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“My! People come and go so quickly here!”
~Dorothy

IT’S A SENTIMENT FAMILIAR TO THOSE OF US FORTUNATE ENOUGH
to experience seeing our students zip through their time here with us and go on to do great things;
those faculty and staff for whom this two-year college becomes a long-term relationship.
That’s not exactly the line from The Wizard of Oz we were thinking of when we sat
around the table and started planning this issue, but the NCC magazine group obviously was
in a nostalgic mood that day. How we settled on The Wizard of Oz as a narrative device to
tie together profiles of some outstanding students, I can’t recall. But as the discussion went
on, the story’s three defining traits: brains, heart and courage, emerged as nicely descriptive
of the outstanding students whose stories we’re looking to tell.
The more we discussed potential tie-ins, the more connections we realized could be
found at the College; a veritable tornado of NCC tie-ins began swirling through that conference room. Not only was there the rainbow of compelling brains, hearts and courage student
and alumni stories practically dropping into our laps like a house on a witch (wicked metaphor alert), but we began to surface some actual Wizard of Oz direct connections. Two of
the College’s popular professors, Rebecca Dean and John Tindell, have led courses on mass
media, public speaking, film, and culture studies, and both are passionate fans of all things
Oz. Both enjoy introducing Dorothy, Toto and the world of L. Frank Baum’s classic to NCC
students. They gave us a fascinating interview, witch gets into some of the story’s mythology
and symbolic meanings (and mercifully avoids corny puns).
We needed no crystal ball to find more Oz-y connections. Bob and Alice Dornish, longtime NCC supporters, recently donated 1,000 books of children’s literature — including
two illustrated editions of L. Frank Baum’s “The Wonderful Wizard of Oz” series — to the
College library. Their story makes a compelling donor profile.
Around another bend along our yellow brick road of discovery, we found a more-thanwilling accomplice in Professor James Von Schilling. His closing reflection will have you
convinced that the Wizard of Oz actually was composed as an ode to the community college.
In toto, there must have been dozens of natural, and a few more contrived tie-ins between NCC and “The Wizard of Oz” once we set out looking for them. Maybe that says
something about the universality of any piece of great literature. Or maybe it just goes to
show that you need never go looking for your heart’s desire any further than your own back
yard (whatever that means, though it sounded so right spoken by Judy Garland, eyes welling
up with tears). ◆
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PuLSe
change is in the wind

A SURPRISE

announcement

w

hen people have worked at a job for
more than 30 years, you wouldn’t
think their retirement announcement
would take anyone by surprise. You’d be wrong.
Perhaps it is because Art Scott and Sue Kubik
show no signs of letting up in pursuing the BHAGs
(Big Hairy Audacious Goals) that NCC is famous for.
Perhaps it is because after 30+ years, it is hard
to imagine NCC without them.
Or perhaps it is because people don’t want to
imagine NCC without them.

PHOTO CREDIT

Whatever the reason,
on April 7 when NCC’s
president and the executive
director of the College’s
foundation informed the
trustees of their intention
to retire next year, the reaction was disbelief.
One of the first people
to regain his wits and muster an appropriate response
was Mohamed Hagag, the
president of NCC’s Student

Senate. At the conclusion
of the trustee meeting,
Mohamed congratulated
the president and gave him
a big hug.
In a Facebook post
the next day, another international student captured
the feelings of many members of the NCC family
when he wrote, “I appreciate this man.”
College presidents
have to make tough decisions. In doing so, they
often evoke the ire of
students, alumni, faculty or
all three. That hasn’t been
the case with this president
unless you count the times
when students were hoping
for a snow day and didn’t
get one.
The respect with which
he treats people, his candor,
his humor and his determination to make Northampton an exceptional commu-

The SCOTT YEARS at a glance
Here are a few of the milestones associated with
Dr. Scott’s years as president:
❙ 49% increase in enrollment
❙ 66% increase in number of minority faculty and staff
❙ Opening of Fowler Family Southside Center
❙ Addition of the Spartan Center and major renovations to the College Center
❙ Groundwork laid for construction of new campus to serve Monroe County
❙ Extension of Articles of Agreement with sponsoring school districts
through 2056
❙ Grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National
Science Foundation, the U.S. Department of Labor; and the U.S.
Department of State
❙ NCC named a “Leader College” among 160 colleges involved in the
“Achieving the Dream” initiative to improve student success.
❙ NCC becomes one of the first colleges in the country named to the
President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll

ART SCOTT-COLLEGE STOCK/SUE KUBIK-ADAM ATKINSON

The RESPECT with which
he treats people, his
CANDOR, his HUMOR
and his DETERMINATION
to make Northampton an
EXCEPTIONAL community
college have won Art Scott
many fans.
nity college have won Art
Scott many fans.
Fundraising isn’t easy
work either. It is in this
arena that Sue Kubik has
made her mark — not just
as one of the most successful fundraisers in all of
higher education, but one
admired for how generously she shares her expertise
with others.
Although they are
known nationally, Art and
Sue have spent almost
their entire professional
careers at Northampton.
Sue was hired in 1975 to
start an alumni association.
Art arrived a year later as
director of records.
Not too long after that,
they fell in love and got
married, although rumor
has it, it was not love at
first sight! They shared
many interests. Northampton was one of them. Their
thinking was often in sync
about how the College
could become better, but
not always. When they
viewed things differently,
they didn’t hesitate to take
opposite sides in a meeting. They still do!
One thing they agreed
on was wanting to stay at
Northampton. Over the
years, they were wooed by

other colleges, but their
hearts were here.
They worked hard,
excelled in their jobs and
advanced in their respective divisions. By 2002,

Art was NCC’s chief academic officer, and Sue was
NCC’s chief fundraiser.
This led to a dilemma.
When Dr. Robert Kopecek
retired in 2003 after a
remarkable 26-year run
as NCC’s president, the
trustees knew that Art
would be a strong successor, but they didn’t want to
lose Sue. Convinced that
retaining both of them was
in the College’s best interest, they devised a reporting structure in which Sue
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Retirement Announcement Continued

Dr. Scott’s Letter to the Board

Sue Kubik has made her
mark — not just as one of
the MOST SUCCESSFUL
FUNDRAISERS in all of
higher education, but one
ADMIRED for how
GENEROUSLY she
SHARES her EXPERTISE
WITH OTHERS.
was accountable not only
to the president but also to
the chair of the board of
trustees and the chair of
the NCC Foundation.
The arrangement was
unusual, but it worked.
Despite a faltering
economy, during the seven
years that Art has been
president, Northampton
has flourished by focusing
on three goals: expanding
access to education, being
fully engaged with the
community, and striving
for excellence.
Both Art and Sue have
strived to shape a culture
that rewards dreaming big,
working hard and taking
risks to meet community
needs and to help students
achieve their goals.
Outsiders admire
it. Insiders joke about it
sometimes, calling it “The
Northampton Way,” but
they also embrace it.
Until a new president
is named, Art and Sue
will continue to lead
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the College in “The
Northampton Way.”
In an e-mail to
faculty and staff, Karl
Stackhouse, the chair of
NCC’s board of trustees,
said this spring, “Those
of you who know Art
and Sue well, know that
coasting is not their style.
The pursuit of Big Hairy
Audacious Goals that
Northampton is known
for will not cease as we
begin the search for their
successors.”
One of those BHAGs
will be figuring out how
to say goodbye to two
exceptional leaders.
by Heidi Bright Butler

April 7, 2011
Dear Trustees:
I am writing to inform you of my intent to retire during the
2011-12 academic year.
For the past 35 years it has been my pleasure to be part of
this wonderful College, and serving as its president for the last 8
years has been an absolute privilege. Northampton is a special
place, a student-centric institution that is entrepreneurial,
that values its employees and that is not afraid to take risks
for the benefit of its students and the communities it serves.
Your leadership, as a board, and the support that you give the
College’s senior management team, along with the wisdom
you provide, have enabled this College to thrive.
Working together with you and the College’s many
talented faculty and staff, we have accomplished a great
deal, but I firmly believe the College’s best days lie ahead.
Sustained greatness is what we collectively have always
strived for, and I believe we are better positioned to
approach that goal than we have ever been in our history.
Sue and I have spent basically our entire professional
careers at Northampton. We met here, grew up with the
College and are leaving together with a tremendous sense
of pride. Northampton is our extended family and I cannot
thank you enough for allowing me to serve as its president.
Sincerely,
Arthur L. Scott, Ed.D.

PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH
Many people believe that one of the keys to NCC’s success has been the
strength and the continuity of its leadership. The College has only had
three presidents in its 44-year history. The search for #4 is underway! The
search committee, elected by the trustees in accordance with College policy, has already begun its work and hopes to make a selection by February
2012 with input from other members of the College community. The committee is chaired by Tom Doluisio. A member of NCC’s board of trustees
since 1992, Doluisio is the retired superintendent of the Bethlehem Area
School Board. Other trustees serving on the search committee are Robert
Fehnel, director of print and mail operations at Berkheimer Associates and
a member of the Wilson Area school board; Dr. Herman Kissiah, retired
dean of students from Lafayette College; and Bruce Palmer, an NCC graduate who is a partner in Buckno Lisicky & Company and the chairman of the
NCC Foundation board. Charles Hannig, a trustee from Monroe County, is
an alternate, and Karl Stackhouse, the chairman of NCC’s board of trustees, is an ex officio member. 

enGaGEment

Executive-in-Residence

the
WHY?factor
Business leader gives students a compass for success

Mike Perry, president and CEO of Crayola, urged students
to follow their passions when he spent a day on campus as this year’s
Executive-in-Residence.

“IN BUSINESS AND IN LIFE,

we can get so caught up
in a strategy that we lose
track of the ‘why,’” cautioned this year’s Executive-in-Residence.
“If you look at
enduring, iconic brands,
you will see that their
company’s purpose is
clear to themselves and
others,” observed Mike
Perry, president and CEO
of Crayola. He noted that
these companies remember
their “True North” — the
compass pointing the way
to their reason for being.
At Crayola, the focus is
on children. “Before a life
can be filled with knowledge, wisdom and accom-

PHOTO BY ADAM ATKINSON

plishment, it must be filled
with wonder, adventure
and daydreams,” Perry told
an audience of students,
faculty, staff and businesspeople. “All of our products
give colorful wings to
invisible things.”
The company started
as a pigment business
founded by Edwin Binney
and Harold Smith in 1885.
By the early 20th century,
Binney’s wife, Alice, a
teacher, became concerned
about the way children
were being educated. Observing classrooms where
little was taught beyond the
“3 Rs,” she worried that
children lacked opportunities for creative expres-

sion. To nurture imagination, she strove to get
crayons into the hands of all
children. She, her husband
and his business partner devised a handy box of eight
crayons. At a time when
crayons cost $2 apiece, they
found a way to market an
entire box for five cents.
Thinking “outside
the box” led to brilliant
achievement for the next
century. The Crayola brand
migrated to more than
100 countries. Then, the
company entered a short
period of quiessence before
executives began asking
“what if?” again, giving

leaders must want to
change the world. He
cited Hewlett Packard and
Apple as companies whose
executives worked from
important ideas, with clarity of purpose.
He encouraged students to keep sight of their
own goals. “Find something you are passionate
about and be involved in
that,” he said.
The Executive-in-Residence program, endowed
by Jack and Cecile Shaffer
in memory of their son Hal,
allows students at NCC
to spend time with leaders of some of the area’s

Thinking “outside the box”
led to brilliant achievement
throughout a century, as the
Crayola brand migrated to
more than 100 countries.
free rein to innovative
ideas, and — most importantly—rediscovering the
company’s purpose. That
purpose Perry summed up
as, “We help parents and
teachers raise creative and
inspired kids.”
Perry said that to
be outstanding, business

most successful businesses.
In addition to attending
Perry’s talk, business students met with him in class
and at meals during his stay
on campus. 
by Myra Saturen

.
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Robert Fulghum Was Right

kindergarten

WISDOM
Life lessons from the Reibman Hall
Children’s Center

❙ Brian: I learned about
the Odyssey and Greeks and
stuff — ancient Greeks.
❙ Translation: Explore
the world outside your
own back yard.

❙ Jeziah: I like my book
log and word ring. I like to
read about dinosaurs.
❙ Translation: Find a
hobby you enjoy, and
cultivate interests.

Assistant teacher Malinda Rodger (left) and lead teacher Karen Klein
(right) with their wise kindergarteners. Says Klein, “Kindergarten is
great. Even the teachers learn new things every day.”

WHAT ARE KINDERGARTENERS DOING ON A COLLEGE
CAMPUS? Learning, of course!
Over the years, thousands of
infants, toddlers and preschoolers
have benefited from their experiences in the child care centers
on the Main Campus and at
NCC-Monroe. There the children
get lots of individualized attention
from teachers and from early
childhood education majors who
assist in the classrooms. Their
days are full of activities designed
to enhance their cognitive, physical and social/emotional growth.
They are also filled with art and
music and drama (in a good way!)
thanks to an approach called Art
as a Way of Learning that was
developed at NCC and now has
become a national model. Thrilled
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with how their children have
progressed, parents have begged
the College to extend the program
through kindergarten. This year
their wishes came true when an
all-day kindergarten opened on
the Bethlehem campus.

As the children in the
inaugural class wrap
up a successful school
year and prepare to
move on to first grade,
find out what they’ve
learned or liked about
kindergarten. Here are
some of their comments — and a translation you can apply to
your own life!

❙ Donovan: We have
jobs. You have to do your
job before you can do other
stuff, like play with blocks.
❙ Translation: Work
before play.

❙ Maya: I learned to read
102 words on my word ring!.
❙ Translation: Take pride in
your accomplishments.

❙ Jackson: We do more
exciting things in kindergarten.
❙ Translation: Life’s an
adventure — embrace it!

by Cynthia Tintorri

PHOTOS BY ADAM ATKINSON

❙ Claire: We do our own
things in kindergarten. In
preschool, the teachers
did it for us.
❙ Translation: Being selfsufficient is an important
part of growing up.

❙ Zoe: Doing your journal is a
very important job — you need
to do it every day or you might
get in trouble.
❙ Translation: Take time
for introspection.

❙ Kaylee: In kindergarten,
we help friends.
❙ Translation: We all need the
support of others. Give it —
and don’t be afraid to
ask for it.

a learning
LABORATORY
It's not just children who are learning in the kindergarten and in the child care centers on NCC's
Main and Monroe campuses. It’s college students, too.
The classrooms serve as a learning lab for early childhood education majors as they prepare for careers as teachers in child care centers, Head
Start programs and preschools. Those who want to work with older children continue their education so they can teach in kindergartens and
primary grades.
With the guidance of NCC faculty and with teachers in the child
care centers, candidates for associate degrees in early childhood education learn to respect and value the uniqueness of individual children
within the context of the child's culture, abilities and interests, and to
establish collaborative relationships with families. They experience best
practices firsthand since NCC's child care centers have met Pennsylvania's rigorous Keystone STARS 4A standards as well as earned accreditation both from the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools
and from the National Association for the Education of Young Children.
More than 1,000 students have graduated from the program over
the years. At a time when the New America Foundation and others have
lamented the status of early childhood education as “the poor stepchild
of the public education system, with fewer resources, spotty quality
standards and limited attention to children's learning outcomes,” NCC's
early childhood education program was featured on the cover of “Community College Week” earlier this year as a leader and a model in the
push for higher standards. 

❙ Lena: We put the "kind" in
kindergarten. We treat each
other nicely.
❙ Translation: Treat others the
way you want to be treated.

❙ Daniel: I like Thankful
Thursday. We tell what
we’re thankful for at the
end of the day.
❙ Translation: Gratitude
is an essential part of
being happy. 

You can see the artwork of children enrolled in NCC’s children’s
centers at the exhibit “Art as a Language,” from June 13 - July 21,
in the Gallery of Communications Hall. The Gallery is open weekdays from 8 a.m - 10 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
“Making Patterns” by Abigail
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Phase I includes:

A Community Endeavor

❙ Six raised beds where faculty and
service learning students will grow
vegetables, herbs and flowers.

earth
LOVERS
Community garden is taking root
ON THE WEEKEND OF APRIL

2-3, students, faculty, staff
and community volunteers
took advantage of a brief
lull in snowy and rainy
weather to break ground
for NCC’s Community
Garden.
Located on the Main
Campus, the garden was

conceived by faculty and
staff to promote experiential and service learning
and community outreach.
Student Leadership group
members (who became
the Good Growers club)
surveyed other colleges
about their community
garden projects, and more

One student thought it
would be cool to be able to
see what’s going on under
the soil, so one of the beds
will have Plexiglass walls
to be able to do that.

than 50 NCC students,
faculty and staff worked
together to forge the
garden’s mission, layout,
timeline, system of governance and funding plan.
The garden will be
built in phases, the first of
which is now in progress.
“Each student brings
what they know to the
garden,” Phase I Build
Manager Vicky Bastidas says. “One student
thought it would be cool
to be able to see what’s
going on under the soil, so
one of the beds will have
Plexiglass walls to be able
to do that.”
“Classes are already
using the garden,” says
Kelly Allen, assistant
professor of English and
garden coordinator. “An
American history class
used it for learning about
our country’s agricultural
identity, and an Irish literature class studied space
and ownership in terms of
what the Irish experienced
under British rule. Culinary students planted peas
and greens, which they’ll

❙ A children’s garden where
youngsters from NCC’s Reibman
Children’s Center will have an
opportunity for hands-on learning,
using plants and seeds and rain
gauges for lessons in math and
language arts.
❙ A butterfly garden.
❙ A gazebo that can function as an
outdoor classroom.
❙ Rain barrels for collecting irrigation water. A National Wildlife
Federation grant garnered by Good
Growers club president Michael
MacDonald is also making it possible to install a bioswale to filter
parking lot run-off for irrigation.
❙ A shed for storing equipment.
❙ A composting area for the
creation of homegrown fertilizer.

use to learn about making
delicious food!”
Others involved in
creating the garden include
service learning students;
NCC architecture and biology faculty and students;
international students;
Phi Theta Kappa; biology and science clubs; the
Environmental Task Force;
Student Senate; building
and grounds staff; students
from Lafayette College,
Bethlehem VocationalTechnical School, Lehigh
Valley Charter High
School for the Performing
Arts, Bethlehem Catholic,
Notre Dame, and Parkland
high schools; Easton Children’s Home; and local
Scout troops. 
by Cynthia Tintorri

To see more photos, go to http://east40.wordpress.com.
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PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Hat Trick!

NCC Grad Chosen for
Prestigious Scholarship
James McMichael III, a 2010
graduate of NCC, has won a Barry
M. Goldwater Scholarship.
Goldwater Scholars are selected
on the basis of academic merit
and outstanding performance in
mathematics, science or engineering. Candidates are nominated
by the faculties of colleges and
universities nationwide.
McMichael, age 43, enrolled
at NCC as a biotechnology major
in 2009, after having lost his job
as a heavy equipment operator in
the construction business. Within
only three semesters, he finished
two independent research projects
and two service learning projects,
the first NCC student to attain
such an accomplishment.
In cooperation with three
other students, McMichael investigated an invasive plant species,
the Japanese barberry, which
frequently overruns park space.
The plant, however, contains
important medicinal components,
and McMichael explored what
part of the plant yields the highest
concentrations of these materials.
McMichael entered NCC as
an individualized transfer student.
Through the College’s individualized transfer program, students
can transfer to a four-year institu-

LEFT-CENTER-SUPPLIED/RIGHT-RANDY MONCEAUX

tion having taken courses at NCC
that are tailored to match those of
the receiving institution.
After graduating with
honors from NCC, with a 3.96
GPA, McMichael transferred to
Bucknell University, where he
plans to earn a bachelor’s degree
in biochemistry and cell biology.
His ultimate goal is to manipulate
DNA in organisms to produce
new products.
He joins students from
Brown, Colgate, Duke, Emory,
Harvard and other top-tier colleges
and universities as a recipient of
the Goldwater Scholarship.

Doris Kearns Goodwin,
Pulitzer Prize-Winning
Author to Visit NCC
Historian, author and commentator, Doris Kearns Goodwin, will
speak at Northampton Community College next spring. Her
appearance on April 12 will be
the culminating event in a full
year of programming about the
Civil War.
Goodwin is the Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of “No
Ordinary Time: Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt: The Home
Front in World War II.” Her other
bestselling books include “Wait
Till Next Year, “The Fitzgeralds
and the Kennedys” and “Lyndon
Johnson and the American

Dream.” Her most current work,
Team of Rivals: The Political
Genius of Abraham Lincoln, won
the Lincoln Prize and the Book
Prize for American History, as
well as being chosen a finalist
for the National Book Critics
Circle Award. The book rights
have been acquired by Steven
Spielberg for a film. Goodwin
is a frequent commentator on
presidential history and politics
for major networks.
Goodwin’s lecture will be
among the highlights of a yearlong exploration of “The Meaning of Freedom: Civil War 1865
to Today.” The programming will
be made possible by the largest
challenge grant, $800,000,
awarded by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) in
a highly selective competition in
2008. The proposal was awarded
a “We the People” designation
for its capacity to “strengthen
the teaching, study and understanding of American history
and culture” and to enhance the
importance of the humanities in
local community life. NCC had to
raise $1.6 million to match the
grant to create an endowment
that will fund the exploration
of a different humanities topic
each year.
Programming will benefit
the community as well as NCC
students. Public school students,
college students and the community at large will have the
opportunity to explore different
humanities subjects in depth
through credit and non-credit
classes, film series, theatre
performances, book discussions,
service learning projects and
displays of art or artifacts.
Collaborating with NCC in
this project are the Bethlehem
Area Public Library, the Bethlehem Area School District, the

ExCEllenCe
Eastern Monroe Public Library,
Historic Bethlehem Partnership,
the Monroe County Historical
Association and the Stroudsburg
Area School District.

Speaking of Pulitzers,
Carol Guzy ‘77 now
has four
As the magazine was
going to press, NCC graduate
Carol Guzy won another Pulitzer
Prize — her fourth! Carol’s
dramatic photographs of world
events and their impact on the
individuals and animals affected
by them have been published in
the NCC magazine before. Her
most recent award recognizes
photographs she and two of her
colleagues at The Washington
Post took in the aftermath of
the earthquake that ripped Haiti
asunder in 2010. You can read
more about Carol and find a link
to some of her photos at NCC’s
online news site: http://bit.ly/
eWpSr3. Here, Carol is shown
on campus during an exhibition
of her work in 2008. 
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BRAINS
Heart
COURAGE
“The Wizard of Oz” is a great American
adventure allegory. Three noble traits: brains, heart
and courage are embodied in the book’s main characters.
Those same three traits can be found in students and graduates
of a great American community college: Northampton. That is
the premise for the collection of articles in this issue.
But how best to group these traits? Take the NCC graduate who
struggled to overcome a life-changing paralyzing injury and is
now a master’s degree candidate in Lehigh University’s counseling program. Does she best represent brains or courage?
Obviously, arbitrary distinctions must be made to serve the
narrative. But in the end, what matters, in the story as in life,
is the meaning we take from the experience.

photography by john sterling ruth

Stephany Yapor, Janice Reigel and Chad Ace represent thousands
of their courageous, smart and compassionate classmates, each of whose
life stories could make a full-page feature.
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BRAINS
NCC’s first graduate to head to Oxford University could have
rested on her laurels. A standout student at NCC, Daytona
Simpson excelled as a paralegal studies major, president of
the Phi Theta Kappa honor society and the Trustee Award
winner. Yet she continues to move forward. Next year, she will
begin a semester’s study in the Honours Programme at Oxford
University’s Centre for Medieval & Renaissance Studies.
Simpson’s quest for personal growth is lifelong and hard-won. After
spending her third year of life in an orphanage, she joined a nurturing
foster family in St. Albans, Queens. Her beloved foster mother’s death,
when Simpson was 15, shadowed Simpson’s adolescence. As an adult,
she settled for things, including two abusive marriages. The relationships
left her feeling like a robot, her sense of identity stripped.
But her courage remained. “I am not dead. I am blessed to have the
spirit to go forward,” she told herself as she took control of her life and
returned to college.
With 20 years of experience as an executive secretary, legal assistant
and a paralegal, Simpson enrolled at NCC. She expected to obtain her
associate degree and stop there, but her talent for leadership emerged,
as did a passion for assisting people. “I learned that the key to helping
people is through education.”
After graduation, Simpson transferred to Moravian College and qual-

by myra saturen
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Daytona Simpson, NCC’s first
graduate to go on to Oxford
University, remembers when
she nearly sank under her own
battered self-esteem.

The law school
she plans to attend is
Widener, where she
will specialize in international and elder law.
Eventually, she hopes
to serve in Congress,
working on laws to
benefit people.
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ified for the Elite Honors Program of American University’s Washington Semester. In
Washington, she did her research project on the use of DNA to exonerate the wrongly
convicted, finishing the semester with a 4.0 average.
Now Simpson eagerly anticipates her semester at Oxford. “Oxford’s rigorous
program will further develop my skills and help me prepare for law school.”
The law school she plans to attend is Widener, where she will specialize in international and elder law. Eventually, she hopes to serve in Congress, working on laws to
benefit people.
Wherever she goes, Simpson will consider NCC home. “The College is a healing
place,” she says. “I regained my confidence here and developed into a better person.”
Simpson often hears that she is an inspiration. While she is gratified, she tells people
that, truly, they must inspire themselves. “We live in a microwave society,” Simpson
says. “We must realize that there are no quick fixes, that education is a steady process.
No one should let grass grow under their feet, because that grass will turn into weeds
that suck them under.”
Simpson remembers when she, herself, nearly sank under battered self-esteem. She
marvels at how far she has come.“I was a nested bird, who has become a soaring eagle,”
she says.
“Daytona is definitely bound for greatness, and as a result the great planet Earth will
benefit,” says Annie Laurie Meyers, a professor who was one of Simpson’s mentors at NCC.

IT’S

never TOO LATE

Like Simpson, many
NCC students bloom
relatively late, but
exquisitely. Others
blossom early.
Karen Rumore ’93 thought
she was not “college material.”
Frequent illness affected her
high school attendance, and she
dropped out twice, going to work in
a factory before earning a GED.
Unbeknownst to Rumore,
a neighbor, Fran Piccione, who
worked at NCC, was hatching
a secret plan. After persuading
Rumore to try a computer class at
the Private Industry Council, Piccione asked her, “Are you ready
for college now?” Rumore’s ease
with computers had raised her
selfconfidence. Still, when it came
to starting at NCC, Rumore felt
“terrified.” As it turns out, she not
only thrived at NCC, but earned
a bachelor’s degree from Hofstra
University and a master’s from the
University of Pennsylvania. She is
now a licensed psychotherapist and
a certified Christian life coach.
The youngest of six children,
first-generation college student
Alicia Rennekamp also
did well in high school. She took
to college like a swallow to the

skies. “It was inviting,” Rennekamp
says. “Everyone there wanted to
see students succeed. The professors were accessible, the classes
small.” Rennekamp hopes to
become a dental hygienist.

Michael Eckhart never
had to study much in high school,
but he has found plenty to challenge
and stimulate him at NCC. At the

College, he has excelled, earning a
3.96 GPA in computer information
technology. When he won the Cisco
NetRiders competition, he helped
NCC place first in Pennsylvania and
eighth in the United States.

Zoe Gauthier entered NCC at
15. Home-schooled, she completed
a high school curriculum in two
years. She approached college
with an aplomb instilled by her
parents. “People can do anything
they set their mind to,” she says. A
biological science major, she plans
to attend medical school.

Stephany Yapor, a business
administration major, immigrated
to the United States from the
Dominican Republic, where she
attended a bilingual high school.
At first she was “a little scared”
about going to college. But solid
results in English and math placement examinations encouraged
her. Her self-assurance grew, and
she won election to the Student
Senate. She intends to continue
her studies through the Ph.D.
Walter Bartholomew
’97 earned good grades at Phillips-

burg High School, in New Jersey,
but wasn’t sure what he wanted to
do. After graduation, he owned a
transportation company, often traveling across the country. Eventually,
he wanted to expand his learning
and have a more stable career.
He especially wanted to better
understand cystic fibrosis, a genetic
disorder he was born with. After
graduating from NCC, Bartholomew
transferred to Purdue University,
majoring in genetics engineering.
He now heads American sales for
Renishaw Diagnostics.
After years in the Marines and
as a diesel and heavy equipment
operator, Ken Hart ’10 felt
awkward and a little afraid when
he came to NCC. He feared that he
might be considered “out of place”
by younger students and wasn’t
sure he could handle the curriculum. Hart triumphed at college,
presenting original research at
the prestigious Beacon Conference. Using his math and science
skills, he became a 9th-12th grade
teacher at the Monroe Career and
Technical Institute.

Whether they got off to
an early or a later start,
all of these students and
alumni are on course to
their individual finish lines.

FINDING THE right MIX
Some students bloom earlier and others later. Why? Dr. James Benner,
director of the Center for Teaching & Learning/Assessment at NCC, says
factors external to the academic environment, such as college-going
history in a family and socioeconomic status, have a major impact on
student performance. Nonetheless, research shows that teaching methods
can make a difference.
“Integrating students’ goals and curiosities, giving students the
experience of discovery and success early on, and building teaching
methods around knowledge of the brain, help students succeed,” Benner
says. “Blossoming then should occur whenever a student experiences an
academic environment built around such principles.”

Nancy Moreau, associate professor of education, says that most
psychologists agree that a combination of nature and nurture is responsible for intelligence. “Early and late bloomers in college is best explained
by goal-setting and adult learning theory,” she says. “Among the factors
important to adult learners are support, personal motivation and determination.” Key ingredients are collaborative learning, active participation and a relaxed environment in which a learner feels comfortable and
can establish relationships with faculty. “Many non-traditional students
thrive in this atmosphere and experience academic success they never
achieved before.”

Heart

For many years, Michael Hoﬀner was surrounded by people
who, by his own admission, had “more money than they knew
what to do with.” Working in the special events industry in
New York City, it was his job to decorate lavish parties – a great
gig for some, but not an ultimately fulﬁlling one for the nowBethlehem resident.
“It was finally on a beach in Hawaii where I had an epiphany that if you spend the
majority of your time working, that work should be meaningful and beneficial to humanity,”
Hoffner says. “I decided then that I would make some major changes in my life.”
He decided to pursue a career in which he felt he was contributing to the common
good. When he saw an opening at Meals on Wheels of Northampton County, an organization
that provides food to seniors in need, Hoffner says he found exactly what he was looking
for – a job that was more than just a paycheck.
“Helping others is the only thing that truly matters in life,” he says. “We have a
limited time on this earth. What we do with that time makes the difference.”
As volunteer services coordinator for Meals on Wheels, Hoffner organizes approximately
100 out of 1,000 volunteers to deliver meals to about 900 senior citizens in the area. “Every
day I leave work with a smile on my face, knowing how extremely fortunate I am to be
working with an incredible group of people who constantly inspire me in their willingness
to give of themselves for the betterment of our community,” he says.
Though Meals on Wheels has enabled Hoffner to make a career out of benefiting the
community, he’s no stranger to the concept of volunteerism. Even while a student at NCC,
the University of Pittsburgh grad was very active on campus, serving in student government,
on the social activities committee and playing intramural volleyball. He was also a member
of the Phi Theta Kappa honor society and a DJ at the College radio station.
“The experience I had at NCC was greatly enhanced by being involved in the school
community. Because of this, I look back on those years at NCC more fondly than those spent
at Pitt, where I was not as involved,” he says.

by sandy stahl
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Michael Hoffner went
from setting up posh
parties for wealthy
New Yorkers to a
full-time career with
Meals on Wheels of
Northampton County.

CALL US NORTHAMPTON

“If you want others
to be happy, practice
compassion. If you
want to be happy,
practice compassion.”
– His Holiness, the Dalai Lama

compassion COLLEGE

Mark Bezos, volunteer firefighter and senior vice
president at Robin Hood, a poverty-fighting charity in New
York City, recently shared an important life lesson with an
audience: “Don’t wait until you make your first million to
make a difference in somebody’s life. If you have something
to give, give it now…. Not every day is going to offer us a
chance to save somebody’s life, but every day offers us an
opportunity to affect one.”
Like Bezos advises, many Northampton faculty, staff,
alumni and students have made positively affecting others
a priority. Their actions show how doing a good deed or two
can really make a difference in the lives of others, as well
as your own.
“I believe that we are all part of a community and in
order for that community to thrive, we must give something
back,” says Deb Bohr, NCC’s service learning administrator.
“What we put into our communities will come back to us
many times over.”
Compassion seems to be catching on at NCC. Bohr,
who coordinates volunteer opportunities through academic
coursework, as well as other opportunities on campus, has

noticed a marked increase in volunteerism since she began
working at the College in 1999.
“The sense of community on campus and connecting
to the ‘real world’ has just been incredible. And not just
students — faculty and staff as well,” Bohr says. “I can
honestly say that most students report a very positive
experience … even if things did not work out the way they
planned, they were still able to gain valuable hands-on
experiences.”
Caring for others, even on a small scale, can lead to
changes that improve society as a whole, says Wendy
Vohar-Abrantes, a sociology instructor at the College.
Government programs and legislation that are created to
protect and assist those in need often start when someone
has a desire to make a community better.
“Compassion allows us to move from simply reacting
to a personal situation, such as unemployment or
homelessness, to looking for real policy solutions,” VoharAbrantes says.

THEIR Hearts ARE IN THE RIGHT PLACE
Helping others is clearly where Hoffner’s
heart is. But he is not alone: many more of
Northampton’s students and alums clearly
have compassion for others. Below are just a
few examples of those who make it a
priority to make the world a better place.

Susan Folk ’74 says she

the community, so helping others
always felt right.
In her role as executive director of Developmental Education Services of Monroe County, a position
she has held for nearly 20 years, she
has been able to do just that. A tireless advocate for those with special
needs, Folk oversees an organization
that offers day programs to Monroe
County residents with developmental disabilities. The agency helps its
enrollees to explore their potential
and increase self-sufficiency. Services include grooming and hygiene,
fitness and nutrition, and social
development.
Folk’s achievements during her
tenure encompass a successful recycling program, Community Partners
in Recycling, which employs workers
with developmental disabilities;
a monthly dance series in East
Stroudsburg for special needs individuals; and the Aktion Club, a community group in partnership with the
Kiwanis Club of the Stroudsburgs,
that last year raised money for Haiti
earthquake victims and, in 2005,
sent care packages to Louisiana.
The Northampton County resident’s impact on the Poconos community has not gone unnoticed: late
last year, she was named Humanitarian of the Year by the Pocono
Mountains Chamber of Commerce.
“Getting the award was overwhelming,” Folk said of the honor. “I
don’t see myself as being extraordinary – I view myself as doing what I
can to help others.”

grew up in a culture where it was
important to be an active part of

Erin Bruch ’02 and her

Monroe communication studies
major Nabil Cristillo is
clear — he doesn’t volunteer for the
personal recognition doing a good
deed might bring. Instead, when he’s
motivated to help an organization,
he has two goals: to educate and
activate others. Living by example,
he believes, is the best way to
encourage those around him to
do the same.
The 25-year-old Saylorsburg
resident raised $21,000 to help a
group of volunteers build a school in
Haiti’s earthquake-devastated Portau-Prince. (According to the Haitian
government, nearly a quarter-million
people were killed, another 300,000
injured, and a million residents were
left homeless after the devastating
quake.) Then, in August, Cristillo and
the volunteers he gathered flew to
Haiti, where he helped to coordinate
the school’s construction.
“The personal reward for me
was knowing we were having a
direct positive impact on people’s
lives,” Cristillo told the Pocono
Record newspaper. “And it was
inspiring to see the people of Haiti
remain so hopeful in the face of such
devastation.”
Cristillo, who plans to transfer
to Kutztown University this fall,
was honored in November with the
Youth in Philanthropy Award by the
Association of Fundraising Professionals (Pocono Mountains Chapter)
for his efforts.

husband, David, suffered one of
the worst tragedies parents can
face: the loss of a child. For them,
however, the pain was doubly
profound because they lost a set
of twins — just days after their
birth — to twin to twin transfusion
syndrome (TTTS). TTTS is a rare
condition in which blood moves from
one identical twin to another in the
womb, resulting in one twin getting
too much blood and the other
getting too little.
During her own grieving
process, Erin sought out others with
similar experiences. She looked
for a book, one with many other
mothers’ experiences, that might
act like a support group for her, but
found nothing. That’s how the idea
for her recently published book,
“Forever Linked: A Mother’s Journey
Through Twin to Twin Transfusion
Syndrome,” came to fruition.
“I decided to write it myself
so that other mothers with a similar
need would have an easier time
dealing with either twin to twin
transfusion syndrome or a loss,”
Bruch explained. “I never expected it
to be an actual book. I only thought
it would end up being more of a
pamphlet that a doctor would just
hand out.”
Bruch, an interior design graduate who also holds a specialized
diploma in kitchen and bath design
from the College, told her story, as
well as the stories of other mothers,
along with information about TTTS
from world-renowned doctors.
She and her husband live in
Bethlehem with their two daughters,
ages 4 and 1.
Growing up as a foster child, education and psychology major Janice
Reigel knows how important it
is to have someone in life you can
count on, and she has made it a
priority to be one of those people for
many local children.

Reigel spends numerous hours
volunteering at the Boys & Girls
Club of Easton with the hope of
being a positive role model for those
who may not have one. On any given
visit, she might find herself helping
kids with their homework, playing
games or doing educational activities. But she realized it was equally
important to lend an ear to those
who just wanted to talk.
“My time there is something
I will never forget,” Reigel says. “It
really opened my eyes to the fact
that children do need positive role
models because many don’t have
that anywhere else.”
Reigel says she enjoys volunteering and knowing that she’s
making a difference in the Lehigh

Valley area. Because of this, the
Tamaqua native hasn’t limited
herself to helping out in just one
place: she has volunteered as a
mentor for The Children’s Home of
Easton; helped at the Trinity Ark
Soup Kitchen with members of the
College’s Student Senate (where
she is an officer); participated in
the Martin Luther King Jr. Service
Day at the Fowler Family Southside
Center, among other activities. Additionally, her friendly face was one
of the first new NCC students saw
during summer orientation.
“It is important to volunteer because it’s giving back to the
community and making a difference,” she says.
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20 ❘ NCC ❘ SUMMER 2011

COURAGE
There’s no question that rushing into a burning building
to save someone is an act of courage. But courage takes
other forms as well. For instance, the courage to leave
behind the profession you’ve known for 30 years, face
up to the fear of returning to the classroom and recast
yourself in an entirely different role.
That’s the kind of courage Ted Smith has.
Ted Smith knows fear. He had been a welder in the maintenance division of Bethlehem Steel for 25 years when the industrial giant shut down the Bethlehem plant
where he worked.
Then life started getting hard – and scary.
The economy was bad, and Smith had trouble finding another job. The only way he
could get in enough years to get his pension from Bethlehem Steel was to take a job at
a plant in Baltimore. “My wife, Michelena, was being treated for B-cell lymphoma. We
had two kids in college. I didn’t have a choice.”
So every Sunday night from September of 1999 until April of 2003, with his wife
crying as he drove off, Smith summoned the courage to leave his family and return
to his small apartment in Baltimore to work through the week. “It was a really tough
time. In hindsight, I’m glad I did it. It gave me the courage to get out of my comfort
zone completely.”
So completely, in fact, that, when he was offered a severance package that included
re-education benefits in 2003, Smith said goodbye to the industry he’d been in for
decades, and in which he had excelled. He came to NCC to be a nurse.
“I wanted to do something useful with the rest of my working life,” Smith says. “I

by cynthia tintorri
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Ted Smith had been a
welder in the maintenance
division of Bethlehem
Steel for 25 years before
the plant closed, forcing
him to find a new career.

cour·age: The state or
quality of mind or spirit that
enables one to face danger,
fear or vicissitudes with selfpossession, confidence and
resolution; bravery.
— American Heritage Dictionary
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hated to give up what I knew, what I was good at. But I wanted to be in a career that was
recession-proof. ”
He knew NCC was the place to go to get the education he needed – Smith had completed his associate degree in metals joining/materials technology after his Bethlehem
Steel layoff, graduating with a 3.97 grade point average.
That degree had given Smith confidence that he could succeed; nevertheless, executing a 180-degree educational and career turn was anything but easy. “I really felt like a fish
out of water at first,” he says of the early days of his nursing education.
Adding to the challenge of difficult coursework, Smith’s wife had a relapse of her cancer.
“I had a lot of things on my mind other than just trying to get through school,” he says.
Failure was not an option for Smith, however. He admits, “I’m competitive – I want
to be number one in the class. I don’t do a half-hearted job at anything.”
Smith graduated in 2005 and accepted a job at Lehigh Valley Hospital-Muhlenberg
the week after commencement, on the same medical/surgical and oncology ward where
he works today.
Smith believes his experience with his wife’s cancer has made him a better, more
compassionate nurse. “When you have a cancer diagnosis, the biggest issue is fear. I tell
my patients, ‘I’ve lived through this with my wife – I understand.’ I tell them about Miki
going from not being able to walk across the room, to last year running a marathon.
“I tell my patients, and the nursing students I mentor, you’ve got to reach down inside
you, find what it takes to go on. What I’ve been through is exactly that – when you get
knocked down, get back up on your feet and keep walking.”

THE FACES OF courage
Other NCC
alumni and
students possess
their own brands
of courage. Like
Smith, they dig
deep and ﬁnd a
way to face
down fear.
Lisa Lasko ’05
found her courage after a devastating hiking accident left her
a quadriplegic at the age of 19.
“For about a year, I was a mess
— emotionally, physically and

spiritually. Then I decided to stop
focusing on everything I had lost,
and instead focused on everything I had left in my life.”
Lasko, who had just completed her first semester at NCC
when she had her accident,
decided to face her fear of going
back to school. With the help of
Laraine Demshock in Disability
Services, Lasko returned to the
classroom. “All the instructors
were very accommodating, even
students in the class – no one
treated me like I was different. It
made me forget I was a person in
a wheelchair. I was just another
student in the class.”
Lasko went on to earn a
degree in psychology from Moravian College, and is finishing up
a master’s degree in counseling
psychology at Lehigh University.

Connie Thomas
(LPN ’88) was just two
days away from beginning her
third semester in the registered
nursing program at NCC when she
learned she had thyroid cancer.
She says that a lot of her courage
has been borrowed from a sup-

portive husband, co-workers,
family and NCC nursing program
director Mary Jean Osborne.
“I did consider quitting.
I went to Mary Jean and told
her that I didn’t think I had it
in me, I wouldn’t be able to do
it.” Osborne reassured her, and
Thomas made it through the
semester – and radiation treatments that left her fatigued –
with great grades.

Roger Tinti ’98
works in an inner-city middle
school. His brand of courage
involves trying to make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged students. “Whatever hard
things these kids bring to the
table, I try to remember, I may
be the best part of their day. You
assume they know the difference
between right and wrong, but
that’s not always the case. I treat
them with respect – it’s a way to
teach without a curriculum.”

in the military. Club president
Chad Ace ’11 says
courage isn’t limited to the
battlefield. “It’s also in coming
home to a once-familiar life that
now seems alien, to try to put
the past behind you and be a
civilian, not a soldier. I consider
that courage.”
No matter how they show
their courage, all these alumni
and students have found the
courage it takes to go on.

There’s no shortage of courage
in the members of NCC’s Band
of Brothers club, composed
of students who have served

WHAT IS courage?
S. J. Rachman, a Canadian psychologist specializing in fear and
courage, says that many people think of courage as fearlessness. However,
Rachman defines courage as perseverance in the face of fear and stress.
The courageous person, he believes, breaks the fear connection by resisting the behavioral response and facing the fearful situation, despite the
discomfort produced. In this model, courage is something that can be
developed, much like strengthening a muscle through repeated use.

Others, however, believe courage is more “nature” than “nurture.”
Donald Pond, program manager for emergency response education at
NCC, says courage is an inherent trait, at least in the sort of individual
whose job might require going into burning buildings: “You either have
it or you don’t. I can only speak from my perspective, but for the past 35
years, I’ve been involved with many aspects of emergency services. Not
everyone is cut out to be in my business.” ◆

there’s no place like Oz: With its Kansas cyclones, brainless scarecrows, humbug heroes, sibling witches, flying monkeys

and a whole lot more, “The Wizard of Oz” is widely recognized as America’s first homegrown fairy tale. Writer L. Frank Baum introduced
Oz to readers in 1900. Today, his wonderful world may be more popular than ever. But despite our non-stop fascination with Dorothy
Gale’s friends and adventures, there’s quite a lot you might not know about the Land of Oz:

At least four Oz films and two Oz
musicals were produced before the
movie featuring Judy Garland was
released in 1939.
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In the books, Dorothy’s magic
slippers are silver. Ruby slippers
worn by Judy Garland in the movie
were sold at auction in May 2000
for $666,000.

MGM acquired Oz film rights with
the expectation that child star Shirley Temple would play Dorothy. By
the time filming began, Temple was
not available. The studio settled for
Judy Garland.

According to Baum, the name
“Oz” came from his file cabinet
which was labeled “O-Z.”

illustration by lauren noll

Oz

talking
about
metaphors and totems and epics… oh my!
by paul acampora
Heart, brains and courage. That’s what it takes to keep up with Northampton Community
College professors Rebecca Dean and John Tindell when the conversation turns to “The Wizard of Oz.”
Dean and Tindell have led courses on mass media, public speaking, film, culture studies,
communications and more. They are passionate fans of all things Oz. They have both enjoyed
introducing Dorothy, Toto and the world of L. Frank Baum’s classic to NCC students. We invited
them to discuss what has become the great American fairy tale.

Baum always said that the Oz books
were just stories for children. Do you
believe him?
Dean: There’s no way Baum wrote this only for children.
Tindell: Most artists never interpret their own work. They let
readers create our own meaning. I think this is why Baum never
attached a higher meaning to the books. But I think he wrote
them in a way that encourages multiple interpretations.
Dean: As John says, Baum wrote on many levels at once. The
Wizard of Oz follows the ancient “epic journey” trope but with
an American twist.
Tindell: That’s right. The story follows the traditional narrative
structure of a seemingly powerless hero, Dorothy, overcoming
obstacles — finding the wizard, avoiding the witch, stealing the
broom, et cetera — to accomplish a goal: getting back to Kansas.
But the story is also written in a way that lends itself to more
sophisticated audiences who read between the lines.
Dean: The characters are all symbolic. Moreover, they’re
totemic. The Scarecrow is the wisdom of nature. The Tin

fBetween 1900 and 1920, Baum
wrote 14 books about Oz. To date,
there are a total of 40 books recognized as part of the “official” Oz
canon. Writers of these “Famous
Forty” are known as “Royal Historians of Oz,” a title created by Baum,
who is the First Royal Historian.

PHOTO CREDIT

fMost 19th and early 20th century
children’s book heroes were boys,
but Baum decided to make his
feisty, strong-willed protagonist a
girl. Alice in Wonderland certainly
influenced the decision, but so did
Matilda Electa Joslyn Gage, Baum’s
mother-in-law, who was a leading
suffragist, activist, author and freethinker of the day.

Man, tenderest and unhappiest of the group, is the muchabused mill worker who has internalized his oppression and
thinks he is at fault. The lion, most ancient totem animal in
Western art, always represents the state. And then Dorothy
the orphan — like Diana, virgin goddess of the hunt – must go
into nature’s dangerous side. Nothing is benign in Oz. Diana
was accompanied by a pack of hounds. Luckily, Dorothy has
a heroine’s totem too, the faithful, resourceful and amazingly
intelligent Toto.

Do you use all this in your teaching?
Dean: Yes!
Tindell: The historical significance of the film makes it a mustsee for film history.
Dean: And it’s a fantastic way to introduce a very literal
generation of students to metaphor, analogy, social and political
commentary, and the concept of deep structure. Without an
appreciation for metaphor, students will have terrible attitudes
toward poetry, novels or complex films where things don’t blow
up. When we talk about “The Wizard of Oz,” light bulbs just pop

fThe Land of Oz has inspired
countless books, toys, games, comics
and websites along with more than
60 film, TV and stage adaptations, the
most recent of which, Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s “The Wizard of Oz: The
Musical,” opened in London on March
1, 2011. Entertainers whose artistic
journeys have included stops in Oz
include Michael Jackson, Sid Caesar,
Queen Latifah, Joel Grey, Roger
Daltrey and the Muppets .

fL. Frank Baum did not want to
be known solely as the creator
of Oz. Writing under various pen
names including Captain Hugh
Fitzgerald, Laura Bancroft, Edith Van
Dyne and Schuyler Staunton, Baum
also published adventure books,
picture books, girls’ detective stories and three adult novels.
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out of my students’ heads. I’m able to help them to see through
the literal and into deeper meanings that actually stand
alongside all the explosions.

What was your own first experience
with the Wizard of Oz?
Tindell: As a child, I watched the classic 1939 film on TV. I
remember it as both enchanting and frightening. I also saw the
1978 version of the story, The Wiz, which had such a different
energy, and then later, I reconnected with the 1939 film when I
watched it synchronized with Pink Floyd’s album, Dark Side of
the Moon. I love that each experience with the story seemed
new and unique.
Dean: My first experience with Oz was a hardback illustration
on the cover of the book in my family’s library. I was only
3 or 4, but I was entranced by the merry band of pals on a
journey, so I began picking my way through it. Of course at
that age, I only grasped the major points of the journey. That’s
about the same time that I recall viewing the movie. Both my
parents are ‘cinephiles,’ and they would drop little comments
about aspects of the film from an adult point of view. It was
wonderful to watch from a child’s point of view and also hear
about the many other layers that I would learn to uncover for
myself as I grew.

Do you have a favorite character
or scene?
Dean: My favorite is Toto. I am a lifelong dog lover, and I am
always thrilled to see his craftiness, intelligence, commitment
and that strange ability that dogs have to differentiate between
positive people and negative people.
Tindell: I do have a favorite scene. I love when Dorothy first
enters Oz. The transition from black-and-white to color is
just magical. It is so beautifully done and such an important
moment in the film and in film history. Every time I see the

film, I look forward to that moment when Dorothy crosses the
threshold and enters the vibrant colors of Oz.
Dean: My favorite is when Dorothy gets back to the house
after her family has gone to the cellar to hide from the tornado.
Dorothy runs into her room, and she’s hit in the head by flying
debris. A moment later, she wakes up and looks out the
window where she sees people, animals, sheds and especially
her neighbor, Miss Gulch, morphed into the Wicked Witch. That
scene flashed into my head the first time I saw a book with
Marc Chagall paintings in the library. In several Chagall pieces,
everyone and everything is floating. The laws of physics no
longer apply.
Tindell: As far as a favorite character, I don’t have a clear
winner. I connect with different aspects of all the characters,
which is part of why I think the story is such a classic. That
said, I have always liked villains in stories, so perhaps the
Wicked Witch of the West. I am sure my students would have
a great time psychoanalyzing my choice.

Any last words?
Tindell: I’ll get you, my pretty! ◆

About the illustrator: Lauren Noll’s passion for art
started at the age of 3. As a child, she would fill notebooks with doodles and sketches, often getting into
trouble with her teachers. Her goal is to make people
smile when viewing her art, which is influenced by
her love of animals and Japanese culture. She is very
proud of having attained senior member status on
deviantART, an online art community for artists and
art lovers. Lauren will complete her associate degree
in communication design in December. She plans to
continue her education, possibly in New York City.

there’s no place like Oz continued
fMuch of Oz is based on Baum’s
real life. The Tin Man came from
a hardware store window display
featuring a mechanical man made
from stovepipe limbs and a funnel
cap. Dorothy was named after a
niece who died as an infant. Boyhood nightmares of being chased by
scarecrows inspired the creation of
Dorothy’s best friend.
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fThe cyclone in the 1939 film was
really a giant spinning burlap sock.
fOver the years, scholars, students
and fans have seen Oz as a Marxist
manifesto, a Freudian allegory, a
Populist fable and a Bible-inspired
parable. According to L. Frank Baum,
The Wizard of Oz “was written
solely to pleasure children.”

Baum built the Land of Oz out of all-American imagery, stock
fairy tale elements, a healthy dose of imagination and a
perspective that was specific to his 19th century Midwestern
upbringing. More than a century later, the stories remain
fantastic, frightening, strange and wonderful to friends of
Dorothy around the world. ◆
by Paul Acampora

PHOTO CREDIT

OF DRAGONS AND

Tin Men

i

f as a child, you had the good fortune to have
a caring adult introduce you to some special
friends, friends made of straw or tin, or friends
who study magic and conjure spells, friends
riding dragons or soaring among stars or
sailing the seven seas in search of pirates — if
you shared the adventures of those enchanted
folk, then you were lucky indeed to have called yourself
sidekick to some of the wisest and enduring confidants
of your life. And each time your newfound buddies got
themselves into, and out of, predicaments, they learned
something — some lesson about life and living in it. And
when they learned, so did you.

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX
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You didn’t know you
were learning life lessons.
They were just good stories.
But they sunk in as sure as
the Scarecrow found brain
power or the Tin Man wept
himself rusty for others or
the Cowardly Lion discovered his roar. It dawned on
them all that brains or a
tender heart or plain everyday guts isn’t bestowed by
a wizard; it’s there inside,
waiting to be called from the
depth of ourselves.
The Wizard of Oz’s trio of
misfits, along with their rubyshoed buddy (and Toto, too)

The Dornishes’ donation has its
own room in the College’s main
campus library; the books can be
seen by appointment or during
special showings.

are not the only characters
to point the way to our inner
Wiz. Indeed, teaching under
the guise of a rousing story is
the bottom line of any literature worth calling ‘classic.’
Bob and Alice Dornish
want that wisdom preserved
for the benefit of future
learners. That is why they
have donated 1,000 books of
children’s literature (including two illustrated editions
of L. Frank Baum’s “The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz”
series; and an American first
edition, first print of “Harry
Potter,” signed by J. K.
Rowling) to Northampton
Community College.
The Dornishes’ donation
has its own room in the College’s main campus library;
the books can be seen by
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appointment or during
special showings. The collection, of which this donation is a small part, has been
a 33-year labor of love.
Alice Dornish holds a
master of arts degree from
Trenton State College (now
The College of New Jersey)
and a Sixth Year Certificate
from New York University.
She spent 31 years of her
career at NCC, retiring as
professor of office administration. “We both read books,
and classics at that, to our
own kids, Brad and Ryan,”
Alice says. “They are now
49 and 39, respectively. Both
lawyers. And they both love
to read. I hope our early
reading sessions contributed
to that.”
While Alice shared her
husband’s collecting enthusiasm every step of the way,
the catalyst for accumulating
such a massive assemblage
of children’s literature rested
with him — or with his job at
Kutztown University. Dr. Bob
Dornish taught children’s
literature at the graduate and
undergraduate levels at Kutztown for close to 29 years.
“When I began my teaching at the University, I had
$8,000 a year to spend on
new books,” he explains.
“But as things became tighter,
each year budgets were cut,
and mine was no exception.
It went from $8,000 down to
seven, to six, on down to one.
And it didn’t stop there.”
Dornish saw the writing
on the wall — and it was no
children’s fantasy. Still, his
students, he felt, deserved to
have the most current books
available, and he wanted to
include, as he always had,
award-winning works among
them. So, he began buying
them on his own. “I said to

Alice, ‘If I don’t start now,
eventually this budget will
bottom out, and I won’t have
any new books for my students.’ We started out buying
a few, but before I retired, we
were buying 1,200 to 1,500
books each year!”
The Dornishes understand budget cuts and bear
no grudge. In fact, Kutztown
University is recipient of part
of the collection. And the
couple still has 7,500 books
in their own library! Floor to
ceiling bookcases hold some
of the thousands; others stand
in child-high piles waiting to
be mailed for the signatures
of various authors.
The couple has more
books earmarked for NCC.
“The College doesn’t have
room for them right now,”
says Bob, “but we’ve talked
about setting up something
on the Southside with some
of our Latino-authored
books.” “We have one called,
“There’s a Coquí in My
Shoe!” Alice adds. “A coqui
is a tiny frog indigenous to
Puerto Rico. It’s by an NCC
alum, one of my former students, Marisa de Jesús Paolicelli.”
The Dornishes haven’t
spent decades gathering
books as mere possessions.
They have acquired a fine
selection of wisdom for kids,
and they’ve done so for the
sake of others. Anyone who
knows Bob and Alice Dornish
can be proud to know two
people who can so easily
reach into themselves and
draw out what is perhaps
any wizard’s finest quality: a
caring heart. ◆
by James L Johnson ’89

OTHER great READS
ith multiculturalism being an everyday fact
of life, the understanding of multiculturalism
in literature is no longer an issue for debate
on college campuses across Pennsylvania.
When state transfer requirements changed for
the education program, NCC recognized that one
powerful way to encourage understanding among
various cultural groups was through the reading of good
multicultural adolescent literature. As a result, the Multicultural Adolescent
Literature course was born.
The education and English departments cooperated in the design of the
course. “The development of the course is a perfect example of how NCC is
different from other places,” explains Dr. Annette Bruno, assistant professor of
education. “They knew enough about the education change to see that we had
to do this for our students. The students’ needs have to come first.”
Bruno teaches the course twice a week, and has seen students respond
positively to the interactive nature of the class and assignments. Throughout
the semester, students read eight books that cover multiple genres. While
still finding multicultural elements, they learn to recognize similarities of their
experiences in regard to friendship, love and family relationships. Each student
also completes an oral history project that includes interviewing someone with
a multicultural background, and presenting findings to their peers.
“It gives the class a participatory feel,” says Bruno. “Students have a
different interpretation of what they’re reading, so we discuss that during class.
For instance, we just had a discussion about one book, “Things Fall Apart,”
where we talked about being part of the melting pot of this country. In the
melting pot, are we the soup or the salad? A lot of our traditions can get lost, so
the more we let kids know to value those differences, the better off we’ll be.”
With the state restructuring of the program curriculums, there was also a
need to redevelop courses that deal directly with the development of language
comprehension and brain development. Early Literacy and Language had always
been a part of the Early Childhood program, but the course was recently revamped
to cover all facets of language arts with an emphasis on multiculturalism.
Every student creates what Bruno calls a “Family Literary Resource File,”
which keeps track of literacy tasks they’ve completed, as well as lists of books
that they utilize for specific education levels from kindergarten to fourth grade.
Due to the nature of the curriculum, the class has also presented the question of
how to effectively work with students who don’t speak English as a first language.
“The course has really always been here, but the multicultural element
is important because it opens up dialogue for every level,” Bruno explains.
“In this aspect, it ties in with the Multicultural course. It opens the door to
discussion when students can relate to a certain character. It makes their life
richer because, when they can relate directly, they’ll carry that over to children
that they teach.” ◆
by Shannon Sigafoos

The development of
the course is a perfect
example of how NCC
is different from
other places.

TOP 10 BOOKS FOR

YOUNGER CHILDREN
by Dr. Annette Bruno
(recommended for grades pre-K through 4 )

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible,
No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst
The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco
Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes
A Chair for my Mother by Vera B. Williams
Corduroy by Don Freeman
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume
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NCC Seen
A sampling of snapshots from recent events

Lobby Day f
Between visits to legislators,
the NCC delegation surveys the
Harrisburg scene from a balcony
on the second floor of the state
capitol building, a magnificent
edifice now designated as a
National Historic Landmark.

eCall Them All-Stars

c Craft Fair
Alumni Association board
members Steve Dolak ‘69, Anna
Stofko ‘77 and Steve Grimes ‘72
pause for a quick picture before
greeting vendors at the Spring
Craft Fair.

Four NCC students were honored in
Harrisburg in April as members of
the All-Pennsylvania Academic Team.
Shown here with Northampton’s
president, Dr. Arthur Scott, are (left to
right): Lizette Perez, Steven Abdo, Mary
Carrington and Alfred Johnson.

Woman of the Year f
NCC alumni and staff celebrate with Cindy Workman
‘74 on the night she was recognized as one of four
“Women of the Year” by the Bethlehem YWCA.
Seated left to right: Sally Jablonski ‘78 and Marie
Sterlein ‘83. Standing: Melissa Recchia ‘90,
Thea Lind, Cindy Workman ‘74, Melissa Starace ‘95,
Brenda Weppel, Scott Raab, ‘92 and Nancy Hutt.
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FAR LEFT- NCC STOCK/TOP-ADAM ATKINSON/HEATHER SHELLEY/ALICE KARPA ‘91

①

c Kentucky Derby Dinner
Who had more fun? The guests at the Alumni Association’s first-ever
Kentucky Derby Dinner Party or the planning committee shown here?
Seated (left to right): Mary Jane McAteer ‘76, Debi Julia ‘85 and Cindy
Workman ‘74; middle row: Sandi Vulcano ‘72 and Fred Curcio ‘91; back
row: Carl Mancino ‘75, Sally Jablonski ‘78, Joan Christopher ’91, Marie
Sterlein ‘83, Melissa Recchia ‘90 and Lenore Pitsilos ‘83.

②

③

c Week of the Young Child
①

❶ In some circles, this guest reader is known as State Representative
Rosemary Brown. In NCC’s Hannig Family Children’s Center, she is also known
as a mom. ❷ Who is that cat in the hat? That is no ordinary cat in the hat.
State Representative Mario Scavello stopped by the Hannig Family Children’s
Center to read to the children during the Week of the Young Child. ❸ State
Representative Marcia Hahn read “Whose Shoes” to the girls and boys in
Reibman Hall. Maybe they will follow in her shoes someday.

eChef-in-Residence
❶ Guests Beth and Frank Boyer share a laugh with Lois Giamber at the
Chef-in-Residence dinner. ❷ Hors d’oeuvres were delicious, but John and

②
CHEF-IN-RESIDENCE BY RANDY MONCEAUX/ALL OTHERS BY ADAM ATKINSON

Mary Ann Williams and Bill and Patti Lehr can hardly wait to sample the wild
salmon and sole stromboli in tomato basil crema prepared by Jon Middleton,
this spring’s guest chef. 
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aLUmNi nOTes
Log in to Alumni
Net www.
northampton.edu/
alumni and post
an alumni note or
send your story
and photos
to alumni@
northampton.edu.

JAMES DI PAOLO ’08

Accounting
1981 Cynthia Edkin
of Danielsville is a region
trainer at Airgas, Inc.
in Allentown.

Communication
Studies
2009 Stephanie Smith
of Bakersfield, Calif., works
in the customer service
department for Hallmark.

Dental Hygiene
1991 Lisa Kern
of Bath is a dental hygienist
for Mark J. Fabey, DMD,
in Easton.

Education
1995 Elaine Scott
of Daytona Beach, Fla., is
pursuing a master’s degree
in education media design
& technology at Full Sail
University in Winter Park,
Fla. She received her
bachelor’s degree from
Strayer University-Henrico.
2004 Rebecca Freeh
of Coopersburg is an autism
continued on page 35
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J

ames Di Paolo ’08 says he’s always been the adventurous type, so his first job offer out of college
was right up his alley.
The Easton native is spending the year teaching
early elementary students in the Lake and Peninsula
School District, located southwest of Anchorage, Alaska,
along the Alaska Peninsula. The district has 13 schools,
covering an area about the size of West Virginia.
Di Paolo resides about 500 highway miles from
Anchorage — that is, if there were highways between
his village and its nearest big city — in a one-story
apartment walking distance from his school. He teaches four students, who range in age from kindergarten
through second grade.
“It has been an amazing experience being here. I
realized things were going to be different when during
the first weekend for in-service, teachers got together
to go fly fishing,” he said, adding, “I even went skiing
for the first — and last — time here.”
Life is very different for Di Paolo and his fiancée,
Tamara, who also works in the district. He has no television or Internet in his apartment, instead using his time
to read books and do prep work for his classes, which
need to be taught at different grade levels. The Mansfield University graduate’s class plans take a lot of time
to prepare, as they must be specifically tailored to each
student’s ability. And if he can’t make it to school due to

illness or an emergency, one of the villagers comes in to
follow his outline for the day.
For someone who is used to being busy (he spent
four years in the Navy and worked in a restaurant while
a student at Northampton), Di Paolo has used some of
his time to connect with nature. He’s had the opportunity to see bears, moose and other wildlife in their
native habitat.
“You don’t realize how big an eagle is until it
swoops off your apartment’s roof,” he explained.
Di Paolo’s students have no concept of how far he
traveled to become their teacher. To them, he said, Anchorage is as far as they’ve ever gotten from home. The
lower-48 states are an abstract idea to them.
To get home for a visit, for example, he has a complicated, and very weather-dependent, trip, including a
caravan to King Salmon (population 442, as of the 2000
census), then takes two flights to Anchorage, layover,
then he finally makes it to the mainland. From there, another connection gets him back east. Needless to say, he

The Easton native is spending
the year teaching early
elementary students in the
Lake and Peninsula School
District, located southwest
of Anchorage, Alaska.
doesn’t get back very often — his wedding this summer
will be the next time. Instead, he maintains his connections to home by phone, Facebook and Skype.
But even though he is living thousands of miles
away, he can always find someone from the Keystone
State nearby. A former Mansfield student is now superintendent of the Lake and Peninsula School District, so he
often pulls new employees from his alma mater.
“It’s the Lake and Peninsula School District, but the
running joke is that it’s the Lake and Pennsylvania School
District,” he said with a laugh. 
by Sandy Stahl

VICTORIA MONTERO ’07
tunity to work in a program like this,” she said. “I
have a connection to the students. They can relate
to me because they know I’ve been there. It’s really
helped me establish a relationship with them.”
According to a recent article in The Morning
Call newspaper, 179 students, primarily from Liberty High School, have completed the school-towork program since its inception. Montero said the
partnership helps students realize that there is a
wide-open future for them, as long as they apply

W

hen Victoria Montero ’07 was 13 years
old, she couldn’t speak a word of English. Her family had just moved from
Mexico to the Lehigh Valley in search of a better
life, and that meant she and her two siblings had
to completely immerse themselves into a very different culture. For the already-shy sixth grader, it
was a challenge.
But not an insurmountable one.
“It was difficult — I had to push myself. It
took me about two years to have an understanding of the language,” she said. “When learning to
speak a new language, you always think people
will have trouble understanding you, so it can be
hard to have confidence.”
Now, at 25, and with a master’s degree in
public health from East Stroudsburg University,
Montero has no problems expressing herself. She
attributes some of that success to a school-to-work
program that gives English as a Second Language
(ESL) students in the Bethlehem Area School District on-the-job experience at St. Luke’s Hospital.
Montero enrolled in the program as a high school
sophomore, and began working part-time at the
hospital as a junior. The Liberty grad now works as
assistant director of adolescent career mentoring
programs there, serving as a job coach and doing
administrative support for three related programs.
“For me, it’s such an honor to have the oppor-

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

Due to her experience at
the hospital, she found
herself drawn to social work.
From there, she became
interested in public health
administration ... now she
loves the chance to give back
to the community that once
supported her when she
needed it.
themselves. For Montero, the program has lead to
a variety of experiences at St. Luke’s over a sevenyear period, including working as an assistant in
the community health department, doing data administration for different programs, and working
on the smoking cessation program. Her current job
helping students, she says, is a great fit.
When Montero entered Northampton, she
thought she wanted to be a kindergarten teacher.
“I had such a great experience at Northampton,” she said. “I loved the College and the support from my professors. There was a great support
system that really gave me the guidance and confidence I needed.”
But due to her experience at the hospital, she
found herself drawn to social work. From there, she
became interested in public health administration.
And now she loves the chance to give back to
the community that once supported her when she
needed it.
“I enjoy working for St. Luke’s,” she said. “It’s so rewarding. I look forward to continuing to grow here.” 
by Sandy Stahl

NCC
+

LIZTECH
=

EDUCATION

WITH
STYLE

Go to www.northampton.
edu/nccliztech to order
online and find local
merchants selling this
limited-edition pin.
This Liztech pin, specially
designed for the
Northampton Community
College Alumni Association,
reflects the endeavor, hope,
diversity and success that
NCC is proud to share with
past, present and future
students and with the entire
College community.

SUMMER 2011 ❘ NCC ❘ 33

DoNOr prOFiLe

Brent Zimmer ’92, ’01

the journey

CONTINUES
When this alum came to NCC, he had no idea where life would take him.

Can you hear me now? Brent Zimmer ’92, ’01 works on military
communication sets that allow military personnel from around the
world to communicate radio, VOIP calls and IP communications over
fiber optic cables and satellite.

A LOT OF STUDENTS COME

to NCC because they
aren’t sure what path
to follow in life. Brent
Zimmer came in the late
1960s. Fresh out of high
school, he couldn’t see a
life path from his seat in
a classroom, so he left to
find it. He would eventually earn two Northampton
degrees, but it would take
nearly two decades, and
many miles traveled for
the road he found to lead
him back to NCC.
Brent Zimmer was
only 20 years old when
he joined the Army and
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headed for Vietnam.
Having had just four weeks
of medical training instead
of 12 due to the war, he
learned “on the job;” everything from doing his
own triage to performing
minor surgeries — tying
off bleeders, performing
tracheotomies, inserting
chest tubes. “When you’re
the only medical person
available, you have to make
a lot of decisions,” Zimmer
says. In their situation, the
medics learned by doing.
And what they got wrong?
“You learned real fast not to
do that again.”

After his discharge
in 1971, Zimmer enrolled
in nursing school at St.
Luke’s Hospital, but —
money being one of life’s
nastier realities — he left
before graduating to work
at Bethlehem Steel, where
he could earn twice the
salary of a nurse.
While at the Steel,
Zimmer joined the National Guard, again on the
medical side of things.
“It was cool,” Zimmer
remembers, “but there
wasn’t much room for advancement.” So in 1982,
he decided to reenlist in
the Army, this time in
the Reserves.
A medic once again,
Zimmer attached to the
44th Medical Group and
traveled with them to
Grenada, Panama, and
Honduras — even to war.
“While I was in the Reserves, I was in charge,
from the Army side of
things, of the licensed practical nursing program NCC
was doing out at Fort Indiantown Gap,” Zimmer says.
It was working with
Barbara Roper (then head
of the College’s nursing
program) that led Zimmer
back to NCC. He was accepted into the registered

nursing (RN) program.
Although Desert Shield/
Desert Storm briefly interrupted his NCC experience
yet again, he finally earned
both a degree in nursing
and a degree in safety,
health and environmental
technology, retiring from
the military in between as
a command sergeant major
with 31 years of service.
Today Zimmer is a
civilian working for the
Army. At the end of this
year, he will retire for
good. Then, he and his
wife of 41 years, Virginia,
plan to map out a different
kind of road. “I was always
going someplace military,”
Zimmer says, “and Ginny
waited, always ok with
it, no matter what. Now
we’re going to take our
motorhome across country
and just stay awhile wherever we end up. Then,
in summer, we’ll put the
motorhome in storage
wherever we are and fly
home to Colorado Springs.
Then in fall, we’ll fly back,
get the motorhome out and
do it all again.” Planned
with military precision.
But this time the road he
makes is all his. 
by James L. Johnson ’89

continued from page 32

MARK YUNDT ’04

M

ark Yundt ’04 never saw himself at a desk
job, but he didn’t necessarily think he’d end
up being a chef.
He might have been the only one who didn’t know.
“Food has always interested me,” said Yundt,
who works as sous chef at Emeril’s Chop House at
the Sands Casino Resort in Bethlehem. “I remember
watching ‘Great Chefs of the World’ on PBS in grade
school, and in high school, while most kids were going
to football games, I was cooking.”
Already working as the top cook at a relative’s
restaurant in Hellertown before high school graduation,
Yundt discovered that he loved the energy and vibe of
a commercial kitchen. He admits that family members
were not shocked when he finally decided to formally
pursue his passion.
“I wasn’t quite sure, even though it was right in
front of my face,” he said with a chuckle. After all, he
says, how could he not love a job in which he could play
with fire and eat for free? The general studies student
changed his major to culinary arts, and a chef was born.
“I think [culinary instructor] Scott Kalamar saw
something in me,” he said. “Being a chef is not for
everyone. You have to have it in your heart and be in
love with it.”
Yundt’s passion for cooking is evident.
“Being a chef is all about tantalizing the senses. I
utilize all of them in a day,” he explained. “I inspect the
quality of the food coming in the back door by touching
it, looking at it, smelling it. Having the chance to cook,
eat and enjoy it, then share it with other people — how

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

can one not see the reward in that? And to get paid for
it is even more awesome!”
While working at Blue Grillhouse in Bethlehem
in 2009, Yundt got an offer — coincidentally on his
birthday — to work for the soon-to-open Sands Casino
Resort in Bethlehem. He went from hard hat to chef’s
hat in the span of a few months, helping with the planning during construction and eventually working in the
casino’s food court area on opening day. “I remember
looking at blueprints to see where the flour would go,”
he recalls. From there, he worked as chef du cuisine at
Carnegie Deli on the other side of the building, until
receiving the opportunity a few months ago to work at
the casino’s signature restaurant.
“It was pretty flattering. It’s a prime location to
be in. I absolutely couldn’t turn down the offer,” he said.
Yundt has had the chance to meet the restaurant’s namesake, celebrity chef Emeril Lagasse, a few
times, and reports that he is extremely likeable. The
first time was a moment he will always remember.
“During the grand opening, I walked into the
kitchen and he was there. Emeril said, ‘Good morning,

program manager at BARC
Developmental Services
in Warminster.
2004 Loriann Pipech
Vargo of Pottsville and her
husband, Jed Vargo, are proud
to announce the birth of a baby
girl, Jessica Joan, who was
born in January.

General Studies
1998 Michael Lynn of
Bethlehem works at Road and
Rail Services in Bethlehem. He
received a bachelor’s degree
from Bloomsburg University.
2005 Matthew Benko
of Downingtown is serving
with the Air National Guard
in Delaware. He received
a bachelor’s degree from
Moravian College and, in 2010,
earned a master’s degree from
West Chester University.

Interior Design

Being a chef is all about
tantalizing the senses. I utilize
all of them in a day. I inspect
the quality of the food coming
in the back door by touching it,
looking at it, smelling it.
Having the chance to cook,
eat and enjoy it, then share
it with other people …
chef’ and shook my hand,” Yundt said. “It was kind of a
respect thing. He was very approachable.”
The job requires long days. Luckily, Yundt said, his
family is very understanding of his schedule.
“Everyone’s really supportive. Twelve- to 14-hour
days are the norm for us,” Yundt explained. “Baptisms,
holidays, family birthdays — I’m gonna miss ‘em. But
someone’s got to cook for everyone else coming out to
celebrate.”
And Yundt wouldn’t have it any other way. 
by Sandy Stahl

2002 Erin Bruch’s
recently published book, “Forever
Linked: A Mother’s Journey
Through Twin to Twin Transfusion
Syndrome,” chronicles the story
of her pregnancy and subsequent
loss of twins to this rare condition
that affects identical twins. The
book includes information about
TTTS, current treatments and the
emotional impact on the lives
of those affected. She and her
husband, David, live in Bethlehem
with their two daughters, Faith
and Sarah Lynn. Her book can be
purchased on Amazon.com. Erin is
also featured as an alumna with
“heart” on p. 19.

Liberal Arts
2005 Jennifer Messler
of Mount Bethel is an intensive
case manager at the Lehigh
County Conference of Churches
in Allentown. She received a
continued on page 38
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ALYSSHA EVE
CSÜK ’95, ’02

O

n her bike in 2003, Alyssha
Eve Csük ’95,’02 rode past
the abandoned Bethlehem
Steel plant and felt a strong, undeniable pull she couldn’t ignore. Growing
up in Bethlehem, the Steel had always
been a part of her life. She remembers
waving furiously toward the plant’s
windows as a child, in the hopes that
her grandfather, who worked there,
would see her from inside.
But this time, it was different.
What some might have seen as a
grand-scale eyesore, a deteriorating
relic of more prosperous days gone
by, she was drawn that day instead
to its mysterious beauty.

Csük’s work is now
gaining national
attention: she was
recently featured
in the March/April
issue of American
Photo, which eloquently highlights her
abstract work from the
Abstract Portraits of
Steel, Slate Abstracts
& The Yards portfolios.
To Csük, it was a world filled
with artistic opportunity: the behemoth stacks, still jutting skyward, the
stark shadows cast across industrial
decay, and the sprigs of vegetation
poking through the rusty ruins.
“I just needed to explore it,” she
said. “It was so visually overwhelm-
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ing, scary … haunting. I remember
being entranced by the shifting light.”
The photographer admits that
for about a year, in 2003, she snuck
on to the elaborately gated property.
“It would take me a long time to get
on-site, so the journey in itself would
be almost a meditative process,
it had a way of distilling all of the
things in my life. All I was left with
was my artistic self.”
She didn’t know at the time
that the mega-corporation the Las
Vegas Sands Corp. would be buying
the property in the hopes of making
a full-scale transformation of the former plant and its adjoining area. But
through a chance meeting with the
property developers in 2004, she was
granted permission to visit the site to
continue her photography. It became
almost a second home.
Csük, who graduated from
the prestigious Rochester Institute
of Technology in 2006, and lives in
Bethlehem, returned to the area
partly because she couldn’t stand to
be away from the Steel.
“I was being pulled away,” she
said of her time in New York state,
“I would come home on weekends
(my poor cats — they came back
and forth with me in the car!), and
would be home all summer because I
wanted to be near the site.”
Still, Csük had no idea her obsession would kick start a career in
the fine arts. Because of the relationship she had developed with developers, and a meeting with Sands
officials, she found herself professionally documenting construction
of the nearby casino, a two-year
project that ended in 2009. The work
she produced now graces the walls

inside the casino, as well as within
the Riverport apartment complex in
South Bethlehem.
It gives Csük an almost indescribable feeling when people react
positively to her work. “Someone
who bought a print will come up to
me and say, ‘Your photos are at my
office, and they make me want to
come to work every day,’’ she said.
“That’s what’s really great. Those
kind of moments give me real joy.”
Csük knew she was attracted
to the arts, but when she enrolled
at Northampton, she thought she
wanted to study design. She was so
entranced by what she learned in a
photography elective that she took it
again, even though she had already
received an A.“I just wanted to be
in the darkroom. I could be found

national attention: she was recently
featured in the March/April issue of
American Photo, which eloquently
highlights her abstract work from
the Abstract Portraits of Steel, Slate
Abstracts & The Yards portfolios.
She is now working on several new
projects, including an abstract study
of the bark of white birch trees, and a
book project of industrial landscapes.
She hopes to travel to other industrial sites, especially in Europe, to
shoot, and hopes to put some focus
on marketing herself in the Lehigh
Valley and beyond.
“I love how things have unfolded,” she said of her career path so
far. “Who knew my love for the Steel
would lead to so much? I had no idea
what would come to be.”
by Sandy Stahl

there at all hours — I got to know
the cleaning people really well,” she
said with a laugh.
Csük is glad she took the design
and drawing classes. She believes
they made her a better photographer
by developing her artistic eye in different ways, but she will be forever
grateful to Leslie Fletcher for welcoming her into a photography class that
was already full. If not for that act of
kindness, she might never have known
how much she loved photography. She
also credits art program director Tom
Shillea for his role as mentor and career advisor.
Csük’s work is now gaining

Steel Blossoms: Abstract
Portraits of Steel by Alyssha
Eve Csük is on display through
July 3 at SteelStacks in
South Bethlehem.

www.alysshaevecsuk.com
http://www.facebook.
com/#!/pages/Alyssha-EveCs%C3%BCk/195526950479043
http://twitter.com/#!/
alysshaevecsuk
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lamar

DIAMOND A
Northampton ❙ SPORT MANAGEMENT ‘05
Seton Hall ❙ B.S. ❙ SPORT MANAGEMENT ‘06

CALIFORNIA NATIVE Lamar Diamond knew he needed a great
education to kick off his career as a sports agent. So, he set his sites
on a sport management degree – and didn’t look back until he scored an
A.A. from Northampton and a B.S. from New Jersey’s Seton Hall.
But before he finished his final semester, Lamar’s focus on sports
took an unexpected turn — ironically, on a golf course. There he met
a senior executive from B. Braun, and in between trying to sink a putt,
Lamar set his sites on landing a job.
His ambition and assertiveness eventually paid off. Several months
after his chance meeting, he was called in for an interview and quickly
offered a position in corporate training.
More recently, Lamar’s career path led to McKesson, a global
medical and pharmaceutical supply company where he serves as an
account manager. His territory is in New England and requires regular
travel. But fortunately, he still finds time to play a little golf. 
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DEB RICE ’85

fter a rewarding career as a
commercial artist, Deb Rice
‘85 is now looking at life
from a completely different angle.
Usually, it’s a right angle.
The former designer and printing company manager was working
tremendously long hours, and by the
time her daughter, Lauren, was a
toddler, she felt she couldn’t strike
the right life balance. “It was a challenge to find enough time to spend
with family,” Rice said. “I enjoyed
my job, but the hours were very
long. I seemed to always be dropping my daughter off at my mom’s or
daycare. We were eating at 7 or 8
p.m. every night. It was crazy.”
Something had to give. So,
Rice resigned and began helping
her self-employed husband with his
business. Meanwhile, she opened a
small gift shop out of her barn in the
outskirts of Allentown. When Rice
discovered that her personal service brought customers back again
and again whenever they needed
a piece framed and mounted, her
business was refocused, and renamed Friendship Framing.
“Somehow framing worked its
way in and pushed the gifts out of
the store,” Rice said with a laugh.
An arts background was a big
benefit when it came to her second
career, she said. Through her studies at Northampton and her print
shop work, she has developed a
good eye for color and design. This
goes hand-in-hand with choosing
the best frames and presentations
to go with each piece, she says.
Rice prides herself on working one-

on-one with her clients, some of
whom trust her enough to have her
complete a job, sight unseen. “They
know I won’t just pick the biggest or
most expensive frame on the wall,”
she said.
Chances are, if you live in the
area, you’ve seen her work. She has
framed numerous projects for the
Sands Casino Resort in Bethlehem
(she framed the hundreds of celeb-

An arts background
was a big benefit
when it came to her
second career.
rity photos in the Carnegie Deli, for
example), and if you’ve graduated
from Northampton in the past few
years, she just might have framed
your diploma.
Friendship Framing recently
moved to a new retail building in
Bath, down the street from her old
location. The space was just right
— she had outgrown the barn, but
didn’t want to become a cookie cutter store that couldn’t deliver personalized service.
“I’m not in a huge retail mall,
so generally when people come in,
there’s nobody waiting. I can spend
time with each person, which I really enjoy,” Rice said, adding, “I’ve
learned that life is too short —
you’ve got to love what you do.” 
by Sandy Stahl

Friendship Framing is located at 5963 Nor-Bath Blvd. in Bath.
For more information, visit www.friendshipframing.com.
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continued from page 35

bachelor’s degree from Moravian
College and is pursuing further
studies at Chestnut Hill College.

ERIC SHIRK ’06

I

n early March, Eric Shirk ‘06, like thousands of
other Pennsylvania residents, watched newly
elected Governor Tom Corbett give his longawaited budget address to the Commonwealth.
However, unlike most people, Shirk heard it
delivered directly from the House floor.
“It was awe-inspiring,” said Shirk, who at the
time was only weeks into his new job as a deputy
director of communications for Gov. Corbett. “I had
read his speech the night before, so I knew what
he was going to say — and when I read a speech, I
tend to remember a lot of it. But being there on the
House floor, in the State Capitol, and hearing it live
… I still get chills thinking about it.”
Shirk returned to his office a bit after the
speech to find the governor inside, watching the
reactions on television. “I was surprised — It was
very exciting,” Shirk said. “I’ve developed a good
relationship with the governor. I respect and admire
him and what he is trying to do.”
Shirk has known Corbett for some time. He
worked in the state attorney general’s office for
nearly three years under Corbett before he decided to
campaign for governor. The Easton native and Penn
State journalism grad took leave from his government
position to work on the campaign full-time, and after
the election, an offer to join the new governor’s communications staff soon followed.
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“I’m happy here. I learn something every day,”
Shirk said of his new job. “I enjoy and respect the
people I work with. We feel we are making a difference, and want to do what’s best for Pennsylvania.
It’s a good feeling to be working toward something
and seeing results.”
Shirk, who was homeschooled and graduated
from high school in 1999, didn’t necessarily see this
path for himself. The Easton native didn’t go to college
right away, instead co-managing a few mall-based
shoe stores. After four years, he decided he needed to
make a change, and enrolled at Northampton.
“I always had an interest in writing, but never
would have considered myself a writer,” Shirk said.
“I took a few classes from [journalism professor]
Rob Hays. He saw a few assignments early on and
encouraged me to submit for [student newspaper]
The Commuter.”
Shirk spent a semester as editor for the paper,
and took more classes in journalism and communications before transferring to Penn State. There,
he met an influential professor who set him on his
specific career path.
“It was a serendipity-type story. One of my
journalism professors at Penn State is friends with

I’ve developed a good
relationship with the governor.
I respect and admire him and
what he is trying to do.
my current boss, Kevin Harley, who is director of
communications. He ran into him at a gas station,
and Kevin mentioned he just had a position open up.
My professor told him to give me a call,” he said.
“On one hand, I was fortunate, but I also did what I
had to do at Penn State to get the recommendation
in the first place.”
Shirk says that right now, his focus is settling
in and learning as much as he can. He says no matter where his new job takes him in the future, the
experience will be both valuable and unforgettable.
“I’d like to be here, I know, for four years and
hopefully eight,” he said. “I’d like to learn as much
as I can and be a valuable asset to the administration. I know I will open up new situations if I work
hard and do the right thing.” 
by Sandy Stahl

Medical
Administrative
Assistant
2005 Lynn Anoai of Minneola,
Fla., is an actress/model, member
of the Screen Actors Guild, belly
dancer, World Xtreme Wrestling
(WXW) pro wrestling agent and
author of four books. She has been
living in Florida for more than three
years and says she loves it.

Medical Billing
Specialist
2011 Lindsay Conrad

of Kutztown recently accepted
a position at Reading Hospital
in West Reading as an intake
specialist in the radiology
department. She was previously
employed at Walt Disney World
as a cast member.

Radio/TV
2011 Conrad Burt
of Allentown is the owner of
FREQHAUS Recording Studio in
Allentown (http://www.freqhaus.
com). He reports he is the very
proud grandfather of Leon,
who was born in November in
Bamberg, Germany.

Real Estate
1992 Patricia Nemeth
of Easton has been a realtor
since 1994. She currently works
with RE/MAX real estate in
Palmer Township, serving all of
Northampton County.

Registered Nursing
1992 Kimberly Smith
of Phoenix, Ariz., is a registered
nurse at Banner Health. 
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MemORiam
Robert Franklin Ace ‘09
died on January 7 at the age of 22.
He majored in computer information
technology at Northampton.

Dr. Deborah Averill, associate
professor of English, passed away on
April 17 after a courageous battle with
cancer. Deb taught English at NCC
for more than 20 years, impressing
students with her literary insights
and encouraging those who lacked
confidence in their writing. She earned
a bachelor of arts degree from Smith
College, a master in letters from
Dublin University, and a Ph.D. from the
University of Rochester.

Rick McCandless ’78 passed
away in August. He was the owner and
operator of Blue Mountain Insurance,
Inc. Active in the community, he was a
Mason, a member of the Bath Jaycees
and the Nazareth Rotary, and a coach
with the Bath East Allen Youth Club
and the Moore Township Athletic
Association. He majored in liberal arts
at Northampton.
Weda Mosellie ’70 died on March
21. She majored in education at NCC and
taught middle school and high school
English in the Phillipsburg School District
where she also directed school plays.

Tribute Garden
John Sweeney, a member of the

Cay L. Baleshta ’74 and her
sister died a day apart in March, both of
natural causes. Cay was an outstanding
athlete who played varsity basketball at
Easton Area High School, at NCC, and
then at Penn State where she earned
a varsity letter in 1975. She majored in
liberal arts at NCC.

Kevin “Marc” Bannon passed
away on March 8. A graduate of Quakertown High School and Upper Bucks VoTech
School, Marc came to NCC to study culinary
arts. His parents have established the
Kevin Marc Bannon Scholarship Fund in his
memory at the College.

Florence A. Lehotsky ‘72,
’77, ’80 died on March 4. Florence
earned an associate degree in general
education and certificates in library
assistance and medical transcription
while working as a periodicals librarian
at NCC. She later held a similar position
at Moravian College before retiring.

NCC Athletic Hall of Fame, died on
February 21. John coached baseball
at NCC for 20 years. During his 13
years as head coach, his record was
443 wins/171 losses. His team won 17
conference championships and 3 state
championships. NCC’s current baseball
coach, Adrian Yaguez, says “Coach
Sweeney was a big part of a lot of
young men’s lives. He absolutely loved
coaching baseball here and being part of
the NCC family.” The family has asked
that gifts in his name be made to the
NCC Athletic Department.

Glenn Taggart passed away on
April 2. The founder and vice president
of Taggart Associates, Glenn was
an expert in transportation, land use
planning and project management. A
leader in the local business community,
he also enjoyed teaching. He shared
his knowledge of geography and
environmental science with students at
Northampton as an adjunct professor. 
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Many members of the NCC family choose to honor friends
and relatives and remember loved ones through gifts
that will help others: contributions to scholarship funds,
support for an academic program, or projects to beautify
the campus.
Since its creation four years ago, the Tribute Garden located
between Penn and Commonwealth halls on NCC’s Main
Campus has become the symbol of their generosity and a
sanctuary for students, faculty, staff and others seeking a
convenient place to think and reflect and to enjoy nature.
New gifts are dedicated annually at a ceremony held in
the garden on or near Earth Day. This year’s additions
include a Harry Lauder walking stick tree, given in memory
of William Samer, a medicinal herb garden planted by the
NCC Science Club, a bed of 400+ daffodils planted by dental
hygiene students in memory of classmate Jenny FloresHernandez, and pavers given in memory of Catherine and
Donald Fritchman, Marion W. Jackson, Rose Marie Reed,
Carol Siegfried, the Olga Steri family and NCC friends.
Speaking at the dedication ceremony in April, Karen Brady
’74 talked about the many forms that “giving back” takes
at NCC, from the volunteer work that students, faculty and
staff do in the community to contributions to the college
Foundation. Brady found the inspiration for her talk sitting
on a bench in the garden — a bench inscribed with a marker
paying tribute to Tom Mayock, a beloved registrar at NCC. “I
hope you will all try to experience some peace and serenity
in this garden,” said she, “while paying tribute to our friends
who will forever be remembered for the roles they filled.”

mAiLBAg

lettertoeditor@northampton.edu

A SALUTE TO
VETERANS

THE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
IS REACHING OUT
TO ALL ALUMNI
WHO’VE SERVED
OUR COUNTRY
When NCC opened in 1967,
the first students included
many veterans returning from
Vietnam. Veterans continue
to be active members of the
student body. During the
College’s 45th anniversary,
the Alumni Association will
host a special reunion for
students and alumni who
have served our country.
If you are a veteran, please
e-mail your name, dates and
branch of service to
alumni@northampton.edu or
call 610-861-5088 so we can
include you among
the honorees.
If you would like to help plan
events for veterans, let us
know that, too.
Thank you for
your service!

student to sign with a NCAA Division
I program. I assume that is scholarship? I played for NCC for part of
the ‘73 season and all of the ‘73-‘74
season after transferring from a junior
college in Texas. I then was recruited,
played and graduated from Georgetown University on a basketball
scholarship. While at Georgetown, I
played for John Thompson, Jr. on two
Division I NCAA tournament teams,
starting my junior year and playing a
considerable time my senior year.
This is not meant to diminish
the accomplishments of Joey, just to
clarify the details.
Again, I enjoy reading the magazine, and it helps me stay in touch
with the NCC community.
THE SPRING 2011 issue of the College

magazine is absolutely superior. The
contents are great, and the graphics are
excellent from arrangement to typeset
to organization. The photography is
very good and is enhanced by the
glossy paper. Putting the interface for
community education classes on the
back of the magazine in an easily readable form was sheer genius.
In short, it is just great and it does
identify that Northampton has a real
“Sense of Place.” Those who planned
and produced it can be very proud.
This issue sets a very high standard
for the future.
Very truly yours,
Robert A. Spillman, FAIA
Spillman Farmer Architects
I ENJOY READING your publication,
but I needed to call your attention to
one error that I saw in the recent issue.
On page nine in the article entitled
“Game On,” there was a reference
to Joey Bamford being the first NCC

Take care,
Bill Thomas ‘74
FROM THE EDITORS:

Thank you for writing, Bill. You are
absolutely correct. The article should
have made it clear that Joey Bamford
is the first NCC student to sign with
an NCAA Division I program since
Northampton joined the National
Junior College Athletic Association.
To have been recruited to play for
the Hoyas under John Thompson,
Jr. was no small matter! Other NCC
athletes who went on to D-I programs
include Cay Baleshta ’74 who lettered
in basketball at Penn State and Mike
Nelson who scored a single-season
record 725 points during the 1979-80
basketball season at NCC and then
helped Wagner University upset Duke
in 1982-83. ◆

Letters to the editor regarding topics in the magazine are welcome. They may
be edited for clarity and length and will be published on a space-available
basis. Please send your comments to lettertoeditor@northampton.edu.

Before We Go

reFLEctiON

IS “THE WIZARD OF OZ”

really about community
colleges? No? Consider
the fact that the original
ending in the script had
Hunk, the farmhand
played by Ray Bolger
(also the Scarecrow),
leaving the farm to attend
agricultural school.
Back in 1930’s rural
Kansas, that school would
have been Highlands
College, founded in 1858,
and now, like Northampton, a community college
with residence halls, built
amidst cornfields.
While majoring in
agriculture, Hunk could
have studied philosophy,
literature, trigonometry,
physics and anthropology — all courses that met
his requirements and made
him “think of things I never
thunk before.” Imagine him
sharing his college “crib”
with old pals Hickory (the
Tin Man), now a social
work major, and Zeke (the
Cowardly Lion), studying
criminal justice.
Dorothy would probably choose instead to live
at home and commute,
just like her counterparts
at Northampton. “I won’t
look any further than my
own back yard,” she once
said, and these days she
could take classes online
and keep close to her
family — and Toto, too.
On the road to graduation, Dorothy might be
frightened by the few
professors with that “I’ll
get you!” attitude, and
those who ask their students to prove themselves
worthy “by performing
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what if DOROTHY went
to community college?
Closing thoughts by Dr. James A. Von Schilling

a very small task,” and
then assign work that’s
as challenging as taking a
broomstick from a witch.
“Some of it wasn’t very
nice …,” Dorothy might
recall in her final semester.
“… But most of it
was beautiful,” she would
say on the day she and her
friends graduate. By virtue
of the authority vested in
their deans, they’d receive
the one thing they didn’t
have that many people
“with no more brains,” as
their white-haired commencement speaker said,
have acquired: a diploma.
Once they “step into
the light” of their careers,
Hunk could put all his
brainwork to good use.
He could “reason out the
reason” for things that
can’t be explained and
maybe help end hunger
in the world. Maybe
Zeke, armed now with
the courage and skills
to wrap “an elephant …
in cellophant,” would

showing her aunt and
uncle her “A” paper on
surviving natural disasters.
But then Dorothy’s dreams
of seeing “other lands,
big cities, big mountains”
return, carrying her from
Kansas to earn advanced
degrees. Her specialty?
Researching rainbows.
No, “The Wizard of
Oz” isn’t really about
community colleges. Yet
both the film and our
homes of higher learning do share this lesson:
when we gain knowledge,
courage and heart, the
dreams we dare to dream
really do come true. ◆
lead others in securing
the safety of human lives,
while Hickory with his
sensitized heart could bring
wisdom to his clients —
and later his students.
And what about
Dorothy? Starting college
as an “Undecided,” she
might find her calling
when she takes a course
in meteorology, proudly

About the author: Dr. James
A. Von Schilling is a professor of English and faculty
coordinator for the humanities at Northampton. He is
the author of “The Magic
Window: American Television, 1939-1953” and
researches and writes about
American popular culture.
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