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The NCC presidential candidate stood in front of a room filled with college staff, answering questions about
his leadership style. Just outside the closed conference room door on the Laub Lounge piano, a student
began playing, earnestly but rather bumpily, a classical score.
During the whirlwind two-day tours, each of the three presidential finalist candidates encountered
spontaneous moments like this that revealed their temperaments and tested their reactions. For a few
minutes, this candidate strained to hear the questions and had to raise his voice over the piano music, but
he took it all in stride, showing no irritation at the interruption. After all, the student pushing the limits of
personal performance is part of what defines the essence of the college experience.
Which brings us to the theme of our winter issue, titled “The Show.” Performance, whether it be music,
theatre, broadcast or film, “washes from the soul the dust of everyday life,” as Pablo Picasso said about art. Even
a student performer inadvertently interrupting a would-be college president’s everyday life interview session helps
to wash some dust away so we all can get a little clearer view. Entertainers intrude on the ordinary.
When we set out to include Northampton alumni, students and staff who are in show business — on

Artistic performance “washes from the soul
the dust of everyday life.”
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stage, on camera, behind the scene, making music or any of the other aspects of putting on the show — our
challenge became one of making some hard choices about who to include and who to leave out.
One whom we had to leave out this time was our Oscar Award-winning documentary producer, Roger
Ross Williams. We’ve written much about his accomplishments in previous issues. Like Williams, there are
so many others who can trace their start back to this college and are now making names for themselves on
stage and screen. In this issue, you’ll meet some of them.
There are two veteran NCC faculty members who have launched hundreds of show business careers, and
their names always come up with near-reverent overtones when we talk to their former students who went
on to fame and success. Mario Acerra, head of the College’s radio/TV program, and Norman Roberts, founder
of the theatre program, now retired, have both inspired more performers and broadcasters than anyone can
count. Not all of those we talked to had gone through one of these two programs, but of those who have,
you hear universal acclaim for their former professor mentors.
Finally, as proof that the performing arts are alive and thriving today on the NCC campuses, you need look
no further than the center calendar in this issue. Whether you are a current or former student, staff member
or one of the thousands of friends throughout the area who value and support NCC, you’re invited to come
to “The Show.” We hope to see you soon. ◆
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Caliber of NCC’s Faculty Wins

National Recognition — Again!
For the second
time in three
years, a faculty
member from
NCC was
deemed one of
the most outstanding college
faculty members
in the country.

This year the
honor went to Dr. John K. Leiser,
an associate professor of biology
at NCC’s Monroe Campus.
In 2009 it went to Dr. Vasiliki
Anastasakos, assistant professor
of political science on the
Main Campus.
Both were named Pennsylvania Professor of the Year in a program sponsored by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching and the Council for
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE).
The program “salutes the
most outstanding undergraduate
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The streams and fields of the Poconos become a classroom for students enrolled in Dr. Leiser’s courses.

instructors in the country —
those who excel in teaching and
positively influence the lives and
careers of students.”
Nominees come from private
and public two- and four-year
colleges and universities in all
50 states. They are judged on
“impact on and involvement with
undergraduate students; scholarly

approach to teaching and learning; contribution to undergraduate
education in the institution, community and profession; and support from colleagues and former
undergraduate students.”
Leiser and Anastasakos both
aced the test.
“To have two faculty members
from the same institution named

Professor of the Year in three
years is something of which NCC
can be very proud,” says Pamela
Russell, director of communications for CASE. “Northampton
should be very proud of that.”
Indeed we are!
Readers of the NCC magazine
are familiar with Leiser’s work.
A feature in the fall of 2009

PHOTO BY HUB WILLSON

w
described research he conducted
with students in biology, field
ecology and environmental biology
to determine the effect of invasive
species and residential and commercial development on streams
in the Poconos. The article also
chronicled their involvement in
an international study of survival
rates and population dynamics of
North American land birds, specifically Northern Saw-whet owls.
Speaking about his researchoriented approach to teaching,
Leiser says,“The roots of scientific
inquiry are not new, but science
itself is transitive, ever-plastic,
growing. Pursuing science, educating beyond lectures, beyond
facts and obtuse text, I aim to
provide students with the courage
to experiment, to excel.”
Leiser has embraced service
learning and cross-disciplinary
studies, too, teaming up with
Associate Professor of Sociology
Erin Reilly to involve students in
learning about plant growth, food
production and distribution, and
sustainable agriculture by working
in the fields at an organic farm
in Cherry Valley and preparing
a guide book on the benefits of
community-supported agriculture
for public officials.
“One of the first things a student of Dr. Leiser’s learns is that
you are going to gain more knowledge than any textbook can teach
you,” says Maria K. Rossiello, who
graduated from NCC with degrees
in both biotechnology and biological science.
Faculty members, too, hold
Leiser in high esteem. Dr. Beatriz
Villar, assistant professor of
biology and one of Leiser’s
former mentees, praises his use
of the Pocono environment as a
living laboratory.
The admiration is mutual. “It
is the atmosphere created by all
of you that makes teaching at
NCC a thoroughly enjoyable and
rewarding experience,” Leiser
told his colleagues, hailing them
as “excellent peers.” ◆

A Message from NCC’s Next President
At the end of last semester, NCC trustees unanimously
chose Dr. Mark Erickson, president of Wittenberg
College, to become the next president of NCC. He will take
office on July 1 following President Scott’s retirement.
Erickson is no stranger to Pennsylvania or to
Northampton. He earned his doctorate in educational
leadership at Lehigh University and served in several
key positions there, including dean of students, associate vice president and executive assistant to the president and vice president for administrative and government affairs. As you will see below, he also spent time
at NCC.
We asked him for his thoughts on being named president. Here’s what he had to say:

Honored, humbled and excited.
These are the words that best describe my feelings about being selected as the fourth president of Northampton Community College. My original decision to apply was prompted by my long-standing admiration for the
work of the College, coupled with my lifelong passion for education and community engagement. As some of
you know, my wife, Lin, worked for NCC for nine years in the late ’80s and early ’90s, and through that experience, I developed a deep appreciation for the extraordinary work of the College. Lin loved working at NCC, and
we enjoyed being part of the extended NCC community. As residents of the Lehigh Valley for 22 years, we also
attended numerous NCC events and saw the impact the College had on the community. Finally, I felt a personal
resonance with the values of the College — particularly its commitment to access, its student-centered focus
and its entrepreneurial spirit.
My campus interview only served to amplify my interest in the NCC presidency. Over the course of twoand-a-half days, I experienced the College’s palpable sense of community, affectionately referred to as “The
Northampton Way.” I engaged in lively dialogue with students, staff and faculty; enjoyed a laughter-filled
dinner with the senior leadership team; and even became misty-eyed as I responded to an alumni board question about the most challenging personal experience of my last seven years. As I went through the interview
process, I found myself having fun and feeling drawn to the people, the place and the values that define
the NCC community. I felt at home. I was authentically me, and I felt surrounded by a community that was
equally authentic. It became clear to me that NCC is a place without pretense, grounded in the values of the
community it serves and committed to “making a difference.” For me, the fit with my own passion and values
could not be better.
As I look to the future, I am well aware of the challenges and the opportunities that lie ahead in Northampton and Monroe counties. Please know I am humbled to be selected to lead you through the next exciting
chapter of the NCC journey. I am also honored to be following in Art Scott’s footsteps. He has been an extraordinary leader, and his shoes will be big ones to fill. Over the course of the spring semester, I plan to visit NCC
on several occasions to visit with Art and others to learn as much as I can prior to my arrival in July.
Finally, I plan to do a great deal of listening through the early months of my presidency as I learn more
about the culture and the people. As part of this “listening tour,” I hope to meet with as many NCC alumni and
community leaders as possible. I look forward to getting to know each of you personally, hearing your stories
and soliciting your thoughts and ideas about Northampton and our shared future. I am thrilled to be joining
such an amazing community, and I am energized and inspired by the mission of the college. Northampton Community College is a very special place — a place that truly matters. I can hardly wait to join you! ◆

Detailed information can be found at http://www.northampton.edu/Northampton-NOW/
New-President-Named-at-NCC.htm.
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“Building Dreams and a Bright Future”

breaking

GROUND
You should have been there. Or maybe you were.
In a scene reminiscent of Camelot, a large white tent suddenly appeared in an open field.
The previous day’s monsoons subsided. The sun shone brightly. A large and animated throng gathered for speeches and a sumptuous repast. Laughter
and lively conversation could be heard almost to the mountain in the distance.
The next day the tent and the people were gone. The ground that was ceremoniously broken now lies waiting beneath the frozen earth. When the spring
thaw comes, so will the bulldozers, readying the site for a community college campus to serve the needs of Monroe County.

More than 250 people gathered on Oct. 18 to celebrate the official
groundbreaking for a new campus that will be ready to serve up to
5,000 students when it opens in the spring of 2014. “I have never
seen so many happy smiles,” said President Arthur Scott.
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Children from the Hannig Family Children’s Center share their
vision of what the new campus will look like with Charles Hannig,
a businessman who has championed the need for a full-service
community college in Monroe County for more than 25 years.
Speaking on behalf of the faculty, Assistant Professor of Mathematics Celisa Counterman, a former student at the Monroe Campus, describes how Northampton allowed her to “figure out who
[she] wanted to be.” It is “The Northampton Way,” she said, to
“see the potential in our students, faculty and staff and enable that
to come forth and grow.”
Other community leaders who are helping to bring the new campus to fruition also received pictures created by NCC’s youngest
students. Suzanne McCool, Theresa Merli and Pat and Kevin
Hughes seem to like what they see!

Sanofi Pasteur, represented by Len Lavenda and Ellyn Schindler
(far left) and Erik Rydstrom (second from right), the Weiler Family Foundation, represented by Karl Weiler (third from left) and
Kevin and Pat Hughes (shown with son Brian at far right) were
among the early and generous supporters of the “Building Dreams
and a Bright Future, Our Monroe Campus: Right Time, Right
Place” campaign. So far $4.4 million has been raised toward
the $5 million goal.
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NCC trustees take a turn with the shovels after being praised by
President Scott for “staying the course” despite “some bumps
in the road.”◆

Up-to-date developments about the new Monroe campus can
be found at http://www.northampton.edu/monroe.
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ENGAGEMENT

Changing Lives

holding on to

HOPE
Late last semester, students, faculty and staff gathered to give
thanks to the donors who make Northampton special.

Among the donors thanked for
helping students “hold on to
hope” were new members of
the following giving clubs:
Cornerstone Society: Kevin
and Jan Bannon, Frank ‘89 and Paula
Buchvalt, Robert Foltz ‘06, Becky and
Richard Gorton, Dorothy Herster, Kenneth and Phyllis Niewoehner, Jacob
“Starman” and Phyllis Seip, and Tim
and Mary Van Syckle

Scholarship recipient José Ortiz, above, shares an emotional story of life and near death,
while expressing gratitude and thanks to donors who gave him hope and an
opportunity to live out his dreams.

For José Ortiz
and students like him, donors’
generosity has been life-changing.
Ortiz grew up in public housing. After graduating from high
school, he was able to make a
decent living as a restaurant
manager until the recession
hit. Despite 12 years of experience, he was laid off. Shortly
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thereafter, he almost died from a
diabetic coma.
When he regained consciousness, Ortiz was determined to
rehabilitate his body and his career. He lost weight and enrolled
at NCC, where he has earned an
almost-perfect grade-point average while taking extra classes to
accelerate his progress toward a

criminal justice degree.
Ortiz told donors that the
scholarship he received from NCC
made “the difference between
being able to go to school and
not being able to go to school.” In
a thank you letter, he explained,
“It is not just the money ... It’s the
notion that an underprivileged
person can still hold on to hope.”

Laureate Society: Bob and
Fran Ashman, Charles Chrin Companies, Bill and Karen Landis/TuWay
Communications, Lehigh Valley
Community Foundation, Richard and
Susan E. Master, The Express-Times
and The Morning Call

1967 Society: Caruso Benefits
Group, Inc., William and Peggy Hecht,
Jim and Pauline Kennedy, Bruce ‘77
and Judy Palmer, Rosalin Petrucci
and Southern Wine & Spirits Charitable Foundation

Legacy Society: The Donald B.
and Dorothy L. Stabler Foundation
and Sanofi Pasteur ◆
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The Meaning of Freedom

ENGAGEMENT

NEH GRANT
brings famous visitors
to campus

Delve into “The
Civil War: The Meaning of Freedom.” The yearlong exploration
of this topic continues with a
film series, a book discussion, a
culinary experience, children’s
activities and a visit from Dr. Doris
Kearns Goodwin, the historian
who wrote “Team of Rivals: The
Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln.” The Pulitzer Prize-winning
author will speak in the Spartan
Center at 7 p.m. on April 12. Her
talk will be open to the public and
free of charge. To reserve seats,
go to www.northampton.edu/
specialevents.
Goodwin will follow another
prominent guest. Last semester
Abe Lincoln himself, in the persona of one of the country’s leading
historic reenactors, set the stage
for the opening of a traveling exhibit called “Lincoln: The Constitution and the Civil War.”
In his top hat, watch chain and
slender bow tie, the spare, tall
and personable James Haney, aka
”Mr. Lincoln,” brought the 16th
president to life, fondly recalling
his oft-migrating family’s Pennsylvania roots. His grandfather
was born in Pennsylvania, and his
great-great grandfather, Morde-

chai Lincoln, lived in Birdsboro.
Speaking first to an audience
of schoolchildren, “Abe” invited
them to make comparisons of his
early life with their own: Lincoln
did chores to help his family; did
his listeners pitch in at home, too?
He also recalled lessons he had
learned as a child: a near-drowning
incident taught Lincoln to never
swim without adult supervision,
while a vow to his stepmother
committed him to a lifelong avoidance of tobacco and alcohol.
The children asked “Mr.
Lincoln” some pointed questions:
“How tall are you?” Answer: “Sixfour without my top hat, six-ten
with it on.” “How old are you?”
Answer: “202.”
With both youngsters and
adults, “Mr. Lincoln” voiced his
abhorrence of slavery, which he
said he first encountered as a
young oarsman plying a flatboat
down the Mississippi River to
New Orleans.
“Mr. Lincoln” could only stay
at NCC for a few hours, but the
traveling exhibit was on display
for six weeks. Organized by the
National Constitution Center and
the American Library Association,
it included panels of photographs,
facsimiles and commentary portraying Lincoln’s struggles with
constitutional issues such as
habeas corpus and secession. Like
much of the rest of NCC’s Civil
War programming, the exhibit
was funded by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities. The College was thrilled
to be one of only 200 sites in the
country chosen to host it. ◆

In addition to Goodwin’s talk, the following programs
are open to the public this semester. Except for the
dinner, all are free of charge.
Feb. 11 – Screening of “Glory” at the Monroe Campus,
1 p.m., followed by discussion
Feb. 12 – Screening of “Glory” at the Main Campus,
1 p.m., followed by discussion
Feb. 18-19 – Theatrical concert: “The Civil War,”
presented by NCC music, theatre and dance students,
Main Campus. For times, call 610-861-5524.
Feb. 23 – Speaker: Dr. John T. McCartney, professor of government and law at Lafayette College — “The Meaning
of Freedom, African-Americans in Pennsylvania from
1863-1963,” Main Campus, 11:15 a.m.
March 24 – Screening of “Cold Mountain” at the Monroe
Campus, 1 p.m., followed by discussion
March 25 – Screening of “Cold Mountain” at the Main
Campus, 1 p.m., followed by discussion
March 27 – Book discussion, ”Team of Rivals,”
Main Campus, 11 a.m.
April 27 – White House Dinner, featuring a Civil War-inspired menu and a guest speaker, Main Campus, 6 p.m. Tickets
are $75. For reservations, call 610-861-5088.
May 19 – Speaker for grades K-4: Kay Winters, author of “Abe
Lincoln: The Boy Who Loved Books,” Fowler Family Southside Center, 10 a.m.

For event details and the latest information, visit
www.northampton.edu/calendar.
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behind the

CURTAIN
When the curtain goes up,
all the elements of theatre are
there: A set full of props and
scenery. Lights. Music.
Costumed actors telling a
story. It all appears seamless,
perhaps even effortless. But in
reality, a theatrical production
at Northampton Community
College is the result of hours
and hours — actually months
— of work on the part of a
large cast.
Story By Cynthia Tintorri
Photography By Adam Atkinson
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“sound, check”

Blake Stevens, sound engineer
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“wardrobe, check”
Tom Kim, ensemble cast member

Early in the summer, ideas are vetted and decisions are made. Jaye Beetem
and Bill Mutimer, associate and assistant professors of communication/theatre,
respectively, meet to determine what selections they will bring to the NCC
stage for the coming academic year. “We base our decision on who will be
available and what’s best for the students we have in the program,” Mutimer
says. “We want to make sure the students are exposed to different kinds of
shows and writers while they’re here, and different genres — dramas, comedies or farces, and so on.”
Contracts are signed and scripts are ordered. All the elements of a production must be determined. For a recent production of “Chess: The Musical,”
performed in October, Beetem and Mutimer met in August for discussions about
music, sets, props, lights, costumes and vocal training.
Next comes staffing the production. “We pick stage managers from our tech
program,” Beetem explains. In addition to accounting responsibilities, Beetem
handles the technical aspects of production — props, scenery, lighting — often
with the help of students in her stagecraft class. Finding just the right props is
an ongoing process that can take Beetem from antique stores to Ikea to eBay.
When school starts in August, auditions begin. “Anyone in the school can
try out, not just theatre students,” Mutimer explains. For “Chess,” 70 people
auditioned for eight principal roles and a chorus/ensemble of 12.
The next steps are to cast the show and rehearse. The time commitment can
be overwhelming, as any student-actor will attest. Theatre major Jonathan Shehab, who played Nickolai in “Chess,” says,“It’s really hard to balance rehearsals
that run late into the night with school work. But it’s your drive for your craft that
keeps you going as an actor.”

Fellow theatre major, and Svetlana in “Chess,” Melissa McKenna concurs.
“It’s draining — but worth it in the end.”
For “Chess,” the actors had six days of rehearsals a week — two days of
vocal instruction with Rosemary Haber, adjunct music instructor and director of
the NCC Community Chorus, and four days with director Mutimer.
“We play improv games to teach them to be spontaneous, to think on their
feet. That prepares them if something goes wrong during a performance. I work to
help them focus and center themselves before rehearsals. They have a lot to deal
with — work, school, family. I try to get them to leave it outside,” Mutimer says.
Mutimer often employs the techniques of Sanford Meisner with his actors.
“They need to understand the relationship of their character with all the other
characters. How do you feel about that other character? Why does your character act this way? They need to form some backstory. That’s where the improv
and games come in, as well as table work. We all sit at a table and read the
script and talk about relationships between the characters. Why does your character say that? That’s what people pay to see — those relationships.
“I try to make the actors understand that we’re storytellers — getting through
their heads that you may be feeling all these beautiful things, but if you don’t get
the story out, if the audience doesn’t feel it, too, you’re not doing it right.”
Next up is blocking the show — the process of planning where, when and
how actors will move about the stage during a performance. “It’s very different
to mount a production in Lipkin Theatre than in the Norman Roberts Lab Theatre,” Mutimer explains. “Lipkin is a 3/4 thrust stage, which means it extends
into the audience on three sides. When we block for Lipkin, we have to make
sure that the audience has something to look at no matter where they’re sitting.
NCC WINTER 2012 11

“makeup, check”

Chess cast members Eliana Spazani-Longacre (L) and
Andrea Cameline (R) style their hair for the show.

“We have to get the actors used to having some of the audience looking
at their backs some of the time. They also have to play big because it’s a big
space. If they did that in the Lab Theatre, it would be too much. That’s part
of acting, learning to navigate through different spaces.”
Having just the right costume can inform the actor’s work as much as
learning the lines. General studies major Julian Castillo wasn’t sure how
he would portray the emotionless androgyny of his “Chess” character, the
Arbiter, until he put on the costume. “It really made me get into character.
Suddenly I was mysterious and a little creepy.”
Freelance costumer Polly Kendrick discusses the director’s vision for the
production and then does research and makes sketches. In addition to using
a theatrical supplier, she often haunts thrift stores looking for just the right
item. For “Chess,” which is set in the 1980s, that meant “lots and lots of
shoulder pads!” she laughs.
About two weeks before the show is set to open, tech rehearsals start.
“We have a ‘tech weekend’ — all of the crew participates, all the lighting, props and staging are set, and everything comes together,” Beetem says.
Dress rehearsals, held the last three days before the show opens, are
“where we work out the bugs,” Mutimer says.
And then comes the moment everyone has been waiting for: opening
night. “It’s crazy,” Beetem says, shaking her head. “Lots of last-minute details and finishing up. We try to open without wet paint.”
Beetem likens mounting a theatrical production to hosting a big Thanksgiving dinner. “You have a lot of relatives with very different relationships.
They all bring something to the table, and hopefully, by the time it gets there,
it’s still hot.” ◆
12 NCC WINTER 2012
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“props, check

Michaela Meehan, set painter
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“lights, check”

Bill Shafer, light board operator
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NCC students perform a scene
from “Metamorphoses.”
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Stage & Screen
Northampton graduates
who work in film and
theatre have credits that
are as varied as the scripts
they bring to life: awardwinning plays, big-budget
animated movies, lowbudget horror films, real
and unreal reality TV
shows. They’ve had their
fair share of celebrity
encounters, whether it’s
photographing Hugh
Hefner’s ex-girlfriend or
sharing a bucket of chicken
with Stephen King.
By Geoff Gehman
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Chris Fluck ’99
NCC degrees: associate in fine arts, specialized diploma
in welding
Other degree: B.A. arts, Temple University
Credits: lead roles in Philadelphia productions of plays
by Sam Shepherd and Lanford Wilson
Factoid: used money from a student-actor award to pay
for training as a yoga instructor

C

hris Fluck was a 29-year-old welder in his second stint at NCC
when he took the course that changed his course. He enrolled
in Acting 1 because he heard it could be an excellent outlet for
his “pretty animated” personality. After completing the class,
which included his first role in a play, he began casting himself as an actor
with a conscience.
Fluck’s main mentor was Norman Roberts, professor emeritus of theatre
and a visionary missionary. Fluck quickly adopted Roberts’ unusual production methods, which combined canned goods for admission and classic plays
adapted to address contemporary issues. In 1999 he performed in a “Romeo
and Juliet” tied to the killing of 12 students and one teacher by two seniors at
a high school in Columbine, Colo. He played the tragically hot-headed Capulet
as “a pretty bad dude.”
“Norman not only helped me explore sides of my personality, he opened
up my mind,” says Fluck, whose second time at NCC followed 10 years of
welding jobs at cement plants and an amusement park. “He taught me that
theatre is a mirror: Let’s hold it up and see what we can see, then maybe we
can understand the human condition better and heal our wounds. He turned
me into a really different person.”
Roberts helped Fluck become different people on stage by challenging him
to make nasty characters less nasty, to find a streak of sympathy for spectators and himself. Fluck has challenged himself by playing a long lineup of damaged, dangerous people, including an alcoholic in love with his niece in “How I
Learned to Drive,” Paula Vogel’s Pulitzer Prize-winning drama. “You’re trying to
understand the character from the character’s perspective, even if that character is pretty reprehensible,” says Fluck. “You can’t worry about what the audience thinks. Basically, you just have to get out of your way and let it rip.”
Fluck is taking a break from theatre to help his wife raise their first child,
Evan Hannah, born in August. When he returns to the stage, he plans to seek
healthier roles. “I want to see where my own age takes me, how I can transform myself,” says Fluck, who supports his family by teaching yoga. “I’m not
an actor unhappy with being my normal, regular self.”
Fluck was especially happy directing a 2002 NCC production of “The
Rover,” a 17th-century satire. The assignment allowed him to thank Roberts;
it also gave him a unique, calling-card credit. “I’m probably the only human
being who built a 200-foot-high roller coaster,” he says, “and directed an
English restoration comedy.”

16 NCC WINTER 2012

Erwin performing in “Zoo Story”

Will Windsor Erwin ’02
NCC degree: theatre
Other degrees: B.A. English and theatre, Temple University; M.A. theater, Villanova University
Credits: lead roles in Philadelphia productions of Nicky
Silver’s “The Eros Trilogy” and Caryl Churchill’s “Drunk
Enough to Say ‘I Love You’”; former director of young actors
workshop at Montgomery Theater in Souderton, Pa.
Factoid: believes that bartending, which he did for
nearly nine years, is a form of performance art

W

ill Erwin could be Fluck’s younger theatrical twin. He,
too, spent one-and-a-half years at NCC in a non-arts
program — in his case, land surveying. He, too, began
considering acting as a career after taking a first-year
arts elective — in his case, Introduction to Theatre. And he, too, performed
in Norman Roberts’ contemporized classics — in his case, the title role in a
2001 “Oedipus Rex” linked to the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Erwin even appeared
in the Fluck-directed “The Rover”; in fact, he uses a monologue from that play
for auditions.
Erwin and Fluck treated NCC as a laboratory for theatrical ethics. Both
actors tested Roberts’ practical, magical sayings: “Don’t think about it — just
do it. Without theatre, we’re nothing but robots.” “We were like newborn
baby actors,” says Erwin. “The only thing we knew about acting is what we
saw on TV or in the occasional Broadway show. Norman helped us develop
a firm psychology, a sense of company. He was my go-to guy; through him, I
found a community — at a community college.”
Like Fluck, Erwin specializes in wounded characters. During a 25-minute
monologue in Nicky Silver’s “The Eros Trilogy,” presented in September at
the Philadelphia Fringe and Live Arts Festival, he played a tortured man — a
murderous stalker mourning the death of a partner from AIDS — who confesses he can’t imagine loving a human because he can’t imagine being a
human. “That’s a frightening pathology,” says Erwin. “There’s heartbreaking
rage there. I was so emotionally raw; the tears I cried were real.”
Not all of Erwin’s roles are pained or painful. He played Pawnee Bill in
the musical “Annie Get Your Gun,” and he created original plays with young
actors at Montgomery Theater. “Working with kids reminded me to step back
and breathe and use my imagination again — to just play,” says Erwin, a male
nanny, or “manny,” for two children four days a week in Manhattan. “I learned
I had to relax my perfectionism. Mediocrity is still not acceptable, but doing
the best that you can is.”
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Joel Ivory ’03
NCC degree: general studies
Other degree: B.A. film and editing, Full Sail University
Credits: camera operator for the Philadelphia 76ers and
Flyers and State Theatre’s Freddy Awards program; director
of photography for BMX documentary film “Accelerate”
Factoid: shoots pharmaceutical videos for a production
company owned by his NCC mentor, Mario Acerra,
professor of communication/theatre

L

ike Erwin and Fluck,
Joel Ivory entered
NCC with a completely different game
plan. He was hellbent on competing
as an extreme bicycle racer until
he suffered his fifth and sixth concussions. His BMX dream basically
died when a doctor told him another
concussion within a year could blind
him, or worse.
Ivory switched gears without
grinding. Already accustomed to
videotaping BMX races, he moved
easily into his NCC training as a
camera operator. Today, his natural
knowledge of creative, lightningquick moves comes in handy when
he’s shooting pro basketball and pro
hockey. “If you’re not anticipating what you’re going to do next with the bike,
you’re going to crash,” he says. “If you’re not anticipating what’s next with
the camera, you’re going to miss the shot and the action.”
Ivory’s past meets his present in “Accelerate,” a BMX documentary film. He’s
the director of photography, an investor and a friend of the director, one of his
former racing mates. It’s an old-school job, with one notable exception. “When I
was riding BMX,” says Ivory, “I didn’t have a director screaming in my ear.”
Actually, Ivory’s favorite subject is relatively slow: the Freddys, the State
Theatre’s annual awards program for high school musicals. He loves shooting
remarkably talented, remarkably passionate youngsters who openly root for
their rivals. “So much of what we do in TV is fake,” says Ivory. “What these
kids do is about as pure as possible. Whether it’s tears of joy or tears of loss,
their emotion is really real.”

Marc Fisher ’94
NCC degree: radio/TV
Credits: editor of 2003 documentary film “The World of
Native American Dance”; digital editor for director’s cuts
of Warner Bros. films (“Superman II”); color corrector
and finishing editor for reality TV series (“Ax Men”)
Current job: finishing editor, DreamWorks Animation
Factoid: edited a digital restoration of the 1980 film
“Cruising,” criticized for its melodramatic depiction of
an undercover cop (Al Pacino) tracking a serial killer of
gay men

M

arc Fisher rides a motorcycle to his job at DreamWorks
Animation, a branch of a feature film company co-founded by movie mogul Steven Spielberg. Using sophisticated software, he assembles and balances standard
and special effects — editor’s footage, colors, lighting shots — for “Puss in
Boots 3-D,” “Madagascar 3” and other box office bonanzas. The former Army
Reservist is basically a Checkpoint Charlie for “screeners,” rough cuts of films
previewed for test audiences.
It was at NCC that Fisher fell under the spell of cutting, coordinating and
choreographing with cutting-edge editing equipment. His intimate knowledge
of nonlinear systems empowered him to answer a 2000 ad to edit a film about
Native American dances — even though he had never cut a feature-length
movie and knew nothing about the Indian Wheel and Crow Hop. He was hired
largely because he knew how to operate a new editing system that the filmmakers didn’t know how to operate. He figured it out in two hours that day.
Fisher’s long hours at DreamWorks are cushioned by such spa-like amenities as free lunches and an on-site doctor’s office. He receives other perks as
a freelance color corrector, or colorist, for such documentaries as “New York
Says Thank You,” a 2011 portrait of New Yorkers rebuilding communities that
helped rebuild Manhattan after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. “I get to be more
involved, more creative,” says Fisher, “as opposed to tracing.”
One of Fisher’s most memorable assignments was editing “Alexander Revisited: The Final Cut,” a DVD of Oliver Stone’s epic about Alexander the Great.
One night after work, he and Stone strolled the Warner Bros. lot, taking a shortcut through a live set for the TV series “CSI: Crime Scene Investigation.”
“Here I am, Mr. Nowhere from Bethlehem, and I’m following Oliver Stone
like a puppy as he pretty much parts the Red Sea,” says Fisher with a laugh.
“I tell you, that was cool, man.”
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Jim Busfield ’95
NCC degree: radio/TV
Other degree: B.S. editing and film, Ithaca College
Credits: co-producer of “Frankenfish,” 2004 sci-fi horror
film about genetically engineered killer Chinese snakeheads; producer of 2010 video spoof of “The 41-YearOld Virgin Who Knocked Up Sarah Marshall and Felt
Superbad About It”
Current job: producer, Silver Nitrate Pictures
Factoid: decided to make “The 41-Year-Old Virgin…”
after seeing a DVD trailer, then asked the DVD director
to write a script

J

im Busfield runs an independent film company with a tiny staff
and huge ambitions, which means he’s a professional juggler. In
March, for example, he shuttled between the sets of two movies:
“Bad Ass,” an action thriller about a wronged Vietnam vet, and
“Small Apartments,” a black comedy about a hermit who accidently kills his
landlord. Three weeks later, he left Los Angeles for Oklahoma, where he began
supervising a family film about a girl who joins a rodeo to find her father.
“Kids and horses: boy, we should have done that one first,” says Busfield
with a laugh. “But that’s the way of the world of independent films. When you
have an actor you need, you better put it into high gear and make it happen.”
NCC introduced Busfield to guerrilla media. He improved his reflexes while
making five-minute movies with people from many backgrounds. An internship
with a pop music radio station sharpened his conversational skills — talking to
all types being an essential skill for any producer. He also discovered he was
much, much better at producing than screenwriting, a revelation that has saved
him from much heartache and heartbreak.
In 2000 Busfield joined Silver Nitrate Pictures as a receptionist. Over a decade, his roles have expanded as the company has changed from a movie developer with 40 full-time employees to a movie developer-maker with two staffers.
During this time, he’s done everything from monitor post-production music to
schlep props between sets.
Producing smaller-budget independent films can be restricting. To attract
stars, shoots have to be scheduled around their schedules. Then again, smallerbudget independent filmmaking can be incredibly liberating. Busfield, for example, was able to turn a script by an Ithaca College friend into “Dead Birds,”
a 2004 horror film about Northern soldiers during the Civil War attacked by a
haunted Southern mansion. “I couldn’t have done that with a $50 million movie,” he says. “If I worked on big-budget films for a studio, I’d still be a production
assistant. With smaller-budget movies, I can show my talents.
“You just do what you need to do to make a movie,” adds Busfield. “We’re
in business to make money, but we also make movies we like to make. We do
things with our friends; it’s almost like a family business. We call in favors, and
we grant wishes. Who knows? We might start your career.”

Scott Krycia ’95 and
Sean Tiedeman ’95
NCC degrees: radio/TV
Credits: camera operators for 2004 cable TV documentary “100 Scariest Movie Moments”; associate producers
of 2008 film “Eavesdrop”; director-producers of “Hell’s
Half Acre,” 2006 direct-to-video horror film
Current job: owners, [K] Studios in Allentown, producer
of graphics, photographs and interviews for feature films
and Web videos
Factoid: the “K” in [K] Studios refers to Krycia’s nickname in a volunteer fire company; Tiedeman records
novelty songs under the alias Irish Elvis

S

cott Krycia and Sean Tiedeman run a one-stop pop shop. At
any given time, they could be shooting a TV commercial for an
Easton-based maker of Major League Baseball uniforms, creating motion graphics for a documentary about a gentlemanly
gangster or recording an interview with actor Antonio Banderas for Pedro Almodavar’s new film “The Skin I Live In.”
“The phone rings, and you never know what you’ll be doing,” says Tiedeman,
a coordinator of stories and soundtracks. “That’s what makes it fun.”
“We like being jacks-of-all-trades,” says Krycia, a videographer and photographer. “We’re very much like Swiss Army knives.”
The [K] Studios partners share the values of their NCC mentor, Mario Acerra, professor of communication/theatre and the college’s main media man. He
told them to criticize fairly, work overtime and build connections. In 2004 they
parlayed a friendship with the editor of a horror film magazine into shooting
interviews for “100 Scariest Movie Moments,” a five-hour documentary for the
Bravo cable TV channel. George Romero, director of the horror film “Dawn of
the Dead,” treated them to magic tricks. Horror novelist Stephen “Salem’s Lot”
King treated them to chicken from a bucket.
Krycia and Tiedeman make nonhorror movies, too. They served as associate
producers of “Eavesdrop,” which revolves around several conversations in a
New York bistro and stars veteran TV stars Wendie Malick and Chris Parnell.
The ensemble comedy-drama was produced by Chris Fetchko, former manager
of the Badlees, once an extremely popular Pennsylvania rock band and one of
[K] Studios’ first major clients.
“That’s the exciting thing about indie films,” says Tiedeman. “You get to do
so much.” ◆

Geoff Gehman is a former arts writer for The Morning Call in
Allentown, Pa.
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Scott Krycia (left on camera) and Sean
Tiedeman (right) shoot a network television
commercial for Majestic Athletic, the official
on-field uniform of Major League Baseball.

NCC’s longstanding radio/TV program has been responsible for launching hundreds of broadcast careers. Taking the multi-skill sets they’ve
developed at NCC along with them, hundreds of NCC radio/TV graduates are doing what they love — working in local and national broadcast positions throughout the country.

T

hey share a love of broadcasting, and they voice a common admiration for the start they got at NCC. Radio/TV program Professor Mario Acerra “was ahead of his time, and we were learning
things before the stations even did,” recalls Nassau Broadcasting Sales Manager Michael Anthony Lotito ‘91 (WODE 99.9 The Hawk). “We did
some very creative radio stuff. It was crazy, but it was a lot of fun. He made sure
we were prepared as far as production goes,” Lotito says.
NCC graduates working in TV likewise say their preparation here was a
great setup for their professional experience. Laura Cummings ’08 produces a
live children’s TV show, “Sunny Side Up.” “It’s a lot of responsibility,” says Cummings, who works in Philadelphia’s Comcast Building. “The job requires high
energy, being on top of things.”
Cummings previously worked as a crew member on MTV’s reality show
“Teen Mom 2,” filmed partly at NCC. “It felt emotional and ironic to be back on
campus, filming,” she says. In her role transcribing the leads’ comments, she
got to see how reality TV really works. “People put in long hours, and there is a
lot of waiting,” she says. While not exactly scripted, she says, the participants
follow suggestions made by the director.
Another familiar face to TV viewers, Frank Pacheco ’00 has “thrown” a
grand piano on “Moving Men,” starred in a commercial for the Fox Sports Network and upset the apple cart on episodes of the Showtime series “Shameless,” starring William H. Macy. The 6'4" actor typically portrays “big, goofy,
eccentric guys who cause problems for other characters and then disappear.”
He has racked up credits on Disney Channel’s “Wizards of Waverly Place” and
regularly does pilots for new shows.
While many NCC grads head directly for the workplace, others continue their
formal education first. Andrew Thom ’86 attended a cartooning trade school in New
Jersey, followed by a long and successful career in television animation. He has directed more than 100 episodes of shows, ranging from “Jumanji,” “Extreme Ghostbusters” and “Godzilla” to “Jackie Chan Adventures” and others. In 2002, he won a
Humanitas Award for directorial work on HBO’s “Harold and the Purple Crayon” and
an Emmy nomination as supervising director on Disney’s “Little Einsteins.”
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Radio/TV program Professor Mario Acerra

Creativity is a theme running through the radio/TV career interviewees’ comments. “Radio is like an art … a performance art of sound. You have to visualize
it in your mind,” says Greg Stocker ’04, producer/sidekick for the nationally syndicated Michael Smerconish Radio Show (WPHT The Big Talker). “The elements not
only have to sound good, but you have to create a picture for somebody.”
“Radio is much more than just doing a show,” echoes Cumulus Media on-air
morning show host Sam Malone ‘94 (WCTO 96.1 Cat Country). “You have to do
the show prep, and you can’t just do it … you have to learn it. Even with the
change to digital, you’re not going to just sit there and talk.”
Vanessa Piraino ’04 has a different perspective working behind the scenes
at sporting events, including the World Series. An account manager for New
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Century Productions, a mobile production trucking company, she hires freelance
production crews to shoot material for use by ESPN and Fox. Clients include
the New England Sports Network, which covers Boston Red Sox and Bruins
at-home and away games, and the CBS Sports Network.
After graduating from NCC, Emanuel Zervos ’06 earned a bachelor’s degree
in electronic media from Kutztown University. Starting out as an intern, he has
advanced to assistant producer and now works in New York City as associate
producer on VH1’s “Top 20,” a video countdown. In addition to interviewing
musicians, Zervos finds stories, prepares interview questions, writes the show
and keeps track of the program’s timing. Zervos says he learned at NCC how to
make productions look professional and to pay attention to details to achieve
polished results.
Clear Channel Allentown’s director of operations, Craig Stevens says he
started a part-time job in radio the same month he started at NCC. “I didn’t have
to ask as many questions. I got a better understanding in class. When I started
working at the radio station (WAEB), I was halfway there already.”
With the online/social aspect driving consumer attention and radio going
through an evolution of its own, the blueprint for radio remaining relevant goes
back to what is learned in the classroom: Radio provides a sense of community,
a place you can turn to for a familiar voice and a place for topical conversation.
A career in radio can be hard work, but also fun.
“The change to digital made radio quicker and easier, and the pace of doing
a morning show is unbelievable. You look at the Internet and Facebook, all this
technology we didn’t have before, and this is what students are learning now,”
says CAT Country’s Malone, whose favorite component of the job is being on
the air. “My advice to students now is, there’s a lot to learn and you have to
work hard at it. You’re not going to come in here and be a program director or a
morning guy right away. It took me quite some time.”
“Many people feel that in order to land that dream job, you need to go to
a ‘well-known’ school and pay exorbitant tuition rates.” Andrea Patterson ’01
says she is “living proof that you don’t.”
Patterson’s career has taken her from “Good Morning America“ and “20/20”
to “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire” and more. She has worked with Diane
Sawyer, Barbara Walters, Regis Philbin, John Stossel and other luminaries, cooperating closely with them as their production assistant.
Now Patterson, who started her education at NCC and earned her bachelor’s
degree at Rutgers University, is applying what she learned about television to
international meeting and event planning for Shionogi, Inc., traveling the world
for this major pharmaceutical company.
WODE The Hawk’s Lotito also values having broad experience. “Having
done everything in the business, from on-air to writing to producing commercials, helps me with clients and helps my sales team,” says Lotito. “The Lehigh
Valley is a good market, and I get to go out and interact with people. It’s different from being part of the creative side, but it all goes back to when my
contribution to radio was listening to it.”
CBS Radio’s Stocker says his advice to students interested in the business
is to “take the internship [required for the program] … get involved in every
aspect — sales, promotions, productions and on-air. If you start out with one
job, it could open the door to something else. I’m living proof that if people
find something that they really want to do, they can be successful. I credit a
lot of that to NCC. They helped me focus my attention on radio. They helped
me get the internship, they helped me get the degree, and they helped me
build a career.” ◆

By Myra Saturen and Shannon Sigafoos

TV/VIDEO

Biz Whizzes
A Man of Many Talents
Rob Brotzman ’99 has set the scene at all but five of the
Major League Baseball playing fields as a video engineer for the
MLB Network. In this role, he ensures that recording equipment is
maintained and updated. During a career encompassing stints with
Blue Ridge Cable TV, Service Electric Cable TV and Clark Media, he
has also gone on tour with the band Phish and Bruce Springsteen,
operating video screens at their concerts. He has won two Emmy
nominations for his technical work.

Funny, Yummy and Zany
Rich Woolf Jr. ’11 has his own show, created in cooperation with two friends, Nick Kessler and Brian Fulmer, on Service
Electric Cable TV and on the Web. “The Steel” offers a live and
lively platform for local bars, restaurants and bands. “We pitched
our idea to Service Electric, and they loved it,” Woolf says. In
“Woolfie’s One-Minute Twist,” Woolf does whimsical takes on food
or music in 60 seconds. In one segment, he made jalapeño poppers
with bacon, and in another, he whipped up a beverage called “The
Woolfie.”

MTV Hit Gig
Michael Strohl ’11 landed a job as production assistant on
“Teen Mom 2,” season three. He transcribed dialogue and activity
in scenes as they were recorded live. His notes and digital videotapes helped create the finished product that will be aired.
“Classes at NCC gave me the education and background I
needed to be successful,” he says. “The hands-on training with
the latest state-of-the-art video and computer equipment made the
transition to the workplace easy.”

Emmy Nominee
The recipient of two Emmy nominations, Karen Trionfo
’03 created “Neighborhood Chef,” a combination cooking/travel show. Her Nazareth episode featured racing car legend Mario Andretti, including a video tour of his palatial home and wine
cellar, scenes of the historic town and chef Giuliano Liberatore
preparing the Andretti family’s favorite dish, gnocchi. In addition
to an earlier “Neighborhood Chef” show in Bethlehem, Trionfo
produces corporate videos for clients all over the Lehigh Valley,
including commercials, marketing, orientation and documentarystyle pieces.
Trionfo, who owns Karen Trionfo Productions, values the scope
of her education at NCC. “You have the opportunity to work on
many films,” she says. “You write scripts, shoot film, choose music,
edit, do all aspects of production.” ◆
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The Art of the Dance
Northampton dance students perform in Lipkin Theatre.

NCC’s dance program is growing by leaps and bounds, a few pirouettes,
a couple of jazz hands and a dozen or so zombies.
While many people have been kicking up their heels for years in community
education dance classes, it wasn’t until fall of 2007 that credit dance courses
were first offered at Northampton Community College.
“By the spring of 2008, the dance program had grown so much that students
wanted to start a club,” Tabatha Robinson-Scott, adjunct faculty of dance, says.
“Acta Non Verba (ANV) was formed over the summer. It became the foothold
that started other things that are still happening today.”
Those things include the annual Halloween rendition of Michael Jackson’s
“Thriller,” when dance club members dressed as zombies descend on the Quad
to the surprise of onlookers. Dance concerts, many of which have sold out, have
been held every semester since the formation of the club.
“Acta Non Verba” is Latin for “Action Not Words,” and action is important to Robinson-Scott, who holds a master’s degree in dance education from
Temple University.
“I want all of my students to do as much as they possibly can,” she says. “I
get so much pleasure watching them progress as dancers and artists.”
Robinson-Scott is always looking for ways to challenge students in her
classes, which include modern dance, jazz, improvisation and ballet. “I take
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them outside, I blindfold them. Anything to expand their horizons and get their
concept as to what they think dance is to be broader.”
Thankfully, the ruthless, cut-throat world of professional dance portrayed in
the movie “Black Swan” couldn’t be further from the happy family that has been
forged in NCC’s dance program.
“The students are not competitive with each other, but supportive,” Robinson-Scott says proudly.
Her students agree.
“If I’m not in a piece, I help out with costumes. We’re like a crazy, big, happy
family,” Brianne Shamburger, a general studies major and president of ANV, says.
“Brianne and I went to see ‘Black Swan’ when we were taking a ballet
class,” Katie Schutts, a nursing graduate, adds. “We were dancing in the parking lot together afterwards!”
Although Shamburger and Schutts share a passion for dance, different reasons brought them to NCC.
“Registered nursing was a difficult program to get into, so at first all I was
focused on was doing well in my classes. I did not take any dance classes the
first year,” confides Schutts. “I love to dance. I have taken dance classes before.
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Yes, it’s a stress reliever, but if that is all it was to me, I could just go to the gym.
It’s a passion, in addition to nursing. The second year here, I decided it was time
to progress with my dancing.”
Shamburger had never taken a dance class before coming to NCC. After
studying at a different college for a career that turned out to be unfulfilling, she
views her time here as a chance to try new things.
“I’ve always been active in theatre. Dance was the missing piece,” says
Shamburger. “I thought I was too old to learn. But I decided to take a class
here and see how it goes. I focused on the constructive criticism I received to
improve. I am more confident now, in dance, in theatre, in general.”
While building NCC’s dance program, Robinson-Scott strove to make the
dance courses meet transfer requirements for four-year schools. Students who
have taken dance here are now dance majors at colleges and universities such
as Cedar Crest, DeSales, Eastern, East Stroudsburg, Marywood, Rutgers and
Temple. Some have even received scholarships.
“I give a lot of credit to the support of the deans. They are always asking,
‘What is working? What isn’t working? What do we need to change?’ I was
given the room and support to figure things out as the program grew,” she says.
“And Jaye (Beetem, associate professor of theatre) has been absolutely amazing and supportive of us. I love working here.”
As for Shamburger and Schutts, both plan to keep dance as a part of their lives.
Shamburger’s dream is to one day be involved in musical theatre on Broadway.
Schutts, who passed her registered nursing exams this past fall, is dancing
professionally with Monarch Dance Company, of which Robinson-Scott is the
artistic director and founder.
“Some students, like Katie, move on to Monarch. Although it originated out
of Philadelphia, Monarch’s home is now NCC. We rehearse and put on concerts
here, as well as special programming for students,” Robinson-Scott says. “I’ve
had professional dancers watch Katie dance with Monarch and ask, ‘What are
you doing at NCC to turn out kids like that?’”
It’s no surprise to Robinson-Scott. “I’ve seen my students do amazing things.
We are very competitive compared with other college dance programs. I can say
that with confidence.” ◆

By Katherine Noll

dancing for
the greater good
OPENING A DANCE STUDIO IN AN
IMPOVERISHED AREA BECAME THIS
GRAD’S MISSION.

W

hen thinking of “Bloody” Harlan County, Ky.,
the first thing that comes to mind is not its
dance scene. Historically, the county received the epithet “bloody” when miners
went on strike in the 1930s, which led to rioting and deaths. Currently Appalachian poverty has become synonymous with the
area, as depicted in a documentary by Diane Sawyer.
When Heather Howard Adams ’00 first went to Kentucky to
study, returning to a place where her father’s family was from,
her plan was to eventually go back home. Instead she fell in love
with the area, even though she soon learned for herself what it
was like to live at the poverty level.
“I made more in Pennsylvania as a waitress than I did in my
first year as a teacher here,” she reveals. “My husband is also a
teacher. When I had my daughter and did not work, even though
my husband did, we qualified for WIC and food stamps, although
we didn’t take the food stamps. But I saw the great need here and
wanted to stay.”
One of the needs that struck a chord with Adams was the fact
that dance classes were essentially unavailable in the area.
“There is poverty everywhere you look here,” she says. “And
the only program offered cost $400.”
Adams, who graduated from NCC with a media arts degree
(now radio/TV), had taken dance classes most of her life. At
Union College in Kentucky, she earned her master’s degree in
education. Six years ago, Adams used her tax return to open the
Heather Adams Academy of Dance, a studio that offers affordable dance classes for children, teens and adults.
“I view it as missionary work,” she says. “For every 10 paying
students, a child comes for free. Many children here are raised
in generational poverty, with parents who have drug problems or
are incarcerated. There are grandparents trying to raise children
on a fixed income. These are the students who benefit from our
scholarships.”
When the dance academy first opened, Adams had 30 students. Now the studio serves 100 students, and there is a waiting
list. She works as a full-time high school teacher during the day
and runs the studio in the evenings. The dance academy is so
busy that Adams has had to hire help.
“We had to give up some things by living here,” she says. “But
the arts should not only be for the upper echelon of society; arts
should be for everyone.” ◆
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Directed by William G. Mutimer
Like to laugh? Don’t miss this contemporary comedy involving a seductive
and harrowing array of ghosts. Performances at 7:30 p.m. on April 12-14,
16 and 3 p.m. on April 15 in Norman R.
Roberts Lab Theatre. Limited seating.
Admission is free with a donation of
nonperishable food items or scholarship
monies. Reservations suggested; call
610-861-5524.

April 12-16
“Fortinbras,”
by Lee Blessing

Directed by George B. Miller
Suspense prevails when a young
woman in 19th-century clothing is found
floating on an iceberg in the North
Atlantic in the last decade of the 20th
century. When rescued, she says only
one word: “Titanic.” Performances at
7:30 p.m. on March 8-10 and 11 a.m. on
March 8 in Lipkin Theatre.
Admission is free with a donation of
nonperishable food items or scholarship
monies. Reservations suggested; call
610-861-5524.

March 8-10
“Scotland Road
Convergence of It All,”
by Jeffrey Hatcher

Theatre

Ranked as YouTube’s No. 1 poet, Taylor
Mali’s goal is to recruit 1,000 new teachers
through “poetry, persuasion and perseverance.” His readings, at 3:30 p.m. on April 2 on
the Monroe Campus and at 11 a.m. on April 3 in
Lipkin Theatre, will be followed by Q&As and
book and CD signings.

April 2, 3
Len Roberts Poetry Day

Students will share their talents in music,
dance and spoken word at 6:30 p.m. in the
Student Life Zone on the Main Campus. $3
students and staff; $5 general admission.

March 30:
Open Floor/Open Mic
Performance

Hear vocal and guitar duo Richie Angelucci
and Ryan Valotta perform popular cover tunes
and genre classics. 5-9 p.m., Community
Room, Monroe Campus.

March 28:
Dèjá Brew Coffee House

Music, Dance
& Poetry

Feb. 23, April 3 and 10, Room 146,
College Center, 11 a.m.
March 8, Room 190, College Center,
11 a.m.

Main Campus
■ Feb. 23: “The Bro Code: How Contemporary Culture Creates
Sexist Men”
■ March 8: “Wrestling with Manhood:
Boys, Bullying & Battering”
■ April 3: “Dreamworlds 3: Desire,
Sex & Power in Music Videos”
■ April 10: “Generation M: Misogyny
in Media & Culture”

Explore media’s impact on
gender identity in the spring
semester film series.

Reel Men & Reel
Women II

Movies

Now That’s ENTERTAINMENT!

NCC Live:

Experience traditional storytelling
enhanced by other forms of artistic expression during this three-day program.
On opening night, NCC students and faculty will share stories that are uniquely
American. The following evening, hear
excerpts from a tale written by NCC
Professor Jaye Beetem, performances
by members of the storytellers guild and
a keynote address by Elizabeth Ellis,
acclaimed as “one of America’s finest
storytellers.” On the final night of the
festival, Ellis will take center stage to
tell some of her best-loved stories. All
programs will start at 7:30 p.m. in Lipkin
Theatre. Admission will be free with the
donation of nonperishable food items for
the needy on the first night and $10 per
person on March 30 and 31.

March 29-31
StoryFUSION is
coming to NCC!

Storytelling

Enjoy the culmination of student dancers’
work. Performances at 11:15 a.m. on May 3,
7 p.m. on May 4, and 2 p.m. on May 5. $3 for
students and staff; $5 general admission.

May 3-5
Dance Concert

NCC’s Community Chorus will lift your
spirits with a variety of inspirational selections. 7:30 p.m. on the Main Campus. $5 or
donation of nonperishable canned goods.

April 27
Spring Concert

Taylor Mali

See some of the best films from
the Banff Mountain Film Festival. 7
p.m. in Lipkin Theatre. $18 in advance/$20 at the door. For tickets and
information, call 610-861-5324.

April 17, 18
BANFF Film Festival

Community Room, Monroe Campus,
12:30 p.m.

Monroe Campus
Feb. 16: “The Bro Code: How
Contemporary Culture Creates
Sexist Men”
■ March 1: “Wrestling with Manhood: Boys, Bullying & Battering”
■ March 29: “Dreamworlds 3: Desire,
Sex & Power in Music Videos”
■ April 5: “Generation M: Misogyny
in Media & Culture”
■

“This business is anything
but predictable.”

ArtsQuest’s Joe Penzes
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chaos
RULES
The stage is set, and you’re ready to rock. Multi-platinum recording star
Jessica Simpson is tonight’s attraction. You check your watch and mentally run through a punch list of final production details, confident that
your team’s on task. And then you get the call — it’s noon, and she’s sick.

OK, Plan B:

the Black Eyed Peas or Maroon Five. You
work quickly to connect with each of their agents, only to find, ironically, that both
bands’ bass players are unavailable.
By 3 p.m. you’ve landed a replacement act. Kelly Clarkson’s en route from
LA to Vegas and, barring any other issues, is set to arrive at the Mandalay Bay
arena by 6, leaving no time for the critical sound check. Not good — but you’ll
deal with it.
It’s all standard routine for Bill Thomas, owner of Texas-based tcg+visual. And
not much different for ArtsQuest’s Joe Penzes, another longtime technical and
creative director in the entertainment industry.
“Whether your miking Jethro Tull’s flute for an outside concert on a day packed
with gusting winds that can overpower the instrument or rushing to find wardrobe
and instrument replacements for a musician with lost luggage, this business is
anything but predictable,” says Penzes.
Both Northampton alums, Thomas and Penzes have spent decades mastering a profession that, from the artists and venues to the technology, is a moving
target. Penzes’ interest in it took hold in high school when he began reinforcing sound for local bands. He went on the road with a production company after
graduation but circled back to Northampton, determined to bolster his credentials
and technical knowledge. At the time, the radio and television program was in
its infancy, so he took the initiative to work with its director, Mario Acerra, as he
created the framework for the college’s expansive media facility.
Today, as the director of production management and technology for the
ArtsQuest team, Penzes leads the planning, implementation and daily management
of the impressive and ever-growing audio, video, lighting and automation control
systems at the ArtsQuest Center at Steel Stacks, where an estimated 1,500 performances go live each year. He also oversees the technical production of several
festivals, including the region’s 10-day musical extravaganza, Musikfest.
“Our goal is to make the technology flawless,” Penzes says. “When people
come into the Center, they don’t need to know how it works, they just need to enjoy it.” And to accomplish that, on any given day, Penzes can be found scrambling
to make a last-minute production change affecting the engineering and installation of an 8,000-pound video wall for Stone Temple Pilots, coordinating technology for a large corporate meeting or orchestrating lighting design, technology and
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sound logistics for the more than 300 performers at Musikfest. No week at his
Bethlehem base is the same.
Thomas, on the other hand, is rarely in one state for very long. After graduating from Northampton and Georgetown University, he took a job with a large
production house and later co-founded tcg+visual. Today his trendy brick studio
can be found in a historic arts district warehouse near downtown Dallas. With
seven employees and a large freelance network, it serves as control central for
the countless domestic and international events the company produces each year.
“Throughout my career, I’ve had the pleasure to work with several presidents,
numerous sports legends including Magic Johnson and Cal Ripkin, endless entertainers and some exceptional corporate clients,” says Thomas. “And though every
production is very different, the key is always to keep the talent comfortable.”
Thomas recounts working with comedian Lily Tomlin. “She wanted us to
change her entire set at the last minute and wouldn’t come on stage until it was
completely draped in black. But the set was designed for branding — so we
couldn’t do what she’d asked without upsetting our corporate sponsors.”
Thomas says he had that “keep the talent comfortable” concept in mind as he
and his team worked frantically to find a way to rig a black drape across a lower
portion of the stage. They were able to do it — but were still on set stretching the
curtain as she was being introduced.
“Live events are a crazy business,” he continues. “From the executives we deal
with to the seasoned entertainers, they’re all at their most vulnerable moments.”
Not to mention that the technology can also become an unknown. While
working with Mick Fleetwood, producing a live motivational event, the artist
asked Thomas if he could enter from the back of the audience, chanting his introduction and beating a giant African drum. Thomas’ team reworked the spotlights,
arranged for the platform, miked Fleetwood and ran through the sound check. All
good. But seconds after the show went live, Fleetwood’s microphone went out,
leaving thousands of onlookers with just the faint sound of a drum. Until the tcg
team swooped in to fix it.
“If it’s live,” said Thomas, “anything can fail. That’s why it’s so important to
stay task-oriented in a business where chaos rules.” ◆

by Sharon Tercha
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“Music is one of my parts,” Ray Charles once said. “Like my ribs, my
kidneys, my liver, my heart … It is a force within me.” At Northampton Community College, it’s not hard to find students, faculty, staff
and alums who feel the same way.

rising star
icole Donatone, a rising country music star who earned her radio/TV degree from Northampton in 2010, says, “Music gets me
through every day. It influences who I am. It’s the puzzle pieces
of my life: the good, the bad, happy and sad.”
With a voice that’s been compared to Patsy Cline’s, Donatone has been tapped
to open shows for country stars including Willie Nelson, Connie Smith, John Michael Montgomery, Tracy Byrd, Sammy Kershaw, Restless Heart and Randy Travis. “Making music is my passion,” she says. “I’m blessed to have been able to
perform with some of my heroes, but the best part is when a fan approaches me
after a show to say that one of my songs has touched them. When you have that
connection with your audience, it’s amazing.”
The New Jersey native started her singing career at age 4 with a mini-recorder she liked to carry around the house. Even then she sang country tunes along
with her mother and father while they drove to open the family deli on Saturday
mornings. It wasn’t long before her backseat concerts moved on stage. Since age
11, Donatone has performed at festivals, fairs, charity events, churches, nursing
homes, weddings, school choir and singing competitions. She even won a new car
in a Philadelphia challenge called “Gimme the Mic.”
Today, Donatone is a full-time DJ and talent director at Pennspeakradio.com,
where she’s able to play music while keeping up with entertainment industry
news and trends. “My dream is to get a record deal and make some great country music.” To get there, Donatone explains, “I set goals, and then I accomplish
them: I graduated from college. I landed a full-time position that involves music. I
recorded my first original album and music video, and one day, I am going to sing
at the Grand Ole Opry.”

N

immersed in music
ike Donatone, Northampton alum Phil Joly knew that music would
always be at the center of his life. “I started playing clarinet in the
fourth grade,” says Joly, who now counts saxophone and guitar
as primary instruments. “I was really into it, but I couldn’t imagine
how I’d ever turn music into a career.”
At Northampton, Joly registered for classes that would prepare him for work
as a physician’s assistant. “I figured it would get me a good-paying job, and that
would allow me to fund my true passion. I was doing pretty well in the classroom,
too, so the plan was working, except I wasn’t happy.”
After two years at NCC, Joly successfully auditioned into the studio production program at SUNY-Purchase, where he went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in
music. “It’s good that I started at Northampton,” he says now. “I had to get on the
wrong track for a little while to see the right track. You can do that at NCC without
feeling like you’ve wasted a ton of time or money. Not only that, when I went to
SUNY-Purchase, all my general education credits transferred without a problem.”
Today, Joly is an audio engineer at Electric Lady Studios, the New York City
recording studio originally built by rock icon Jimi Hendrix. Joly has worked with
Kanye West, John Mayer, Don Was, Green Day, Patti Smith, Keith Richards,
Metric and more.
“I knew that music would somehow end up at the center of things,” says Joly.
“I just didn’t know how.”

L

By Paul Acampora
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“I’m blessed to have been
able to perform with some
of my heroes.”
Nicole Donatone ’10
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“Improvisation is an
essential skill for jazz, and
it’s an essential skill in the
admissions office.”
NCC Assistant Director, Admissions
Brandon Kwiatek

30 NCC WINTER 2012

PHOTO CREDIT

cool jazz
nformed by hard-boiled blues and smooth Latin grooves, Real West, the
Lehigh Valley’s only “crime jazz trio” plays music “to make the world
sound cool again.” According to bass player Brandon Kwiatek, who
also serves as NCC’s assistant director, admissions, “we sound like a
soundtrack from some film noir, but we’re all original.”
Like many, this married father of two boys came to music through grade school
lessons. “I was raised in 1970s Allentown on a diet of syndicated ‘60s pop culture
and Cold War paranoia. I did the violin and the trumpet, but I wasn’t truly aware of
music until 10th grade, and then suddenly, it changed my life. I was just like Jenny
in the Lou Reed song: ‘My life was saved by rock and roll.’”
Still, admits Kwiatek, whose musical heroes include Tom Waits, Henry Mancini, Iggy Pop and Lawrence Welk, “I was a late bloomer. It wasn’t until I taught
myself how to play electric bass after I graduated from college that I figured out
I could make up my own music. At that time, my friends and I were all overeducated and under-employed. We figured, why not start a rock band?”
That first band didn’t work out, but Kwiatek stuck with the bass. Eventually, he
traded his electric instrument for an acoustic upright. “The upright bass is more
fun and more challenging. Plus, people are happy when they see it. They think it’s
cooler. That’s because it is.”
Playing jazz has a lot in common with his Northampton Community College
gigs, where, in addition to assisting students in the admissions office, Kwiatek
serves as an occasional adjunct professor of English.
“Improvisation is an important part of the style of music I play,” says Kwiatek,
who practices every day and performs with Real West three or four times every
month. “It’s an essential skill for jazz, it’s an essential skill in the classroom, and
it’s an essential skill in the admissions office. You have to learn to listen to people,
then respond accordingly and appropriately.”
But music is not simply an avenue for getting better at the day job, says Kwiatek. “Music uses a different part of my brain. It taps into a different intelligence,
and part of me needs that.”

I

schoolhouse rock
eith Hartranft, associate professor by day who plays in a rock
band in his spare time, says, “I’m of the Schoolhouse Rock generation. I bring music into the classroom in many, many ways.”
Crossing over those roles, Hartranft routinely performs a particular song to drive home a concept in his computer networking class, and he
daily infuses his class lectures with music in various multimedia formats.
“When I include those ‘show’ experiences in the classroom, the students and I
can get a little closer together as people. So in many ways, music brings me closer
to my students,” Hartranft says.

K

“No matter what culture we’re from, everyone loves music,” says
Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Billy Joel, who, along with superstars
like Aerosmith, Blue Oyster Cult and Electric Light Orchestra, performed in concert on NCC’s Bethlehem campus in the 1970s.
But for some people, music is much more than something that
simply entertains.
“For me,” Ray Charles explained, “music is a necessity. It’s like
food or water. In fact, it’s the main meal.” ◆

For more, please visit Nicole Donatone at nicoledonatone.com, Real
West at www.reverbnation.com/realwest and Electric Lady Studios
at www.electricladystudios.com.

LEFT-PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX/RIGHT-PHOTO BY ADAM ATKINSON
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Northampton makes stars. Finding
them is easy: Simply drive around.
Those who have been on the College’s
billboards have earned a good
measure of local fame. And the
250-plus nominees for the College’s
“Who’s Next” contest want
a piece of that stardom. You’ll see
12 new faces on the boards in 2012.
You can read about them on page
35, but first hear how stardom has
affected their predecessors.
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Pauline Ribau ’96, owner of The Pretzel Twister, first met her giant billboard self in 2011. From photo shoot to billboard can take a good
bit of time, so the first time a friend told Ribau that she saw her on Route 22, it threw her a bit. “I tried to place the day when I could have
been driving on Route 22,” she says. Then it sunk in that her turn in the billboard campaign had begun.
Some contest nominees no doubt spotted Ribau or a fellow celeb. “Whenever we drive by a billboard, my parents say I should be up
there, since I loved NCC so much,” says one. Some nominees say, “I’m going to be up there one day,” or they talk about their dream to
be featured on a board.
The nominees’ reasons for wanting to be Northampton’s next “star” vary, but they often sound like stories common around the College. They may have lacked confidence when they came to NCC, but they didn’t lack determination. NCC gave them the tools they
needed to achieve their goals. They have become the “face” of Northampton.
We should note that the billboards are a shout-out to the community not that a star is born, but that a star
already lives among us. It’s little wonder, though, that hundreds of nominees seek the notoriety
billboards bring. The best advertising may be “word of mouth,” but the billboards
help kick that off. Ironically, the “word” has circulated about the recognition they can bring.
“In my line of work,” says Scott Tice ’02, owner of Dancing
Pepper Productions, “word of mouth is very important. But having the
billboard up was such a great opportunity because it creates a bit of a buzz!”
Tice’s billboard “career” began in 2011, generating “a ton of phone calls and emails.”
Anthony Marraccini ’92, owner of Esoterik Designs, whose 2005 billboard upped his spotlight’s
megawatts, says, “The exposure had its positives in that my recognition in the community and the Valley skyrocketed . . . [But] almost all of my anonymity was lost. I suppose that was a trade-off.” Tice dealt with that same
recognition “problem.” His initial reaction was, he says, with tongue in cheek, “Geez, I hope nobody drove off the road from
seeing my big mug up there!” All in all, though, the billboard stars, like everyone, absorbed their fame with equanimity.
Quite a few nominees already had a brush with fame. One contestant is a dancer and film producer; one owns a dance
academy; another was an “American Idol” contestant. Yet another, a broadcast video engineer nominated for multiple
Emmys, has toured with rockers like Bruce Springsteen and the band Phish. Yet, though their résumés are fat with accomplishments nationwide, NCC’s alumni still seek celebrity at home. And there are more; there just isn’t space for everyone.
Lack of space for Northampton’s many-starred story, on and off billboards, extends beyond the printed page, as George McElwee ’94, chief of staff for Pennsylvania Representative Charles Dent, makes clear. “I think NCC’s billboard campaign does a wonderful job of highlighting the successes of former students and alumni,” McElwee says. “Unfortunately, there isn’t enough billboard
space in the Valley to spotlight all the NCC success stories.”
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“I often reflect back on my time spent at NCC as very significant
to me, so when I see that billboard, it really confirms that I
started my career path on the right foot.”

Lisa Gotto ’88, editor of Lehigh Valley Style magazine, whose billboard
launched in 2010, would agree. “I often reflect back on my time spent at
NCC as very significant to me, so when I see that billboard, it really confirms
that I started my career path on the right foot.”
Gotto’s billboard experience goes beyond her reminder of a good choice
of schools. “An added benefit,” Gotto continues, “has been the exposure
it has given Lehigh Valley Style … I feel very fortunate to be part of this
community-oriented publication and strive to make it something Valley residents can be proud of.”
Nor does she forget her deepest roots of all. “[I] was actually surprised
by my own reaction,” she remembers. “I was a little overwhelmed and
teared up. I was thinking about my folks and how happy I knew this would
make them.”
It seems there is no true down-side to having one’s image “writ large.”
McElwee relates an anecdote that took his billboard on a “road trip” of
sorts. It was cooked up by the Capitol Hill newspaper Politico and posted on
its website to kid McElwee: “. . . McElwee now graces a huge billboard on
Route 22 in Pennsylvania . . . touting the fact that he went to Northampton

Community College. The gargantuan marquee, which went up three days
ago, reads: ‘George McElwee, Senior Congressional Aide, Washington D.C.,
Political Science, NCC,’ leading some folks on the Hill to start a George
McElwee Fan Club.”
Though the fan club was part of the ribbing, McElwee’s thanks to the
College are entirely sincere: “As a former student and employee of NCC
(after graduating from Shippensburg University, McElwee worked for a time
as NCC’s director of residence), [the billboard project] gave me a chance to
thank the College for the opportunities it provided.”
Many people have shown their love for their families and friends simply by nominating them. And Northampton would be proud to have any of
these nominees represent the school. But there is another side to it all. Because though it’s an honor to gain instant fame from a billboard, these same
alumni — the billboard stars and the nominees for stardom — also give
back to their community by helping to promote the College and, thereby, let
others know that they, too, can gain the qualities needed to become their
own star. ◆

By James L. Johnson ’89

“[the billboard project] gave me a chance to thank the College
for the opportunities it provided.”
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COMING SOON
to a billboard near you
We asked: Do you know an alum who has what it takes to be on Northampton
Community College’s next billboard? Hundreds answered yes!
Close to 300 entries were received from husbands nominating their wives (and vice versa), parents nominating their grown
children, children nominating their parents, brothers nominating sisters, employers nominating employees and friends nominating friends. Others were from alums who are proud of what they’ve accomplished and nominated themselves.
Many of the nominees have reinvented themselves and found
nd new
new jo
jjobs
obs by
by going
goin
go
ing
in
ng back
bacck too
ba
college after being laid off. Some immigrated to this country.
Some are single parents. They are now nurses, engineers,
chefs, radiographers, small business owners, teachers,
research scientists and more.

Here are the faces you will see on NCC
billboards in 2012.
Beth Arcury ’75

Janine Reppert ’94

Arcury, a dental hygienist for the
Northampton Area School District, provides dental hygiene services to more
than 6,000 students in 12 schools.
She is passionate about making a
difference in the oral health of children
and their families. Arcury says that her
“roots” are grounded in the education
she received at NCC.

A registered nurse and successful
businesswoman, Reppert is the president of Aaron Healthcare and Aaron
Resources. This family-owned
business started 23 years ago, and it
is thriving and growing to this day!

Tavershima Asom ’03
Asom came to the United States in
1997 on a student visa to begin his
nursing education at NCC. Now a
nurse practitioner, he works for Lehigh
Valley Hospital and Pleasant Valley
Family Practice. “NCC gave me all the
tools and the solid foundation to be
able to achieve where I am today.”

Matthew Benko ’05
Benko credits NCC for helping him
transition to civilian life after serving in
the Air Force for four years. He transferred to Moravian College, where he
graduated magna cum laude, did a tour
of duty in Afghanistan and then went
on to receive a master of science in
counseling at West Chester University.
He has recently completed training to
be a C-130 Aircrew Loadmaster in the
U.S. Air Force and hopes to one day
counsel veterans making the transition
from military duty to higher education.

Danielle M. Cassidy ’08
The first in her family to attend college, Cassidy worked part time at a
Dunkin’ Donuts while she took classes
at NCC. One day, an executive from
Sovereign Bank came to the drive-thru
and was so impressed with Cassidy’s
customer service skills, it led to a job
offer. Not knowing business or banking, Cassidy learned at NCC how to go
from the drive-thru to bank manager in
four years. She is finishing her master
of business administration degree at
the University of Liverpool.

Dr. Sarah Cloutier-Lada ’02
Cloutier-Lada is a former presidential
ambassador. She was nominated by
family and friends who believe that
her success demonstrates how a NCC
education provides students with the
foundation necessary to further their
education and ultimately achieve their
dreams. Cloutier-Lada works for the
Federal Bureau of Prisons as a staff
psychologist and is a passionate human rights advocate.

Nathanael Horvath ’05

Ysais Martinez ’05

Horvath’s commitment and compassion toward families, coupled with
his studies at NCC, have made him
a valued funeral director at Harding
Funeral Home in Slatington.

“I would not be so successful today
if the people around me at NCC had
not created such a solid foundation,” Martinez says. A native of the
Dominican Republic, he came to the
U.S. to pursue higher education. Currently he is a doctoral student at The
Pennsylvania State University and a
software architect and was named a
2011 Google Scholar.

Andrea Imperato ’04
Imperato went directly from high
school into the workforce. She always
felt the lack of a degree limited her, so
she decided to seek higher education
in her early 40s. “It was my achievement at NCC that gave me the confidence to pursue my dream of owning
my own business. NCC changed my
life,” says the owner and operator of
the successful Tangles Salon and Spa
in Easton.

Francisco (Frank)
Pacheco ’99
Pacheco lives in Los Angeles and is
following his dream of being an actor.
He plays Felix on the Disney Channel
show “Wizards of Waverly Place,” and
his other recent credits include “Glee”
and “Bones.”

Krista Ortwein ’00
“I needed the time at NCC to figure
out what I wanted in life,” Ortwein
says. “I always loved creativity and
design, but Northampton jump-started
my pursuit of a career in the arts.”
Today she is the brand experience
program manager at Crayola.

Eugene White ’85
White supports alternative energy
efforts with the hydrogen fueling team
at Air Products as a project development engineer. He finds his job very
rewarding and feels that he and his
team members are pioneering the way
to a new future. ◆
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NCC Seen
A sampling of snapshots from recent NCC events

c Chef-in-Residence

Twice a year, good conversation is paired with good food when a
celebrity chef teams up with NCC’s culinary students to treat guests to
a memorable meal. Above, Vel and George Kistler, Rae Glotfelty, John
Michael, Drs. Beall and Linny Fowler and President Art Scott seem to
be speculating about what Brad Barnes, of the Culinary Institute of
America, and NCC students have planned for the main course.

c Annual Foundation Dinner

Students, faculty, staff and donors mingle at a dinner hosted each year
to honor individuals and companies whose generosity makes it possible for many NCC students to get a college education. Shown here
are Robert Foltz, Thomas Gasparetti, Danielle Cassidy, Robert Walton,
Donna and John Eureyecko and Jennifer VanDeVoorde.
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c Welcome, Parents!

Radio/TV major Justin Frasca presents a “Spartan Spirit” gift bag to one of the dads
who attended a special reception for parents last semester. This spring parents can look
forward to getting together before a play on March 29, a talk by Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Doris Kearns Goodwin on April 12 and/or for a tailgate party on April 15.

c Alumni Holiday Party

Ho, ho, ho! Nearly 300 children, family and friends
— and one very special guest — made merry at the
annual children’s holiday party hosted by the NCC
Alumni Association. Apparently Santa is a good
friend of Joe Silimperi ’87. Presidential ambassadors who helped out at the party included the
elfish-looking Allie Nelson, Alex Harnes, David Ruck
and Ally Langer. ◆

cVan Syckle Scholarship

Tim and Mary Van Syckle enjoyed lunch at Hampton Winds with criminal justice major Ahjah Ward (center). Ward is the first recipient of
the Burton & Catherine Van Syckle Scholarship, created to honor Tim’s
parents and to aid students from Easton.

Louise Moore Pine Scholarship
The first recipients of the Louise Moore Pine Scholarship met for lunch
with Antonia Grifo, Esq., the executrix of the benefactor’s estate.
Pictured from left to right are Ashley Sherer, Grifo, Zach Yentsch and
Brian Skrapits.
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notes
Accounting
2008 James Carson
of Novi, Mich., is an audit
associate at Pricewaterhouse
Coopers in Detroit, Mich. He
received a bachelor’s degree
in accounting at Ohio State
University last year.

Business
Administration
1976 Michael Guttman
of York is a controller at Eastman
Limited Partnership in Lancaster.
2003 Elizabeth
Figueroa of Bethlehem
works in the accounts
receivable/medical billing
department of VSAS
Orthopaedics in Allentown.
2011 Kim Williams
is employed at Daiichi Sankyo,
Inc. in Bethlehem. She will be
attending Muhlenberg College’s
Wescoe School to obtain a
bachelor’s degree in business
administration. She and her
husband, Greg, live in Easton
with their stepdaughter, Riley.

Commercial Art
1971 Preston

Hindmarch works for
Aardvark Graphics in Easton.
He and his wife, Susan, live
in Easton.

Communication
Studies

Computer Info
Technology/Security

2008 William Horbelt
is employed by Allebach
Communications as a client
side developer on Allebach’s
interactive team. He previously
worked as a developer for
Imirage and Advance Website.

2006 Richard Taylor
of Bethlehem is a systems
administrator at PenTeleData
in Palmerton.

Computer Data
Processing
1992 Joseph Pokojni
of Bethlehem is the owner of
Blue Chip Sound.

Computer Info
Technology
1998 James Funari
was promoted to director of
global information technology
at LabVantage Solutions in
Bridgewater, N.J. He and his
wife, Linda, live in Easton. They
have seven children: Nicholas,
James III, Christian, Gina,
Samuel, Maria and Nathan.

Computer Info
Technology/
Application
Development
2009 Eric Harding
is a technical and systems
analyst for Prodesco, Inc.
and Secant Medical, LLC.
He and his wife, Amanda,
live in Nazareth.

Log in to Alumni Net, www.northampton.edu/alumni,
and post an alumni note or send your story and photos to
alumni@northampton.edu.
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Alumni Share Their Stories

Culinary Arts
2006 Kelly Stem of Easton
is the owner and pastry chef of
Kakes by Kelly.

Walnutport. In her free time, she
enjoys waterskiing, snowskiing,
biking, gardening, figure skating
and her two cats.
1995 Lissette Pittre
Scrizzi is a dental hygienist
at Northeast Family Dentistry in
Reading. She and her husband,
John, live in Allentown.

Early Childhood
Data Processing
1981 Gregory Bucchin
retired from the U.S. Army in
1996. He currently works at
Spirit Aerosystems in Wichita,
Kan. He and his wife, Kathy,
live in Derby, Kan., and have
three children: Caitlin, Andrew
and Jillian.

2006 Angelina Baratta
is the owner/director of Angel’s
Daycare Center in Easton. She
and her husband, John, live
in Bethlehem.

Education

Dental Assisting
1980 Lisa (Helfrich)
Burke is a realtor at Rose
& Womble Realty Co. She and
her husband, Randy, live in
Chesapeake, Va.
1981 Janice (Grillo)
Brands is an orthodontic
dental assistant for Dr. Howard
Herman in Washington, N.J.
She and her husband, Brent,
live in Oxford, N.J., and have
three children.

Dental Hygiene
1986 Elizabeth (Stoltz)
Gross works for Dr. E.A.
Gearhart IV at Cetronia Dental
Associates in Allentown. She
and her husband, Ken, live in

2011 Janice Reigel
of Tamaqua is pursing her
studies at Eastern University.
She says: “Northampton has
prepared me well, and I am so
thankful for that!”

continued on page 42

MELISSA GUNDERSEN ’09
arely 22, Melissa Gundersen ’09 has
excelled in the performing arts for more
than a decade. At present, she is one of the
on-air faces of Blue Ridge Cable TV. She
has covered a high-profile murder trial, ridden a zip line and flown in a B-17 bomber.
Not only does she do on-the-scene reporting, she also unearths stories,
does interviews and writes scripts.
Gundersen’s adventurous life started long before she boarded the
World War II fighter plane. At 10, she glided onto the challenging ice
of competitive skating, squeezing in math homework in a car between
the Poconos and New York. Ever since, at the rink, in the classroom
and on the screen, she has achieved the perfect equation of balance,
direction and momentum.
Born on Long Island and raised mainly in the Poconos, Gundersen
is the youngest of four children. Her parents understood early on that
Melissa knew herself to be different. “I had to be out of the box. I have a
creative heart and didn’t want to run with the crowd,” she says. “I wanted to do more than the ‘normal’ things,” she says. To enable Gundersen
to follow an unconventional path, her mother left her career as a registered nurse to homeschool her. “She gave up her [professional] life to
help me with mine,” she says. Gundersen’s parents have been fervent
fans, telling Melissa, “You can do anything!”
At 14, Gundersen attended an event for actress/singer Hillary Duff
and became entranced with acting. After studying at the Academy of
Dramatic Arts, she moved to California, secured an agent and landed
parts in a music video, independent films and commercials for Sam’s
Club and Wal-Mart. Her credits include the Discovery Channel, a Disney
pilot and the daytime drama “One Life to Live.” She also modeled jewelry for Tiffany’s. Her 10-track audio album, “My Arrival,” made it to the
airwaves in the United States, Norway, England and China.
In the midst of this success, Gundersen decided to fulfill her passion
for learning and return to school. Ironically, an initial blow to her plans
turned out to be a stroke of luck. Having been accepted at a California
acting school, she found herself without housing through an unexpected
snafu. “It was the best thing that ever happened to me,” Gundersen
says in retrospect.
Her parents suggested NCC, and Gundersen enrolled, calling it “the
smartest decision I ever made. Having been out of a classroom since
the sixth grade, I felt a little insecure at first. But I gained academic
confidence at NCC. I met great people. The teachers fed my craving for
education. The students had goals; they were there for a reason.”
As a radio/TV student, Gundersen took the opportunity to take classes in her major right away, an advantage not always offered to freshmen at other schools. After three semesters, she felt well-prepared to
transfer to The Pennsylvania State University.
Worried at the start of her career about being typecast as a “blonde
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Worried at the start of her career
about being typecast as a “blonde
bubblehead,” Gundersen did
anything but skim the surface
in college.

bubblehead,” Gundersen did anything but skim the surface in college.
She dug in, earning a 4.0 grade-point average at NCC and graduating
from Penn State with highest distinction.
A college internship led to a full-time job as a reporter at Blue Ridge
Cable, where she is highly appreciated. “Melissa has the rare combination
of beauty and brains,” says Tom MacIntire, chief videographer. “She has
an incredible work ethic. She’s a team player and a delight to work with.
Her personality builds bridges between people. Her smile opens doors.”
Gundersen credits NCC with opening doors for her. “NCC is a wonderful springboard,” she says. ◆
by Myra Saturen
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alumni association honors

SUCCESS
A photographer whose work has appeared in The New York Times. A medical researcher.
A college professor. A former college president. A business owner. A realtor. And an awardwinning director and storyboard artist.
All were honored for their achievements by the Northampton Community College Alumni
Association at the organization’s annual Recipes for Success Alumni Mixer last fall.

Here’s what they had to say:
Outstanding Young
Alumnus Award

one of his art professors
taught him to see art in
everyday objects and
when another gave him a
lecture for taking his
talent for granted when
he rushed a final project.
Distinguished
Service to the
Community

Matt Finley ’02 said
Northampton provided the
academic foundation he
needed to complete a
bachelor’s degree summa
cum laude at Thomas Jefferson University and to go
on to earn a Ph.D. in molecular biology and genetics from Temple University.
President’s Award

Andy Thom ’86
recalled the valuable
lessons he learned when
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Jennifer George ’98
spoke about how
Northampton gave her a
chance for a fresh start
when she “stumbled” in
her freshman year at another college, as well as
years later when she decided to change careers.

Educator’s Award

lehem Steel, as well as
the importance of lifelong
learning. He and his wife
have taken noncredit
courses ranging from
wine appreciation to
photography at
Northampton.

Honorary Alumni

Professional
Achievement Award
Pam Tabery praised
the work environment in
which she was encouraged to try new teaching
methodologies and technologies and where she
found colleagues who
supported her both personally and professionally.
Distinguished
Service to NCC

Alyssha Csuk ’02
also included NCC in
her recipe for success.
“Northampton is an
amazing, wonderful
place,” she said.

Two individuals credited
with making Northampton
a wonderful place were
among the honorees at
the mixer. Dick Richardson
helped to shape NCC
(then known as “NCACC”)
as the College’s first
president. His wife, Pat,
was an active participant
in campus and community
life. Both were named
honorary alumni.

The emcee for the mixer
was Alumni Association
President Scott Raab ‘92. ◆

Tim Lewis ’09 talked
about how Northampton
helped him start a new
career after leaving BethPHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

JESSICA LEWIS ‘00

hen Jessica Lewis was growing
up, she thought being a successful actor meant being on television.
“I was a little ham when I was
younger and always wanted to act, but I
was very delusional as to what that meant,”
Lewis explained. “I had star syndrome — I
wanted to be on TV. It was the only option.”
Lewis enrolled at Northampton in the fall of 1998 with that goal in mind.
The Faith Christian School graduate signed up for every class taught by nowretired theatre Professor Norman Roberts, hoping to better learn the craft.
She participated in school productions every semester, often cast in large
roles. And somewhere along the way, she instead found herself forgetting
about the small screen and falling in love with the stage.
“I learned it wasn’t about being a star,” Lewis said of her acting studies,
explaining, “In my second year, we performed “Romeo and Juliet,” and I so
badly wanted to be Juliet. I was just determined to get the role. Then, they
gave it to a 15-year-old homeschooled student, and I was a servant with
three lines.
“It was so hard, but good for me,” she said. “That’s the thing you learn in
acting. It’s an art to constantly keep balance for your ego. It’s not healthy to
have an ego; it’s not healthy to be insecure. It’s a constant fight.”
After Northampton, she continued her studies at Temple University, then
enrolled in graduate school, earning a degree in acting from the University
of Iowa. The next step was unclear.
“I always thought I’d be in New York or LA, but my desire to go there
was decreasing. In my third year of grad school, we learned the business
of acting — marketing, schmoozing, going to parties and small talk. That
aspect is definitely not appealing to me.”
Then one day, she saw an ad online looking for American actors to do
a summer theatre tour in Kazakhstan, a diverse country of 16 million that
spans Central Asia and Eastern Europe.
“I never considered myself ignorant about other cultures, but I realized I
knew nothing about Kazakhstan. I was a bit concerned — it was online, and
you never know what you can trust,” she said. But after she and her mother
researched it, she was confident it was a legitimate opportunity.
She was accepted and spent the summer touring the country, performing “Cinderella” in English with seven students from a local university. “It
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was the first time I had ever left the U.S., and I was amazed at how much I
grew to love these people. I just felt connected. “
After the summer was over, she took a job in the Houston area but
found herself longing for her friends halfway across the world. “I could
not stop thinking about Kazakhstan. I did not expect that,” she said. “I left
my heart there.”
She wanted to go back but knew it would be difficult, as there is a lot of
red tape involved when working in another country. She prayed for a solution. The very next day, she had a job offer teaching drama there. Though it
later fell through, another offer was not far behind, and in August 2007, she
returned with a job and also took charge of the acting group she had toured
with the year before.
The group, called KELT, was originally a student organization at a local
university but has since become independent. KELT performed several plays
under her direction, including Dr. Seuss’ “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,”
“Grease” and English adaptations of Russian fairy tales.
“Every performance we’d do was a miracle,” she said, citing lack of
funds, performing and rehearsal space among the group’s challenges.
Each time her paying job ended, or money ran out, Lewis returned home
to fundraise for living expenses, returning at her earliest opportunity. She

That’s the thing you learn in
“acting.
It’s an art to constantly
keep balance for your ego. It’s not
healthy to have an ego; it’s not
healthy to be insecure. It’s a
constant fight.

”

most recently left for Kazakhstan just after Thanksgiving to prepare for
KELT’s 10-year anniversary celebration, which was held in December.
Though Lewis admits she misses some of the luxuries she’s accustomed
to in the U.S., such as grocery stores with a seemingly endless selection of
food, Lewis is happiest in Kazakhstan, living a life she never expected for
herself. When she next returns to the States, she will be taking a semester
course in Russian to better understand and relate to others there.
It’s not being on TV, but to Lewis, it’s much better.
“I love what I do. I want to be there long term, whatever that means,”
she said with a laugh. ◆
by Sandy Stahl
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continued from page 38

Engineering

General Studies
2009 Kevin Montilone
of Phillipsburg, N.J., is a lab
technician at Custom Alloy
Corporation.
2010 Brittany Galski

WHITE
HOUSE DINNER

2011 Randy Chase is a
mechanical designer at Victaulic
in Easton. He and his wife,
Elizabeth, live in Bethlehem.

Funeral Service
1979 James Palmeri
is the president of the James
J. Palmeri Company, an
organizational management
company, in Martins Creek. He
received a bachelor’s degree
from DeSales University in 2000.
He and his wife, Carol, live in
Martins Creek and have two
children, Emily and Gina.

FRIDAY, APRIL 27

Hampton Winds, Alumni Hall
6 p.m. Cocktail Reception
7 p.m. Speaker and Dinner
$75 per person

Feast on Civil War-inspired cuisine
prepared by NCC’s culinary students.
Learn about the Civil War from our
guest speaker and bid high and
often at the event’s silent auction. An
evening not to be missed. Seating is
limited to the first 65 responses.

For an invitation, please contact
alumni@northampton.edu.
More details can be found at
www.northampton.edu/specialevents.
42 NCC WINTER 2012

2009 William Reed of
Gratz is a funeral director and
owner of the James A. Reed
Funeral Home in Pillow.
He is the fourth-generation
family member to own the
funeral home.

of Arlington, Va., received a
bachelor’s degree from East
Stroudsburg University and is
pursuing a doctorate in physical
therapy from Marymount
University.

Individualized
Transfer Studies
2007 Shaun Gallagher
of Nazareth received a doctorate
of chiropractic degree from Life
University on June 17. He is a
chiropractor at the Gorman
Chiropractic Life Center in
East Stroudsburg.

Liberal Arts
2010 Ryan Wagner of
Hunlock Creek recently accepted
a position as a funeral director
at H. Merritt Hughes Funeral
Home, Inc. in Wilkes-Barre.
He was previously employed
at Sanders Mortuary Ltd. as a
funeral intern.

General Education
1983 John Koch is a
research chemist at COIM USA,
Inc. in West Deptford, N.J. He
and his wife, Charmaine, live in
Coplay and have two children,
Jonathon and Daniel.

1980 Lt. Colonel
Alexander Alex is a
health services advisor in the
Office of the Surgeon General, Air
Reserve Command at Robins Air
Force Base in Warner Robins, Ga.
He received a bachelor’s degree
from Moravian College and a
master’s degree from St. Joseph’s
University. He and his wife, Kerri,
live in Warner Robins, Ga.

Paralegal
2006 Barbara
(Schubert) Cano is
a secretary at Miguel’s
continued on page 45
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JORDAN WHITE ’05

ike many children growing up, Jordan White looked
to music to escape from his troubles. In fact, he says,
music saved him.
“I was in a very poisonous situation as a
kid,” he said. “I had a nice house and food —
so many had it worse — but as the oldest of
four in a family with problems, music was there
for me when no one was. No matter what was going on, I could always
turn on the radio or put in a tape or CD and forget about the problems
swirling around my head.”
Whether it was “tinkering” with a keyboard or writing elementary
songs, White had developed what he calls an obsessive desire to express himself musically. It was never a question that music would remain a primary focus in his life.
“Writing songs is like telling stories,” White said. “I had always
been a very observant guy, sort of introspective. I was not the kid who
went to all the high school dances and not the kid who would have
won the popularity contests. But I didn’t care — I knew where I was all
along. In life it’s important to know who you are. I knew who I was then,
and I knew what I wanted to do later in life. Being in a band wasn’t some
fad I fell into in high school because I thought people would think I was
cool. It was a part of me.”
But it wasn’t until the former Nazareth resident was a student at
Northampton that he had the confidence to take things a step further.
“I remember the exact day in English Lit 2 with (the late) Professor
Len Roberts,” he said. “I wrote something, and he thought it was really
good and asked me to read it for the class. He really encouraged me,
and it was the little nudge I needed. It was the first time I wrote for
other people.”
Roberts, along with psychology Professor Tom Frangicetto, inspired
White to keep playing and to go further with his education. “Without
those guys, I may not be here. And that’s the truth. I owe them a lot,”
he said.
With the encouragement of his professors, White, who is now a
successful full-time musician living in Lansdale, started attending open
mic nights and seeking out opportunities to perform.
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“I was so nervous,” he said. “I thought the whole world was watching me. It was just bizarre.”
Now, just a few years later, he can be found performing live nearly
every weekend. He has also continued his studies and is about to graduate with a master’s degree in psychology from Shippensburg University.
“For me, music is a release,” he said. “You know, regardless if I’m
singing along by myself in my car or if I’m playing out for a thousand
people. I do it for the release of energy, and I do think about it all the
time. Every single hour of every single day, even when I’m asleep, I’m
thinking about music, whether it’s a song that’s stuck in my head or coming up with ideas for writing new lyrics. I’ve written entire songs in my
sleep. Sometimes I wake up in time to write it down, sometimes I miss
it completely, or sometimes I remember bits and pieces. But I dream it,
so I know it’s there.”
“American Idol” fans may remember White’s brief appearance on the
show in season five, the year in which Taylor Hicks won and superstar
Katharine McPhee was a finalist. He was ultimately glad for the experience but criticized the judging system, where many singers without
talent were moved forward in the interest of making entertaining televi-

Len Roberts, along with psychology
Professor Tom Frangicetto, inspired
White to keep playing and to go
further with his education. “Without those guys, I may not be here.”
sion. Still, he feels the experience helped him develop a thicker skin and
ultimately helped him move forward professionally.
White said he regrets never having a chance to tell Roberts how
much he affected him and his budding career. He was struck profoundly
upon learning of his death in 2007.
“I can tell you exactly what I did when I found out. I drove to the
main campus at NCC, read his poems in the library, then sat in the same
classroom I had taken his course in, all those years before. I sat in the
dark and empty room for a while in complete silence, trying to remember
it all. It was tough to keep it together,” he said.
He then immediately reached out to Frangicetto to make sure he
knew his role in White’s success. “I wanted to make sure I didn’t make
that mistake again,” he said.
White is currently recording a three-song EP in Dancing Pepper Productions, owned by fellow NCC alum Scott Tice. ◆
by Sandy Stahl
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SEAN BRADLEY
PROUD GRADUATE OF HORIZONS FOR YOUTH

very summer, like clockwork, video editor
Sean Bradley needs to pull a few all-nighters.
In the span of precious too few overnight
hours, he pores over volumes of footage, from
freshly filmed skits to interviews and outtakes,
and assembles them into a polished half-hour
comedy showcase. It’s completed with only
moments to spare before a scheduled live-audience premiere in front of a very discerning crowd. Imagine the pressure:
The screening is held in a room where the actors, script writers and camera
operators are all waiting to see the finished product.
Oh, and their proud parents.
The video clips are conceived and produced by the grade school children enrolled in Kids TV, the wildly popular Horizons for Youth class held on
NCC‘s Main Campus each summer. The two-week class is taught by faculty
members Mario and Donna Acerra, who are assisted by Bradley. Hectic?
Yes, but it’s a labor of love for Bradley, who first learned the lure of the entertainment industry while in Kids TV camp himself two decades ago. It was
the spark that led him to a career in the entertainment industry.
“I started in 1992 when I was 9 years old, and I’ve been there every
summer since,” he said. Though he outgrew the program with age, he found
“it was impossible to leave behind, and it became the catalyst for all of my
professional endeavors,” he said.
While a younger student, Bradley, now a freshly transplanted Los Angeles resident, found himself thinking of skits all year and keeping them
in a back pocket until summer rolled around. In high school, after he could
no longer enroll, he incorporated Kids TV volunteering into his community
service requirements. Later, while a Penn State theatre major, he looked
forward to summer break when he could reconnect with the kids, many of
whom take the class every year.
“The class is the coolest thing,” he said. “It’s entirely student produced,
and for a kid, it’s an amazing creative outlet. They’re pretty slick full shows.
That’s part of the fun of it all. I remember, as a kid, coming in with a bit that
was not really fleshed out — Mario went and edited it to make me look like
a comedy superstar.”
He is happy to return that favor to the next generation and hopes the
kids feel the same way.
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“That’s the most fun. I get no sleep, but it’s a huge high watching the
kids see the video for the first time. I really look forward to that,” he said.
“Kids don’t tend to think like editors, so they can’t always see what it will
look like in the end.”
A self-described comedy nerd, Bradley has followed a varied path within
the entertainment industry. As a high schooler, a ”Saturday Night Live” fan
site he developed got the attention of SNL cast members and producers. After
college, he moved to New York and took several jobs, including a stint as a
page for “Late Show with David Letterman,” where he had some on-camera
time and, later, wrote a few jokes that ended up in Letterman’s monologue.
After that, he found several jobs in casting and editing, including work for
national shows ”Wife Swap,” “Marriage Ref” and “Millionaire Matchmaker.”
Bradley’s success does not surprise the Acerras, who have remained
close to him over the years.
“Sean is a multi-talented guy — he can write, act, produce, shoot and
edit. His work with the Kids TV classes has tremendously enhanced our
summer program. I am especially proud of his career successes because I
have watched Sean’s talents grow,” Donna Acerra said.
What’s next for Bradley is a bit up in the air. He’s saved some money to

A self-described comedy
nerd, Bradley has followed
a varied path within the
entertainment industry.
pursue an acting career. The recent move to LA has positioned him to be
able to act as well as edit, since proximity to Hollywood opens an untapped
market for him professionally.
But no matter what happens, he plans to come east for part of the summer. After all, he has a job to do.
And the Acerras wouldn’t have it any other way.
“He started out in Kids TV performing in comedy skits and musical numbers, and that’s probably still his passion,” said Mario Acerra. “But along
the way he learned to shoot, to edit, to direct and, ultimately, to share his
talent by teaching the course to other young kids. So it is a great joy to see
it come full circle.” ◆
by Sandy Stahl

PHOTO SUPPLIED

continued from page 42

1995 Sherry
Restaurant & Lounge. She and
her husband, Miguel, live in
Nazareth and have two children,
Vanessa and Silvia.
2009 Denise Donadio
of Long Pond is a paralegal at
Royle & Durney in Tannersville.

Radio/TV

(Thompson) Casey
received a bachelor’s degree
in nursing from GwyneddMercy College and a master’s
degree in nursing from Cedar
Crest College in August. She
is a clinical instructor at both
Gwynedd-Mercy and Cedar Crest
colleges and also works per
diem in Grand View Hospital’s
emergency room. She and
her husband, James, live in
Quakertown and have two
children, James and Gabrielle.

A SALUTE TO
VETERANS

2006 Lizzette Rodriguez
of Bushkill is a critical care nurse
at the Pocono Medical Center in
East Stroudsburg.
2000 Robert Brotzman
of Allentown is a broadcast
video engineer for MLB Network
in Secaucus, N.J. He also
received a specialized diploma in
multimedia from NCC in 2000.

Registered Nursing
1988 Denise Lutz is a
registered nurse at Easton
Hospital. She and her husband,
William, live in Bethlehem and
have two children, Vincent
and Sydney.
1991 Angela MacMillan
is a certified registered nurse
practitioner at the Brighton
Ob/Gyn office in Easton.
She is a graduate of Drexel
University and the University
of Pennsylvania. She and
her husband, Scott, live in
Bethlehem and have two
children, Hunter and Isabella.
1994 Theresa Kent
Moller of Kyle, Texas,
received a bachelor’s degree
from East Stroudsburg University
and had a career in nursing at
New York University. She is also
an Iraq War veteran.

2010 Renee Blasko of
Nazareth is a registered nurse in
the cardiothoracic surgical/acute
strokes area at St. Luke’s Hospital
in Bethlehem. She received a
bachelor’s degree in education
from Bloomsburg University.

Secretarial
Science/Legal
1981 Annette van
Eeden is a senior client
manager at Highmark, Inc. in
Camp Hill, Pa. She received a
bachelor’s degree in leadership
and communications from
Duquesne University in 2004.
She and her husband, Henk,
live in Harrisburg and have two
children, Zachary and Alexander.

Special Education
2008 Anna Costalas
is a paraeducator in special
education in the Northampton
Area School District. She and
her husband, Michael, live
in Walnutport and have two
children. ◆

THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
IS REACHING OUT TO ALL
ALUMNI WHO’VE SERVED
OUR COUNTRY
When NCC opened in 1967, the first
students included many veterans
returning from Vietnam. Veterans
continue to be active members of the
student body. During the College’s 45th
anniversary, the Alumni Association will
host a special reunion for students and
alumni who have served our country.
If you are a veteran, please email
your name, dates and branch of service
to alumni@northampton.edu or call
610-861-5088 so we can include you
among the honorees.
If you would like to help plan events for
veterans, let us know that, too.

Thank you for
your service!

Log in to Alumni Net, www.northampton.edu/alumni, and
post an alumni note or send your story and photos
to alumni@northampton.edu.
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EXCELLENCE

What a Class!

meet the newest members of the

ATHLETIC HALL
OF FAME
Where are they now?

NCC Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2011 (left to right)
Skip Person ’73, TJ Heimbach ’03, Ed Csongradi, Kim
Colyer-Williams ’88 and Pete Buis ’81

Their stats are impressive:
■

882 points in two years pounding the boards for Pete Buis
‘81 — a school record at the time.

■

617 points and 429 rebounds for Kim Colyer-Williams ‘88
after sitting out a year due to an ACL tear.

■

A state soccer championship and two conference titles
for Coach Ed Csongradi.

■

22 career starts and multiple All-Conference, All-Tournament and All-State selections for pitcher TJ Heimbach ‘03,
not to mention a state championship in bowling.

■

60 strikeouts in one season, a 6-1 record and a 1.54 ERA
for right-hander Skip Person ‘73, also a two-sport athlete.
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Buis went on to earn a bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineering
technology from The Pennsylvania State University and to
become a professional engineer,
marrying classmate Karen Heyer
along the way.
Colyer-Williams received a
full athletic scholarship to play at
Division I Long Island University.
After coaching basketball for several years at Division I American
University with Jeff Thatcher, her
former coach from NCC, she is
now a senior technical recruiter
for Northrop Grumman Corporation. And she is coaching again
— this time, her daughter Trinity’s
basketball team.
Csongradi is revered as one
of the most influential people in
Lehigh Valley soccer at all levels
from youth to adult. He still plays
the sport and is pleased that his
sons and grandchildren have come
to love the game.
Heimbach, too, is giving back to
the sport that gave him so much, by
coaching Legion baseball in Palmer
Township. He’s also a new dad.
Person earned an athletic
scholarship that enabled him to
continue his education and his
baseball career at the University of Wyoming, where he was
named to the Western Athletic
Conference All-Academic team.

All five athletes returned to
NCC last semester to be inducted
into the Athletic Hall of Fame. All
five gave speeches, and all five
talked not about their stats, but
about the friendships they made,
the fun they had, the values they
came to embrace and the opportunities that opened up for them
because of their involvement
with sports.
It was a message that Athletic Director Troy Tucker hopes
today’s student-athletes take to
heart. Many of them were in
the audience.
At the end of the induction
ceremony, Tucker revealed that
the College’s trustees have ap-

proved renaming NCC’s ScholarAthlete Award the William F.
Bearse Scholar-Athlete Award in
honor of Bill Bearse, who served
as athletic director, coach, friend
and mentor to athletes and coaches at NCC for 35 years before
retiring in 2007. Bearse is pictured
above left with Tucker. ◆
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MEMORIAM
John M. Beginnes ’92

Beverly S. Corkhill,

died on May 20, 2010. He served
in the U.S. Army in the Pacific in
World War II, earning a Bronze
Star and other medals. He then
worked for the former Western
Electric as a repairman for
35 years. He enrolled at NCC
after he retired and earned an
associate degree in automotive
electrical systems.

who served for many years with
distinction on the administrative
staff of the Northampton County
Human Services Department,
died on Sept. 16. She began
her higher education at NCC
while working as an executive
secretary at the Lehigh Coal
and Navigation Company. After
completing an associate degree,
she went on to earn a bachelor’s
degree in sociology/psychology
from Moravian College and a
master of social work degree
from Marywood College.

William Randy
Chapnick passed away on
Oct. 23 at the age of 26 as a
result of an automobile accident.
He served in the Marines in Iraq
and was awarded numerous
medals. A graduate of Gannon
University, he came to NCC to
study nursing.

George Jain-Cocks,

William Eric Wimmer
’71 passed away on Sept. 18 in
Whitefish, Mont., where he was
self employed. He graduated
from Pen Argyl High School and
earned an associate degree in
electronics technology at NCC.
He was an outdoorsman who
had an avid interest in history.

Robert C. Wood

on Nov. 27. A graduate of
NCC’s registered nursing
program, she was known for
her love of people and devotion
to family and friends.

Joshua Marvin ’08

professor of mathematics, died
on Sept. 23. The following
message is from his family:
“George cherished his 40+ year
tenure at NCC, the relationships
he built with the faculty, staff
and the thousands of students
who enriched his life. He was
passionate about life, always
ready to make each of you smile
and hoped that you remember
him fondly. Each day was a
gift not to be wasted, and he
embodied that belief in the way
he lived his life. May we all do
the same.”

Daniel Riegel ’07
died on Oct. 27. He majored in
general studies at Northampton
and went on to earn a bachelor’s
degree from Kutztown University.
An Eagle Scout, he played the
violin and fiddle and loved nature.
He was active in historical
reenactment and worked in
historical construction.

ACADEMY

An inside look at
how government
works

This three-week course
is designed to help
you gain a better
understanding
of our local,
state and federal
government.

Heidi Marie Mundy
Henne ’96 passed away

passed away on Nov. 29. A
graduate of NCC’s criminal
justice program, he was a
patrolman for the City of Easton.
In an article in The ExpressTimes, Easton Mayor Sal Panto
said, “Officer Marvin was a
fine officer and served the city
residents well. I watched him
interact (with) young adults
often, and [he] earned their
respect.” Readers also praised
Marvin’s skills and work ethic.

CiTiZENS

died on Oct. 29. A graduate of
the hotel management program
at Cornell University, he joined
his family’s business, Wood Food
Service, and held a variety of
line and management positions,
starting as a sous chef and rising
to president and chairman. After
the company was sold to Sodexo,
he continued to handle client
relations and to serve on many
boards, including the Foundation
Board at NCC, where he
established a Chef-in-Residence
program to enable culinary
students to work with some of the
region’s leading chefs. Sue Kubik,
the executive director of the NCC
Foundation, held Wood in high
esteem. “Bob Wood was not only
a great philanthropist,” she says.
“He was also an inspiring, creative
civic leader whose passion for
the Lehigh Valley and for
education made the Lehigh Valley
a better place.” ◆
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Learn the ins and
outs of government
from elected and
appointed officials.

Thursdays
March 1-15
6-8 p.m.
Alumni Hall
$29 per person
Register by calling
877-543- 0998 with
code CAL-8457-10.
Light refreshments
will be provided.

Sponsored by the NCC
Alumni Association’s
Alumni/Student
Government Outreach
Committee

DANIEL BECKER ’10
s a child, Daniel Becker ’10 loved the Muppets, especially Kermit the Frog. When he got to Parkland
High School, the young man, whose sole craftsmanship consisted of sewing a pillow, was so
intrigued by puppets that he created four of his
own: life-sized figures based on characters
in the Broadway play “Avenue Q.”
“They were awful puppets,” Becker
recalls, “but people loved them. Word got around, and I got a call from the
Civic Theatre of Allentown, asking me to make two puppets.”
From this casual beginning, Becker has leapt into the select world of
professional puppeteers, as a cast member of “ImaginOcean,” a traveling
musical with a long run off-Broadway before taking to the road to Jasper,
Ind., Detroit, Mich., and other Midwestern cities.
“ImaginOcean” was writtenn byy Tony
Tonny Award
A ar
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neee John
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Jo
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players to be the puppets. “They have to do the acting and emotion,” he says.
The effervescent puppeteer was born in Willamsport, Pa., and lived
in Milton, Pa., until the age of 6. His parents, who own a construction
company, moved around the Lehigh Valley, and Becker landed at Parkland
High School, where he performed in school plays. Living not far from New
York, he saw productions such as “A Christmas Carol,” starring Ben Vereen, at Madison Square Garden. After graduation, he worked as a cook,
an assistant in his family’s business and an employee at Home Depot. He
also acted in community theatre at the Pennsylvania Theatre and the Civic
Theatre of Allentown.
Deciding to expand his education, Becker enrolled at NCC as a
theatre major, performing in “Rain,” “Some Fish,” “No Elephants,”
“Halloween at Root Beer Gulch” and “Fuente Ovejuno,” for which he
made a puppet. The NCC theatre program augmented his skills. From
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fool
the
number
of
puppeteers called back
thhe nuu
dwindled
from
60
to
25 to 18. He won a part
dw
winndl
dled
ed fro
doing
promotions
for
the show at bookdoin
do
inng pr
p om
o
stores
and
fairs.
Then
one
day, at age 21, he
stor
st
ores
or
es and f
found
himself
in
the
cast
of
the show itself.
fooun
und hi
him
msse
Becker
delights
in
the
show,
especially the
Beckkeerr de
Be
responses
of
the
audience’s
children.
“They
scream
r spponse
re
onnse
sess o the au
with
glee,
they
jump
in
their
seats,
they
talk
to
the
pupwith
t gle
lee, theey jump
lee,
m in t
pets,”
Becker
says.
At
one
juncture
in
the
show,
one
fish
peets
pets
t ,” Bec
e keer sa
says
ys. A on
ys
ys.
receives
a
gift
from
another
fish.
The
recipient
says,
“I
don’t
reece
ceiv
ivves
es gifift
ft from
m ano
noth
thee
th
know
k ow what
kn
wha
hat too say.”
hat
saayy.”” The
The
h children invariably know the correct
r ct response:
re
resspo
p ns
nse:
e: “Say
“Sa
Sayy thank
than
th
han
ankk you!” In another instance, all the
puppets
get
a
friendship
pupp
pu
pppet
etss geet fr
frie
frie
iend
endsh
nddsh
shiip
ip bracelet, except for the octopus.
Some
children
empathize
Some chi
So
hild
hild
ldre
renn em
re
empa
path
pa
thhiz
i e and buy a bracelet at the concession
stand,
giving
it
to
sion
o sta
tand
nd,, gi
nd
givi
v ng
vi
n it o the
the
he stage manager for the sea creature.
“I
see
how
polite
the
ture
tu
ree. I see how pol
olititee the children are and how happy they
olit
are
to
show
the
fish
a e sho
ar
how
w the fish how
how
ow to
t behave,” Becker says.
Although
Becker
can
Alth
Al
Alth
thou
ouggh
ou
gh Bec
ecke
kerr can sing, dance and act, he sees
ke
himself
primarily
With the increasing
h ms
hi
msel
ellf pr
prim
imar
arilily
ar
illy as
as a puppeteer.
p
popularity
of
puppets
in
many
kinds
of shows, he envipoopu
pula
l ri
la
rity
tyy of pu
p pp
ppetts m
sions
plentiful
opportunities.
Now,
he
is excited about
siion
onss pl
plen
enti
en
tiifu
full oopppo
p rt
rtun
uunnitt
continuing
in
the
traveling
show.
cont
co
ntin
nt
innui
uing
ngg in the tr
trav
avel
av
elin
el
ingg
in
He is
is happy
haapp
p y to be
be doing
doii what he loves. “I can’t bedo
lieve
who have made a name
liiev
evee I am surrounded
sur
urro
r unnde
ro
dedd by people
p
for
themselves
in
the
field,
who
have
worked on ‘Sesame
foor th
t em
mse
selv
lvves in thhe fi
fieeelldd,,
Street,’”
he
says.
Stre
St
reeet
e ,,’’” e say
ays.
s. ◆
by Myra Saturen
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Before We Go

REFLECTION

on the importance

OF ART

Closing thoughts by Dr. Christine Pense, dean of humanities and social sciences

Wondering
about the importance of the arts
to our culture and our society
is like wondering about the importance of oxygen, or water, or
light. It’s not that we would die
without them; it’s more that we
live in them, by nature, every day.
In fact, most of us have already lived a life rooted in arts.
It started in childhood, in the
growth of personal skills and
graces. We had a bike, a pair
of roller skates, dance lessons
or a place on the soccer team.
We were given a battered band
trumpet or had a few years of
despised piano lessons. Some
of us “found” the arts in young
adulthood on the first school
bus trip to the Met. For others,
a great professor assigned a
book that spoke our own secret
thoughts back to us or showed
us a film that we couldn’t shake.
Most of us know the arts from
inside our own skin.
The arts are also a democratic

and community experience. The
arts are the oversized flower in
an outdoor mural; they are a stiff
civic statue that commemorates
a fallen policeman; they are the
splashy graffiti on the concrete
steps by the river. Some see the
arts as a special and rarified set
of experiences to exalt above
other experiences. But they
are not; instead, they are many
voices speaking from the community to the individual about what
is good in life.
The arts find a natural home
in the community college. Someone who didn’t know what community college is like might think
that because it is a practical
place, there’s no time or room
for “the arts.” How wrong! Our
students direct plays. They build
stage sets. They create interactive media displays. They prepare portfolios. They take part in
debates. They make videos. They
build cars. They compose. They
incorporate the arts into their

daily work. In fact, at a community college, talking about the
importance of the arts is preaching to the choir. We know. We
are the home of reinvention, of
exploration, of second chances,
of first tries.
The arts anchor a long-running and serious social debate:
What can we afford to give our
children? And that question takes
us back to the gifts we ourselves
were given. In an era of tight
budgets, asking what we can
afford to do is an important question, a responsible question. Asking what we cannot afford to do
without is just as responsible and

important. Fortunately, the arts
are stimulated by limitations and
contradictions. We nourish them
best by promising ourselves, and
our future selves, to live fully in
the beautiful everyday. ◆

About the Author: Dr. Pense has served NCC as an adjunct
faculty member, assistant dean and dean of humanities and
social sciences. The breadth and depth of her interests and
expertise can be seen in the variety of courses she has taught
thus far in her career: British and American literature, journalism, English, English as a Second Language, and science,
technology and society.
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