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It’s easy to get discouraged. Our nation is $14 trillion in debt. Economic malaise drags on. Fourteen million
Americans are out of work. More than 46 million live in poverty. Consumer confidence is low. Confidence in
government is even lower.
When it comes to debt reduction, job creation, tax reform, immigration, abortion, gay marriage and a host
of other issues, elected officials and the citizens they represent hold widely differing views. The pundits call
this polarization. Translated, that means that in Congress, in coffee shops, at dinner parties and on Twitter,
there’s a whole lot of bickering going on. We are out of sorts with each other.
In this issue, we examine not only the state of the union, but also the state of us — the 312 million
citizens who form the union. On pages 16 – 25, students and community leaders identify what they believe to
be the most pressing problems facing our country. Do you agree or disagree? Send your thoughts to hbutler@
northampton.edu, and we’ll post them on the NCC website to keep the conversation going.
On pages 26 – 35 and the inside back cover, you’ll find our contribution to NCC’s yearlong exploration of the
sesquicentennial of the Civil War in a series of essays in which NCC faculty members reflect on the state of the
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In this issue, we examine not only
the state of the union, but also
the state of us — the 312 million citizens
who form the union.
union in 1861 and the state of the union today. Discussions on related topics will be taking place on campus all
year, and you’re invited. You’ll find a schedule of upcoming events on page 12.
The focus on “The Civil War — The Meaning of Freedom” will culminate in April with a visit from Doris
Kearns Goodwin, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of “Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln.”
Her presentation and much of the other programming have been made possible by a “We the People” grant
from the National Endowment for the Humanities and by contributions from many of you.
That funding will enable us — along with the schools and libraries that are our community partners — to
lead an in-depth discussion each year on significant topics in American history and culture.
As we ponder the state of us, there are lessons to be learned from the study of history. It was differences
in religious practice that spurred many of the first settlers to seek the freedom to worship as they pleased in
what was to them a new land. In his essay on page 29, Professor John Thomas recounts differences of opinion
among framers of the Constitution. In other articles, Drs. Kiki Anastasakos and Michael McGovern write about
a time in our past when differences were not resolved peacefully.
Dissent is in our national DNA. As NCC graduate Francisco Rodriguez points out in his impassioned
reflection on the inside back cover, the right to hold contrary opinions is part of “the beauty of freedom.” The
challenge is not to let our differences embitter or immobilize us. u
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NCC FALL 2011 1

pulse
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt

He’s Back!
The new academic year got off to a terrifying start. Shortly after President Scott delivered his “State of the College” address, NCC’s goofy, but
beloved, mascot, Sam Spartan, was scheduled to give a pep talk to the faculty
and staff. While all eyes were on the stage, four ninjas moved quickly and stealthily
into Lipkin Theatre and abducted Sam, leaving behind a crudely pasted-together ransom
note that read: “If you ever want to see your mascot again, make sure you come to
Quadfest.” The note was signed “The EMM.” Who were the EMM? Where was Sam?
“Missing” posters went up in Bethlehem and in Monroe. Security guards chased down
several leads, but none led to Sam. A large crowd turned out for Quadfest, hoping to
secure Sam’s release. He was nowhere in sight, but the ninjas reappeared as suddenly as they had the week before, startling Student Senate Chair Tim Semonich
when they jumped on stage and wrested the mike from him. Ripping off their hoods,
they revealed themselves to be well-intentioned students who confessed to kidnapping Sam for an EMM — Emergency Mascot Makeover — so that he would better
represent NCC. The new and improved Sam then made his debut, looking a bit dazed,
but flexing his muscles and flashing the NCC “N” on his belt and shield. When you
run into him at sports events, be sure to congratulate him on his new “fit” self!

What’s Smaller Than a Bread Box, but Much More Powerful?
In every classroom at NCC and in
quite a few hallways and open
spaces, you’ll now see bright yellow boxes featuring a small display panel with a soft green glow.
In the case of a campus emergency, those monitors could deliver vital information to students, faculty
and staff in a matter of seconds
through a text message, flashing
2 NCC FALL 2011

lights, and/or sirens. “Messages
can be sent to an entire campus or
just to a single classroom,” says
Marvin Gruber, assistant director
of building services, grounds and
campus safety. They also can be
delivered to all the computers on
the college network and to digital
signs in public areas.”
Gruber and his staff oversaw

the installation of the emergency
alert system this past summer. The
College was able to purchase the
equipment with federal funding
secured by former Congressman
Paul Kanjorski. “The technology is
amazing and potentially life-saving,” says Mardi McGuire-Closson,
NCC’s vice president for student
affairs. “We feel very fortunate to

have it.” The College will continue
to send emergency text messages
to students and parents who sign
up to receive them on their cell
phones or via email, but classroom
and hallway monitors will not
require students or visitors to have
their own phones or computers to
get the information they need in
an emergency.

photo by philip stein
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UPdates
Presidential
Search
If your local CVS ran out of Visine earlier
this fall, members of NCC’s presidential
screening committee may be to blame.
They have been busy poring over applications from more than 60 candidates
for the presidency and interviewing
semi-finalists.
Based on the results of that process,
several candidates will be invited to campus to meet with students, faculty, staff,
alumni members of the Foundation Board
and the Board of Trustees.
Input from those meetings will help to
guide the trustees’ selection of a leader
to succeed Dr. Arthur Scott, who plans
to retire as president at the end of the
spring semester.
“We are ecstatic about the caliber
of the applicant pool,” says Thomas Doluisio, the trustee who chairs the search
committee. “There are a number of candidates who could do an exceptional job.”
Detailed information about the
search can be found at
http://bit.ly/q4x1jf.

New Campus
A full-service community college in
Monroe County came one shovelful closer
to becoming a reality at a groundbreaking
ceremony on Oct.18.
Community leaders joined students,
faculty and staff at the site on Route 715
that will someday mark the entrance to a
handsome 72-acre campus that will include classrooms, state-of-the-art science
and technology labs, an art studio and
gallery, a library and media center, athletic facilities, a food court, a child care
center and meeting space for students
and for the community.
Site preparation is under way, bids
have been solicited, and construction is
expected to begin in earnest in the spring.
If you have a 2014 calendar, circle
January for the grand opening!

NCC’s Got Talent
the creativity of students, faculty and staff is
delighting audiences far beyond the campus
and how to teach philosophy
in a yoga class. Burak also
introduces yoga to his philosophy students at NCC.

Platinum/palladium photographs by Professor of Art
Tom Shillea have been added
to the permanent collection of the George Eastman
House International Museum
of Photography in Rochester,
N.Y. — the world’s oldest
museum of photography and
the repository of some of the
world’s most renowned
photographic collections.
Shillea’s work is also
included in the collections
of the National Portrait
Gallery and The Philadelphia
Museum of Art.

An essay by Assistant Professor of Philosophy Ken Burak
is included in the book “Yoga
— Philosophy for Everyone:
Bending Mind and Body.”
Burak’s essay discusses why

Rachel Spinelli Punched Me
in the Face, Paul Acampora’s
second novel, has garnered
enthusiastic reviews. Acampora is the director of development and scholarships at
NCC. His novel was written
for 8- to 12-year-olds.

the college family also
includes poets:
Lindsay Ricken, a journalism major, recently had two
poems published in Heavy
Hands Ink, a print and online
poetry magazine. Randy
Boone, her poetry professor,

Portrait of Magenta - 1977 copyright Thomas Shillea

and Eleanor Foma Fatta, a
part-time faculty member who
received the adjunct award
for excellence in teaching
in 2007, both had haikus
published in the literary art
journal Red Poppy Review.

NCC culinary arts instructor
Susan Roth took first place in
the hotly contested Iron Chef
competition at The Great
Allentown Fair for the fourth
year in a row! The ingredients she had to work with
this year were lamb shanks,
a whole fish with scales,
corn and peaches. Now that
demands creativity! u
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great
expectations

Engagement

They hail from

Off to a Good Start

high schools all around the Lehigh Valley and beyond, planning
to pursue degrees in subjects
as varied as dental hygiene and
interior design. But the students
who began their studies at
Northampton Community College
this fall have this in common:
They all anticipate taking part in
an array of new experiences, and
they expect NCC to deliver.
The College’s newest students gathered together for the
first time in the Lipkin Theatre
over the summer for a series
of new student orientation
sessions, designed to familiarize them with the campus and
prepare them for the start of
classes. During her opening
address, Dean of Allied Health
and Sciences Carolyn Bortz welcomed students by encouraging
them to discover their newfound
sense of independence.
“Give yourself permission to
explore new opportunities and
4 NCC FALL 2011

ideas,” she said. “You are going
to be in for a very different experience than you had in high school.”
Students also received advice
from orientation leader Allie Nelson, 19, who shared these words
of wisdom taken from her studies
last year as an early childhood
education major: “Expect to challenge yourself, expect to work
hard, but also expect to have
fun,” she said.
Later, students were treated
to a Spartans of the Caribbeanthemed reception, in which they
learned how to defeat the “first
semester curse.” The session
featured a series of skits, which
addressed scheduling, purchasing books and parking challenges. Frank Pologruto, director
of Student Life, discussed the
importance of getting involved on
campus, noting a Harvard study
that concluded that 50 percent of
a student’s college education is
lost if he or she doesn’t become
involved in campus life.

Incoming freshman Tatiana
Santiago, 18, credited her participation in marching band with the
friendships she formed in high
school. Naturally, Santiago was
nervous about meeting a few
thousand new classmates when
she arrived to study sonography
in the fall.
“In high school, you have the
same friends for four years and
you’re able to stay in your comfort
zone,” said the Freedom High
School graduate. However, Santiago remained excited about the
new people she would meet while
becoming involved on campus.
Kimberly Edwards, 17, expected challenges of the academic
variety. As a biological sciences

major, Edwards will undoubtedly
encounter demanding classes
while achieving her goal of
becoming a pharmaceutical representative. Even before classes
started, she realized that the independent nature of college courses
would likely be a departure from
the classes she took at Notre
Dame High School.
Armed with the knowledge of
what to anticipate this fall, Edwards and the rest of the Class of
2013 left orientation prepared to
rise to these challenges and more
as they embrace college life. NCC
faculty and staff wouldn’t expect
anything less. u
by Michelle Eider

About the author: Michelle Eider remembers what it was like
to be a freshman. She survived it and is now a sophomore at
American University. She enjoyed interviewing new students
at NCC while interning in the College’s Public Information
Office over the summer.
photos by adam atkinson / luis vazquez

“Expect to challenge
yourself, expect to
work hard, but also
expect to
have
fun.”
Allie Nelson /
early childhood education

access

New Digs

campus

tour
If you haven’t visited NCC in a while (and by a while, we
mean since commencement), you’re in for a few surprises.
Join us for a quick tour:

Fowler Family
Southside Center

More than 22,000 people have
taken classes in the old Bethlehem Steel plant offices since
NCC purchased the building in
2005 and began transforming it
into an educational and community center. Now all six floors are
fully occupied. Over the summer, St. Luke’s Hospital and
Health Network moved
its SouthSide Medical
Center and KidsCare
pediatric practice to
the second floor. At the
ribbon-cutting ceremony,
St. Luke’s President and
CEO Rick Anderson said, “We
are very excited to partner with
NCC to bring our services closer
to the heart of South Bethlehem.”
The clinics are expected to serve
more than 50,000 patients a year.
NCC students will benefit as
well. Nursing and medical assisting majors will have the opportunity to gain valuable experience
observing, assisting and learning
from medical professionals as
part of their coursework.
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Monroe

Now it’s time to hop in the car
for the short trip to NCC Monroe.
The library there isn’t exactly spacious. That will change when the
new campus opens. In the meantime, students asked the Monroe
leadership team if it would be
possible to rearrange the student
lounge, known as “the Wedge,”
to make it more suitable for
studying, especially for groups.
Students who want to listen to
music or catch up with friends
can do so in the Community
Room, but those who want
to prep for an exam or plan
a presentation now head
for “the Wedge.”

Main Campus

Cross the street to the Gates
Center. What is that aroma as you
walk through the front doors of
Alumni Hall? It smells like freshly
baked bread, and it is. Not just
any bread, but sourdough and
other Old World artisan breads
prepared in a special oven donated to NCC’s culinary program
by the North American Association of Food Equipment Managers.
Make a note to stop back on
your way out to buy a loaf to
take home.

You can shop till you drop
at the new Spartan Shop
on the second floor of
the College Center. Here
you’ll find all things
orange and black, from
skinny T-shirts to comfy
sweatshirts to gloves. Be
prepared. The walls are
even painted orange. Might
be a good place to do your
holiday shopping.
If you want to say hello to NCC’s
beloved pizza maker, Alfie Piperata, you’re going to be disappointed. At 87, Alfie retired last
spring after serving up savory
pizza and friendly greetings to
hungry students (and faculty and
staff) for 20 years. He will always
have a place in their hearts.
And in the food court. The sign
at the pizza station now says
“Alfie’s Place.”

In the meantime, head
around the corner to
Hartzell Hall, where
there’s a homecoming
going on. After 15 years
in rented quarters at the
Lehigh Valley Industrial Park,
NCC’s electrical technology,
indoor environmental control and
welding programs have moved
back to the Main Campus. Solar
workshops, national electrical
code certification workshops, and
heating, ventilating and air conditioning (HVAC) certification testing
are now housed with other technical skills programs in this space.
Quite a few of these fields have
been identified as “high priority”
by the Pennsylvania Department
of Labor and Industry. “Having
all of these programs under
one roof is allowing greater
synergy for the students and
the faculty, as students
gain the practical experience they need to enter
the labor market,” says
NCC’s Dean of Business
and Technology Denise
Francois-Seeney. u

What’s that to the west of Reibman Hall? It’s a soccer field. A
first-class soccer field. With fences and banners and everything.
Go, Spartans!
In addition to cheering fans,
you may hear the happy
sounds of children at play
nearby. With the help of
a grant from the National
Endowment for the Arts, the
playground adjacent to the
Reibman Child Care Center is
being transformed into a natural
playscape designed to heighten
children’s appreciation of nature
and to foster the creativity that is
at the heart of the “Art as a Way
of Learning” program. Watch for
pictures in the spring.

Impressed with what you’ve seen? Stop by and visit in person. We’d love to see you!
Or tap into our virtual Main Campus, Southside and Monroe campuses at
http://www.northampton.edu/Media/map/campus.swf
photos by adam atkinson/betsy toole/st. luke’s hospital and health network
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Excellence

Heroes in Our Midst

when duty

calls

� A Salute to Those Who Answer �
Through credit and noncredit programs, community colleges
provide training for 85 percent of first responders. Last year, more
than 900 students took classes through Northampton Community
College’s Corporate and Public Safety division. This fall, we have
repeatedly been reminded of the contributions that they and their
counterparts across the nation make to all of our welfare.

Mourners filled the Spartan Center in August to pay tribute to Police Officer
Robert Allen Lasso, shown at left.

On Aug. 16, 2011,

NCC provided the site for the
funeral of Robert Allen Lasso
’04, a Freemansburg police officer killed in the line of duty.
The physical plant staff worked
through the weekend to prepare
the Spartan Center for his family
and friends, police, fire and dispatchers from Pennsylvania and
surrounding states, and others
who came to show their respect
for the young husband and father
who lost his life doing his job.
8 NCC FALL 2011

Less than two weeks later,
the staff in NCC’s Public Safety
and Emergency Services division
were among the first responders who dealt with the dangers
posed by Hurricane Irene as it
wreaked havoc from North Carolina to Canada. Tom Barnowski
and Kris Mattson coordinated the
volunteer response in Bushkill
and Hanover townships. Donald
Pond served as a communications
unit leader, handling radio communications in coastal states,

and then was on call as a ground
search-and-rescue team leader.
Chris Post spent the first night
of the storm at Lakehurst Naval
Air Station, “hunkered down in a
small building next to the gigantic
hangar where the Hindenburg
once was stored,” before being
dispatched to New York state to
assist in a search-and-rescue mission following what was thought
to be a dam break. Jackie LilleyMcCammon ’92 and Mike Krill ’99
both served on Post’s team.

In East Allen Township, volunteer firefighter Adam Grube,
a student at NCC, was involved
in a water rescue when a driver
ignored a road barrier and tried
to proceed through water he
thought to be innocuous. Grube
also helped a family evacuate after a broken water main
separated their house from its
foundation.
Early September brought
somber days as students, faculty and staff at NCC remembered
lives lost and changed by the
terrorist attacks on the United
States 10 years earlier. The
keynote speaker at programs
on both the Main and Monroe campuses was Associate
Professor of Criminal Justice
Vertel Martin. As a lieutenant
in the New York City police
department, Martin participated
in search-and-rescue operations at Ground Zero. She later
served as commanding officer
of the NYPD’s World Trade Center Missing Persons Task Force.
She has devoted herself to
teaching since retiring from the
police force. Last May, she was
presented with NCC’s Christensen Award for Excellence
in Teaching. u

photos Reprinted with permission of The Morning Call. All Rights Reserved/ bottom right adam atkinson

“The true heroes in my eyes are the men and
women first responders and volunteers who
provided auxiliary support to them as they
did their work in the wretched trenches.”

The events of 9/11/01 are all too real to Associate Professor
of Criminal Justice Vertel Martin. She was the highest-ranking officer in the NYPD’s Office of Internal Investigation in
Queens when the call came for “rapid mobilization”
after planes struck the towers of the World Trade Center.
“Time does not heal all wounds,” she told hushed crowds at
NCC’s Main and Monroe campuses this September. You
can hear her riveting speech on NCC’s YouTube channel,
http://www.youtube.com/user/SamSpartanNCC. Click on
“Playlists” and “NCC Events” and scroll down to
“Remembering 9-11.”
photo credit
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Engagement

Some Free Eats!

At NCC, students can prepare for careers in more than 100 different fields.
Sometimes, you can guess a student’s major by what is in his or her backpack. Other times the classroom “décor” gives it away. Can you match
the academic still lifes to students’ future professions? If so, our culinary arts students will treat you to a memorable meal. Readers with the
highest number of correct answers will be entered into a drawing for a gift
certificate for lunch or dinner for two at Northampton’s gourmet restaurant,
Hampton Winds. u
You can find clues in the Table of Contents.
E-mail your answers to pcanavan@northampton.edu.
Photos by NCC communication design major adam atkinson
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happenings
Art

Heading
for
College?

Nov. 2 – Dec. 15
InVision
High School
Photography
Exhibit
Communications Hall
Join us in a yearlong exploration of the progress we have made
toward national ideals in the years since the Civil War. Most of
the programming has been made possible by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities, matched by generous
donors. Community partners include the Bethlehem Area Public
Library, Bethlehem Area School District, Eastern Monroe Public
Library, Historic Bethlehem Partnership, Monroe County Historical Association and Stroudsburg Area School District.
For a full schedule of events, visit
www. northampton.edu/neh.

Traveling Exhibition

Oct. 31 – Dec. 13
Lipkin Theatre Lobby, Main Campus. Mondays, Wednesdays &
Fridays 1 – 5 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 a.m – 3 p.m.
& 5 – 8 p.m.
NCC will be one of only 200 sites nationwide to host “Lincoln:
The Constitution and the Civil War,” an exhibition for libraries,
organized by the National Constitution Center and the American
Library Association Public Programs Office and made possible by
a major grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
The exhibition is based on one by the same name developed by
the National Constitution Center.

Honoring Heroes

Veterans Week at the Monroe Campus
Nov. 7 A display of Army history will pay tribute to students
who served in the Army and National Guard.
Nov. 8 An exhibition will showcase the history of the U.S.
Navy from John Paul Jones to the present.
Nov. 9 Learn about the role women have played in
military aviation.
Nov. 10 Celebrate the Marine Corps’ 236th birthday as
Monroe County Marines participate in the tradition of reading
the commandant’s message.
Nov. 11 The Band of Brothers from the Monroe Campus will
dedicate a gazebo to wounded warriors from the area.
12 NCC FALL 2011

Theatre

Nov. 17 – 19, 21, 22
“The Fisher King”
Norman R. Roberts
Lab Theatre. Set
during the Civil War.
Call 610-861-5524
for reservations.

Music,
Dance and
Poetry

Nov. 2
Déjà Brew
Coffee House
Monroe, 6 p.m.
Nov. 11
Acta Non Verba
Presents Open
Floor/Open Mic
Student Life Zone,
6:30 p.m.
Dec. 8, 9
Dance Showcase
Lipkin Theatre
Call 610-861-5300
for times.

Film

Nov. 11, 12
Warren Miller’s
“Like There’s No
Tomorrow”
Lipkin Theatre
Call 610-861-5300
for times.

Nov. 12
“The Red Badge
of Courage”
Monroe, 1 p.m.
Nov. 13
“Gettysburg”
Lipkin Theatre, 1 p.m.

Cooking
Demos

For a list of cooking
classes or to register,
call toll-free 1-877543-0998.

Holiday
Fun

Dec. 1, 3, 4, 10
“Pirate Pete’s
Island Christmas”
An original holiday
show especially for
kids. Main, Monroe &
Southside. Call 610861-5524 for times.
Dec. 2
Holiday Concert
The NCC Community
Chorus brings you
“A Holly Jolly Holiday.” Lipkin Theatre,
7:30 p.m.
Dec. 7
Holiday Boutique
Shop till you drop.
Alumni Hall, 6 p.m.

Nov. 7 & Dec. 5
Information
Sessions at
NCC-Monroe
10 a.m.
Nov. 1, 22 & Dec. 6
Main Campus
Info Sessions
Student Enrollment
Center. Call 610-8615300 for times.
Nov. 19
Main Campus
Open House
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Especially
for Youth
Nov. 5, 12 & Dec. 3
Cops-n-Kids
Reading Room
Special activities
for young children.
Fowler Family
Southside Center,
10 a.m. – noon.
Nov. 12
Youth Chess
Championship

For registration and
information, call 610861-4120 or go to
www.northampton.
edu/youth. u

For event details and the latest information, visit
www.northampton.edu and click on “Calendar” at the top.

last
chance
enter by
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nominate yourself or someone you know
www.northampton.edu/billboardcontest

the

of

us

state

To help gauge “The State of US,” we asked
students and local leaders two questions:
1) What do you believe the biggest challenge
facing our nation today is and why?
2) Despite the challenges we face, what gives
you hope for the future? Their responses
were quite varied. Not everyone named the
economy as you might have expected. See if
you agree or disagree with their thoughts.

NCC FALL 2011 15

Carmen Twillie Ambar
President, Cedar Crest College

The real challenge, as I see it, is ensuring the creative,
analytical and technologically savvy citizenry that will
be needed to solve the world’s most complex problems.
We are hesitant to support changes in our K-12 schools
and in higher education. We must, however, find a
way to make the necessary changes in our educational
institutions if our country is going to be competitive in
this new global economy.
What gives me hope, as cliché as it may sound, is that I
am surrounded each day by eager, thoughtful, ambitious,
“world-changing” students at Cedar Crest College. My
sense of hope, therefore, runs deep.

Richard Anderson

President & CEO, St. Luke’s Hospital
& Health Network

The biggest challenge is … the United States is living
beyond its fiscal resources. There is a critical need for
the leaders of our nation, at both the executive and
the legislative branches of our government, to overcome the extreme partisan bickering and do the “right
thing” by being disciplined enough to stop the deficit
spending. It would appear that both parties’ leaders are
worried about being right at the expense of doing the
“right thing.” The dearth of leadership at the national
level of government is frightening.
What gives me hope is … America is a resilient nation
comprised of many different cultures and ethnicities,
which is a strength. I believe at the end of the day, as new
leadership is infused into the national landscape, the
challenges will be met and overcome, all to the good.

Zackary Audenried

Political science student at NCC

The greatest challenge facing our nation is being able
to compete in a rapidly developing world. The United
States has gone a long time without competition from
other countries, but this is changing as countries go
from developing to developed. As other nations prove
to be capable of inventing and manufacturing, it is
important that both the public and private sectors of
the United States begin to find new ways to compete
worldwide.
The main aspect of our country that gives me hope for
the future is our educational system. Some may criticize
education in the United States, but very few countries
have as many great colleges and universities as we do.
The education available in this country, whether it be
at community college or private university, encourages
students to become well-rounded individuals and to help
both the United States and the world.

Anne Baum

Vice President, Lehigh Valley
Capital BlueCross

The biggest challenge facing our nation is fading personal responsibility. Each of us is responsible for our
own actions, our successes and our failures —
 pointing
fingers and blaming others do not move us forward.
Hard work, taking charge of our own lives and striving
for greatness for ourselves and our community is the
spirit that we need to revive, nurture and encourage.
Kids, especially young adults, give me hope for the future.
They are so full of great ideas and potential. As we help
them harness that potential and believe in their talents
and abilities, our nation will thrive.
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“The biggest challenge
facing our nation is fading
personal responsibility.”
Anne Baum

Carmen Twillie Ambar, Richard Anderson, Zackary Audenried, Anne Baum

“The biggest challenge
we face is our
debt crisis.”

Scott V. Fainor

Shelley Brown, Edward Donley, Scott V. Fainor, Jennifer George ’98

Shelley Brown

President and CEO, The State Theatre
Center for the Arts

The greatest challenge facing our country is lack of
communication. In a world full of computers, cell
phones, blackberries ... whatever … we are more
divided than ever. Are we really a better country when
we don’t need to talk to each other? If you have access
to a computer, you have all of the information in the
library at your fingertips … but are we smarter? Do we
utilize the lessons of history? Or do we accept sound
bites as the truth?
What gives me hope is that for every building that is
burning, noble people are running into it to rescue others.
On the worst day in our history (or mine anyway), amazingly courageous Americans didn’t hesitate to go into the
Twin Towers to help people they didn’t even know. How
could that not inspire us?

Edward Donley

Former Chairman, Air Products and
Chemicals, Inc.

The biggest challenge facing industrial nations around
the world is a declining birthrate, which means, in
future decades, they will not have enough young
people to maintain their economies and support their
senior citizens. The biggest challenge for the U.S. is
to enhance the education of millions of young people
in our country [so that] we can gain an important
competitive advantage compared to other industrial
nations of the world.
What gives me hope is if we improve our immigration
and education laws, we will — in this century — produce
the youngest, best-educated citizenry on the earth. That
is an opportunity for all Americans to have hope and
confidence in our nation’s future.

Scott V. Fainor

CEO and President, National Penn

The biggest challenge we face is our debt crisis and
the need for legislators in Washington to show leadership and work together to reduce our country’s overall
debt and deficits. Second, while the debt crisis is being
addressed, the challenge is to create jobs through a
focus on tax code reform that will allow small business
owners and corporations to feel confident about increasing their workforce to get the economy moving forward.
What gives me hope is that we are fortunate to live in the
greatest country in the world and that Pennsylvania is a
strong, conservative state in which to raise a family and
do business. Furthermore, National Penn is in the best
financial position in its 137-year history. This strong
financial position allows us to weather a longer economic
slowdown, should this occur. It also allows us to be an economic driver, serving our customers within the markets
we do business, as our economy starts to grow.

Jennifer George ’98

Owner of Daily Grind and member of
Bath Borough Council

I believe greatest challenge America has today is reducing dependence on our government. This will help
balance our national budget, which is so crucial. Americans should not be depending on government for health
care, food, jobs or retirement.
I have hope for the future because we are a free nation,
able to vote and hold our elected officials responsible for
the choices they make. It is up to us to vote and seize the
opportunities that are available in this great nation.
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Susan Gilmore

President, United Way of the Lehigh Valley

One of our biggest challenges is poverty; 2009 marked
the greatest number of people living in poverty for the
entire 51 years that poverty estimate records are available. This increase is largely attributed to the rise in
poverty among children. Research shows that children who experience poverty early in their lives are
more likely to drop out of school than children who
experience poverty later in life. An uneducated child
affects our entire community for years.
At our United Way, we see generosity every day through
giving, volunteering and advocating. Our Lehigh Valley
has a very generous spirit, which was evident by our
4-percent increase in giving last year, despite these tough
economic times. It is this unwavering goodness that I
see every day through our supporters and our agency
partners — working together to ensure that everyone in
Lehigh Valley gets the opportunity for a good life — that
gives me hope for the future.

Mandy Hart

Business administration major

The greatest challenge our nation is facing is overpopulation. Overpopulation has affected our climate,
finances, budget deficits, animal species extinction,
housing, jobs and so much more. It has increased
our poverty levels, usage of natural resources and the
amount of pollution created in our nation today. As the
population grows, the more resources we will deplete.
What gives me hope is that many families today are
“going green.” Our nation has realized the effects that
we have had on our planet. States have implemented
laws on littering, recycling and the killing of endangered
animals. Hybrid cars help to minimize pollution, and
President Obama has given incentives to purchase these
vehicles. If we all work together, we can get the world
“back into shape.”
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T. Anthony Iannelli
President/CEO, Greater Lehigh
Valley Chamber of Commerce

It’s hard to pick just one challenge, but if I have to, at
this point, I would say jobs. Particularly jobs that will
continue to allow the middle class to buy a home, a
couple of cars, send their kids to college and live the
American dream.
What gives me hope is basically our track record. Americans have always figured out a way to overcome lots of
obstacles. I am hopeful that will repeat itself.

Alan Jennings

Executive Director, Community Action
Committee of the Lehigh Valley

The biggest challenge facing our nation is that we
seem to have lost the will. We can save the middle
class, we can uplift the poor, we can be more inclusive,
less divisive, better stewards of our environment, more
responsible for the generations behind us. But people
are being led astray by a small, well-funded band of
mean-spirited people who are very effective at convincing others that they can somehow thrive in a society
where so many are left behind, where the victims are
the perpetrators, where right is wrong, war is peace,
love is hate.
What gives me hope is that deep in my gut, I believe most
people want to do better by their neighbors. I believe hope
can reign over cynicism, idealism over apathy, tolerance
over exclusion. We are Americans, after all.

“The biggest challenge
facing our nation is
that we seem to have
lost the will.”
Alan Jennings

Susan Gilmore, Mandy Hart, T. Anthony Iannelli, Alan Jennings

Debbie Salas-Lopez

M.D., M.P.H., Chair, Department of
Medicine, Associate Chief Medical Officer,
Lehigh Valley Health Network (LVHN)

Victor D. Lesky

Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools,
Nazareth Area School District

The biggest challenge facing our nation today is a stagnant economy. A society should be judged on how it
cares for those who are least able to care for themselves:
our children and our elderly. Without a robust economy,
the ability and resources to provide our youth with an
education that will allow them to be successful in the
21st century and for our aged to live their final years of
life with dignity are being severely impacted.
What gives me hope is that I believe our society will
realize that we have elected leaders from the extreme ends
of both political parties. A majority of these individuals
have refused to work together for the good of all the American people. Our political representatives have placed
party partisan politics over the needs of those they serve.
My hope is the electorate will replace these individuals
with leaders who are willing to take the best ideas of both
parties and combine them into policy that will return our
country to the elite worldwide status it once held.
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The biggest challenge facing the nation is health
care reform. While many aspects of reform remain
unknown and many of reform’s provisions don’t take
hold for three more years, there are some things we do
know. As pressure mounts on federal and state governments to reduce spending, hospitals will receive less
reimbursement for care. As a result, health networks
like ours will need to change. While we will always
provide high-quality care for illness, our success also
will be measured by how well we keep people healthy
and out of the hospital.
What gives me hope is that LVHN remains committed to
creating a healthier Lehigh Valley. We believe the steps
we have taken in the past, and our plan for the future,
will help make that monumental goal a reality.

Mike Silvoy
Psychology major

The biggest challenge facing our nation is overcoming
the steady but continuous economic dive. Americans
across the nation are still losing their jobs, small businesses, homes, medical coverage and perhaps even their
faith. The biggest challenge is to rebuild our economy
back to when it was best years ago.
What gives me hope for the future is American will.
America is an extremely proud country with some of
the brightest individuals in the world. This country has
overcome so much in her past, from the Great Depression
to 9/11. Americans will always stand together when our
country needs us most. Our economy will get worse before
it gets better, but I think in the long run we will be fine.

“The biggest challenge
facing our nation today is
a stagnant economy.”
Victor D. Lesky

Victor D. Lesky, Debbie Salas-Lopez, Mike Silvoy

Martin K. Till

President & Publisher, Lehigh Valley
Media Group

The biggest challenge we face today is that too many
people are willing to take, but very few want to contribute. How many people do you know who always
spend time trying to “beat” the system? Our politicians
of today know that only 15 percent or so of you are
going to vote, so they don’t worry about the 85 percent
who don’t. Instead, you have policies, legislation and
new laws being passed to keep the few “voters” happy.
Republicans and Democrats play the game. It seems
that any political party of “common sense” has been
replaced by extremes on both sides.
What gives me hope is that once the effects of the laws,
taxes and economy start to directly impact each person,
we will demand appropriate action and accountability
in Washington and state capitals. Once the majority, not
the vocal minority, gets a say in the process, we’ll see legislation and programs implemented that benefit all parts
of our population — not just those who have great lobbyists in Washington and Harrisburg.

Craig Todd

District Manager, Monroe County
Conservation District

We are facing challenges because overconsumption
and the environmental impacts of our lifestyles are
catching up to us. The challenge we face is to rethink
how we interact with our environment and look
within ourselves, not out, for the answers. Thanklessness, sacrifice and tolerance will be needed, individually and collectively. We can continue to prosper, we
just need to do it in a sustainable manner.
What gives me hope is that I’ve seen us significantly
reduce the environmental impacts of our behaviors in
my lifetime. During times of adversity, we usually react
in one of two ways: We deceive ourselves by rationalizing
and then acting on our beliefs, or we pursue knowledge
and understanding, which creates the power and will to
make necessary change. We’ll eventually do the latter,
but in the process, we’ll be awfully hard on ourselves.

Matthew Walters

President of the student body at NCC’s
Monroe Campus; Army veteran

I believe getting control of the nation’s spending is
the biggest challenge and should be top priority, most
particularly our international flow. I believe if we can
achieve some stability there, the ripple effect will hit
our economy in a positive way.
What gives me hope is that President Obama made it
clear in his last State of the Union address that there
wasn’t enough spending going on in the U.S. If he and
his successor continue to address the problem, I have
hope that in the near future the pieces will start falling
into place.

Karl M. Weiler
Chairman, Weiler Corp.

The biggest challenge our country faces is lack of leadership. Leadership is needed to allow our country to
create jobs and keep us from going broke. The recent
charade that Congress and the President went through
in increasing the debt limit and not cutting costs is testimony to this. Politicians of both parties are primarily interested in perpetuating themselves in office and,
therefore, cater to voters who are looking for more
from the public treasure.
As to the hope for the future, I feel somewhat sanguine
about the willingness of our young people who have
served our country in Iraq and Afghanistan to serve in
Congress and to make decisions that are in the best interest of the country. We, as a country, face a very critical
task in 2012 to elect responsible people to Congress who
will commit to serving no longer than 12 years and then
never becoming lobbyists afterward. Our nation’s future
depends on it.
Our thanks to Beth Orenstein for conducting
these interviews.
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“We are facing challenges
because overconsumption
and the environmental
impacts of our lifestyles are
catching up to us.”

Craig Todd
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BY DR. MICHAEL J. MCGOVERN
n the winter and spring of 1861, the state of the American union
was “imperiled.”
The preceding November, the presidential election had gone
to the relatively unknown and inexperienced Abraham Lincoln,
of Illinois, an attorney and former one-term congressman best
known then for his wit, oratory and ambition for higher office.
Elected with only 39 percent of the popular vote, he defeated
three candidates from a sectionally fragmented opposition on a
platform declaring slavery a moral evil and opposing its extension
into the western territories of the nation but not demanding its
eradication in the southern states, where it was constitutionally
protected. Nevertheless, Lincoln’s views put him on a collision course with the increasingly frayed sensibilities of the 15 southern slave states, which labeled him (incorrectly)
as an abolitionist zealot.
Southerners saw his views on slavery at odds with the law of the land. The Supreme
Court had affirmed in 1857, in Dred Scott v. Sanford, that slaves (indeed all black residents of the country) were outside the protection of the Constitution. The court had
Battle of Bull Run, Va. Fought July 21, 1861, between the Federal
Army, commanded by General McDowell, and the Confederate Army,
commanded by Generals Beauregard and Johnston
Illustration from Frank Leslie’s “The Soldier in Our Civil War,” a
pictorial history of the Civil War published in 1893.
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also struck down the congressionally imposed boundary separating free and
slave territories, thereby opening the entire southwest to “rights” to own and
transport four million Americans legally defined as chattel property.
Southerners had long resented what they perceived as the arrogance,
bombast and self-righteousness of the North. For more than 30 years, they
had protested the trampling of their rights regarding issues such as protective
tariffs, state sovereignty and general inequities in wealth, status and political
power. They (perhaps willfully) failed to see the clear connection between these
issues and their “peculiar institution” of slavery, which they defended fiercely as
a “positive good.” Instead, they argued the federal government had usurped the
“reserved rights of the States,” an argument based in part on the 10th Amendment to the Constitution.
Shortly after Lincoln’s election, South Carolina announced its “secession” from the union, a dubious constitutional process soon replicated by six
more southern states. As the president-elect left Illinois on his journey to

President Lincoln taking the oath of office at his second
inauguration, March, 4, 1865

A slave market in Atlanta, Ga., in 1864
Washington, those seven states met in Montgomery, Ala., to proclaim a new
“confederacy” and prepare a constitution dedicated to the principles of state
sovereignty and the permanence of slavery.
When the “republic” of South Carolina demanded the return of all federal
property within its borders, including the symbolically important Fort Sumter
in Charleston Bay, lame duck President James Buchanan backed away from a
feeble attempt to reinforce it and left the fate of Sumter and the South to be
resolved by the new president.
Although his racial views in 1861 were disappointingly similar to those
of most 19th-century whites, Lincoln saw the union as indissoluble and had
famously proclaimed in 1858 that “a house divided against itself cannot
stand.” In mid-April, he took actions to relieve Fort Sumter, which precipitated
a Confederate assault on that garrison, triggering a call for 75,000 volunteers
to put down the rebellion. Four more states subsequently seceded, and a civil
war began in earnest.
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Despite considerable advantages in population and resources, Lincoln’s
administration faced critical domestic and foreign challenges over the next
four years. The nation’s military leadership was either aged, inexperienced
or signing on with the South. Its most notable officer, Robert E. Lee, left the
army after Fort Sumter and returned home to defend Virginia. He was soon
joined by Thomas Jackson, J.E.B. Stuart and others who became dangerous
and legendary battlefield adversaries. In 1861, the U.S. Navy had fewer than
12 ships ready for service close to home.
Europe watched with quiet satisfaction as the American experiment in
republican government seemed to be disintegrating after just 85 years. While
European governments worried about the instability that civil war could bring to
the American continent, Britain and France needed southern cotton and were
hoping the Confederacy would succeed in winning independence.
Lincoln also confronted a divided North. Abolitionists and key members of
his own Republican party initially urged the administration to “let the erring
sisters depart in peace.” As the war dragged on with horrific casualty lists,
Lincoln faced powerful opposition from anti-war Democrats and others that
did not subside until late in the conflict, when emancipation and Union military victories made the final outcome apparent.
As Lincoln left Springfield for his inauguration on Feb. 11, 1861, he had
spoken wistfully to his neighbors and friends from the back of his railroad
car: “I now leave, not knowing when, or whether ever, I may return, with a
task before me greater than that which rested upon Washington … let us
confidently hope that all will yet be well.” It would be his final farewell to his
adopted hometown, and he probably knew then that all would not be well.
Two months later, an American apocalypse erupted that claimed 625,000
lives, including his, and changed forever the meaning of the American nation.

About the author: Dr. Michael McGovern earned a bachelor of arts
degree in history with highest honors from Mount St. Mary’s College
and went on to complete a master of arts degree in history from
Niagara University and a doctorate in higher education administration from Lehigh University. “The Civil War and Reconstruction” is among the American history courses he teaches at NCC.
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BY JOHN G. THOMAS III

The Powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
U.S. Constitution, Amendment X
hese 28 words from the Bill of Rights
have provided more than two centuries
of tension and debate.
Having just fought a war to earn
their independence, the residents of a
struggling new nation had to organize a
loose federation of 13 colonies into some
sort of governable entity. Their first attempt
at a written set of rules, the Articles of Confederation, proved to be ineffective.
Meeting to amend and improve those
rules, the group of men who assembled in Philadelphia in May of 1787 determined that a rejection of the Articles and the drafting of a new governing document were necessary. A “package” of at least 10 amendments — commonly
referred to as the Bill of Rights — was held back for action until the basic
Constitution could be ratified, but those provisions, including what is now the
10th Amendment, lurked in the minds, if not on the parchment papers, of the
delegates to the Constitutional Convention.
Imagine the impassioned discussions that could be heard in what is now
called Independence Hall or in a nearby city tavern as 18th-century farmers and
businessmen tried to create an instrument that would embody a set of enduring, noble principles in a grand experiment for a new country and its people.
Even the most visionary of our forefathers had no concept of how the
game of “rounders” would provide a foundation for thousands of future
Philadelphians to cheer World Series championship teams or of how a horsedrawn buggy would evolve into a vehicle with horsepower as a performance
measure. They certainly did not envision a world in which good people would
board massive vessels of metal, plastic and electronics to travel around the
globe, while bad people would use those same inventions to wreak havoc by
flying into buildings of unimaginable height.
Instead they wrestled with other challenges, one of which was trying to

strike a balance between the fervent ideals of states’ rights and a concept
of federalism, vesting at least some authority in a new central government.
They assigned the national Congress powers, such as securing copyrights
and patents, establishing post offices and raising armies, but subsequently, they
also took care to restrict the federal government’s power in regard to freedom of
speech, freedom of religion and unreasonable searches or seizures. Similarly,
states were constitutionally vested with certain powers, such as determining
the manner for appointment of presidential electors and officers in the militia,
but were prohibited from entering into treaties and coining money.
The adoption of the Constitution and its first 10 amendments did little to
mitigate the controversy over this juxtaposition of powers. When the nation
entered into the Civil War, the issue was drawn clearly into focus by the
Preamble to the Constitution of the Confederate States: “We, the people of
the Confederate States, each State acting in its sovereign and independent
character, in order to form a permanent federal government …”
As we observe the current political maneuvering of federal and state governments, candidates for office and an engaged electorate, the debate continues when it comes to issues such as interstate commerce, universal health
care, educational standards, immigration policy and many more.
Did the Founders lock us into a perpetually unsolvable dilemma with those
powerful 28 words in the Bill of Rights, or does the amendment reflect an unappreciated genius to provide a forum amenable to an ever-changing world?

About the author: Prior to joining the faculty at NCC, John Thomas
served as an attorney in the United States Army and in the private
sector. Before retiring from the military, he taught at West Point. At
Northampton, he teaches business law and coordinates a paralegal
program approved by the American Bar Association. He was the
recipient of the coveted Christensen Award for Excellence in Teaching in 2008.
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BY DR. VASILIKI ANASTASAKOS

Wars should be remembered, not celebrated. They should
be held, like mirrors, for us to see our reflection in and to
remember lessons we should not forget.
he Civil War, with its approximately 10,455
military engagements, resulted in total
casualties of 620,000. The Union lost
110,100 soldiers in action and another
224,580 to disease. The Confederates
lost approximately 94,000 as a result of
battle and another 164,000 to disease.
When the monetary cost of the war was
tallied up 14 years after it ended, the total
came to $6,190,000,000. The physical devastation was immense. Burned homes, huge losses in crops and farm animals,
and destroyed buildings, roads and bridges left the South in ruins.
The enormous price of war has only increased since 1865. Scholars
involved in the “Costs of War” project at Brown University’s Watson Institute for International Studies report that since Sept. 11, 2001, the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan have claimed the lives of 225,000 soldiers and civilians, including 6,000 U.S. troops and 2,300 contractors. They estimate the
number of displaced Afghans and Iraqis at eight million and war expenditures (some paid and some obligated to be paid) at $3.2 million or more, not
including the environmental toll of dangerous levels of toxic dust, deforestation and fuel consumption.
Despite the tremendous cost of the Civil War, the United States became
the world’s leading industrial nation shortly after 1865. The unprecedented
economic growth of the “Second Industrial Revolution” led to a period of
prosperity that Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner dubbed “The Gilded
Age” in their 1873 book “The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today.”
A class of super-rich industrialists and financiers such as Cornelius
Vanderbilt, John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie and J.P. Morgan wielded
great influence in the years after the Civil War. Their critics called them
“robber barons,” referring to their use of overpowering and sometimes
unethical financial dealings in an era when many American workers worked
12-hour days, six days a week, in noisy, unhealthy and unsafe factories. Hundreds of thousands of them were young women and children under the age
of 16. Garment workers toiled in crowded urban sweatshops, steel workers
suffered burns from spills of hot steel, and coal miners died in cave-ins.
In the eyes of the public, the late 19th century was a period of greed,
unscrupulous speculators, shady business practices, political corruption
and conspicuous consumption. The same words may describe quite accurately the conditions in America in 2011.
Unemployment remains at nearly 10 percent, the highest level in nearly
30 years; foreclosures have forced millions of Americans out of their homes;

and real incomes have fallen faster and further than at any time since the
Great Depression.
And yet, a huge share of the nation’s economic growth over the past 30
years has gone to the wealthy. In an article titled “How Rich Are the Super
Rich?” on motherjones.com, Dave Gilson and Carolyn Perot report that the
top 100th of 1 percent of Americans now make $27 million per household,
while the average income for the rest of Americans is $31,244.
It is no wonder that contemporary historians like Steve Fraser argue that
we are living through a second Gilded Age. In his latest book, “Wall Street:
America’s Dream Palace” (2008), Fraser draws two parallels between the
first and the second Gilded Age. The first is the big disparity between the
rich and poor and the increasing strain on working Americans. The second
is cronyism, or what he calls “this close, almost incestuous relationship
between business and government.”
Legendary journalist Bill Moyers expresses powerfully how the enormous economic divide is inexorably linked to profound political inequality:
“Washington is a divided city — not between north and south as in Lincoln’s time, but between those who can buy all the government they want
and those who can’t even afford a seat in the bleachers.”
According to Twain, history may not repeat itself, but it certainly does
rhyme. As a result of the appalling working conditions of the first Gilded
Age, there were powerful labor uprisings, such as the Homestead Strike
of 1892; the Pullman Strike of 1894; the Great Railroad Strike of 1877;
and the Great Uprising of 1886. The first Gilded Age fostered cultural and
social forces, which led to the first labor unions; the Progressive movement;
and significant political and economic reforms as well as improvements in
working conditions, education, health and women’s rights.
Will the second Gilded Age echo similar demands from working Americans? Only time will tell. Meantime, let us heed a potent warning from that
great American reformer, abolitionist, writer, statesman and former slave
Frederick Douglass:
“No republic is safe that tolerates a privileged class or denies to any of
its citizens equal rights and equal means to maintain them.”
About the author: A member of the NCC faculty since 2003, Dr.
Vasiliki Anastasakos was named Pennsylvania Professor of the
Year by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the Council for Advancement and Support of Education
in 2009. She currently holds the Robert J. Kopecek Endowed Chair
in the Humanities at NCC with a focus on “Educating Students for
Peaceful Citizenship.”

Statistics on the human and monetary costs of the Civil War come from the “Historical Times Encyclopedia of the Civil War,” edited by Patricia L. Faust, as cited on the website
http://www.civilwarhome.com/casualties.htm. The “Costs of War” report can be found at http://costsofwar.org/.
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liberty
and justice
for all?
By Dr. Virginia Gonzalez

As we remember and honor the events and the passions
that propelled us as a nation into the Civil War, questions
loom. How has the promise of equality and human dignity
fared in the 150 years since the war’s conclusion?
t is certain that we have improved as a nation. Our laws
no longer allow humans to enslave other humans, but
are we who we think or wish we were?
It took many years after the Civil War for AfricanAmericans to gain even the semblance of equality.
It was not until after the Civil Rights movement of
the 1960s that “White Only” water fountains, restrooms and waiting rooms finally disappeared from
our landscape. Are we now one people, equal and
free? It is difficult to say yes when black and Hispanic unemployment rates soar above those of whites. It is difficult to
say yes when the incarceration rates for blacks and Hispanic males are
double or triple those of whites. It is difficult to say yes when black and
Hispanic school attendance and achievement lag significantly behind that
of white children.
What has made our progress so slow? Why are we not united in this pluralistic country, which espouses “liberty and justice for all” and a creed that
“all men are created equal”? Is a history embedded with slavery and allegations of racial inferiority set to doom us forever? Or is there something else
in our national identity that has perpetuated a problem that persists from
150 years ago?
Research shows that most whites believe that prejudice and discrimination have largely been eradicated in the United States, yet African-Americans and Hispanics still speak of subtle (and sometimes not so subtle)
discrimination that ranges from not being encouraged to achieve, to poorer
conditions for schools and diminishing funds for social supports, to exclusion from privileged circles of mentoring,
It is not only lack of opportunity, but also low expectations that can
shape experience. Claude Steele, a prominent researcher on race, found
that there is a phenomenon called stereotypic threat that holds back the
achievement of a group when we believe in our consciousness that it is
inferior to others. Studies show that stereotypic threat still holds back the
achievement of our African-American and Hispanic youth.
Our history is filled with instances that illustrate that the path to equality has not been a straight line. In the 1870s, Native American children were
separated from their parents and forced to attend boarding schools off their
reservations with the intent of “civilizing” them by stripping them of their
culture and language and instead substituting white cultural standards and
English. More than 100 such schools existed to “tame savages,” including
one in Carlisle, Pa. Acceptance into American society was synonymous with
a homogenous culture open to no deviation.
In 1942, after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 11,000 Japanese Americans,
mostly residing on the West Coast, were stripped of their property and possessions and placed in relocation camps based solely on their race. The
U.S. Census Bureau helped to identify individuals of Japanese heritage.

Ronald Reagan later acknowledged that this action was based on racial
prejudice, war hysteria and poor leadership decisions. Again, overt racism
was allowed to prevail.
Today, immigrants, especially those of Hispanic descent, are under
attack through a new series of immigration laws being passed by individual
states and cities. Just last year, Arizona made the failure to carry immigration documents a crime and allowed police to engage in blatant racial profiling regardless of an individual’s citizenship status.
Restrictions reminiscent of the prohibition against interracial marriages
years ago make it impossible for gay and lesbian couples to marry in 31
states. Individual states have supported a mishmash of liberties and restrictions based on sexual orientation.
So where are we as a nation? How have the vestiges of slavery, one
cause of the Civil War, permeated our culture?
When we are part of an “ingroup,” we recognize a range of abilities,
individual personalities and a diversity of characteristics within that group.
“Stranger groups” or “outgroups” are viewed as homogeneous, lacking in
range and diversity, and often inferior. Prejudgments such as these create
situations in which races, genders or ethnic groups are treated in a discriminatory way. By anticipating behaviors, individuals are not allowed to prove
themselves in their own right. This is the reason why blacks and women
were denied college educations and the right to vote for so long; it is the
reason why Japanese Americans were placed in relocation camps. It is the
reason why immigration laws are being passed willy-nilly.
How can we overcome the prejudice and discrimination that plague us
to this day? One solution is education — education that respects the plurality and richness of diversity of the individuals who form our nation. Another
is by extending ourselves as individuals to know one another, to embrace
difference but search for commonalities. Last but not least, we must challenge ourselves to be inclusive, to open up our belief system for examination and to be willing to modify beliefs based on new information.
When we are reflecting on the anniversary of the Civil War, we should
remember with pride the abolition of slavery, but we must not forget that
we are not yet a nation of equal opportunity for all. There is still work to be
done to honor those who died to make us “one nation, indivisible.” It is work
worth pursuing and accomplishing.
About the author: In her role as a counselor at NCC, Dr. Virginia
Gonzalez has been a champion for diversity issues on campus and
nationally, serving as a board member for the American Association for Hispanics in Higher Education for five years and being the
principal author of the Diversity Statement and founder of the Hispanic Caucus at NCC. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Moravian
College, master’s degrees from Boston University and Columbia
University and a doctorate from Columbia University.
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who knew?

19 Facts About theCompiled
CivilbyWar
that
may
surprise
you
Myra Saturen
During the Civil War, the word “deadline”
meant literally what it said. Coined in 1864, the
expression referred to “a line drawn within or
around a prison that a prisoner passes at the
risk of being shot.”

brooch. The most common mourning symbol was
that of a weeping willow.
The Civil War marked the first extensive use
of railroads to transport and supply soldiers in
the field.

but this law was later declared unconstitutional
by the Supreme Court in 1883 on the premise of
states’ rights.

The electric telegraph came into its own during
the war, although it had been previously used
during the Crimean War.

Osborne Perry Anderson (1830-1871) was the
only black survivor of John Brown’s raid on the
United States arsenal in Harper’s Ferry, then part
of Virginia. He was born free in Chester, Pa., and
fought in the Civil War. Anderson wrote the only
first-person account of the raid.

Although ancient in origin, trench warfare was
first used extensively and routinely during the
Civil War.

In addition to developing nursing as a skilled
profession during the Civil War, Clara Barton
also spearheaded a national project to identify
missing soldiers. After the war, she founded the
American Red Cross.

620,000 soldiers died in the Civil War, exceeding
the total number of war-related deaths in any
conflict in which the United States has been
involved from the Revolutionary War through
the present.

The United States Army Signal Corps originated
during the Civil War. Corpsmen used communication and information systems to convey what the
Confederate Army was up to.

Harriet Tubman, herself an escaped slave, helped
at least 60 slaves flee to the north via the Underground Railroad, maintained by Quakers and free
African-Americans in Delaware and Pennsylvania.

The last of periodic reunions of Civil War
veterans at Gettysburg — Union and Confederate — took place July 1 – 4, 1938, on the 75th
anniversary of the battle. The average age of
participants was 94.

Abraham Lincoln often carried papers in his tall hat.

The Confederate Conscription Act of 1862 was
the first general draft in America. All white men
between the ages of 18 and 35 were required
to register for a three-year commitment. Some
were exempted because of disability or essential
war-time occupations. Draftees had to be at
least 5 feet, 6 inches tall. Recruits could buy their
way out of service by providing a substitute or
paying $500 to the government.

The first Union officer casualty of the Civil War
was Elmer E. Ellsworth, a lawyer and friend
of Abraham Lincoln. Ellsworth was shot by an
innkeeper while trying to remove a Confederate
flag from the inn’s roof on May 24, 1861, the day
after Virginia officially seceded from the Union.

Approximately 180,000 African-Americans comprising 163 units served in the Union Army during
the Civil War, and many more African-Americans
served in the Union Navy. Both free AfricanAmericans and runaway slaves joined the fight.
The war engendered a “culture of mourning,”
with mourning embroidery, vases and hair
jewelry — locks from a departed loved one,
mounted in a crystal and encased in a locket or

Abraham Lincoln’s last undisputed descendant,
his great-grandson, Robert Lincoln Beckwith,
died in 1985. Beckwith described his occupation
as “gentleman farmer.”
The famous photograph of Abraham Lincoln’s
funeral procession through New York City captured two little boys gazing from a window. One
boy was future president Theodore Roosevelt,
while the other was Elliott Roosevelt, father of
Eleanor Roosevelt.

Along with hard tack (dry water-and-flour biscuits), Civil War soldiers consumed relatively
new fare such as commercially canned peaches,
peas and sardines, preserved and packaged
according to a process invented 30 years before,
and condensed milk, invented by a male entrepreneur, Gail Borden, in 1855. Borden’s invention
became the basis of the Borden Milk Company.

By the Civil Rights Act of 1875, all hotels, restaurants and theaters were officially integrated,

Sources: “1938 Gettysburg Reunion.” Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia. 11 June 2011. Wikimedia Foundation, Web. 9 June 2011; <http://bit.ly/klWQn4>; Edwards, Owen. “Lincoln’s Loss.” Smithsonian Magazine Online. Smithsonian.com, April 2011. Web. 9 June 2011. http://bit.ly/iFj902; Hagerman, Edward. The American Civil War and the Origins
of Modern Warfare. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 1988. Print; Volo, Dorothy, Dennen. Daily Life in Civil War America. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1998. Print; “The Civil
War.” PBS. Public Broadcasting Service, 2002. Web. 9 June 2011. <http://to.pbs.org/ivGEsx />; Catton, Bruce. A Stillness at Appomattox. New York: Doubleday, 1953. Print; Oates,
Stephen B. With Malice Toward None: A Life of Abraham Lincoln. New York: Harper & Row, 1977. Print.
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Seeing America
through New Eyes
By Myra Saturen
From nearly 70 countries around the globe, international students come to NCC to learn English
and absorb American culture. Some immigrated to this country years ago and want to prepare for
citizenship or to better communicate with their American-raised children. Some are here to obtain
a degree or special training. NCC helps these new Americans and international students become
acclimated to American life.
In ESL (English as a Second Language), summer exchange and CCID (Community College International Development) programs, students of varied ages and backgrounds explore American culture
as well as the English language.
After emigrating from Peru, physician Hernan Soto and his wife, Victoria Esquerre, enrolled in
ESL classes to improve their English so that they could begin new careers. “We plan to be in the
United States the rest of our lives,” Soto says.
Other ESL students practice for parent/teacher conferences, medical appointments and trips to
the post office. One student, from Eritrea, rehearsed discussing a pay discrepancy with her employer.
Classmates demystify colloquial expressions: “Gotta.” “Gonna.” “I kept hearing ‘gotta’ and ‘gonna’
and didn’t know what they meant,” ESL students have said. They discover the American custom of
shaking hands on acquaintance and the protocols of inviting guests to dinner.
David Gutierrez, an electromechanical technology major from Nicaragua who attended NCC
last year, found the informality between teachers and students intriguing. “I also saw that young
people often move away from their parents after they graduate. In Nicaragua, families remain more
centralized,” he said. Mohamed Hagag, an engineering major from Egypt and an ESL graduate, had
the quintessential cultural experience — running for, being elected to and serving as chairperson
of the NCC Student Senate.
Mohamed’s sister, Esraa Hagag, an ESL student and general studies major, noted that Egyptian
families prefer meals freshly prepared at home to those made in restaurants. Since coming here,
however, she has come to love fast food.
Participants in summer cultural exchanges take formal lessons in the morning, then go on informal excursions to destinations that range from local supermarkets to the Liberty Bell.
Children and parents in family literacy classes read together and do related activities. Parents
learn to “decode” school reports, use American currency, understand American history and learn
about child development.
While studying at NCC, international students share traditions from their homelands with their
classmates. “I’ve learned so much about American culture and also about so many others,” says
Esraa Hagag. Her comments illustrate another facet of American culture — the appreciation of and
respect for heritages from around the world.
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NCC Seen
A sampling of snapshots from recent NCC events

Annual Golf Outing
Above: Tim VanSyckle and Dave Farrell (in the lead, at least in the
carts!), and Doug Litzenberger and Dan Nemeth head out for a fun
day on the links during the Northampton Community College Foundation's annual golf outing at Northampton Country Club, while another
golfer concentrates on his swing.

A Warm Welcome for Students
At right, Cindy Staffieri Workman ’74, Anna Stofko ’77 and Scott
Raab ’92 welcome students back to campus by serving up warm
pretzels in the bookstore.

Taste of Elegance
The people above are eating high on the hog for a good cause!
More than 180 guests attended the most recent “Taste of
Elegance”competition at Hampton Winds. Chefs from some of the
area’s leading restaurants joined NCC students and recent grads in
preparing delectable pork dishes for the crowd. They raised more
than $2,000 for the Brian Ruth Scholarship, awarded to a culinary
student at NCC each year.
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Doing Well by Doing Good
Guests at NCC’s most recent “Doing Well by Doing Good” program got free advice on IRA
strategies and tax savings from Bruce Palmer, a partner in Buckno Lisicky & Company, Patricia
Peoples of Morgan Stanley, and Laurie Siebert of Valley National Advisers, Inc. Laurie is also the
host of WDIY’s “Your Financial Choices.” Held at NCC, the program was hosted by Sharon Zondag,
a planned and major gifts officer at the College.

Holiday
shopping
list
NCC T-shirt
Gi ft Certi ficate to
Ham pton Winds
NCC Liztech pin

A Must-Have Gift!

Scholarship Luncheons
Liberal arts major Heidi Murillo (in black) joined Gretchen Reed for a fall scholarship luncheon
at Hampton Winds Restaurant. Heidi is the recipient of this year’s David A. Reed Scholarship,
established to honor Gretchen’s husband David who served on NCC’s Board of Trustees for 31 years,
including 15 as chair. Education major Stormie Jones dined with Trustee Herman Kissiah (far right)
and Kelly Kissiah (center), a former member of the education faculty at NCC. Stormie is the beneficiary of a scholarship they established.

Order your
limited-edition
Liztech pin at
www.northampton.
edu/nccliztech.
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notes
Accounting

Architects in 2003. In 2009, he
was awarded a silver medal by
the Pennsylvania American Institute of Architects for the design
of his family’s residence. He has
served as design juror for many
AIA organizations throughout the
country and as visiting professor
for some of the country’s most
prestigious programs of architecture, including Syracuse University, the University of Tennessee
and Kansas State University.

1979 Brian Trilli has
worked for the U.S. Postal Service
for 32 years, with 12 years as the
Bath postmaster. He and his wife,
MaryAnn, live in Allentown.
2011 Melissa Poehler
of Bethlehem is employed at St.
Luke’s Hospital and Health Network in Bethlehem.
2011 Suzanne Superka
is the financial manager of auxiliary services and facilities management at Villanova University.
She and her husband, Bradley,
live in Whitehall with their
daughter, Patricia.

Advertising Design

1996 Jeffrey Browne
is the senior art director at Allebach Communications in Souderton, where he has worked for
the past 10 years. He previously
worked for Musselman Advertising and Keenan-Nagle Advertising, both in Allentown. Jeffrey
and his wife, Julie, live in Center
Valley with their son, Jeremy.

Architectural
Technology

1977 Russel Pacala
of Bethlehem has recently been
named a principal at Spillman
Farmer Architects in Bethlehem.
Since he joined Spillman Farmer
in 1999, he has been recognized
for his ability to design, coor-

Alumni Share Their Stories

dinate and manage large newconstruction projects as well as
complex phased renovations for
institutional and commercial clients. He is also one of the firm’s
lead master planners and is a
LEED® Accredited Professional,
a designation awarded by the
U.S. Green Building Council for
proficiency in green and sustainable design.

1999 Jeffrey Uhler of Red
Lion is a traffic/highway designer
at RK&K Engineering.
2000 Randy Galiotto of
Easton was recently named an
associate at Spillman Farmer

1983 Joseph Biondo
of Northampton has recently
been named a principal at Spillman Farmer Architects in Bethlehem. He joined Spillman Farmer

business and the community. He
is active in a number of professional organizations, including
the American Institute of Architects (AIA) and the Construction
Specifications Institute. Galiotto
is a volunteer mentor with
SkillsUSA and serves on the
board of directors for the Greater
Easton Development Partnership.
2003 Nicole Trautman
of Oxnard, Calif., and her husband,
Jon, are the franchise owners
of SailTime Channel Islands
in Oxnard.

Biological Science

1981 Caren Morris is
the CEO of Team First Federal
Credit Union in Lancaster. She
and her husband, Stephen, live
in Lebanon.

Business
Administration

1975 Jane (Crandell)
Matyger is the author of

Architects in Bethlehem. He
joined the firm in 1999 while he
was a student at NCC and is the
youngest associate in Spillman
Farmer’s 84-year history. Galiotto
was named one of Eastern Pennsylvania’s “20 Under 40” by the
Eastern Pennsylvania Business
Journal for his track record of
achievement and leadership in

two children’s books: Seymour’s
Christmas Wish and The Spaghetti Is Missing. Who Am I?, an
article she wrote on starfish, was
published in Nature’s Friend Magazine in October 2009. Matyger is
an administrative assistant at St.
Ann’s Church in Wilmington, Del.
She and her husband, Allan, live
in Newark, Del., and have four
children: Allan Jr., Jeff, David
and Kevin.
continued on page 41

Log in to Alumni Net, www.northampton.edu/alumni, and post an alumni note or
send your story and photos to alumni@northampton.edu.
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Ysais Martinez ’05
or many professionals in the computer industry, a visit to Google‘s company headquarters is like a trip to the promised land.
As a Google Hispanic College Fund scholarship
winner, Ysais Martinez ’05 spent a few days this
summer at the GooglePlex in Mountain View, Calif.,
attending a scholar retreat at the world-famous —
and incredibly influential — technology company. He
was one of 14 students in the country awarded $10,000
and an all-expenses-paid trip to the West Coast.
“It was awesome, an incredible experience,” Martinez
said enthusiastically. “Not everyone gets a chance to meet some of the
smartest people around in one place.”
Martinez, a doctoral student at Penn State University and a full-time
software architect at sanofi pasteur in Swiftwater, listened to a series of
tech talks and attended learning experiences during his retreat. (He also
had a little time for fun, though, taking a break to blast down the company’s famous indoor slide.) He describes the Google corporate environment
as laid back, innovative and committed to the community, which he loved.
One of his best memories of the trip was a chance to meet James
Gosling, the father of JAVA, the
programming language, and one
of his early idols.
“The tech talk with [Gosling]
was amazing. I remember reading his book when I was a teenage boy,” he said.
A native of the Dominican
Republic who became a U.S. citizen this year, Martinez is one to
watch in the computer science
field himself. At Penn State, he
is pursuing a Ph.D. in instructional software development,
with a goal to help schools integrate technology into their curriculums. For now, he is working
on a Haptics glove, which will
help students with disabilities interact with computers by sending a signal through the skin. To build the glove, he is working with an advisor, as
well as colleagues in the computer science, mechanical engineering and
instructional technology departments at the university. He hopes it will be
completed within two years.
“Skin has an amazing ability to learn things. The brain can process
information through skin better than sound,” he explained. He hopes the

glove will be used in special education settings and even corporate training to diversify the workforce.
“I know someone who has a son with a disability who was hitting
the keyboard one day,” he said. “I thought, ‘What if there is something I
can do to help it all make sense to him?’”
Martinez, who immigrated to the United States in 2003, started taking English as a Second Language (ESL) classes at Northampton soon after. Beginning in general studies, he also enrolled in web design classes,
graduating two years later. He went on to DeSales University, where he
earned a master’s degree in instructional technology.
When he came to Northampton, he was already a software engineer,
freshly graduated. He knew some English, but his grammar wasn’t good,
he says. After a year in the ESL program, he began to feel comfortable
with his command of the language and began reaching out to do service
work in the community through the College. He participated in the student
leadership program, organized science fairs and volunteered at a school

everyone
“getsNota chance
to meet some
of the smartest
people around
in one place.

”

on Bethlehem’s south side. All of the time spent in the community helped
him not only acclimate, but also fall in love with America.
“It was awesome. Honestly, if I hadn’t gone to NCC, I wouldn’t have
been prepared to integrate to this country as well as I did,” he said. “I remember the first day as if it was today. I didn’t know how to talk to people,
and NCC was like a bridge to the country for me. I am so grateful.” u
by Sandy Stahl
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donor profile

Dr. Arnold Cook

a legacy of

smiles
Throughout a 50-year career as an
orthodontist, Dr. Arnold R. Cook,
affectionately known as Arnie to his
friends and family, has improved
more than 10,000 smiles. After a distinguished career, Dr. Cook put down
his pliers and retired last year, but his
role in helping others smile will live
on through the legacy he created at
Northampton Community College.
A founding member of the Northampton Community College Foundation Board and later a 17-year
member of the College’s trustee
board, Dr. Cook has long been
supportive of the College and
especially of the dental hygiene
program, which he helped to
found. Over the years, he has established three different endowed
funds, one in concert with his late
brother, Edward, in support of the
program. Since the first scholarships were given in 1982, more
than 135 students have benefitted
from his philanthropy.
Sara Snyder is one of those
students. Sara, a top student in
the dental hygiene program, hails
from Tatamy and is on schedule
to graduate in May 2012. When
asked about Dr. Cook, she says,
“Without Dr. Cook, I would not be
at Northampton Community College. Not only did he create the
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dental hygiene program, which is
a great opportunity and a perfect
fit for me, he created a scholarship fund that’s been a huge
help for me and for lots of other
students, too. I work three jobs to
pay for school, so the scholarship
from Dr. Cook has been like a gift.
It’s made all the difference. In
fact, it makes everything easier.
From my standpoint, Dr. Cook has
made an impact on my life that
goes beyond words.”
And it’s not only dental hygiene students who benefit from
Dr. Cook’s involvement. An avid
art collector, he has also donated artwork that can be found
throughout the campus.
Dr. Cook’s introduction to philanthropy came in dental school
at Temple University, where, as a
student leader, he was asked to
run the annual Christmas show.
The Philly native put together a

program and sold ads to local
businesses, raising money that
was used to buy lights for the
auditorium in which the show
was performed.
That experience started a 50year love of giving back. “It’s just
something you do,” he explained.
“It makes me feel good. I like making other people happy. By my getting involved and supporting the
institution and its students, the
College has completely satisfied
my feelings of helping me accomplish what I should do in life.”
Dr. Cook also explained

his preference for giving to an
endowment. “I like the idea of
building an endowment,” he
continued, “because I know that
an endowment will live on and
positively impact future generations of hygienists.”
Dr. Cook may not personally
be helping his patients to smile
anymore, but his philanthropy
promises to bring smiles to the
faces of his dental hygiene scholarship recipients and the many
patients they will serve well into
the future. u
by Susan Kubik

From left to right with Dr. Cook: Julie Ann Achenbach,
Ashley Rodriguez and Sarah Snyder.
photo by Paul Acampora
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Kristina de Faria ‘05

Kristina de Faria ’05 knows it’s
very important to be surrounded
by a space that just “works.”
So if an indoor — or even outdoor — area is
not living up to its full potential, she wants to fix
it. As an interior designer in suburban Philadelphia,
she has a chance to do that every day.
“I think what I like the most is creating a space
that is pleasing and functional for people. That’s
why I got into interior design in the first place,” she
says of her career choice. “I want to make something work for someone — I want to help them.
And it’s rewarding to see the end result.”
In her first full-time job out of college, de Faria
has been employed for the past three years at Abby
Schwartz Associates in Wayne, Pa., an interior design
firm with seven staff members and a few additional
consultants. She specializes mostly in residential architecture, explaining that her services cover everything “from soup to nuts — from a tiny pillow, to a
full-blown redesign, to new construction.”
In de Faria’s line of work, aesthetics are important.
One misstep can throw off a whole project. That’s why
she thought it was crucial to have a fine arts background to complement her design training. While at
NCC under a full scholarship as a presidential ambassador, the Easton grad took a series of fine arts classes
under the direction of Professor Bruce Wall.
“I knew, while at NCC, that I wanted to be an
interior designer, but I wanted to be in a more artsbased program. I learned a lot more about appreciation of painting, which definitely got me more
prepared for doing interior design,” she said. “I need
to have all of the hands-on skills, like understanding
depth and color, to end up with a better result.”
Additionally, her volunteer work as a presiden-

tial ambassador has helped her relate to people
and forge better relationships with her clients. She
knows in the end she has to come up with a design
that she likes, but also a design that her clients can
live with long after she’s finished.
“You definitely have to figure out what they
are looking for, or what they think they are looking
for, so the end product is something they are happy
with and you are happy with. You can feel the space
is better for them,” she said.
To do this well, she must first get to know her
clients and their needs. “It’s kind of hit and miss in
the beginning. Sometimes, you ‘get’ the client right
away and sometimes you don’t. When you go into
a home, you can learn colors, tastes in furniture.
I can look in terms of how things are laid out and
spacially read between the lines. Ultimately, it’s got
to be something that works for them.”
De Faria’s desire to make things work better extends to her community. Giving back is something
she practiced at Northampton, and it was a factor
when choosing a school to enroll in after graduation. She chose Philadelphia’s Moore College of Art,
partially based on the emphasis on service in the
community, and completed her degree in 2008.
“I only wanted to go to art schools,” she said.
“Choosing Moore was quite a late decision. I was
looking at Ringling School of Art and Design in
Sarasota, Fla., but because money is everything
and they weren’t going to give me any, I started to
look in Pennsylvania. While online, I found Moore.
Unbeknownst to me at the time, it’s an all-women’s
college with a focus on community. It had a lot on
the website about community involvement and being
involved with the city more. That has always been a
big thing to me since it was enforced at NCC.”
De Faria has continued to work in the community since graduation, serving on Moore’s alumnae
board of directors and doing a lot of volunteer work
with her church. One of her latest volunteer projects is right up her alley — making better use of
space by taking part in the creation of the Girard
Community Garden near where she lives. She has a
plot and works within the neighborhood to grow a
variety of vegetables. They are hoping to expand it
and open a produce stand on the property.
“It’s really helped to beautify the area,” she said.
“So many people come by the garden and say, ‘How
did this happen?’ It feels really good. We have tomatoes, zucchini, peppers, mint and green beans … everyone’s been bringing home bushels!” u
by Sandy Stahl

2003 Israel Torres of
Allentown is a procurement
specialist at ArcelorMittal USA
in Conshohocken. He received
a master’s degree from Franklin
University in 2007 and obtained
Lean Six Sigma Master Black
Belt certification in April 2010
from Villanova University. Torres
served in the U.S. Coast Guard
for four years.

Computer Info
Systems

1996 John Connors of
Easton is a vice president at
Bank of America in Charlotte,
N.C. He received a bachelor of
applied studies in information
systems with a minor in law and
technology from the University of
Richmond in 2008.

Computer Info
Tech — Networking

2008 Emmanuel
Pinckney of Bangor

received a bachelor’s degree
from Peirce College last year
and is pursuing a master’s
degree from Capitol College.

Culinary Arts

2005 Thuc Nguyen
of Allentown is the owner of
Thuc’s Nail Salon in Easton.

Data Processing

1982 Alan Paul of
Norcross, Ga., is a mainframe
automation engineer at Flserv,
Inc. in Norcross, Ga.
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Shemicka &
Tavershima
Asom ’03
Tavershima Asom ’03 was working as a traveling LPN (licensed
practical nurse) at ManorCare
one day when an LPN from a different agency arrived and caught
his eye.
He said hello, but she was very serious about
her job, and socializing seemed to be out of the
question. He looked for another opportunity to
talk to her, but he never saw her again.
That is, not until she appeared in his classroom at Northampton six months later.
“I was wondering, ‘Where is this girl?,’ all
these months,” said the Nigerian-born nursing
program graduate. “I couldn’t believe it when
she was right there. It was amazing.”
The way Tavershima saw it, it was fate. But
the mystery woman, Shemicka Mingo ‘03, took
her schoolwork just as seriously as her career,
so there wasn’t an instant love story to be had.
As the semester progressed, however, the two
students began to study together. They realized
they had a lot in common: a passion for helping
others, a drive to succeed and a desire to enter
the nursing profession since childhood. For her, a
sick grandmother left her wanting to help others.
For him, it was seeing how much of a difference
nurses could make to stop the spread of infection in his home country.
“When I had gotten to know Shima through
being friends first, he turned out to be a really nice guy. It was his compassionate, caring
nature that attracted me to him,” Shemicka
said. “So he was a good catch — not only handsome, but also smart. We both had a desire to
want more for ourselves. Considering he was
from Nigeria, where some opportunities for education are dismal, and me, coming from South
Jamaica Queens, N.Y., a rough neighborhood to
live in. So we jointly shared a determination; it
was that drive that makes us who we are today.”
Graduation, marriage, a house and three
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young children later, the couple has supported
each other while taking turns to further their
educations and careers. After finishing degrees
at Northampton, both enrolled in the nursing
program at Cedar Crest College (he finished in
2006 and she followed the next year). Tavershima recently completed a master’s program at
DeSales University, and Shemicka is working on
a master’s degree in the family nurse practitioner program there.
“We like education,” said Tavershima. “We
are proud to be role models for other minorities,
to show what great opportunities are out there.”
He is also proud to promote male nursing,
and two years ago, he published an article on
the topic for the nursing journal Advances in
Nursing Science.
Tavershima is newly employed as a family
nurse practitioner at Lehigh Valley Family Medicine. His focus is serving underserved populations
that do not always have access to great health
care. Shemicka, since she is not full time, is able
to work around her husband’s schedule as a registered nurse at St. Luke’s Hospital in Fountain
Hill. She has worked at St. Luke’s for eight years,
with the past six in the obstetrics unit. They take
turns rearing their three children, Iveren, Aver and
Isaiah. Each Sunday, they are sure to schedule in
some important family time together.
“I think we are at a point where we come
home and we talk about situations at work and
are able to understand each other because we
are at the same level,” Shemicka says. “I enjoy
hearing about stories and experiences at work,
and we enjoy bouncing ideas off each other.”
They are both contemplating their next career
educational moves. For Tavershima, a doctorate
may be in his future. Shemicka is thinking of becoming a family nurse practitioner. Either way, they
say, they want to keep advancing their careers and
helping the community as much as possible.
“We absolutely are a great team,” Tavershima says. u
by Sandy Stahl

Dental Assisting

1976 Frances Huth of Nazareth is president of JMJ Summit
Services, LLC in Nazareth.

Dental Hygiene

1989 Wendy (Birchall)
Masterson is a dental hygienist at Lancaster Pediatric
Dental Associates in Lancaster.
She and her husband, John, live
in Ephrata with their children,
Alyssa, 15; Alexander, 12; and
stepson Tyler, 16.
1989 Pam Spadoni of
Easton has retired from her dental
hygiene position at Enea Dental
Associates. She is now enjoying
time with her friends, family and
two beautiful grandchildren.
1996 Jill Rummel is a
registered dental hygienist at the
Family Dental Services, P.C. in
Allentown. She and her husband,
Thomas, live in Whitehall. Jill is
a busy mom and enjoys following
her children’s sports teams.
1999 Mary Webber of Port
Charlotte, Fla., works for Coast
Dental in Port Charlotte.
2006 Ashley (Reifsnyder) Lengel is employed
by the Gurski & D’Agostino
Family Dentistry in Shillington.
She and her husband, Matthew,
live in Barto.

Drafting/Design

1982 Brian Furchner is
a quality assurance manager at
Computer Designs, Inc. in Whitehall. He and his wife, Mecia, live
in Fogelsville and have two children, Kirsten and Morgan.
continued on page 45
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Manuel De Sousa Rodrigues ’10
ating this past spring. His work experience also included a summer at
the headquarters of Community Colleges for International Development
(CCID) in Iowa.
Rodrigues returned to his home in Paris early this September to start
working toward another goal: becoming a successful entrepreneur. He
plans to operate a company in France that will connect European, South
American and Middle Eastern students with study options in other countries, including the United States. Northampton, he says, is high on the
list of recommendations.
“The idea came when I started working for Manny,” he said. “I saw the
opportunity when I realized that colleges are trying to grow their numbers
of international students. International students at NCC pay three times
more tuition than regular students, so it makes a lot of sense.”
Rodrigues got in touch with a good friend in Brooklyn, a native of
Egypt and NCC Alumnus Mahmoud Eid ’10, and they decided to be part-

hose who first meet Manuel De Sousa Rodrigues would
probably never guess that just a few years ago, he
didn’t speak any English. After all, his command of the
difficult language and knowledge of its numerous idiosyncrasies could rival many native speakers.
The Portuguese-born NCC alumnus, who grew up largely in France, says he approached learning English as he does most other
big goals: with drive and determination — and, of course, a little help
from Northampton’s English as a Second Language (ESL) program.
“My brother was here at NCC through an exchange program with
Lycee Jean-Lurcat and met Manny Gonzalez, the college’s director of
international education. My brother knew my objective was to go to
England or the U.S., so he said, ‘Why don’t you get in touch with him?’
I didn’t know any English, though, so I contacted Manny in Spanish.”
After some discussion by email in Spanish — Rodrigues didn’t know
at the time that Gonzalez also spoke French — Gonzalez convinced Rodrigues that Northampton was the right fit. Months of complicated and
often tedious paperwork later, he arrived stateside, beginning a close relationship with Northampton that has lasted three years — and counting.
“I love NCC. Everyone has been friendly and supportive,” he said.
“I’m so glad I came here.”
In addition to his studies, Rodrigues began working in the international department at the college, assisting students from other countries who enrolled at Northampton. Through the encouragement of NCC
staffers, he also began his MBA degree at Kutztown University, gradu-

He plans to operate a company
in France that will connect
European, South American and
Middle Eastern students with
study options in other countries,
including the United States.
Northampton, he says, is high
on the list of recommendations.
ners in the company, which they are calling Study Fare. He will act as an
agent for prospective students and, through partnerships with colleges
in the U.S. and elsewhere, get them matched up with the school that
best meets their interests.
Rodrigues says since he went through the process of enrolling at a
foreign school, he has experience on his side. He knows which paperwork is due when and has tips to deal with issues that foreign students
could face, such as homesickness and culture shock.
“I’m taking a shot in the dark. I don’t have anything to lose,” he said
of his start-up. “I have to get the company started and let it grow and
see what happens.”
Meanwhile, he plans to visit the U.S. often. His first trip back will
be in November, to visit his girlfriend, whom he met at Northampton. u
by Sandy Stahl
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Christopher
Sfetsios ’07

ike so many Americans, Christopher Sfetsios ’07 was profoundly affected by the tragedy of Sept. 11, a decade ago.
The Lehigh Valley native says the unspeakable events of
that day, and the government’s response in the years that
followed, solidified a passion for world politics he had been
exploring since his teen years. But he admits it wasn’t until
he enrolled at Northampton that he saw this passion as a
viable career path.
“I had so many great classes and wonderful professors
at NCC, particularly political science and international relations, intercultural communication, history and world geography,” Sfetsios said. “These classes helped me decide on studying international
relations, as it is a synthesis of all of these topics.”
As a master’s degree candidate at Columbia University, Sfetsios is pursuing a dream to work somewhere in the intersection of international peace
building, development and security. His post-NCC academic and professional life has taken him to work and study domestically and abroad, most
recently in Cyprus, a small country in the eastern Mediterranean.
“I think that international affairs is a very important subject to pay
attention to, to study and to understand. We live in what is arguably the
most powerful country in history in what is quickly becoming a much
smaller and much more interconnected world,” he said. “How we relate
and respond to the rest of the world has a direct effect on billions of
other people and can change the course of history very quickly. I feel
that it is part of our responsibility as citizens to be aware of our place in
the world and to attempt to influence our country’s actions in whatever
way we believe to be right.”
His success, he admits, is a far cry from where he was several years
ago. After graduating from Liberty High School, he enrolled at Hunter
College in New York, dropping out after a year. Sfetsios moved back to
the Lehigh Valley and pursued a string of unfulfilling jobs until deciding
to go back to school. He wasn’t sure how committed he was to college
or how well he would handle the pressures, so he started out slowly
before enrolling full time.
“When I arrived at NCC, I was lacking discipline and focus, I was
very shy and insecure, and I had never really been involved in anything
that wasn’t social in nature,” he said. “I think it all started when I saw
a flier on the wall for NCC’s brand-new student leadership program and
decided on a whim to apply. I never thought I would get in, but somehow
I did and it really changed a lot of things for me.”
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After leaving NCC, Sfetsios, whose father was born and raised in
Greece, transferred to the American College of Thessaloniki in Greece to
complete a bachelor’s degree. While there, he interned for organizations
working on post-conflict reconciliation and peace building issues in the
Balkans. He returned to the U.S. after graduation with no idea what to
do next. After several weeks, he interviewed with the United States Institute of Peace in Washington, D.C., a nonpartisan organization funded
by Congress that aims to prevent and resolve violent international conflicts and promote stability worldwide. Working there, he said, gave him
a much clearer understanding of what a career in international affairs is
like and helped to define his goals for graduate study.
Sfetsios plans to graduate from Columbia in May. He just returned
from a summer working with the United Nations Development Programme’s Action for Cooperation and Trust in Cyprus, an experience that
was part of his degree program.
“I was hoping to have the opportunity to work for the UN since the
beginning of the program,” he explained. “I chose Cyprus because it is
a very interesting conflict situation and because I have a background

I think it all started when I saw
“a flier
on the wall for NCC’s brand
new student leadership program
and decided on a whim to apply.

”

and some experience in Greece and Turkey.” In Cyprus, he examined
the work that has been done by UNDP over the past several years and
assisted in the compilation of a set of lessons learned and best practices based on the organization’s experiences.
“I think the time that I’ve spent living abroad has taught me a great
deal about not only other cultures and people from different parts of the
world, but also a lot about myself — about my perceptions, my assumptions and my own cultural biases, which are difficult to see without leaving what you are used to and looking at it from somewhere new,” he said.
“Traveling opens your mind, and, even if it doesn’t necessarily change your
perspective, it allows you to see the multitude of other perspectives that
exist. I consider that to be an invaluable part of my education.” u
by Sandy Stahl

continued from page 42

Early Childhood

1973 Mary Dubbs is the
director of St. Joseph’s Preschool
in Coopersburg. She and her husband, Cary, live in Bethlehem.
1985 Maura Connors of
Bethlehem is a self-employed marketing executive for Melaleuca.

cation with a minor in dance. She
will also be running on Eastern’s
cross country team.

Electronics
Technology

1996 Rebecca Barger of
Bethlehem works at St. Stephen’s
Preschool in Bethlehem.

1987 Norman Johnson
of Easton works for the state
of New Jersey and has plans
to retire in 2012. He previously
retired from Metropolitan Edison/
First Energy.

Education

Emergency Services

2004 F. Joshua Claudio
of East Boston, Mass., is a planning and development project
coordinator at the Lynn Council
on Aging.

2011 Timothy Reilly
of Easton is a firefighter with
the Easton Fire Department.

2004 Dawn Parker and
Jacque Parker ’07 of Hellertown are the co-owners of The
Irish Stars Parker School of Irish
Dance, established in 2007. In
2009, they helped establish the
North American Irish Dance Federation. Both Dawn and Jacque
administer the Irish Dance Club
after-school program at St. Theresa’s School in Hellertown. Dawn
received a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education and English
from Moravian College. Jacque
received a bachelor’s degree in
communication with a professional application in technical
theater costume design from
DeSales University.

2005 Chasity Hall
of Blackwood, N.J., works for
the Eye Institute of South Jersey.
She received a bachelor’s degree
in English from Rutgers University
and an associate’s degree in
ophthalmic science from Camden
County College.

2007 Martha Larkin
of Bethlehem received a master’s
degree in special education from
Lehigh University in May and has
earned certification as a special
education teacher in Pennsylvania.
2011 Janice Reigel of Tamaqua continued to take classes
at NCC after graduation. She is
transferring to Eastern University
in the fall, where she will be
majoring in early childhood edu-

Funeral Service

General Education

1974 Linda Pepper
of Ford City is a retired art
teacher and graduate of Indiana
University of Pennsylvania. She
writes, “I received the best education in art through NCC. All of
my credits transferred to a university, from which I graduated
with a degree as an art teacher.
I am retired now but still enjoy
painting and woodcarving.”
1978 Edward Kosewicz
of Petersburg, Va., is the program director of physical medicine and rehabilitation for the
Department of Veteran Affairs.
He received a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Pittsburgh
and a master’s degree from the
University of Scranton.

1980 Jamie Marrero
of Allentown is a graphic designer at PBS39 WLVT-TV in Bethlehem. He earned a bachelor’s
degree from Edinboro University.
1983 Bridgette (Magela)
McCann of College Station,
Texas, is an instructor at Blinn
College in Bryan, Texas. She has
one child, Kelsey McCann.

ployed at St. Luke’s Hospital and
Health Network in Bethlehem.
She is pursuing a master’s degree
in nursing at Moravian College
and received her RN to BSN at
Temple University.
2010 Nicholas Rolland
of Bethlehem received a bachelor’s degree in historical studies
from the State University of New

1983 Reylene Williams
of Dacula, Ga., is a school counselor at Frank N. Osborne Middle
School in Hoschton, Ga. She
completed a bachelor’s degree
at Cedar Crest College in 1995,
an M.Ed. at Lehigh University in
1997 and an Ed.S. at Argosy University in 2009.

General Studies

1988 Kimberly Benner
of Allentown is the CEO of Salisbury Behavioral Health, Inc. in
Allentown. She received master’s
degrees from Fairleigh Dickinson
University and Chestnut Hill College and a bachelor’s degree from
Cedar Crest College.
1995 Donna (Dieter)
Frantz is a teller at Wells
Fargo Bank in Bethlehem. She
and her husband, Marc, live in
Bethlehem. They have two children, Cameron and Olivia.
1995 James Kundart is
a recently tenured professor of
optometry at Pacific University College of Optometry in Forest Grove,
Ore. He and his wife, Alicks, live
in Hillsboro, Ore., with their son,
Simon, who was born on Jan. 13.
2002 Dr. Adam Marish,
D.O., of Bethlehem is a senior
resident at Lehigh Valley Hospital
& Health Network in Allentown.
2005 Daryle Ann
Davidson of Nazareth is em-

York-Empire State College on
June 11. He is now attending
Lehigh University as a graduate
student, pursuing a master’s degree in secondary education.
2011 Bradley Mark
of Saylorsburg is a certified
phlebotomy technician at St.
Luke’s Hospital and Health Network in Bethlehem. He is pursuing a dual bachelor’s degree in
nursing and psychology at Cedar
Crest College. Bradley is also
recording his first demo CD for
an off-Broadway musical.

Individualized
Transfer Studies

2010 Julian Costa of East
Stroudsburg is completing his
bachelor of science degree in
media, communications and
technology at East Stroudsburg
University. He reports: “Though
I love where I am today, there
will always be a special place
in my heart for the time spent at
Northampton, both at the Monroe Campus and in Bethlehem.
Without the top-quality education
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I received there, I would not have
the skills or the confidence in
myself to take on the challenges
that I embrace today.”

Interior Design

1982 Beverly Connelly
of Drums is a kitchen and bath
designer at Interstate Building
Materials in Pittston.
1992 Betsy (White) Beall
is a high school mathematics
teacher in the Hanover Public
School District. She received a
bachelor’s degree in mathematics at Penn State University and
a master’s degree in mathematics at Shippensburg University.
Betsy and her husband, Jedd,
live in Hanover.

Liberal Arts

1969 Earl Ihrie is the owner
and president of EJI Consulting,
LLC. He received a bachelor’s
degree from the California
University of Pennsylvania and
a master’s degree from Rutgers
University. He and his wife, Mary
Ann, live in Ringoes, N.J.
1977 JoAnn BergeronNenow is executive director at
Meals on Wheels of Northampton County, Inc. She and her husband, William, live in Easton and
have one child, Adrienne.
1995 Erica Ackerman of
Whitehall is a player’s club representative at the Sands Casino.
She was married on May 12.
Erica received a bachelor’s degree
from Kutztown University.
2002 Sharon (Hahn)
Miller is a medical technologist
at Easton Hospital. She and her
husband, Jack, live in Nazareth.

Medical
Administrative
Assistant

Practical Nursing

2007 Benita Schafer
of Parsons is a certified surgical
technician for the RN Network in
Boca Raton, Fla.

Office
Administration

1990 Judith Keen
of Easton is a clerk tech II for
the Northampton County
Register of Wills in Easton.

Office
Administration
— Legal

1989 Michelle Lynn
Smith and William F. Shafer,
III were married on Oct. 30,
2010, at Christ Church United
Church of Christ in Bethlehem.
Michelle is employed by Moravian College. The couple resides
in Bethlehem.

Office
Administrative
Assistant

2011 Judith Leinhauser
of Stroudsburg is an office coordinator at Realty Executives in
Wind Gap.

2000 Nicole Sahr of Altamonte Springs, Fla., is a clinical
nurse liaison for Walgreens Infusion Services in Orlando, Fla.

Radiography

1991 Holly Friedman
of Bethlehem works at St. Luke’s
Hospital and Health Network in
the CT scan department.

1986 Donna Duckworth
of Easton received a bachelor’s
degree from the University of St.
Francis, a master’s degree from
East Stroudsburg University and a
Sp.Ed. from DeSales University.
2002 Stephen Shaud
of Easton is a staff nurse at the
Veterans Administration in New
Jersey. He earned a bachelor’s
degree from Mansfield University.
His granddaughter, Averi Maria,
was born in July 2010.

1998 Edward Forstoffer III of Catasauqua was

2009 Susan Nastasee
of Bethlehem is a nurse in the
Wound Healing Unit at Moravian
Village of Bethlehem. She recently obtained wound care certification from the National Alliance of
Wound Care.

recently promoted to data center
infrastructure engineer from data
center services supervisor at
PAETEC in Bethlehem.

Secretarial
Science — Legal

Radio/TV

2004 Gary Collina has
taken a new position as sales
development representative at
T-Mobile U.S.A., Inc. in Bethlehem. He and his wife, Kellen, purchased a home in Catasauqua.

Paralegal

1978 Linda Mann
of Haverstraw, N.Y., is a managing director of the United States
Tennis Association Eastern in
White Plains, N.Y. She received
a bachelor’s degree from Howard
University, a J.D. from Temple
University and a certificate from
Columbia University.

Theatre

1999 Malissa Miller
of Greenbelt, Md., is a construction administration coordinator
at RTKL Associates, Inc. in
Washington, D.C. She is currently
attending the University
of Maryland.

Their children, Kassidy and Gavin,
are enjoying the new place. Gary
is currently training to run his first
marathon.

2011 Tanean Schaller
of Bethlehem began classes at
DeSales University this fall to
pursue a bachelor’s degree. She
has three children.

2007 Carl Vasile of New
York is an audio/video assistant
at Nutmeg Post in New York. He
completed a bachelor’s degree at
Temple University.

Log in to Alumni Net, www.northampton.edu/alumni, and post an alumni note or
send your story and photos to alumni@northampton.edu.
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Registered Nursing

2007 Scott Ross
of Pontiac, Mich., is a lighting designer/technician at the
Henry Ford Community College
in Dearborn, Mich. He received
a bachelor’s degree from East
Stroudsburg University in 2009.

Word Processing

1985 Kerri Gerencher
is a regional account manager at
sanofi pasteur in Swiftwater. She
also earned an associate’s degree
from NCC in early childhood education in 1985. Kerri and her husband, John, live in Nazareth. u

Marie Sterlein ‘83

ne summer, high school student Marie Sterlein ‘83 wasn’t looking to do anything but
enjoy a few months of freedom from classes
and other school-year obligations. When a
neighbor, who was on the board at the Bethlehem Area Public Library, approached her and
asked if she would be interested in a part-time job
in the children’s room, she wasn’t sure at first that she’d want to apply.
Little did she know that this encounter would lead to a rewarding
lifelong career in what, for her, was an unexpected field.
“After thinking about it, I figured I’d give it a try,” she said of the offer
and started working a few days a week in the library’s main branch, the
Market Street location on the north side of the city. “I was impressed. It
was a lot of fun, and it didn’t feel like a job, per se.”
When Sterlein graduated from Bethlehem Catholic High School, she
was considering college but received a call from a Bethlehem Steel employee regarding a job. The hiring manager saw from her application that
she had library experience, so this was a perfect fit.
Sterlein remained with Bethlehem Steel for her entire career — 36
years — working her way up to corporate librarian at the Charles M.
Schwab Memorial Library. After retiring in 2001, she returned to work
as a consultant there for an additional two years.
“It was so wonderful to work for Bethlehem Steel,” she said. “The
people were wonderful and there was great camaraderie among the
staff. It was a really nice work environment.”
The library, which housed a collection of historical documents, as
well as general information about steelmaking, was a resource for executives and employees, domestically and overseas, who needed research
and information to help them do their jobs better.
To keep abreast of the latest technologies in the information services field, she decided to enroll in the NCC library technical assistant
program. Her hard work earned her a membership in the prestigious
Phi Theta Kappa honor society. Her education, along with her passion
for her job, helped her advance within the organization over the years.
She now gives back to the College that opened doors for her by serving
on Northampton’s alumni board. She also serves on the board of the

Bethlehem Area Public Library — the place that gave her a start back
in high school.
Throughout her distinguished career, Sterlein watched the library
change, and the way she did her job evolved with it. New technology enabled her to access information much more easily, and she embraced it.
“I remember taking an Introduction to the Internet class at the College,” she remembers. “It definitely opened up a whole new world.”
But Sterlein, along with the rest of the community, watched with
sadness as Bethlehem Steel grew smaller and smaller, until finally closing its doors in 2003.
“In 1965, we had 150,000 employees all over the world,” she said.
“When I retired, there were only 19,000.”
Sterlein returned to Bethlehem Steel to ensure that the Charles M.

The library, which housed a
collection of historical documents,
as well as general information
about steelmaking, was a resource
for executives and employees.

Schwab Memorial Library’s valuable and historical documents were preserved when the library closed. “All of our materials were offered to local
college libraries, the public libraries and various museums,” she said.
Now that the once-vacant site is experiencing a different kind of
resurgence, Sterlein is happy but admits it’s bittersweet.
“I had my first tour of the ArtsQuest Center at SteelStacks in April
of this year and it was an emotional experience for me,” she said. “I
worked at Bethlehem Steel for 38 years, my father worked at the Bethlehem plant for 42 years, my grandfather and uncles also worked there
and many of my friends had fathers and relatives who worked there.
“Working in a steel plant at that time was very hard work and often
dangerous. But people who worked there received a decent paycheck
and benefits that allowed them to provide a better life for their families. So seeing the arts and music features in the shadows of the blast
furnaces was, for me, a very emotional experience, considering the hard
work and history it represented,” she said. u
by Sandy Stahl
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memoriam

March – August 2011

Linda “Daria” Danish ’75
passed away last March 13. A
graduate of the nursing program at
NCC, she was a nurse in the intensive
care unit at Stanford Medical Center
in Palo Alto, Calif., for many years.

Lea Nicole Fillman-Rogers
died on June 17. A graduate of Liberty
High School, Lea was studying at NCC
to be a teacher.

Marceline Smee Foote ’95

A special note of thanks to
the NCC Alumni Association
parking team at Musikfest
Cindy Baran ’77
Sue Tyson ’91
Diana Holva ’06
Ann Knerr ’81
Melissa ’90 and Nick Recchia
Steve Repasch ’75
Scott Raab ’92
Jan Smith ’73
Donna Taggart ’73

passed away on March 2. A lifelong
learner, Marcie attended Grand Rapids
Junior College and earned a bachelor’s
degree from Wheaton College and
a master’s degree from New York
University. She also attended New
York Theological Seminary and studied
toward a doctorate at the University of
Cincinnati. Her family reports that she
“was thrilled to be able to take classes
at Northampton in her 60s and 70s.”

Robert Lasso ’04, a police
officer in Freemansburg, was killed
in the line of duty on Aug. 11. Robert
studied criminal justice at NCC and

ALUMNI
Survey
Please take a few minutes and
complete our survey at
www.northampton.edu/alumnisurvey

was a graduate of the Allentown
Police Academy. More than 2,000
mourners came to pay tribute to him
at a service held at NCC on Aug. 16.

Robert Litz died on April 30.
Bob worked for the Ingersoll Rand
Corporation for more than 31 years,
most recently as supervisor of labor
relations. He served on NCC’s Board
of Trustees from 1997 until 2004.
“Bob cared deeply about education
and served this College well,” says
NCC’s president, Dr. Arthur Scott.
“He is missed.”
Sandra O’Brien Pernal ’73
passed away on June 13. She and her
mother, Irene, were the first mother
and daughter to graduate together
from NCC’s nursing program. Sandra
went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in
nursing from East Stroudsburg and to
work at Pocono Medical Center and
as director of nursing at several
nursing homes. Most recently, she
served as a charge nurse at a geriatric
psychiatric hospital. u

The NCC Alumni
Association needs your
opinions and thoughts to
help us prepare for future
programs and events.

Before We Go

r e F l e ct i o n

from where

i stand
Closing thoughts by Francisco Rodriguez ’99

“Kids, please.”

This is my call to my homeroom
students every morning when
their animated chatting needs to
be interrupted to honor the American flag and our country.
They stand and recite the
Pledge of Allegiance, but like
many Americans who have never
crossed USA borders, they seem
photo by randy monceaux

It was here where I first realized
that the American dream is not
just a dream.
When I first moved to the
Lehigh Valley, my cousin John
invited three siblings of mine
and me to “check out NCC.” He
said, “The school will give you
money if you study there.” I
laughed because I knew he was
a natural-born comedian and
because Colombians often joke
about stereotypes of the USA,
like “people find money piled up
on the streets.”
To my surprise, NCC paid for
my tuition and my books and gave
me cash to help with transportation and food! I never imagined
something like that would ever
happen! I knew America was
great and offered numerous opportunities, but one of the things
I learned at NCC was that, in this
country, my goal of educating
myself to the fullest of my capacities was truly a possibility.
People fall in love with each
other for many reasons. Some
are just fascinated with the way
to have little understanding of
why it is important. Even immigrants who have lived here for
several years tend to forget.
I was born in Colombia,
South America, and immigrated
to the United States in 1987. I
took classes at Northampton
Community College to familiarize
myself with the English language.

the other looks or the way the
other acts. I fell in love with the
United States for both reasons:
the way this country looks and
the way it acts.
This feeling fuels me every
day to inculcate such love in all
of my students. I teach them to
appreciate and value, without
abusing, freedoms that extend to
criticism of our leaders and institutions without fear of retribution.
These liberties allow my
young students to hold opinions
that I may not agree with, but I
encourage them to value the fact
that they have choices. That is
the beauty of freedom and citizenship in this country.
By the way, do you know that
none of the students in my class
has ever stayed seated during the
Pledge of Allegiance? They have
the freedom to do so, but I am
pleased that they stand.
My love for this country could
be viewed as fanaticism. I call it
gratitude!
Viva la libertad, viva el amor
por nuestra patria! u

About the author: After studying English at NCC, Francisco
Rodriguez went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in history with
a minor in education at Moravian College and a master’s
degree in education with a concentration in history at East
Stroudsburg University. He holds teaching certifications in
social studies and Spanish and works in the Southern Lehigh
School District. He became a United States citizen in 1993.
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Join us in a yearlong exploration of the progress
we have made toward national ideals in the years
since the Civil War. Most of the programming has
been made possible by a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities, matched by generous donors. Community partners include the
Bethlehem Area Public Library, Bethlehem Area
School District, Eastern Monroe Public Library,
Historic Bethlehem Partnership, Monroe County
Historical Association and Stroudsburg Area
School District. (Read more on page 12.)

