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MY FATHER NEVER SHARED HIS PASSION FOR SPORTS WITH EITHER my brother or
me. To be sure, he attended the big league games in Philly and New York on a somewhat regular
basis. But neither the thrill of victory he cheered his teams on to nor the agony of their defeat (to
paraphrase both ABC Sports and Dr. Mike McGovern in his article on sports in society in this issue)
were the stuff of family outings. That was his life, to be experienced and remembered with his
friends, not his sons.
But that’s just my tale of childhood woe – full disclosure, as they say. Life moved on, and
one day I found myself as another kind of child, a “child of the ’60s.” That era can be deﬁned in
numerous ways, but as far as “sports” – at least for me – it was best described by the ubiquitous
Frisbee. If you were of counterculture age in those times, you know what an impact that ﬂying disc
had on young people.
It was the perfect sport for me, at least as we played it. My buddies and I would take our places
in a ﬁeld or a big parking lot, spaced a couple hundred feet apart, and toss. Just that – no teams, no
scores – just becoming one with the disc, as it were, for hours on end. Maybe it was what my dad did
(or didn’t do), but ﬂinging a round piece of plastic, with some degree of mastery, was my pinnacle
of sports achievement. Though it taught me neither victory nor defeat, nor anything else I suppose,
it sure was a lot of fun.
Most of us enjoy analyzing the phenomenon of sports, especially the bona ﬁde, recognized
sports, as Dr. McGovern does in his piece. Or even those peripheral sports, like hiking and
backpacking, highlighted in Beth Orenstein’s “Living Outside the Box” article, also in this issue. Or
the “all alone” sport, given voice here in a personal essay by Rachel Cardelle, trying to get at just
why she runs (which comes closest to my Zen love of ﬂipping the friz).
We want answers. It seems it isn’t enough lining up sides to bounce the ball, bat the ball, or
kick, run and throw the ball until the score tallies up your side’s winning numbers, just for the sheer
love of doing it. We want to know why we love the darn stuff so much.
Even a non-player like me (or, these days, a non-watcher) can get sucked into diving down the
social psyche of it all. The life lessons of winning and losing, the discovered microcosms of society,
the camaraderie of it all that hones ones’ civil skills, even the unintended side beneﬁt of networking
that can land you a possible future. Fascinating.
And then there are the intended careers that sports can get you – not necessarily with the NFL,
NHL, NBA or other capital letters I’m not familiar with; then again, maybe so. You might be a major
in, or graduate of Northampton’s sport management program, which can lead to lucrative positions
– the big time or just a steady paycheck. If nothing else, being honcho on your ﬁeld of choice can
earn you some local renown; it might at least get you into the College’s still-new Hall of Fame, like
the 10 or so outstanding athletes and coaches you’ll ﬁnd between our pages here.
In our tribute to NCC’s retiring athletic director, as well as one of the ﬁrst Hall of Famers, Bill
Bearse, you’ll see a ﬁne example of giveback for a heart full of sport love. For 35 years, Coach
Bearse took pride in what he did for countless students at our College; and for good measure grew
the teams and the program enormously. Give his story a read and get to know a well-seasoned
professional for whom athletics brought a good deal of career satisfaction.
My father died when I was in my early 20s. I hold no ill will for his exclusions. He wasn’t a
bad guy – just not very “family team” oriented; his own man, having his own fun. Kind of like my
dear departed daddy, I went my own way, never dreaming, as many boys do, of becoming a sports
legend. Like him, I was just out for fun. u
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PuLSe
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt

In The Works

EXpaNdiNG aCCeSS

new
campus
TAKES SHAPE
Opening projected in 2010.

Welcome to Northampton’s new Monroe Campus. Turning in from Route 715, you find yourself
on a road that winds gently through the woodlands on the outskirts of the College’s property.
Up ahead on the ridge, you see a handsome cluster of buildings that includes high-tech class
rooms and labs, a library, a cafeteria, space for student activities and community gatherings,
and faculty offices. Set fairly close together for convenience and to create a sense of commu
nity, the buildings are connected by attractively landscaped paths interspersed with gathering
places perfect for an outdoor class session, a picnic lunch, or a quick game of hacky sack.
Although the campus can
accommodate up to 5,000
students, parking lots are
barely visible, tucked away
behind the buildings and dotted
with trees and shrubs to help
manage storm water run-off
and to add to the campus’s
green appearance and green
design. Environmental impact
and energy conservation has

2
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been taken into consideration in
every feature of construction.
Extensive use of glass in
exterior walls capitalizes on
natural light, affording beautiful
views of the surrounding
countryside. The glass also
enables students to see and be
seen, beckoning those outside
in, so they can take advantage
of all the College has to offer.

As eager as you may
be to see Northampton’s
newest facilities, don’t jump
in the car yet. The campus is
not scheduled to open until
fall of 2010, but it is already
beginning to take shape on
architects’ drawing boards
(or computer screens) and
in planning sessions with
faculty, staff, students,

trustees and community
leaders in Monroe County.
“We are listening
carefully,” says Silvia
Hoffman, the lead architect on
the project. “It is not often that
a college has the opportunity
to create a whole new campus.
A lot of ideas need to be taken
into consideration to determine
what will make for the best

learning environment.”
Forty-eight companies
from as far away as Baltimore
and Boston competed for the
opportunity to work with the
College on the design. “Some
of the ﬁrms were nationally
known,” says Chuck Hannig,
an NCC trustee who served
on the review team. As a
contractor, Hannig has years
of experience in evaluating
building plans. “The caliber
of the submissions was
excellent,” he says, “but
what made the winning
proposal stand out was the

director of buildings and
grounds, “and they have
consistently brought projects
in on time and within budget.
Culp says MKSD is known for
their collaborative approach
and for creating facilities that
combine “ﬂair and function.”
“To help make the new
campus a reality will be very
exciting,” says Hoffman. “The
site is spectacular. The key is
to work with it and not against
it. It will be a team effort.”
Other professionals who
will be working with MKSD
on the design are Derck &

Until the new campus opens, classes will con
tinue to be held at NCC’s existing campus on Mill
Road in Tannersville as well as in leased space at
Fountain Court and Corporate Center East and in
loaned space provided by public schools, the Mon
roe County Vocational Technical School and the
Pocono Medical Center. Enrollment in the degree
and certificate programs NCC offers in Monroe
County has grown dramatically in the past five
years and now is nearing 2,000 students.
company’s understanding of
Northampton’s mission and
how that is reﬂected in their
vision for the campus.”
Hoffman’s ﬁrm, MKSD,
has worked with Northampton
before on designing the
Spartan Center on the Main
Campus, masterminding the
conversion of the former
plant ofﬁces for Bethlehem
Steel into the Fowler Family
Southside Center and the
transformation of the old gym
in the College Center into
classrooms and ofﬁces, and
overseeing major renovations
to the College bookstore and
the World War II Veterans’
Conference Room.
“They know us well,”
says Mark Culp, the College’s

LEFT-ISTOCKPHOTO/RIGHT-NCC STOCK

Edson Associates (master
planning and landscape
architecture); Herbert,
Rowland & Grubic, Inc.
(civil/site and environmental
engineering); Pennoni
Associates (structural and
geotechnical engineering);
Strunk-Albert Engineering
(mechanical, electrical,
plumbing, ﬁre protection,
technology and security
engineering), and Lam
Partners, Inc. (lighting design).
Detailed design proposals
will be presented to the board
of trustees over the summer.
Site work is expected to begin
in spring of 2009 after the
College secures the necessary
permits and goes out for bids
on construction. u

NCC Goes To The Dogs

jUSt FOr FuN

A Pet Lover’s

PARADISE

by Katherine Noll

Even if your taste in pets is exotic (think bearded
lizards and rats), there was an animal for you to
love at the fall pet picnic.

NCC VET TECH STUDENTS
and faculty and staff brought in
their pets, on leashes and in car
riers, to mix and mingle on the
lawn outside Penn Hall. While the
humans indulged in pizza, sand
wiches and homemade cookies, the
animals were provided with treats
and fresh water.
Then the judging began! Staff
members Frank Pologruto, Pat Ward,
Mary Ellen Hicks and Joan Bender
were given the difﬁcult task of
choosing winners in eight catego
ries. NCC President Art Scott did
the judging for a new category this
year: the Pet Most Inﬂuential with
the President.
Most Magical Mix went to
Odin, a beagle/dachshund mix
with a lovable personality. Odin is
owned by vet tech student Chrissie
Backman.
A green Maxamillion Pionus
parrot owned by vet tech student
Lauren Coleman worked her magic
on Dr. Scott. Rocky was chosen as
the Pet Most Inﬂuential with the
President.
Beautiful Bella took home top
honors in the Best Dressed category.
Attired as a pumpkin, she beat out
tough competition from a pug who
came as Captain Jack Sparrow and

a couple of long-haired dachshunds
costumed as a pirate and a witch.
Bella is owned by vet tech student
Marissa Chromiak.
Professor Charles Rinehimer’s
dog Maggie wowed the judges and
the audience with her tricks of roll
ing over and giving a high-ﬁve.
Most Petite and Portable went
to a turtle named Franklin, owned by
vet tech student Melissa Stegens.
Speedy, the bearded dragon,
had the Most Unusual category
locked up. Owned by Professor Sha
ron Lee-Bond’s daughters Hanna and
Kiera, he remained cool and calm in
the face of his victory.
Honors for the Most Fabulous
Fetching Feline were shared by two
cats: Tabby Sherrey, owned by vet
tech student Crystal Hamilton, and
Norbit, owned by vet tech student
Patty Simon. Bailey, a white dog,
was the unanimous choice for the
Judges’ Distinguished Award, mak
ing his owner, Chrissie Backman, a
two-time winner since her other dog
Bella had already taken a prize.
The winning pets received
gift baskets ﬁlled with Science Diet
pet food, treats and toys. The pet
picnic is an annual event spon
sored by the Vet Tech club. u
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Partnership For Student Success

it takes a village
NCC Teams with Elementary School in United Way’s
Community Schools Initiative By Cynthia Tintorri
NORTHAMPTON
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
HAS ALWAYS BEEN
COMMITTED TO HELPING
STUDENTS SUCCEED.
Now, thanks to a United Way
program called Community
Partners for Student Success
(COMPASS, (or Community
Schools for short), the College
is contributing to the success
of even younger students and
their parents.
In September of this year,
NCC became the lead partner
of Fountain Hill Elementary
School in south Bethlehem.
The program involves a schoolbased team of parents, educators and community members
who design and implement
strategies to bring community
talent and resources into the
school. At the same time,
the school “gives back” by
providing physical space and
resources for the community
around the school. The goal is
to provide quality education,
positive youth development,
family support, family and
community engagement, and
neighborhood development.
According to Gail

Mrowinski, associate dean of
community programs at NCC,
the College got involved when
the United Way was looking for
someone to provide an enrichment program for Fountain
Hill Elementary, and sought
out NCC’s Horizons for Youth
math enrichment program.
Shortly after that, Fountain Hill
lost their previous Community
Schools partner. “People on the
Southside suggested NCC, and
it was a natural ﬁt, since our
mission is to provide access and
engagement to that area by being available to the community.
The Community Schools program is a perfect tie-in in terms
of making access greater.”
Mrowinski believes the
Community Schools program
is also a natural ﬁt for NCC’s
commitment to service learning. “We can provide college
students who can tutor Fountain
Hill students, and get their
service learning experience at
the same time.” This fall, two
NCC students tutored in the
math enrichment program at
Fountain Hill.
Jennifer Pizarro, who has
a background in both education

NCC student Kristy Vinciguerra tutors Lucas Wagner and Alecia Ayala
in the Horizons for Youth math enrichment program at Fountain Hill
Elementary School.
and social services, came on
board as NCC’s Community
School coordinator for Fountain
Hill Elementary. She says the
program currently provides free
after-hours enrichment activities for the students from 3:30
to 5 p.m. “The extended hours
are good for working parents.
Without these programs, some
of the kids might be going
home to empty houses.”
Besides NCC’s math
enrichment program, Community Schools also enlists
groups such as Pennsylvania Youth Theatre and the

The goal is to provide quality education,
positive youth development, family support,
family and community engagement, and
neighborhood development.
4
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DaVinci Science Center to run
after-school activities. Beyond
academics, the program has
also provided needy families
with turkeys at Thanksgiving,
and coats for about 30 children, purchased with funds
from St. Luke’s Hospital.
“NCC’s function is
to pull all those resources
together, to be facilitators so
programs can be provided
more efﬁciently and effectively,” Mrowinski explains. “We
bring all the partners together
and get them talking.”
A leadership board meets
once a month to identify community needs and determine
how the program can help meet
them. The board includes NCC,
Lehigh University, the South
Bethlehem Neighborhood Center, the South Bethlehem Public
Library, St. Luke’s Hospital,
and several local churches, as

LEFT-PHOTO BY JENNIFER PIZARRO/RIGHT-NCC STOCK

A Year-Round Commitment
well as teachers and guidance
counselors from Fountain Hill
Elementary.
“What makes this program
different from others is the
parent piece,” Mrowinski says.
“Our goal is to rally the community and parents to increase
student success. One way to do
that is to make parents more
successful – get them to come
to parent-teacher conferences,
perhaps get them involved in
adult basic education or GED
programs” at NCC.
Another way to make
parents feel involved, according to Mrowinski, is to break
down the language barrier.
“For instance, during the recent
parent-teacher conferences,
Pizarro and several others
provided bilingual translation. We want to break down
those barriers, make parents
feel comfortable coming into
the school.” The program will
also begin an English-as-aSecond-Language (ESL) class
for parents and community
members this year.
Parents are encouraged
to volunteer to help with
the after-school activities.
Pizarro states, “We want
to empower the parents to
participate more. In the Hispanic culture, the tendency
is to not be involved in your
child’s school life. We’re
trying to challenge that and
change it. It takes a village to
raise a child – teachers can’t
do it on their own.”
“We want to build
a bridge for Bethlehem’s
Southside community to NCC
programs,” Mrowinski says.
“We’re hoping some of these
parents will feel comfortable
enough to get involved in
College programs.” u

ReaCHiNG oUT

COMMUNITY
is our middle name
FOR DECADES, THE
AMOUNT OF FUNDING
CLUBS AT NCC RECEIVE
HAS BEEN LINKED TO THE
AMOUNT OF COMMUNITY
SERVICE THEY DO. More
recently, service learning has
connected community service
to the academic program, and
“engagement” has made partnering with community organizations one of the College’s
top priorities. The zeal for
community service seems to
grow each semester.
In September, the Spartan
Center was “Rockin’ for
Research” as the Bethlehem
and Monroe chapters of the
NCC Science Club teamed up
to stage a musical extravaganza
to beneﬁt breast cancer research
at Fox Chase Cancer Center in
Philadelphia.
Two weeks later, illuminated balloons cast a soft glow
over the campus as more than
2,000 walkers, including a team
from NCC, helped the Lehigh Valley Leukemia
and Lymphoma
Society “Light
the Night,”

raising $310,000 to advance the
quest for a cure for blood cancers. NCC’s house band, Shake,
Rattle and Soul, led by Associate Professor of Electronics
Keith Hartranft, kept the crowd
moving with popular covers.
Other bands with NCC
connections performed in
Lipkin Theatre the night before
at a concert organized by
NCC’s Forum on Peace, Justice
& Conﬂict Resolution, the
Political Science Club, and the
Progressive Student Alliance to
aid people left homeless by the
violence in Darfur.
Students, faculty and staff
from NCC’s Monroe campus
worked together throughout the
fall to raise more than $4,300
for the Monroe County United
Way campaign, and “elves”
from the Main campus ﬁlled

more than 600 shoeboxes with
toys and goodies to brighten
the holidays of children in need
in the Lehigh Valley as well as
shipping 30 cartons of gift items
to American soldiers in Iraq.
This spring, the College
will again host the Concours
d’Elegance, a vintage car exhibition that beneﬁts the Lehigh
Valley Hospital Burn Foundation. And student clubs and
administrative departments will
continue to take turns preparing
and serving meals at the Trinity
Ark Soup Kitchen in Easton
On deck for fall? A
children’s carnival to raise
money for Alex’s Lemonade
Stand and the work of childhood cancer researchers.
Caring for others is a
lesson the NCC family has
taken to heart. u

DoNOrs & vOLunTEErs

The Wind Beneath Our Wings

Oh, The Difference

THEY’VE MADE!
Cornerstone Society:
Dr. Atul and Patrice Amin, Dr.
J. Robert and Alice R. Dornish,
Kostas Kalogeropoulos,
Michael & Diane Molewski,
Carolyn H. Moyer, Shahri
Naghshineh, Ken Nier,
Dorothy L. Stephenson, Esq.,
Bruce Young

Laureate Society:

Stalwarts of the Northampton Community College Foundation: left to right, Board Chair
John Eureyecko, Bruce Davis, and Paul Mack with NCC’s president Dr. Arthur Scott. Davis and Mack
were both named emeriti board members.

EARLY IN ITS 40-YEAR HISTORY, NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE BECAME ONE OF
the ﬁrst community colleges in the country to establish a foundation to seek private support for the
College mission. The decision has had a lasting impact, enabling the College to achieve a “margin of
excellence” that has eluded many other colleges.
At its annual meeting in December, the Foundation honored some of the volunteer leaders and
donors whose efforts and generosity have helped NCC earn this distinction.
The Board of Trustees Award — given only 11 times during NCC’s history — was presented
to Paul Mack, the former chair of the Foundation board and an enthusiastic champion of NCC. “We
value Paul’s leadership, time, counsel and generosity,” President Scott said. “He has been our go-to
person.” Mack and his wife, Harriett, have supported NCC in many forms since 1984; the College
library is named after them.
John F. Eureyecko, the current chair of the Foundation, presented the Chairman’s Award to
Kathy Friedenberg, professor of radiography, and Carolyn Moyer, registrar. This award is given to
members of the College staff, outside the advancement ofﬁce, whose efforts signiﬁcantly advance
the work of the Foundation. Bruce Davis, Esq. was also recognized for 37 years of outstanding
service on the Foundation board.
The individuals and businesses listed at right were inducted into the Foundation’s Cornerstone
and Laureate societies, and into three new giving societies: the 1967, Legacy and Founders societies
recognize donors who have given (or caused to be given) gifts ranging from $10,000 over three years
to a cumulative total of greater than $1,000,000.

6
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Curtis H. & Joanne Barnette,
Karen & Tim Brady, Harold S.
Campbell Foundation, Country
Meadows, D’Huy Engineering,
Inc., The Greater Lehigh Valley
Auto Dealers Association,The
Heinz Endowments, Pennsylvania Automotive Association, Pocono Medical Center/
Pocono Health System, Dr.
Arthur L. Scott & Susan K.
Kubik, State Farm Insurance
Company

1967 Society: Adams
Foundation/Nancy Ann Taylor,
Air Products and Chemicals
Inc., Bank of America, Frank
Banko, Michael J. Caruso,
L. William and Nancy Clark,
Coca Cola Bottling Company
of the Lehigh Valley, Berte
and Bernard (Bernie) Cohen,
Crayola, The Donley Foundation/Edward and Inez Donley,
ESSA, Easton Hospital, Elmer
Gates, The Hites Foundation,
R. Dale and Frances Hughes
Foundation, KNBT Foundation, The Lehr Foundation,

Awards & Honors

aCaDEMic ExCEllenCe

STUDENTSAND FACULTY
FIRST IN THE STATE
Paul and Harriett Mack, Chris
Martin & Diane Repyneck,
The Martin Guitar Charitable
Foundation, Northampton
Community College Alumni
Association, PPL, Pennsylvania Recreation Vehicle
and Camping Association,
Linda Perin, Pool Health Care
Trust, R.K. Laros Foundation, Sodexho (Wood), St.
Luke’s Hospital & Health
Network, sanoﬁ, Two Rivers Health and Wellness
Foundation,Wachovia, Hap
and Marcia Wagner, Waldman Charitable Trust

Legacy Society: The
Arcadia Foundation, Lehigh
Valley Hospital

Founders Society: Drs.
Beall and Marlene O. “Linny” Fowler. President Scott
announced that the Fowlers’
names will appear on large
plaques on part of the wall
surrounding the future
Tribute Garden to be located
between Commonwealth
and Penn Halls. u
(For more information
about the Tribute Garden,
see page 32.)

NCC’s associate degree program
in early childhood education has
become the ﬁrst in Pennsylvania,
and one of the ﬁrst in the nation,
to earn accreditation through the
National Association for the Educa
tion of Young Children (NAEYC).
To qualify, the program had to

meet rigorous standards, complete
a self-study, and undergo a site
visit by NAEYC’s Associate Degree
Program Accreditation Commis
sion. The Commission praised the
ﬁeld experiences incorporated into
NCC’s early childhood education
program, the Art as a Way of Learn
ing curriculum framework, and the
experience students gain in work
ing with children with disabilities.
Early childhood education is one of
the most popular majors at NCC.
The program boasts over 1,000
graduates who are employed in
teaching and administrative posi
tions in preschool and child care
centers as well as in public and
private schools.

BEST IN THE NATION
Jamie Meckes ‘07 has some advice
for students preparing to take the
national boards required for licen
sure in many allied health profes
sions: Don’t just use one study
guide. Use several. This advice may
be worth heeding. After graduating

LEFT-PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX/RIGHT-PHOTOS NCC STOCK

SHINE

from NCC in August, Meckes took
the national boards in radiography.
He not only passed, he scored the
highest grade in the country. Licens
ing exams test students’ mastery

of material they may have studied
in class several years earlier. Many
students spend weeks reviewing for
them. “There are lots of resources
out there,” Meckes says. “I used
quite a few, but I didn’t spend hours
and hours studying. I thought the
radiography program at NCC did
an excellent job preparing me.”
Meckes was hired by Lehigh Valley
Hospital where he did a clinical
rotation as a student. He now works
on the staff as an interventional
radiologic technologist.

associate professor of English is an
accomplished author who has writ
ten poetry in Spanish and thriller
novels in English. His second book
of poetry, La Simetria del Tiempo,
published in 2006, won the Puerto
Rico PEN Award. (PEN is a world
wide writers’ organization.) Avila
has also translated the work of
poet Stanley Kunitz and is a con
tributor to the literary supplement
of El Nueva Dia, the major newspa
per in Puerto Rico.

BIG WHEEL IN
AUTOMOTIVE EDUCATION
Warren Farnell ’92, associate
professor of automotive
technology, was presented
with the “Instructor Award of
Merit,” the equivalent of “faculty
member of the year” honors
when representatives of 70 North

CHAPTER AND VERSE
Dr. Javier Avila is having quite a
year. His third volume of poetry,
Criatura del Olvido, (translation:
Creature of Oblivion), was pub
lished in November. He subse
quently learned that he had been
selected to receive the Outstanding
Latino Cultural Arts, Literary Arts
and Publications Award from the
American Association of Hispanics
in Higher Education, Inc. The

American schools with General
Motors Automotive Service
Educational Programs met in
Nashville this fall. This is the
second time Farnell has received
the prestigious award. He also
won it in 1995. A graduate of
NCC, Farnell is the co-author of
textbooks on automotive engine
performance and air conditioning
and heating. He has taught at the
College since 1990. u
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he SaiD, sHe Said

Words Of Wisdom

STATE

CHAMPS!
“I never actually played in a
state championship game before,”
Northampton Community College
sophomore Ashley Capozzolo conﬁded
to a sportswriter from The ExpressTimes in the days leading up to NCC's
match-up with the Western Pennsylva
nia Collegiate Conference champions,
the Catamounts a Division II team from
Potomac State College.
Once she was on the court, the
pressure didn't seem to faze her. The
Bangor High School graduate scored
17 points to lead the Lady Spartans
to a thrilling 77-71 victory in front
of a large and appreciative crowd in
the Spartan Center. By the end of the
game she had set a record for career
points with 877, surpassing the previ
ous high of 866 set by Mary Mulitsch
in the last millennium (1989-91).
Four of Capozzolo's teammates
also scored in double digits. The
game was deadlocked at halftime,
but the Lady Spartans established
a 13-point lead in the second half
behind the play of Capozzolo and
Kimberly Wine (16 points).
In the last three minutes of play,
Potomac State mounted a furious
comeback, but Christina Villacis (13
points) nailed a key jump shot with un
der 30 seconds left in the game to seal
the victory for Northampton. Sharnay
Rehm (14 points) paced the Spartans
on the glass with 14 rebounds while
Taylor Mastrianni (10 points) tallied a
team high 8 assists. The Lady Spartans
ﬁnish the season with a record of 21-4
and claimed their ﬁrst state champion
ship since 2002.
Coach Art Wolfe was named
the Pennsylvania Collegiate Athletic
Association Coach of the Year. Other
members of the championship team
are Kristin Bergstol, Brooke Bradley,
Amanda Flaherty, Therese Flaherty,
Megan Groh, Erin Saukulak, Tasheka
Steele, Jackie Voight, and Laurie Wolk.
Way to go, Lady Spartans!

“We are completely engaged
with media that
plug low-quality
material into
our ears and our
minds. We are
neglecting books
through our preoccupation with
iPods and other
devices.”
Author Ray Bradbury,
speaking with an audience
at NCC by phone during
a conference call held in
conjunction with “The Big
Read,” an initiative of the
National Endowment for
the Arts that encourages
citizens in a community
to read the same book
and then get together to
talk about it. Easton
Public Library coordinated
the program in the
Lehigh Valley.

“The overriding
key to success is
passion. When
people believe
in what they do,
their optimism
comes to the
surface, and
passion moves
mountains.”
Anita Smith, president and
CEO of Capital BlueCross,
during a day on campus
as the Hal Shaffer Executive-in-Residence. Smith
also told the students that
leaders must take risks:
“If you make a mistake,
get up, brush off your knees
and keep trying,”
she advised them.

“To make something good, you
have to have a
three-ring circus
going on in your
mouth.”
Michael Collier, executive
chef at the Hershey Country
Club and one of two Chefsin-Residence to visit NCC
this year. For some of
his recipes, go to http://
northampton.edu/news/topstories/chefdemo.htm
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Mark Your Calendar

Speakers &
Forums
March 27�
DR. GARY MILLER – ON
ONLINE EDUCATION
11 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall
April 15
SMART CAREERS FOR
GIRLS, 1 – 4:30 p.m.
Monroe Campus

Art
February 27 – March 26
“GIRLS, PLANES, AND
AUTOMOBILES!...PLUS A
LITTLE HISTORY!”
by Brooke Larsen, Co-spon
sored by the NewArts
Program, Kutztown, PA.
3/6 - Artist’s Lecture
3:30 – 4:50 p.m.
Room 146, College Center
Reception to follow in
Communications Hall Gallery
April 2 – April 16
KRAUS DRAWING
EXHIBITION
4/10 - Awards Ceremony
11 a.m., Communications
Hall Gallery

Music &
Poetry
April 10
LEN ROBERTS
POETRY DAY
Poet: Victor Hernandez Cruz,
11 a.m., David A. Reed
Community Room,
College Center
May 3
NCC COMMUNITY CHOIR
SPRING CONCERT 8 p.m.
Lipkin Theatre, College Center

April 25 - May 28
ANNUAL EXHIBITION
BY NCC FINE ARTS
STUDENTS
4/25 - Reception for the
artists, 4-7 p.m.
Communications Hall Gallery

April 23
LEAR SYMPOSIUM
Author Allan Johnson on
“Unraveling the Knot of
Privilege, Power, and
Difference”
9 a.m. – Noon
Spartan Center, Main Campus
TBA
JACQUELINE
MUREKATETE,
RWANDAN REFUGEE
Community Room, Monroe
Campus
April 23
ADMINISTRATIVE
PROFESSIONALS DAY
FORUM 11:45 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Fowler Family Southside
Center

Fine Dining
March 31 & April 1
CHEF-IN-RESIDENCE
3/31 - Cooking Demonstra
tion at 6 p.m., Lipkin Theatre,
Kopecek Hall
4/1 - Gourmet Dinner
Hampton Winds Restaurant

April 4, 5, 9, 11, 12
“FUENTE OVEJUNA”
(“THE SHEEP SPRING”)
by Lope DeVaga
Lipkin Theatre, Kopecek Hall
April 4, 5, 11 & 12 at 7 p.m.
April 9 at 11 a.m.

March 29
YOUTH CHESS
CHAMPIONSHIP
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
2nd Floor, College Center
April 26
SATURDAY FUSION
Bring the family and sample
the best of NCC.
Noon – 5 p.m., Main Campus
May 6
CINCO DE MAYO
CELEBRATION 11 a.m.
David A. Reed Community
Room, College Center

March 27 – April 29
MONROE CAMPUS FILM
SOCIETY SERIES
3/27 - “Sweeney Todd”
4/29 - “Across the Universe”
12:30 p.m., Community Room

March 7
“THE LEGACY OF 21”
A documentary about
Roberto Clemente, hailed
as one of the best baseball
players of all time.
6 p.m., Fowler Family
Southside Center

April 11
WHITE HOUSE DINNER
6 p.m., Hampton Winds

Fun
March 15
ANNUAL SPRING
CRAFT FAIR 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Spartan Center

Film

Theatre
March 4 – 9
“A NIGHT WITH
BRADBURY”
2 one-act plays
3/4 - 11 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Lab Theatre, Kopecek Hall
3/7 & 8 at 7 p.m.
Community Room,
Monroe Campus,
3/9 at 2 p.m., Community
Room, Monroe Campus

hAppeNiNGs

April 8 – 25
IMAGES OF GENOCIDE IN
FILM SERIES
“Sometimes in April,” “The
Trail of Tears: Cherokee
Legacy,” and “Life is Beauti
ful.” Multiple showings: Call
for dates and times.

Open Houses &
Celebrations
March 29
MONROE OPEN HOUSE
10 a.m. – Noon
Community Room
April 22
GROUNDBREAKING FOR
TRIBUTE GARDEN
11 a.m., next to Penn Hall
April 24
AWARDS CONVOCATION
3:30 p.m., Lipkin Theatre,
Kopecek Hall
May 22
COMMENCEMENT
6:30 p.m., Spartan Center
May 29
KICKOFF FOR
NEW CAMPUS
6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Monroe Campus

Reservations are required
for some events.
Call 610-861-5300 or
570-620-9317
for more information.
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Matt Maradeo

Coach Kathy Carbone

Mike Nelson
Coach Jeff Thatcher

Coach Jack Master
Denise Fehr

Erik Ruff
James E. Trach Sr.

Perry Nardella

Richard “Dickie” Johnson

Bill Bearse
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Ceremony Includes a Surprise
From now on, whenever athletes or guests gather in the Northampton Community College Spartan Center, they will feel the
presence of giants — individuals whose accomplishments in and beyond the athletic arena are writ large in college history and
on the new Hall of Fame wall. Hundreds of athletes, fans, coaches and cheerleaders with orange polka-dotted hair ribbons,
joined the college mascot in the Spartan Center at the end of last semester to see the ﬁrst class of giants inducted into the Hall
of Fame established as part of NCC’s 40th anniversary celebration. The honorees:

Coach Kathy Carbone,
whose volleyball teams won six
conference championships and
whose softball teams ﬁnished ﬁrst in
their league eight times and brought
home four state championships.

started, most games pitched, best
win/loss record in a career (19-1),
most wins in a career, and best
earned run average in a career, a
record he still holds with a 1.07 ERA.

Coach Jack Master, who
Denise Fehr, the only female
three-sport athlete in Spartan
history. She competed in basketball,
softball and volleyball, playing on
state championship teams in both
softball and basketball.

Richard “Dickie”
Johnson, a basketball phenom
whose record for career scoring
(951 points) and most ﬁeld goals
(421) have stood since 1987. He
was named to the all-conference
and all-tournament teams in 1986
and 1987, and is the only male ever
to receive the Alumni Association’s
“Athlete of the Year” award in two
consecutive years.

has been honored as “Coach of the
Year” in the Eastern Pennsylvania
Collegiate Conference nine times
during the 30 years he has coached
tennis at NCC. During that time,
he has coached 26 individual state
champions, and six of his teams
have gone undefeated.

Perry Nardella, one of

Matt Maradeo, a pitcher

only two male athletes ever to
compete in three sports at NCC.
He played baseball, basketball and
golf, excelling in all three. He ran
the inﬁeld on the baseball team
that ﬁnished ﬁrst in the league and
won the conference tournament in
1979. The following year, he helped
lead the basketball team to a state
championship.

who set ﬁve individual records
during his years at NCC: most games

Mike Nelson, who although

he only played basketball for NCC
for one year (1980), still holds the
all-time scoring record for a season
(725). The Spartans compiled a record
of 29-2 that year, and Nelson was
named to both the all-conference and
all-tournament teams.

Erik Ruff, credited with “single
handedly rewriting the baseball
record book” at NCC between 2000
and 2002, setting records for most
runs scored in a career, most hits in
a season, most doubles in a career,
most triples in a season, most
triples in a career, most home runs
in a season, most runs batted in in
a season, and best batting average
for a season . He is the only NCC
baseball player to be named to the
all-state team three times.

Coach Jeff Thatcher
who coached both the men’s and
women’s basketball teams from
1985-1988, a year in which both
teams won state championships
on the same afternoon. Thatcher
went on to become the head coach

of the women’s basketball team at
American University where his team
was nationally ranked.

James E. Trach Sr.
who has been an enthusiastic
supporter of NCC athletics for 31
years, serving wherever needed
– as assistant baseball coach,
as an equipment attendant, and
as the scorekeeper for the men’s
and women’s basketball teams.
He is fondly known as “Mr. T.” to
students, past and present.
One inductee into the Hall of Fame
was not listed on the program. After
congratulating the others on their
selection, NCC’s president, Dr. Arthur
Scott, called Bill Bearse to the
podium. The athletic director who
had planned the program and served
as emcee appeared surprised as
the president also bestowed Hall of
Fame honors on him to a standing
ovation from the crowd.
“There has been one constant
over the years,” said President
Scott. “It has been Bill Bearse.”
(For more about Bill, see page 12.)

The Hall of Fame recognizes individuals who, through leadership and character, have made a
signiﬁcant contribution to NCC athletics and who continue to demonstrate in their daily lives the
values imparted through intercollegiate athletics.
Nomination Categories:
1) intercollegiate, extramural or club athletics
2) team
3) extraordinary service to NCC athletics
4) signiﬁcant contribution to the athletic program

Each year ﬁve candidates will be named to the NCC Hall of Fame. Nominations
may be submitted to the Selection Committee at any time c/o Wendy Westwood,
the secretary in Athletics, at wwestwood@northampton.edu. In all categories
except the last, at least three years must have passed since the individual
was associated with the College. u

THE CAREER OF A COACH
By Jam es L. John son ’89

wtudVX
A tribute to Bill Bearse
Athletics have ruled at Northampton since those long-gone Quonset huts north of Green Pond Road still smelled of fresh
paint. Those were the days of ﬂag football between faculty and students that would become prime nostalgia for early
alumni. But we went from pick-up games to the real deal when Bill Bearse became captain of our team; and as the College’s
second athletic director, Bearse was committed from the start. ¶ Bearse, who joined the Northampton family in August 1972,
retired at the end of the fall 2007 semester, after 35 years of growing Northampton’s athletics program. Without question,
athletics has kept pace with the growth of the College itself. Even as enrollment swelled from roughly 2,800 students back
then to more than 9,600 today, Bearse doubled the number of varsity teams on campus from six to 12. His athletes have
brought home 28 state titles and 68 conference tournament wins. And along the way, he coordinated over 5,000 athletic
events. “Bill provided leadership,” says Dr. Richard Richardson, the College’s ﬁrst president. “He was the ﬁrst person who
came with a professional view of the situation and the knowledge to do something about it. He was a key ﬁgure in the
development of athletics at Northampton.”
Bearse joined NCC as a physical education instructor and baseball
coach. He came straight from Eastern Kentucky University, where
he had heard about the job while a graduate assistant completing
a six-year education specialist degree, the Ed.S. That degree came
on the heels of his master’s in physical education from the same
school. Georgia-born and bred, the move north must have taken
some bracing for the warm-blooded athlete. But, fortunately for
us, Bearse not only “fell in love with the Lehigh Valley,” he just
plain fell in love.
The coach was teaching a course in golf, just one of his other
roles at NCC. A young fairway enthusiast, Karen Glagola, was
looking to improve her game. No one talks about her grade in
Bearse’s class, but it is obvious that she had all the right clubs in
her bag – the couple eventually married, and they’ve been teeing
off together ever since. Mr. and Mrs. Bearse also have two sons:
Kevin, 15, a sophomore at Liberty High School, and Billy, 18,
a Liberty graduate. Billy is a freshman on the Spartans baseball
team. But last spring, still in high school, Bill Jr. kicked off his own
sports legacy, and made Bill Sr. quite proud, by pitching a no-hit
game for the Liberty Hurricanes.
Now, even with retirement upon him and dreams of hitting the
golf links whenever the spirit hits him, he has no plans to reverse

his transplanted citizenship. “It’s a great place to live,” Bearse says
of the Valley, “and a great place to raise children. I’ve made a lot
of friends up here.”
If Bill Bearse says he has “friends,” it only goes to show
that his ﬂair for the understatement matches his ability at all
things sports. During the recent dedication of NCC’s Athletic Hall
of Fame, into which Bearse was inducted along with 10 other
outstanding athletes and coaches, nearly every honoree had words
of thanks and praise for the role Bearse played in their success. He
took the stage for his own honors to a standing ovation.
Representatives from colleges across the state drove to
our campus to pay tribute to Bearse’s leadership in the PCAA
(Pennsylvania Collegiate Athletic Association), of which he
was one of the founding fathers and for which he served as its
commissioner numerous times. Mike Stanzione, athletic director
of Penn College in Williamsport, credited Bearse’s “tremendous
inﬂuence” in the EPCC (Eastern Pennsylvania Collegiate
Conference). Bearse provided leadership for the EPCC’s growth
and for its redirection and reorganization. He also served as its
president 15 of the 30 years that NCC has been a member.
Charles “Chuck” Bell, head golf coach of the Community
College of Allegheny County, North Campus, in Pittsburgh, and

A 35-year career. His athletes have brought home 28 state titles
and 68 conference tournament wins. And along the way, he
coordinated over 5,000 athletic events.
UPPER LEFT-PHOTO BY PHILIP STEIN/ALL OTHERS-NCC STOCK/ARCHIVE
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the current commissioner of the PCAA, has known our recent retiree
since he began coaching at CCAC 23 years ago. “I always admired
and respected Bill,” says Bell. “He will truly be missed, both as a
leader and as a person. He is a class act.”
Indeed, there is much about Bill Bearse that deﬁnes “class.”
Assistant Director of Athletics Adrian Yaguez says his boss opened
his eyes and helped him to be more diplomatic and approachable.
“And when you think of Bill,” he says, “that is exactly what he is –
approachable. He is never too busy or overwhelmed or preoccupied.
No matter what the situation, he always has time.”
It is that knack for the personal, that genuineness about the
man that fosters such loyalty toward him, either on the intimate
or the professional side of things. NCC’s women’s softball coach,
Sam Carrodo, like Yaguez, has beneﬁted from Bearse’s insights.
“In my 10 years working for him,” Carrodo says, “Bill has helped
me understand the community college student and athlete. He has
been by my side, guiding me and showing me how to become a
better coach.”
By all accounts, Bearse is of solid character – as coach, as
leader, as friend. He is perhaps what Bell calls him, as one from
the eastern part of the state, and as someone everyone can count on:
“The Rock of the East.”
Along with his admired leadership in the PCAA and the EPCC,
Bearse’s scoreboard is lit with more impressive stats: he has served
as the College’s baseball, golf, cross country and bowling coach,
and was named Coach of the Year four times in golf, and once in
bowling. The Coach has published a number of articles on coaching,
and, carrying the rank of associate professor, he was honored with
the Outstanding Professional Educator’s Award in 1992.

Bearse held three directorships at Northampton, simultaneously:
athletics, physical education and sport management; the latter
program being one that he also largely created. Before putting the
sport management curriculum together though, he attended 30
credits of class time on the subject at the University of Georgia, just
to make sure his program was done right.
Career stats for Bearse shout from the page with a loud and
brassy voice. The man himself, however, is anything but blood, guts
and glory. With all those Spartan wins, all that department growth
under his belt, all that driving success – you might conjure the
image of a tough-talking, cigar-chomping, ﬁst-pounding win-or-else
mentality, a coach with no other thought than to scratch and club to
the top of any heap in his way.
Don’t bet on that. Bill is a gentleman, of the soft-spoken
“Southern gentleman” variety. When you ﬁrst meet him, you will
probably be struck by his Southern drawl, for which he has taken
much good-natured ribbing from Northern friends and colleagues.
Stay with him long enough though, and you’re sure to hear him
carry on another distinguishing feature of his Southern cultural
heritage: storytelling.
He has a good stock of them. Like the time he and some
colleagues arrived early for a working retreat at the Pocono’s Split
Rock Lodge. “We got there a little early,” Bearse says, barely
suppressing a grin, “and I ﬁgured we should use our time wisely. So,
I sort of talked my friends into doing some water skiing. I ﬁgured
we’d be done in plenty of time.”
Unfortunately, time being a slippery commodity, he lost
track of it. And to complicate things, his supervisor – then-dean
of students, and now-president Dr. Scott – arrived a bit earlier than

Along with his admired leadership in the PCAA and the EPCC, Bearse’s
scoreboard is lit with more impressive stats: he has served as the College’s
baseball, golf, cross country and bowling coach, and was named Coach of the
Year four times in golf, and once in bowling. The Coach has published a number
of articles on coaching, and, carrying the rank of associate professor, he was
honored with the Outstanding Professional Educator’s Award in 1992.
14
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“Bill has the ability to motivate those around him and to create a
sense of belonging and worth – a quality that has allowed him to
touch the lives of many.”
expected, too. “There I was on the skis,” Bearse says, “cutting
this turn through a spray of water, with Art standing on the shore,
watching – I mean, we were making eye contact, man, what could
I do? I waved to him – you know, being friendly, saying hello.”
Bearse is also noted for his sense of humor; he counts himself
lucky that his boss has one, too.
In addition to a memory full of humorous stories, when it comes
to joking, Bearse still thinks on his feet. During his acceptance
speech at the Athletic Hall of Fame, fellow inductee and 30-year
veteran of coaching tennis, Jack Master, took a page from history
to give his due respects to Bearse. “When Thomas Jefferson went
to France in the 1700s,” Master began, “to succeed an ailing Ben
Franklin as ambassador to the court, the king greeted him, saying,
‘You are here to replace Franklin.’ Jefferson responded: ‘I cannot
replace Dr. Franklin. I can merely walk in his footprints.’
“Whoever comes after Bearse,” Master said, “has some big
footprints to walk in.”
The tribute was warm and graciously given. But when Bearse
took the podium, he showed that the years had not diminished his
comic timing. “Thank you, Jack,” he quipped to his long-time friend,
“for lumping me in with the American Revolution.”
Dr. Scott acknowledges the coach’s agility in tale-telling. “He
was not only a trusted colleague,” the president says, “but is a longtime friend. And no one tells a joke better than Bill.” And then, after
a pause, he smiles reﬂectively and adds: “Or, embellishes a story as
well.” It is true that Bearse’s stories are sometimes stretched a bit out
of shape for the sake of a good yarn. But any laughs in his anecdotes
are generally pointed inward and tempered with Bearse’s selfdeprecating nature. No surprise. Do research for a proﬁle of Bearse
and you will hear, over and over again, of “his genuine concern for
the well-being of others.”
That concern is evident in Bearse’s philosophy of coaching style.
Bearse commanded respect from his athletes by the enthusiasm he
generated for the game and for his good coaching – “not by bullying.”
His gentlemanly manner proved itself as well on the playing ﬁeld as
anywhere else; ‘winning is everything’ is not Bill Bearse.
“Sport is just one part of the total educational process,” Bearse
says. “Sport, like art, enriches the human spirit. It teaches you team
play and cooperation. It teaches you how to deal with adversities and
how to be ﬂexible.” He recognizes that losing can be an important
part of sports, too, and he tries to keep his players on an even keel.
“I take the games seriously,” he says, “but I laugh when something’s
funny, too. I say, do your best, but have fun.”
Somewhere within the College’s mission statement, Northampton pledges to provide “comprehensive learning experiences.”
Bearse’s recognition of sport as only a part of education meshes
well with NCC’s goals. “Bill communicated the important balance
of academics and athletics,” says Northampton’s vice president for

student affairs and dean of students, Mardi McGuire-Closson. “He
always had the mission of the Community College at the front of his
decision making.” As much as sports are the focus of Bearse’s life,
his well-grounded common sense is evident off and on the ﬁeld.
Bearse’s personality might make a good math equation: sound
reasoning plus keen insight divided by a lighter view of life and a
pound of compassion equals “the absolute best boss to work for;” at
least that would be the answer from Donna Watson, former director
of the ﬁtness center, now retired, who worked for Bearse for over
32 years. Toss in a multiplication of “open-mindedness and positive
expertise” and RoseAnn Palsi, formerly of the athletic department
and now the College’s call center manager, might say it equals her
“professional mentor.”
Or maybe the answer is simply, a leader. “Like most good
leaders,” says Yaguez, “Bill has the ability to motivate those around
him and to create a sense of belonging and worth – a quality that has
allowed him to touch the lives of many.”
If actions speak louder than words of praise for this leader, John
Sweeney’s, NCC’s baseball coach for the last 18 years, scream: “I
told Bill when he hired me in 1989 that when he retires, I’m retiring,
too.” True to his word, Sweeney called it quits in December right
along with the leader.
Jim Trach Sr., aka Mr. T, worked for Bearse for over 30 years.
Perhaps he best sums up the praise for this man who made sports real
at Northampton. “We had camaraderie,” Trach says, “a real brother
relationship.” He pauses, trying to ﬁnd words for just what Bearse
means to him. “All I can say is that we’re like a family,” he says.
“Bill is one of my family, and I’m one of his. There will never be
another Bill. He is one of a kind.” u

Although Bill Bearse left big cleats to ﬁll, a capable team will provide both continuity
and new direction for NCC’s athletic program:
Troy Tucker will succeed
Bill as director of athletics, bring
ing with him 15 years of experience
in athletic administration at NCAA
Division I and Division III colleges
and at two community colleges.
Along the way, he has served as
an associate dean of academic
affairs, taught physical education
classes on the college level,
and garnered Coach of the Year
honors as a head coach in both men’s basketball and women’s softball.
Tucker holds a bachelor’s degree in management from the State University
of New York at Geneseo and a master’s in education with a concentration
in sport management at Springﬁeld College in Massachusetts. Tucker will
be relocating to the Lehigh Valley from Maryland. “I am thrilled to be part
of the Northampton Community College family,” he says. “I look forward to
interacting with students and being involved with the campus as a whole.”

Adrian Yaguez ’02 is the
new assistant director of athletics.
Adrian knows NCC and the local
sports scene well. A graduate of
NCC’s sports management program,
he went on to earn a bachelor’s
degree in sports management from
DeSales University. He served as head coach for the Lehigh Valley Catz, part
of a summer baseball league that is a proving ground for top college athletes,
some of whom go on to play in the major leagues. Adrian has worked at
NCC for ﬁve years. In his new position, he will continue to manage the
Spartan Center, teach one course a year in the sport management program,
and work closely with coaches and with students involved in intramural and
intercollegiate sports. He will also take on more planning and supervisory
responsibilities and assist with publicity.

Sheri Bollinger
has been helping NCC
students, faculty and staff
get fit for almost 20
years, ﬁrst in the cramp
ed, windowless weight
room in the lower level
of the College Center,
and more recently in the spacious state-of-the
art ﬁtness facility in the Spartan Center. Sheri
earned both a bachelor’s degree in health and
physical education with a concentration in exercise
physiology and a master’s degree in education with
a concentration in sport management from East
Stroudsburg University. In addition to managing
the ﬁtness center, she has taught weight training,
contemporary health, and Fitness I and II at NCC.
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Mardi McGuire-Closson, vice president for student affairs and
dean of students, is pleased with the team. “All three of the staff
members have a commitment to student success,” she promises.
“Student athletes are going to be amazed not only at the quality
of athletic opportunities provided to them, but also at the
support they’ll receive in their academic endeavors.”

u
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Locker Room Talk:

NCC’s Coaches on Compensation, Competition and Commitment
By Jim Johnson '89 and Ed Laubach

“I’ve never had a coach complain to me about the amount of
money we pay,” says Bill Bearse, recently retired director of
athletics at Northampton, “Most of them simply aren’t doing
it for the money.”
“It’s not important,” Spartans tennis
coach Jack Master says about his
paycheck. “I’ve never talked to Bill
about pay. Each year, they send
me a contract and I sign it. But my
season is pretty concise. It’s not
like I’m involved 12 months a year.
I enjoy the time with the kids while
I’m here.”
A retired teacher and history
department coordinator at Easton’s
Shawnee Intermediate School,
Master has produced 26 individual
state champions since taking over
NCC’s tennis program in 1978. But
winning isn’t his prime objective.
The coach promises his tennis
players that they will become more
knowledgeable about the sport and
have fun – the wins and losses
will take care of themselves. “And
we’ll all walk away,” he says, “with
smiles on our faces.”
You just need to take the
bad with the good. “There are no
scholarships, no money,” says Art
Wolfe, in his 19th season coaching
women’s basketball. And that
means everybody. Wolfe notes
that the women’s team travels
in two vans for games hosted
by Northampton’s rivals. The
drivers are, of course, Wolfe and
his assistant, Tara Belﬁeld. Each
player receives $7 in meal money,
meaning it’s usually a fast-food
stop on the way home from the
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game. The girls even pay half the
cost of their sneakers; the other
half is covered by revenue earned
by working concession stands
during men’s basketball games.
But the coach also notes
something as obvious as a big hole
in a small purse: “These girls are
here for the love of basketball.”
Pretty much like their coaches.

Just Do It!
That roll-up-your-sleeves attitude
you ﬁnd so much of at Northampton
is part of the coaches’ mantra, too.
Something needs doing – you get
it done. That seemed pretty simple
to Jeff Thatcher back in the 1980s.
After serving as assistant men’s
and women’s basketball coach at
the College in ‘85 and ‘86, Bearse
offered him the choice of head
coach for either the men’s or the
women’s team.
“I told Bill I could do both,”
Thatcher remembers, “and we just
laughed.” The next day, Bearse
asked if he was kidding about
taking on top troop guide for both
teams. “Well, yeah . . .,” Thatcher
told him, with a pregnant pause.
“But I was thinking about my future
as well, and I think I can do this.”
This time the pair weren’t joking.
Bearse and Thatcher took the idea
all the way to the top – ﬁrst to
then-Vice President and Provost

Dr. Arthur Scott and then on to the
president, Dr. Robert Kopecek.
The bosses agreed to it,
and Thatcher started his teams
toward the not-so-simple goal of
claiming the courts for their own.
“I felt I could do more as a full-time
coach for those players than two
part-time coaches,” he remembers.
Apparently he was right. In 1988,
in one unforgettable afternoon,
Head Coach Thatcher brought
home two Pennsylvania Collegiate
Athletic Association championships
– one for the men’s, and one for the
women’s team. The teams had a
combined win-loss record of 54-8.
Thatcher later became the head
coach of the women’s basketball
team at American University
where his team ﬁnished 40th in the
country among Division I colleges,
but he still regards the double state
championship the NCC teams won
as something “to remember and
cherish.”

All work?
No Play?
Bearse noticed a trend in recent
years of more female athletes
than males holding down part-time
jobs. “Baseball players tend to
not work when it conﬂicts with
baseball,” he says, “but women,
especially on weekends, will work.
They don’t seem to get as much
ﬁnancial help from their families
as the boys. It’s almost as if
they’re expected to work.”
Maybe. But love of game
can run just as deep with the
ladies. Wolfe talks about losing

players to the job market, too.
“Nine or 10 [team members],” he
says, “have jobs. We meet before
each season, and the girls try to
work out a schedule with their
employers.” Choosing can often be
a tough art, and a person’s job is
a weighty consideration. But then,
so is basketball. “One girl,” Wolfe
says, “whose boss was not ﬂexible,
quit, and simply told him, ‘I’ll ﬁnd
another job.’”
Sometimes it isn’t so much
a choice between whether you
play or work. Sometimes it’s
simply where you play. Ashley
Capozzolo was the girls’ career
scoring leader at Bangor Area High
School with 1,377 points. “I had
colleges interested [in me] coming
out of high school,” she says, “but
they weren’t offering scholarship
money.” So, rather than taking out
student loans, she opted for NCC.
“The cost of tuition was cheaper,”
she continues, “and I could see
myself getting a lot of playing time
here.”
While only a small number
of Wolfe’s athletes continue
their playing careers at four-year
colleges, Capozzolo expects to
be one of the exceptions. After
her court time (and her classroom
time) is ﬁnished at Northampton,
she is looking at East Stroudsburg,
Moravian, Lafayette or Penn StateHarrisburg. She wants to become
a physical education teacher. But
more than that, her ultimate goal
is to get into coaching. If Capozzolo
is looking for advice in that arena,
she’s come to the right place. u
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in
American
Life:
A V I E W F R O M T H E C H E A P S E AT S
By Michael J. McGovern, VP for Academic Affairs

qwrttxvyukjgdsaxbnm
A few years ago, I was playing golf behind a foursome that was on the next tee as we were ﬁnishing up on the green. While
someone in our group putted, shouts of exhilaration and other assorted whoops erupted on the next tee. They could and
did mean only one thing — one of the four had made a hole in one. The foursome exchanged high ﬁves all around, and we
joined in the congratulations for this rare and deﬁning moment in the game of golf. The hole in one will remain among the
lucky player’s most cherished memories of his life. The story of his ace will probably get better and more mythic with each
retelling. That single event captured for me what sport is all about. Stripped of instant replays and slow-motion cameras
and crowd noise, sport is about participation in something entirely physical and intuitive. At its best, it measures one’s
athletic and physical skills against either an opponent or a standard of perfection. Its virtues include preparation, hustle,
making a play, respect for the opponent, and working hard. When two athletes or teams compete, each knowing that they
have done their best to prepare and then play at the highest level of their skill, the outcome, while satisfying to one and
disappointing to the other, is anticlimactic. There is great (though increasingly quaint) satisfaction in the knowledge that
one has done one’s best, win or lose.

A curious aspect of sport is that it resists explanation. It doesn’t
lend itself easily or accurately to analysis and interpretation (this
despite a legion of analysts and interpreters who clog the airwaves
every weekend). The truth is that Peyton Manning throwing a
touchdown pass or Serena Williams breaking a serve are far more
exciting to watch than listening to those athletes explain how they
did what they did. The activity is so reactive and instinctive that
most athletes cannot explain their own performances well. They
simply perform.
That being said, sport is always played in a social context,
either in the company of teammates or opponents and sometimes
in front of spectators who often pay huge sums of money just to
watch. It has its own section in the daily newspapers and its own
television networks. Schools at all levels support and sponsor teams
and athletic contests. The most skillful practitioners at the elite
professional level constitute a new American aristocracy, earning
millions of dollars. Before long, Tiger Woods will become the ﬁrst
athlete to earn a billion dollars in prize money and endorsements.
To be sure, sport is a visible and celebrated aspect of American life.
As one wag put it, among the unimportant things in life, sport is
the most important.
The question has always been what it is about sport that makes
LEFT CENTER-PHOTO BY PHILIP STEIN/ALL OTHERS-BY RANDY MONCEAUX

it seem so important. The classical response is that sport builds
character. The source of this perspective may be the statement
mistakenly attributed to the Duke of Wellington that “The Battle
of Waterloo was won on the playing ﬁelds of Eton,” suggesting
that defeating Napoleon was largely the result of playing soccer
at an upper crust English boarding school. Irony aside, Wellington
may have been on to something (for 19th and 20th century boys
at least) in that the teamwork, cooperation, importance of

practice and striving for excellence learned in play all work
well in professional and corporate life. Participation in sport
during school years was a valuable addition to a resume and job
application, underscoring one’s ability to work well with others and
focus on achieving an important goal. This ideal was well reﬂected
in Byron White, an All America running back at the University of
Colorado, who later graduated with honors from Yale Law School
and served on the U.S. Supreme Court for over 20 years.
Unfortunately, the lesson of sport-building character was a
moot one for girls of that time, and also resulted in the clubbiness,
insularity and exclusivity that one associates with the down side of
the American ladder to success. Only “team players” needed apply
in Wellington’s model. For many years, that frequently meant
white, male and ﬁnancially comfortable. It would take another
SPRING 2008 ● NCC
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ﬁve generations, and groups like the 94-0 Lady Spartans softball
team, to create new archetypes about women, sport and society.
Nonetheless, embedded in the character building paradigm is
an elemental truth that children learn about life through playing
games. They learn the essence of the catch phrase made famous
by ABC Sports, the memorable “thrill of victory and the agony

of defeat.” They learn the value of discipline, diligence in
preparation, coordination of effort, and persistence toward
a goal. I hope that some of them still learn to be gracious
in victory.
Another important life lesson of sport is the darkest secret of
all athletic competition — how to lose. The novelist Joyce Carol
Oates, an unlikely chronicler of Mike Tyson and boxing, once told
me that sport was all about losing. While I had a hard time digesting
that at the time, in retrospect she may have been right. Ending on
a winning note is very rare. Of the 64 teams that enter the NCAA
men’s basketball tournament each year, 63 will end their season
with a loss. Most professional golfers never win a tournament
in their careers. Most prizeﬁghters end their careers unconscious
(or worse) in defeat. Ideally, children and other young athletes
learn much more from losing than from winning. Summed up by
the aphorism, “sometimes the best team doesn’t win,” they

learn that success is not a given, and that preparation and
superior talent are no guarantee of victory. They learn that

they are dependent on others, and that all share equally in
every success or defeat.
At the opposite end of the philosophical spectrum is the
familiar American view that sport is big business. It’s tough to
quibble with that utilitarian perspective when one considers the
economic impact of professional and big-time college athletics.
Major League Baseball touts itself as a $6 billion industry.* The
NBA in 2005 reported $3.2 billion in revenues, and the same year
(’05 – ’06) college sports (the revenue-producing kind) generated
$4.2 billion.** That’s pretty serious money in any industry, and if
we were measuring the economic impact on cities, colleges and
universities, it’s possible to make a strong case that sport is very
healthy indeed for some segments of society.
Somewhere between the romantic notions of Wellington and
the crass commercialism of modern professional sport are more
authentic linkages between sport and society. Sport has always

allowed individuals and groups to elevate themselves
beyond the opportunities otherwise afforded them at the
time. Sport in the United States opened doors, instilled
pride, made something foreign seem more familiar, and
created a sense of belonging. In a few cases, sport proved to be
Emma Lazarus’s “Golden Door” to the American Dream.
It was through his legendary grace and skills on the baseball
diamond that Joe DiMaggio, the son of Italian immigrants, became

Footnotes: * As reported online in CBS Sports MLB, “Selig: Baseball Revenues Climbed to $6.075 Billion this year,” November 15, 2007. ** Chris Isadore, “College Sports’ Fuzzy Math,” in CNN
Money.com, November 10, 2006. ***Jonathan Eig, in his new account of Jackie Robinson’s ﬁrst year in the majors, reported that Chapman made the comment under his breath but loud enough
for Robinson to hear him. ****George Will, a lifelong baseball fan, made the comment in Ken Burns’s epic video documentary, Baseball, in 1994.
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an icon of American popular culture. His celebrity helped all
recently arrived Italians to see themselves as Americans. Hank
Greenberg, the slugging Detroit Tiger, did much the same for
immigrant Jews. In Indiana, the little College of Notre Dame du
Lac turned an ethnic slur (“Fighting Irish”) into an emblem of
ethnic and religious pride by beating the daylights out of the elite
eastern universities at their own game of football. (Ironically, that
little college has become an elite presence in college football,
with a billion dollar endowment, its own television network and a
national recruiting base).
Closer to our time, in 1997 Tiger Woods won the Masters
Tournament by a whopping 12 strokes. Among his most-devoted
fans that weekend was the (mostly African American) house staff
at Augusta National Golf Club, an organization that refused to let
a black person play in the Masters until 1975. Woods’s victory
and subsequent emergence as the greatest player in the game have
reshaped the way Americans think about golf and who can play
it well. Tiger Woods is today the most recognizable and famous
athlete on earth and is that singular kind of role model combining
prodigious ability with a relentless work ethic.
Occasionally, sport can move beyond the boundaries of its own
subculture and transform the larger society. In 1947, when General
Manager Branch Rickey brought up Jack Roosevelt Robinson to
play for the Brooklyn Dodgers and break the major league baseball
color line, it shook the very foundations of segregated America.
Not only did several teams threaten to boycott any games in which
Robinson played, but the player himself was the subject of such
vile abuse and degradation that he considered leaving the game
in his ﬁrst year in the majors. Ben Chapman, the Alabama-born
manager of the Philadelphia Phillies, perversely commented to
Robinson while being photographed with him, “Jackie, you know,
you’re a good ballplayer, but you’re still a n----r to me.”***
Robinson heroically toughed it all out, remaining faithful to
his promise to Rickey not to ﬁght back for at least two years. His
breathtaking skills and Hall of Fame career slowly won over his
teammates, then Brooklyn fans, and then American society. More
African American and Latino players followed him, and today,
great players from every part of the world have the opportunity
to play with and against each other. In 1954, seven years after
Robinson broke through the segregation barrier, the U.S. Supreme
Court declared school segregation unconstitutional. Robinson’s
contribution to this sea change in American society was not

insigniﬁcant. The columnist George Will once pointed out that
while Martin Luther King was the most important person of the
ensuing Civil Rights movement, Jackie Robinson was the second
most important.****
Finally, there are moments in sport that reveal the best in the
human spirit. In 1984, during the women’s marathon in the Los
Angeles Olympics, Gabriela Andersen-Scheiss of Switzerland,
suffering from heat prostration and multiple sclerosis, entered the
Coliseum hours after Joan Benoit Samuelson had won the race.
Struggling mightily just to reach the ﬁnish line, the entire crowd of
80,000 rose and cheered her on to the ﬁnish. She left the Olympics
medal-less that day but victorious nonetheless, faithful to her goal
and herself. Her performance made real the potential nobility of
sport, with her athleticism a visible manifestation of her personal
strength and will.
Getting back to those golfers celebrating a hole in one, for
most of us, sport is about enjoying life, exulting in the moment,
rejoicing in modest victories and agonizing over small defeats.
Images of sport decorate our lives and benchmark our memories.
Lucy will never let Charlie Brown kick that football, and even
without Abbott and Costello, “Who” is still on ﬁrst. Super Bowl
Sunday has become an unofﬁcial national holiday, and Seabiscuit
is winning those photo ﬁnishes again, this time in the movies.
Little League dads and soccer moms have entered the pantheon of
American stereotypes, and parents still urge their children to eat
their Wheaties in faint hope of seeing them grow into the athletes
on the box.
Any reﬂection on sport in America would be incomplete
without a deferential nod to the Aristotle of sport, Yogi Berra.
Dispensing insights like “90 percent of baseball is mental, and the
other half is physical,” and “if people don’t want to come out to
the ballpark, how are you going to stop them,” Yogi reminds all of
us to enjoy sport for its own sake. If we get too analytical about it,
we miss the point, and the fun. u

About the Author: A historian by training, Dr. McGovern’s fascination with the past ranges from intellectual history to industrialization and European immigration patterns in Pennsylvania to baseball lore. Not just a student of sports, he enjoys golﬁng and hiking.
He confesses that he “spends an inordinate amount of time hoping
that the Phillies will win the World Series again in his lifetime.”
SPRING 2008 ● NCC
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Champions Among Us
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assistant professor, english
■ 1st place overall female at the Patriot’s Triathlon in Bath, 2006 – a sprint
distance event
■ 3rd place overall female at the Patriot’s Triathlon, 2007.
■ 1st place female masters (over age 40) 2007 and 2006 Lancaster YMCA
triathlon – an Olympic distance event
■ 2nd place age group Steelman Triathlon, Quakertown, 2007 – an Olympic
distance event

{

An Olympic distance triathlon is a .9-mile swim, a 25-mile bike, and a 10k (6.2
mile) run. A sprint event is .4-mile swim, 15-mile bike, and 5k (3.1 mile) run.

}

What prompted you to enter your ﬁrst
triathlon competition?
“In my 20s and 30s, I had been a competitive runner and rower, having won a
gold medal in international competition. I switched to triathlon to help manage
and avoid injury.”

Why do you compete?
“I compete to give some purpose to my [exercise] routine. There are athletes who
train to compete. I compete just to spice things up a bit. If someone is exercising,
competing can add that extra push.”

What does it feel like — doing a triathlon?
“Triathlon is such a goofy event. All this moving from one event to the other. Get
on the bike as fast as you can, jump off and take your shoes off as fast as you
can … it’s like a big silly obstacle course … It feels wonderful, and it also feels
awful. I do well on swim, do well on bike, but I’m a slow runner. By the time I’m
running, I’m really hurting … I’m usually out front, but knowing the others are
going to come up and pass me, I feel like a sitting duck.”

Have you ever been doing something
completely unrelated to physical activity
when you notice a tie-in?
“Getting my Ph.D. It was such a long haul. Working on that doctoral dissertation
is kind of like running a marathon; no immediate gratiﬁcation, but the payoff
is really big.” u

LEFT-NCC STOCK/RIGHT DOUGLAS BENEDICT

steering
power
My organization helps direct talented career
and technical students who want to round out
their leadership and business skills. We guide
them, recognize their accomplishments and
connect them to employers that can bolster
their professional lives. It’s amazing how
a simple bit of outreach makes such a difference
and motivates people to reach new heights.
Not long ago, people reached out to me ...
at Northampton.

Melinda Maldonado-Stumpf
Executive Director
SkillsUSA Council, Allentown
Graduate, Northampton Community College
Business Administration

northampton.edu • 610.861.5500

Where Are You Going?

outside the box

8 PERSONAL STORIES
By Beth W. Orenstein

E L M K A N r u s x v
Researchers have found that children beneﬁt from contact with nature in many ways, including reduced symptoms of
hyperactivity, increased self-discipline and higher test scores. ¶ Problem is that since the 1970s, children clearly have been
spending less time outdoors and more time inside watching television and playing video games. Author Richard Louv caused
a stir a few years ago when he published “Last Child in the Woods” (Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill) in which he warned the
nation’s children were at risk for what he called “Nature Deﬁcit Disorder.” ¶ Louv and friends have launched a “No Child Left
Inside Campaign,” taking off on the Bush administration’s 2002 landmark education law, “No Child Left Behind.” The hope
of the campaign is to raise children’s connections to nature and thus reduce the looming health threat. ¶ Many Northampton
faculty, students and alumni adventurers would agree that children need to be introduced to the great outdoors at an early age
because they were and that is why, they believe, they hike and bike and run and climb as adults. ¶ Here’s a look at some of the
College’s nature lovers — what outdoor activities they enjoy and why.

Paul Pierpoint,

Dean of Community Education

Melissa Babyak, Nursing ‘05
If she could, Melissa Babyak, RN, 23, of Bath would go hiking or whitewater
rafting in Jim Thorpe every day of her life. Unfortunately, she says, between school
– she is continuing to study for a bachelor’s in nursing – and her job as a progressive
care nurse weekend nights at Lehigh Valley Hospital Muhlenberg, she is only able
to get away about once a month. When she does, it will mean a mountainous hike
of anywhere from two to nine miles or a rafting trip of 20 to 30 miles.
Babyak finds whatever time she can spend outdoors “invigo
rating and freeing. It’s a great escape from the enclosed environ
ment of the hospital. It’s just I find my spirituality out there,” she
says. “I’m more in touch with myself when I’m on top of Glen Onoko (in Lehigh
Gorge State Park) or on top of The Pinnacle by Hawk Mountain in Berks County
(near Hamburg).”
Babyak traces her interest in such pursuits to her Uncle Rick, who would
often take her and her cousin, Pete, on the eight-mile loop that ended at the
breathtakingly beautiful Glen Onoko waterfalls. The ﬁrst time they went, she was
no more than 6, Babyak says, but she was so impressed that she would long to
return whenever they could.
Her dream is to one day hike Pico Duarte in the Dominican Republic. It’s the
highest mountain in the Caribbean and near where she grew up before moving to
the U.S. to attend high school.
Babyak tries to plan her trips for good weather, but she has on occasion
to Glen Onoko when it is icy. “It can be very dangerous,” she says,
up
gone
the top and looking from rock to rock out over the mountain is so
reaching
“but
It’s
rewarding. deﬁnitely worth the climb.”

Paul Pierpoint lived in West Virginia for 12 years before coming to NCC in
1990 as dean of business and technology. “West Virginia,” he says, “is a
great,
great state to enjoy the outdoors.”
While teaching at West Virginia State College, Pierpoint took advantag
e
of the terrain, camping and hiking as often as he could. A native of Pittsburg
h,
it reminded him of his youth when he and his friends would pile in the
pickup
and head to West Virginia for some outdoor adventures.
When Pierpoint moved to Pennsylvania, his kids were young and he
was working hard, leaving him little time to spend outdoors. A few years
later
though, he determined to reconnect with nature and took up ﬂy ﬁshing
and
hiking once again. “This area is not as outdoorsy as West Virginia,” he
says,
“but it is still a good area. There are plenty of streams and trails.”
Each year, he seems to do more ﬁshing, hiking and kayaking. “Now
I
probably go out 75 to 100 times a year,” he says.
Sometimes it is a simple 13-mile loop in the Delaware Water Gap,
meeting his wife, Alison, on the way back for the last half. Other times
it is
quite a bit more ambitious such as his recent climb 19,360 feet up
Mount
Kilimanjaro at age 53 or his trek to Colorado where he climbed a 14,000-fo
ot
mountain and would have done a second 14,000-footer had he not been
sick.
Why does he keep on trekking? “To me,” he says, “hiking a
long trail, being on a river in a kayak, or climbing to the top
of a
mountain is a transcendental experience. You sweat and you work
hard
and sometimes there are bugs or rain, but somehow getting there is almost
as
good as being there. If you've ever walked a few hours to stand on top
of a
mountain and had your breath taken away, you know what I mean.”
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Kevin Manna,

assistant professor, computer science

Joel Ahlum,

general studies student ’04-’05

can be.” He works as a
Joel Ahlum, 22, is outdoors “every moment I
ng cabinets and hanging
carpenter, mainly doing trim work such as buildi
he now lives in Jackson Hole,
doors in multi-million-dollar homes near where
ice climbing, mountaineering
ing,
climb
rock
is
Wyo. But whenever he can, he
weekend all year round and
or biking. “I’m usually doing something every
“Plus any time I can get off of
in the summer evenings after work,” he says.
work, I go on climbing trips or bike races.”
to Africa or Mexico for a
When ﬁnances allow, he takes a trip overseas
squeezes in trips to California
month or two of hiking and climbing. He also
ing.
to go surﬁng and to southern Utah to go climb
says. “Both my parents had a
he
,
genes
his
is
His love for the outdoors
me and my brother and sister
love for the outdoors. They passed that love to
could to climb and bike and
they
ever
when
ry
by taking us all over the count
river guide.
raft.” It also helped that dad was a climbing and
in the mountains and the
s
spend
he
time
more
Ahlum has found the
g that I get after a hard
outdoors, the more he wants to. “The feelin
comes after you ﬁnish a
climb, the feeling of accomplishment that
,” he says. “The feeling of
race, keeps you going back for more and more
If I didn’t keep going back
excitement way overpowers the feelings of fear.
stop, and I don’t want that
and exploring new places, those feelings would
a place to just sit home and
to happen ever. The world is just too wonderful
do nothing or watch TV.”
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Kevin Manna's ﬁrst experience on the slopes was one he would rather
forget. He was 18 and his friends threw him down an expert trail. It wasn't
a pretty sight. A few years later though, another friend suggested they go
skiing – it was discount night – and Manna conceded. The second time he
did well, and after that “I started getting into it more and more.”
Within a short time, he became a diehard skier hitting the slopes 30
to 40 days a year.
As he approached his late 20s, needing something to stay in shape
in the summertime, he started backpacking. His ﬁrst major trip was in New
England. “I was in Maine, and we drove to Mount Washington in New
Hampshire to do an overnight trip," he recalls. “I hiked to the summit
(6,288') the next morning, and it was somewhat of a religious
experience. It's more of a mental challenge a physical one. All the
way up you keep saying, ‘Why am I doing this?’ ‘What do I have to
prove?’ Then you get to the top, and it's all worthwhile.”
At 41, Manna continues to pursue as many outdoor adventures as time
permits. He'll go hiking with the outdoors club at the College or on his own
or with friends. Sometimes he goes to the Catskills. Sometimes it's to The
Pinnacle, the highest elevation in Berks County, and a very popular hiking
destination. “There are great views less than an hour away,” he says.
A native of Bucks County, Manna is certiﬁed as a Wilderness First Responder and a graduate of the Appalachian Mountain Club's Leadership Training
Program. He also enjoys rock climbing, kayaking and whitewater rafting.
Manna recognizes that such adventures are not for everyone. "But,"
he says, "often when I get to the top of the summit, I’ll almost be a little
emotional about it because I always think to myself, ‘There's only a few
people who have ever seen what I'm seeing now. It’s really a shame that
most people will never experience this.’”

John Harrison ’08,

medical administrative assistant major

John Harrison grew up in rural Finesville, N.J., about a mile outside of
town. If he wanted to see friends, he had to walk or ride his bike. Over the
years, he drifted away from biking. But when he was in his late 20s, early
30s, he was drawn back to the two-wheeler, often riding a 20-mile loop
between Alpha, N.J., and Riegelsville, N.J.
Harrison, of Palmer Township, is now 51 and has returned to school
after losing his job at the paper mill where he had worked for 20 years. He
is studying to be a medical administrative assistant.
Although older than most students, he joined NCC’s cycling club,
and he not only participates in as many of its activities as he can but also
serves as its president. He rides whenever he can starting as soon as the
weather turns nice in March and continuing until November or the bitter
cold, whichever comes ﬁrst.
Harrison lives a stone’s throw from the bike path in Palmer Township.
“That’s where I do most of my riding,” he says. If he feels like a change of
scenery, he will go to Hugh Moore Park in Easton or head west to Allentown
on the towpath. “The path is beautiful and peaceful along the river.
It’s a wonderful place to get away from the rat race for a while,”
Harrison says.
To celebrate his 51st birthday, this past summer, Harrison completed
a 51-mile ride.
It is not always easy for Harrison to ride long stretches as he has MS.
Sometimes, his feet fall asleep so he has to dismount and walk around until
he gets feeling back. He owns what he describes as a “cheapie” bike, none
of the bells and whistles except for an odometer that tells him how many
miles he has ridden and how many calories he has burned.
He doesn’t like hills. “Even as a kid,” he says, “I couldn’t make it up

Stephen Heckler, ’09,

education major

Looking for Steve Heckler? Cha
nces are you’ll ﬁnd him enjoying
“the
great outdoors.”
A native of Northeast Pennsyl
vania, Heckler has been a fan
of hiking,
biking and camping ever since
he was in the second grade and
a
ﬂ
yer went
around asking the boys if they
wanted to join Scouts. Thinking
it
sounded
cool, he signed up, “and it suck
ed me in,” he says. His favorite
ac
tivities
were those that took them
into the woods, up and ove
r
trail
s,
to
see
magniﬁcent sunsets and brea
thtaking views.
To this day, he hops on his mou
ntain bike “every chance I poss
ibly can”
and rides for miles. Add to that
some kayaking, hiking and cam
ping
every
opportunity and, in good weather
, Heckler is outdoors almost ever
y
day.
Over the years, Heckler has
come face to face with quite
a bit of
wildlife. He'll never forget one
of his early camping trips whe
n
he and
his friends didn't listen to the
scoutmaster and kept candy in
a
foot
locker
in their tents. A raccoon foun
d it and helped himself. The
nex
t
mor
ning,
Heckler and his friends foun
d the poor animal dead, hav
ing
suff
ered
a
stroke from overeating.
Heckler says being outdoo
rs is a great stress buster. “It's
a lot
more peaceful when you're
outside,” he says. “You don
't
hav
e
the
stresses that you would hav
e if you were inside or near
oth
ers.
”
Also, he says, communing with
nature makes him feel closer
to God.
“It really does because you see
all the wonders He has created.
”

the hills.”
This summer, he’s planning a 52-mile ride on his birthday. “I want to
do a mile for every year, just to prove that I can,” he says.
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Douglas Heath,

professor of geology and geogra
phy

As a kid growing up in New England,
Doug Heath enjoyed the outdoors.
He would play in the woods near
his home and collect leaves and rock
s.
However, he did not become
a devoted backpacker until afte
r
completing his junior year at Buck
nell University. That summer he had
the
opportunity to work as a ﬁeld assi
stant to a professor on a research
project,
and they headed West. “That open
ed my eyes to hiking and gave me
some
of the equipment I needed for back
packing,” he recalls.
One week at a base camp at Snow
mass Lake, Colo., they were joine
d
by a 68-year-old friend of the prof
essor. At the time, Heath was 20.
He
remembers mar veling at the “old
” man and thinking that if he stay
ed
in shape, he too would be able
to backpack for the next ﬁve deca
des
in the high mountains and dese
rts of the American West.
When Heath came to teach at NCC
, he hoped he could repay the favo
r
from his college days by exposing
his students to the outdoors. Twic
e
in
the early 1980s, he took groups
of about a dozen Northampton stud
ents
to some of the country’s natural won
ders including the Grand Canyon,
Zion
National Park, Bryce Canyon and
Mesa Verde. The three-week trips
“were
life-changing experiences for a lot
of those kids,” he says, just as his
trip
had been for him.
Now 58, Heath doesn’t hike or back
pack as much as he’d like. Still,
he plans trips here and abroad –
“I’ve gotten into foreign travel” –
as often
as he can. “I do a lot of short hike
s, 3, 4, 5 miles,” he says. “But whe
n I’m
backpacking, I cover 10 miles a
day with a 60-pound pack and may
be
in
country where I’m doing a 3,000-fo
ot climb.” Sometimes he goes with
his
daughter who has inherited his love
of backpacking, although, he adm
its,
she doesn’t have the stamina he does
.
Like the others, Heath says, the
experience outdoors is always
“refreshing.” Often, he says, he has
transcendental moments along the
way.
“I thoroughly enjoy leaving civilizati
on … and coming back.”

’07,
Dan Lasko, fall
jor
criminal justice ma

and
tes in triathlons, marathons
Dan Lasko of Nazareth participa
ider
cons
for a former Marine unless you
adventure races. Not that unusual
device
e
osiv
expl
sed
rovi
(imp
ng an IED
that Lasko lost his left leg duri
Freedom in
serving in Operation Enduring
or booby trap) ambush while
Afghanistan in 2004.
er.
the tragedy has pushed him farth
Rather than slowing him down,
ter
ries at Wal
was recuperating from his inju
Bills were mounting while he
the Injured
ting
esen
repr
en
wom
from two
Reed Army Medical Center. A visit
with a check
his problem. They presented him
Marine Semper Fi Fund solved
esentative
cover his debts. Later, when a repr
for a couple thousand dollars to
in a 500-mile
hed Lasko about participating
of the Semper Fi Fund approac
dn’t say no.
hington, D.C. to New York, he coul
fundraising bike race from Was
r the ﬁrst race, he was hooked.
The offer included a bike, and afte
the
the outdoors prior to joining
Lasko had always enjoyed
n
eve
l or
ing a pick-up game of footbal
Marines. “Whether I was play
ing
to be sitt
the beach, I was never one
taking a day trip down to
s.
say
he
es,”
gam
eo
ying vid
inside on the computer or pla
es money for
rais
ch
whi
Fi,
per
Sem
Now as a member of the Team
a rigorous
ng their rehabilitation, he has
Marines and their families duri
“We will be
will begin in March,” he says.
schedule. “Our second season
that event,
ional Triathlon in Florida. After
competing in the Miami Internat
peting in
through October. We will be com
we have an event every month
lina.” The
hington, D.C., and South Caro
California, Colorado, Florida, Was
local events
duled. That doesn’t include the
2008 season has 11 events sche
in which Lasko participates.
group
the hospital in 2004 when a USO
Lasko will never forget lying in
king jokes
y came into his room. Carey, crac
including comedian Drew Care
ine Corps
asked if he was running the Mar
as usual, looked at Lasko and
Lasko says.
ed at him with a blank look,”
Marathon that year. “I just star
at me now.’”
“Now I can tell him: ‘Take a look
e and
o does takes a lot of disciplin
Training for the events that Lask
it
ther
whe
to get outside and train each day,
motivation, he says. “You have
l
poo
in the
15 to 20 miles a day, or jumping
be running a few miles, biking
outside!” u
for a few laps. You need to get
Orenstein of
A freelance writer, Beth W.
a day.
Northampton walks 5 miles
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Why I Run
Rachel Cardelle
grants specialist

dawn.
Running gave me backerthe
p Tanamakoon in Algonquin Park,
Cam
at

When I was 10, I spent my ﬁrst summ
d recite
when we awoke all the campers woul
Canada. During that time, every morning
the Salutation of the Dawn:

the Dawn!
Listen to the Salutation of
Look to this Day!
Life.
For it is Life, the very Life of
Existence;
ities and Realities of your
Ver
the
all
lie
In its brief course
The Bliss of Growth,
The Glory of Action,
The Splendor of Beauty;
a Vision;
am, And Tomorrow is only
For Yesterday is but a Dre
Happiness,
every Yesterday a Dream of
But Today well lived makes
ion of Hope.
and every Tomorrow a Vis
Day!
Look well therefore to this
Dawn.
the
of
on
ati
lut
Such is the Sa
of the early morning with all the promise
I know not if these words formed my love
a part
if they only express what has always been
and possibilities I ﬁnd in those hours, or
version of
that I can look for serenity and my own
of me. I know only that it is to the dawn
ng.
the age of almost 40, when I took up runni
inner peace. I rediscovered the dawn at
ed
le-ag
midd
ed,
ottom
fat-b
the
be
to
bear
At ﬁrst, I ran only because I could not
lace up
myself out of bed each morning just to
woman I had become. It was hard to force
earlier
d energy, and I began to get up a little
my sneakers. Then, slowly, my body gaine
tes and miles on the road.
each day, just to grab a few more minu
,
y. There are surely a million biological
Today, my dawn runs provide my sanit
s
it seem
help me to stay on an even keel. Still,
scientiﬁc reasons that my dawn runs
my life.
ciate
appre
to
y
abilit
the
with
me
supplies
incredible to me that this simple ritual
suited to
when my mind turns to thoughts best
I know that it is the endorphins talking
ers
s help me to remember that this day matt
corny greeting cards. But those endorphin
time as
is the last time I will spend this date in
more than any other, if only because it
ds
with these daughters, with so many frien
a 44-year-old woman with this husband,
whose
working for this amazing place and in
spread across the globe as they are, and
mission I so strongly believe.
er
her, nor the season of the year, no matt
When I am running, no matter the weat
der
remin
the dawn always breaks for me with a
how colorful or quiet the sun may rise,
of how joyful life truly is.
the Dawn. u
Running has become my Salutation to
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About Health:

Q & A with Anita Smith, CEO Capital Bluecross
By Myra Saturen

Q. As a businessperson,
and as a mother, what do
you do, personally, to stay
healthy?
A. I try to remind myself
that my health is important to our
family and to our company. Too
many women take care of so many
people, and we forget that our
health is at the center of much of
the well-being of our families and
our companies. One thing I try to
do to stay healthy is to walk; I do
our WalkingWorksSM Program. I
put on my pedometer every day
when I go to work. I go up and
down the steps in the morning with
my children, so I get more steps.
I make sure I’m very cognizant of
how much I move during the day.
Just like our patients, I only
have time for simple things; I don’t
have time for a large workout
session. So, it’s just doing the
simple things. And just as I said
today [referring to a lecture she
had given at Northampton earlier
that day], I try to make a quiet time
to come down and recenter, so that
I can be productive for the next day
and for my family. And we play a
lot of family football – we’re pretty
good with family football.
I also make sure that I
implement additional things that I
think are healthy for our employees
and for myself, such as eating
for good nutrition. We also ban
smoking at the workplace, so that
none of us is breathing secondhand smoke.

30

NCC ● SPRING 2008

Q. How does Capital
Bluecross promote health
and wellness among its
employees? I know there
are a number of programs;
would you like to talk
about them?
A. Because our employees
are so busy being health insurers
and taking care of everyone else’s
employees, we must focus on
our own health. We’ve got to be
healthy, since we work for a com
pany that takes care of people.
We are very much engaged in the
WalkingWorksSM Program. At all
four of our locations, we do the
WalkingWorksSM Program.

Q. What is the
WalkingWorksSM
Program?
A. The WalkingWorksSM
Program is a wonderful program.
We have pedometers, and you
start out seeing how many steps
you really take. The goal is to take
up to 10,000 steps a day. Over
the course of a period of time,
you work up to that many steps.
At Capital, we start out even at
the executive levels, because
we feel that everybody has to be
engaged. And we’ve got to make
it so people have time to walk.
So, we’ll go out and walk around
the buildings; we have meetings
where we talk to each other
while we’re walking. Employees
put their sneakers on and walk
around the buildings, and it’s very
productive and it’s very good for
their health. People are losing

weight. It’s a great program. It’s a
very simple program that everyone
can get involved in.
We encourage our employ
ees to take care of their health.
We do health assessments. From
the results, people can set little
goals for their own personal
well-being to lead them to bet
ter health. We have a program
that one of our medical directors
came up with that, by chang
ing our lifestyles, we can take
weight off and keep it off by the
choices we make in our everyday
life. And then, of course, we have
the master programs that we of
fer to our employees. For asthma,
for diabetes – and we do a lot
with disease and management
programs for our employees.

Q. What about programs
to promote health and
wellness among your
customers?
A. We have health
educators who go out and work
with employers, and set up
customized programs for their
employee-based needs. They
do assessments, which is a
valuable key to what program
might be good for a particular
employer. Health and wellness is
so important. We cover ﬂu shots,
and we cover screening for all of
our employees. Next week, we’ll
be lining up for employer-paid-for
ﬂu shots; that’s a good thing to
do to keep up productivity. We
actually offer employees and
employers lots of programs that

are custom ﬁtted to their needs
and the culture at their particular
workplace.

Q. What do you think
are the most important
health issues? I know you
mentioned weight and
smoking.
A. It’s difﬁcult to say what
is the most important. I think I
could say that, generally, people
need to be more informed
and more engaged with their
health. Because they really are
not engaged enough to keep
themselves healthy, and with the
data we see now, we know if we
engage and participate that we
can lead a better quality of life.
Quality is important, and it also
reduces cost.
Obesity is an issue that
our children face. And we are
faced with other problems. In the
Lehigh Valley, we have a lot of
cardio and circulatory problems.
We also have a lot of muscle
and skeleton problems because
of the various work that’s been
performed in our region of the
country. So, we try to make
sure our programs are geared
toward ameliorating those types
of problems. Employees are so
valuable to their employers, and
we want to keep them healthy. u
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spring offerings, a little something for everyone

In a magazine issue dedicated to all things sports, we couldn’t
leave out the best thing about doing sports. No, not winning; though that’s
pretty nice, too. But along with learning the importance of sportsmanship, it’s
keeping your body ﬁt to play those sports. Let’s face it, unless you’re vying for
tiddlywinks champion or some such sedentary play, you’ve got to have at least
a measure of strength and ﬁtness. So, we magazine-writing types (deadline
sweating helps us shed our pounds) just want to remind you that Northampton
believes in your ﬁtness, athlete or not.
In addition to credit courses mostly designed for phys ed majors or as
electives, and the state-of-the-art Spartan Center with courts for a variety of
games, and weight training machines and free weights, our non-credit side of the
house always offers an arms-length list of entertaining and interesting courses to
keep us all – young, older, and old – healthy and limber in mind and body.
Here’s just a sampling of a total spring offering that reaches well beyond
the 50 mark of dance, workouts, hikes, and Tai Chi/yoga-genre courses (it’s okay
to start with the chocolate walking tour of Bethlehem, but be sure to put your
emphasis more on ‘walk’ than ‘chocolate’):

Jazzercise
Lunchtime Tai Chi
Lunchtime Yoga Regeneration
Get Fit the Senior Way
Weekend Morning Hikes
Abdominals & Glutes
Golf
Winter Golf
Tennis
Scuba Diving
Chocolate Walking Tour of Bethlehem
Hiking in Switzerland
Self Defense for Women
Strength Training Without Equipment
Yoga/Pilates – Mindful Fitness
Boxing

Kick Boxercise
Early Morning Fitness for Anyone
African Dance
Fabulously Fun Fitness-Jazz Dance
Happenin’ Hip Hop
Flamenco Dancing
Gypsy Middle-Eastern Fusion Dance
Salsa
Tango Anyone?
Ballroom Dancing - Latin Dancing
Swing Dancing
Polka Party
Cajun Zydeco Dance
Country Western Line Dancing
Belly Dance Basics u
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You can become a part of this beautiful new space.
The Tribute Garden is a future site for quiet reﬂection,
student gatherings and special events.
Donations of any size are welcome.
Pavers, Garden Features, Fountains, Sculpture,
Trees & Shrubs, Benches and much more.

Groundbreaking Ceremonies
April 22, 11:30 a.m.

Please contact Sharon Jones Zondag
szondag@northampton.edu
610.861.5449

aLUmNi nOTes
Accounting

a sales manager at the Hampton Inn in Easton. In September 2006, she returned to
Disney World to start her career there as a concierge cast
member at Disney’s Yacht
and Beach Club Resort. Next,
she was given a temporary
assignment promotion with
group reservations, and last
May she was promoted to her
current position.

2006 Cynthia HilFiger
of Mountainhome is a junior
accountant at Weiler Corporation in Cresco.

Advertising Design
1996 Rolande Smith of
Walnutport is the owner
of Cruise Planners in
Walnutport.

Banking

SHARE
YOUR STORY
Birth Announcement,
New Home, New Job,
Engagement,
Wedding,
See your photo or
name in print.

SUBMIT YOUR NEWS

for Alumni Notes at AlumniNet
www.northampton.edu/alumni
E-mail updates to:
alumni@northampton.edu
Mail to: Alumni Ofﬁce
Northampton Community
College
3835 Green Pond Road
Bethlehem, PA 18020

1987 Jackie McClellan
of Easton is vice president of
Keystone Nazareth Bank &
Trust in Bethlehem.

Biological Science
1980 Paul Michalko of
Rialto, Calif. is an industrial
hygiene manager at the State
Compensation Insurance
Fund in Santa Ana, Calif. He
received a bachelor’s degree
from East Stroudsburg University and a master’s degree
from the Keller Graduate
School of Management. Paul
has three daughters: Erin,
Kara and Rana, and a grandson, Jacob.
1995 Matthew Dieda of
Allentown is an industrial
hygienist at Tetra Tech NUS
in King of Prussia.

Business Management
1998 Carol Donovan
of Bethlehem is a human
resources assistant at

Mallinckrodt Baker, Inc. in
Phillipsburg, N.J.

Computer Graphics
2001 Jason Pijut of

2001 Damon Gaun and
Rachele Hallett of Northampton County were married on
July 7 at the Lodge at Mountain Springs Lake in Reeders.
Damon is employed by Unicast, Inc. in Easton.

CIT-Networking
2002 Leonard Koury, Jr.
of Easton is the owner of
Koury Consulting in Easton.

CIT-Web
2005 Claire Thackeray
recently accepted a position
as secretary to the vice president at Walt Disney World in
Orlando, Fla. After completing a college program internship from May 2003 to
August 2004 at Disney’s Wilderness Lodge, Claire returned to NCC to complete a
degree in computer information technology - web option.
After graduation, she became

Oreﬁeld is the creative principal of NURD, Inc. He and his
wife, Jessica, celebrated the
birth of their ﬁrst child Asher
Allen Pijut, March 2, 2007.

Computer Info
Systems
1995 Hatice Adar of
Eskisehir, Turkey received
a bachelor’s degree from
Anadolu University in
2003. She is a corporate
solutions manager at Ester
in Eskisehir, Turkey.
continued on page 41

Registered user of AlumniNet. Log on to www.northampton.edu/alumni to ﬁnd out more.
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DiD YOu KNOW...

Alumni of NCC can utilize the Career Services Ofﬁce on
a lifetime basis at no charge!
Career Services staff can assist you with career planning and development as well as your
job search. OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: assistance with developing resumes and cover letters,
preparing for interviews, annual Career Fairs, workshops, and access to our online job board
of employment opportunities.

www.northampton.edu/alumni

REUNIONS
wonderful memories – powerful dreams

2007

was a year for reliving memories and making new ones as alumni gathered to celebrate Northampton's 40th anniversary. Alumni reminisced and shared stories
of their time at NCC picnics, after-work socials, luncheons,
a garden party at the Children's Center, and even at a gettogether in Florida.
A special art exhibit and panel gave alumni, faculty, staff,
future alumni (aka students), and guests a chance to enjoy
the work of some very talented alumni artists.
By the time the ﬁnal dessert was ﬁnished and story told,
more than 500 alumni had participated in reunions marking
the 40th anniversary.

IF YOU MISSED THE FUN, you can start your own reunion by
logging on to AlumniNet, NCC's alumni online community, to
search for classmates and other NCC friends.
More alumni reunion photos can be found on the Alumni Photo
Gallery at www.northampton.edu/alumni.

Black ties and happy faces at the Community Fabric Awards celebration: (left to right) Presidential Ambassadors (future alumni!); emcees David Shaffer
‘77 and Chris Martin ‘77; two generations of Bartholomew graduates (Jim ‘73 and Matt ‘01 with wives Gina and Jill); and the Palmers, Bruce ‘77 and Judy.

Panels and parties: (left to right) Alumnae share their experiences at “The Road Beyond Northampton” presentation; presidents present and past: Dr Arthur
Scott, Dr. Dick Richardson and Dr. Bob Kopecek; and graduates of the early childhood education program enjoy a garden party at Reibman Hall.

Alumni in art: (left to right) Retired professor Gerry Rowan and Paul Harryn ‘75; Alyssha Csuk ‘02 at the opening of the AlumniArt exhibition; Luis Vazquez ’00 and his
wife Raquel; alumni artists discuss their work as part of a panel discussion attended by current students, faculty and staff and art aﬁcionados from the community.

Special bonds: (left to right) Members of NCC’s ﬁrst graduating class, the Class of 1969, and enthusiastic graduates of the ofﬁce administration/secretarial science
programs share memories and updates at an afternoon luncheon. u
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DoNOr prOFiLe

The Couple Who Learn Together …

OPPORTUNITY
all around us
Life partners: Tim & Colleen Lewis make a difference

Part of the family: Tim & Colleen Lewis

“THE SKYLINE ALONG THE
Lehigh River will change profoundly in the next few years.”
That’s what Tim Lewis,
then president of Bethlehem
Steel’s structural products
division, wrote in February of
1995 as the company and the
community prepared for the
end of the steelmaking and big
beam production that deﬁned
Bethlehem’s Southside for
nearly a century.
It was in 1907 that
Bethlehem Steel President
Charles M. Schwab gambled
the company’s fortunes on
the notion that America was
ready to go on a building
binge. Schwab spent millions
to build the Bethlehem plant
that pounded out wide-ﬂange
beams. “If we go bust, we’ll
go bust big,” Schwab said. But
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rather than go bust, Bethlehem
Steel ushered in an era of skyscrapers and building big in
America.
Today, as a Foundation
board member, scholarship
donor and regular student, Tim
and his wife, Colleen, are part
of the Northampton Community College family that is still
building big in Bethlehem and
beyond.
“The operations side of
things always interested me,”
says Tim, who holds a bachelor
of arts from Haverford College
and a bachelor’s degree in
mechanical engineering from
the University of Pennsylvania.
“I got interested in engineering because I used to be a lab
tech in Maryland building
oceanographic equipment. That
led me to Penn for the engi-

By Paul Acampora

neering degree. Once I got the
degree, however, I never did
any engineering. Running the
operation—that’s always where
the fun was for me.”
Tim started at Bethlehem
Steel as a shipping clerk for
the Sparrows Point steel mill
in Maryland and then, 35
years later, wrapped up his
steel career by serving as a
senior sdvisor helping to guide
Bethlehem Steel through the
acquisition of rival steelmaker
Lukens, Inc.
In terms of operation,
Tim sees continued growth for
Northampton. “The College has
aggressive goals, and I’ve never
thought there was something
that we couldn’t get done.”
Along with that growth,
Tim has always been impressed with the College’s
ability to respond quickly to
the changing needs of students
and employers while staying
focused on making a highquality education as accessible
as possible. “Access, quality
and a ﬂexible curriculum,”
says Tim, “those are the key
ingredients at Northampton.”
In 2003, Tim and Colleen
created the Tim and Colleen
Lewis Scholarship Fund at
Northampton. “Colleen and I
are partners in everything, and
we enjoy sharing whatever we
can together,” says Tim. The
couple, who became friends as
coworkers at Bethlehem Steel

and then reconnected after
leaving the company, takes
classes together in subjects that
range from photography and
wine-tasting to algebra and
real estate. “I don’t worry too
much about the grades,” confesses Tim, “but Colleen likes
to get all As.”
Creating their scholarship fund, says Tim, was
their way of giving a little
bit back to the College.
“Serving on the Foundation
board, you sense leadership
and direction here. There is a
commitment to getting things
done and getting things done
right. We created the scholarship because we feel that at
Northampton, you can really
make a difference in somebody’s life.”
Tim, who joined the
Northampton Community
College Foundation board in
1994, adds, “There has been
so much exciting growth since
we ﬁrst got involved with the
College. The physical character of the school has changed
signiﬁcantly. It’s much more
of a campus community now
rather than just a destination
for class work. There is so
much available on our main
campus, in Monroe County,
and so much happening in
South Bethlehem. There is
opportunity all around us.
Colleen and I are really proud
to be a part of that.” u

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX

MemORiam
Evelyn D. “Lynn” Cole,
a long-time friend of Northampton
Community College, passed away
in January. She was a graduate of
Maryville College, and received her
training in medical technology from
the University of Tennessee.
Lynn served as a volunteer
medical technician in Afghanistan,
Swaziland and India when she
and her husband, Jack, spent ﬁve
years in the Peace Corps. She was
a volunteer for Meals on Wheels,
for soup kitchens and the YWCA;
she also served as a Girl Scouts and
Cub Scouts leader. The couple has
been very generous to the College
as well, establishing two funds to
help our students: a two-life gift
annuity and a scholarship fund. In
1992, Lynn was recognized by the
City of Bethlehem for her community
involvement and generosity.
Lynn was survived by her
husband, Dr. Jack Cole, with whom
she was married for 66 years, as
well as ﬁve sons, four daughters,
13 grandchildren and eight greatgrandchildren.

medical team of United Church of
Christ in Honduras. His numerous
awards include the Recognition
Award from Temple Medical
School and the Boss of the Year
award from Allentown Business
Women’s Association. And only
some of the medical organizations
in which he was involved include
him as a Fellow of the American
Academy of Family Physicians,
the AMA, Northampton County
Medical Society and Pennsylvania
Medical Society.
An accomplished poet and
writer, Cole was the author of the
poetry volume, Wandering Voices,
and the biography, Richard and
Sabina; as well as an epic poem,
4004 B.C., to be published this year.
He also wrote children’s stories and
contributed poetry to anthologies
and articles to professional
publications.
Dr. Cole is survived by his
ﬁve sons, four daughters, 13
grandchildren and eight greatgrandchildren.

Michael S. Corrow, of Bath,
Dr. Jack E. Cole passed
away in January. Like his wife of
66 years, Lynn, who passed away
just 13 days earlier, Jack was long
a friend to Northampton Com
munity College. Dr. Cole graduated
Pennsylvania State University with
his bachelor’s degree in science,
and earned his degree in medicine
from the University of Pennsylvania.
He served as staff member for St.
Luke’s Hospital and specialized in
family practice in Bethlehem.
Among his many
accomplishments, Dr. Cole served
in the Army during World War II,
receiving a Purple Heart and a
Combat Medic badge. He was a
physician in the Peace Corps in
Afghanistan, Swaziland and India;
and the mission leader for the

passed away in January. Michael
was the brother of Donald Corrow, a
mail clerk at Northampton Commu
nity College. Michael was employed
as a manager at ServiceMaster.
Michael is described by his friends
and loved ones as a “wonderful man
with a huge heart. He is survived
by his son, Brent, as well as three
brothers, three sisters, 16 nieces
and nephews, and ﬁve great-nieces
and nephews. Northampton’s
sincere sympathy goes out to
Donnie Corrow and to his family.

Arthur J. (Art) O’Brien,
security guard at Northampton
for many years, passed away in
December. He and his wife, Harriet,
celebrated their 58th wedding
anniversary last May. Prior to his

service with the College, Art worked
for the former Laros Printing, retiring
after 40 years. A 1936 graduate of
Wilson High School, Art also served
as a Sergeant in the Army during
World War II. Always courteous and
helpful, Art was well known and
loved by his Northampton family,
and he will be missed.

Cody James Marshall,
a 2005 graduate of NCC with a
degree in criminal justice, died in
November as a result of a vehicle
accident. He excelled in wrestling,
track and ﬁeld, and pole vaulting
while at Northampton Area High
School, where he graduated in
2002. He was employed at Sun
nyside Landscaping in Bath since
2003. The son of Eddy Jo and Mary
Kurelja Marshall, Cody is said to
have always had a kind word and
a ready smile for everyone; and
his “family and friends loved him
without measure.” His many friends
remember him as “a very sweet and
loving person,” “a ﬁne young man,”
and “irreplaceable.” Perhaps Cody’s
character is best summed up in the
words of the friend who wrote: “I
hope to one day raise sons to be as
loyal and respectful, with as big a
heart as you.”

Sharon E. Litvin ‘84, an
administrator in the adult literacy
department at Northampton, passed
away in November. She was a
reading specialist for area high
schools, and also a volunteer for
ProJeCt, in Easton. Along with her
associate degree in education from
NCC, she held a bachelor’s degree
from Cedar Crest College and a
master’s degree from East Strouds
burg University.
Sharon’s interests included
jewelry design (which she turned
into a business: Earrings, Nothing
But – Creations by Sharon), and

traveling and dining with her
husband, Herbert. She and Herb
enjoyed attending sporting events,
especially the Philadelphia Phillies,
for whom the couple were loyal
fans. Sharon and her husband often
opened their home to exchange
students from the College, and,
in addition to that hospitality, she
was the adoptive mother of ﬁve
dachshunds.

Herbert F. Cobley, one of
the school superintendents who
helped found Northampton Com
munity College, passed away in his
home in November. Mr. Cobley was
superintendent of schools for the
Nazareth Area School District, from
which he retired in 1981 after 25
years of service.
Under his leadership, six
independent school districts were
merged into the Nazareth Area
School District. During his tenure
at Nazareth, he led the district in
constructing the Floyd R. Shafer
Elementary School and Lower
Nazareth Elementary School, adding
to the Nazareth Area Senior and
Junior high schools and developing
the Andrew S. Leh Stadium and
auxiliary athletic ﬁelds. A 1934
graduate of Tamaqua High School,
Herb received a bachelor of science
degree in education from Kutztown
University and his master’s degree
in education and superintendency
letter from Lehigh University.
Herb Cobley’s friends and colleagues
speak of him as a gifted, dedicated
educator and “[a] true titan of
education.” He was lauded for,
in the words of one admirer, his
“approachability, his perceptiveness,
and his devotion to the community
and students of Nazareth.” He was
predeceased by his wife, Bettie
Cobley. His family, our Northampton
family, and all those who care about
education will miss him. u
SPRING 2008 ● NCC 39

ALumNi prOFiLe

A Sporting Career

big league

CAREER

Nick Nagel ’02, sees a sport management degree blossom
after graduating NCC By Cynthia Tintorri

Nick Nagel, assistant director of athletic programs at the University of
North Texas in Denton, is ready to love his career.

FOR A GUY WHO WASN’T
sure what he wanted to do
when he came to Northampton, Nick Nagel has done
quite well for himself. He’s
treading on what was once
the stomping ground of Pro
Football Hall-of-Famer, fourtime Super Bowl champion
and former Steeler, Mean
Joe Green. Since September
of this year, Nagel has been
the assistant director of athletic programs at Green’s alma
mater, the University of North
Texas in Denton.
“When I ﬁnished my
high school career, I thought
about political science, but I
didn’t think I’d be happy doing
that,” he said. “Then I saw the
sport management degree in
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the NCC catalog and thought,
Hey, I like sports – I’d love to
do that as a career!”
Nagel’s dad, Michael,
was a development ofﬁcer at
NCC when the younger Nagel
decided to come here. “My
parents and I thought NCC
would be a good place for me
to ﬁgure out what I wanted to
do. My experience there truly
led me on my current career
path,” he said.
After graduating from
NCC, Nagel went on to St.
John’s University in New
York, where he earned a B.S.
in sport management with a
minor in business in 2004.
He then interned in athletic
communications and event
management for Bryant Uni-

versity in Rhode Island, and
then for the Patriot League.
Nagel landed a job in the athletic facilities ofﬁce at West
Virginia University, where he
simultaneously worked toward
a master’s in sport management, awarded in June 2007.
Nagel found himself
without a job when his boss
returned from maternity leave,
so he began interviewing for
various positions in intercollegiate athletics. “UNT just
seemed to be the right ﬁt.
After some very positive
interviews, I was offered and
accepted the job.”
As assistant director of
athletic programs for UNT,
Nagel serves as event manager

Nagel is also responsible
for making sure fans and
venues are safe and secure. He
even coordinates construction
and upgrading of athletic facilities on campus, “along with
anything else that might be
thrown my way!”
Although he played basketball, football, and track and
ﬁeld growing up and in high
school, Nagel says he didn’t
have the athletic gifts to play
at the college level. “But I
love watching student athletes
succeed at their craft due to all
the hard work they put into it. I
get to know them at a personal
level. It’s very rewarding.”
His favorite part of the
job? “No two days are ever

“No two days are ever
the same.”
for 16 intercollegiate athletic
sports. “I ensure that all the
logistics for athletic events
are coordinated correctly,
from teams being on time and
facilities being set up, to accommodations for ofﬁcials and
anything else that’s needed
for the event to take place,”
he said.

the same. I’m always doing
something different, with its
own set of challenges. My
education at NCC taught me
all that the sports industry
had to offer – it’s so much
more than what goes on on
the playing ﬁeld. I knew if
I worked hard, I’d ﬁnd my
place in the industry.” u
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2004 Michael Laudano
of Walnutport is a regional
training manager at Empra
Systems.

2001 Richard Hoch, II

Computer Maintenance
& Service Techology
2006 Daniel Torok is an
information technology admin
istrator at T-Mobile USA in
Allentown. He has obtained an
MCDST Microsoft certiﬁca
tion. Daniel and his wife, Pa
tricia, live in Bethlehem and
have one child, Samantha.

of Hamburg is an operator at
Palram America’s in Kutz
town.

Data Processing
1969 John Mathious, Jr.
of Sparta, N.J. has retired and
is living one of his lifelong
dreams – creating ﬁne art. He
works in oils and watercolors,
focusing on still life and land
scapes.

Culinary Arts
1994 Anne Coleman of
Bethlehem works for Walt
Disney Internet Group as a
professional food blogger for
family.com. Anne and her

1981 Mark Washburn of
Gulf Breeze, Fla. is an indepen
dent adjuster at State Farm.

Dental Assisting
1984 Jill Mulrooney is
employed at Commerce Bank
as a reconcilement associate in
Harrisburg. She and her hus
band live in York.

Dental Hygiene
1998 Jillian Gatcha
Zdobysz of Lewes, Del. is a
registered dental hygienist at
The Dental Group.

husband have been married
for 19 years and have seven
children.
1994 Tony Russo of Glen
dale, Calif. works as an event
specialist at Special Event
Management in Hollywood,
Calif.

a bachelor’s degree from West
Chester State and a master’s
degree from Southern Meth
odist University. He is em
ployed at TM Forum in Plano,
Texas, where he and his wife,
Jeannie, live.

Family Child Care

Criminal Justice
2002 Ryan Wayne
Barsony and Brynn Leigh
Bohren were married on May
19 at the Frenchtown Presby
terian Church. Ryan is a police
ofﬁcer in Pohatcong Township,
where they reside.

independent senior consultant
for Tastefully Simple. She re
ceived a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from Muhlenberg
College in 2000. Susan and her
husband Tim, live in Hellertown and have two children,
Matthew and Sarah.
1997 George Apostol is a
special education coordinator
at the Bethlehem Area Voca
tional-Technical School. He
received dual bachelor’s de
grees in elementary/special
education, as well as a mas
ter’s degree, from East
Stroudsburg University.
George and his wife, Lori Ann,
live in East Bangor and have
two children, Julia Christine
and Olivia Jane.
2001 Jennifer Fogel of
Bath is a clinical exercise
physiologist at Sound Shore
Medical Center Cardiac Reha
bilitation in Larchmont, N.Y.
She received a bachelor’s de
gree in 2004 and a master’s
degree in 2006 from East
Stroudsburg University.
2007 Jacque Parker of
Hellertown is the owner of
Irish Stars Parker School of
Irish Dance, with locations in
the Lehigh Valley and New
Jersey. Jacque is studying
communications and theatre at
DeSales University.

1996 Lorraine Perillo
of Penndel is attending Bucks
County Community College,
where she is a member of the
International Honor Society
and is on the dean’s list. She
is planning to continue her
studies at Chestnut Hill Col
lege for a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education/special
education. She says, “NCC
has given me the courage to go
forward and try to obtain my
dream of acquiring a higher
learning degree.”

Filmless Imaging
1999 Kimberly Johnson of
Tamaqua received a special
ized diploma from the Mc
Cann School of Business in
2003. She recently bought a
new house with her ﬁancé.
They are planning a 2008
wedding.

Funeral Service
2007 Patricia Werner of
Nazareth is a resident intern at
the Schmidt Funeral Home in
Nazareth.

General Education

Early Childhood

Electronics
Technology

2003 Meghan Renae
Lieberman and Aaron Wil
liam Buck were married on
June 10 at The Meadows in
Hellertown. Meghan is em
ployed by the child care center
at NCC.

2001 Chauncey Levisay
of Jersey City, N.J. is an engi
neering design supervisor at
Quadrangle Products, Inc. He
received a bachelor’s degree in
2004 from the New Jersey
Institute of Technology.

Education

Engineering

1992 Susan Deibert is an

1969 John Reilly received

1985 Nancy Brown of Wash
ington, N.J. is a senior project
analyst at Merrill Lynch in
New Jersey.

General Studies
1990 Beth Corroda Bloom
received a master’s degree
from DeSales University in
2002. Beth and her husband,
Jeff, live in Bethlehem.
continued on page 43
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An Affinity For Adult Students

from adult student to

COLLEGE DEAN
Jane Hudak ’89 feels a special tie to students at the Wescoe School.

Dean Hudak and class of the Wescoe School.

LIKE MANY ADULT
students at NCC, students at
Muhlenberg College’s Wescoe
School come to class after
working a job, after checking the kids’ homework, after
putting the baby to bed. Their
average age is 38.
Wescoe’s dean, Jane
Hudak, ’89, knows what it’s
like to juggle family, work and
school; she did so herself. A
woman with a warm smile and
bubbly, down-to-earth manner,
she feels a natural kinship with
Wescoe’s adult learners.
Hudak began her own
higher education 20 years ago
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at NCC. She was 24, married,
employed and scared. No
one in her family had gone to
college. Her mother, raised
in rural North Carolina, did
not have the opportunity to
progress beyond the eighth
grade. Her father, a Korean
War veteran and journeyman at Bethlehem Steel, had
a high school diploma, but
not a college degree. None of
the adults Hudak knew in her
center city Bethlehem neighborhood had attended college.
College, Hudak thought, was
for “other people.”
Still, at Liberty High

School, she always did well.
After graduation, she stayed
on as the produce manager
at Bethlehem’s Schoenen’s
Market, where she had worked
for several years. Meanwhile,
Hudak’s college-going friends
kept coming to her for help
with their assignments. Finally,
Hudak asked herself: If I can
help my friends with their
college work, why can’t I go to
college myself?
With this glimmer of
conﬁdence, Hudak enrolled at
NCC, continuing, part-time, at
Schoenen’s. College seemed
daunting at ﬁrst. But Hudak
quickly found a supportive
environment. “The people at
NCC were welcoming. They
made me feel that I could do it.
The professors had great dedication, worked so hard, and
they instilled a love of learning,” Hudak says. “College
was difﬁcult, but so exciting.
I was exposed to things I had
never seen or heard about. It
set me on ﬁre.
“Much of my approach
to serving an adult student
population is modeled after my
experience as a young adult
student at NCC,” she says.
Professors she found
particularly inspiring included
Douglas Heath, geography and
geology; Earl Page, history/
sociology; Craig Kilpatrick,
psychology; and James Von

By Myra Saturen

Schilling, English.
After graduating from
NCC with an associate degree
in education, Hudak earned a
bachelor’s degree in political
science and a master’s degree
from Kutztown University in
student affairs. During busy
years of work and study (she
worked and interned at many
schools, including NCC’s
ﬁnancial aid ofﬁce), she gave
birth to two sons, now 7 and
11. She often registered for
classes, baby on hip.
Eager to work with adult
students, Hudak joined the
Wescoe School as a part-time
academic advisor in 1998.
Mentored by Dr. Samuel
Laposata, Hudak advanced to
assistant, associate and interim
dean. In 2007, she was appointed dean. In this role, she
creates course schedules, hires
faculty, develops programs,
oversees the college’s summer
courses, does community
outreach and – her favorite
activity of all – counsels students. Associate dean during
Hurricane Katrina, Hudak led
the Muhlenberg College community in opening classes,
dormitories and their lives to
displaced students from Tulane
University, in Louisiana. “It
was the proudest moment
of my life,” she says of the
campus-wide endeavor.
She is also proud that
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continued from page 41

community service is built
into the accelerated program at
the Wescoe School. Students
in the program must assist
a non-proﬁt organization,
be it formulating a marketing plan or setting up an HR
manual. Recently, students
raised $2,000 in four weeks
for Wounded Warriors, which
helps wounded soldiers from
Walter Reed Army Hospital
readjust to civilian life.
“Jane is a wonderful role
model,” says Irene Williams,
whom Hudak mentored for
many years. “She genuinely
cares about students. She
inspired me and helped me
continue my education.” Following Hudak’s example,
Williams received a master’s
degree in student affairs and
is now employed by Moravian College.
Hudak sees higher education as increasingly essential,
not only for individuals but for
our society. “Jobs that 20 years
ago required only experience,
now demand a degree,” she
says. Community colleges, she
says, are powerful forces for
change in this more sophisticated work world. “They can
react more quickly to changes
in the market because they
are close to what is happening
in the community. They are
important to the community,”
Hudak says.
Hudak is grateful to NCC
for her own success and happy
that we are here for other
students. “NCC prepared me
for life,” Hudak says. “My
professors instilled in me the
conviction that I can do anything.” It is a conﬁdence she
is passing on to her students at
the Wescoe School. u

1994 Jeffrey Prater of
Silver Spring, Md. is a user
education specialist at Uniform Services University in
Bethesda, Md.
1989 Lt. Thomas Sather
of Cantonment, Fla. is a naval aerospace physiologist
for the United States Navy
in Pensacola, Fla. He received a bachelor’s degree
in 1992 from Elon College,
an MSS in 1996 at the United States Sports Academy
and an MS in 1997 from
Radford University.

Hotel/Restaurant
2003 Kelly Ann Knitter
and Bradford Russell Heckman were married on May 6
at the Friedens Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Center
Valley. Kelly is employed
with Jersey Central Power
and Light First Energy. The
couple lives in Lower Saucon
Township.

OfFice
Administration
1999 Christina Horvath
of Nazareth is a secretary
for Anatomical Justice in
Nazareth.

Paralegal
2001 Jennifer FreidlTripp of Bethlehem is a
contract administrator at
Olympus America in Center
Valley.
2003 Ann Guidetti of
Bethlehem is a real estate
agent at Keller Williams in
Bethlehem. She received a
real estate diploma at NCC
in 2006.

Radio/TV
1998 Jose Cruz of Brooklyn, N.Y. is a web producer
for Cablevision Corporation
in Woodbury, N.Y. He also

Liberal Arts
1994 Maureen O’Connell
of Pocomoke City, Md. is
working in the DME ﬁeld and
has obtained her CPC-H. She
has three children.

Medical Billing
2000 Kelly Reibman of
Coplay is a certiﬁed professional coder for Dr. Mariette
Austin in Bethlehem. Kelly
has a daughter, Meagan.

Multimedia
2000 Kevin Remaley and
Paula Uhler were married on
January 6, 2007 at St. Peter’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Plainﬁeld Township. Kevin
is self-employed with Rockin’
Remaley Professional Disc
Jockeys. The couple lives in
Wind Gap.

received a multimedia specialized diploma in 1998 at
NCC.
1984 William “Billy”
Staples of Easton is the
author of “Before the Glory:
20 Baseball Heroes Talk
about Growing Up and Turning Hard Times into Home
Runs.” Find out more at
www.billystaples.com.
1998 Kelly Ward of Norristown is an editor at Nancy
Glass Productions in Bala
Cynwyd. She also received a
multimedia specialized diploma in 1999 at NCC.

2004 Gary Collina is a
retail store manager for TMobile, U.S.A., Inc. in
Feasterville. He also received
an associate’s degree in business management at NCC in
2006. Gary and his wife, Kellen, live in Hulmeville and
have two children, Kassidy
and Gavin.

Registered Nursing
1975 Richard Fuller is
working as a consultant for
PRN Capital, LLC in Birmingham, Ala. He and his
wife, Karen, live in Hoover,
Ala. and have one child,
Nicholas.
1989 Gena Fortner is a
cardiac cath lab nurse manager at Easton Hospital. She
and her husband, Brian, live
in Easton and have one child,
Makenna.
1990 Thomas Cooper is a
ﬂight nurse with Tristate
Careﬂight in Bullhead City,
Ariz. and an emergency room
nurse at Sunrise Hospital in
Las Vegas. He is also a Captain in the Nevada Wing of
the Civil Air Patrol. Thomas
and his wife, Jennyne, live in
Henderson, Nev.
2000 Donna FormicaWilsey is a ﬂight nurse at the
University of Pennsylvania
Health System in Philadelphia. She also received an
associate’s degree in chemical
technology at NCC in 1998.
Donna and her husband,
Douglas, live in Richlandtown with their son Alex.
2005 Andrea Nodzo of
Enola is a registered nurse at
the Hershey Medical Center.

continued on page 48
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Politics Got His Vote

Chief of Staff
George McElwee ’94, from NCC cubicle to DC power center.
GEORGE MCELWEE HAS
the job that many with an
eye on the political life
just dream of. As chief
of staff for Pennsylvania
Congressman Charlie Dent,
who represents the 15th
Congressional District,
the Northampton
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Community College alumnus
manages the day-to-day
operations of the congressman’s ofﬁces in Washington,
D.C., Bethlehem and East
Greenville. Based in the
Washington ofﬁce, McElwee
is a senior policy advisor
for Dent, and also oversees
the administrative business
of the ofﬁce.
Politics was an easy
choice for McElwee. While
at NCC in 1993 and 1994, he
served as vice chairman of
the Student Senate where, he
says, he loved the activities
as well as the connections to
students and staff. “Student
Senate had a cubicle in
the student activities
center,” he remembers.
“We would all gather
there between
classes and hang
out. They

were good times, and we
were all friends.”
McElwee credits NCC
with providing a strong
foundation for his goals.
“I would urge students to
take advantage of what
Northampton has to offer,”
he says. “There is so much
here, and the faculty and
staff are willing to help in
any way they can.”
As a political science
major, McElwee transferred
from NCC to Shippensburg
University of Pennsylvania and graduated with a
bachelor of arts degree in
1998. He continued his
education and received a
graduate certiﬁcate in political management from
George Washington University in Washington, D.C.
“Northampton prepared me
to accomplish any education
goal I set out to achieve,”
McElwee recalls.
After graduating from
Shippensburg, McElwee returned to NCC for a bit; but
this time, not as a student.
He was hired by the ofﬁce
of residence life to live on
campus as the residence hall
director. “It was a great honor
to come back and work for
Northampton after having
been a student just a few
years earlier,” he said. In

By Rebecca Hess’03

1999, he moved to Washington to work for Pennsylvania
Senator Rick Santorum,
gaining invaluable experience in an elected ofﬁcial’s
ofﬁce.
McElwee then spent
several years working as a director of federal government
affairs for a Washingtonbased trade association
representing the ﬁnancial services industry. That position
gained him valuable exposure
to the private sector’s involvement on Capitol Hill. In
2004, McElwee volunteered
on then-state Senator Charlie
Dent’s campaign for the U.S.
House of Representatives.
And that step turned into the
fulﬁllment of his dream.
“My goal throughout
my professional life had
always been to achieve the
position as a chief of staff to
a congressman or senator,”
McElwee says. “I sought out
other chiefs of staff from
other ofﬁces, talking to them,
and looking for information
that would help me achieve
my goal.”
The campaign was difﬁcult and required a lot of
hard work, but McElwee
knew that it was important
work. He had grown up in
Bethlehem Township, and the
“Township” as it is known, is

PHOTO BY JOHN STERLING RUTH

A First For NCC

in Dent’s congressional district; so, the work McElwee
did for the campaign took on
a very personal note, directly
affecting his hometown.
His commitment and
drive paid off on election
night, November 2004 when
Congressman-elect Dent
asked McElwee to join
his staff. He was elated.
“It’s unusual for a chief of
staff to actually work in
the ofﬁce that represents
their hometown,” he says,
“So it made it even more
important that I was asked
to stay on board.” Since the
congressman’s oath of ofﬁce
on January 4, 2005, Chief
of Staff McElwee, 31, has
been on the move. Every day
brings new challenges.
And every day is different. If the Congressman
is in Washington, the days
are ﬁlled with meetings and
policy issues. He and Dent
share much the same calendar
on those days. Other times
are ﬁlled with overseeing the
17 staff members who serve
constituents in the congressman’s three ofﬁces, as well
as working aggressively on
Dent’s outreach programs.
But always, the focus is on
the people Congressman Dent
represents.
“The best parts of
my job are working for
Charlie and my hometown,”
McElwee says. “The real
value is in the work, knowing
that the guy I work for is a
good person, and I’m helping
him represent his constituents
to the best of his ability.” u

coNGRats!

january
COMMENCEMENT

congratulations to all!
AUGUST AND DECEMBER GRADUATES HAD A REASON TO CELEBRATE THIS WINTER – on
January 26, 2008, Northampton held its ﬁrst winter commencement ceremony! Over 190 graduates
crossed the Spartan Center stage, into the next stage of their lives. Chris Martin ’77, chairman and
CEO of C.F. Martin and Company, was the commencement speaker, and Steve Dolak ’69, execu
tive director of the Boys and Girls Club of Bethlehem, offered a welcome to our newest alumni on
behalf of the Alumni Association. u

PARALEGAL
REUNION

Save the Date

Wednesday
April 16, 2008
5 p.m.
Alumni Hall
Room 130
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CLASS OF 2023

Alumni Award Recipients

“Recipes for

SUCCESS”
Each fall, the Northampton Alumni Association honors six
distinguished alumni and community members at its “Recipes
for Success” Alumni Awards Mixer. Here is a taste of the 2007
Recipes for Success Award recipients.

Join Northampton
Community College’s
Heritage Society
Your contributions make it
possible for future students to
obtain a low-cost, high-quality
college education.

Include Northampton Community
College in your estate plans
or contact the Institutional
Advancement Planned
Giving Office at
610.861.5449

A L U M N I S H A R E D T H E I R “ R E C I P E S F O R S U C C E S S ” AT T H E A L U M N I
Association’s Awards Mixer on Wednesday, Oct. 17. Honorees and over 100 guests
enjoyed culinary delights created by students enrolled in Northampton’s Culinary Arts
Program under the direction of Chef (and NCC Alum) TJ Rutherford ’97.
Alumni traveled from as far as western Pennsylvania and the western part of the
country to celebrate the accomplishments of their fellow alumni.
The Alumni Awards Mixer recognizes alumni nominated and selected by their
fellow alumni based on individual accomplishments and service in the community, particular profession and to NCC. Also recognized each year is a distinguished educator
and an honorary alumnus.
Larry Sechney ’72, vice president of the Alumni Association board of directors,
was the emcee for the evening. This years honorees included Cindy Stafﬁeri-Workman
’74, Distinguished Service to the Community Award; Frederick R. Curcio ’90, Distinguished Service to NCC Award; Nicolas W. Khoury ’80, Professional Achievement
Award; Shawn F. Doyle ’91, President's Award; Professor Bill Bearse, Educator’s
Award; and Dr. Marlene “Linny” Fowler, Honorary Alumna.
Following the awards ceremony, alumni enjoyed delightful desserts and the
company of many great friends.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO
THE COMMUNITY AWARD
Cindy Stafﬁeri Workman ‘74

Cindy Stafﬁeri Workman has been
part of the Northampton family since
1974, when she earned her degree in
dental hygiene. She followed that up
by sharing the skills of her trade as
an adjunct clinical instructor in the
College's dental hygiene program
from 1978 to 1998. Cindy made us
all proud of her again, in 1996, by
graduating summa cum laude with
a bachelor of science degree in mar
keting from DeSales University.
The ArtsQuest special events
committee, Musikfest, CelticFest,
Christkindlmarkt,
Pennsylvania
Shakespeare Festival – have ben
eﬁted from Cindy's volunteerism for
at least a decade (and two decades
in the case of Musikfest). She also
is greatly involved in the national,
state and local Dental Hygienists
Associations and still ﬁnds the time
to put together alumni reunions for
Northampton's dental hygiene class
of 1974. She and her husband, Frank,
live in Bethlehem. She works full
time as a clinical instructor for Dr.
Randy Heard in Bangor.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
TO NCC AWARD
Fred Curcio ‘90

PROFESSIONAL
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Nick Khoury ‘80

PRESIDENT'S AWARD
Shawn Doyle ‘91

PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Fred Curcio began his career in banking even before he started his college career.
A 1990 Northampton grad, with his degree in banking, Fred had been working his
way through the ranks at Merchants National Bank for years: ﬁrst as bookkeeper,
and then with successively greater responsibilities until ﬁnally Fred assumed the
position of vice president of the bank. After 42 years of service, Fred retired in
2003. Merchants, knowing a savvy banker when they see one, kept their former
VP in the loop. Fred continues to work part-time at the place he called his profes
sional home for so long.
The other place Fred calls home away from home is Northampton Community
College. He was a member of NCC's alumni board from 1993 to 2006, serving on
the executive board and as chair of the fundraising committee. Many alumni events,
including the popular Nite at the Races, Casino Night and others have beneﬁted
from Fred's generosity; either from his outright sponsorship or by his always-to-be
counted-on attendance. Most recently, Fred donated a classroom in the new main
level of College Center.
Fred and his wife, Kathleen, have lived in Bangor for 37 years where he con
tinues to be involved in his local community and church.

Nick Khoury emigrated from his native Lebanon to the United States. Unable
to speak English, he enrolled at Northampton one night a week to strengthen his
command of the language. But being a science-minded guy, Nick also took math and
science courses. After earning an AS in engineering from NCC, Nick transferred to
Lehigh University, where he graduated with a degree in mechanical engineering.
Today, Nick is president of iFire Technology in Toronto. iFire is a research and
technology company employing 50 scientists, engineers and technicians who work
at perfecting its solid state proprietary Thick Dielectric Electroluminescent (TDEL)
technology for various ﬂat panel display applications. Nick was hired in 2005 to lead
the company's transition from research and development to commercialization.
Nick's accomplishments in the professional ﬁeld are many, and quite impres
sive. He currently resides in Atlanta with his wife and children.

Shawn Doyle started cooking when he was knee-high to an oven. It was the time
his mother fell ill and was bedridden for days. Shawn was 7 years old – a hungry 7
year-old – and, after calling his grandmother for her recipe for stuffed peppers, the
boy took the spatula in his own hands, as it were, and the rest is culinary history.
Shawn received his degree from Northampton in 1991. While a student, he
served as president of the Hotel/Restaurant Management Club; and held both vice
president and secretary positions on the board of directors of Phi Theta Kappa's
International Scholastic Society. He has also served as adjunct professor at NCC,
teaching the elements of baking.
Shawn is now executive chef/owner of the Savory Grille in Macungie. Shawn
shares the gourmet-creating duties with his wife, Dorothy; the chef team-in-resi
dence met, appropriately enough, in a high school culinary class. The Savory Grille,
celebrating its 10th anniversary, is a vintage country inn that, until recently, doubled
as home for the couple and their two children, Emily and Liam.
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“Recipes for Success” continued from page 47

HONORARY ALUMNA
Marlene “Linny” Fowler

EDUCATOR’S AWARD
Bill Bearse

Linny Fowler is about as close to being irreplaceable to the Lehigh Valley
as one person can be. For over 30 years, Linny has given her support in her
time and donations to long lists of non-profit organizations; so long that,
if we simply mentioned each one, we would have to add several pages to
this magazine.
As the mother of four children and grandmother to 12, kids and edu
cation are high on Linny’s list of passions. She has beneﬁted Northampton
Community College with her donations to the Fowler Family Southside
Center and early childhood education program. In 1997, she was honored at
Northampton Community College’s Community Fabric Awards ceremony.
Linny's passions for the arts include her involvement with: ArtsQuest,
Musikfest, The Banana Factory, Christkindlmarkt, Zoellner Arts Center, The
State Theatre Center for the Arts, The Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival,
Allentown Symphony, Pennsylvania Youth Theatre, and on – and on.
Linny and her husband, Dr. W. Beall Fowler, retired physics professor of
Lehigh University, live in Bethlehem . Her honorary degrees include an Honor
ary Doctor of Humane Letters from Lehigh University, and an Honorary Doctor
of Humane Letters from DeSales University.

Bill Bearse knows sports. Other than professional ball players, Bill is prob
ably the most sports-minded person you'll meet.
Bill came to work at Northampton Community College in the fall of
1972 as an instructor of physical education and head coach for the Col
lege’s baseball team; the latter from 1972 to 1980. Through 2007, Bill was
NCC’s director of athletics. In addition to that role, however, Bill's College
responsibilities included, director of physical education, director of sport
management, golf coach and bowling coach. He has won the Coach of the
Year Award for Golf in 1992-93, 1996-97 and 2000-01; and the same award
in golf and bowling in 2002-03.
During his tenure, Bill contributed immensely to the success and de
velopment of the College’s sports programs. He taught his players and his
students so much. Along with sport techniques and skills, he has also taught
those priceless qualities and values that speak to and have been instilled in
hundreds upon hundreds of young men and women.
Bill lives in Bethlehem, with his wife, Karen, and their two sons, Billy, a
freshman at NCC, and Kevin, a sophomore at Liberty High School.
(For more on Bill Bearse, turn to page 10 (Hall of Fame) and page 12
(Slam Dunk: The Career of a Coach.) u

continued from page 43

Safety, Health &
Environmental
2000 Jennifer Gutekunst
of Bernville is an environmental specialist at Exelon Power
in Kennett Square.

Secretarial
Science Medical
1980 Annette Warner has
been a business educator for
the East Stroudsburg Area
School District for the past 20
years. She received a bachelor’s degree from Bloomsburg
University and a master’s from
East Stroudsburg University.
Annette and her husband have
three children: Corey, Adam
and Noah. She is involved in

church activities and coordinates a support group for special needs families.

Small Business
2001 Thomas Christian of
Easton is the owner of Now and
Then Books in Allentown.

Theatre
2005 Richard Huse of
Glenside is a security guard at
the Philadelphia Stock Exchange.

Truck Driving
For a full proﬁle of this year’s recipients or nomination information for the 2008 Recipes for Success
Alumni Awards Mixer, visit the NCC’s Alumni Web page at www.northampton.edu/alumni.

48 NCC ● SPRING 2008

1999 Charles R. Warner
and Patricia Miller were married on November 19, 2006 at
the home of Charles’s parents.
Charles is employed with Gary
W. Gray Trucking in Delaware, N.J. The couple lives in
Neola. u

Before We Go

reFLEctiON

WAR&PEACE
The Band of Brothers, a group
of students who have served in
the military or are in ROTC,
has become one of the most
active clubs on campus, bound
by shared experience and a
commitment to support troops
currently stationed at home
and abroad. This fall, the club
presented the College with an
MIA/POW ﬂag that now ﬂies
on the Quad as a reminder of
soldiers still missing after the
Vietnam War. Members also
worked with the Criminal
Justice Club to collect
donations for holiday care

PHOTO BY PHILIP STEIN

packages for soldiers serving
in Iraq.
The wisdom of continued
involvement in Iraq was
debated in the classroom,
the cafeteria and the parking
lots. Disagreements were
respectful. Students listened
attentively as Lehigh Valley
native Michael Hoffman, cofounder of an organization
called Iraq Veterans Against
the War, spoke on campus in
October, and made their own
statement in a banner on the
Quad that challenged national
priorities, proclaiming: “One

day of war in Iraq: 423,529
children with health care.”
And then there were
the boots: 171 pairs arrayed
in rows on the Quad one
sunny fall afternoon. Each
represented a soldier from
Pennsylvania killed in Iraq.
Organized by the American
Friends Service Committee,
the exhibition also included
the shoes of Iraqi civilians
who have lost their lives in the
conﬂict, including toddlers
and teens.
As students somberly
surveyed the scene and the

names of each Pennsylvanian
who perished were read
aloud, the historians in the
crowd might have pondered
the words of two American
patriots: Thomas Jefferson,
who said, “The care of human
life and happiness, and not
their destruction, is the ﬁrst
and only object of good
government,” and Thomas
Paine, who said, “If there
must be trouble, let it be in my
day, that my child may have
peace.” u
Heidi Bright Butler
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