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on the cover
Tammy Halpin Santiago ’92

❚ VP/Director for Lehigh
Valley Steelhawks (Indoor
Football League) ❚ NCC Early
Childhood Education
“The experience from my classes at
NCC has broadened my perception
of unique opportunities that I can
give to families at our events. You
can do whatever you want with
a two-year degree. Anything is
possible; that’s my motto!”
Tammy was the MVP for
NCC’s1992 volleyball championship
team. She was also part of state
championship volleyball, basketball
and softball teams from 1990-1992.
Arthur Washington Jr. ’12

❚ Geothermal HVAC
Supervisor at Teratherm
❚ NCC Indoor Environmental
Control; Universal
EPA Certified

“During the recession, Art was laid
off and went without work for over
a year,” says his wife, Yahaira
Aviles-Washington. “In that time,
we were introduced to Pathways
for Green Jobs. Art quickly jumped
on the opportunity for advancement
and a better life for our family. He
excelled at NCC and was at the top
of his class the entire time.”
Art enjoyed every moment
he spent at NCC, noting that his
favorite course was Principles
of HVAC with Professor
Dan Philipps.

Joel Ivory ’03

Maria Hanisak Heaton ’82

❚ Licensed Professional
Counselor, Adult Education
Director for Warren County
Technical School ❚ NCC
Secretary Science Legal; B.A.
in Elementary Education
from Centenary College; M.S.
in Counseling Psychology
from Chestnut Hill College
“I remember NCC feeling like a
family because the professors
all took us under their wings.
The skills I learned at NCC were
invaluable to me for succeeding in
the real world.”
In the summer of 2010, Maria
published a book titled “Dusting
Off the Ashes: One Man’s Personal
Journey Through Post Traumatic
Stress.” A true story about a
survivor of both the 1993 World
Trade Center bombing and the
attack on the World Trade
Center on 9/11.

❚ Owner of Ivory Images/
Independent Contractor
❚ NCC General Studies; A.A.
in Film & Editing from Full
Sail University

“NCC definitely felt like a
hometown, family atmosphere
and the all-around tight community.
I can’t imagine that Cheers-like
atmosphere being duplicated
elsewhere.”
Through Ivory Images, Joel
has worked with many local
companies, such as WFMZ,
Service Electric Cable TV, Clark
Media, and the Lehigh Valley
IronPigs. He has also been a
camera operator at a number
of Freddy Awards productions.

Gregory C. Froio ’07

❚ Supervisor/Funeral
Director at Snyder-Hinkle
& Lunsford Funeral
Home ❚ NCC Funeral
Service Education
“I lived on campus, and this
provided a well-rounded college
experience. I met a lot of people,
in and out of my major, from
everywhere. Some with whom I
still keep in contact.”
Gregory was a member of
NCC’s baseball team and returned
to coach after he graduated.
Mike Wadas ’11

“NCC DEFINITELY FELT
LIKE A HOMETOWN,
FAMILY ATMOSPHERE
AND THE ALL-AROUND
TIGHT COMMUNITY.”
Ivory ’03

❚ Owner of Mike Wadas Art
& Photography ❚ NCC Communication Design/New Media;
A.A. in Communications and
Cinema from BCCC; pursuing
B.A. in Studio Art from
Moravian College
“[Associate Professor of Art]
Bruce Wall is my fine arts guru,
and [Assistant Professor of Art]
Josh Miller is my digital arts
genius. I went to NCC expecting
a community college, but leaving
there I felt like I just graduated
with a B.F.A.”
Mike is working on becoming
the face of Pennsylvania’s
green economy. He has
a broad knowledge
of every alternative
energy technology, and
how they can benefit
society. He is currently
working independently for
companies that offer green
technologies, and wants
to make sure that the
state stays competitive
in producing an “indemand” commodity.
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“NCC was a perfect fit from the start,
and I wanted the opportunity
for one-on-one interaction
with my professors.”

Dolan ’10
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Kristine Dolan ’10

Legislative Aide & Notary Public at the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives, State Representative Mario
Scavello Resides In: Mount Pocono ❚ Pursuing B.A.
in Public Relations from East Stroudsburg University
I’m two years beyond my graduation from NCC, but I’ve already racked
up six years of professional experience. If the math confuses you, know
that I haven’t lived my academic and professional lives in the order that
most people do. I was attending Pocono Mt. East High School when
I happened into an office job with PA State Representative Mario
Scavello. At the same time, I opted into a program that allowed me to
begin courses at NCC prior to actually completing 12th grade.
I had spoken to someone who pointed out that compared to fouryear schools, community colleges really help you get into the workforce.
NCC was a perfect fit from the start, and I wanted the opportunity
for one-on-one interaction with my professors. The teachers at NCC
showed that they really cared, and little things like that made
the experience for me. Going to school there also felt like a
mini job. It felt the same as work.
Under a general studies major, I was able to spend
three years attending a wide variety of courses that
also shaped how I dealt with my professional career.
Instructors like Dr. John Leiser (associate professor of
biology) and Hope Horowitz (associate professor of
social work and sociology) provided experiences and
advice that pushed me toward being a people-person
and influenced my decision to major in public relations
upon transferring to East Stroudsburg University.
I think seeing staff members handle
themselves made me learn compassion
and definitely helped me be able
to sit there and listen, especially
when it comes to dealing with
the public. What I learned at NCC
is beneficial to the people I work
for and work with.

Joe Pokojni, Jr. ’92

Owner, Blue Chip Sound Resides In: Bethlehem
❚ Computer Data Processing degree from NCC
I was doing production work after high school and had stopped that
to go work for the family restaurant, but I was looking for something
more challenging for myself. I had always been interested in computers, so I enrolled in the computer program at NCC. It took me
several years to complete the program, as I was also working while
I was taking classes. Once I finished, I was offered a job instantly.
Three days before I was supposed to start, I started to think
about what I was really doing, and if this job was what I
wanted to do with my life. Instead of starting the job, I
went and took out a loan.
When I got the opportunity to buy the business I currently own, I was able to utilize all of the skills that I had
picked up at NCC — organizational skills, data processing skills and more. There isn’t anything that our company
doesn’t do, but most of all we pride ourselves on solving
problems or trying to figure out what problems our customers have before the problem ever actually arises.
We’re all about prevention and making sure
that everything runs smoothly. When
you’re doing a live event, you only
get one opportunity to get it right.
I remember that one of the
professors that I had at NCC
was all about the “whole” presentation, and not just parts of
it. I use that every day in my
business. I can say that when
I was here, everybody worked
well together and treated the
students well. The professors were really into what
they were doing, and most
of all wanted to make sure
the students succeeded.
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Deborah Ann Lamson ’96

❚ Christian Education
Director at Christ Hamilton
United Lutheran Church;
Owner, Author & Illustrator
at Kiss A Star Children’s
Books ❚ NCC Early
Childhood Education

Brent Costenbader ’10

❚ Paralegal for Family
Design Resources, part of the
Statewide Adoption Network
(SWAN) ❚ NCC Paralegal
While attending NCC, Brent
pursued his degree while he
worked full time. After graduation,
Brent started working for a
temporary agency and was
selected for a full-time position
at SWAN from a pool of other
applicants. Brent is responsible
for keeping Northampton County
within the mandates of the
Fostering Connections Act of 2008.

Helena Tietjen ’08

❚ NCC Education; pursuing
B.S. in Science Elementary
Education from East Stroudsburg University
“The Monroe campus is a very
special place. From the ladies in
the front office to the counselors
and the staff, everyone was so
helpful. It was with their assistance
and support that I graduated with
an Associate degree in Education.
Thanks to NCC starting me off,
I am a full-time student at ESU.
I was nominated to the Kappa
Delta Pi Honor Society for
Education majors, and
will travel to Indiana
in the fall of 2012 to
celebrate Convocation.”
While she was
raising a family, Helena
took a combination of
classes online and at
night to satisfy her NCC
degree requirements.
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Alexander Maher ’10

❚ Funeral Director at Long
Funeral Home ❚ NCC
Funeral Service Education
“Few graduates of the Funeral
Service program have inspired
me as much as Alex,” said NCC’s
Director of Funeral Service
Education, John Lunsford. “He
chose funeral services out of
a great desire to help families
in their greatest need and
has become quite successful
as a genuine caregiver. His
attentiveness to completing his
degree was exceptional.”

“At NCC, I learned and grew with
the Early Childhood Education
department, which helped me
move into a preschool director
position. Now as Christian
Education Director, I work with
children of all ages.”
Deborah graduated with a
4.0 GPA. She was hired as a
pre-school teacher while still
attending classes at NCC, and
was promoted to the director’s
position following her graduation.
She was inspired by her writing
and communications instructor to
publish two children’s books.

“AT NCC, I LEARNED AND
GREW WITH THE EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT, WHICH
HELPED ME MOVE
INTO A PRESCHOOL
DIRECTOR POSITION.”
Lamson ’96

Richard Woolf Jr. ’12

❚ Director/Editor/Co-Producer
of “The Steel” ❚ NCC Radio/
TV; currently pursuing a
B.A. in Filmmaking from
Temple University
“NCC helped me learn skills like
shooting the camera and lighting
the scenes that I use on the set
of ’The Steel.’ If it wasn’t for NCC,
the TV show wouldn’t be possible.”
“The Steel” runs on both
Service Electric TV2 and Blue
Ridge cable, or on the Internet at
thesteelshow.com.

Emanuel Zervos ’06

Associate Producer for VH1’s Music Video
Countdown ❚ A.A.S. in Radio/TV
I’m currently the Associate Producer on VH1’s Music
Video Countdown show that airs every weekend. I’m
responsible for obtaining a list of that week’s videos
from our music department, and then making sure we
meet not only our two-hour time frame, but the commercial timing, as well. I also come up with stories and
interview questions for the host of the program to use
when interviewing musical artists, and operate the
camera. In that sense, it’s a job that really encompasses everything I’ve learned about the industry.
I came to VH1 as in intern, straight from Kutztown
University. I really fought for the internship, and if it
hadn’t been for my persistence, I wouldn’t be where
I am today. I was hired right out of the internship,
several months prior to graduation, and I’ve been
beyond thrilled with my career ever since.
What I do every day is from a production standpoint,
and someone in this position has to have an eye like a hawk.
At NCC, (Communications) Professor Mario Acerra would
always teach us the small details. It may have seemed tedious at
the time, but it taught me to have a watchful eye and has paid off. I
get to travel, write and be creative. I’m incredibly grateful.
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Kathleen Duckworth ’05

❚ Patient Care Manager for
Post Anesthesia Care/Short
Stay Unit at Lehigh Valley
Health Network ❚ NCC
Registered Nursing (RN);
pursuing a B.S.N. at
St. Joseph’s College of Maine

Krisann Albanese ’88

❚ Owner of Krisann Albanese
LMT (Massage Therapist/
Nail Technician) ❚ NCC
Business Administration
“You must have that business
background and fundamentals in
order to grow your business. Find
your passion, and you’ll succeed!”
Krisann was on the women’s
basketball team in ’73 and ’74.

Gregory Panto ’00

❚ Owner of G&K (Greg &
Kim) Photography with
wife, Kim Panto ❚ NCC
Advertising Design
“NCC was the greatest decision
of my life; the skills I acquired
gave me the motivation and
determination to have my own
graphic design business and now
a successful photography studio.
These skills transferred to every
aspect of my career and showed
me the benefit of focusing
outward. These are skills
I use every day.”
Gregory served as
the treasurer of both the
art and ski clubs while
he was at NCC. He also
worked in New York
City with many highprofile businesses
while pursuing
his education.
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James (JT) Taylor ’07

❚ Owner of J Taylor Design
❚ NCC Communication Design

“Professors Mike Smull, Thomas
Shillea and Traci Anfuso-Young
were mentors to me. I learned so
much from them, which has helped
to bring me to where I am today.
Since attending NCC, I have been
successfully running my own Web
design and advertising business. I
have had the honor of participating
in the NCC student portfolio
reviews for the past few years.”
James has done a lot of nonprofit Web advertising and work
for local non-profits, including
The Dream Kids, Hearts for Haiti,
Visions of Eagles, the North Jersey
RC&D, and the Nazareth Area Blue
Eagle Education Foundation.

Marisela Horton ’09

❚ East Stroudsburg Area
School District Maintenance
Department Secretary
❚ NCC Business Management; B.A. in Business
Administration from Capella
University; pursuing M.B.A.
from Capella University
Marisela enjoyed how her business
courses gave her the opportunity
to work with her classmates, and
especially liked how the professors
divided the class into departments,
like a business. All of the students
worked hard together to make the
business succeed.

“NCC gave me the flexibility to
raise my family and was able to
facilitate a scholarship to help with
my financial needs, which opened
doors to a great future. I graduated
with a 3.89 GPA, received an
award for clinical excellence, and
was the first graduate nurse to go
through the critical care internship
at Lehigh Valley Hospital.”

“NCC GAVE ME THE
FLEXIBILITY TO RAISE
MY FAMILY AND WAS
ABLE TO FACILITATE A
SCHOLARSHIP TO HELP
WITH MY FINANCIAL
NEEDS.”
Duckworth ’05

Renee Blasko ’10

Cardiothoracic Medical Surgical (Weekend
Program) RN at St. Luke’s Hospital & Health
Network Resides In: Nazareth ❚ A.A.S. in Nursing
(RN) from NCC; B.S. in Education from Bloomsburg
University (’96)
It was 2004, and I saw the writing on the wall.
My husband was working as an electrical engineer, and every
few months, a new round of his co-workers was being laid off. As a
stay-at-home mom, I was worried that my husband would eventually lose his job, and wondered how we would survive financially. I
began revisiting my dream of becoming an RN.
I had a B.S. in Education from Bloomsburg University. I could
have inched my way back into the schools, but I had a fire inside
me — a desire to not only care for the sick, but to gain an understanding of the progression and treatment of disease. I realized my
husband’s eventual loss of employment was exactly the catalyst I
needed to go back to school … and that road began at NCC.
The wonderful faculty and my determination fueled my aspirations to learn and flourish academically. Around the same time,
I began working as a nurse’s aide at St. Luke’s. Working in the
hospital further confirmed my desire to become a nurse. But
the nursing program was highly competitive, and I was left to
wonder: would I get in? One fine day, I got my answer: I WAS
ACCEPTED INTO THE RN PROGRAM!
Thanks to NCC’s excellent reputation and great value,
I was not only able to afford nursing school, but I was
offered a full-time weekend RN position at St. Luke’s. And I
did become an RN! I consider it a privilege to be paid to do
something I love so very much. I act daily as a representative
not only of St. Luke’s, but also of NCC. I proudly tell all of my
patients that I went to Northampton (where are you going?).

Nicos C. Elias ’01

Owner, Nicos C. Elias Funeral Home Resides In:
Allentown ❚ A.A.S. in Funeral Service Education
Nominated by former co-worker and NCC alumna, Deborah Kiniuk ’02: Your
billboards featuring NCC graduates always catch my eye. The graduates look
happy, successful and pleased with their careers. They happily share this
with the public so others can follow in their footsteps.
Mr. Nicos Elias, a 2001 graduate of the funeral service education
program, is my nomination for the next billboard alum. Mr. Elias represents success in a profession that everyone will eventually need.
He is caring, professional, empathetic and compassionate, which
are the traits needed to be a successful funeral director. The little
extra things that he does differentiate him from other funeral directors, and his families and their needs are always his first priority.
After working for years for other funeral directors, Mr.
Elias’ dream was to open his own funeral home. It was not
easy, but Mr. Elias persevered in his search for the right
place. He searched in Pennsylvania and other states, and
despite many obstacles, located a building that could be
converted to a funeral home right here in Allentown, which
opened in October of 2008.
He did not purchase an existing funeral home, but instead started from scratch, which is not an easy endeavor.
In fact, it has been done by just a few funeral directors
in this area. Each detail in his funeral home was carefully
planned to soothe and comfort the grieving, from the soft lighting, to the piano and décor.
This profession is not for everyone, but it does take a very
special person, with very special talents to be an exceptional
funeral director like Mr. Elias.
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Brittany E. Galski ’10

Laura Mounts ’08

❚ Graphic Designer for
Kathy Davis Studios ❚ NCC
Communication Design;
B.F.A. in Communication
Design/Graphic Design from
Kutztown University.
“I had such a great experience
at NCC and was provided with
multiple opportunities to grow,
learn and be challenged. My
professors believed in me and
encouraged me to always do my
best and go for my dreams.”
Professor Traci Anfuso-Young
recommended Laura for an
internship at Innovative Designs
& Publishing (publisher of Lehigh
Valley Style) the summer after she
graduated from NCC. Laura was
also NCC’s 2008 recipient of the
Gregory Purdon Memorial Award
for Excellence in Art.

“I HAD SUCH A GREAT
EXPERIENCE AT NCC
AND WAS PROVIDED
WITH MULTIPLE
OPPORTUNITIES TO
GROW, LEARN AND BE
CHALLENGED.”
Mounts ’08

❚ NCC General Studies; B.S.
in Exercise Physiology from
East Stroudsburg University;
pursuing Doctorate of
Physical Therapy at
Marymount University
“As a student at NCC, I was
president of the science club,
which opened up several
leadership opportunities.”
The counselors at NCC helped
Brittany guide her interests into
a major that fit her personality,
and encouraged her to pursue her
education beyond NCC. Brittany
returned to NCC for her graduate
school prerequisites and helped
other people who, like her, were
confused when they first gave
college a try.

“AS A STUDENT AT NCC,
I WAS PRESIDENT OF
THE SCIENCE CLUB,
WHICH OPENED UP
SEVERAL LEADERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES.”
Galski ’10

David E. Wersinger ’88

❚ Project Manager, Construction, at STV, contracted by
The Boeing Company ❚ NCC
Architectural Technology; B.A.
in Business from Muhlenberg
College; pursuing M.S. in
Project Management from
Drexel University
“My husband’s degree from NCC
has been a stepping stone for
him,” says Joanna Wersinger.
“He had a successful career for 19
years when, in 2006, he had the
opportunity through his present
employer to continue his education.
It involved hard work and sacrifice
on his part, as he worked full time
while attending classes. It was a
very proud moment for myself and
our children to see David graduate
from Muhlenberg College in May of
2010. We would recommend NCC to
anyone as a stepping stone to their
education, also.”
David is involved with the
First Presbyterian Church of
Bethlehem, where he previously
led the men’s ministry and is
currently on the marriage ministry
team with his wife.

Lynne Holden ’87

❚ Owner/Founder of Lynne
Holden Interior Design ❚
NCC Interior Design; B.F.A.
from the New York School of
Interior Design (High Honors);
NCIDQ-certified, member
of the International Interior
Design Association
Lynne is the Historic District
Commissioner of Easton, a
member of the West Ward
Neighborhood Partnership (Easton),
a member of the Easton Business
Association (EBA), takes part in
the IIDA mentoring program, and
has participated in the Urban
Garden project at the Easton
Community Gardens.
Brittany Kaufman ’06
❚ Pre-K Teacher/Group
Supervisor at Olympus
America’s Hildebrandt
Learning Center ❚ NCC
Early Childhood Education;
attended East Stroudsburg
University
“I loved my time at Northampton
and recommend it to everyone I
know. I got my educational start
at NCC, and it prepared me to run
my own classroom. I feel like the
professors really cared about
my education.”
Brittany lived in the residence
halls and was voted “Resident of
the Year” by her peers.

“I GOT MY EDUCATIONAL
START AT NCC, AND IT
PREPARED ME TO RUN
MY OWN CLASSROOM.”
Kaufman ’06
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Rebecca Long ’92

❚ Sixth grade teacher
in the School District
of Philadelphia ❚ NCC
Education; B.S. in
Elementary Education/
Reading Concentration
from East Stroudsburg
University; M.Ed. in
Alternative Education from
Lockhaven University
“I credit NCC for allowing me to
mature when I just wasn’t ready to
deal with a four-year college. NCC
laid the foundation I needed to
pursue my career in education, and
I have taken the knowledge that I
gained there — and from the other
institutions I’ve attended — and
made education both important
and achievable for my students.”
Rebecca’s mother, Mary Jane
Long ’84, and sister, Gretchen
Long ’90, are also Northampton
Community College alums.
Michael Anthony
Lotito ’91

❚ Sales Manager at Nassau
Broadcasting ❚ NCC Radio/
TV; completed Dale Carnegie
leadership courses
“Mario Acerra was a great teacher.
He kept class interesting and in
return, we did the same. I remember
bringing a live cow into the TV
studio for a show on farming. Back
then, we had to bring the cow up
the utility elevator.”
Throughout his career, Michael
has worked in all areas of radio:
as a station tech, on the air, and
on-location broadcasts. Michael
enjoys being a father,
grandfather and wrestling
coach (for the
Liberty Hurricanes and
Red Hawk Wrestling in
Phillipsburg, N.J.) outside
of his professional life.
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Jason Losagio ’01

Linda Moyer ’05

❚ Founder/President of
Internet Search Engine
Advertising ❚ NCC
Education; B.A. from East
Stroudsburg University
Jason’s company is a Google
Certified Partner. His company
was recently ranked as one of
the best search engine marketing
companies by topseos. Jason
started the company on his own
after quitting his dream corporate
job. The business has prospered,
posting profits every quarter of the
past four years.
Jason credits these four factors
to his success: Determination;
running a “nontraditional”
business; corporate job experience;
and his college education that
started at NCC and ended at ESU.

“I CREDIT NCC FOR
ALLOWING ME TO
MATURE WHEN I JUST
WASN’T READY TO
DEAL WITH A FOURYEAR COLLEGE.”
Long ’92

❚ Program Director at
Fitzmaurice Community
Services, Inc. ❚ NCC
Education; MPH (Master
of Public Health) from East
Stroudsburg University
Meygan M. Young ’99/’01

❚ Director of Sales and
Marketing for Staybridge
Suites, Allentown Bethlehem
Airport ❚ NCC Culinary
Arts (’99), NCC Hotel/
Restaurant Management
(’01); B.S. in Hotel Restaurant/
Institutional Management
from University of Delaware
“The hands-on experience, both in
the culinary arts and the hospitality
programs, and professors that I
have had the privilege of meeting
at NCC have assisted greatly with
the position that I hold today. NCC
is such an important stepping
stone for the younger and older
generations who are uncertain as
to what career paths to take.”
Meygan volunteers for the
American Red Cross and MillerKeystone Blood Center assisting
with social event planning. She is
also on the board of Skål (travel
and tourism association) and acts
as director of events.

“When I walked through the door at
NCC and made my schedule up, my
life transformed into a world
of opportunities. I was a student
when I was in my 40s, and NCC is
the best college choice I had made
for myself. All of the professors
and everyone went out of their way
to help me succeed.”
Linda is active in the
community and is involved with
4-H of Monroe County, the Mental
Health Walk, the Blooming
Glen Mennonite Church and the
Mennonite Disaster Service.

“WHEN I WALKED
THROUGH THE DOOR
AT NCC AND MADE MY
SCHEDULE UP, MY
LIFE TRANSFORMED
INTO A WORLD OF
OPPORTUNITIES.”
Moyer ’05

Charlotte L. Buckenmyer ’77
Director of Patient Care Services, Emergency
Department, Lehigh Valley Hospital (Muhlenberg)
Resides In: Bethlehem ❚ A.A.S. in Registered Nursing
(RN) from NCC; B.S. in Health Administration and M.S.
in Health Administration (CEN) from the
University of St. Francis, Joliet, Ill.

Nominated by daughter, Beth Clausnitzer: My mother, Charlotte
Buckenmyer, not only graduated in the first nursing program that
NCC offered, she also graduated first in her class! I remember
watching her study at the kitchen table when I was a child. She
always set a good example that if you apply yourself and put
forth your best effort, you can achieve your goals and anything is possible.
After Charlotte graduated and earned her nursing
degree, RN, MS, CEN, she spent the next 35 years working in the Lehigh Valley Health Network. She worked her
way up the healthcare ladder to the position of Director
of Emergency Services for Lehigh Valley Health Network, most recently Director of Emergency Services at
the Muhlenburg campus.
Charlotte is a mother of two and a grandmother of
five. She is also a wife, friend, aunt, therapist, chaplain
and boss to her co-workers and those who love her. Her
career really isn’t just a job to her; she makes a difference every day and puts the well-being of her patients
ahead of her. Charlotte is an NCC success story and
shows no sign of slowing down.
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Simone Downey
Malonga ’09

Social Worker and Therapeutic Staff Supporter
at Northeastern Human Services of Mt. Pocono
Resides In: East Stroudsburg ❚ A.A. in Social Work
from NCC; pursuing a B.A. in Social Work from
East Stroudsburg University
I had a remarkable educational journey. I enrolled in the LPN program
during NCC’s fall 2006 semester. I was honored to be one of the 24
students accepted out of the 400 who had applied.
I learned so much in the first semester’s clinical rotation class at
Pocono Medical Center, but had to withdraw due to a high-risk pregnancy. My baby boy, Jordan, was born prematurely and had to remain
in the hospital for six weeks — the worst six weeks of my life. After
he came home, Jordan was diagnosed with apnea and had to be on a
monitoring machine for three months. I was so worried about Jordan’s
chances of survival that I was diagnosed with postpartum depression.
I remained home for two semesters until Jordan showed medical
improvement. I was determined to graduate from NCC, but couldn’t enroll
in the LPN program without childcare. I decided to enroll in the Social
Work program because all of my LPN prerequisites were transferable.
I enjoyed the Social Work program. The professors at
NCC were awesome. As I was completing the program,
my mother was diagnosed with a heart condition and
survived just nine months beyond heart surgery.
Her funeral took place on January 31, 2009, the
day I was supposed to participate in the first
NCC winter commencement ceremony. After
graduating in May of 2009, I was forced to
remain home with Jordan as he recovered
from two febrile seizures. On February 7,
2011, I became employed as a Therapeutic
Staff Supporter at Northeastern Human
Services. I am elated to have this position
because my dream was to work with children.
I was accepted to ESU, and I look
forward to continuing my
education and hopefully
obtaining both bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in Social Work. Despite all the
odds I encountered, I was
determined to persevere.
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Thomas Christian ’02

Owner of Now and Then Books Resides In: Easton
❚ Specialized diploma in Small Business
Management from NCC
Nominated by friend, Dennis Corcoran: When people talk about going
back to “hit the books,” Thomas Christian had no idea how literal the
cliché would be. Thomas is a native Lehigh Valley resident, growing up
for a short time near NCC. In his youth, Thom enjoyed reading and learning and had a thirst for anything to do with film, music and the entertainment industry. His first career started part time at a local hospital where
he eventually took a full-time position for the next 24 years.
Thomas used his tuition reimbursement benefit to pursue completing a special diploma in Small Business Management through
Northampton Community College. He was well on his way to completion of the program when he found himself released from his employment of 24 years. Devastated and unemployed, Thomas knew he
needed to take the reins to control his own destiny. He was also faced
with taking on the financial responsibility for his tuition. As Thomas
would, he made the right decision to forge on and complete his education. Proudly he completed the program December 2001.
Thomas’ next challenge was to find a way to generate an income.
He struggled as he could not bring himself to work for anyone else,
so the decision was made to go into business for himself. Thomas
employed the knowledge and skills he learned through his program at
NCC, exploring various opportunities from restaurants and CD
shops to cafes. Thomas found himself exploring the option of
purchasing an existing used book store. He checked the store
out, met the current owner, attained the necessary information and went to work. Using his education, Thomas then
created a business plan, shopped for finance options and
eventually closed a deal, making
him the new owner of what
has become today’s “Now
and Then Books.” He has
leveraged his education every step of the way, implementing multiple changes
to successfully grow his
business while sustaining
economic ups and downs.

Mike Psitos ’98/99, ’05

Nancy Bauder ’05

❚ Trauma Nurse at Lehigh
Valley Hospital ❚ NCC
Registered Nurse (RN);
working toward B.S.N.
Kathleen Grant ’98

❚ Director of Nursing at
Country Meadows, Owner
of Cornerstone Legal Nurse
Consulting ❚ NCC Registered
Nursing (RN); Certified Legal
Nurse Consultant
“My education at NCC was an
investment in myself that was
life-changing, not only financially,
but personally. It gave me
the confidence to say ’I can
do anything.’”

“MY EDUCATION
AT NCC WAS AN
INVESTMENT IN
MYSELF THAT WAS
LIFE-CHANGING, NOT
ONLY FINANCIALLY,
BUT PERSONALLY.”
Grant ’98

“When I came to NCC, it was a
total career change for me. I used
to work at the Bethlehem School
District as a secretary and office
manager. My husband and son
encouraged me to pursue my
lifelong dream.”
While Nancy pursued her
degree from NCC, she worked full
time and assisted her husband
as a secretary for his landscaping
business. She encourages the
whole family to pursue goals
of their own.

Sandra D. Orner ’06

❚ Leasing Consultant at The
Landings (Home Properties)
❚ NCC Liberal Arts; Disney
College Program Intern
“At NCC, I was given a strong
foundation in general education
with the skills to address and
resolve both abstract and practical
problems. Working for the Walt
Disney Company was the pinnacle
of my NCC experience. Skills such
as time management, multitasking,
and an unwavering commitment
to superior guest services are
only a few of the many talents
that I gained from the Disney
College Program.”
In the fall of ’01, Sandra held
a role in NCC’s stage production
of “Oedipus Rex”, preparing her for
future performances in the Country
Gate Players community theater
group in Belvidere, N.J.

❚ Graphic Designer/
Production Manager for
Express Sign Outlet ❚ NCC
General Studies; B.A. in
Communication Design from
Kutztown University
“NCC helped shape who I am today.
I was able to use the education
that I received there to earn my
four-year degree and become a
successful graphic designer with
a great local company. I really
enjoyed expanding my knowledge
of painting and the different
techniques in Professor Bruce
Wall’s painting class. I valued the
freedom of artistic expression we
were granted in his class.”
Mike is a true product of the
Lehigh Valley, having grown up
here, and now working here
professionally and serving clients
throughout the area.
Kevin Montilone ’09
❚ Quality Assurance and
Destructive Testing Lab Tech
at Custom Alloy ❚ NCC
General Studies
“After a 15-year career at the
Crayola Factory, Kevin left his job
and returned to NCC, determined
to get the education he’d always
wanted,” says his mother,
Barbara Montilone. “The
day he graduated with his
associate degree was one of
the proudest days of his life.”
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David Solomon Troxell ’08
Executive Sous Chef at the Historic Hotel Bethlehem
Resides In: Nazareth ❚ A.A.S. in Culinary Arts
from NCC

David Troxell is proof that if you put your mind to something
in life, you can achieve it. David had a hard past and always
worked for what he wanted. Not sure what direction he
wanted to take during and after high school, he started
as a breakfast line cook and did his fair share of shortorder cooking at fast food restaurants. David’s wife,
Elizabeth, saw him go through each course at NCC with
joy and excitement that he was bettering his career.
Katie Michael, David’s colleague at Hotel Bethlehem,
went through the Culinary Arts program with him, and
saw him emerge as the leader that he continues to be
today. She notes that it’s “not unusual to find David washing
dishes or helping on the line when the restaurant is packed,”
and that he is “devoted to his job and associates.”
David’s friend, Toni Lubrich, also saw David work hard to
“grow in the culinary field by increasing his knowledge of gourmet
cooking.” She believes that the passion and excitement that David
brings to this art has allowed him to build a reputation in the Lehigh
Valley restaurant community and advance rapidly in his career.
When David graduated from NCC with honors, his entire family
had tears in their eyes as they watched him walk across the stage to
graduate. They were so proud that he had accomplished his goal, and
could see he was proud he did this for himself, as well. Today, four years
later, David continues to advocate to young chefs what a great option
NCC can be for them.
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Stephen Berndt ’04

Fiscal Officer at the Lehigh County Department of
Human Services Resides In: Allentown ❚ A.A.S. in
Automotive Technology from NCC; A.A. in Business
Administration from LCCC; B.A. in Business
Administration from Temple University
Every time I drive by the NCC billboard, I think to myself, “My
story should be on that billboard. I started there, and look
where I am now!”
Eighty percent of my high school friends had dropped
out or received a GED. The chance I would follow in
their footsteps was high. I overcame peer pressure,
beat the odds, and graduated from college with a
degree — priceless!
My journey started at Northampton, when I
received my A.A.S. degree in Automotive Technology. However, since my opportunities were endless,
I decided to continue my journey by using the credits
I already earned at NCC and transferred them to LCCC,
where I obtained an A.A. in Business Administration.
With the culmination of credits obtained from both
community colleges, I transferred to Temple University and completed a bachelor’s program in
Business Administration.
The knowledge I’d gained since the start
of my journey earned me an internship and
employment with one of the nation’s top four
accounting firms, Deloitte, where I gained valuable career experience. After my tenure ended
there, I committed myself to a career in public
service with the government, specifically in
Lehigh County.
It is a story like mine that proves how beneficial, cost-effective and important community college programs are to everyone. I truly
believe that my success was — and is — a
journey, rather than a destination.

Unfortunately, some of
the nominees’ photos
were unavailable as of
press time for this issue.
Following are those
nominees whom it was
not possible to include
with their photographs.

Venice R. Anderson ’10

❚ Bachman Kulik &
Reinsmith Funeral Homes,
Funeral Director
Adam C. Aschoff ’04

❚ Three Way Café, Co-Owner
Joy E. Balas ’07

❚ VCA Northside Animal
Hospital, Tech Supervisor
Darin D. Barron, Jr.

❚ Haydenfilms Institute,
Producer/Choreographer
Allison C. Benner ’12

❚ Merck Sharp and Dohme,
Mobility Solutions Analyst
Kenneth J. Breiner ’93

❚ Hamilton Funeral
Home, Inc., Co-Owner,
Funeral Director

Steven C. Brewer ’07

❚ Triump Aerospace Systems,
Mechanical Engineer
Gregory F. Brile ’10

❚ Allied Barton Security
Service, Security Officer
Nicole M. Burns ’10

❚ Aqua Monkey Designs,
Co-Owner
Chelsea N. Clifford ’08

❚ Creative Arts Unlimited,
Graphic Designer
Crystal L. Cosner
Bartolacci ’85

❚ Crystal’s School of
Dance, Owner
Tim P. Cox ’00

❚ WFMZ-TV 69 News,
Photojournalist/Editor
Ryan M. Creazzo ’98

❚ Diamond Lawn and
Landscapes, Vice President
Michael T.
Cunningham ’09

❚ ArtsQuest, IT Specialist
continued on page 16
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continued from page 15
Heather M. DiGregorio
Antonelli ’02

❚ Hildebrandt Learning
Center, Assistant
Group Supervisor

Francis (Frank) Elchert ’00

❚ Ricoh Americas Corp.,
Senior Program Manager
Sarah B. Evans ’10

❚ University of
Scranton, Student
Margaret M.
Fanelli ’06, ’08

❚ Valeant Pharma, Senior
Accounts Payable Manager
Emily E. Farrell ’06

❚ BROC Kitchens & Baths,
Manager, Granite and Tile
Tricia J. Fasching ’92

❚ Sanofi Pasteur, Validation
Technology Manager and
US Manufacturing
Technology Manager
Rev. Msgr. Victor
Finelli ’83

❚ St. Francis of Assisi
Church, Pastor
Joshua S. Franco ’98

❚ Joshua S. Franco Art, Artist
Michael J. Fusciardi ’11

❚ Philadelphia University,
Student, Historic
Preservation/Architecture

Shaun M. Gallagher ’07

❚ Gorman Chiropractic Life
Center, Chiropractor
Jared G. Geinosky ’07

❚ URL Pharma, Desktop
Support Specialist
Richard J. Grady ’97

❚ Catalyst 360 - A division
of The Hartford, Frontline
Customer Service Manager
Linda A. Gruppo ’10

❚ Kid’s Express, Inc.,
Co-Owner

Zachary R. Haas ’10

❚ Chesterbrook Academy,
Childcare/Teacher Assistant
Tiffany J. Hein ’08, ’11

❚ LifePath,
Nursing Supervisor

Dale E. Hendricks Jr. ’11

❚ AfterbAng Apparel
LLC, Owner

Jaime L. Henry ’06

❚ Palmer Elementary School,
Speech and Language Support
continued on page 19

16 NCC SPECIAL ISSUE 2012

Jess McLain ’07

❚ Finance Manager/E-mail
Marketing Manager for
National High School Coaches
Association ❚ NCC Business
Management; B.S. in Business Management from East
Stroudsburg University
“Jess is an extremely hard-working
individual and has said that she
has gotten the most out of NCC,
the staff and support services
offered there,” says her mother,
Laura McLain.
Jess also serves as the
treasurer for the Easton
Business Association.
Felicia Ortiz ’03/’12

❚ Owner of Hair Designs
by Felicia; Caregiver for RX
Healthcare; Cosmetology
teacher ❚ NCC Interior
Design (’03); NCC General
Studies (’12); pursuing a
B.S. in Psychology from
Kutztown University;
BAVTS Cosmetology
“I always felt comfortable at NCC,
and am so happy to have started
my college experience there. I feel
that with the education I received,
I have a good foundation that
includes art, organization
and reliability.”
Felicia’s local charitable
endeavors include Look Good …
Feel Better, Relay for Life and
Habitat for Humanity.

Kimberly Benner ’88

Anthony Cuvo ’88

❚ Senior Project Engineer at
Victaulic ❚ NCC Engineering
(Phi Theta Kappa); B.S. in
Mechanical Engineering from
Lafayette College; M.S. in
Mechanical Engineering from
Lehigh University
“I have been a mechanical engineer
in the Lehigh Valley for 17 years,
and I attribute my success to a
high-quality education, within the
Valley and starting at NCC. The
professors fostered a healthy learning environment while also helping
me to understand the degree of
personal commitment that would
ensure my success.”
Cuvo has been an adjunct professor for NCC since 2000, and believes
it is an honor to contribute to the
success of NCC and its student body.

❚ CEO at Salisbury
Behavioral Health, and
New Story, Inc. ❚ NCC
General Studies; B.A. in
Psychology from Cedar
Crest College; M.A. in
Industrial Organizational
Psychology from Farleigh
Dickinson University; M.S. in
Counseling Psychology from
Chestnut Hill College
“What I found most beneficial about
NCC was the student diversity.
You found students at all stages
in their careers.”

“WHAT I FOUND
MOST BENEFICIAL
ABOUT NCC WAS THE
STUDENT DIVERSITY.
YOU FOUND
STUDENTS AT ALL
STAGES IN THEIR
CAREERS.” Benner ’88

Jennifer Lentz ’10

RN at ABC Pediatricians, Lehigh Valley Health
Network Resides In: Hellertown ❚ A.A.S. in
Registered Nursing (RN) from NCC; B.S. in
Counseling Psychology from DeSales University;
M.S. in Counseling from Chestnut Hill College
Nominated by mother, Jo-Anne Lentz: Jennifer Lentz, NCC 2010 RN
graduate, did not begin her career by studying at NCC; she found
her career there! After receiving her master’s degree in Psychology
with a specialization in child & adolescent therapy, she went on to
become a licensed professional counselor and a national certified
counselor. Working for Lehigh Valley Health Network and wanting
to be more knowledgeable about her patients’ medical conditions,
Jennifer took the opportunity to continue her education by enrolling
in NCC’s Nursing Program.
Within six months of obtaining a position at ABC Pediatricians,
Jennifer was nominated for The Service Star of the Month Award.
After witnessing an accident, she stopped to help a young girl whose
car had crashed into a utility pole. The car was smoking and the girl
was profusely bleeding from head injuries.
While onlookers watched, Jennifer turned off the car’s motor,
assessed the girl’s injuries, applied pressure to the girl’s wounds and
calmed her down until an ambulance arrived. Going a step further,
Jennifer contacted the girl’s father, assured him that she was going
to be OK and told him to meet the ambulance at the hospital. Jennifer’s compassion came from her heart. The knowledge and critical
thinking skills she used to attend to the girl’s injuries came from her
excellent nursing education at NCC.
NCC’s nursing education provided
Jennifer with the missing piece in her
curriculum vitae. Working in psychology and teaching it fulfilled some of
her professional goals, but she knew
she wanted more. She found that
something more at NCC.

Kevin Seaton ’07

Owner/Founder of Quality Machining and
Fabrication, Inc. Resides In: Bath ❚ Specialized
diploma in Small Business Management from NCC
Nominated by relative, Sally Jablonski: Kevin is a true success story!
He had to quit high school and subsequently got his GED with his
mother, who had to quit school when she was 17. He worked at various machine shops and managed a shop in Sciota for almost 20 years
before the owner of the company decided to close the business, leaving Kevin and his brother unemployed. Five years ago, the brothers
decided to take a chance and open their own business. Kevin took
several classes at NCC and finally decided to get his Small Business
Management degree, which he obtained with his graduation in 2007.
Kevin’s business has been very successful from its inception, and
he and his brother are gaining a very positive reputation in the area
for their quality work. Kevin has been a supporter of NCC for several
years, attending many of the college’s alumni events. Kevin is also
a partner in another venture; he helps build stainless steel pieces of
art for artists who display them all over the world. One of his pieces
is currently on display at Steelstacks in Bethlehem. Their work has
been displayed in museums in Chelsea, N.Y., in Washington, D.C.,
on the side of an office building, on the roofs of government buildings out west, and in Texas at a football stadium.
Kevin also appeared on a PBS special a few
years ago that included the artist and
showed how the piece was made.
Kevin is a great representation of
a NCC success!
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Andrea Patterson ’01
Guniz Alkan ’93

Founder and President of A La Turca Textiles
Resides in: Bethlehem ❚ Specialized diplomas in hotel
and restaurant management from NCC
Nominated by daughter, Damla Alkan: My mother, Guniz Alkan, immigrated to the United States from Turkey very shortly before enrolling
in classes at NCC. Not only did she need to deal with the regular
hardships that a college student must face, but she balanced having
children, work, and, above all, language and cultural barriers. She ran
a small catering business out of her kitchen and very skillfully baked
and decorated cakes. Through all of this, she obtained two diplomas
in hotel and restaurant management.
After graduating, my mother founded a family business supplying
towels and bathrobes online, and the business took off. During the holidays, my mother would deal with thousands of orders in a single day.
She endured days at a time without sleep in order to make her dreams
come true. Because of her determination, what started out as a small
company is now a business that supplies world-class luxury towels and
bathrobes to celebrities and thousands of people around the world.
She has sponsored children in Turkey to help them attend school
that they otherwise would not be able to. She searches for ads online
and sends Pennsylvania teachers classroom equipment that they so
desperately need but cannot afford.
My mother is the perfect example of an
accomplished Northampton Community
College alumna. Her education helped
her maintain a successful business,
and she even aided my sister Duygu
Alkan, (who also attended NCC) in
starting her own business as a
lounge owner in Bethlehem.
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International Event Planner at Shionogi Inc.
Resides In: Easton ❚ NCC General Studies; B.A.
in Journalism from Rutgers University
I believe that many feel that in order to land that “dream job,” you
need to go to a “well known” school and pay exorbitant tuition
rates. However, I am living proof that you don’t. Deciding to begin
my post-high school education at NCC was one of the best decisions
I have ever made.
Some of my fondest memories of college occurred while at NCC. It
was during my time there that I made great friendships, learned valuable life skills, and honed various abilities that aided in my transition to
Rutgers University, where I continued on to earn my B.A. in Journalism.
After graduating, I worked in the television industry, where I had
the opportunity to work closely with Diane Sawyer and other wellknown television journalists. I worked on both the east and west
coasts for ABC’s 20/20, Good Morning America, Extreme Makeover,
Who Wants to be a Millionaire and the WB’s Extra.
Shortly after returning to the east coast, I decided to transition into
the world of event planning. I have worked as an international meeting and event planner for the past six years. I have traveled all over
the world planning various meetings for the
pharmaceutical industry.
I represent all the possibilities
NCC has to offer. A small school
can give you everything you need
and more to become the person
you always dreamed to be. I truly
have an amazing career and owe
a large part of it to Northampton
Community College!

continued from page 16
Norman J. Lohman Jr. ’95

❚ Business Education
& Technology Teacher
at William Allen High
School ❚ NCC Business
Administration; B.S. and
M.B.A. in Business
Administration from DeSales
University; Professional
Certification for Business
Education & Technology K-12
and M.S. in Education from
Gwynedd-Mercy College
Norman utilized his NCC education
to support a 15-year sales and
marketing career at Victaulic. He
then built on this educational
foundation by obtaining bachelor’s
and master’s degrees — while
he mentored children and raised
two of his own. Now as a teacher,
he impresses on his students the
importance of continuous learning.
He cites his professors at NCC as
some of the best among the many
he has encountered over his 25plus years as a college student.
Julius (Jay) Wenner ’83

❚ Firefighter-EMT at Lehigh
Valley International Airport
and EMT at St. Luke’s
Hospital Ambulance ❚ NCC
Fire Technology; National
Certification in Firefighter
1, 2, Fire Officer 1, Instructor
2, Inspector 1, Aircraft
Firefighting and Rescue; Pa.
Dept. of Health Emergency
Medical Technician,
Instructor and Evaluator;
Pa. State Fire Instructor
“I started taking classes at
NCC while I was still in the
11th grade. I went to college
at night and did my regular
schooling during the day,
which wasn’t easy. I have
been all over the country
attending classes on terrorism,
fire, EMS and WMD, held by
the Department of Homeland
Security. Again, I feel the
college helped pave the way
for me to increase my training
and pass it along to the
Lehigh Valley.”
Julius helped start up the
EMT program at NCC and was
one of the original instructors
for the college in teaching the
future EMS responders in both
the medical and fire fields.

Marilyn Rohrbach ’84

Sheila Hall-Dierks ’09

❚ IT Support Center Supervisor/Jr. Systems Administrator
at Lehigh Carbon Community
College ❚ NCC Computer
Information Technology/
Security; B.S. in IT Security
(Summa Cum Laude) from
Peirce College; Microsoft
Certified Desktop Support
Technician
“Keith Hartranft and the IT faculty
prepared me for pursuing my
bachelor’s degree and for what I
would face in my IT career.”

“NCC HELPED PAVE
THE WAY FOR ME
TO INCREASE MY
TRAINING AND PASS
IT ALONG TO THE
LEHIGH VALLEY.”
Wenner ’83

❚ RN, CEN in the Emergency
Department at Lehigh Valley
Hospital Cedar Crest ❚ NCC
Registered Nursing (RN);
B.A. in Health Arts from
the College of St. Francis
“My mother always takes great
pride in saying that she is an NCC
graduate. She loved her school
and always speaks proudly about
it,” says Mollie Renee Rohrbach.
“Having been an RN for over 30
years now, she has seen it all.
Her fellow nurses look up to her,
and she helps student nurses and
is always willing to teach others
and help them gain the knowledge
to succeed. By doing this, she
is helping the future of the ER
to succeed.”
“Marilyn is proud of where she
established her education and is
personally satisfied with how her
patients are cared for and how she
has earned the respect of all who
have worked with her,” says
friend Kathi Charles.

Dana M. Hernandez
Ramos ’03, ’05

❚ St. Luke’s Hospital, RN
Labor & Delivery
Brian A. Homay ’09

❚ Barry-Wehmiller Design
Group, Project Engineer
Garrett Glenn Hoskins ’05

❚ Liquid Design,
Senior Designer

Daniel S. Hull ’11

❚ Beaufort Memorial Hospital,
CT Technologist
Michele L. Hunsicker ’09

❚ State Farm Insurance, Sales
and Marketing Assistant
Kyle O. Hursh ’10

❚ Personal Fitness Trainer,
Self-Employed
Kyeshia R. Jones ’11

❚ Paralegal/Legal Assistant
Kristen Jordan ’08

❚ Hampson Mowrer Kreitz
Insurance Agency, Insurance
& Risk Management Advisor
Michael T. Jurasits ’99

❚ Creative Director and
Sound Designer

Darlene A. Kaminsky ’04

❚ Chestnut Hill Farm
Gourmet Foods, Chef/Owner
Nichola Kayal
Schweitzer ’94

❚ Urology Specialists of
the Lehigh Valley, Chief
Radiation Therapist
Maureen E. Keenan ’89

❚ Kitchen Gallery Plus,
Interior Designer

Nicholas R. Kovacs ’12

❚ Behr Paint

Todd E. LaBar ’95

❚ Majestic Athletic,
Advertising Designer/
Photographer
Stephanie A. Labukas ’06

❚ Pre-School Teacher

Robert N. Legath ’82

❚ Hewlett-Packard, Global
Account Delivery Manager
Judith A. Leinhauser
’09, ’11

❚ Realty Executives,
Office Administrator

Michelle Madore ’95

❚ Rochester Dance
Sport Academy, Owner/
Artistic Director
continued on page 20
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Karen Rumore ’93

continued from page 19
Amanda Duncan
Shepherd ’97

Samantha A. Malone ’11

❚ Photographer

Janine Manjarres ’11

❚ Spouse, mom, homemaker
& student
Matthew J. Masonis ’07

❚ Wegmans, Chef

Brandon J. Matyas ’08

❚ Gateway Funding,
Mortgage Originator
Keith Mays ’10

❚ Northampton County
Juvenile Justice Center,
Senior Staff/Supervisor
Karissa R. Miller ’11, ’12

❚ Medical Assistant

James Dodge ’11

❚ FedEx Ground/Linehaul
Service Manager ❚ NCC
Business Management;
pursuing a B.S. in
Business Management
at DeVry University

“I will continue to push myself to be
the best that I can be at work as
well as in my studies.”
Since starting with FedEx in
October of 2011, James has been
promoted twice and has been
awarded for being the best employee at his company’s hub site.

Karen L. Morris ’85

❚ Interior Designer

Thomas Dale Norvig ’70

❚ ENI Petroleum Co., Inc.,
Drilling Rig Clerk

Felicia M. Ortiz ’03, ’12

❚ Kutztown University,
Student, Psychology

Matthew M. Palka ’08

❚ Lehigh Valley HospitalMuhlenberg, Registered Nurse
Delina M. Parkhurst ’98

❚ Staten Island University
Hospital, Resident Dentist

Richard M. Patricia ’89

❚ Warren County Technical
School, Television, Radio &
Digital Media Teacher
Maria K. Pavlo ’11

❚ Athletic Trainer

Leida Queralt ’96

❚ Author

Jenny L. Radick ’08

❚ Walmart, Account Manager
Bonnie Richardson ’10

❚ Families First, Energy
Case Manager & Family
Support Partner
Adam Rosa ’10

❚ Pocono Medical Center,
CT Technologist
Leamarie C. Roth ’07

❚ Emeritus, Life
Enrichment Director

Lindsay A. Schmall

❚ KidsPeace

continued on page 22
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“I’m a third-generation funeral
director at my family’s funeral
home, and am currently the
only female funeral director in
Phillipsburg. Being chosen by any
family as a funeral director is a
great honor. I am entrusted to help
them through one of the most
stressful times in their lives.”
Amanda thoroughly enjoyed
classes with the now retired Rich
Trexler. She says that he was a
fabulous teacher and mentor.
Rob Brotzman ’00

Katelyn A. Miller ’11

❚ Revolutionary Home
Health, RN Case Manager

❚ Funeral Director at Rupell
Funeral Home ❚ NCC
Funeral Service Education

“I WILL CONTINUE TO
PUSH MYSELF TO BE
THE BEST THAT I CAN
BE AT WORK AS WELL
AS IN MY STUDIES.”
Dodge ’11

❚ Ballpark Cam Video
Engineer for MLB Network
❚ NCC Radio/TV
“My job is to travel to all 30 MLB
ballparks and maintain and
operate our camera systems that
are installed there. The Radio/TV
degree from NCC gave me a great
foundation of skills for the work
that I do today.”

❚ Psychotherapist and
Life Coach ❚ NCC Early
Childhood Education; B.A.
in Psychology from Hofstra
University; MSW from the
University of Pennsylvania
“I’ve always quipped that I should
be NCC’s poster child, for the
life-changing opportunity that the
community college afforded me.
Understandably, no other university
would have given me a moment’s
consideration as a two-time high
school drop-out with a GED. NCC
did, and because I was able to prove
myself there with a 3.8 GPA, I was
accepted at Hofstra University. I
absolutely love what I do, and none
of this would have been remotely
possible without NCC!”
In addition to her practice,
Karen has also served as a youth
minister for seven years at St. Jane
Frances de Chantal in Easton.

“I ABSOLUTELY
LOVE WHAT I DO,
AND NONE OF THIS
WOULD HAVE BEEN
REMOTELY POSSIBLE
WITHOUT NCC!”
Rumore ’93

Rebekah E. DeFreest ’09

Owner of Revitalize with Rebekah Resides In: Easton
❚ A.A.S. in Education from NCC
I was a teen mom who overcame all obstacles. I became pregnant at 16
years old and was on my own immediately. I never wanted my daughter —
who was never cared for by anyone else — to feel the effects of being a
teenager’s child. I worked on weekends when she was with her father,
and I took online classes at NCC. I enjoyed the teachers and the students. Not one day did I wake up and not want to attend classes or
jump online to visit the Blackboard.
My daughter began first grade during my fourth year of classes.
Because I had more time to myself during the day, I decided to start
my own company. Revitalize with Rebekah is an eco-friendly home
organizing and cleaning business. I didn’t expect it to be such a
success so quickly, and had to leave NCC early to run my company. I hired two full-time staff members during the first year
of business. I haven’t done any advertising; all our clients are
through word of mouth. The company is still growing and has
great promise.
I currently am still the single mother of an amazing little
girl. I am very active in my community and church. I
volunteer at Riverside Food bank at Cornerstone
Evangelical Church in downtown Easton. I
also volunteer in the PTA, chair the fundraising and environmental committees at my
daughter’s school, and am an adult mentor for my church’s youth group and
young adults group.
I am a young woman of great
ambition. How I have gotten
here is only by hard work
and the grace of God.
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Gretchen Ott ’08
❚ CUTCO Sales Professional for
Vector Marketing Corporation
❚ NCC Communication Studies

continued from page 20
Suzanne M. Schmidt ’01

❚ Rockport School District,
Reading Specialist
Beth A. Schrack ’05

❚ Nova Southeastern
University, Health
Care Education

Carl F. Schumacher
Jr. ’06

❚ Morello Funeral Home,
Funeral Director
Casey W. Schwoyer ’09

❚ Automotive Dealership
Mechanic
Eric T. Shirk ’06

❚ Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, Deputy
Director Communications,
Governor’s Office
Michele Simkulak ’11

❚ Garden State Tile,
Design Consultant

Karen A. Sims ’08

❚ Lehigh University, Director,
Information Processing,
Advancement Services
Tamara L. Smith
Bartelet ’92

❚ Lehigh University,
Education Dept. Director,
Marketing and Communication
Theodore M. Snow ’07

❚ WarriorFit Performance,
Co-Owner
Chris C. Stocker ’96

❚ Atlantic Ridge Landscape
Design-Build, Owner
Gregory S. Stocker ’04

❚ CBS Radio, Producer,
Michael Smerconish Show
Claire Thackeray ’05

❚ Walt Disney World,
Executive Secretary

Andrew C. Thom ’86

❚ Supervising Director,
Curious Pictures

Bradley C. Timofeev ’06

❚ Clark Media, Audio Engineer
Toiya J. Tiscio ’10

❚ Lehigh Valley Health Network,
Licensed Practical Nurse
Peter F. Toma III ’87

❚ Producer, Pittsburgh
Pirates Baseball
Israel L. Torres ’03

❚ ArcelorMittal USA,
National Sourcing Manager
continued on page 27
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Jennifer Zingales ’92

❚ Colonial IU20 Early
Intervention Program
Specialist ❚ NCC Early
Childhood Education;
B.S. in Elementary
Education and M.eD. in
Special Education from East
Stroudsburg University;
Supervisory Certification
for Special Education

“I know how NCC prepares their
students because I, too, started at
NCC and finished at ESU. We are
proud to be co-joined as NCC and
ESU graduates,” says Jennifer’s
mother, Donna Duckworth.
From the beginning of
her education until her M.eD.
graduation, Jennifer took classes
while still finding time to be a
devoted wife, mother, Cub Scout
leader and church leader.

“I really value the education I
received at NCC, and being able
to study locally as I worked to
build my business was essential
to my current status and success
with my company. Professor Len
Roberts was an inspiration
without even knowing it. Professor
Doug Heath is a treasure. He
takes science and geography, and
connects them to the modern
world in a way that helps students
understand the world we live in.”
Gretchen is captain of a
women’s soccer team, and her
community involvement includes
mentoring for a Venture Crew
(scouting youth group) and
supporting Camelot for Children
as a 5K participant.

“BEING ABLE TO
STUDY LOCALLY AS
I WORKED TO BUILD
MY BUSINESS WAS
ESSENTIAL TO MY
CURRENT STATUS
AND SUCCESS.”
Ott ’08

Samantha Schuetz ’08

❚ Cook at the Carnegie Deli
at the Sands Casino ❚ NCC
Culinary Arts
“Chef Duncan, Chef Sue, Chef Scott,
Chef Diane and Chef Cindy are all
amazing people that made my time
at NCC so enjoyable. I take great
comfort in the fact that if I ever
needed advice, they would still do
all they could to help me.”
Samantha has been employed
by The Sands since its opening and
has risen through the ranks. Her
goal is to become a sous chef.
Patricia K. Davis ’76

❚ Director of Media Services
at Moravian Academy Upper
School ❚ NCC Liberal Arts;
B.S. in Education and M.L.S.
from Kutztown University
“While at NCC, I took classes in
the morning and worked in the
afternoons. I was able to join the
cheerleading squad for two years
and enjoyed the times I spent
supporting the schools’ teams.”
Patricia has been at Moravian
Academy for more than 30 years.

Alan Bogusky ’93
Gary Collina Jr. ’04, ’06

Assistant Store Manager at AT&T Mobility Resides
In: Catasauqua ❚ A.A.S. in Business Management
from NCC; A.A.S. in Radio/TV from NCC
“Gary Collina Jr. is a lifelong learner who embodies the spirit of NCC,”
says his wife, Kellen Collina. “My husband worked full time, rising up
the ladder at his workplace while finishing his Radio/TV degree, and
graduated in 2004. When he wanted to go back to school, there was
no other option in his mind. He always said he wanted to show our
kids that if you work hard for something, you can achieve it.”
Gary and his wife actually met at NCC, and he has kept strong ties
here in the six years since his graduation, particularly with Assistant
Director of Career Services, Jennifer Napierkowski. She has provided
him with a chance to interact with and speak to students in the Career
Center about his own personal success since his graduation.
Gary’s former and current colleagues endorse his leadership qualities, pointing out that he worked his way through NCC while first
performing tasks as a customer service representative, then moved
on to retaining customers, got into sales, and eventually managed his
own store. Today, he is an assistant store
manager, expanding his knowledge and
career while helping make others better
at what they do. He worked his way up
through drive and determination, sacrificing his own personal life, to achieve
his professional goals.
“I’m in a very technological field,
and I’m continually amazed with the
way NCC innovates and creates the
atmosphere that they do,” says Gary
Collina Jr. “My daughter is 8,
and my son is 6, and I hope
that one day they make
NCC a choice. I’ve never
second-guessed my
own decision.”

Owner of La Dolce Photography Resides In:
Philadelphia ❚ A.A. in Business Administration
from NCC; B.S. in Business (Marketing) from
West Chester University
I attended Northampton from January 1991 to May of 1993 after I
graduated from Musician’s Institute in Hollywood, Calif. (with honors). I then went on to graduate with a bachelor’s in business marketing from West Chester University. I am currently pursuing my second
bachelor’s degree in finance at WCU. I love to learn.
Along with my career as a touring musician and a studio music
producer, the creative arts have been my history and my passion. In
music, I’ve toured the country as a performer with independent and
major-label bands. My most recent project included a song co-written
by Sir Paul McCartney that I produced with a young talent from London. Ironically, that venture led me to build a 2,500-sq.-ft. photography studio that recently opened to phenomenal success. I imported a
unique European studio concept to the city of Philadelphia, and after
a wave of advertising, we sold 975 photography sessions during our
first week in business!
I will never forget the day that Dr. Art Scott approached me in the
hallway next to the cafeteria at Northampton. He didn’t ask me — he
charged me out of the clear blue — with the task
of gathering students to embark on a twoweek exchange program with students
from France. I still maintain contact with
those same students today. Moreover,
I was instilled with a fondness of Dr.
Scott’s leadership style that has translated into my management of other
professionals that work for, and with,
me in my businesses.
I absolutely love running creative
businesses. It all started at
Northampton with learning,
and a genuine challenge to
expand my personal and
professional horizons.
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Elaine Tulba Hlavaty ’81

Dino Cantelmi ’90

Corina Sterner
Guidon ’94

❚ Registered Nurse (RN)/
Clinical Supervisor at Diakon
Lutheran Social Ministries
❚ NCC Registered Nursing
(RN); B.S.N. in Nursing from
Temple University; Licensed
Nursing Home Administrator
“The experience of the program was
one of the most challenging and
rewarding experiences of my life.
After receiving my BSN through
Temple University, I took advantage
of the adult educational offerings
at NCC to pursue licensure as a
Nursing Home Administrator.
Once again, NCC was able to
provide me with an exciting and
challenging experience.”
At Diakon, Corina oversees
the Allentown Hospice and Home
Health office.

“THE EXPERIENCE
OF THE PROGRAM
WAS ONE OF THE
MOST CHALLENGING
AND REWARDING
EXPERIENCES OF
MY LIFE.”
Sterner Guidon ’94

24 NCC SPECIAL ISSUE 2012

❚ Owner/Operator and
Funeral Director at Cantelmi
Funeral Home, PC ❚ NCC
Funeral Service Education
In 1991, he completed his
internship at Connell Funeral
Home in Bethlehem. Today, he
continues the tradition of Cantelmi
Funeral Home in his father’s
footsteps. Dino is heavily involved
with the community and is the
Vice Chairman of the Bethlehem
Parking Authority, a member of the
Bethlehem chapter of Unico,
a member of the Knights of
Columbus, and coaches for North
Central Little League Baseball
and the St. Anne Bethlehem CYO
basketball teams.

❚ Registered Nurse at Sacred
Heart Hospital ❚ NCC
Registered Nursing (RN)
“When I went back to school, I
was an LPN. NCC gave me the
confidence that I could do this. My
classmates and I used to study
as a group. It was a great support
system. They were there for you,
and you were there for them.”
Elaine pursued her dream at
NCC despite the fact that she
was a single mother, worked a
full-time job and had doubts
about whether she would make
it through the program.

“WHEN I WENT BACK
TO SCHOOL, I WAS
AN LPN. NCC GAVE
ME THE CONFIDENCE
THAT I COULD
DO THIS.”
Hlavaty ’81

Anne M Garbush ’04

❚ Owner of Anne’s Out-NAbout Mobile Grooming
❚ NCC Veterinary Technician;
B.S. in Psychology, M.A.
in Counseling Psychology
and Certification in
Elementary Guidance from
Kutztown University
“Always very passionate about dogs
and after many years of travel with
my own two dogs, I set my goals of
building a pet resort and enrolled
at NCC. I believe that caring for
pets is far more than putting a roof
over their heads. Vet tech training
was the most challenging thing I’ve
ever done, but so rewarding.”
Anne graduated from NCC as
a member of Phi Theta Kappa, the
student honor society.

Renan Bertolazzi ’08

Senior Quality Analyst at Telefonica Resides In: Sao
Paulo, Brazil ❚ A.S. in Engineering from NCC; B.S. in
Telecommunications Engineering from Drexel University
Nominated by friend, Jennifer Lomerson: Renan Bertolazzi is a Fulbright
Scholar from the unique CCID program that NCC offers for international
students. He brought a dynamic view of the world to our local students,
which enhanced their global knowledge.
Renan came from the south of Brazil as a business major, yet he knew
he wanted to be an electrical engineer. Because of NCC, he was able to
finally study engineering and improve his English at the same time; he is now
completely fluent. NCC’s influence on Renan, however, did not stop there.
Because of the college’s great ability to transfer credits, Renan was able to
attend Drexel University and earn a bachelor’s degree in telecommunications engineering from one of the top engineering schools in the country.
Renan graduated at the top of his class and currently works for Telefonica,
the top provider of mobile and land communications of voice and data in all
of South America. His main job is analyzing the quality of ADSL Internet connection to improve service for over 3 million people, which is not an easy task.
Renan has to determine which projects are the most important to present to
the directors of his company.
The closeness with his peers and professors at NCC is also something
which Renan learned and brought to his team at work. He hopes to one day be
an engineering director for a top local telecommunications company. Renan
will continue to grow and develop as a working professional, and it all started
from his excellent education at Northampton Community College.
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Gary Werner Jr. ’04, ’09

LPN (Neurology) at Lehigh Valley Health Network
Resides In: Nazareth ❚ A.A.S. in Communication Design from
NCC (’04); Certificate in Practical Nursing from NCC (’09)

The first time that I passed through the halls of NCC, it was to pursue a
degree in graphic design. I had always been good at graphic arts and
was told that I would be throwing my life away if I did anything else. However, I’d always wanted to be a nurse and wanted my job to mean something to me at the end of the day. I completed my prerequisite courses
and officially entered the LPN program in 2008. The program surprised
me with the amount of knowledge that we learned and were meant to
retain. NCC showed me that it goes above and beyond, and the most
important thing I learned is that a nurse is a patient advocate first.
One of my professors, Kathy Dolan, gave us confidence; I hope to be as
knowledgeable as she is at some point in my career. Someday I’d really like
to obtain my RN. I’ve found that life sometimes takes us all on a different
route than the one we first set out on, and I think I’ve found my niche in neurology. It’s very rewarding for me that a patient can find comfort in the fact
that I can do my job well.
I still keep in touch with several of my professors, and have recommended to many people that if they’re serious about
pursuing a nursing program, then they should
absolutely get their start at Northampton Community College.
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Ted Smith ’98/’06

Ralph Gardner ’11

Ahmed Awadallah ’10

❚ International Student and
current Political Science
major at Kutztown University
❚ NCC Electromechanical
Technology
“When I left my family in Egypt, I
found another one here. I think I
changed a lot for the positive when
I was here. I realized I needed to
do something more. Everyone is
responsible for their community.
If we all take part, we’ll have a
better world.”
At the Awards Convocation in
April 2010, Ahmed was recognized
with the Hites Family Foundation
Higher Education Endowment
Scholarship, the Klein Tolls Award,
and as a member of the NCC AllPennsylvania Academic Team.

“WHEN I LEFT MY
FAMILY IN EGYPT, I
FOUND ANOTHER ONE
HERE AT NCC.”
Awadallah ’10

❚ Chef/Manager with Sodexo
at Stone Ridge Retirement
Community in Myerstown
❚ NCC Culinary Arts;
Pursuing Certified Culinarian
and Certified Pastry Culinarian
at the American Culinary
Federation; A.S. in Machine
Tool Technology from Reading
Area Community College;
A.S. from Lehigh Carbon
Community College; B.S. in
Criminal Justice Administration from Shippensburg
University; served in the
U.S. Marine Corps.
At the time that Ralph applied
to the culinary program, he was
placed 151st on the waiting list for
a program that would accept just
30 students. Undaunted, he asked
an admissions representative the
best way to move up on the list.
After a month of daily phone calls,
he was told he’d be accepted into
the class. Clearly, Ralph hadn’t lost
interest in the program.

“NCC GAVE TED THE
CONFIDENCE TO
THINK OUTSIDE THE
BOX AND PURSUE A
SECOND CAREER.”
Quote, Michelena Smith
Smith ’98/’06

continued from page 22

❚ Registered Nurse (RN)
at Lehigh Valley Hospital
(Muhlenberg) ❚ NCC
Registered Nursing (RN) (’06);
NCC Metals Joining/Materials
Technology (’98)

Baron L. Vanderburg ’11

After a 25-year career at the
Bethlehem Steel plant and four
years of working during the
weekdays at a plant in Baltimore,
Ted Smith left his career behind
in 2003 and came to NCC to be a
nurse. “I wanted to do something
with the rest of my life. I wanted
a career that was recession-proof,”
says Smith. “I felt like a fish out of
water at first, but I don’t do a halfhearted job at anything.”
“Ted had to re-invent himself,
keeping in mind an occupation
with more security,” says his wife,
Michelena. “NCC gave him the
confidence to think outside the
box and pursue a second career.”

Angelo M. Villani ’95

❚ East Stroudsburg University,
Student, Political Science
Armando Villafane Jr. ’05

❚ Merck & Co., Biological
Research Scientist

❚ Bianca’s Italian Restaurant,
Operator/Manager
Mary Ann J. Villanti ’77

❚ Home Instead Senior Care,
Director of Marketing
Christopher J. Vogel ’07

❚ Sacred Heart Hospital,
Senior Accountant

Florentina Vongkingkeo ’11

❚ Temple University, Student;
Community Volunteer

Brian Anthony Walker ’05

❚ Entrepreneur; Author;
Radio Personality; Journalist
Teresa M. Warrick ’71

❚ Dental Hygienist
LeVaughn Nesbitt ’10
❚ Accounting student at
Lehigh University ❚ NCC
Business Administration
“LeVaughn Nesbitt is the epitome
of the ’Northampton Way’ and has
shown tremendous resiliency in the
pursuit of his education,” says his
friend, Tyrone Russell. “His hard
work literally earned him a ticket
to Lehigh University, where he tells
everyone how great NCC is and
how without it, he would not be
where he is.”
At Lehigh, LeVaughn founded
the National Association for Black
Accountants. He also finished his
first semester on the dean’s list and
serves as an RA.

Jesse Whitmer Keiper ’07

❚ Law Office of Michael D.
Collins, Legal Administrative
Assistant
Carolyn Wilson ’06

❚ Arthousedesigns,
Interior Designer

Diamond E. Yamrus
Zuchlinski ’06

❚ National Cancer Institute,
Research Nurse Specialist
Dr. Paulette M.
Yaswinski ’77

❚ Dentist

Thomas J. Yenca Jr. ’10

Victaulic

Pejman Zamani ’09

❚ The Dental Group,
Financial Manager

Kim A. Zsitek-Brannan
’78, ’80

❚ Allentown School District,
School Nurse
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Gail Snyder ’08

❚ CT Technologist at
Warren Hospital ❚ NCC
Radiography

Matthew Matejcek ’00

❚ Assistant General
Manager of Dining Services
for Sodexo Senior Services
at Moravian Hall Square
❚ NCC Hotel/Restaurant
Management (Specialized
Diploma, Dietary
Management); B.S., Hotel/
Restaurant Management
and M.S., Management and
Leadership Hotel/Restaurant
Management from East
Stroudsburg University.
“I enjoyed learning the basic
cooking skills with Chef Cindy
Groman. With her encouragement
and positive feedback, she gave
me the assurance that I would do
well in my field, and I established
relationships with lifelong friends.”
George Apostol ’97

❚ Grade-Level Principal
at Easton Area High School
❚ NCC Education; B.S. in
Elementary Education
and Special Education,
and M.Ed. from East
Stroudsburg University
“NCC met my needs and
opened my eyes to
possibilities. Without the
NCC experience, I might
not have become who I
am today.”
George struggled
trying to find his niche
and moved back to
the Bethlehem area to
assist his father, who
was ill. Because of
the move, he decided
to go back to school and
found that NCC was both
convenient and flexible.
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“After raising my two boys, I
decided that it was time for me.
When I went back to school, I
wasn’t sure at first which career
to go into, but I knew it would be
in healthcare. I ended up being
so glad that I decided to pursue
radiology. I love my job and
feel blessed to be working with
healthcare professionals who
genuinely care about people.”
Gail took the state boards
in 2008 to become a registered
radiologic technologist, and
took the boards in 2010
to become a stateregistered CT Technician.

“NCC MET MY NEEDS
AND OPENED MY EYES
TO POSSIBILITIES.”
Apostol ’97

Amy Gonzalez Thomas ’06

❚ 9th Grade Learning
Support Teacher at Pocono
Mountain West Junior High
School ❚ NCC Education;
B.S. in Special Education/
Elementary Education from
East Stroudsburg University;
M.S. in Classroom Technology
from Wilkes University
“I really enjoyed volunteering at
the Tannersville Campus Student
Services Center with Rosalee
Boyer, and assisting in all of the
activities for the students.”
Amy was a Presidential
Ambassador, a member of the
Monroe chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa Honor Society (PTK), was
one of four students photographed
on the land purchased by the
college for the new Monroe
campus, and graduated with a
3.82 GPA.

Evelio Garriga ’83

❚ Executive Services Agent
at PP&L. ❚ NCC General
Studies; Military Veteran
(Pennsylvania Army
National Guard)
“As part of my work/study program,
I was a tutor helping other students
during lab time. I really enjoyed
helping others learn something
new and meeting new people in
the process.”
Evelio was one of the first to
go through the word processing
program, marking the first time
students could take advantage of
technology that allowed them to
type into a machine and edit their
work before printing.

Tyler Foreman ’11

Project Manager at Owens Monumental Company
Resides In: Bangor ❚ A.A. in Business Management
from NCC
Nominated by girlfriend, Taylor Guth: Tyler Foreman had never really
thought about going to college. His parents and I encouraged him to
go, and he decided to take our advice. Tyler started at NCC in the fall
of 2008 and graduated in the spring of 2011. He spent his first year
studying electrical technology. While Tyler enjoyed the subject matter, he also questioned if it was really what he wanted to do. As he
approached his second year at NCC, he decided that he would rather
study business management.
Tyler knew that with a business management degree, he could
continue to work at his family’s Bangor-based business, Owens Monumental Company. Tyler had worked there throughout his high school
years and truly enjoyed the physical aspect of the job, and being
around his family. Tyler’s father, uncle, grandmother and grandfather
all currently work for or have worked at the business.
Tyler is one of the hardest workers I have ever
met, and his parents most definitely agree.
He is constantly setting high goals for
himself, and achieving them. Tyler
is very ambitious and knows what
he wants out of his life. His degree
has helped him to do a better job
and understand the aspects of the
business. Having Tyler graduate was
one of the proudest moments of my
life, and I know that his parents are so
proud of him, too. I know that the
information that he learned
through his classes at
NCC have truly helped
him achieve what he
wants in life.

Hollie M. Cummings ’05

Director of Residential Services at The Arc of
Hunterdon County Resides In: Phillipsburg ❚ A.A.S.
in Individualized Transfer Studies from NCC; B.A.
in English from Cedar Crest College; M.A. in Liberal
Studies from Thomas Edison State College
Nominated by husband, Barry Fehr: Every time my wife, Hollie, and I
drive past an NCC billboard, she says, “I’m going to be on one of those
one day.”
Hollie studied at NCC for one year before she transferred to Cedar Crest College for a bachelor’s in English. She then went on for
her M.A. in Liberal Studies at Thomas Edison State College. With
her extensive education, Hollie quickly rose to be the youngest director ever (at 26 years of age) at her social services agency in Hunterdon County, N.J. Hollie is highly respected in her important role. In
addition, she’s been the board president of the tenant’s organization
where we reside in Phillipsburg, N.J.
Because Hollie never stops achieving, she is also very involved
in the city of Easton. She is a freelance writer
for The Express-Times and The Easton
Irregular. She also has photography at
Easton galleries and participates in the
Easton Farmer’s Market and Artists in
the Alley every Saturday morning. Hollie
was even recently invited to sell her
artwork in the Sigal Museum. Her
accomplishments are many, and
Hollie is a great person to highlight
the opportunities a foundation at
NCC can offer.
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Dr. Kenneth Chiusano ’03

Practicing dentist at
Chestnuthill Dental Group
❚ D.M.D. from Temple
University Kornberg School
of Dentistry

“I always had my specific goal in
mind of becoming a dentist from
the beginning of my education at
NCC, and Northampton gave me
an incredible start to what would
be a long, challenging road.”
Dr. Chiusano has been invited
back to NCC several times by
Associate Professor of Biology Dr.
Sharon Lee-Bond to speak to her
students about the dental field.

“NORTHAMPTON
GAVE ME AN
INCREDIBLE START
TO WHAT WOULD
BE A LONG,
CHALLENGING ROAD.”
Chiusano ’03

Abigail Venezia ’09

Courtney Masiado ’10

Radiologic Technologist at
St. Luke’s Hospital ❚ NCC
Radiology; pursuing
MRI certification
“The small class size allowed for
a close personalized teacher/
student relationship. The
courses, along with my internship,
prepared me for a knowledgeable,
competent entrance into the
medical work force.”
Courtney has a family history
with NCC; her mother, Beth, is
a ’79 graduate of the Medical
Secretary Program. In her personal
time, Courtney is a coach of the
QuickSet traveling volleyball team.

❚ NCC Paralegal; B.S. (with
honors) in Paralegal Studies
from Peirce College

“When Abigail decided that she
wanted to go into a paralegal
program, we looked at different
schools but were surprised to
find one of the very best in our
own backyard: Northampton
Community College,” says
Abigail’s mother, Diane Venezia.
“The challenging classes and
stellar professors challenged
her in ways that shaped her
into a strong student and
competent women.”
Abigail was a member of the
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society
(PTK) and also interned at a
Philadelphia law office.

Daniel Boyko ’11

Head Chef at Lee Gribbons
on Main, Emmaus ❚ NCC
Culinary Arts
“It was really great being at NCC.
Chef Duncan was a close family
friend for a long time and actually
graduated high school with my
mom, so learning from him was
phenomenal.”
When Daniel thinks of NCC,
the word “work” comes to mind;
he points out that “you have to put
in the effort to get to where you
want to go in life.”

“WHEN I THINK OF NCC,
THE WORD ‘WORK’
COMES TO MIND; YOU
HAVE TO PUT IN THE
EFFORT TO GET TO
WHERE YOU WANT TO
GO IN LIFE.” Boyko ’11
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“I loved my time at
NCC and refer everyone
I know to attend school
there. I think it’s just a
great place that offers a
great education.”
Lisy Figueroa-Lopez ’03

❚ AR/Medical Billing at VSAS Orthopaedics
❚ NCC Business Administration
Aside from her full-time job at VSAS, Lisy has
also done some modeling for local magazines.
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Miriam Smith ’92

Owner of Youngsters, Inc. Childcare Center
Resides In: Bethlehem ❚ A.A.S. in Early
Childhood Education from NCC
I graduated in 1992 with an associate degree in Early Childhood Education. Following graduation, I opened up a childcare center called Youngsters, Inc. I’ve been running the
center for 13 years now, and I’d like to use Youngsters,
Inc. to show the younger generation of mothers that
getting an education at Northampton is as easy and
fulfilling as anything that they can reach.
Many young parents drop out of high school or
don’t finish their education due to their personal
circumstances. I would like to encourage all young
parents that it can be done. When I was attending
Northampton Community College, I gave birth to my
son, Willie Smith III. I made sacrifices for two years
so that I could give him a better future. Willie is
now a technical school graduate with a degree
in computers. I have proven to myself and to my
son that nothing is impossible with hard work and
determination.
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Tina (Concetta)
Brown ’78, ’86
Lindsay A. Klinger ’05

CAD Design for Clear Channel Airports
Resides In: Allentown ❚ A.A.S. in Architecture from
NCC; B.A. in Architecture from Drexel University
Nominated by mother, Carol Klinger: In 2003, the most common question asked of Lindsay Klinger was, “Where are you going?” She proudly responded, “Northampton Community College.” Lindsay Klinger, a
2005 graduate of NCC, is truly an inspiration to all who know her because of her academic accomplishments, despite the many obstacles
she had to conquer to achieve them.
Lindsay always expressed an interest in becoming an architect. For
many children, that is an attainable goal. For Lindsay — a child with
minor learning disabilities — this goal was a challenge.
Prior to her entrance into NCC’s program, Lindsay spoke with an
advisor in the architecture department at Drexel University. Lindsay
realized that if she maintained a high GPA, she would be guaranteed
admittance into their accredited B.A. program following her graduation from NCC.
In December of 2008, after five grueling years that included two
full-time internships, a part-time job and health issues, Lindsay graduated with a B.A. in architecture from Drexel University. After seven
years of college, Lindsay achieved her career goal and eventually
secured a full-time job as a CAD Engineer.
Lindsay’s dream became a possibility because of Northampton
Community College. NCC offered Lindsay — and continues to offer
our community — a quality education.
NCC is an asset to the educational
community of the Lehigh Valley
and gave my daughter her “impossible dream,” but surely has
and will continue to give hope
to others.

Resides In: Bangor ❚ ’86 A.A.S. in Dental Hygiene
from NCC; ’78 A.A.S. in Dental Assisting from
NCC; B.S. in Allied Health Education from East
Stroudsburg University (’04); pursuing M.S. in
Physician Assistant Studies from DeSales
University (’13)
Nominated by spouse, John Brown: I believe with great certainty that
my wife, Tina (Concetta) Brown — the first lady of Bangor — represents one of the most colorful success stories to arise from the ranks
of NCC alumni. Tina’s career has transitioned continuously, through
professional development, continuing education and direct patient
care. As demonstrated throughout her 35-year career, Tina has a lifelong passion for healthcare and has pursued her education and career
with dedication, great enthusiasm and passion.
Having graduated from NCC in ’78 with an A.A.S. in Dental
Assisting, Tina returned to her alma mater eight years later and graduated in ’86 with an A.A.S. in Dental Hygiene. Recognizing the need to
complete her education as a means to advance professionally, Tina
enrolled at East Stroudsburg University and graduated in ’04 with a
B.S. in Allied Health Education. She graduated summa cum laude.
With her B.S. in hand and having a strong desire to teach, she
returned to NCC in 2005 as a Clinical Hygiene Instructor. For five years,
she managed, directed and supervised students, their respective
clients and their individual treatment plans.
Then, Tina began the quest to broaden her
role in healthcare and set her sights on
becoming a Physician Assistant.
Tina fulfilled the entrance requirements and was accepted into
DeSales University Physician Assistant Program on her first attempt.
She matriculated this past August
and is on track to graduate with
her Master of Science in Physician
Assistant Studies in August 2013.
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“I sit on the fundraising committee
for the Monroe Campus so that
I can help give back to the great
educational foundation I received.”
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Alexander ’83

Luz M. Brandon ’09

Radiology Technologist at St. Luke’s Hospital & Health
Network, Allentown Campus Resides In: Bethlehem
❚ A.A.S. in Radiography from NCC

Lisa Gerenser Alexander
’83, LEED AP, BD&C
CEO/Founder of Live Better Live Green; MSNBC
correspondent; Consultant Resides In: Paupack
❚ A.A. in General Studies from NCC; B.A. from
New Jersey City University

I’m a graduate of NCC who went on to have a wonderful career in
New York City and around the world as a model and commercial actress. I was in my early 30s and hosting a show for a large cable
network when suddenly my father passed away. I left the show to
move back to Pennsylvania and became my mother’s caretaker; she,
too, has since passed.
I re-educated and reinvented myself as a green building and green
living expert, becoming a LEED AP & Certified Eco-Broker. As an LEED
AP and director of CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) programs at
Integrated Green, I was exposed to international and domestic LEED
projects. My role of CSR specialist led to my becoming the founder of
Green Life, Inc., a green consulting firm committed to educating the
public and corporations on how to build sustainably.
I consult, speak and lecture on all things green. This credibility
brought me back to TV as an MSNBC contributor, which includes
an appearance on the network’s annual “Green is Universal”
week covering the U.S. Green Building Council’s Greenbuild
Expo and Conference. I am also a licensed realtor and
became the first Certified EcoBroker in the Northeast in
2005. In 2008, I was appointed to the Presidential Advisory Board on Climate Change and the Green Biz
International Panel.
While at NCC as a student years ago, I was
student senate president, student delegate to the
board of trustees and sat on many other committees. Today as an adult and community leader, I
sit on the fundraising committee for the Monroe
Campus so that I can help give back to the great
educational foundation I received.

It doesn’t take a genius to realize that a large amount of adults are
returning to school. Due to both economic challenges and personal
endeavors, it’s not easy to convince yourself at halfway through your
life that you may have to start all over to make it right again. My classmate, Tracey, and I represent the ever-increasing non-traditional demographic at NCC. Through perseverance, dedication and passion, we
have proven to our family and peers that a little shift halfway through
your life means opportunity, not misfortune.
There is no question in our minds that without the faculty and staff
at NCC, we would not be who we are now — the best of friends with
a common goal to achieve personal success. To our pleasant surprise,
we did not realize how much of an impression we made on our faculty
and peers until after we graduated from the program in 2009. We
came to embrace the fact that we were and still are bona fide role
models for the Radiography program.
Even with both of us working in our profession at separate facilities, we take the time to mentor the incoming students. It’s funny to
learn that the new students already know of us through our instructors. When they finally meet us during their clinical studies, we reiterate the importance and value of our profession and their education. Most importantly, due to the inevitable stress and challenges in
the health field, we promote a little reminder to take time for lighthearted fun. Not a day goes by without us stressing the importance of loving what you do and
understanding the unforeseen challenges
that make you a better person. The bottom line is that without NCC, there
would have never been an amazing
opportunity for us to pursue life’s
special accomplishments. There
would also never have been an
amazing friendship accented by
an enduring passion to show
others it can be done.
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Amy DeNunzio ’08

❚ Interior Designer at Ethan
Allen ❚ NCC Interior Design

Gena Moyer Fortner ’89

❚ Clinical Nurse Manager
in Wound Healing and
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
at Easton Hospital ❚ NCC
Registered Nursing (RN); B.S.N.
from Kutztown University;
MHA from Walden University
(June 2012)
“Gena found her ’true love’ in
nursing and is truly what
NCC’s nursing program is all
about!,” says her, friend, Kim
Colyer Williams ’87. “Gena is an
extremely dedicated employee
who truly cares about her patients
and staff. She has climbed the
ladder at Easton Hospital for more
than 13 years.”
Gena and Kim were roommates
at NCC during the first year that the
campus offered apartment-style
housing to students.
Jeffrey Sutton ’06

❚ Behavior Specialist
Consultant at Elwyn (ARCH
of Lehigh Valley) ❚ NCC
Liberal Arts; B.S. in
Applied and Organizational
Psychology from Albright
College; M.C.J. from
DeSales University
“My favorite moment at NCC was
being able to share my graduation
with my son and my family. My
son still talks about attending
graduation to this day. I hope his
fond memories will guide him on his
path to higher education.”
Jeffrey took advantage of NCC’s
online learning and night classes to
attend school while raising his son
from infancy as a single parent. He
was inducted into the Adult Honor
Society and Psychology Honor
Society (Phi Chi) at Albright
College, and graduated with
honors from DeSales University.
He completed all while coaching
football, serving as a Cub Scout
leader, and working full time.
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“While raising a family, I decided to
return to school so that my career
would help send our children to
college in the future. Five years
after I started, I achieved my goal
of graduating with high honors,
holding a 3.86 GPA. I can honestly
say thank you to the staff at NCC for
giving me a solid foundation for the
design field.”
Amy is a designer for the spring
2012 SOTA House and has the
ability to see the full potential in
any room.

“I CAN HONESTLY SAY
THANK YOU TO THE
STAFF AT NCC FOR
GIVING ME A SOLID
FOUNDATION FOR THE
DESIGN FIELD.”
DeNunzio ’08

Sherry T. Casey ’90/’95

❚ Clinical Nursing Instructor
at Cedar Crest College and
Gwynedd-Mercy College
❚ NCC Registered Nursing;
B.S.N. from Gwynedd-Mercy
College; M.S.N. from Cedar
Crest College
“I know in my heart that if I had not
attended NCC, I would not have
achieved my academic or career
goals. My next goal is to become a
clinical educator at NCC.”
Sherry was the only female
athlete who participated in three
state championship titles (19871988) in volleyball, basketball
and softball. In 2008, Sherry was
inducted to NCC’s Athletic Hall
of Fame.

“I KNOW IN MY
HEART THAT IF I
HAD NOT ATTENDED
NCC, I WOULD NOT
HAVE ACHIEVED MY
ACADEMIC OR CAREER
GOALS.”
Casey ’90/’95

Russel P. Pacala, AIA,
LEED © AP ’77

Principal at Spillman Farmer Architects
Resides In: Bethlehem ❚ A.A.S. in Architectural
Technology from NCC; B.A. in Architecture from
Kansas State University
I attended drafting (mechanical, structural and architectural) classes in high school and enjoyed the architectural
drafting the most. After high school graduation, I worked at
Bethlehem Fabricators in the print room, and I wasn’t sure
that steel fabrication drafting was what I wanted to do. My
mother suggested that I enroll at Northampton, as we were
familiar with the architectural program through literature
from high school. Once Professor John Michael introduced
me to architectural design, there was no turning back. He
was a major influence in my career!
I began my architectural career in 1981, gaining significant
practical experience in design and construction administration
through successive positions of leadership, including 10 years
as partner with Dresden Architects. I joined Spillman Farmer
Architects in 1999, where I was called on to manage large new
construction projects as well as complex phased renovations for
institutional and commercial clients. My local projects included an
addition to Easton Area Middle School, additions to Abington Friends
School, and renovations to Montgomery County Community College.
You have to have a passion for architecture and the profession. It is a
difficult profession but it is very rewarding. Every day is a new adventure;
as architects, we are challenged to think artistically and technically, and
the building or space has to be aesthetically pleasing but constructible
and functional. When a project is completed and you are standing in the space or building — where the simple lines that
you put on a sheet of paper (or on a computer) is now
this living, breathing thing that you and your team
put a lot of hours into — it is very fulfilling and
rewarding. Seeing people occupy and
enjoy the spaces and buildings that
I design is a great feeling. There
are not many custom things
produced in this world,
but buildings are
one of them.
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Kathy Lentz ’80

Owner of Kindred Sol Resides In: Bethlehem ❚ A.A.S. in Education from NCC

The Who’s Next?
Billboard Contest
provided us with
countless stories to
share. Throughout
2012, future issues of
Northampton magazine
will continue to highlight
alumni nominated
for this contest. The
following faces you will
read about include:

Steven E. Albrich ’06
Margaret L. Almon ’87
Teresa L. Brady Hind ’00
Arlene M. Brockel ’99
Joel C. Cabassa ’96
Kathleen E. Casagrande ’93
Nora Cote ’08
Karla L. Erdman ’05
Nickoletta Falcone ’96
Dr. Renee A. Foose ’90
Lindsey A. Habrial ’03
Stephen M. Habrial Jr. ’03
Kathleen Handwerk Ruzicka ’09
Joseph S. Hathaway ’07
Megan E. Hathaway ’05, ’06, ’10
Earl Jack Ihrie Jr. ’69
Katherine M. Ihrie ’03
Jessica Jennings ’08
Kim Handwerk Keller ’01
William (Billy) P. Kounoupis ’85
Jane Lie Buscemi ’92
Mary E. Lillman ’08
Michele A. Nelson McEllroy ’84,
’98, ’04, ’08
Geoffrey R. Nesmith ’10
Kristine A. Ordinsky-Parks ’92
Susan M. Paraschos ’91
Kim E. Parker ’02
John C. Posh ’88
Justin J. Seipel ’96
Michael D. Smull ’91
Wayne E. Stratz ’84
Nichole M. Wagner ’06
Dr. Scott R. Wescott ’92
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Nominated by husband, William Lentz Jr.: Kathy K. Lentz is the epitome of NCC graduates. The
curriculum at NCC laid the foundation for Kathy’s successful career in the development office at St.
Luke’s Hospital and Health Network. At a point of transition in her life, Kathy’s background, education
and experience led to her being sought out to take a position as manager of volunteers of the VNA of
St. Luke’s, which she held for seven years.
After a 24-year career at St. Luke’s Hospital and Health Network, Kathy felt the call to be a small
business owner. Her courage and vision led to the founding of Kindred Sol, an events planning and
management business.
Kathy is the type of woman whose work ethic is unmatched. She has the ability to make connections with people in business, clinical and personal settings, and is always giving of herself in ways
that make people feel special. While a student at NCC, Kathy worked for a specialty grocery store in
Bethlehem. She learned a great deal from the owner of that business, Art Schrantz, and it stands as
a testament to Kathy that she valued that relationship up to the day Art passed away.
Kathy has maintained a relationship with NCC through continuing education opportunities. She’s
worked with John Lunsford, Director of Funeral Service Education, to gain insight that helped develop
her new business, which has an “end of life” component that is cutting-edge in the funeral industry.
She is currently taking event management certification courses with our daughter, Sherri, to enhance
her new business. Kathy is proof that people can build on years of work and life experience, and
capitalize on that in ways that open new windows in life.

“I always tell people that
it was at NCC where I
began developing my
confidence and ambition.”
John E. Murray ’10

❚ Moravian College
Accounting Student (May
2012); will assume position
as a Financial Analyst at
Credit Suisse, NYC ❚ NCC
Business Administration
student; through Moravian
College, has studied abroad
at the University of Oxford
“It was NCC that initially sparked
my drive to always challenge
myself. Specifically, it was
Assistant Accounting Professor
Jeanine Metzler who convinced
me to continue my education. I
always tell people that it was at
NCC where I began developing
my confidence and ambition.”
John’s charitable endeavors
have included volunteering at
local soup kitchens and canning
to help the less fortunate.
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Joshua Kaminski ’08

❚ Biomedical Science
graduate student,
Commonwealth Medical
College ❚ NCC Biological
Science; B.S. in Biology
(Cum Laude) from
Moravian College

Jordan White ’05

❚ Musician for Jordan
White Music ❚ NCC Liberal
Arts; B.A. in Psychology
from East Stroudsburg
University; pursuing M.S.
in Psychology from
Shippensburg University
“The late English Professor Len
Roberts was very influential and
supportive of my early attempts
at song writing, which happened
a few years before I began to
perform professionally. I credit
him and Psychology Professor
Tom Frangicetto with encouraging
me to continue my education. I
miss Professor Roberts and was
saddened to learn of his passing
in 2007. I would like to show that
education can be mixed with art,
and I draw my craft from my soul
and talent, but also through the
inspiration of knowledge that I
picked up at NCC.”
Jordan has been nominated
for several music awards and
has given back to our region
locally by performing for
numerous charity events.
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“While at NCC, I took part in the
Student Leadership Seminar. I also
helped organize a fundraiser in the
Science Club to support the Fox
Chase Cancer Research Center. I
am also very grateful for the caring
and concerned professors, like
Dr. Sharon Lee-Bond, who is a
wonderful mentor.”
Joshua has done some
modeling and acting, has been
featured on an episode of
“Forensic Files,” and starred in a
PenTeleData commercial. He
also enjoys photography and
playing the bagpipe.

“I AM VERY GRATEFUL
FOR THE CARING
AND CONCERNED
PROFESSORS.”
Kaminski ’08

Laurie Laird ’11

❚ Associate Teacher in
Special Education at
Colonial Intermediate Unit
20 ❚ NCC Special Education/
Paraeducator Training
“I’m a mother of three children,
one of whom is autistic. My son
was my inspiration to enter into
this field and kick it up a notch by
getting a great education at NCC.
I worked on my associate degree
for seven years, and along the way
learned many useful strategies in
working with children who have
special needs.”
Laurie volunteered for Phi
Theta Kappa’s Adopt-A-Pet Day
in May 2009, and her family
ended up adopting one of the
dogs at the event.

Keri Ann Dreisbach ’08/’11
❚ Retail Manager at ArtsQuest
❚ NCC Business Management
(2011); NCC Medical Administrative Assistant (2008)

“By working for a non-profit
organization, I get to be involved
with the community at all of our
events, and get the chance to work
hand-in-hand with both community
service workers and volunteers.”

Rocky (George) Urich ’03

Owner, Rocky Urich Productions Resides In: Emmaus
❚ A.A.S. in Radio/TV from NCC; Specialized Diploma
in Multimedia from NCC; B.A. in TV/Film from
DeSales University
Nominated by wife, Julia Urich: In his years since graduating from
NCC, Rocky Urich has earned his B.A. in TV/Film (DeSales), has
an Emmy Award nomination, won multiple Telly Awards, edited
award-winning educational programs for PBS-39, and launched
his own local full-service video production company. He has
always praised NCC for giving him the foundation to be successful
and accomplish so much.
I personally did not attend NCC, but I feel like I know the faculty of the Radio/TV department as if I had studied right alongside
of him — that’s how much Rocky still talks about them almost
10 years later! When high school students or individuals looking
to return to school for video production seek his advice, Rocky
always encourages them to check out NCC first.
More important than Rocky’s plaques, certificates, statuettes
and Spartan pride, however, are the work ethic and humility that
have helped him achieve so much. He believes in reaching out a
hand to help others to the top, generously gives his time and talent to
organizations he believes in, and he is never, ever complacent. Rocky
always wants to improve and is always hungry to learn the next thing
he can about video production — and his reasons for doing so are not
selfish. He sincerely cares about bringing the best quality video to
the Lehigh Valley for the betterment of Lehigh Valley businesses
and the local economy. He loves the Valley deeply and truly
cares about its growth and success.
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BILLBOARD
WINNERS

Beth Arcury ’75

Tavershima Asom ’03

Matthew Benko ’05

Janine Reppert ’94

Danielle M. Cassidy ’08

Dr. Sarah Cloutier-Lada ’02

Nathanael Horvath ’05

Andrea Imperato ’04

Krista Ortwein ’00

Ysais Martinez ’05

Francisco (Frank) Pacheco ’99

Eugene White ’85

