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It was a week to revel in pomp, and pomp we certainly had. Inaugurations of college presidents are like that; always have been.
Pomp can be pompous (interesting how, in the adjective form, the word turns negative).
But pompous has never been the Northampton way, and it certainly wasn’t on Oct. 4 when
we inaugurated our fourth president. In fact, it was this very noticeable lack of pompousness infusing NCC culture that Dr. Mark Erickson referenced prominently in his inaugural
address.
“Of all the places I have worked, this is the place where I see the least amount of ego, an
authenticity of spirit and a willingness to do whatever is necessary to get things done,” Dr.
Erickson said. “It is a culture that allows us to have the kinds of courageous conversations that
these times require.”
This also was a week when we celebrated our 45th anniversary, which as it turned out was
just a perfect overlap. The week was full of “goose bump moments” (Dr. Erickson’s description) of shared nostalgia and community recognition. The anniversary/inauguration week also
showed that we are a culture that likes to have fun, all the while toward a most serious purpose.
For three months since Dr. Erickson’s appointment and arrival in July, we’ve been getting
to know our new president. And he has been immersing himself in the Northampton culture
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and becoming one of us. The first week of October was the time for us to publicly welcome
him and seal the deal. After all, it’s one thing for the college trustees to choose and appoint a
new president. It’s quite another for the faculty, staff, students and alumni to accept him into
the tribe as one of their own. In a most public way, this ceremonial putting on of our new
president, ritualized by the wearing of academic gowns and headwear in the inaugural procession, is what the pomp of inauguration week was all about.
In the pages that follow, you can read the full text of Dr. Erickson’s address. You can
see in the accompanying photos the many ways that government officials, business leaders,
educators and students joined in. “It was gratifying to see the interest and pride they take in
Northampton,” Dr. Erickson wrote in a Morning Call commentary summarizing the week.
“They feel it is their college. And it is.”
So now that we’ve done all that, what now? What’s next? If you know anything about
Northampton Community College, you know that we are a restless bunch. And true to form,
our new president came off inauguration week with an urgent message to the full college
seeking our participation to formulate the strategic direction for the college over the next two
years. Never having been an institution satisfied with modest achievements, the goal is nothing less than to be the leading community college in the nation. u
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from strength
to strength:

New president aims to make
Northampton the best in the country

Good afternoon. I am honored, humbled and excited to be selected as NCC’s fourth president and
thrilled to be standing before you as we celebrate our 45th year.
Thank you to the search committee for recommending me, the board for approving their recommendation and the entire Northampton family for welcoming me with open arms.
And thanks also to everyone who put together a tremendous schedule of events this
week to celebrate our 45th anniversary.
Special thanks to Tom Doluisio, who
chaired both the presidential search committee and the inauguration committee. Rest up,
Tom, I am sure there will be many more opportunities for us to harness your stellar leadership skills in the years ahead.
Finally, thanks to my family and friends,
many of whom have traveled long distances
to be here. Your presence means more to me
than you can know. For those of you who have
not yet met my amazing wife, Lin, I hope you
get that chance today. Lin, as you may know,
worked at NCC for nine years, and while
coming to NCC is one of the best decisions I “The highest-performing community colleges of the 21st century will not
only be increasingly diverse, they will embrace diversity as an important
have ever made, the decision to marry her 34
component of their educational mission.”
years ago was, hands down, “the” best decision I have ever made.
This is a great place, an extraordinary place … a place I have already grown to love in the short
three months I have been here. It is a place that is notable in its focus on students, community outreach and laser-like attention to our mission.
As Randy Helm, the president of Muhlenberg College, told me, “Mark, you have chosen well,
except for the fact that you are following a much-beloved president.” In presidential circles, the wisdom suggests that you should follow presidents who are not highly regarded. And I have certainly
failed that test! They simply don’t come any better than Art Scott.
I have known Art for 25 years and have the greatest respect for him. I feel lucky to call him a

NCC
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“Change in technology is moving at a rate that is accelerating exponentially … requiring us to rethink how we use technological advances to maximize teaching and learning.”

friend and humbled to follow in his large footsteps. I would like to
personally acknowledge and thank him for all he has done both for
NCC and welcoming me as its next president.
But I did not come here to change the great foundation that Art
and Bob Kopecek and Dick Richardson before him have built. I
am fortunate to stand on the shoulders of these visionary leaders.
NCC is an extraordinary institution with a culture that is the
envy of many other organizations, but it is also a place that is ready
and capable of becoming even better, and I see that as my work,
our work, to build on all that has been accomplished and make
this college nothing less than the finest community college in the
country — the place that others point to as “the example of how
things should be done.”
Our journey will not always be easy. The landscape of higher
education is as challenging as any in recent memory.
And the landscape is changing more quickly than ever, requiring
us to be more agile, nimble and responsive than ever before.
Change in technology is moving at a rate that is accelerating
exponentially … requiring us to rethink how we use technological
advances to maximize teaching and learning and all that we do.
There is also an increased focus on accountability — from the
federal government, state government and the public. Cynicism
about higher education is at an all-time high. For the first time,
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“of all the places i have
worked, this is the place
where i see the least amount
of ego, an authenticity of
spirit and a willingness to
do whatever is necessary to
get things done.”
there is public questioning about whether college is worth the cost.
And while we are the best deal you can find on the cost end,
community colleges have not escaped scrutiny. In particular, we
have come under fire in some areas of the country for failing to
meet community workforce needs, as well as for graduation rates
that could and should be better.
We also live in a time of declining public resources. This has affected all levels of education, but it has resulted in a triple-funding
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The Liberty High School Grenadiers created “goose bump moments”
as they piped the platform party (lower right), trustees (upper left),
the banner carriers, the Foundation Board (under the banner
carriers) and other dignitaries into the installation ceremony. Above,
President Erickson (second from right) is shown getting ready for the
ceremony with his wife, Lin, and brothers Robert and John, who
flew in from Missouri and Nebraska for the occasion.
NCC
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whammy for community colleges — reducing the state’s share of
the budget and school districts’ ability to support the college at the
very time when more students than ever find themselves unable
to afford tuition because they or family members are out of work.
This perfect storm could result in more students being excluded
from higher education than at any other time in recent history. We
simply cannot let that happen.
Yes, the higher education landscape has its share of challenges —
or, as we prefer to say at NCC, opportunities.
The good news is our commitment to innovation, informed
risk-taking and ability to move more quickly than other types of
institutions positions us well for the future.
In fact, part of what brought me to NCC was my firm belief
that the most innovative, exciting and important work of the next
decade will happen at places like Northampton.
But I was also attracted by our focus on the things that I think
matter most: students, our community and working together to
serve both. I wholeheartedly believe that the most successful colleges of the next decade will be defined by the clarity of their missions. And we lead the pack on that front.
We also have the kind of culture — often described as the
“Northampton Way” — that will serve us well in these turbulent
times. Of all the places I have worked, this is the place where I see
the least amount of ego, an authenticity of spirit and a willingness
to do whatever is necessary to get things done. It is a culture that
allows us to have the kinds of courageous conversations that these
times require.
Shortly after my arrival, the Cabinet went away on a retreat to
think “big thoughts” and discuss the characteristics of the highestperforming community colleges of the 21st century. Discussion of
these topics has continued as part of my “listening tour” with oth-

“people say we are a college
of the community. i love
that phrase. it captures
who we are so well.”
ers who know the College well. From these conversations, several
themes have begun to emerge regarding potential areas of focus that
will be most important in shaping our shared future.
At the top of that list are students and their success. No longer
is it sufficient for community colleges to simply provide access to
higher education. The open doors to higher education must not
just open — they must lead to clear pathways to success. We are
engaged in active conversations with school districts, universities
and employers to provide a seamless transition from high school to
NCC and then from us to the work world or to a four-year college.
To be the leading community college in the country, we must
also lead in innovative programs that address the educational hurdles faced by our students. As an Achieving the Dream leader col-
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“Part of what brought me to NCC was my firm belief that the most
innovative, exciting and important work of the next decade will happen
at places like Northampton.”

lege and the recent recipient of a Walmart grant addressing these
issues, we are well positioned to do just that.
Technology was also mentioned in nearly every conversation on
my listening tour. We can and should be one of the community
colleges on the leading edge of technology. At a recent workshop,
Tim Molchany, who teaches communication at Northampton, led
a group discussion on flipped classrooms and rethinking how technology can enhance teaching and learning. Our student body chairperson, Tim Semonich, has also challenged our faculty to become
increasingly innovative in the use of technology in their classrooms.
In my opinion, both Tims have it right! The student of today
learns differently than I did, and the eighth-grader who will be on
our doorstep in a few short years learns differently than this generation, so we need to prepare for that.
A commitment to rethinking the traditional classroom, upgrading our infrastructure and increasing integration between our online and in-classroom learning will be critically important to our
future. Colleges that harness technology and utilize it innovatively
will be the leaders in our field. I am convinced that we can excel
because we have a faculty focused on effective teaching/learning,
an innovative culture and a secret ingredient, Deb Burak, our new
chief information officer, who is providing strategic leadership for
these conversations.
Diversity and global engagement were also discussed frequently
as strengths of NCC that we must continue to build and leverage.
Diversity (international or domestic) is not something extra we do.
It is an educational imperative. Our students are entering a world
that is increasingly diverse, interconnected and flat. The more they
understand about other cultures and the more effectively they can
work with individuals whose backgrounds are different than their
own, the more successful they will become.
I am proud to be working at a college that can boast about a
63-percent growth in students of color in the last five years and a
college where the semester-to-semester persistence of our Latino
students is equal to that of our Caucasian students — virtually
unheard of in the higher education landscape. We are also a college that attracts international students from 43 nations around
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our globe. These students not only make us more diverse, they also
change the nature of our classroom conversations. A political science class with a student from Dubai or Yemen inspires different
conversations because those students are there, and every student
benefits by their presence.
The highest-performing community colleges of the 21st century
will not only be increasingly diverse, they will embrace diversity
as an important component of their educational mission. We are
blessed to have a college community firmly committed to these
values, residence halls that allow us to house our international students, strong leadership in our international office and Hispanic
and Pan-African caucuses that are the envy of our peers.
The last potential area of focus I would like to mention is the
leadership role we can and must play in
economic development. This, too, has
been mentioned in most of my meetings.
People say we are a “college of the community.” I love that phrase. It captures
who we are so well.
And one of our most important roles
is preparing the workforce to serve this
community. One in four graduates of
public high schools in Northampton
County attends NCC. Yes, one in four!
And one in six in Monroe County. Those
are huge numbers. And unlike most
other local colleges, 89 percent of our
graduates stay in this community after
they graduate.
We also have the ability to respond to
the changing environment in real time
— in a time frame that matches the demands of the world and community we
live in and at a tuition rate and with significant financial aid to ensure that our
reach is wide and deep, allowing every
resident of this community an opportunity to climb the educational ladder. We
are one of this community’s greatest engines for economic development.
We also believe in partnerships. If we
know about a workforce or community
need, we can respond to it, as shown by
our partnerships with hospitals, auto
dealers, dentists, school districts and
hundreds of companies and nonprofit
organizations who rely on us for training. We know that the leading
community colleges of our time must focus on economic development, and we are committed to this path.
Faced with a changing and challenging landscape, various colleges will choose to navigate these times differently. Some will hunker down like a driver in heavy traffic putting on the brakes, but
others like us will make tough decisions, go further with less fuel
(like my hybrid car) and invest strategically, finding new routes to
avoid those traffic jams and pass others by.
It is a little audacious to suggest in my inaugural address that

we can become the finest community college in the
country. I know that. But Northampton is a place fully
capable of reaching this seemingly lofty position.
Let me also be clear that the metrics for assessing our success will be based not on metrics derived at an external think
tank, but by how well we serve our students and this community.
We aspire to be the best not for ourselves, for glory or for ego —
that is not NCC — but because it will ensure we are making the
greatest difference in this community and the lives of our students.
Let me conclude by sharing with you two statistics and a story,
because they illustrate the extraordinary strengths of this place and
the power we have to transform lives.

“we aspire to be the best not for
ourselves, for glory or for ego —
that is not ncc — but because it will
ensure we are making the greatest
difference in this community and the
lives of our students.”

First the statistics: One of the great strengths of this college is
our faculty. In two of the past three years, the Pennsylvania Professor of the Year has come from Northampton. Think about that!
That recognition came from highly respected national bodies —
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the
Council for the Advancement of Education — but every student
group I’ve met with, including those who were gracious hosts in
the residence halls, has been quick to point out the strength of this
faculty. As Pennsylvania Professors of the Year, Dr. Anastasakos’ and
Dr. Leiser’s accomplishments are extraordinary, but they would be
NCC
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“every student group i’ve met
with — including those
who were gracious hosts in
the residence halls — has
been quick to point out the
strength of this faculty ...
it is a faculty of which we
are very proud.”

the first to tell you that they are representative of many other talented and dedicated faculty members at NCC. It is a faculty of
which we are very proud.
We also have the second-largest endowment of any community
college in the country. That benefits our students tremendously,
and it speaks volumes about this community. People here, including many in this audience, believe in Northampton and know that
an investment in us will make a difference in the lives of our students. We are very grateful for that. The endowment gives us and
our students a competitive advantage.
As I think about the transformative impact of this place, many
names and many stories could be told.
Stacey Tisdale comes to mind. Stacey’s mother died when she
was 10, and she dropped out of high school in the ninth grade.
After drifting for many years, she made the decision to pursue the
dreams she had long since abandoned. She moved to Tannersville,
enrolled in our GED program, learned to read and write effectively,
mastered algebra and, nurtured by our faculty and staff, grew in her
own self-confidence. She succeeded in earning her GED and went
on to take college courses, becoming a leader on our Monroe campus. She graduated with a business management degree in 2007
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and continued her studies at ESU, where she completed both her
bachelor’s and then a master’s degree in management and leadership in 2010 and now works as a social worker.
I also think of David Shaffer, co-president of Just Born, who
launched his own educational experience here at NCC, graduating
in 1977. Like many of our traditional-age students, David needed
direction and encouragement in charting his own path and found
this to be a great place to begin his journey. He is now one of the
college’s biggest supporters, a highly successful business leader and
a pillar of this community.
Or our very own Tim Semonich (student body president), who
was working on a factory floor three years ago when he decided
to come back to NCC and whose potential for success now seems
limitless.
Let me state loud and clear that there has never been a more
important time for us to invest in education than now. As these
stories show us, education like ours dramatically changes the trajectory of the lives of students who come here. Our programs for
displaced homemakers and our tuition assistance to those who are
unemployed speak to the heart of this place and the values that lie
at our very core.
The work we do is important work, inspiring work. I have
worked in education for 35 years and have felt blessed every moment, but I have never been more motivated or focused than I am
here at NCC. The impact of what we do is palpable every single
day. Thank you for providing me with this opportunity. Thank you
for your welcome, and thank you for what each of you will do to
support moving this college “of the community” forward. ◆

A WARM WELCOME
AND HIGH PRAISE
Greetings for the new president

on behalf of the business community:

on behalf of northampton
community college students:

“NCC is a wonderful resource.
It fills the needs of the business
community in need of the skills
offered to students, our future
employees and training for our
current employees.”

“You are not only a president;
you are a gardener who will
grow people. You are also a
foreman, working in a factory of
dreams. And you are a sergeant
in the war against ignorance.”

Steven Follett, president,
Follett Corporation

Timothy Semonich,
chairperson of Student Senate

on behalf of northampton community
college alumni association:

on behalf of colleges and universities
across the country:

“Dr. Mark Erickson will be an
excellent, compatible fit for
Northampton Community College
and for our alumni. We have your
back. We’re here to help you write
a new, successful chapter in our
history. Our community college
is in wonderful hands.”

“As a friend, I know Mark to be a
person of great personal warmth,
integrity, loyalty and dedication. As
a leader, he is steady, thoughtful,
smart and experienced.”
Dr. William D. Adams,
president, Colby College

Scott Raab ’92,
president of the Northampton Community
College Alumni Association

0n behalf of the faculty:

“NCC is a very strong
institution, but it got
stronger the day Mark was
named our fourth president.”

“We face a horizon of
challenges, but we are
well rooted, resourceful
and strong, and we
are ready to face those
challenges with you as
our new president.”
Dr. John K. Leiser,
associate professor of biology

on behalf of northampton’s
three previous presidents:

Dr. Arthur Scott,
Northampton Community
College’s third president

“We are convinced that through
your vision, ingenuity and
courage, we will successfully
address the future needs of our
students and of the community.
We wish you the very best as you
begin this journey.”
Dr. Vasiliki Anastasakos,
associate professor of political science
NCC
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45 and Counting

THERE WAS MUCH TO CELEBRATE AT NORTHAMPTON THIS FALL. AND CELEBRATE WE DID!
Not only did we welcome a new president, we also rejoiced in
the difference Northampton has made in the lives of 363,555
students who have taken classes here since the doors opened on
Oct. 2, 1967, and marveled at the ways in which Northampton
and the world have evolved in the last four and a half decades.
The week-long 45th anniversary festivities began on Sept. 30
with a round of tennis during which students and alumni got to
rally with Dr. Erickson, and he got to see just how many state
champions have played for NCC!
The exercise paid off later in the week as the new president met
with public school officials, business leaders, former board members and retirees over breakfasts and lunches filled with treats

from Hampton Winds and lively conversation.
The Alumni Awards Mixer and Athletic Hall of Fame induction brought more than 200 alumni and friends back to campus.
Students celebrated in their own way with music, dancing,
singing, videos, a confetti cannon blast and lots of birthday cake.
Then, just as the College did 45 years ago, Northampton
opened its doors to the community, this time for dinner and
dancing and the presentation of special awards honoring organizations and individuals who share a commitment to improving
the quality of life for others.
It was indeed a week to remember. Pictures help tell the story.

Athletes didn’t go hungry at the Athletic Hall of
Fame induction.

The trustees surprised Dr. Erickson with this illustrated history of NCC
written for the college’s 45th anniversary. Copies are available for
purchase in the bookstore.

Representatives of NCC’s sponsoring school districts
appreciated the opportunity to meet with the new
president prior to his inauguration.

Stars of the show: Dennis Aranyos ’69 (back right) and Joan and Arthur
Antonioni ’69 (front left) were featured in a video about what it was like to be
a student in 1967 when the college opened. They’re shown here at the Alumni
Awards mixer with President Erickson (back left), Foundation Board Chair
Bruce Palmer ’77 and Dennis’ wife, Beatrice.

Guests enjoyed mingling at an outdoor reception
after the inauguration.
NCC
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A Perfect Match

President Erickson displayed his winning form during the President’s Tennis Challenge that kicked off the 45th anniversary week. Current students, like brothers
Joel and Eduardo Aranda (in the caps below) and newlyweds Eden (Fimiano) and Mark Pugliese ’09 (in orange and blue), were among the players who turned out
for the round robin, organized by longtime tennis coach Jack Master (standing on the bench). The group included former state champions Ashley Bennett ’10, Matt
Crouse ’12, Megan Groh ’09, Amy Yeager Moyer ’03, Nicole Sharga and Hannah Thomas.
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Student Celebrations

Students welcomed the new president and celebrated the
college’s 45th anniversary with parties on both the Main
and Monroe campuses. Cake, gifts and confetti were on
the agenda, and Sam Spartan was in the house! u

NCC
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Community Fabric Awards Presentation
CAUSE FOR APPLAUSE

With glittering blue and white twinkle lights and fanciful chandeliers, Associate Professor
of Theatre Jaye Beetem and the students in her stagecraft class transformed the Arthur L.
Scott Spartan Center into a setting befitting the black-tie awards ceremony that marked the
conclusion of a weeklong celebration of NCC’s 45th anniversary and the inauguration of a
new president.
More than 330 guests dined on gourmet fare prepared by NCC’s culinary students. They
applauded the students. They applauded the college. They applauded the new president,
and they applauded the 2012 Community Fabric Award recipients — seven organizations
and individuals whose commitment to helping others has strengthened the fabric of the
communities Northampton serves.
Emcees Jim Harper and David Shaffer ’77 explained that the prestigious awards are only
presented once every five years, based on nominations submitted by community leaders,
business leaders and prior award winners. The winners, the program noted, “create a tapestry made up of the Lehigh Valley’s very best.”
When the applause subsided, the dancing began, as “Rio” once again delighted a
Northampton crowd with its energy and a musical repertoire spanning the decades. u
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honorees
large company
Martin Guitar

small company

Kressler, Wolff & Miller

companies established within
the past 10 years
Lehigh Valley IronPigs &
Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem

nonprofit organization
Allentown Rescue Mission

outstanding volunteer

R. Charles “Chuck” Stehly ’77

dream weaver

Michael J. Caruso
PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX
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Friends since college days: Paul and Eileen Evans Colahan ’72, Linda Hausman
Zimmers ’72 and her husband, Emory.

Happy Hoveys: Nancy and Steve Hovey at the reception. Steve is
a member of NCC’s Foundation Board.

Students applaud the honorees.
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Shall we dance? Professor of English Sharon Gavin-Levy with her husband, Harold.

Sally Jablonski ’78 and Tim Semonich, the chairperson of the Student Senate at NCC’s
Main Campus, congratulate Mike Caruso on his Dream Weaver Award as emcees
David Shaffer ’77 and Jim Harper look on.

Kurt Landes accepts the New Horizons Award for the Lehigh
Valley IronPigs.
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Alumni Awards Mixer
recipes for success

What special ingredients go into a recipe for success? Seven highly accomplished individuals who have a blend of
achievement and community involvement were honored on Oct. 3 at NCC’s Recipes for Success 2012 alumni awards presentation.

Joan Christopher ’91 received the
Distinguished Service to NCC Award
for strong participation in activities and programs that advance the
mission of the college.
Christopher is a co-author of “The
Lehigh Valley Cement Industry,” a
part of Arcadia Publishing’s Images
of America series, and she has done
research for several documentaries
on Lehigh Valley PBS. She is also an
active community volunteer. She majored in creative writing with a minor
in library science from Purdue University and later earned a NCC associate
degree in radio/TV.

tion. She serves as project director for
three programs that assist parents,
homemakers and students with low
income in getting the education they
need to enter or re-enter the job
market. She is also an active community volunteer.
Haytmanek was introduced by Dr.
Sharon Lee-Bond, a beneficiary of the
New Choices/New Options program
who described herself as a living
example of Haytmanek’s dedication.
Lee-Bond is now associate professor
of biology at NCC and the recipient
of a National Association of Biology
Teachers Award.

Walter Bartholomew ’97 was presented with the Distinguished Service
to the Community Award.
Born in 1972 with cystic fibrosis,
his life expectancy was 10 years. He
recently celebrated his 40th birthday
and leads a highly successful and busy
life, traveling around the world as
head of sales for Renishaw Diagnostics and serving as a scientific advisor
to other firms that produce medical
devices. He is active on the board
of the Lehigh Valley Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation, aiding in fundraising and
lobbying efforts. Bartholomew came
to NCC five years after graduating
from high school and went on to earn
a bachelor’s degree in genetic engineering at Purdue University.

Michael Caruso was named an
honorary alumnus of NCC for his
dedication and commitment to furthering the Northampton mission. A
past chair of the college’s Foundation
Board, he, along with his wife, Sandy,
established an endowed scholarship
fund at NCC in memory of his parents.
The fund aids students who have an
interest in entrepreneurship.
Caruso himself is a successful
entrepreneur, having founded the
Caruso Benefits Group. His extensive
community involvement includes serving on the Lehigh Valley Partnership
board of directors and as chairman of
Lehigh University’s Tower Society for
Planned Giving. A Lehigh graduate,
he is considered one of the greatest
wrestlers in the college’s history.

Maryann Haytmanek received
the Educator’s Award for accomplishments in education that contribute to
Northampton and the student popula-
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Tara Fetzer ’05 received the
Outstanding Young Alumna Award,
which recognizes a young alumnus

for exceptional professional achievement, community service and/or
service to the college.
After earning an associate degree
in veterinary technology from NCC
with a 4.0 GPA, Fetzer transferred to
Delaware Valley College, where she
graduated summa cum laude with a
bachelor’s degree in large animal science. She went on to North Carolina
State University to complete a doctorate in veterinary medicine, ranking
eighth in a class of 76.
A former Presidential Ambassador at NCC, Fetzer is the recipient of
many awards and honors. Because of
her responsibilities as an instructor at
Texas A&M University, she was unable to accept her award in person,
but she sent a message that said
attending NCC was the best decision
she has made in her life.
Richard Patricia ’89 was presented
with the Professional Achievement
Award for his work in broadcast
journalism and in education. Earlier
in his career, he worked for CNBC
on shows such as the Phil Donahue
Show, the Geraldo Rivera Show and
the John McLaughlin Show. Locally,
he produced daily segments on the
Philadelphia Eagles training camp
for RCN. One of his early videos,
“The Lehigh Valley’s Best-Kept
Secret,” received an Emmy nomination, and his film about living with
loved ones who suffer with mental
illness won a Silver Telly Award
and an Indie Award.
Patricia graduated from NCC

with an associate degree in
radio/TV, from William Paterson
University with a bachelor’s degree
in communications and from Wilkes
University with a master’s degree
in instructional technology and a
4.0 GPA. Recalling that a guidance
counselor advised him not to go to
college because he did so poorly
in high school, Patricia, like Fetzer,
said enrolling at NCC was the
best decision he ever made. “The
instructors are top-notch,” he said,
paying special tribute to Mario
and Donna Acerra, professors of
communication.
Patricia now teaches at Warren
County Technical School, where he
takes great satisfaction in seeing his
students succeed. He was named
Teacher of the Year in 2012.
John Posh ’88 received the
President’s Award, presented
to an individual who reflects the
unique character, personality and
level of excellence typified by a
Northampton education. Since his
graduation from NCC, Posh has
had a distinguished career in
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI),
including clinical imaging, research,
education and administration. He
is now director of the MRI program
at the University of Pennsylvania
and an adjunct lecturer in radiology
and forensics at Quinnipiac
University. He also serves on several
committees of the International
Society of Magnetic Resonance
in Medicine. u
PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX
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Athletic Hall of Fame Induction
A Proud Day for Spartans

The sixth annual Northampton Community College Athletic Hall of Fame induction was a classy affair.
Current and former athletes, coaches and guests mingled over finger food before the ceremony and celebrated with chocolate fondue afterward. Men sported orange and black ties. Troy Hein, of Channel 69
Sports, presided.
In their acceptance speeches, inductees focused more on their gratitude to coaches, family and colleagues than on their own impressive accomplishments.
First up was Amy Yeager Morgan ’03, introduced by
tennis coach Jack Master, who described her selection as a “nobrainer.” Morgan played on championship teams in tennis and
basketball at NCC, earning all-tournament honors in basketball, all-state honors in tennis and capturing a state doubles
title. “Every now and then, you find a player who will bring
to your team something no one else can bring — qualities like
heart and desire.” Morgan was that kind of player, Master said.
Colleen Irelan ’83 was also a two-sport athlete, competing in softball and volleyball. Volleyball was her passion.
She led the 1979 team to a conference championship, was
named to all-conference and all-tournament teams and
became NCC’s female athlete of the year. She went on to
play at Juniata, leading the Hawks to the National College
Athletic Association tournament and becoming Juniata’s
first-ever volleyball All-American. “Speaking of Northampton,” Irelan said, “I had many great times here. Volleyball
was a big part of it, but so was education. I learned a lot.”
The other three inductees into the Hall of Fame were staff members who created opportunities for
NCC student-athletes in a variety of ways:
Sue Kubik, who retired in June as vice president of institutional advancement, was hailed for setting up
an athletic endowment to provide funds for athletic equipment and other purposes, for raising thousands
of dollars for student scholarships and for the construction of the Spartan Center. “She had a special place
in her heart for the athletic program,” said Mardi McGuire-Closson, vice president of student affairs.
President Emeritus Arthur Scott was lauded for his support of athletics during his 36 years at Northampton, especially for overseeing the opening of the Spartan Center (since named in his honor), and for playing a critical role in the transition from the Eastern Pennsylvania Collegiate Conference to the National
Junior College Athletic Association.
RoseAnn Palsi was recognized for her 23 years of service to the Pennsylvania Collegiate Conference,
where she had to “keep track of 33 colleges and 33 athletic directors.” Palsi described herself as “a very
non-athletic person” when NCC’s former athletic director, Bill Bearse, offered her a position in NCC’s
Athletic Department, but she said she grew through the experience.
Palsi encouraged students to “look for your opportunities on the field, in your education, in your
careers and your life. Opportunities are not always clearly marked. In fact, they may be disguised as unimportant or social or even wrapped in terror, but do look, appreciate the professionals around you who
create your opportunities and do not turn positive opportunities away. You will learn and grow in ways
beyond your imagination.” ◆

the class of 2012:
(left to right) Dr. Arthur Scott,
Colleen Irelan ’83, Amy Yeager
Morgan ’03, and RoseAnn Palsi.
Sue Kubik is not pictured.

NCC
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Historical
Facts

1967–2012

The Northampton Community
College Board of Directors, site
selection committee chairman
liked what he saw when he
scouted 165 acres in Bethlehem
Township from a Piper plane in
early 1966. This tract, then a
farm, became the Main Campus
of NCC, chosen out of 12
possible locations. The purchase
of the East 40 section, in the late
1990s, enlarged the campus to
208 acres.

In large part, NCC owes its
existence to Jeanette Reibman,
an outstanding state legislator
who helped bring about the
Community College Act in 1963
and gained the approval for
NCC’s establishment. She was
an original trustee and remained
a great friend to the college. The
Reibman Hall Children's Center
is named in her honor.

NCC’s first board of trustees
held their first organizational
meeting in the Pomfret Club,
in downtown Easton, on June
27, 1966. Thereafter, the
board held meetings in the
Easton National Bank building.
Dr. Glenn J. Christensen,
provost and vice president of
Lehigh, chaired the meeting.
In attendance were some of
the area’s most prominent
business and civic leaders. The
college’s Christensen Award for
Excellence in Teaching is named
after Christensen.

Cornfields once held sway over
the area that is now NCC. A
farmhouse, sheds and a barn
stood alongside the sheaves.

Cramped, narrow trailers on the
north side of campus served as
offices for staff and faculty in
NCC’s early years.

Opening Day for NCC was
on Oct. 2, 1967. A student body
of 404 full-time and part-time
students took their seats, guided
by 21 professional
staff members.

The first course to be offered
at NCC — even before credit
courses began — was a noncredit community education
class to prepare people to take
the Certified Public Accountant
examination. The class was held
in August 1967.

From the beginning, the college’s
standards for hiring teaching
staff were high. The first
faculty members held degrees
from Columbia, Yale, Lehigh
and Temple universities, the
University of North Carolina
and 10 other well-respected
institutions.
The north side of Green Pond
Road was constructed before
the south side. The original
campus consisted of eight onestory, barracks-like buildings
named for letters of the alphabet.
Courtyards and covered
walkways linked the buildings. In
addition, the campus contained
a remodeled house named “M”
building for music. As students
filled makeshift classrooms in
the fall of 1967, hammers rang
as carpenters finished their work.

In 1967, tuition cost for
students from one of the
college’s 12 original sponsoring
school districts was $14 a
credit. (Through mergers of
school districts, the number of
sponsoring school districts was
later reduced to eight.)

NCC’s original academic
offerings consisted of eight
career programs, five transfer
programs and a developmental
program. The first programs
were accounting, advertising
art, business administration,
business data processing,
education, electric-electronic
technology, engineering,
industrial lab technology, law
enforcement, liberal arts, liberal
arts-science related, library
assistant, secretarial and
general studies.

NCC was first known as
Northampton County Area
Community College. The
nickname “Nackak,” invented
by a faculty spouse, persisted
for decades afterward, long
after the college’s name had
been changed to Northampton
Community College. Nowadays,
students call the college “Nack.”

In 1969, most NCC graduates
who had entered the workforce
upon graduation reported
incomes of $100-$150 per week.

The invocation and benediction
at the first NCC commencement
were given by Rabbi Alexander
Feinsilver of Easton’s Temple
Covenant of Peace. The NCACC
Choir sang “Cantate Domino,”
“Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor”
and “Praise We Sing to Thee.”
Robert E. Schanck, Ph.D., played
the processional and recessional
on an organ.

NCC’s first formal commencement
ceremony took place on June
4, 1969, on the grounds of the
Moravian Seminary for Girls,
now Moravian Academy’s Upper
School. Seventy-one students
graduated, with 25 more to
follow during the summer.

In the college’s early days, you
could easily spot new freshmen.
They were the ones wearing
orange beanies.

From the beginning, NCC’s
founders determined that the
college would be a “major
educational resource for the total
community.” Therefore, classes
were scheduled during day and
evening hours to accommodate
working adults as well as recent
high school graduates.

NCC’s funeral service education
program is one of only two
in Pennsylvania. The other is
located across the state, in
western Pennsylvania.

The first computer lab for
students opened during the
1978-79 academic year.

We knew him when! On the
brink of mega-stardom, singer/
songwriter Billy Joel performed
at NCC on Feb. 10, 1974. His
first hit, “Piano Man,” had been
released just months before.

As building proceeded on the
south campus, enrollment
outpaced construction. In the
early ’70s, some students took
classes in space leased from
the Moravian Seminary for Girls,
the Clearfield School, Easton
Hospital, the Nancy Run Fire
Department, and the Bethlehem
Area Vocational-Technical School.

The Laub Lounge, in College
Center, gets its name from Dr.
Irene Laub (1899-1989), the first
woman to head the Northampton
County Medical Society.

In the 1970s, Professor Len
Roberts initiated Poetry Month.
Over the years, luminaries such
as Pulitzer Prize-winning poet
W.D. Snodgrass, Lucille Clifton,
former U.S. Poet Laureate Philip
Levine, Marge Piercy and many
others read from their works and
mingled with students.

The Monroe Campus originated
in a renovated garment factory
as the Monroe Center. In 1993,
it became a full-fledged NCC
campus.

In 1992-93, NCC students
traveled to the Lycée Jean
Lurçat, in Paris, for NCC’s first
international study program.

The music and words for NCC’s
alma mater, “Oh Northampton,”
were written by Professor Mario
Acerra and performed for the first
time in 1992. The song has been
a tradition at important college
events ever since.

Art as a Way of Learning, created
by NCC and Binney and Smith
(now known as Crayola), is a
cornerstone for early childhood
education at NCC. It has become
a national model for educating
young children.

In NCC’s early days, wind proved
a major feature of life on a
largely open campus. On one
occasion, during the 1970-71
academic year, gusts knocked out
an electrical transformer, closing
the college for a “wind day.”

Starting in 2007, college mascot
“Sam Spartan” began to “friend”
NCC students on Facebook. Thus
began the use of social media to
communicate within and without
the college.

In 2007, the Spartans softball
team scored one of the longest
winning streaks in the history
of college sports, with a tally
of 94-0.

In recent years, NCC has hosted
internationally known speakers,
including former President
Bill Clinton, Senator John
Kerry, Chelsea Clinton, Marian
Wright Edelman and Doris
Kearns Goodwin. Thousands
of community members have
attended these talks.

In March 2005, NCC purchased a
six-story former Bethlehem Steel
office building on Bethlehem’s
south side.

Compiled by Myra Saturen

In 2009 and 2011 NCC
professors were named
Pennsylvania Professor of the
Year. Those honored were Vasiliki
Anastasakos, associate
professor of political science,
and John. K. Leiser, associate
professor of biology. ◆

By 2012, more than 30,000 people
were taking advantage of the
educational, workforce training,
cultural and health care services
that NCC and community partners
offer there.

On October 18, 2011, NCC
trustees and friends wielding
shovels broke ground for a new
Monroe Campus, slated to open
in January 2014. The campus will
be just off Route 715 and will
cover 72 beautifully landscaped
acres. It will accommodate more
than twice the students served by
the old campus.

In 2010, alumnus Roger Ross
Williams became the first NCC
graduate to win an Academy
Award, in the best short
documentary category, for “Music
by Prudence,” about Prudence
Mabhena, a Zimbabwean
musician and bandleader with
daunting disabilities.

In August 1986, NCC became
the first community college
in Pennsylvania to offer oncampus housing when the NCC
Foundation underwrote the
construction of a small apartment
building. Within a few years,
two residence halls were added,
enhancing student life.

Design by Mundania Horvath: After studying communications
design at Northampton Community College, Horvath opened
her own design studio, Reconstructing Ideas. You can enjoy her
blog which focuses on Pittsburgh’s art scene and architecture at
www.steeltownanthem.com. Her work is available for purchase
at www.etsy.com/shop/reconstructingideas.

The Northampton Community
College Foundation was started
in 1969, making it one of the first
community college foundations in
the country. Today the foundation
ranks sixth among the nation’s
1,200 American community
colleges, according to the
National Association of College
and University Business Officers.
The foundation provides more
private scholarship funds than
any other community college in
Pennsylvania.

During the tumultuous days of
the Vietnam War, trustees, in
an annual report, characterized
students as “neither militant
nor apathetic.” The report went
on to say that students during
this period made their voices
increasingly heard in the areas
of college policies that affected
them and by serving on college
committees. The college also
held a “day of witness” during
the nationwide strike following
the invasion of Cambodia.
Speakers representing a range of
views shared their perspectives.
Students, faculty and staff
organized the event.

The first donations to NCC from
local organizations came from
the Junior Women’s Club, the
Kiwanis Club of Easton and the
Easton Educational Fund.

For a short time, the Quad was
called the Agora, “gathering
place” in ancient Greek.

Up until 2001, an elevated
pedestrian bridge, like the one
between College Center and
Penn Hall, also connected
College Center to Northampton
Hall, now named Kopecek Hall.
The bridge spanned the area
where the Quad now stands.

Out of the Seiple tract of land,
purchased by NCC in the late
1990s, the East 40 began to take
shape in the 2000s. East 40 has
become a “green” resource for
academic programs, the Reibman
Hall Children’s Center, Hampton
Winds restaurant and members
of the community.
In 2008, NCC earned the
prestigious National Endowment
for the Humanities Challenge
Grant and a “We the People”
designation, aimed at
strengthening the teaching, study
and understanding of American
history and culture.

NCC counts among its graduates
four-time winner of the Pulitzer
Prize for photography Carol Guzy.

Programming
NEH
hello, mr. president

NEH grant brings George Washington to NCC
This fall George Washington became the third president of the
United States to visit NCC. Two years earlier Bill Clinton stopped
by to stump for a local Democratic candidate.
Washington was not on the hustings. His mission was educational. And he was not a zombie. He was the professional reenactor
who portrays Washington at Mount Vernon.
Washington (known in his other life as Dean Malissa) spoke at
Northampton as part of the second year of humanities programming
made possible through the challenge grant the college received from
the National Endowment for the Humanities. Last year’s focus
was the 150th anniversary of the Civil War and “The Meaning of
Freedom: 1865 to Today.” This year’s is “The American Presidency.”
Dr. Brian Alnutt, assistant professor of history, is the faculty coordinator. “The 2012 election offers a promising opportunity to
engage in a multifaceted exploration of the American presidency,”
Alnutt says. “As one presidential term ends and another commences, this program will engage NCC and its wider community
in discoveries, discussions and debates about the ways the American
presidents have used the office and related questions about how
Americans perceive the role and powers of the federal government
in American life.”
Throughout the fall semester, films, presentations and discussions have focused on the early presidents: George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson.
Programs for the spring will feature later presidents and include a
public address by Michael Beschloss, a highly respected presidential
scholar who frequently appears as a political commentator on the
PBS News Hour and NBC News. He will come to campus on April
18 to discuss his book “Presidential Courage.”
The NEH grant NCC received was the largest of its kind when
it was awarded. Matched by generous donors who are supporters of
NCC, it earned the college a “We the People” designation, placing
it among a select group of projects associated with an NEH initiative aimed at strengthening the teaching, study and understanding
of American history and culture.
The benefits accrue not only to the college, but also to community partners: the Bethlehem Area Public Library, Bethlehem Area
School District, Eastern Monroe Public Library, Historic Bethlehem Partnership, Monroe County Historical Association and the
Stroudsburg Area School District. More than 400 students from
East Hills Middle School got to hear George Washington’s story on
his visit to Bethlehem. u
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Happenings

special
celebrations

“faces of the dream”
honoring african
american heritage

classical
cuisine

Feb. 14:
Join us for our annual Classical
Cuisine Dinner and Silent Auction
Thursday, February 14, 2013. Enjoy a
themed gourmet dinner prepared by
our culinary arts students. For details
and tickets go to www.northampton.
edu/specialevents

music and
dance
Dec. 7:

community chorus
holiday concert

art

Nov.1 – Dec. 14:

searching for
timeless moments

This exhibit will feature
photography by Anthony and
Florence Rodale. Sponsored by
Art Programs at NCC in
collaboration with InVision
Photography Festival and Lehigh
Valley Photography Month.
Opening reception: Nov. 9,
Communications Hall Gallery, 5 – 8
p.m. The exhibit will be Mondays –
Thursdays, 8 a.m. – 10 p.m.; Fridays
and Saturdays, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Closed on Sundays.

Holiday favorites, including “Carol
of the Bells,” “Angels Carol,” “O
Holy Night” and “Deck the Halls,”
will be performed by NCC’s
community chorus, Bel Canto Dalle
Stelle. 7:30 p.m. in Lipkin Theatre,
Kopecek Hall. $5 donation or a
nonperishable food item to benefit
the needy.

Starting with a day of community
service on January 21, Northampton's
annual celebration of Black History
Month and the legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., will include a
guest speaker, drama and dance
performances, a prose and poetry
contest, a student debate and a
special photo display. For details,
visit www.northampton.edu.

Jan. 26:

winter
commencement

Dr. Daniel H. Weiss, president
of Lafayette College, will be the
speaker at the 11 a.m. ceremony
honoring August and December
graduates in the Arthur L. Scott
Spartan Center, Main Campus.

Jan. 28:

litwak dental
clinic open house

Tour NCC’s dental clinic in its
new location in the Fowler Family
Southside Center during an open
house beginning at 11:30. Schedule
a screening or cleaning while you’re
there! Named for Dr. Aaron and Sarah
Litwak, the clinic is proudly sponsored
by Capital BlueCross and staffed
by NCC’s dental hygiene students
working with area dentists. It serves
close to 1400 patients a year.

especially
for youth

Cops ’n’ Kids Reading Room,
Room 403, Fowler Family Southside
Center,10 a.m. – noon.

meet the author

Ten books will be awarded in a
drawing on the day of the event.
Additional books will be available
to purchase.

Dec. 1: Jaye Beetem, “Holiday
Tails,” for children in grades
pre-K and up. To register, call
1-877-543-0998.

saturday at the
reading room

Dec. 8: Paintbox Party with
children’s mural artist and author
Roey Ebert. Paint a picture pretty
enough to give as a gift. Only
20 seats available; registration
required. For preschool children to
grade 5. 10 a.m. – noon.
To register, call 610-861-5526.

The Reading Room is also open
Wednesdays, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. and
other first and third Saturdays of
the month from September – May,
10 a.m. – noon. ◆

Dec. 13, 14:

dance showcase

Watch as students from the
Northampton Dance Ensemble
and Acta Non Vera perform pieces
choreographed by NCC dance
faculty. 11 a.m. on Dec. 13 and 7:30
p.m. on Dec. 14 in Lipkin Theatre,
Kopecek Hall. Admission is free
with a donation of a nonperishable
food item for a local food bank.

ncc winter
session classes
CONSIDER A GIFT OF EDUCATION FOR THE
HOLIDAYS. Help someone enroll in a Winter Session online
class over the 5 week holiday break. Credits can transfer to many
area colleges. More details at northampton.edu/wintersession.
NCC
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Seen

Third Annual
Lehigh Valley Food
& Wine Festival

More than 2,200 guests enjoyed sampling wines
from around the world and foods from some of
the Lehigh Valley’s best restaurants at this annual
event that benefits NCC. The Sands Casino Resort
Bethlehem is the perfect host!

Emeril!

Learning from the master: NCC culinary arts majors Tyler
Baxter, Olivia Razzano and Emily Heydt got some pointers
from Emeril after his cooking demonstration at the Food &
Wine festival.
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On the Links

The NCC Foundation raised more than $35,000
during its 32nd annual golf tournament on Sept.
17 at Woodstone Country Club. The golfers below
were not necessarily the winners, but there were
no losers among the 120 enthusiastic participants.

Volunteering

Alumni board members Scott Raub ’92, Mary
Jane McAteer ’77 (right) and Nancy Hutt, the
administrative assistant in the Alumni Office,
dish up a meal and some smiles at the Trinity
Arc Soup Kitchen.

Therapeutic
Thursday

Dawn Dzienis ’98 and Elaine Vasko ’04 ’05
enjoy a “Spartini” at this new event hosted
by the Alumni Association at the Apollo
Grill in Bethlehem.

Congratulations,
Dr. Starace!

The alumni board and guests toast Director of
Alumni Affairs Melissa Starace on successfully
defending her doctoral dissertation at the
University of Pennsylvania.

NCC
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Notes
accounting

2012 Mary Borst of Blandon
is employed in the Academic
and Student Affairs division at
Kutztown University. She received
a bachelor’s degree in business
administration from Kutztown
University in 1984 and a master’s
degree from Capella University
in February.
2012 Tina Brown of Danielsville
works for A&A Limousine Service
in Northampton.
2012 Frank Spaits of Bath is a
CNC operator at Phoenix Forging
in Catasauqua.

advertising design

2000 Gregory Panto is the owner
of an online magazine business
called More Than a Snapshot
(www.morethanasnapshot.org),
which focuses on businesses and
exposure through a very unique,
affordable, social and interactive
experience. Gregory and his wife,
Kim, live in Easton and have two
children, Madison and Paige.

biological science

2005 Paula Howard is an LPN
at Devonhouse Senior Living in
Allentown. She and her husband,
Charles, live in Lehighton and have
two children.

business
administration

2006 Richard DeJulio of
Saylorsburg is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in business
administration with a major in
finance from Temple University Fox
School of Business in Philadelphia.

2011 Darrell Pacheco of
Bethlehem, who received a
bachelor’s degree from Dickinson
University in May, was elected by
Dickinson’s board of trustees to
serve as the young alumni trustee.

2012 Maninder Kaur of Bethlehem
is the CEO of National Transport
Carriers, Inc. in Bethlehem.

alumni share their stories
general studies

2005 Lisa Lasko of Easton is
a clinical therapist at Holcomb
Behavioral Health Systems in
Easton. She received a bachelor’s
degree from Moravian College in
2008 and an M.Ed. from Lehigh
University in May.
2006 Diana Holva of Bethlehem

communication
studies

office
administration

1999 Jolynn Achaj of Mount
Wolf received a bachelor’s degree
in health care management from
Immaculata University in May.

paralegal

2008 Kari Clayton of Basking
Ridge, N.J., is a patent specialist at
Pfizer in Madison, N.J.
2011 Tanean Schaller of

2012 Philip Roth of Bath is the
area manager of live entertainment
at Dorney Park & Wildwater
Kingdom in Allentown.

computer
info technologynetworking

2012 Justin Wagner of East
Bangor works part time at NCC’s
computer service department’s
help desk.

dental hygiene

1980 Roberta Domlesky of
Minersville is a deputy court
administrator for the orphan’s court
in Schuylkill County, Pa.

early childhood

1983 Clarann Filko recently retired
from the Saucon Valley School District. She and her husband, Stephen,
celebrated their 47th wedding anniversary in July. They have one daughter, Stevi, and three grandchildren,
Sydney, Zachary and Owen.
1992 Jennifer Zingales of Easton
has recently been appointed the
coordinator of special education for
the early intervention program at
Colonial Intermediate Unit 20.

is a financial aid/veterans affairs
assistant at NCC. She received the
Support Staff Excellence Award at
NCC’s Staff Appreciation Dinner
this year.

medical billing
specialist

2012 Sandra Ross of Bethlehem
has been awarded a scholarship
from the American Association of
University Women (AAUW). She
plans to use the scholarship to
advance to a medical assistant
specialized diploma in 2013.

Bethlehem is working toward
obtaining a bachelor’s degree in
business administration and human
resources. She was recently married.

radio/tv

2000 Robert Brotzman of

medical office
specialist

2012 Susan Zona of Pen Argyl
is an optometric technician at
Professional Eye Associates in
Mount Pocono.

Allentown is a broadcast video
engineer at MLB Network. He won
continued on page 30
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shara & steve ’00 albrich

Shara Albrich admits she had noticed a certain student in her microbiology class
12 years ago but immediately dismissed the thought of dating him. After all,
she wasn’t looking for love — it was time to focus on her classwork. And, she
figured, he looked much too young for her.
But Shara’s lab partner had a different idea.
“She saw a match before I did but never said anything,” Shara said. “One
night, she invited a group from class to go out to dinner. She had it all preplanned, later admitting she had conspired to get us together.”
Turns out the group the lab partner had in mind was quite small: three to
be exact. As her classmate had predicted, and then witnessed at dinner, Shara

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX
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and the other student — her future husband, Steve ’00, connected
right away. They laughed for hours, closing the restaurant that night.
Steve wasn’t the 18-year-old recent high school graduate Shara
thought he was. He had already received a degree from the radiography program at Northampton. He returned to NCC after his clinical
training, when he realized a passion to go further with his career in
medicine. He, like Shara, was taking transfer courses in preparation
for entering DeSales University’s physician assistant program.
The couple, who married in 2005 and live in Little Gap, say they
found a perfect match in each other. As physician assistants at different practices (she works at Careworks, a walk-in clinic based in
Schnecksville, and he works in the ER at Gnaden Huetten Memorial
Hospital in Lehighton), the two can talk shop when they need to.
“I really respect her talent,” Steve said. “We often see different
kinds of cases, so sometimes I’ll call from the ER and ask her opinion.
We don’t talk a lot about the job at home, but if I’ve had a crazy day,
she understands what I’m going through.”
Shara describes Steve as a “ridiculous free spirit,” adding, “He’s
calming and soothing. No matter what life throws at us, his energy
and smile make everything OK.”
She says their love of outdoors and travel plays a big part
in their lives. The couple, in 2007, saved money while living with
Steve’s mother, then left their secure employment and traveled for
six months.
“We saved up, quit our jobs and backpacked, visiting friends
along the way,” Steve said. “We lived out of a car. It was such a
liberating feeling every day.”
Steve asked Shara to marry him on a ski lift in South Lake Tahoe
during one of their trips.
Shara said the couple hope to become certified in Advanced Wilderness Life Support sometime soon — training that will help them
both professionally and personally.
Meanwhile, she is enjoying the chance to help the variety of
patients she can serve at a walk-in clinic. With no receptionist or
nurse, it is quite a different workplace from the hospital position her
husband holds.
Steve says he enjoys working in an emergency room setting and
likes that his position affords him a chance to get to know his patients.
“I enjoy taking care of people and talking to people,” he said. “I’ve met
amazing people who have flown planes in World War II, have survived the Holocaust, and they share these stories with you.”
They both credit NCC with helping to get them on a career path they both enjoy.
It can’t hurt either that her husband was waiting for her, right there in her
microbiology class. u
by Sandy Stahl
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Donor Profile

Neighbor
to
Neighbor
& friend to friend

ESSA Bank & Trust’s Gary Olson (standing, second to left) and Suzie Farley
(seated, left) jacket meet with five NCC students who have benefitted from the
foundation's scholarship program.

“ we’re not about making a big
splash,” says suzie farley of the essa
foundation.“we’re about making a
difference in people’s lives.”
The charitable giving arm of
Stroudsburg-based ESSA Bank &
Trust has been making a difference
in the lives of Northampton
Community College’s Monroe
students for more than 15 years.
The banking family has been
making an impact on Monroe
County for a lot longer than that.
Founded in 1916 as East
Stroudsburg Building & Loan,
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the bank evolved into the East
Stroudsburg Savings Association
in the 1960s and then grew into
ESSA Bank & Trust.
“We are a lot bigger now than
we were in 1916,” says Suzie
Farley, who serves as ESSA’s
corporate secretary and director of
investor relations, “but we are first
and foremost our customers’ local
bank. For us, that means being

active, engaged and present in
the community.”
Involvement has been a
hallmark for the bank since
John Gish started the Building
& Loan to help Monroe citizens
buy or build their own homes.
He also served as president of
the East Stroudsburg School
Board, was instrumental in
saving East Stroudsburg State
Teachers College (now East
Stroudsburg University) in 1933
when “economizers” in the state
legislature wanted to shut the
school down and helped to create
the J. Simpson Africa Masonic
Lodge, which remains an active
and vital part of Monroe County
today.
“ESSA is a living history of our
community,” says Farley. But it’s
clear that the focus is on making
a hands-on impact for today and
tomorrow.
“At first,” says Farley,
“charitable giving came directly
from the bank. As we grew, our
leadership got together to consider
more effective ways of responding
to community needs. There was
some thought that giving would
become a part of our marketing
program, but honestly, that didn’t
last long. For Jack Wallie, our
former president, John Burrus,
who is chairman of the board, and
Dick Talbot, then our marketing
director, the reason for creating the
foundation was simply, ’This is the
right thing to do.’”

Since 1998, the ESSA
Foundation has made grants to
local libraries, hospitals, schools,
Scouts and a huge range of arts,
civic and service organizations.
“We spend hours studying every
proposal,” says Farley, “but
community support is not just
about making grants for us. Our
employees volunteer at libraries to
read with kids. We make personal
visits to greet heart patients at
Pocono Medical Center. We spend
time with clients at the Devereux
Pocono Center, and we get to
know the kids who receive ESSA
scholarships. We want to be
involved in a neighbor-to-neighbor
and friend-to-friend kind of way.”
Northampton Community
College received one of the very
first ESSA Foundation grants when
the foundation helped support the
expansion of NCC’s Tannersville
campus in 1998. The Community
Room there bears the ESSA name.
Since then, the foundation has
been a regular sponsor of NCC
events. It created a scholarship
program for Monroe County
students and pledged $750,000
to the library that will be part of
NCC’s new Monroe Campus and
will bear the ESSA name.
“We’re a lot like NCC,” says
Farley. “In the communities we
serve, people can be sure that we
are going to be part of building a
great place to live and learn and
work and play.” u
by Paul Acampora
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teresa brady hind ’00,
spencer & fallon ’11 young
needed education to do what I wanted to do in life, and I thought
it was a good example for them to see me going to classes.”
Hind, a Bethlehem resident, had grown up around the College and had known alumni who spoke highly of the school. But it
was the flexibility of classes that had her sold. “As an expecting
mother, I didn’t want to commit to something right away, knowing
I’d be taking breaks. This way, I could go as my schedule permitted,” she said.
As the years passed, Northampton became a bigger part of
family life: The kids spent their formative years in the College’s
preschool, then continued to take classes through Horizons for
Youth, which offers enrichment classes for school-aged children.
“It was such a wonderful experience for them, and I knew
they were well taken care of while I was in class,” Hind said.
Fallon said these early experiences, such as a particularly
memorable magic class she took during the summer she was in
third grade, helped ease the transition from high school to college.
“My mom was one of the main influences, since she had
amazing experiences with her professors,” she explained. “But
since I was familiar with the College, it felt welcoming in that
respect — I knew the hallways. Whenever I’d walk the campus,
I’d think of 9-year-old me.”
Fallon is now studying genetics at Arcadia University in suburban Philadelphia. Her brother re-enrolled at Northampton this
fall after a short break, looking to sharpen his skills in Web design
and animation.
“My mom definitely helped me choose NCC,” Spencer said.
“She said, ’It’s right here, cheap and has the program you want.’ It
was hard to get into the groove of college, and I didn’t want to be
too far from home. It was a great choice for me.”
Hind, who graduated with a liberal arts degree and continued
on to Albright College for a degree in business administration and
management, says she still relies on the knowledge she gained in
so many areas while at NCC.
“It’s information that I still use to this day in so many aspects
of
my
life. Every class I had has enriched my life experience. There
Teresa Brady Hind (center) with her two oldest children, Spencer and Fallon Young.
were times in my business classes that I was able to link a topic
from sociology or a psychology class that I had taken at NCC. In
my travels to Europe, I have been more informed of art and the culture because
When Teresa Brady Hind ’00 attends an alumni event on campus, chances are
of having had art history. I learned to love algebra and statistics, thanks to the
she’ll run into a few people she’s seen very recently.
determination of my teachers at NCC to make sure every student was learning.”
Quite possibly as recently as the breakfast table.
As chief of staff at Marmaras & Smith LLC, Financial Planners, a wealth adviHind started a family tradition more than two decades ago after enrolling at
sory practice in Bethlehem, and mother of three children, she has kept busy, but
Northampton while she was pregnant with her first child, Spencer Young. In the
she doesn’t plan to stop there. She says she yearns to take her knowledge in a difyears following her graduation, her son, now 22, and Hind’s eldest daughter, Fallon
ferent direction — going into business for herself someday. Hind is in the process
Young, 20, both enrolled at the College. And all three family members expect that
of doing research and a business plan.
Hind’s youngest daughter, Keely, 15, will follow suit after graduation from Liberty
Meanwhile, she says she is proud to watch her children follow in her footHigh School.
steps. “It’s so great to have such a big experience we can share,” she said.u
“It’s one of the things I was hoping for, and I’m glad they chose it,” Hind said of
her children’s decision to begin their college careers at NCC. “I wasn’t a traditional
by Sandy Stahl
student — I started working right out of high school. As time went on, I realized I
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michael smull ’91
& justin seipel ’96

continued from page 26

an Emmy award for outstanding
technical team at MLB Network
and also won an Edison award
for innovation in media and
communications for the MLB
Network Ballpark CAM system.

registered nursing

2009 Susan Leeah Nastasee
of Bethlehem is employed at
Kindred Hospital in Easton as an
ICU/telemetry RN. She is also
a wound care-certified nurse
and a member of the American
Association of Critical Care Nurses
and the National Student Nurses
Association. She is currently
attending Penn State University
online full time, pursuing her
bachelor’s degree in nursing. Her
ultimate goals are to receive a
doctorate in nursing, work as a
level-one trauma critical care nurse
and become a nursing professor.

secretarial science
administration
1987 Tamara Tucker Mehlig of

Business partners Michael Smull and Justin Seipel of Big Pixel Studio, bigpixelstudio.com
Though Michael Smull and Justin Seipel have been in business together for three years, their relationship goes far
back. When Smull worked as an art director at The Dubbs Company during the mid-’90s, he was looking for names of
recent grads who might want to do some work for him. He called Gerry Rowan, former chair of the art department at
Northampton, and was connected to Seipel.
“We clicked right away and learned a lot from each other. Even when Justin ventured out on his own, we stayed in
touch and continued to help each other out,” Smull said.
Seipel agreed. “I was very anxious to get out of my current position and jumped at the chance. We met, I handed him
my portfolio on a 3.5-inch floppy disk, and the rest is history,” he said.
Both had experience working for companies and running their own businesses. They’ve also watched technology
change over the years (no more floppy disks!) and have strived to stay ahead of the curve. When circumstances were
right, the pair decided to venture out together, forming Big Pixel Studio, a full-service design company that specializes
in Web design.
The company relies largely on word-of-mouth and past relationships to add to its growing list of clients. “When
people are happy with what we’ve done for them, they pass on our name,” Smull said.
Smull has even come full circle, coming back to the college to occasionally teach the new generation of students
looking to enter the design profession. “I always try to get my students to understand what it will be like out in the real
world of advertising and design. I give them projects and deadlines that are right in line with the type of projects we get,”
he said. “That’s the way it was when I got my degree, and I want to make sure that it stays that way.” u

Wind Gap is the assistant to the
president at NCC. She received the
professional staff excellence award
at NCC’s staff appreciation dinner
this year.

by Sandy Stahl
continued on page 32
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lindsey ’03 & stephen
habrial jr. ’03

Margaret Almon and Wayne Stratz, owners of Nutmeg Designs.
www.etsy.com/shop/nutmegdesigns

margaret almon ’87
& wayne stratz ’84
Margaret Almon and Wayne Stratz met in the NCC library in 1986. Wayne
remembers telling a friend he had seen someone special before he even spoke
a word to Margaret.
Clearly, the feeling was mutual. Married since 1992, the couple share a
passion for art using glass: Wayne designs stained-glass pieces, and Margaret
creates glass mosaics. Though designed in separate studios, their pieces complement each other. Their passion for the art can be seen in their Etsy online store.
“The way light and color play together is a unique attribute of glass. I wanted
to find a medium for going deeper with my designs. Holding up a finished sun
catcher and seeing the light coming through the glass still thrills me,” Wayne
said of his craft.
After seeing a mosaic by Hildreth Meiere at the Wernersville Spiritual Center
chapel, Margaret knew she wanted to make mosaics out of glass. “I love the way
the glass catches the light and how fragments are unified into a whole, full of
aliveness,” she said.
Her desire to sell her own art inspired Wayne to also sell his work professionally. They opened their Etsy shop, Nutmeg Designs, together in 2007, working
from a two-studio home in Lansdale.
“The reaction is what keeps us going,” Stratz said. “Not just the sales, but the
joyful responses we receive from family, friends, colleagues and also the ‘strangers’ who enter our booth at shows or find us on the Internet. What touches me the
most is the trust given by those who commission us to create house numbers to
adorn their houses or for a special gift.”
Margaret says she loves seeing the look of delight when people see her work
across the aisle at a craft show. And her memories of some of her customers last
far after the sale. “I was honored that a client painted her whole kitchen aqua to
go with the mosaic trivet she bought from me. I was very moved by a man who
purchased one of my Celtic crosses, who was undergoing treatment for a brain
tumor and believed being able to look at the cross would help him as he coped
with his illness,” she said. ◆

Lindsey and Stephen Habrial, who hardly knew each other through high school
and college, are now married and have a daughter, Riley.

Though Lindsey and Stephen Habrial knew each other in high school and later
shared a psychology class at Northampton, Stephen never got the courage to
approach her — until the last day of class. But despite his best effort, a connection was not in the cards. Lindsey had left the room before he could catch her.
“We met up again through mutual friends, and this time we hit it off, started
dating and fell in love,” Lindsey said. The couple, who live in Bethlehem, married
in 2008 and have a daughter, Riley.
Lindsey’s interest in business operations has taken her on a career path ranging from entrepreneur to corporate employee. She has a bachelor’s degree in business management from Kutztown University in addition to her sport management
degree from NCC. She now works in international operations within the medical
and science division at Olympus. Previously, she owned the business LoadedCouponBook.com with her husband.
Lindsey and Steve say they are proud of the skills they learned during the time
their online coupon business was open, and they credit those skills with helping
guide their current career path in the business world.
Steve, a Presidential Ambassador scholarship recipient while at Northampton, worked for T-Mobile as a business analyst until his call center closed. The
culinary grad has returned to Northampton to pursue a second degree — this time
in computer information technology.
“His experience in working with NCC leaders through the scholarship program
has given him the skills to explore other career opportunities, in essence allowing
him to learn new skills and take on new and challenging roles,” Lindsey said.
The couple are excited about their career potentials. “There are many people
who are currently in a bad situation due to the economy. However, because of
NCC, we have been fortunate enough to have the skills, education and experience
necessary to make a positive impact on the world around us.”◆
by Sandy Stahl

by Sandy Stahl
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kim (handwerk) keller ’01 &
kathleen (handwerk) ruzicka ’09

continued from page 30

theatre

2012 Melissa McKenna of
Emmaus is pursuing a BFA in
drama at NYU’s Tisch School of the
Arts this fall.

travel and tourism
1998 Kristy Shannon and her
husband, Christopher, welcomed
the birth of their son, Eli
Christopher, on Feb. 21. Big
sister Lia does a great job
entertaining him and keeping him
smiling. They live in Nazareth.

MiniReunion

Kathleen Ruzicka and Kim Keller, sisters and MRI technicians at Lehigh Magnetic Imaging Center

Sisters Kim Keller and Kathleen Ruzicka are close. This comes in handy because they work in the same field.
At the same employer.
On the same shift.
The radiography program grads are MRI technicians at Lehigh Magnetic Imaging Center, part of Lehigh Valley Health
Network. And, they say, they enjoy having each other around.
“It is absolutely wonderful to work with my sister,” Keller said. “It was rewarding to see her want to go into the same
field that I chose. We really complement each other at work and have a great time together.”
Ruzicka agrees.
“Working together only felt awkward for the first week or so,” she said. “We have now been working together for
over four years. It’s great to get along both inside and outside work!”
Something else the sisters have in common? Smarts. Both were recipients of the Kodak Award for Academic Excellence and passed The American Registry of Radiologic Technologists board examinations in Radiography and Magnetic
Resonance Imaging with outstanding scores.
Keller said she loves working in the health care field. “Your job is different every single day,” she said. “It is very
rewarding to make a difference in a patient’s life. Just a smile and a friendly face can really brighten a person’s day,
especially when they are not feeling well.”
“The radiography program especially appealed to me because of the various career paths available after graduation,”
Ruzicka said. “With my degree, I could choose to pursue many avenues, including X-ray, cat scan, IR, MRI and many others. I liked that I could explore what worked for me.” u

The Dental Hygiene Class of
2002 had its 10-year reunion on
May 20 at the Blue Grillhouse in
Bethlehem. Photographed, from left,
are Jennifer Sue Martin Hudson,
Kim Parker, SallyAnn Hummer,
Kelli Greene, Angela Solt Stroup
and Lori Beth Frack Dietz. u

send us your news
to include in the
next northampton
magazine: alumni@
northampton.edu.

by Sandy Stahl
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donald ’10
& karla erdman ’05

Until Donald and Karla Erdman were in their 30s, they had never set foot in a college classroom. Then, in 2003, everything changed.
Donald, a nearly 20-year employee of a local printing company, found himself
jobless after his plant closed. Karla, who worked as a secretary at Pleasant Valley
High School, was feeling restless, knowing she wanted to do something different
with her career.
They both found their way to Northampton.
“I was in a stable job, as a third-generation printer. I always thought I’d retire
from there,” Donald said. “We then realized there’s no guarantee for anything, and
that’s why we decided to go for it.”
Karla left her stable job and enrolled at NCC full time, spending one year at
Monroe Campus and one year at Main. Her husband continued to support the
family by working, but enrolled part time, taking classes as he could fit them in.
She graduated in 2005, and he finished in 2010.
Karla decided to pursue becoming a teacher after interacting with so many
while working at the Pocono-area school. “When we graduated from high school,
only a few people went to college, so it wasn’t in my mind at the time,” she said.
“I got to know the teachers, and I said to myself, ‘This doesn’t make sense, I
think I could do that. I just don’t have the schooling.’”
For Karla, the transition was easy. “NCC welcomed me with open arms,” she
said, adding that she worked hard to graduate on time to take some pressure off
her breadwinner husband. “I couldn’t have had a better experience … I tell high
school students how fortunate they are to have the best community college in the
world right in their backyard, and they should take advantage of it!”
Education costs for the couple were kept to a minimum, thanks to grants and
scholarships, and, in Donald’s case, CareerLink, which pointed him to a program
that allowed him to attend for free while he was unemployed.
Donald eventually found a full-time job in the same industry, but at a company
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that has embraced the latest technology in the field. He is a color technician at Ingram Content Group in Breinigsville, a company that does
print-on-demand services for many major book publishers and sellers.
He credits his prior work experience, and his education, for giving him
the edge as an applicant. He also explained that the broad range of
classes he took, such as computer basics and public speaking, helped
prepare him for his team-leader role at Ingram.
Donald says he is proud to be the first college graduate in his family and that he never felt out of place while he was an older first-time
student. “I always felt comfortable. Sometimes I think when you’re
a little older and a little wiser, you tend to attract [traditional age]
students. You start to speak of different experiences in class, and you
have different viewpoints. They recognize that you are imparting valuable knowledge and want to get to know you.”
Karla said she felt the same way. In fact, she embraced the chance
to be a college student. She was a member of Phi Theta Kappa, graduating with a 4.0 GPA and a degree in education. Because of her academic success, she received a large scholarship that enabled her to
pursue a bachelor’s degree at Moravian College, where she received
an English degree in 2007 at the age of 40. That fall, she began teaching at Freedom High School in Bethlehem. And soon after, she enrolled in a master’s program
at Wilkes University, graduating in 2010.
“Because of the stuff I did at NCC, it paved the way for me, and it was a relief
just knowing that some of the finances were taken care of,” Karla said. “I knew
what courses would transfer, and I was able to enter Moravian as a junior. My
husband gave me two years so I knew I had to have a job and had to streamline
my courses to get me there.”
Karla now teaches English to 10th- and 11th-graders at Freedom, as well as
journalism and SAT prep classes. She is the advisor of “The Freedom Forum,”
the school’s paper, now celebrating its 45th year. In 2011, she was awarded the
Reynolds Fellowship for journalism teachers, allowing her to attend an intensive
program at Arizona State University’s Walter Cronkite School of Journalism.
“When I applied for it, I was pretty persuasive, saying that my textbook was
from the Jimmy Carter era,” she said with a laugh. “But the program was so
great. I was thrown into a situation where I had to get sources, interview people
and write my own article. I was put in a position that I know my students were in.
For example, if they are nervous before an interview at school, I can say, ’OK, I’ve
been in that situation and knew no one. If I can do it, you can do it.’”
The couple, who married in 1989, have two children: Karanda, 21, who expects to graduate from Penn State in May, and Joshua, 19, a live-in firefighter at
the Neffsville Fire Company in Lititz. They said they are glad that circumstances
forced their hand nearly a decade ago.
“While I thrive on furthering my education, it is really my students who continue to benefit from my continued knowledge,” Karla said. “I constantly tell my
students about the college. Our community is so fortunate to have an institution
that is able to provide people with a quality education that is affordable.”u
by Sandy Stahl
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Memoriam
Ruth E. Dunning, M.D., passed
away on Aug. 31. She and her
husband, Roger, were strong
supporters of NCC’s Monroe
Campus. Many students have
benefitted from the endowed
scholarship fund they established
at Northampton to help residents
of the county they loved.
Richard Tylor Paul Holmes
’10 died on July 8. A manager
at Cynchronoss Technologies,
Holmes had majored in business
administration at NCC and was
pursuing a bachelor’s degree.
Tina Marie Moyer passed away
on Aug. 4. After earning a legal
assistant diploma at Northampton,
she worked at Geisinger Health
System as an outpatient/pre-fee
coding specialist/auditor. She
was a past president of the local

chapter of the American Academy
of Professional Coders.
Thomas Price passed away on
June 6. A quiet but active member
of the NCC faculty from 1970
until his retirement in 2002, Price
taught history and psychology
courses and served on many
college committees. He was
listed in Who’s Who Among
American Teachers.
Kerry Queen passed away on
April 24. A 2010 graduate of
Bethlehem Catholic High School,
he was majoring in business
management at Northampton.
Kenneth Schroth ’70 died on
April 25. After graduating from
NCC, he attended Kutztown
University and achieved success
as a drummer and songwriter.

bob doney
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I was in my Santa Monica, Calif., studio
when news came of Bob Doney’s death.
The news was more saddening than
shocking since I knew Bob was getting up
there in years. Also, I remember him saying
“he’d rather wear out than rust out,” which
was the work ethic he effectively imparted
to students and other artists alike. He
clearly understood the responsibility between the gift of talent and the effort required to fulfill its potential.
He was from the “old school” of mentorship that didn’t mince words, time or
effort on irrelevancies or insincerity. For him, life would be too short at any age,
especially since the task at hand for artists requires such an enormous amount
of energy, focus and commitment — prerequisites for finding, interpreting and
painting beauty.
Despite his no-nonsense, deliberate and discerning character, Bob never
succumbed to the cynicism rife in today’s popular culture. He was captivated by
talent and art, whether it emanated from the canvas of an old master, a student
or the keyboard of a contemporary jazz pianist. Keeping your dreams alive and
holding art to a higher standard were worthy aspirations.
Of all the professors I had through six years of higher education, Bob was
the only one with the courage to impart the hard truths — that perhaps a person
didn’t have the qualification or spirit to pursue an artist’s career and lifestyle. He
fostered commitment and excellence and never suffered mediocrity.
Though Bob and I are, stylistically speaking, light-years apart to the casual
observer, we always shared a deep and abiding love of nature and improvisational
jazz. While I was a student, we spent countless Saturday evenings at the Deer
continued on page 36
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joseph ’07 & megan
hathaway ’05, ’06, ’10

Earl Jack Ihrie and his daughter Katie

earl jack ihrie ’69
& katie ihrie ’03

Radiography graduates Megan & Joseph Hathaway: MRI technologist,
CT technologist

When Earl Ihrie, a member of NCC’s first graduating class, was a student, the
campus consisted of a series of one-room buildings built on cement slabs. By the
time his daughter Katie ’03 enrolled, things looked a bit different.
But despite the updates and expansions that changed the college’s landscape,
father and daughter both say they had a similar experience at their alma mater.
“There was a lot of encouragement to work hard and lots of mentoring from
instructors and professors,” Earl said. “It definitely got me focused and pointed in
the right direction.”
Earl, who lives in Ringoes with his wife, Mary Ann, went on to study at California State College of Pennsylvania (now California University of Pennsylvania),
where he received a bachelor’s degree in biology. He completed graduate work at
Southern Methodist University and received a master’s at Rutgers. Much of his
professional life was in the pharmaceutical field, working in research and quality
assurance at various companies, including Merck, Ortho Diagnostics and Merial.
He is now a consultant to area companies in the area of veterinary drug safety
and efficacy.
“I am very proud that my daughter also attended and graduated from NCC. The
college also gave her a lot of encouragement to follow her dreams and educational goals. It gave us one of the many things we can share,” he said.
Katie, who lives in Washington, N.J., with her fiancé, Michael, says she first
enrolled because her father had such a good experience.
“My dad is my inspiration and my friend. Having gone to the same school and
having some of the same experiences such as professors means so much,” she
said. And she adds that she “felt at home at NCC from Day 1.”
Katie received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and history from Thomas
Edison State College. She worked as a nanny for several years and then taught at
a Montessori school. She is now a sales coordinator for Rutgers Landscape and
Nursery in Ringoes. ◆

When Joseph Hathaway ’07 discovered that his employer was going out of
business, he decided to go back to school. A self-assessment test led him to the
radiography program at NCC.
“This decision was solidified when I went for the shadowing day required as
part of the application process,” he said. “The techs I observed gave quality care
in an efficient and caring manner. They were also relied upon and respected by the
doctors. I got to see just how important their role in the hospital was. It was then
that I knew for sure that I wanted to be part of this profession.”
His wife, Megan, who received an associate’s degree in accounting in 2005,
was working in registration at Warren Hospital in Phillipsburg. She planned to
continue on the business side of health care, but she discovered that she enjoyed
interacting with the patients more than the numbers.
“I quickly realized that radiography really sparked my interest and I decided
to ’copy’ my husband, who had recently graduated,” she said. She enrolled in the
radiography program in 2008.
The couple, who married in 1999, both served as presidents of Northampton’s
radiography student club, CHARTS, during their time at the school. They both say
they had no difficulty finding jobs after graduation — she now works for St. Luke’s
Hospital as a CT technician, and he works at Lehigh Magnetic Imaging Center as
an MRI technician.
Joe said he likes that his field is always changing. “It’s ever evolving, you don’t
become stagnant,” he said. “There are always new things to learn as technology
increases and the field advances. New applications for this field are being realized
every day.”
Megan says she enjoys the ability to interact with people. “I am always meeting new people and enjoy making the patient’s test as comfortable as possible.”
She adds: “It’s the diagnostic imaging exams that are performed that allow
doctors to treat disease and save patients’ lives. It’s a very empowering profession, and I can truly say I love my job.” ◆

by Sandy Stahl

by Sandy Stahl
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Memoriam

continued from page 34

Head Inn in Delaware Water Gap “drawing the music” — the spirit of it all:
thunderous choirs of crickets, fresh air and pure, unadulterated jazz by some of
the most talented musicians around.
At one point during my training in traditional skills, Bob suggested I complete
one of his commissions, which, for me, was comparable to winning the Nobel
Prize. Those were the benefits that he provided to instill confidence. Equally
important was his ability to set challenges just when you thought you’d reached
a zenith — most of which came from his casually thorough understanding of art
as a way of life.
I’ve had dozens of art instructors during my life but only a few significant
mentors. Bob Doney was my teacher, advisor, inspiration, friend, confidant,
mentor, fellow jazz aficionado, lover of nature, art history and most important — a
kindred spirit along the path that art takes us.
I will forever be profoundly grateful for the time I spent with Bob Doney — a
humanist and an artist.
by Paul Harryn ’74
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When the very reliable director of Northampton’s funeral service education program
did not come into work as scheduled on June
11, his colleagues were concerned. They then
received word that he had passed away over
the weekend.
“The news came as a terrible shock,” said
President Emeritus Arthur Scott. “John was a
big part of the Northampton family. He was
an outstanding educator who cared deeply about his students. He will be missed.”
Lunsford came to Northampton in 1997 from Memphis, Tenn., where he served
as managing director of the Woodhaven Funeral Home and Memorial Gardens.
Like many in the profession, he grew up in the business.
“The people who work with death are looked at out of the corner of people’s
eyes,” Lunsford once told a reporter, explaining that the public thinks, “Why would
people want to do that?”
The job demands someone who is caring, Lunsford said — someone who can
do for the deceased what they cannot do for themselves and someone who is
helpful to survivors.
In addition to compassion, Lunsford made sure his students had the technical
and business skills they needed to do their work well. The program he directed is
one of only two mortician training programs in Pennsylvania that prepare students
for state licensing exams. The coursework is demanding, and only a third of the
students who apply are accepted.
Heartfelt tributes to Lunsford poured in on the NCC website. “Mr. Lunsford
gently encouraged me to apply for the funeral service program when I thought I
was too old and it was too late,” wrote Nicos Elias ’01, director/owner of Elias
Funeral Home in Allentown. “Thanks to him I am now working in the profession I
always knew I loved. He taught me the real essence of why we do what we do.”
Other graduates and colleagues recounted ways in which Lunsford had touched
their lives. Heather Fields Sollers seemed to speak for many when she posted,
“Thank you, Mr. Lunsford, for all that you have taught me. You will be missed.” ◆
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Reflections

Fort
y-Five
Years
and counting
closing thoughts by bruce a. palmer ’77, cpa

Where were you 45 years ago
when NCC was founded? I was
a young student in the Bangor
Area School District. I had no
idea how intertwined my life
and NCC would become!
Now, as chair of the NCC
Foundation Board, an officer
of the board of trustees and
an emeritus member of the
Alumni Association Board, I
look back fondly on my experience as a student at NCC from
1975 to 1977. Several professors made a huge impact on my
learning experience and future
career, including Dan Bayak,
Earl Page, Sandy Preis, Mark
Allinson and Dan Larimer.
Back then I was shy and quiet.
After obtaining degrees in
accounting from NCC and
Kutztown University, I became
a CPA and shareholder in
the regional accounting firm
Buckno, Lisicky and Company.
I also got involved in community organizations, usually in
leadership positions, growing
my confidence and honing my
business skills.
NCC has been growing and
maturing over the past 45
years, too:
■ Credit enrollment was 404;
now, it is over 16,000.

■ Noncredit

enrollment numbered in the hundreds; now,
it is over 21,000.
■ The choice of majors has
grown from 13 to more
than 100.
■ Eight classrooms in modular
trailers have expanded into
multiple sites with state-ofthe-art technology and a new
Monroe Campus under way.
We also now have a foundation that manages an endowment worth almost $30 million. The foundation supports
scholarships, faculty development and capital projects and
helps NCC fulfill its mission
of access, engagement and
excellence. We are truly blessed
to have dynamic foundation
board members and a dedicated development staff that make
this possible.
You may not know that the
NCC Foundation covers the
cost of this magazine. Begun
15 years ago, the magazine
communicates with alums
and the community about the
fantastic things happening at
NCC. I especially look forward
to reading about the success
of our alumni and seeing the
photography, knowing that the
magazine shares the College’s

story with 50,000 people!
What about the future?
As you know, the college has
a new president in Dr. Mark
Erickson, plus a new vice president for institutional advancement in Sherri Jones. Having
served on the search committees that recommended these
individuals, I know firsthand
the passion both of them bring
to the institution. As executive
director of the NCC Foundation, Sherri will work with our
foundation board and Trustees
to grow financial support for
NCC; Mark will be right there
with her, developing additional
sources of revenue to enhance
the ability of NCC to increase
the services provided to our
community.
The current budget, which
totals about $80 million, is
actually supported as follows:
state, 26 percent; sponsoring
school districts,10 percent;
gifts, grants, independent operations, 9 percent; and student
tuition and fees, 55 percent.
The original funding
concept for NCC involved
equal funding from the state,
sponsoring school districts and
student tuition.
Given the current economic

situation, NCC cannot expect
much additional support
from the state or sponsoring
school districts. To keep tuition
affordable and to serve the
community as NCC has done
in the past, we are going to
have to rely more than ever on
all of you for grants, donations, sponsorships and other
financial support.
There is a line in our alma
mater about “ever-changing,
yet ever the same.” NCC has
obviously evolved and grown
over 45 years but has maintained the same personal and
caring approach I experienced
as a student decades ago. This is
embodied in a mantra known
as “the Northampton way,”
which all of those involved at
NCC live and breathe. It is a
standard of excellence that implies going above and beyond
the call of duty to perform
at the highest level to ensure
student success.
I invite all of you who have
benefited from your experience
at Northampton, plus those
who understand and believe in
our mission, to join with us to
create an even greater success
story when we celebrate 50
years in 2017! ◆
NCC
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