to area elementary schools. To generate excitement about books, community leaders, high school and
college students, police officers and other adults volunteer to go into schools and read to students. Children are
encouraged to choose books to keep.
The Bethlehem police have been enthusiastic participants from the start. They not only read to children, they
also provided room to store books in their substations. As the project grew, Bradley began storing books at the CocaCola warehouse, the Hamilton Business Center and the Lehigh Valley Educators Credit Union. To date, more than
78,000 books have been distributed.
Just one thing was missing: a cozy place for kids to curl up with their favorite book.
After learning about the Cops ‘n’ Kids program through a volunteer, Dr. Paul Pierpoint, dean of community education
at NCC, thought there could be a place for it at the College’s new Fowler Family Southside Center.
“I thought maybe a police officer could have an office in the building to distribute books. I didn’t think much beyond
that,” Pierpoint said. But after learning about a Cops ‘n’ Kids Reading Room in Delaware, he began to dream big.
“The Reading Room is more than Cops ‘n’ Kids, it is part of NCC’s Horizons for Youth camp program, Art as a Way
of Learning (in-school program) and the Family Literacy program,” he says. “It is the symbolic and physical center of all
of our youth literacy efforts on the Southside.”
NCC’s Reading Room, made possible with donations from Ethan Allen, Air Products and KNBT, is filled with warm,
inviting furniture. Bookshelves line the walls, and plush, oversized sofas beg you to slip off your shoes and cuddle up with
a story. An art station, student learning center and adult center are all part of this very special room.
Reading to children helps them expand their vocabulary, learn about the world, gain confidence and do better
in school. Unfortunately, not all children have the same access to books and one-on-one reading time. By bringing
books to the classroom through Cops ‘n’ Kids, and creating a literacy center in the Fowler Center, more books can
be distributed to children who need them most.
If you would like further information about the Cops ‘n’ Kids program, or would like to volunteer or donate books,
please contact Beverly Bradley at 610-861-7561 or at lvcops-n-kids@att.net. u
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Milling around on the Southside:
Serious Business is
Serious Fun

New York City had “The Gates.” South
Bethlehem had “Some Serious Business.”
More than 1,000 people flocked to NCC’s
Fowler Family Center in September to see the
massive art exhibit that opened during the first
week of classes. The show was unusual not
only because of its size and scope (the work
of 49 artists filled 42 rooms and hallways)
and the nature of their creations (including
audio and digital art), but also because of the
setting in a building that once served as the
command center for the second-largest steel
company in the nation. The imposing edifice
has become a canvas on which Northampton
Community College is bringing a new vision
and new opportunities to the Southside, but
the transformation is still a work in progress.
While renovations continue on the upper floors,
the College provided 25,000 square feet of “raw
space”on the lower level as a gallery for artists
to “paint on, draw on, write on, scribble on,
experiment with, hang from, scream into, defile,
desecrate or beautify” prior to its conversion
into professional offices and retail space. The
instructions – and the idea for the show – came
from Mick Chapuk, an artist who teaches adult
literacy classes in the building. In his curator’s
message, Chapuk acknowledged, “It’s a little
ironic that a building once dedicated to the
most pragmatic of all endeavors, the building
of America, will be dedicated during this show
to an artistic, cultural, intellectual undertaking.
Then, as now, however, the goal was and is to
create something powerful and eloquent, and
that is always some serious business.” u
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aLUmNi nOTes
Accounting

1971 William H. Shaw,
Jr. of Tavares, Fla., retired
on June 30 after 38 years at
the Lehigh Valley Post Office. He and his wife, Donna,
have one child, William
Shaw, III.

LOG ON
to NCC’s alumni home page
www.northampton.edu/alumni

Access AlumniNet,
your gateway to the
Alumni Online Community.
An exclusive tool designed for
personal and professional
networking and an easy
way to reconnect and
keep up to date with
fellow alumni.

UPDATE:
Last issue, the Alumni Office
held a contest for new
members. Over 60 alumni
registered for AlumniNet
during our contest giveaway.

Congratulations to
Joseph Jacobs, Funeral
Service alum ‘98, who
is the winner of an NCC
Alum sweatshirt!

Automotive
Technology

1991 Andrew Middleton
of Dunnville, Ontario, Canada is an automotive technician and long distance truck
driver for Yager Bros.Trucking in Ontario.

2000 Patrick Iampietro
is an operations manager at
Merchants National Bank in
Bangor. He and his wife,
Lucia, live in Bethlehem and
have two children, Paul and
Luke.

1994 Brad Oessenick of
Albrightsville is employed at
Poc-Data, Inc. in customer
support, new sales, service
calls, and software improvement and troubleshooting.
He is a new homeowner.

Advertising Design

1998 Brian Cwiertniewicz is employed at
Lehighton Chrysler, where
he was recently promoted
to lead technician. He and
his wife, Denise, live in
Albrightsville and have a
daughter, Dakota, and a son,
Deryk. Brian and Denise
volunteer their time in their
children’s sports programs.

1987 Traci AnfusoYoung, an adjunct professor
at NCC and freelance designer, was the recipient of
the Adjunct Professor of the
Year Award at NCC’s staff
appreciation dinner this
spring. She and her husband,
John, live in Nazareth.
1991 Christopher
Johnson is the owner of
Brickhouse Advertising, Inc.
in Muncy. He and his wife,
Jennifer Lynn, live in Muncy
and have two children, Benjamin and Audrey Lynn.

Donna Waterman is a

homemaker and mother of
three children, Kevin, Hannah and Sarah Jane. She and
her husband, Craig, live in
Emmaus.

Business
Management

1995 Janet Day of Easton
works part time in NCC’s
bookstore.
1998 Debra Possinger
recently graduated from
Leadership Lehigh Valley.
She has been appointed to
the board of directors of the
Volunteer Center of the Lehigh Valley, an organization

that connects people with
volunteer opportunities in the
area. Debra and her husband,
Matthew Fetherman, live in
Bangor. She has two children, Abigail and Danielle
Possinger, and two stepchildren, Coral and Mason Fetherman.

Chemical
Technology

2004 Linda Gold of Stockertown works for Binney &
Smith, Inc. in Easton.
2005 Matthew Spaziani
is a bridge officer for the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge
Commission in Easton and
Belvidere, N.J. He also teaches physics at SELAH Learning Center. Matthew and his
wife, Jeri, live in Easton and
have two daughters, Eliana
and Rebekah.

Computer Aided
Design

2001 Joseph Ruggiero of
Hanover received a bachelor’s degree from Penn State
University in 2004. He is a
service technician at SGS
Slicing Solutions in Randolph, N.J.

Computer Graphics

1998 Julie Manno of Waterford is an office assistant
at Goodell Gardens & Homestead, a non-profit botanical
continued on page 31
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Registered user of AlumniNet. Log on to www.northampton.edu/alumni to find out more.

}

{NCC’s alumni HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING

Keeping the Connection
www.northampton.edu/alumni

Get in the holiday gift-giving spirit. Celebrate his or her
accomplishments. Buy a brick and join the many along the
Alumni Walkway, or buy that special someone an NCC
alum sweatshirt available at the bookstore.
Happy holidays from your NCC alumni staff and friends.

ALumNi prOFiLe

A Personal Take On History

forging a legacy

OF PRIDE
Bruce J. Ward ’81 (Gen. Ed.), ’97 (Radio and TV)

By Myra Saturen

Bruce Ward: with his videos the legacy of Bethlehem Steel is not forgotten.

Like a herd of wild
animals, the clamor kept
Bruce J. Ward ’81 and ’97
awake in the middle of the
night. To the 5-year-old’s ears,
it sounded terrifying – like
beasts crying and screaming.
Later he learned where the
noises came from: giant saws
cutting through steel beams at
nearby Bethlehem Steel.
Ward has memorialized
the vast presence and power
of Bethlehem Steel in two
videos, A View From Inside,
which he produced in 1999,
and Proud Spirit Arising,
written and directed by
Billee Nickell Smith, which
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he edited in 2004. Through
personal interviews, aerial
shots, historical footage and
stills, Proud Spirit Arising
portrays the immigrant
steelworkers and their
families – their labors, the
ever-present danger of their
work, their perseverance and

the struggle to unionize. Ward
is re-editing the film, to be
aired in the near future.
Ward spent his childhood
ferrying between his home
on the Northside and those of
relatives on the Southside’s
Fourth, Bessemer and
Mechanic streets. Many

family members toiled at the
Steel: his father, grandfather,
mother, aunt and grandfather’s
brothers worked at the plant
at various times. When Ward
began his own 27-year career,
he became a third generation
steelworker.
The day began with
taking a number at the
gate and walking up to a
mile to an assigned work
station within the eight-mile
plant. “We lifted, carried,
climbed, made alterations,
did the construction and the
demolition of all buildings,
machines and facilities,
Ward says. “It was hot in
the summer, cold in winter,
dirty, heavy and greasy. The
work was dangerous, too
– there was always peril from
falls, poisonous gases, burns,
explosions, being pinched by
equipment.”
Ward says that working
at the Steel was different from
other factory jobs, given the
operation’s enormous scale
and scope. “It was so large,
so loud, like nothing else in

“You can’t name a city that doesn’t have a
bridge, railroad or a building made from
our steel.”

photo by phil stein

continued from page 28

the world. Hot metal came
out of a machine, got poured
onto the floor and into a
transporting device, was made
into ingots and into red hot
beams several hundred feet
long, got cut, stacked and
loaded into trucks. At every
step, if something didn’t
work, we fixed it.”
The work day could
be as long as 16 hours, the
work week, seven days.
The steelworkers’ labor
forged not only steel but
pride. “Bethlehem Steel was
instrumental in shaping the
skylines of all the major
cities in the United States and
abroad,” says Ward. “You
can’t name a city that doesn’t
have a bridge, railroad or
a building made from our
steel. Our work enabled the
armies and navies of the
United States and our allies
to win two world wars. The
things we were doing had
a hand in keeping the free
world, the economy and the
United States going.” Ward
was proud to work beside his
neighbors, many of them from
Steel families going back
three or four generations.
Off and on during his
years at the Steel, Ward was
attending NCC, earning an
associate degree in general
education in 1981. With the
company in decline, he was
laid off in 1997. He then
returned to NCC, completing
a degree in radio and
television. After graduation,
Ward used his education to
interview former co-workers
at Bethlehem Steel. The result
was A View from Inside, a

documentary that premiered
in 1999 at Touchstone
Theatre.
These days, Ward
is a substitute teacher at
Bethlehem Area VocationalTechnical School’s Academy
for Media and Visual Arts,
a charter member of the
Steelworkers’ Archives, and a
photographer with a studio
at the Banana Factory. He
also performs as a magician
and clown.
A man of strong
enthusiasm, Ward counts
his experience at NCC as
one more source of pride. “I
am proud to have graduated
twice from NCC. My
affiliation with the radio and
TV program was one of the
highlights that carried me
through during the time I
wasn’t at the Steel,” he says.
He is very excited that
NCC has opened a site on
the Southside. Ward hopes
that his videos will be part of
the Southside’s legacy and a
testament to the steelworkers’
achievements. “The man on
the line made it happen every
day,” he says, “through heat,
snow, sleet, hail. Everyone
had a hand in it, and everyone
should know how great
they were.”
Ward’s videos may be
purchased at the Banana
Factory Gift Shop, Ward’s
Banana Factory studio and
the Moravian Book Shop.
For the premiere of the reedited Proud Spirit Arising,
watch the Banana Factory and
Steelworkers’ Archives
Web sites. u

garden located in Edinboro.
She is responsible for the
design and layout of the
organization’s print materials, as well as updating of
the Web site, greeting visitors to the gardens, giving
tours, maintaining a membership database and other
administrative tasks. Prior
to this position, she was an
administrative assistant at
Pax Christi USA. Manno,
who also earned a specialized diploma in graphic
design from NCC, is looking forward to advancement
within the organization and
challenging and exciting
years at Goodell Gardens.

Criminal Justice

1995 Mary Catherine
Marinkovits and Brent
Schnoke were married on
April 25 in Montego Bay,
Jamaica. Mary Catherine
is a property manager at
Sperry Van Ness Imperial
Realty. The couple lives in
Northampton.
2005 Marcia Stewart
of Easton is a legal assistant
for Dwight L. Danser, Esq.
in Easton.
2006 William O.
Hughes of Bethlehem is enrolled in the criminal justice
program through DeSales
University’s Access program. William is an avid
fly fisherman.

Culinary Arts

2001 Cassandra
Mulligan of Indiana is a
dietary aide at St. Andrew’s
Village in Indiana, Pa. She
formerly was employed as a
cook at Kirkland Village.
Cassandra is continuing her
education at Indiana Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania,
majoring in nutrition/dietetics with a minor in Latin
American studies. She plans
to graduate in the fall of
2007.

Data Processing

1980 Brian Beegle of
Endwell, N.Y., is a software
engineer at IBM Corporation in Endicott, N.Y. He
received a master’s degree
from the State University of
New York, a bachelor’s degree from the Rochester
Institute of Technology, and
an associate degree in accounting from NCC.
1983 Melanie Miller of
Montgomery Village, Md.,
has been promoted to software engineering associate
manager at Lockheed Martin Corporation in Washington, D.C. Melanie received
a master’s degree from
Johns Hopkins University
Whiting School of Engineering in 2005 and a bachelor’s degree from DeSales
University in 1985.

Dental Hygiene

1985 Beverly Wachtmann is employed by Dr.
Mary Viechnicki and Sodexho at Lehigh Valley
Hospital-Cedar Crest. She
and her husband, Thomas,
live in Emmaus.
1989 Pamela Spadoni of
Easton is a dental hygienist
at Enea Dental Associates.
1998 Michele Leon,
RDH is a dental hygienist for
Charles Anderson, DDS in
Mount Pleasant, S.C. She and
her husband, Christopher,
live in Goose Creek, S.C.
continued on page 33
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Ethnic Pride, Community Pride

after
the
WRECKING BALL
College-bound and confident.

By Kevin Gray

Maxine Rosko Marsh, a child of rich history.

When Maxine Rosko
Marsh would walk outside of
her home on a typical summer
day during her childhood, the
air was filled with noise. The
languages of the residents of
Southside Bethlehem brought
the melting pot concept right to
Marsh’s East Mechanic Street
doorstep. And it was all set
against the constant screeching
of steel ringing out, day after
day and night after night.
The residents didn’t have
much in terms of money, but
they were rich with ethnic and
community pride.
“Everyone knew everyone
else,” recalls Marsh, who graduated from NCC in 1975. “All
of the mothers stayed home
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with their children. The mothers
in the neighborhood would get
together at our house or another
house and share recipes of their
nationality.”
But, while there was an
overarching sense of geniality among the residents of
the Southside, Marsh’s father
was nervous; the feelings of
suspicion generated by the
Cold War were in the back of
everyone’s mind.
“I was in first grade, and
my father told us not to tell
anyone we went to the Russian
church,” Marsh says. “We
wanted to have ethnic pride,
but we also wanted to be cautious.”
Still, days were filled

with playing hopscotch on the
sidewalks and riding bikes in
the huge cinder parking lots of
the Bethlehem Steel.
“We would draw lines
in the cinders to make houses
and streets, and ride our bikes
down the streets,” Marsh
laughs. “I still have some
pieces of cinders in my knee
from falling off my bike in
those parking lots.”
Eventually, Bethlehem
Steel wanted to buy houses in
the neighborhood and demolish them to build an oxygen
furnace. Marsh watched as
the once-proud homes of her
friends and neighbors met
an ignoble fate issued by a
wrecking ball.
Happy with the opportunity to buy a new house and
get away from an area that
had become more riddled by
crime, Marsh’s family moved
to Bethlehem Township when
she was in sixth grade.
After graduating from
high school, Marsh chose to
attend NCC.
“I was the first generation who had the opportunity
to go to college,” she explains. “I chose Northampton
not only because it was affordable, but also because I
felt it offered a good transition
from high school to college.
I was very, very shy, and
Northampton let me enter
college life gradually. I gained
a lot of confidence there.

People were very friendly, and
professors were very helpful.”
She went on to East
Stroudsburg University where
she majored in elementary
education before earning a
master’s degree in education
from Marywood University.
A resident of Lower
Nazareth Township, Marsh
teaches sixth grade in the
Nazareth School District. Her
daughter is a senior at Nazareth High School and is taking
an English course at NCC.
Marsh, too, has taken more
classes at NCC, including art
classes, dance classes and exercise classes.
“The College contributes
so much to the people of this
area,” Marsh says. “I believe it
has surpassed people’s expectations as far as what it offers.”
Marsh is happy to see
NCC as a linchpin in the revitalization effort of her former
home, Bethlehem’s Southside.
“I think the work that is
being done to revitalize the
Southside is great,” Marsh says.
“The industrial aspect of this
region is so important to our
history. And it was a rich area
for our cultural history, as well,
with all of the immigrants who
lived and worked there. I think
NCC will draw in some of the
lower-income students – both
adults and younger people
– and expose them to an educational opportunity they might
otherwise not have had.” u
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1999 Angela Yorina
received a bachelor’s degree
with honors from College
Misericordia in May 2006.
She was listed in Who’s Who
Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges and
the National Dean’s List. She
also received the Collegiate
All-American Scholar Award.
She is the president and continuing education chairperson
of the Northeast Pennsylvania
Dental Hygiene Association.
Angela works part time as a
dental hygienist and lives in
Wyoming with her husband,
Carl. They have two daughters, Kaylee 5, and Cara 4.
2003 Kelly Susan Gehris and Brian Scott Miller
were married on Nov. 5, 2005,
at Woodstone Golf Club in
Danielsville. She is a dental
hygienist in Bethlehem. The
couple lives in Whitehall.

Early Childhood

1988 Kristen Vargo
is a A/P billing assistant at
JRC Logistics. She and her
husband, John, live in
Bethlehem and have one
child, Jessica.
1994 Staci George is a
second grade teacher in the
Pen Argyl School District.
She received a master’s degree in education from East
Stroudsburg in 2005 and a
bachelor’s degree in elementary education from East
Stroudsburg University in
1998. Staci and her husband,
Robert, live in Bangor.
1995 Shawna Gibbs is a
business manager at McNeil
Consumer Healthcare in Fort
Washington. She and her
husband, Andrew, live in
Ardsley.

2002 Katherine McFadden
Ihrie and Donald John
Ciccolella were married on
June 16 at St. Magdalen De
Pazzi Catholic Church in
Flemington, N.J. Katherine
is a teacher at the Montessori School in Pennington,
N.J. She graduated from
Thomas Edison State College in 2006 with a bachelor’s degree in history/social
sciences. The couple lives
in Hamilton, N.J.
2006 Elizabeth Stroble
of Avis is a director at Mom’s,
Inc. in McElhattan.

Education

1970 Weda Mosellie of
Phillipsburg, N.J., is a retired
school teacher/director of
English and drama in the Phillipsburg, N.J., school system.
She has won numerous prizes
in cooking, and her freelance
articles have appeared in local
newspapers and magazines.
Her recipes have been published in Taste of Home magazine and Gooseberry Patch
catalogs/books.
1975 Marlene

Werkheiser-Romig
of Easton was selected as Big
Sister of the Year at the annual banquet of Big Brothers/
Big Sisters of the Lehigh Valley in April. She was nominated by her Little Sister of
four years, Marimar Melendez of Easton. Marlene has
been employed by Lafayette
Ambassador Bank for 25
years and currently serves as
Assistant vice-president, internal operations service
manager. She also received
an associate degree in banking at NCC in 1992.
1992 Jennifer Shields
of Harleysville is an internal

associate at RSM McGladrey
in Blue Bell. She has two children, James and Jessica.
1994 Elaine Scott of
Richmond, Va., is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree from Strayer
University-Henrico. She is an
application processor at Suntrust Bank in Richmond.
2001 Debra Kelley of
Bangor is a first grade teacher
in the Bangor Area School
District. She received a bachelor’s degree from East Stroudsburg University in 2003.
2003 Felipe Claudio of
New Centre, Mass., is a fulltime K-6 teacher at Achievement Academy of Boston. He
plans to complete his M.Ed.
this year.

Electronics
Technology

1998 John Heffner of
Northampton is the co-owner
of Total Fencing Solutions, a
residential fence installation
company that operates in the
greater Lehigh Valley area. He
is also a 2004 graduate of
NCC’s business administration
program.

Emergency Fire
1991 Jacqueline

Lilley-Mccammon was

promoted to the rank of lieutenant within the Bethlehem Fire
Department this past March. She
has also been upgraded to the
status of suppression adjunct
instructor at the Pennsylvania
State Fire Academy in Lewistown. Jacqueline received a
bachelor’s degree from Empire
State College in 1996, where she
majored in business, specializing
in fire administration and fire
prevention/protection. Jacqueline and her husband, Marvin,
live in Bangor.

1994 Anthony Preletz of
Bethlehem is a professional
firefighter for the City of
Bethlehem.

Engineering

1979 Jeff Brown is a
quality control inspector at
B. Braun Medical, Inc. He
received a bachelor’s degree with distinction from
Muhlenberg College. Jeff and
his wife, Molly, live in Allentown and have two daughters,
Nicole and Stacy.

Funeral Service

1993 Susan Davis
received a master’s degree
from Temple University in
2005 and a bachelor’s degree
from Wilkes University in
2000. She is a social worker
at Keystone Children & Family Services in Harrisburg.
Susan and John J. Peters were
married in 2003 and live in
Mechanicsburg.
1997 Amanda DuncanShepherd is a funeral director at Rupell Funeral Home
in Phillipsburg, N.J. She and
her husband, Tim, live in
Easton and have two children, Amri Amanda and
Sawyer Timothy.
1998 Joseph Jacobs is a
funeral director at Jacobs Funeral Home, Inc. in WilkesBarre. He and his wife, Erika,
live in Wilkes-Barre.
2005 Carl Schumacher of
Easton is a funeral director
assistant at the Morello Funeral Home, Inc. in Easton.

General Education

1973 Phillip Heil of Fort
Washington received a bachelor’s degree from Temple University in 2006. He is a
continued on page 35
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steering
power
My organization helps direct talented career
and technical students who want to round out
their leadership and business skills. We guide
them, recognize their accomplishments and
connect them to employers that can bolster
their professional lives. It’s amazing how
a simple bit of outreach makes such a difference
and motivates people to reach new heights.
Not long ago, people reached out to me ...
at Northampton.

Melinda Maldonado-Stumpf
Executive Director
SkillsUSA Council, Allentown
Graduate, Northampton Community College
Business Administration

northampton.edu • 610.861.5500

Where Are You Going?

continued from page 33

freelance photographer and
has one child, Samuel.
1974 Janice Florey of
Minden, Nev., is the director
of assessments, grants and
project, and the principal of
Jacobsen High School in Lake
Tahoe, Nev. Jacobsen High
School serves adjudicated
youth from across the state of
Nevada, from grades 7 to 12.
In 2004, it was named a National Distinguished Title 1
School, recognized for its success in “closing the achievement gap,” a goal of the
federal legislation “No Child
Left Behind.” JHS was one of
31 Title schools that received
this national honor. Janice
received an M.Ed. in elementary education from Lehigh
University in 1981, an Ed.D.
in curriculum and instruction
from the University of Nevada, Reno in 1985 and a
bachelor’s degree cum laude
in elementary education in

1975. She has done additional
graduate work in gifted education at the University of Georgia in 1985. Florey was the
founding president of the Nevada Association for Gifted
and Talented in 1991 and was
named Nevada Teacher of the
Year in the field of gifted and
talented education in 1993.

Infrastructure-CONMEC.
Carol and her husband, David,
live in Center Valley and have
a son, David Jr.

General Studies

Liberal Arts

2002 Don Hofner Jr.
is a laboratory technician at
sanofi pasteur in Swiftwater.
He and his wife, Jamie Heller,
live in Blakeslee.

Michele Phillips is an

assistant director at Valley
Counseling Group in Bethlehem. She and her husband,
Christopher, live in Bethlehem
and have two children,
Zachary and Jordan.

Individualized
Transfer

2005 Carol Hamm is a
project manager at GE-

Interior Design

2002 Amanda Santini
of Highland Park, N.J., is a
CAD designer at Bohler
Engineering.
1976 Donna Acerra is an
associate professor of communications at NCC. She received
a master’s degree and a bachelor’s degree from Temple University. Donna and her
husband, Mario, live in Bethlehem and have three children,
Kali, Chloe and Carlo.
1997 William Stauffer
is employed as the program
director of the Halfway
Home of the Lehigh Valley, a 36-bed residential
drug and alcohol treatment
center. He serves on the
steering committee of the

Practice Improvement Collaborative of the Institute
for Research, Education and
Training in Addictions in
Pittsburgh. He also serves
on the Advisory Council
for the Applied Psychology
Program for the Lehigh Valley Campus of Penn State
and has lectured on addiction at three colleges. He
is on the board of directors
of the Drug and Alcohol
Service Providers Organization of Pennsylvania and
is the current president of
the Pennsylvania Halfway
House Association. He
graduated summa cum laude
in May from Kutztown University, earning a master’s
degree in social work. He
also graduated summa cum
laude from Cedar Crest College, where he received the
Lecie G. Machell prize in
social work. William lives
with his wife, Julie Miller,
in Allentown.
continued on page 37
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Seeing Justice Done

Her
PLACE
in
COURT
Alyson Remsing ’05 (Paralegal)

By Myra Saturen

Alyson Remsing, in love with the world of law.

Tracking a trial at the
Northampton Courthouse with
fellow NCC paralegal students,
Alyson Remsing ’05 was
struck by the thought: “How
exciting it must be to come
here and work every day!”
Just two weeks later, and
six months into her paralegal
studies, an ad on campus
caught her attention: First
Deputy District Attorney Paula
Roscioli was seeking a personal assistant. Suddenly, Alyson
went from learning about
estates and trusts in class one
day, to applying her knowledge in Roscioli’s Easton
office the next. “It was neat
to be learning and working at
the same time,” she says. She
especially enjoyed delving into
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research for family law and
malpractice cases.
Before long, Roscioli
asked Remsing to be her campaign assistant in the 2005
primary race for Northampton
County Court of Common
Pleas judge. “I traveled all over
Northampton County to get
signatures on petitions, raised
funds, recruited volunteers,
distributed campaign literature
– anything that needed to be
done,” she says.
Capping it all off was
Election Day, when Remsing
got up at 5:30 a.m., May 17,
2005, to work at the polls. She
remembers every hour of that
busy day. By 9:30 p.m., she
and other campaign workers
were watching the returns on

a TV at Stefano’s Restaurant
in Bethlehem, yelling with
excitement as Roscioli sped
down the stretch to a clear
landslide.
After the election, Roscioli tapped Remsing to be
her judicial secretary, and
Remsing, Roscioli and Roscioli’s law clerk moved into a
cozy office in the Northampton
County Courthouse. “It was a
strange feeling going to Judge
Roscioli’s swearing-in ceremony and having a reserved
seat in the front row of Courtroom #1 with my name on it,”
Remsing says.
At the courthouse,
Remsing performs the many
activities of running a legal
office: proofreading judges’
opinions, maintaining schedules, keeping track of tight
court deadlines, and researching cases. Remsing enjoys the
camaraderie of working with
attorneys, judges and fellow
judicial secretaries. She loves
the sense of accomplishment
that comes from looking at the
month’s agenda and knowing
that challenging tasks have
been completed. She relishes the suspense of a trial in
session.
A resident of Bethlehem,
Remsing earned a bachelor’s
degree in history and political
science at Moravian College
in 2003. Pondering her next

step, she enrolled in paralegal
classes at NCC soon after,
aiming to increase her marketability. “Everything I learned
at NCC has been useful and
relevant,” Remsing says. “I
learned how to research and
write about the law, to manage
a legal office, to keep on top of
deadlines, to draft legal opinions,” she says. “There are so
many times when a question
comes up at work, and I can
remember exactly in which
NCC class I learned about that
subject.”
She admired her professors, who brought expertise
gained from careers in the
legal profession to the classroom. “Professor Annie Laurie
Meyers had a huge impact on
my life,” Remsing says. “I saw
that she is a strong, independent, accomplished woman,
and I wanted to be like her.”
Remsing still marvels
that, only a year and a half
after imagining what it would
be like, she works at the
Northampton County Courthouse herself. “Coming to the
courthouse every day is still
sometimes surreal to me,”
Remsing says. “I remember observing one of Judge
Giordano’s trials during my
first year of taking classes and
thinking it would be nice to
work here someday. And here
I am!” u
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1997 Monica Szanyi of
Chicago, Ill., is an associate
buyer at Sears Holdings Management Corporation in Hoffman Estates, Ill.

Anthony Tedeschi of

Bloomington, Ind., is a reference associate at the Lilly
Library at Indiana University.
He received a MLS from Indiana University in 2005 and a
bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University.
2000 John Ward of Quakertown is enrolled in the doctor
of psychology, licensure specialization in humanistic and
transpersonal psychology
program at Saybrook Graduate School & Research Center in San Francisco, Calif.
His recent academic highlights include: American Psychological Association
Graduate Student-Campus
Representative for Kutztown
University in 2004-2005;
Manchester Who’s Who Registry Among Professionals in
Counseling and Development
2005-2006, Honors Edition;
and MA MFT counseling
intern for the Catholic Social
Agency in Berks County.
John is a member of numerous professional societies and
has attended professional
workshops and development
sessions.

2002 Rebecca Brandt of

Bethlehem has been awarded

a Fulbright Scholarship and
has accepted a teaching position in Berlin, Germany, for
the upcoming academic year.
She graduated summa cum
laude from Moravian College
in May 2005. Rebecca has
been a substitute instructor for
ESL, ABE and GED classes at
NCC’s Fowler Family Southside Center.

Library Assistant

1987 Victoria Schafer
is an administrative assistant
at Minerals Technologies, Inc.
She and her husband,
Michael, live in Easton.

Machining and
Fabrication

2003 Grant Marshall
Taff and Marcie Ann Lakatosh of Danielsville were
married in October 2005 in
Sacred Heart Church in Bath.
Grant is employed by Nazareth Machine Works.

Medical
Administrative
Assistant

2002 Julie Schmoyer
and Jonathon Ringnalda of
Bath were married in October
2005 at St. John’s Church in
Bath. Julie works for Lehigh
Valley Hospital as a medical
administrative assistant.
2005 Lynn Anoai of
Whitehall has had a whirlwind
of non-stop activity since graduation. She spent two weeks in
Italy and was in her first music
video. Her acting career has
kept her busy in 2006 with a
role in Rocky 6, concerts in
February and March and another movie role in April. In
May, Lynn turned 21 and was
cast in her second music video.
In July she landed another role
in a movie whose filming began in August.

Medical OfFice
Specialist

2004 Tina Rundle of
Wind Gap is an outpatient
administrative assistant at
Northwestern Human Services
in Bethlehem. She has also
received an associate degree
in early childhood from NCC
in 2000.

OfFice
Administration

1994 Jennifer (Gardner)
Galvin and her husband,
Michael, announce the birth
of Lauren Elizabeth Galvin on
January 25 at York Hospital.
They also have a daughter,
Meghan Marie. The family
lives in Wrightsville.

Practical Nursing

2001 Jean Handler
of Walnutport is a unit
supervisor at Holy Family
Manor in Bethlehem. She
was chosen Nurse of the
Year by Senior Catholic
Housing and Healthcare for
2005 and has qualified for
inclusion in the 2006/2007
edition of the Manchester
Who’s Who of Executives
and Professionals. Jean
serves as a mentor for new
nurses in gerontology.

Radiography

2004 Todd Zimmer of
Schnecksville is a CAT scan
technologist at Sacred Heart
Hospital in Allentown.

Radio/TV

1993 Lonnie Snyder is a
partner at V.S. Land Data in
Phillipsburg, N.J. He and his
wife, Kerry, live in Phillipsburg, N.J., and have a son,
Evan.
1994 Stephanie Radler
is back at NCC as a full-time
student. Stephanie and her

husband, Chad, live in Walnutport and have a son,
Brayden Riley.
1996 John Schroter of
Huntersville, N.C., is a video
editor working with the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association in Charlotte, N.C. He
produces a semi-monthly
prime time TV special as well
as video support for live crusades and other events. John
and his wife have three
daughters.
2001 Sarah Anne Trimmer
and Russell George Janette of
Wilson were married on May
27 at Crivellaro’s. Sarah is a
manager with Home Depot.
2003 Ryan Matz of
Macungie works for Reading
Area Community College as
the education media technician. He was married in
April 2005.
2006 Kristin LaBar
of East Stroudsburg is a
promotions assistant at
Clear Channel Radio in
Allentown.

Real Estate

2004 Stephen Lance is the
Mayor of Blairstown Township in N.J. and the tax collector for Frankford Township in
N.J. He and his wife, Karen,
live in Blairstown and have
three children, Emma, Anita
and Joshua.

Registered Nursing

1975 Dottie Mathers
of Montoursville is an associate professor of medical/
surgical nursing at Pennsylvania College of Technology. She has written three
workbooks to accompany
continued on page 39
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Deep Roots, Strong Commitment

just between
NEIGHBORS
By Michael E. Nagel

Joanne and Hank Barnette, dedicated to education

To Hank and Joanne
Barnette, the neighborhood, to say nothing of the
neighbors, is familiar. Seated
in the conference room of the
National Museum of Industrial
History on East 3rd Street in
Bethlehem, it is clear that their
lives are inexorably linked to
this storied portion of Bethlehem, known familiarly as the
Southside. Storied because the
area has seemingly gone from
boom to near-bust, and now
seems poised like never before
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to boom yet again. Curtis H.
(Hank) Barnette has been here
for every chapter. He arrived
in the neighborhood in 1967
as an attorney for the Bethlehem Steel Company where
his sharp mind, vision and
common-sense approach to
business was quickly noticed.
Hank advanced steadily
through the ranks and was
elected the company’s chairman and CEO in 1992, a
position he held until his
retirement in 2000. During

his tenure, he focused much
of his energy toward trying
to improve Bethlehem Steel’s
overall nationwide businesses.
In the end, it was not to be
for the local operations. The
previously unthinkable came
to pass, and when the furnaces and hearths went cold,
the Lehigh Valley faced life
without Bethlehem Steel.
But the Barnettes did
not give up on the city. Their
roots and their strong commitment to this community are far
too deep. Hank is a trustee at
Moravian College, a member
of the Lehigh Valley Partnership and a former trustee at
Lehigh University, among
just a few of his local affiliations. Joanne has been active
in, among others, the Junior
League, Historic Bethlehem,
Lehigh Valley Community
Foundation and the Allentown
Art Museum, and she has
played a significant role in the
creation of what is now Leadership Lehigh Valley.

Both are natives of West
Virginia and regularly spend
time there. And both are
graduates of West Virginia
University, where the couple
met. Hank is a member and
former chairman of the board
of governors of West Virginia
University, and he remains
active at Yale, where he earned
his law degree and now serves
as chairman of the Yale Law
School Fund board. Joanne
has a master’s degree from
Lehigh University and serves
on the College of Education
Advisory Board. He maintains “of counsel” status for
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom LLP, working from
their offices in Washington,
D.C. Suffice it to say that his
accomplishments in business,
law, government and public
service could be the topic of an
additional profile; but that is
something Hank would prefer
be left for others to judge.
Joanne was the first to
have contact with Northampton

“The way I look at it,” says
Joanne, “it’s called payback
time!”

photo by randy monceaux
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Community College. “My first
relationship [with the College]
was some years ago,” she
says, “when I took a computer
course – WordPerfect – and
it went just great. Now I’d
like to take Spanish, if I ever
stay home long enough! We’d
known about the College
since we arrived though, and
it was a little controversial in
those days. There were people
who wondered why we were
spending tax dollars on adult
education.”
Hank adds, “We knew
all three of the presidents of
the community college, and
their spouses, starting with Dr.
Richardson. All of them are
very responsible leaders and
members of the community,
and we learned a lot about the
College from them. Our admiration for the extraordinary
coursework the College has
presented to the Lehigh Valley
is great – what an excellent
resource.” Hank points to the
wide range of courses offered
at NCC and notes how it cuts
across the entire community.
“It provides everyone an opportunity to do as much with
their lives as they can do, to
achieve their greatest potential,” he says, “To me, that’s
what higher education is.”
Given his tenure at Bethlehem Steel, Hank Barnette
retains a keen interest in the redevelopment of the Southside.
He was the leader in developing plans for BethWorks
and Bethlehem Commerce
Center, and he is a member
of the Lehigh Valley Industrial Park board. As chairman
and director of the National
Museum of Industrial History,
Hank is deeply involved with

efforts, including fundraising,
to establish a museum within
BethWorks to honor the past,
and to educate future generations about what are arguably
the most compelling stories of
the modern industrial age that
have transported and defended
America. “The Southside can
provide business, cultural,
living, recreational and other
opportunities for those who
choose to locate here,” Hank
says. “The Fowler Center is an
important part of the overall
development, and we are very
encouraged and optimistic that
the Southside is in a stage of
significant rebirth and development. The College’s presence
really complements all of the
activities that are taking place
here. We admire Linny and
Beall Fowler for all they’ve
done for the community – they
really have it right!”
In retirement, the
Barnettes have dedicated
themselves to providing access
to education, and especially
to higher education. “We both
know that if it were not for
higher education, we would
not have had the opportunities
that we did,” says Hank. “You
can serve in many ways: by
volunteering time, by teaching
or by giving money.” They
recently created a scholarship
fund at Northampton Community College, the latest in a
series of funds they established
at other colleges and universities with whom they enjoy a
close relationship. “The way
I look at it,” says Joanne, “it’s
called payback time!” u

medical-surgical nursing
textbooks, titled Virtual
Clinical Excursions 3.0.
She developed lessons that
encourage students to use
critical thinking as they
assess the virtual patients
and plan, implement, and
evaluate nursing interventions, evaluate diagnostic
results and critique physician orders. She earned
a master’s degree from
College Misericordia and
a bachelor’s degree from
Eastern Washington University. While employed as
a full-time faculty member,
she continues to work at the
Williamsport Hospital &
Medical Center.
1990 Gabriele Young
of Bethlehem is a registered
nurse case manager for
Highmark Healthcare Man-

agement. She has two children, Christopher and
Geoffrey.
1997 Linda Beal of
Belvidere, N.J., is a psychiatric nurse practitioner for
Affiliates in Clinical Services in Phillipsburg, N.J.
She received a master’s degree from the University of
Pennsylvania in 2005 and a
bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University in 2004.

2002 Tracey HawkAndrews of Kresgeville is

employed by the VNA of St.
Luke’s Hospital. She and her
husband, Clay, are proud to
announce the birth of their
daughter, Hailey Rose Andrews.
2003 Nicole Pedrick
of Alburtis is employed by
Lehigh Valley Hospital-

NCC Foundation’s
26th Annual Golf Tournament

(from left to right): Tyler Rothrock, Kevin Muldowney, Zack Fischl (low gross winner),
Bill Bearse, Dwight Gregory, Craig Paukovitch (longest men’s drive), Chris Burcin.

On Monday, Sept. 25, 128 greens-lovers took to the links at NCC
Foundation’s 26th Annual Golf Tournament at Woodstone Golf
Club in Danielsville. Members of NCC’s student golf team participated, along with athletic director, Bill Bearse (all pictured
above). May the skies be as sunny for next year’s tournament as
they were this year.
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Readers Respond

more in depth. Your articles
on leadership and change as
well as EQ were superb. I
encourage you to continue on
with more articles on these
most important topics. I am
sure your students and faculty
appreciate having such a
wonderful staff producing this
great magazine. Thank you
again and keep up the great
work!
What an awesome issue!
Northampton continues to
evolve into something better
and better. I’m proud to be
connected.
I miss all of you, wish
I’d never left.
Rebecca Hess ‘03!

Thank you for publishing an
excellent magazine! Many
publications come across my
desk, and this issue’s front
cover inspired me to read

ge

Larry Wiersch, MS, EMTP,
Executive Director, Cetronia
Ambulance Corps.

Thanks so much. You put out
a great publication. It’s nice to
know what classmates are up
to! You just did a nice article
on my new commissioner
– George Barkanic! Great job!
Have a great summer.
Jacqueline A. LilleyMcCammon
1992 Emergency Services
Technology degree

E-MAIL US YOUr LETTERS at:
jjohnson@northampton.edu, pjoly@northampton.edu

in MemORiam
Steven Papciak ’87 of Bushkill Township, a graduate of the

business management program, passed away Aug. 16. Steven
was a licensed realtor for 18 years, and for the past five years
worked with ReMax 100 Real Estate Company in Easton.

Cedar Crest as a registered
nurse in the operating room
on the vascular team.

Secretarial
Science
Administration

1972 Sandra Vulcano
is the president of Easton’s
city council and is employed
as a vital records registrar for
the State of Pennsylvania. She
has been a member of NCC’s
alumni association board of
directors since 1998 and
serves on its fundraising committee and alumni/student
outreach committee. Sandi
and her husband, Pat, live in
Easton and have one daughter,
Michele.

Social Work

1999 Paul Metzgar
of Bethlehem is a licensed
social worker at Valley Youth
House in Allentown. He received a master’s degree in
social work from Marywood
University and a bachelor’s
degree in social work from
Kutztown University.

Special Education

2004 Erin Michele
Nash and David Louis
Beinert of Saylorsburg were
married on Sept. 10, 2005,
at The Chateau Resort and
Conference Center in Tannersville. Erin is employed
with Liquid Fence Company
in Albrightsville.

Sport Management

2002 Adrian Yaguez and
Erica C. Fowler were married on April 22 at St. John’s
United Church of Christ in
Easton. Adrian is employed
at NCC as the manager of
the Spartan Center. The
couple lives in Easton.

2004 Gordon Brile
of Bechtelsville is a sales
intern for the Reading Rage
Soccer Club. While at NCC,
he was named 2003-2004
Resident of the Year.

Theatre

2004 Aaron Coyle and
Danielle Miller were married at the Sea Shell Resort
in Long Beach Island, N.J.,
in May 2005. Aaron is employed at the Hard Rock
Café, Times Square, New
York City. The couple lives
in West Paterson, N.J.

Travel/Tourism

2001 Brandi Lynn
Keiper married Kenneth
John Collins in October
2005 at St. Anne’s Church
in Tobyhanna. She is employed with Travel Impressions in Bethlehem. The
couple lives in Saylorsburg.

Truck Driving

1998 Jorne Matthew
Walter and Sheena
Colleen McConnell were
married on May 20 at the
Cascade Lodge in Kintnersville. They live in Lopatcong
Township.

Word Processing

1986 Debra Smith
of Bethlehem received a
bachelor’s degree in applied psychology summa
cum laude from Albright
College in June. While at
Albright, she was inducted
into Psi Chi which is the
National Honor Society
for psychology students.
Debra is planning to attend
Chestnut Hill College to
pursue a master’s degree in
clinical and counseling
psychology. u

Registered user of AlumniNet. Log on to www.northampton.
edu/alumni to find out more.
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SHARE YOUR STORY
REGISTER online TODAY

NCC ALUMNA, santa bonnon-shillea
Santa has been a fine art photographer since 1994. She’s photographed extensively throughout
the world including a photographic documentary of the socioeconomic impact of apartheid
in Namibia and South Africa. Bonnon-Shillea holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Rutgers University, an associate degree in social sciences from Camden County College, and a
certificate in kitchen and bath design from Northampton Community College.
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