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Would it be for a sprawling country estate? A chic loft in Easton? A Georgian gem in historic Bethlehem? A split level in a sub-division teeming with playmates for the kids? A
maintenance-free condo? Or perhaps a vacation getaway?
Indulge your fantasies and see how others have indulged theirs in this issue of Northampton Community College Magazine as you peek into a few of the more unusual places that
alumni, faculty and friends of the College call home.
If you feel the tug of the earth as spring approaches, you may be tempted to reach for the
seed catalog when you see the preview of what some faculty and alumni gardens will look
like as the weather gets warmer. And wait until you learn what’s taking root on the “East 40”
here on campus. You read it here first!
When it comes to beautifying our homes and offices, most of us are enthusiastic amateurs. As our newest writer, Shannon Sigafoos points out in the article on page 33, you can
pick up useful tips in some of the inexpensive non-credit classes offered through NCC’s
community education program.
If you want the help of a professional, you don’t have to look far. Many of the architects
and interior designers who are making the Lehigh Valley and the Poconos a more beautiful
place to live got the foundation of their education at NCC. You’ll find the blueprint for what
makes those programs so successful on pages 30 and 32.
The final word in this issue comes from Mark Harris, a transplant to Pennsylvania with
thoughts on what makes a place a home.
For those of us who work on the magazine, as well as for many of you, Northampton
feels like home. The welcome mat is out. The door is open. No need to ring the bell.◆
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CORRECTIONS
The following photos were transposed in the last issue of the magazine. Our apologies to both Chad and Elias.
For additional corrections, see page 52.

chad brensinger ‘01, P.E.
I work for Charles E. Shoemaker,
Inc. The company is comprised
of engineers and surveyors, and
we provide engineering design
and survey for residential, institutional, industrial and commercial land development projects
in Montgomery and Bucks counties. My position includes all aspects of site civil engineering design including layout, grading, storm sewer,
erosion control and sanitary sewer design. However,
I personally specialize in storm water management
and erosion control design. The things that I like best
about this career are the problem solving needed to design and construct a project, and best of all, walking
through the end product, while thinking to myself, “I
designed this.”

elias boulos ‘02
I work for Lutron Electronics
Co., Inc., one
of the world’s
leading lighting
control
companies in both
the residential
and commercial markets. The company’s
headquarters is in Coopersburg, not far
from NCC. The founder and owner of the
company, Joel Spira, was the inventor of
the world’s first solid state dimmer. Lutron
is a great place to work. There is lots of
opportunity to excel. I work in engineering
in new product development/testing, and I
love my job!
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PuLSe
Campus NEWS and Scuttlebutt
Students Come First/Monroe

aCCeSS

green light for

GREEN
CAMPUS

The delays were discouraging, but the construction of a much-needed new campus
in Monroe County is back on track.
IN THE BEGINNING,
plans to create a fullservice community college
at the geographic center
of Monroe County were
greeted with jubilation.
Because of its importance to job creation and
growth, elected officials
rated it the #1 economic
development priority for
the county.
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36,000+ county residents could attest to the
value of the courses they’d
taken at NCC.
2,300+ current students
could testify to how seriously overcrowded the existing campus had become.
At a community celebration in May of 2008,
State Representative Mario Scavello described the

commissioners’ support
for a new community college campus as “a defining
moment” in the history
of the county. “All of us
are on the same page,” he
said, “regardless of party.”
When the state Department of Community and
Economic Development
praised the initiative but
failed to make a long-term

funding commitment, college and county officials
regrouped to find a way to
move the project forward.
The Pennsylvania
Department of Education
had already promised $36
million to get the campus
built, but the local community had to match it.
The College felt confident
that $5 million could be

raised from businesses and
individual donors. The rest
of the local share could be
covered through a bond
issue that would cost taxpayers an average of $30
per year.
Then the Great Recession hit. Voter turnout
and morale was low in
November of 2009 when
the bond was on the ballot. Only 12 percent of
registered voters showed
up at the polls. More voted
against the referendum
than for it. The consensus
seemed to be: “We know
we need a larger community college, but too many
people are out of work.
We can’t afford it.”
The project seemed
doomed. But the county
got lucky. When the state
legislature passed a bill
legalizing table games, it
specified that for the next
20 years, $2.4 million a
year in gaming revenue
set aside for economic development be used to help
finance the new campus.
Even with that income
to rely on, a few county
officials were still nervous

of Trustees took action,
voting to guarantee the
bond rather than waiting
for the county.
Board Chairman Karl
Stackhouse says the trustees are confident that the
financial risk to the College is small. Even in the
sluggish economy, monies
for economic development
generated at Mount Airy
Casino have exceeded $6
million a year. An amount
equivalent to one year’s
bond payment has already
been set aside as a reserve
fund in the unlikely event
of a shortfall at some point
in the future.
“Ultimately, we had
to think about the students,” says Stackhouse.
“New campuses don’t get
built overnight. We don’t
want to be in the position of having to say to
students, ‘Sorry, there’s no
room for you here.’”
When the new
campus opens, that will
not be a problem. The
classrooms, science and
computer labs, meeting
rooms, library, child care
center, food court and

2,300+ current students could
testify to how seriously
overcrowded the existing
campus had become.
about having the county
back the bond. What if the
casino closed? Or revenues
fell short of projections?
While the “what ifs”
were being debated, the
current campus was becoming more crowded. In
November, NCC’s Board

athletic fields will be able
to accommodate twice as
many students as are currently shoehorned into the
renovated blouse factory
on Old Mill Road.
And if the population
of the county continues to
grow, the 72-acre tract of

land will allow plenty of
room for expansion.
The campus is expected to be a mecca not
only for recent high school
graduates and adults
continuing their education, but also for children
enrolled in “Horizons for
Youth” programs and for
community residents of
all ages who enjoy theatre

campus on Old Mill Road
will be devoted to corporate
training and continuing
education classes.
In the meantime, there
are permits to secure,
drawings to be finalized,
contracts to be awarded,
site preparation to be
done, and buildings to
erect to environmentally
stringent LEED-silver

“We don’t want to be in the
position of having to say to
students, ‘Sorry, there’s no
room for you here.’”
-Karl Stackhouse, Chairman, NCC Board of Trustees

productions, art exhibits
and other cultural events.
The benefits of having
a full-service community
college in Monroe County
will appeal to businesses
as well. Because they are
able to provide job-specific
training, community colleges have proven to be a
valuable resource for new
and existing businesses and
a lure for businesses looking to relocate. The College
already works closely with
Sanofi Pasteur and Tobyhanna Army Depot and
looks forward to serving
other area businesses as
well. When the new campus
is complete, the existing

certification. The College
hopes to break ground
next fall and to welcome
students and the community to classes and activities in the fall of 2013 or
the spring of 2014.
The impact on the
local economy will be felt
almost immediately with
an increase in construction jobs and a surge in
demand for materials,
supplies and services, but
the ultimate payoff will
be larger, long-lasting and
well worth the wait. 
by Heidi Bright Butler

For progress reports on construction and
plans for the new campus, go to
www.facebook.com/nccbuildingforthefuture
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Never Say Never

an urban field
OF DREAMS

Fowler Family Southside Center five years later.
THE DECISION TO BUILD
an entire new campus
in Monroe County isn’t
the first Big Hairy Audacious Goal (BHAG) NCC
has tackled.
There were plenty of
skeptics and a few heartstopping setbacks in 2003
when the College announced its intention to open
an educational center on the
Southside of Bethlehem.
With the demise of “the
Steel” and the small businesses that once catered to
its needs and employees,
the Southside had fallen on
hard times.
Jobs were scarce. More
than 30% of Southside
residents lived below the
poverty line. One in four
did not have access to a
car. Even fewer, especially
those under the age of 25,
had a college degree. In
fact, only 35% had finished
high school.
They would have little
chance of qualifying for
the new kinds of jobs that
were expected to open
up at BethWorks — the
entertainment, retail and

residential area envisioned
for the old Bethlehem Steel
site. Where would the labor
force come from?
“We see the creation
of a southside center as the
best way to link the potential that exists in revitalization with the potential that
exists within the people
who already live and work
here,” NCC’s Paul Pierpoint said at a news conference held in May of 2003.
It proved easier said
than done.
Although there was no
shortage of vacant buildings on the Southside at that
time, none were in “movein” condition. The College
looked at many properties
— and even put in an offer
on one — before purchasing the former Bethlehem
Steel plant offices at 511
East Third Street for $2
million in March of 2005.
Although part of the
building had been occupied
for a short while by the Da
Vinci Discovery Center of
Science and Technology,
the rest had sat empty since
1996, months after the blast

furnaces were shut down.
“The building needed a lot
of work,” recalls NCC’s
director of plant services,
Mark Culp.
The building was also
huge. Six-stories high with
185,803 square feet of
space, it immediately increased the square footage
in campus-owned buildings
by 22 percent.
“We tackled the
renovation in stages, as
funding and manpower
became available,” Culp
explains. Four months after
the agreement of sale was
signed, the College moved
adult literacy classes from
the north side of town to
the Southside. Classes had
to be taught on the lower
floors while the roof was
replaced, stairwells were
improved, and a sprinkler
system was installed.
Once the whole building was brought up to code,
the College began converting office space to educational space, one floor at a
time. The process continues
to this day, but NCC’s
Fowler Family Southside

FUNDING PARTNERS: The creation of the Fowler Family Southside Center would not have been possible without grants from the U.S. Department of Commerce, the Pennsylvania Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program,
Northampton County, the Wachovia Foundation, the Verizon Foundation, and private donors including Linny and Beall
Fowler, Frank Banko, Joanne and Hank Barnette, Inez and Ed Donley, Marcia and Hap Wagner and many others.
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Hello, Neighbors
This fall, NCC welcomed Valley
Youth House as a new tenant. The
human service agency’s administrative offices are located on the
ground floor. They will soon be
joined by St. Luke’s. The hospital
plans to open community health
clinics in the building later this
year, enhancing access to health
care for residents of the Southside
and creating opportunities for allied health students from NCC to
provide community service and to
gain clinical experience.

Center has already become
a hub for the revitalization
that is occurring on the
Southside.
More than 17,000
people have passed through
its doors in the past six
years. And those doors
are no longer revolving!
Refurbishing of the lobby
this winter included installation of electric doors that
open automatically for all
who seek access to the degree programs, workforce
training, cultural programs,
children’s activities and
meetings held within.
“We had a dream, and
the dream was fulfilled,”
says NCC’s president, Dr.
Arthur Scott. “That doesn’t
always happen, but in this
case, results exceeded
expectations.”
BHAG accomplished! 
by Heidi Bright Butler

Southside snapshots: (clockwise from top left):
demo kitchen, Fab Lab, dance studio, Coating and
Ink Research Institute, mock casino.

In addition to classrooms, computer labs and offices,
the Fowler Family Southside Center is home to:
■ A workforce development & conference center
■ Training facilities for the hospitality industry,
including a simulated hotel room
■ A demo kitchen, popular for cooking classes
■ A Fab Lab where entrepreneurs can develop new products
■ The only Apple Authorized Training Center within 35 miles
■ A nationally recognized Coating and Ink Research Institute
■ A mock casino floor for dealer training
■ The Cops ‘n’ Kids Reading Room, providing
free books and programming for children
■ Art and dance studios
■ The Lehigh Valley Animal Food Bank

PHOTOS BY DOUGLAS BENEDICT

TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
610-861-5580

STOP BY
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A Day to Remember

enGaGEment

a visit from a former

PRESIDENT
HOW OFTEN DO YOU GET TO

meet a former president of
the United States? Students
at Northampton Community
College seized that opportunity this past semester when
Bill Clinton came to Bethlehem to stump for Democratic
candidates prior to the
November election.
“Today marks the
first time in the history of
Northampton that a United
States President has visited
our campus,” said Brian
Hartigan, president of NCC’s
political science club, when
he welcomed a crowd of
nearly 3,000 guests to the
Spartan Center.
Club members routinely
invite candidates with different points of view to speak
on campus, but Hartigan
described the chance to host
a former president as “tremendous.”
Many faculty members
used the event as a teaching
moment — fodder for discussion in classes ranging from
history to political science
to hospitality to oratory and
business.
Speaking without notes,
Clinton covered a multitude
of topics in 30 minutes,
with particular emphasis on
education, the economy and
health care.

PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Guests who stood in line
for up to four hours to hear
him speak were thrilled when
he took time to reach out
into the audience to shake as
many hands as possible before heading to his next stop.
A musician since his
own school days, Clinton
gave a special thumbs up to
“The Imposters,” a pick-up
band of NCC faculty, staff
and students who energized
the audience before he arrived with covers that included “Secret Service Man” and
Clinton’s signature campaign
song, “Don’t Stop Thinking
about Tomorrow.”
Although he had several
more campaign stops to make
that day, one got the feeling
that if he’d had a vote, William Jefferson Clinton would
have chosen to stay and jam
with the boys in the band. 

Caught on camera (clockwise
from upper left): Students cheer
the former president’s arrival,
The Imposters perform for the
crowd, Brian Hartigan, the president of NCC’s political science
club, looks presidential as he
introduces the former president,
guests, press forward to shake
Clintons hand.

caption type here
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Foundation Dinner

pay it
FORWARD
Donors Make a Difference

Scholarship recipient LaToya Brown speaks to the largest crowd
ever to attend a donor recognition dinner at NCC, delivering a message
that few will forget.

IN 2008, LATOYA BROWN

received a scholarship that
enabled her to pursue “a
dream deferred” — the
dream of becoming a
nurse. It was a dream that
died when her high school
guidance counselor told
her she didn’t have the
grades to study science in
college. She chose another
path — partied and had
a child. When that child
became very ill, the dream
got resurrected.
Despite her spotty
high school record, NCC
took a chance on the
young mother, providing
the financial support she
needed to enroll. LaToya
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took it from there, earning
a perfect 4.0 in courses
required for admission to
NCC’s highly competitive
nursing program.
Now LaToya has added another goal to her list:
I want to be able to “pay it
forward,” she told guests
at the NCC Foundation’s
recognition dinner last
semester, “helping others
to actualize their potential
the way Northampton has
helped me.”
LaToya’s story resonated with the donors who
enjoyed a special dinner
in the College Center . Attendance was at an all-time
high. This is a “feel-good

night,” Bruce Palmer ’77
told the crowd — “an
evening for the Foundation
Board and the college community to thank supporters
for making Northampton
Community College a
special place.”
During a brief business meeting, Palmer was
reelected to a second term
as chair of the Foundation
Board, and Diane Martin
was reelected vice chair.
Also elected to the executive committee were Tom
Doluisio, John Eureyecko,
Chuck Hannig, Silvia
Hoffman, Steve Hovey,
Dave Kennedy, Mike
Molewski and Bob Rupel.

Frank Boyer, Susan
Drabic, Keith Lombardi
and Denise McCall were
reelected to the Board, and
Tonya Hummers, Yasin
Khan, Steve Sheptak and
Mark Van De Voorde were
voted in as new members.
Palmer thanked retiring board members John
Blair, Michael Perrucci,
and Frank Russo, and
presented the Chairman’s
Award, given to a member
of the College staff outside
of the Advancement Office
who has been a consistent
supporter of the College, to
Mario Acerra, professor of
communication/theatre.

The highlight of the evening was the induction
of the following new members into NCC’s
giving societies:
■ Cornerstone

Society: Gerri Lee Cole Lytel, Daniell Hoffman, Sharon
Khoury, Walter C. Paul, George W. Whitehouse
■ Laureate Society: Nancy B. Foltz, Southern Wine & Spirits Charitable
Foundation, The Air Products Foundation
■ 1967 Society: Hank and Joanne Barnette, Dr. Ruth and Roger Dunning,
FLSmidth Inc., Dr. Kenneth C. and Sharon C. Kochey ‘68
■ Founders Society: Louise Moore Pine, Employees of Northampton
Community College
You can see a video that NCC radio/TV students created for the occasion at http://bit.ly/h7n5AC and view more pictures on page 36.

PHOTO BY ADAM ATKINSON

ExCEllenCe

Update on Athletics

game
ON

Playing on a National Stage

IT HAS BEEN THREE YEARS
since NCC joined the National Junior College Athletic Association.
With 530 members, the NJCAA is
one of the largest athletic associations in the country – second only
to the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA).
The NJCAA’s academic requirements are tough, according
to Troy Tucker, director of athletics at NCC. “Our student-athletes
need to complete 12 credits each
semester with a minimum grade
point average of 2.00. A student
could have As in three courses but
fail a fourth, and be rendered ineligible,” Tucker says.
To ensure that NCC athletes
meet those standards – and, more
importantly, to ensure that they
achieve their long-term educational and career goals – Tucker and
his staff have implemented an academic monitoring system to make
sure that athletes are keeping up
with their studies.
It seems to be working. By
last spring, the overall GPAs of
student-athletes had risen by more
than 10%, and 35% of student-athletes earned a GPA of 3.0 or higher.
Although the academic requirements can sideline some
athletes – and although championships may be harder to come by
than they were when NCC played
in the smaller Eastern Pennsylvania Collegiate Conference – the

PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

rewards of being part of a larger
organization are significant.
“The level of play in the EPCC
was uneven,” Tucker says. “There
were some very good teams, and
some very weak teams. In the
NJCAA, we play in one of the top
regions in the country. There was
some concern about whether we
could be competitive in a larger
arena, but in the last three years,
five out of six of our teams have
qualified for post-season play,
and two have earned national
rankings. Nineteen of our students
have been named to all-region
teams, and one was selected as an
All-American.”
The national exposure that
comes with playing in the NJCAA
can enable students not only to
continue their athletic pursuits, but
also to continue their education.
This fall, Joey Bamford became
the first NCC student to sign with
a NCAA Division I program. The
secondary education major who
recorded a .500 batting average as
a center fielder at NCC received a
scholarship to play at Monmouth
University, four-time winners of the
NCAA Northeast Conference Championship. “For us to send a studentathlete to a solid NCAA Division I
baseball program like Monmouth
shows the direction our program is
going,” says NCC’s head baseball
coach Adrian Yaguez. 

▲ Joey Bamford had the second
highest batting average in the
country in the NJCAA last spring,
an even .500. He was awarded an
academic and athletic scholarship
to continue his studies and his
athletic career at NCAA Division I
Monmouth University. He is shown
here at the signing ceremony with
his parents, Joe and Cynthia Bamford, on his right and coaches Adrian Yaguez and Tim Bremen on his
left. He intends to pursue a career
as a secondary school teacher.

Sophomore Josh Vargas, a 2010 2nd
Team All-Region selection, is on the
cusp of history at NCC in basketball.
Vargas is closing in on the all-time
scoring record of 951 points currently
held by NCC Hall of Fame member
Richard Johnson. A graduate of Faith
Christian High School, Vargas finished last season as the 6th leading
scorer in the country with 23.3 points
per game. He is majoring in sports
management. ▼

NCC Teams
Competing in
the NJCAA

▲ In May of 2010, Tiffany Kobordo
became NCC’s first NJCAA Distinguished Academic All-American, an
honor reserved for student-athletes
who achieve a minimum of a 3.80
cumulative GPA with at least 45
credits. While majoring in sports
management at NCC, she helped
lead the softball team to back-toback Region XIX final four appearances. She is now continuing her
studies at NCAA Division II Concord
University in West Virginia.

Men’s soccer
Men’s basketball
Men’s baseball
Men’s bowling
Women’s basketball
Women’s softball
Women’s volleyball
Women’s bowling

Proposed for Fall 2011
Women’s Soccer

Teams Competing
in the EPCC
Golf
Tennis
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Heard on Campus

“

Since we’ve
been through so
many negative
things, we’re a
resilient people.
I read once that
black people
rarely commit
suicide. We’re a
close-knit community. There are
family, churches
you can reach
out to and find
someone to talk
to when you
need help.

”

Comment about the black
experience during the first
in a series of “Courageous
Conversations” held at
NCC to encourage students,
faculty and staff to discuss
topics that sometimes are
difficult to broach.

If America
“worked
the way

community
colleges do,
we’d have about
half as many
problems as
we’ve got. We
don’t care what
your race or your
religion is. We
don’t care where
you were born.
You can come
here to learn,
and they change
the curriculum
as the economy
changes and the
need changes. It’s
a thriving, alive
place. It’s not
designed to divide
us, but to pull
us together.

”

Former President
Bill Clinton, speaking at
NCC last semester.

we serve such a significant
“partBecause
of the population, including many

at-risk and historically marginalized
groups, we should always be held to
the highest of standards because we
have an obligation to propel society
forward in ways that reach far beyond
simply workforce preparation. We owe
our students what they need, what they
deserve, and if what they need and
deserve was not given to them before
they reached our classrooms and offices,
society cannot afford to have them leave
our institutions without it.

”

Dr. Javier Avila, associate professor of English at NCC,
speaking about community colleges at a conference at
Albright College in October. 
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March 19, 20

April 7

May 6

Lehigh Valley Green Home
& Building Expo
Live smart. Live healthy. Live
green! Learn how when NCC
again hosts the Lehigh Valley
Green Home & Building Expo
featuring more than 40 exhibitors,
demonstrations, seminars, workshops and activities for the whole
family. The goal of the expo is
to help homeowners make an
informed transition into more
sustainable options for restoring, renovating, remodeling and
redecorating. Enjoy seeing NCC’s
theatre and dance students
perform “It Isn’t Easy Being
Green,” and an exhibit of art
created from recycled materials
by NCC art students.
■ Spartan Center
Main Campus
❚ March 19, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
❚ March 20, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Len Roberts Poetry Day
Meet Brian Turner, a soldier-poet
whose debut collection of
poems, “Here, Bullet,” won the
2005 Beatrice Hawley Award,
The New York Times “Editor’s
Choice” selection, the 2006 Pen
Center USA “Best in the West”
award and the 2007 Poets’ Prize.
“Here, Bullet” reflects his experience as a soldier in the Iraq war.
Turner also received a Lannan
Literary Fellowship and NEA Literature Fellowship in Poetry and
the Amy Lowell Poetry Travelling
Scholarship. He will also read
from his new book, “Phantom
Notice,” published in 2010.
■ Lipkin Theatre
Kopecek Hall
❚ 11 a.m.

Kentucky Derby Night
Are you ready for mint juleps,
fancy hats and possibly a horse
race? Kick off the 137th Derby
– NCC style – with a dinner prepared by our culinary students,
a silent auction and much more.
It’s a safe bet that this will be a
memorable evening. Race to make
your reservation. Then claim the
trophy of a great night out.
■ Hampton Winds
Gates Center
❚ 6 p.m. ❚ $75
For more information, call
610-861-5088 or email
alumni@northampton.edu

March 23
Art and Lecture Series
Nancy and Spencer Reed return
to bring you another evening of
live jazz. Their unique brand of
vocal and instrumental styling has
delighted audiences from coast to
coast in the U.S. and as far away
as Mexico, Italy and Japan. Born
and raised in New York, the Reeds
started performing as teenagers
in the Bronx. Enjoy their warm,
relaxed yet swinging interpretations of jazz standards and some
rarely heard tunes.
■ Community Room
Monroe Campus
❚ 7 – 9 p.m.

April 21
Tribute Garden Dedication
Join us in the garden as we dedicate gifts made in 2010, including
several small gardens, new pavers the Science Club’s Medicinal
Garden, and a beautiful daffodil
garden planted by dental hygiene
students in memory of their classmate Jeni Flores. See the splendor
of 450 blooms set around a heartshaped boulder found by members
of the grounds crew at NCC. Be
present for the groundbreaking
for Alumni Plaza, located at the
central entrance to the south of
Penn Hall.
■ Tribute Garden
Main Campus
❚ 11:30 a.m.

TOP RIGHT-DAVID W. COULTER/ALL OTHER SUPPLIED STOCK
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June 5
Lehigh Valley Food &
Wine Festival
Mark your calendars now for
one of the Lehigh Valley’s most
talked-about events! Enjoy pairings from local restaurants and
world-famous vineyards while
socializing with over a thousand
of your closest friends under a
large tent on the grounds of the
Sands Casino Resort. Here are a
few of the restaurants that will
tempt you with their samples:
Burgers and More by Emeril,
Emeril’s Chop House,
Hampton Winds, Looper’s Grille
& Bar, Bolete Restaurant and Inn,
Sette Luna, Shula’s Steak House
and White Orchids.
❚ Noon – 4 p.m.
❚ $75 per person.
Proceeds help provide scholarships for NCC students. 

POETRY

GOOD TIMES
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A Sense of Place
indulge your fantasies as we explore some of the
wonderful spaces alumni, faculty and friends of
the college call home. join us on the pages that
follow as we marvel at what our friends’ personal
creative energies have wrought.
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BORN TO
PLANT
her blood runs green
“I have farmer genes,” Doris Kressly says. “My dad’s parents
had a huge garden; my aunt was a potato farmer. When I
was in the fourth grade, my father gave my sister and me
each a couple of square yards for planting.” She’s been gardening ever since. Her sister is now a landscape designer,
and Doris teaches biology at NCC. She also has a nephew
who teaches botany.
Kressly’s “farmer genes” express themselves in her
residence as well as in her work. Her 1908 farmhouse is an
idyllic spot of country charm, complete with a refurbished
barn attached to a working greenhouse.
While you can picture yourself meandering down the
lovely path that runs through the butterfly garden or relaxing
with a book next to blooming buddleia as the scent of jasmine
fills the air, Kressly can’t.
“I don’t sit down and enjoy my garden,” she explains.
“I always see something that needs to be done, whether
it’s replacing things that have died, watering or weeding.
Weeding is cathartic for me. It’s a great stress reliever.”
She gains the most pleasure from her garden in the summertime. “The days are so long, I have the energy I don’t
have in other seasons.”
Even in the coldest days of winter, Kressly can enjoy her
garden. When it’s snowing outside, she can step inside her
greenhouse where daisies are blooming and geraniums are
flourishing, a bright reminder of the warm weather to come.
Kressly’s love of gardening doesn’t end at her property
line. She has been a contributor to the Tribute Garden at NCC
and helped plan and nurture the medicinal garden at NCC, in
addition to being involved in the Science Club and the Good
Growers Club.
Thankfully Kressly’s “farmer genes” have taken root
right here at Northampton. 
by Katherine Noll
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TOP
THIS!
competitive gardening
It’s simple to brighten a dreary day. Just mention gardening to
Kathy and Samantha Friedenberg. Their faces will light up, and
you’ll feel like you are basking in the summer sun!
Maybe it’s all the time spent in their gardens that gives
them this glow, but if you dig deeper, you’ll discover a shared
passion that not only nurtured a love of gardening, but also a
strong bond between family members.
The bond runs so deep that Kathy and her stepdaughter,
Sam, not only are next-door neighbors, they also both worked
at NCC. Kathy just retired after 22 years as a professor of radiography. Sam is a veterinarian who is the acting director of the
veterinary technician program.
“But we’re both wanna-be botanists,” Sam says with a smile.
“And Steven is the gardener of the family,” Kathy says of
her husband and Sam’s dad, a radiologist.
Kathy and Steve live on about 13 acres in Bethlehem. Sam
and her husband, Dr. Karl Weller, live next door. Both homes
boast beautiful perennial gardens surrounded by woods.
“During the spring and summer, we all spend half the
weekend working on the gardens. About twice a week, we hop
in the truck and go out to nurseries together to pick out new
plants,” Sam says.
In a situation like this, it’s only natural for a little friendly
rivalry to come into play. “We have a competition to see who
can find the coolest plant. If you do find something unusual,
you have to show it off and say, ‘Look what I found, and by the
way, there was only one left,’” Sam laughs.
Each of the family members has a different style of gardening, she notes. “Some are totally organized. Some go crazy!”
Kathy chuckles. “Like you and your dad! It’s organized chaos.”
Or beautiful chaos! 
by Katherine Noll

PORTRAITS BY RANDY MONCEAUX/ALL OTHERS SUPPLIED
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community garden takes root
Imagine a garden, blooming with an orchard, a vineyard,
beehive, compost area, lots of flowers, and even an outdoor classroom! Picture wildlife
flocking, swimming or hopping to this inviting destination.
Construction and planting will begin this spring, and in a few years, this delightful
place will exist at NCC on an undeveloped tract of land east of Commonwealth Hall. Here
– on property known as the “East 40,” – gardeners from the College and the larger community will be able to come together to experience service learning, sustainable gardening,
ecological awareness and healthy living.
Students from all majors will have a chance to apply what they have learned in the
classroom to an environment outside of the classroom. Math students led by Associate
Professor Jeannie Galick have already used their study of perimeters to plot and measure
garden space. A student-led group called The Good Growers is also involved in the early
stages of the garden’s research and development.
Once the garden has been established, organizers will invite community members to participate as well. For a small fee and participation in a one-session, non-credit class, gardeners
will be assigned a 8-by-10-foot plot, with gardening equipment provided by the College.
The idea for the community garden began to bloom last summer with the support of
18
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College administration and the East 40 Commit
Committee, comprised of students,
staff, faculty and community members. They eenvision the East 40 as a
learning space, nature habitat and food source, all in one.
The
T e project is being spearheaded by Kelly Allen, assistant professor
Th
of English, Donna Acerra, professor of communication/theatre,
Ken Burak,
commun
associate
professor
of
philosophy,
and
Frank
Pologruto,
director
of student
associat
ae
Po
life. “We will use the garden for positive educati
educational and environmental experiences,”
Allen says. “Peo
“People
e ple will get back to nature and gget to know their neighbors.”
When asked how the garden will affect NCC
N and the surrounding community,
Allen elaborates: “In the present political environment
in which discourse is neither
enviro
positive nor welcoming, the garden will be a positive,
welcoming
place for people of
po
all backgrounds
to
gather
in
the
pursuit
of
a
common
experience.
This
garden will be a
backkgrounds
t
com
reflection of who we are at NCC.” 
by Myra Saturen

The first garden plots
will be shaped like
hexagons and arranged
as illustrated above.

1" = 100'

500'

N

The new garden will be
located beyond the parking
lots on the main campus
on a tract of land known
as the “East 40.”
The diagram at right
shows where the first
garden plots and shed
will soon be built.
To track progress,
visit Kelly’s blog at
http://east40.wordpress.com

350'

East 40

The dark area shows the natural
depression of the land where rain
runoff occurs. When it fills with
water, it will offer students and
bird watchers an opportunity to
observe migrating birds stopping
for a dip and a drink.
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AMAZING
transformations
Joe Polacek ’09 started college as a business
major at Kutztown University, but found he loved landscaping after he
started working with his uncle during the summer.
“Something different would get thrown at you every day, whether it
was zoning regulations or a neighbor who didn’t like the work being done. To
overcome those obstacles and then be able to take someone’s idea and add
your own thoughts is an interesting process. The reward is seeing the way
it all comes together.”
When he decided to switch majors, he visited Northampton and met
with Ken Trionfo, associate professor of architecture.
“The program sounded amazing, so I enrolled,” Polacek says. He went
to school part-time while continuing to work for his uncle’s company, Sun
Country Landscaping. In 2006, he was hired by a landscape architecture firm,
RDH Design Group.
His studies at Northampton, along with his work at RDH, left Joe wellprepared to pursue his bachelor’s degree at Rutgers
“The way Ken teaches is beneficial to developing a style of your own,”
he says. “You can try new things without being afraid of what the other students in the class or the professor will say. And the very technical computer
programs prepare you for the programs you will use if you go for a bachelor’s
or master’s.”
Polacek has had a hand in all the projects pictured here.
Now that he has started his own firm, Eden Design, he says, “Our work
varies greatly from simple design consultations to spotting a house on a lot
before it is even built and designing a total yard. We want to see our clients
not only happy with their new space, but amazed by the transformation from
before to after.” 
by Katherine Noll
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“Our work varies greatly ...
We want to see our clients not only
happy with their new space, but
amazed by the transformation
from before to after.”
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a collector’s paradise
sharing life’s beautiful things

22
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ick and Rosemary Haber’s home, a fabulous fieldstone masterpiece surrounded by 10 rolling acres,
century-old trees and a bubbling trout stream, sits close to one of Bethlehem’s most travelled
roadways, but you’d never know it.
“I didn’t even know there was a house here,” says Dick, who discovered and purchased the
property in 1972. Back then, the shrubbery was overgrown, the slate roof needed repair and every
window required replacing. “I should have run away and not looked back. Instead, I did something
much worse. I fell in love with the place.”
Today – thanks to the extraordinary craftsmanship of its original builders and the passion, personality, style and
grace of its present-day owners – the house, constructed in 1927, is a delight at every turn. Outside, hidden stone
walkways lead to unexpected pocket gardens; fanciful topiary, statuettes and handcrafted birdhouses lay waiting
behind every tree. Inside, fresh orchids from the Haber’s greenhouse mix with whimsical foxes, live parrots and an
extraordinary collection of one-of-a-kind porcelain sculpture. Off the main hall, a generous and welcoming dining
table is set to entertain. “We get very excited about sharing life’s beautiful things,” says Dick.
Nearby, a room dedicated to music holds Rosemary’s concert harp, assorted practice instruments, and Dick’s
two concert grand pianos including a stunning Bösendorfer Imperial. “Purchasing the Bösendorfer might be the least
practical thing I’ve ever done,” he says. “But how could I say no? The instrument is magnificent. It was the Carnegie
Hall piano of the Vienna Philharmonic, Oscar Peterson and André Previn.” The Imperial bears the nickname, “Lucky,”
after the son of David Lai, Grammy-winning conductor of Phantom of the Opera, who found the piano for the Habers.
The Habers share a love of music. Rosemary directs NCC’s community chorus. They also share a deep love
for each other. Asked to pick a favorite spot in their home, Dick smiles and responds without hesitation. “My favorite
place is wherever Rosemary is.” 
by Paul Acampora
PHOTOS BY STEVE WOLFE
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some like it sleek

maximum results from minimalist design
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NCC faculty take
students on field
trips to see Santee’s
house every year. “It
is unlike anything you
would see around,”
says Ken Trionfo,
associate professor of
architecture. “Our
students make blueprints of it as part of
their course work.”

PHOTOS BY STEVE WOLFE

efore Curt Santee looked at this site and saw new design possibilities, this was an oddshaped lot on Emmaus’ South Mountain with “non-conventional” access and problem
drainage, all of which soured the architectural dreams of mainstream real estate seekers.
But after Santee surveyed the property and shaped it with his blueprints, what some
called a “contemporary box with cement walls” was transformed into the “industrial minimalism” style home Santee shares with his wife and son.
It is truly a cost-effective modern house. But shapeshifting an offbeat three acres of woods with a
squared dollop of cement into an airy 21st-century oasis in the heart of a forest green seems closer to pure
magic than the average architect’s plan.
That legerdemain, however, is what puts art in architecture.
Santee studied architecture at NCC, transferring to Temple University in 1994. Today, he is a principal
in The Architectural Studio, the Allentown-based comprehensive design firm his father co-founded in the
mid-1970s.
“My thesis at Temple was housing typologies,” Santee explains, “giving the new American family
unique architectural space under a limited budget.”
Santee’s house was designed to have minimal construction waste, “which is great for the budget,
and the environment,” he said. “We recycled slate, brick, ceramic tile and steel. And with the summer
sun buffered by the woods and winter eased by south-facing windows, plus a central wood fireplace, our
utility bills are reasonable. And it’s so open we can illuminate most of the interior with one fluorescent
40-watt light.” 
by James L Johnson ’89
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monroe marvel

this tudor-inspired mansion blends old with new
26
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hen Joseph Hanyon and Connie Merwine were making plans
to build their Tudor-inspired home on a tree-lined 56-acre lot
in Effort, Pa., they were looking to create living space that used
natural materials and reminded them of older properties they
admired in Scranton. The result was a luxurious home that brings
the inside outdoors and pays homage to the past.
“The inspiration was to create a home that looked as infinitely old as best we
could,” Hanyon says. “We were very inspired by homes created at the turn of the century,
and we used as many natural materials as we could.”
Every aspect of the home was painstakingly thought out, from the brass ball-bearing
hinges on the doors, to the 300,000-pound roof made of royal purple slate from near the
New York/Vermont border, to individually hand-curved stones on the turret out front. The

railing on the staircase is an exact duplicate of the railing in the Connecticut
Governor’s Mansion.
Wood for flooring and cabinetry were harvested from the property. This
includes white oak, red oak, poplar, cherry and maple lumber that were cut in
a wood shop built in the garage and kiln-dried on site. Wood from the property
was also used for paneling their children’s bedrooms.
“The house is very tightly connected to the property,” explains Hanyon.
“We’ve also been to Italy many times and brought back Tuscan ideas that
inspired the kitchen and great room. We wanted those rooms to be as much
a part of the outside as possible. They include doors that pour into the front
porch. When weather allows you to open up the doors, the transition to nature
is seamless.”
The home is truly a private treasure for the couple, who are both attorneys at firms in Monroe County. Hanyon served as an ambassador to help gain
approval for the new Monroe campus. He is eager to see bright, qualified students come
away from NCC ready to join the workforce, perhaps even at his firm. Like the two-and-a-half
years that it took to build their home, the new campus will be worth the wait. “Education
is the cornerstone of shedding light into darkness,” says Hanyon. “And that’s why we’re all
here: to have a livelihood.” 
by Shannon Sigafoos

PHOTOS BY DAVID W. COULTER
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truly
TUSCAN
“It’s like being on vacation, all the time,” says Neighborhood Chef producer Karen Trionfo ‘03 of the sunny, Tuscan-style kitchen she shares
with her husband, Ken Trionfo, associate professor of architecture at
Northampton Community College.
An actual trip to Italy inspired the Trionfos to expand and transform
a tiny, one-window galley in their Lehigh Valley home into an Italian
country kitchen, with floor-to-ceiling windows opening onto a park,
stucco arches, Italian ceramic-tiled floors, and a tiled center island/table
with tall, sturdy, rustic chairs. Everywhere, warm colors cast a golden
glow, heightened by subtle lighting.
For a while, the kitchen resembled a life-size architectural model
as the Trionfos made changes and tried out various ideas. Through
meticulous planning, Ken strove to emulate an Italian atmosphere,
romantic and comfortable. “I wanted to capture the beauty and simplicity we saw in Italy,” Ken says. “Homes there are modest but exquisite.”
Redoing their kitchen is an ongoing labor of love that began the
moment the Trionfos spied the Victorian house. “I was designing the kitchen
before we even signed the contract,” Ken says. They grasped hidden possibilities in the home’s setting, abutting an expansive park. “This is a beachfront property,” Karen says of the vista rolling from the windows.
And what of the food prepared in the kitchen? Like the creation of
the room itself, the Trionfos’ menus turn on improvisation. With olive oil,
garlic, onion, carrots and pasta always on hand, the Trionfos invent their
meals, particularly delighting in sauces.
The Trionfos relish their kitchen, especially as a gathering place
for big family dinners, with children and grandchildren. “We love being
in this room,” Karen says. 
by Myra Saturen

PHOTOS BY STEVE WOLFE

Re-doing their kitchen is
an ongoing labor of love
that began the moment
the Trionfos spied the
Victorian house.
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great architects built here
As any architect will tell you, the integrity
of a structure begins with a solid foundation. And so it is with
architecture students, who need a solid foundation upon which to
build their careers, which can take up to 11 years for full licensure.
The architecture program at Northampton Community College
provides that foundation – and then some.
The raw materials of this building project – the students who
choose to major in architecture
– are a different breed, according to associate professor
of architecture Ken Trionfo.
“They’re usually pretty sure
they know what they want to do
in high school. And after a year
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in our program, they’re certain
they want to be architects.”
Students at NCC start with
the basics. First-year classes
include architectural history,
design, drafting and graphics.
The second year delves into
design and analysis of structural
form, and construction materials

and methods. Throughout both
years, students are working on
designs, drawings and models
in a studio setting. This not only
teaches them the fundamentals of architecture, but helps
them learn to work as a team.
“They’re an incredibly tight-knit
group, because they’re always
in the studio together. They help
each other – it’s great to see,”
says Trionfo.
What sets NCC’s architecture program apart from those
of other community colleges
is that it’s not based simply

on architectural technology –
computer-aided design, drafting
and the like. “We revised the
program 10 years ago,” Trionfo
explains. “Now we’re training
students to get their bachelor’s
degrees, not just be technicians.
There are only about a half-dozen
programs like ours in the country,
teaching the way we do. We’re
teaching students to design, to
be critical thinkers. They develop
conceptual skills – that’s the key.
That’s what four-year schools are
looking for in transfer students.
Our students have skills and portfolios to show them.”
The strength of NCC’s
program, according to Trionfo, lies
in the ability of graduates to transfer easily into four-year schools.
“We emulate the first two years of
a five-year program, so when they
get to their architecture school,
they’re ready to move on. We lift
them up and give them the confidence to hold their own against
other students. We’re getting
them into good schools, and, more
importantly, they’re successful
once they get there.”
The list of architecture
schools that have accepted NCC
architecture graduates is a particular source of pride for Trionfo.
The long list includes Pratt,
Drexel, Temple, University of
Miami and Auburn University.
It was Auburn’s internationally known program that caught
the interest of NCC alum Eric
Kessler ’07. For one of his NCC
classes, he did a case study of
late architect Samuel Mockbee
and was captivated by Mockbee’s
Rural Studio concept. In Rural
Studio, Auburn architecture students go out into Hale County,
Alabama, one of the nation’s
poorest areas, to live, design and
build for a semester while helping
the impoverished community.

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Auburn’s School of Architecture is difficult to get into,
but Kessler says his two years
at NCC gave him all he needed
to apply and be accepted. During
Auburn’s intensive summer
program for prospective transfer
students, 80 students vie for
40 spots in the School of Architecture. Kessler wasn’t worried
once he saw the competition.
“I was confident I’d make the
cut. Everything that was being
thrown at me, I’d already done
at NCC. I already knew computer
programs, hand-drawing, modelmaking. I had a leg up on the
other students.”
Kessler is now in his fourth
year at Auburn and is applying
to participate in the competitive fifth-year Rural Studio. He
already took part in the Rural
Studio experience open to thirdyears and also spent a semester
in Rome studying ancient architecture and designing a modernday Roman bathhouse and spa.
When he graduates, he wants to
become a residential builder.
NCC’s architecture program
strives to give back to the local
community. The capstone project
for second-year architecture
students is the Community
Design Studio – “our signature
class,” Trionfo says. Students
go out into a local community to
work with mayors, business and
property owners, planning officials and community members
to create plans to improve
buildings and sometimes whole
streets. “It’s not only a great
experience for our students, but
an added value to these communities. The work our students
produce would cost a lot of
money if they paid professionals
to do it.” 
by Cynthia Tintorri

Eric Kessler ‘07 won one of 40 spots
in the architecture program at
Auburn University.
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HIRE A PRO
NCC’s interior
design grads
make clients
look good.
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It’s time to update and redecorate. You want your home
or office to be beautiful and
functional. You may have some
vague ideas about what you’d
like, or not a clue as to what
might be just right for
your space. You’re anxious
about making what could be
costly mistakes.
Short of spending endless
hours wandering through furniture stores, poring over decorating magazines, or watching
HGTV shows until you become
one with the couch you’re trying
to replace, what can you do?
Consult an interior designer!
Designers are trained to be
sensitive to how interior spaces
affect our mood and productivity. They meld science with art,
incorporating the structure and
function of a space with the aesthetics of color and form. They
spin ideas into environments.

And they do all of this with an
eye on the bottom line: the client’s budget.
Northampton Community College’s interior design
program educates interior
design students with the same
attention and care given to the
architecture students who will
eventually build the houses
or offices that need interior
design. In fact, architecture and
interior design students share
the same first-year coursework
in architectural history, graphics, drafting and design.
For alumna Carolyn
Wilson ’06, that’s what makes
NCC’s interior design program
superior. As co-owner of Arthouse Designs in Easton, she
says, “The strong architectural
aspects incorporated into the
interior design curriculum have
been particularly helpful to me.”
Wilson also notes that
“NCC really emphasized being
able to communicate your
designs to people who aren’t
designers. That was really
useful – I didn’t realize how
much until I got out into the field
and had to be able to show my
ideas and communicate them to
my clients.”
The program’s eveningclass option was a boon to
Wilson as a new mom. According to program instructor and
practicing architect Dan Ebner,
many of those enrolled in the
interior design program have

full-time jobs and bachelor’s
degrees, and are looking to
change careers.
For students who don’t
want to earn a degree, specialized diplomas are an option in
either interior design or kitchen
and bath design. Some associate degree graduates go on
to pursue bachelor’s degrees
in design at institutions such
as Arcadia University, Moore
School of Art, and New York
School of Interior Design. Most,
however, go directly to work in
home improvement or furniture
stores and interior design firms.
The employability of graduates,
Ebner believes, is one of the
strengths of NCC’s program.
“We designed it to be very
marketplace-driven.”
Another strength is the
real-world nature of projects
NCC’s interior design students
tackle in their studio classes.
“We take them out into the
field, to commercial spaces,
restaurants and homes,” Ebner
says. “They meet with real
clients; they come up with
actual designs.”
Wilson recalls that her
class worked with a restaurant
and a school on Bethlehem’s
Southside.
“Interacting with clients is
something you don’t always get
access to as a student,” Wilson
reflects. At NCC, it’s all part of
the program’s design. 
by Cynthia Tintorri

ILLUSTRATIONS SUPPLIED BY CAROLYN WILSON ’06

DIY :

LEARN AS YOU GO

When Rosalind O’Reilly and her husband
started making plans to build their own home, they knew that designing each room from scratch might quickly become overwhelming. They
could have hired expensive design teams to tackle some of the choices
for them. Instead, Rosalind enrolled in “Fresh Ideas in Room Design,”
offered through NCC’s Community Education program.
“I wanted to get a jump-start on
things prior to building,” she said.
“I wanted to see if the classes
would give ideas on how to bring
rooms together, like what colors
go with what, what kind of pictures to put on the wall, and paint
colors. The class covered that from
top to bottom.” In fact, O’Reilly
liked the room design course so
much that she signed up for “The
Art of Kitchen Design.”
O’Reilly is just one of many
students who have benefitted
from the non-credit offerings in
home remodeling, hardscaping,
woodworking, landscaping, planting and water gardens. The students usually start out as novices
in one course, then move on to an
intermediate level.
“When it comes to these
courses,” says Marsha Ballick,
a home interior instructor and
member of the Glen Anthony
Designs team, “most are total
beginners. They may want ideas
of how we set things up or want
some basic information. By the
time the course ends, most are
repeat students.”
NCC’s home improvement
instructors recognize that most of
us need encouragement to tackle
our projects. The instructors bring
their own expertise and provide
the resources so you won’t end
up abandoning a project because

you’ve hit a brick wall.
“I try to make everyone
believe that they can complete
their project, and I try to make
everything very simple,” says
hardscaping instructor Nicholas
Nush. “I’ve found that more
people sign up after the first
class, or one person will tell a
friend and get them to join.”
Landscape design instructor Patricia Corey has seen the
same results in the classes she
teaches. “Both beginning and
veteran gardeners leave with
enthusiasm to jump in and start
using what they’ve learned,”
she says. Corey’s spring courses
will cover everything from landscaping different segments of a
yard to working with particular
plant groups.
Other courses, like the
kitchen remodeling taught by
Jeffrey Boerner, also teach students how to work with contractors. Everything from contracts
to budgets is covered, and gives
students a general confidence that
they are not overpaying for any
additional at-home services they
may require.
“I was pleasantly surprised
with the kitchen design class,”
said O’Reilly. “I thought it was
going to be just about lighting. But
we learned what kind of cabinets
to pick out, all about lighting

Beautiful spaces created and
enjoyed by “grads” of NCC’s
community education
classes who embraced the
DIY method.
fixtures, and everything from
handles to doors. I was able to go
shopping a week or so after the
class with an actual idea of what
I wanted in my own kitchen. I
would definitely recommend these
classes to my friends.”
Successful “do-it-yourself”
projects are never done alone. 
by Shannon Sigafoos
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For the past two years, sustainability

meet the
green team
Students, faculty and staff
come together to ensure
that sustainability initiatives
become institutionalized
across campus.
John Barkanic
Emerging Technologies
Applications Center

Tom Barnowski
Corporate & Public Safety Education

Barbara Canfield
Business & Technology

Judy Rex
Center for Healthcare Education

Gail Mrowinski
Community Education

Michele Pappalardo
Technical Training & Business Services

Paul Pierpoint
Dean of Community Education

Dan Phillips
Heating, Ventilating,
Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

Jack Schreiber
Technical Programs

David Schweiger
Hospitality Career Institute

Mike Vasilik
Emerging Technologies
Applications Center
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initiatives at NCC have been driven by the College’s Green Team. From
the installation of on-campus solar panels to expanding the number of
credit programs for earth-friendly emerging technologies, the Green
Team continues to take steps to research and identify opportunities to
make NCC an environmentally sound institution.
Paul Pierpoint, Green Team chair,
vice president of community
education and dean at NCC’s
Fowler Family Southside Center,
is excited about a number of
new initiatives that could start
taking shape in 2011. Among
them is the possibility of installing a solar collector – which
is designed to collect heat by
absorbing sunlight – on campus.
“Lehigh University received a
grant to test [a solar collector] on our campus,” Pierpoint
explains. “The installation of the
solar collector would be done
in conjunction with the Electro
Technologies Applications
Center (ETAC). It would be an
experimental collector and used
to monitor energy use.”
The Green Team is also
hopeful that a wind generator (a
device that generates electrical
power from wind energy) may be
installed on campus in the near
future. The project is in its early
phase, and may require permits
from the township depending
on the generator’s size. In the
meantime, other initiatives are
already visible on campus.
“Right now, our biggest
initiative is the Community
Garden,” Pierpoint says. “It’s
going to impact credit students

and non-credit students. The
garden will have 750 square
feet of cultivated space by
summer.” The garden, which
is situated between Penn and
Commonwealth halls, could
someday include orchards, a
pavilion and a pond. “We started
small to make sure we do it
right,” explains Pierpoint. “The
vision is to get the garden up to
four acres, but there are a lot of
people involved, and we want to
take our time.” (See page 18 for
more on the Community Garden.)
The College also continues
to seek opportunities to offer
training and programs as they
relate to alternative energy and
jobs. The Pathways to Green
Jobs Center in Allentown has
been working with NCC since
fall 2010 to offer five programs
that range from electrical technologies to welding. This year,
the College will also play host to
the Green Builders Association
conference for a second time.
NCC first hosted and co-sponsored the event in 2010. The
conference, showcasing opportunities to make your own home
green, is expected to take place
over spring break. 
by Shannon Sigafoos

:

A CREW
FOR ALL
SEASONS
On a sunny morning last October, the
soles of our shoes sank into cool, wet leaves, and a tangy breeze
tousled the air. Behind County Hall, trees displayed crimson, staking
a place among countless varieties of trees, shrubs and flowers that
thrive on Northampton Community College’s Main Campus.
Who makes and keeps this
208-acre expanse beautiful?
Jeff Mickey and Mark Stetler
describe how they and seven
other part- and full-time
groundskeepers do so.
For every thing there is a
season, and every season has
its tasks, unfolding in rhythm
with the year. In the fall, the
groundskeepers clear leaves,
trim branches and prune trees.
There are always special
projects: digging a 5-foot-deep
trench around a broken heating
pipe awaiting repair, demolishing a baseball dugout to make
way for a larger one, making the
framework for solar panels being
built by students.
When winter blows in, the
men convert their lawn mowers
into snowplows equipped to
clear every inch of the four miles
of sidewalks crisscrossing the
campus. On snowy days, the
groundskeepers arrive at 2 a.m.,
beginning a labor that can take
12 hours.
Now that it is spring, it is
time to clear out fallen winter
leaves, mulch flower beds and
repair ruts in the road. Mickey
and Stetler look forward to preparing a daffodil garden planted
by dental hygiene students in
memory of a classmate.
Summer will be spent
cutting grass, and weeding – an

PHOTO BY PHILIP STEIN

enormous undertaking. Typically,
it takes four mowers four days to
cover the entire property.
The groundskeepers traverse the vastness of campus via
pickup trucks, dump trucks, golf
carts and on foot. Although they
love the whole campus, each
man has his favorite spot. Mickey’s are the barns, left standing
from the days when the campus
site was a farm. Stetler’s is the
Tribute Garden, where he will
soon create a study area with
picnic benches, under the pines.

Despite the men’s best
efforts, there are times when
nature overtakes nurture. “The
retention pond behind Parking Lot
D was planted by Mother Nature,”
Mickey says. Once there was a
report of an alligator sighting.
Checking this out fell to Mickey.
Although no alligator was found,
other wildlife make themselves at
home in the pond. Frogs, goldfish
and cranes abound. On land,
deer, ducks, rabbits, chipmunks,
groundhogs, squirrels, and even
the occasional fox, seem to like
our campus.
As we concluded our tour
last fall, Stetler swooped to
pick up a weather-worn scrap of
paper lying on the grass. Litter
must go. “The grounds are the
first thing people notice when
they come to NCC; it is their
first impression of the school,”
Stetler says. “We want people
to be in a pleasant atmosphere,
to have a nice place to study.” 

NCC’s versatile grounds crew
maintain the park-like atmosphere
on campus. Pictured here, pausing
from their work, are left to right:
Rick Barner, Jeff Mickey, Mark
Stetler, Mike Pavolko, David Colon,
Kevin Pechacek. Not pictured:
Frank Sarko, Anthony Seng and
Steve Pechacek.
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NCC Seen
A sampling of snapshots from recent NCC events

①

①

Foundation
Annual Dinner
❶ Andrea Weismiller ’01, Regional
Director of Sales and Marketing,
JHG Hotel Management, and her
husband, Dustin, at the Foundation
Board annual dinner. ❷ Frank and
Beth Boyer, Rich and Tonya Hummers,
Francie and Bob DeSalvio.

②
②
②

③

Alumni Awards Mixer
❶ Donna and Mario Acerra celebrate the achievements
of Professional Achievement Award Recipient Erin
Connors ‘87 at the Alumni Association’s Recipes for
Success Alumni Awards Mixer. ❷ Alumni Board emeritus
Eileen Taff ‘88, past Alumni Board chair Sally Jablonski
‘78 and major gifts officer Sharon Zondag catch up at the
Recipes for Success Alumni Awards Mixer.

Class of 1970 Reunion
❶ Alumnus Donald and wife Virginia
Seifert enjoy a night back on campus
for the Class of 1970 40th reunion at
the Hampton Winds. ❷ Alumni and
friends attending the Class of 1970
40th Reunion.

①
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②
MIXER/REUNION/BOUTIQUE-PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

①

②

Holiday Boutique
❶ Jacqui Kulick and her daughter, Jaime, shop for gifts. ❷ Mary Ann
Cali, of Something Unique Boutique, left, helps Anna Stofko ‘77, right,
choose a bag.

①

Alumni Association
Holiday Party
❶ Santa, a very good friend of Joe Silimperi
‘87, took time to pose for a picture with Lora
Bittenberger ‘01 and daughter Paige at the
Alumni Association’s holiday party.

DINNER/CUISINE-PHOTOS BY ADAM ATKINSON/OTHERS-SUPPLIED/NCC STOCK

Scholarship
Luncheons

 ❶ Jenna Berger and Tracy
Richards, NCC vet tech students
and recipients of the 2010 Tim &
Karen Brady Scholarships, joined
Karen ’74 and Tim Brady ’76 for a
very enjoyable lunch recently at
NCC’s Hampton Winds Restaurant.
(L-R: Karen Brady, Berger, Richards,
Tim Brady) ❷ Tony Salvaggio
(standing) established the Richard
McAteer Scholarship to honor
longtime friend and business partner
Dick McAteer (seated at right).
Dick’s wife, NCC Alumni Board
member Mary Jane McAteer ’76 (at
left), enjoyed lunch at the Hampton
Winds with student Orlando Vargas,
2010 scholarship recipient. ❸ Dr.
Arnold Cook (center) joined Ashley
Rodriguez, Julie Anne Achenbach
and Sara Snyder for lunch at the
Hampton Winds. They are among
many dozens of dental hygiene
students who have received
scholarships thanks to Dr. Cook,
who helped create the College’s
Dental Hygiene program.

①

②

③
① ②

③ Classical Cuisine
❶ Guests join host Donna Taggart at the
Classical Cuisine Chinese New Year themed
banquet. Pictured: Leo and Beth Kowalski,
Bill Lavin, Donna Taggart, Sue and Bill Lurie.
❷ Classical Cuisine welcomed the Year of the
Rabbit. ❸ Cathie and Bob Rienzo celebrate with
friends Carol Osborn and Mary Ellen Coffey. 
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alumni association honors

Outstanding Grads

the best of

THE BEST

Five successful Northampton Community College alumni and two brand
new alumni shared their “recipes for success” when they were honored
by the Alumni Association at the annual “Recipes for Success” alumni
awards ceremony last semester.
“Success is a fickle friend,”
observed Linda Perin ’80. “It
doesn’t always stick with you,
but it always comes in the door
with two buddies: hard work
and sacrifice.”
For Faith Ann Ryan ’74, the
word “reciprocity” came to mind:
“When you give of yourself, you
receive so much more.”
“It starts with Northampton,” reflected Erin Connors ’87,
admitting “I wasn’t the best student in high school.”
Scott Barhight ’71 agreed:
“Coming here turned things
around because everybody here
wanted me to be better. That’s
what this college is about. I went
on to Bloomsburg and to Lehigh,
but this was always my college.”
Patti Sakdiponephong ’76
paid tribute to faculty members
like Donna and Mario Acerra and
to the late Duke Krauss, who
served as a mentor to her during
her student days. Northampton
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“nurtured my soul,” she said, and
“taught me independence.”
Chuck and Joan Hannig
echoed several award recipients
who described NCC as a family. “It
is the software here [i.e., the people]
that makes the hardware work.”
❶ A real estate graduate who
started her own company, Perin
received the “Distinguished Service to NCC Award” for faithful
support for NCC’s annual fund,
fundraising events and comprehensive campaigns over a period
of 20+ years.
❷ Ryan was honored for “Distinguished Service to the Community” for her work with the
St. Luke’s Hospital Auxiliary, the
Northampton County Medical
Society Alliance, other healthrelated non-profits, township
government and her church. She
is a graduate of NCC’s dental
hygiene program.
❸ Connors was presented with
the “Professional Achievement

Award” for a career in broadcasting that began as an assistant at
a local news station in Arlington,
Virginia, and progressed to her
current work as a host and producer for public affairs programs aired
in the Middle East and Europe.
❹ Barhight became the first NCC
graduate to receive the “Educator’s Award.” The accounting
professor who retired last year
was nicknamed “Barhight 5.0”
because he consistently earned
the highest ratings possible from
students despite the fact that his
courses were very demanding.
❺ Sakdiponephong was presented with the “President’s Award”
for “reflecting to the community
the unique character, personality
and level of excellence typified
by a Northampton education.”
The co-founder and co-manager
of one of Bethlehem’s most popular restaurants – The Café – she
is also an accomplished musician
who has performed with the Bach

Choir and other musical groups
both in the United States and
abroad.
❻ Chuck and Joan Hannig were
named honorary alumni for
dedication and commitment to
NCC that has included Chuck’s
leadership in expanding educational opportunities for students
in Monroe County, Joan’s interest in and volunteer work at the
children’s center on the Monroe
campus, and the establishment
of a scholarship fund to provide
tuition support for students who
have children there.
Other alumni whose contributions to the College and the
Alumni Association were lauded
at the awards were retiring
board member Wendy Connor
’99, and six individuals who were
named board members emeriti:
James Bartholomew ’74, Paul
Colahan ’72, Frederick Curcio ’91,
Bruce Palmer ’77, Eileen Taff ’88
and James Williams ’74. 

①

Linda Perin ’80
Distinguished Service to NCC Award

③

②

PHOTOS BY RANDY MONCEAUX

Patti Sakdiponephong ’76
President’s Award

⑥

Chuck and Joan Hannig
Named Honorary Alumni

Erin Connors ’87
Professional Achievement Award

Faith Ann Ryan ’74
Distinguished Service to the Community

④

⑤

Scott Barhight ’71
Educator’s Award
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aLUmNi nOTes
Beginning with this issue, there are more of YOUR stories in Alumni Notes! So many of you
email and call us with your latest happenings. So keep us in the loop, let us know when
you follow your passion like Scott Tice, settle down across the country as Lisa Nanakorn
did, land a cool job like Anne Coleman or if you have an interesting story to tell.
You'll find fascinating stories in the following pages about your fellow NCC alumni. You
may even discover a new place to eat or visit or find a perfect gift idea. Each issue will
be full as long as we hear from YOU! Log in to Alumni Net and post an alumni note or
send your story to alumni@northampton.edu.

alumni highlight

SCOTT TICE ’02
When Scott Tice ’02 was studying at Kutztown University, he told his friends he wanted
to get a tattoo of a dancing pepper. He knew he’d never do it (“It’s a pain thing – I’m kind
of a wimp,” he explains), but the joke stuck nonetheless.
A few years later, when pondering a name for his soon-to-be-opened recording
studio, the choice was clear.
And so Dancing Pepper Productions was born.
The Radio/TV graduate opened his full-service recording studio in Nazareth a few
years ago, and says he couldn’t be happier. “Things have been going really well. I love
it – I’m thankful,” Tice says. “I think the coolest part of the job is that I’m always doing
something different: music, commercials, voiceovers… It’s never the same thing each
day.”
When Tice graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 2004, he began working at Service Electric doing videography for the sports and news
departments. He sometimes ended up on the other side of the camera conducting interviews, which enabled him to prepare questions and build
the professional and social skills he later needed to interact with clients.
“It really pushed me out there to prepare myself to ask questions,” Tice explained. “I realized I really wanted to do this for my profession,
and I loved doing this full-time. But my passion was so strong that I really wanted to do this on my own.”
He put together a business proposal and pitched it to his family. “They knew I was serious and were excited for me. My family is incredible.
They supported me 110 percent through the process. They helped me find a location and save a lot of money.”
Now, to hear Tice tell it, he’s living his dream. He loves his field so much that he’s opened a home office, and can often be found during his
spare time researching trends and new technology. He says his fiancé, Jenna, jokingly calls him obsessed.
“Most days, the day flies by, it’s really cool,” he said. “I have musicians coming in and out, it’s just amazing. It’s great to interact with awesome people. We do great work, but we’re laughing the whole time. I’m so thankful for everyone that comes through here.”
by Sandy Stahl
visit www.dancingpepper.com or call 610-759-2968
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Accounting
1986 Susan Koss
serves on Northampton’s Alumni
Association Board of Directors,
where she is also a member of
the alumni/student outreach
committee. A self-employed
certified public accountant, she
received a bachelor’s degree
from Wilkes University.
1990 Julie Mumaw
of Easton is a business
administrator at the Great
Meadows Regional School
District in Great Meadows, N.J.
She received a bachelor’s degree
in secondary education from
Shippensburg State College,
certification in elementary
education from Penn State
University, and a master of
business administration from
DeSales University.
1999 Pamela Begovich
of Allentown is a business
administrator at the Salvation
Army in Allentown.
2008 James Carson
of Columbus, Ohio, is a fund
accountant for Citigroup in
Columbus. He is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree at Ohio
State University.
2010 Holly O’Brien
of Portland works at Crayola
in Easton.

Automotive
Technology
2003 Douglas Wolf
of Las Vegas, Nev., is a shop
foreman at Fletcher Jones
Imports Mercedes-Benz in
Las Vegas.

alumni highlight

ADAM ASCHOFF ’04
Like many chefs, ’04 culinary arts grad Adam Aschoff had a dream to one day own his own business.
Last year, things finally came into place – and quickly. He and his business partner, pastry chef Elizabeth Buss, opened the Three-Way Café in May, just two months after deciding on its Nazareth location.
“My neighbor had the space before us and was looking to get rid of it. He told us about it, and I
thought it was a great idea,” he said.
The former Quiznos, located at 848 Nazareth Pike in Nazareth, is now home to a gourmet café
where signature food items can be prepared three ways: as a panini sandwich, salad or quesadilla.
“I love sandwiches,” Aschoff says of the menu’s concept (and the restaurant’s namesake). “I wanted
to pick all the best sandwiches I’ve had over the years and put them on the menu. I also wanted to
prepare a couple of salads for the healthy side. And I’m a
really big fan of quesadillas.”
What also sets the restaurant apart, he says, is his
partner’s baking talent. Customers can sample the offerings separately, or include a fresh cupcake with a drink
and menu item, making a combo meal that ends with a
tasty dessert.
“I think it’s one of the best decisions we made opening this place,” Aschoff explains. “Nazareth doesn’t really
have a stand-alone bakery. There’s really nowhere nearby
you can find a good variety of freshly baked pastries.”
Aschoff’s culinary pedigree is impressive. After graduating from Northampton, he enrolled at the prestigious
Culinary Institute of America, finishing in 2007. His career

“Owning a business is a lot more complicated than I
thought it would be, but it’s extremely rewarding,” Aschoff
says. “When you work for someone else, it is your job
to make them look good. It’s great to finally get the
recognition directly.”
has taken him to several exclusive restaurants, from Saucon Valley Country Club locally, to the Ritz Carlton Golf Resort in Naples, Fla., and the Biltmore in Miami.
“Owning a business is a lot more complicated than I thought it would be, but it’s extremely rewarding,” Aschoff says. “When you work for someone else, it is your job to make them look good. It’s great to
finally get the recognition directly.”
The café offers birthday and wedding cakes and special event catering. Everything, of course, is
freshly made, Aschoff says.
by Sandy Stahl

Biological Science
2008 Diana Hernandez
and Giancarlo Sanchez ’10
(business administration) were
continued on page 43

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

visit threewaycafe.wordpress.com or call 610-746-1848
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DoNOr prOFiLe

David Vestal

everyone

SHOULD HAVE
A CHANCE
Pass it on! by Sharon Zondag

Among the values David Vestal has inherited from his family are a
love of learning and concern for others. He is shown here with his
parents Leroy and Cynthia Vestal.

DAVID VESTAL’S PASSION

is learning. Learning of all
kinds. So when the World
Cup was played in South
Africa in July, he decided
to make the journey, not
just for the soccer, (also a
lifelong passion), but for
the learning he hoped to
experience on the Waterberg Range at a private
Game Preserve. Four
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days of soccer with the
cacophony of the vuvuzela
stadium horn in the background gave way to the
serenity and the thrill of
the natural world. Living
within the preserve at the
Makweti Safari Lodge,
armed with mace in case a
curious predator wandered
in for morning coffee,
Vestal and his father, Roy,

spent four days exploring
the preserve.
The same quest for
experience and learning
brought Vestal to NCC in
2007. As a recent Moravian College graduate and
VISTA volunteer, he was
more interested in what
he could contribute rather
than a paycheck. Working
in Student Life planning
leadership programs with
the director of student life,
Frank Pologruto, Vestal
learned about NCC by
being here. And what he
learned resonated with
him. At an early orientation
with faculty, he recalls that
he had an immediate sense
that education was their
primary concern.
Vestal’s interest in
the mission of education
comes to him naturally.
His grandfather taught him
from a tender age to seek
knowledge of all kinds,
a lesson he reinforced by
reading the encyclopedia
for fun. While that would
not be everyone’s choice
for leisure reading, Vestal
and his family believe
that no learning is wasted.
Someday it will all be
meaningful.
In 2008, Vestal

decided to honor his
grandfather in the Tribute
Garden on NCC’s main
campus. It seemed an
ideal setting to remember
the love of learning that
came from his family.
The plaque on the tree
planted in memory of his
grandfather reads: “Louis
Rosenbloom — Inspiration of Scholarship and
Integrity and loving grandfather of David Vestal.”
Vestal’s own scholarship has included study at
the University of Rochester, Moravian College and
now West Chester University where he is working
on his master’s degree in
organizational psychology. He is considering
earning a Ph.D. sometime
in the future as he continues to pursue his love of
knowledge and education.
But his plans are not just
for himself. His commitment to NCC springs
from a personal mission.
“It is really important to
be generous and support
colleges you believe in,”
he says. “Our gifts benefit
society as a whole and
come back to affect you.
Everyone should have
the chance.” 

PHOTO BY ADAM ATKINSON

alumni highlight

continued from page 41

married on September 14 at
Monocacy Park in Bethlehem.
Diana is studying for medical

lives in Tobyhanna with his wife,
Shannon, and children: Jonah,
Sebastian and Elijah.
2009 Rachel Yelovich

school entrance exams, and
Giancarlo is finishing up another
associate degree at NCC. They
live in Bethlehem. Both are
graduates of Northampton’s
student leadership program.

Building
Construction

of Hellertown is a customer
service representative at Lutron
Electronics, Inc. in Coopersburg.
She received a bachelor’s degree
from Kutztown University in 2009.

1983 Kevin Shull
of Easton is a senior data
manager at UBM Global
Trade in Easton.

2011 George Kolaronda
of Punta Gorda, Fla., is
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
management from Florida Gulf
Coast University in Fort Myers.

Business
Administration

1991 Shawn Doyle

Business Management

1986 Allen Sandt, Jr.
is a sales consultant/kitchen
designer at Broc Kitchens and
Baths in Allentown. He earned
a bachelor’s degree from
DeSales University. He and his
wife, Tina, live in Whitehall
and have two children, Amanda
and Andrew.
2005 Keith James
of Macungie is the chef/owner
of the Savory Grille restaurant
in Macungie.
2006 Christine Dyche
of Coopersburg is a commercial
lender at TD Bank in Bethlehem.

is a manager of financial reports,
US finance at ConvaTec. He

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

continued on page 46

STEVE
BREWER ’07
Steven Brewer ’07 remembers sitting in a philosophy
class at NCC, listening to a
particularly lively discussion. Students had different opinions, but whose
was correct?
The instructor pointed
out that, in some cases,
there are no right answers.
A classmate then asked, “If
there’s no right answer, why
are we talking about it?”
The professor responded: “It’s more for the journey than the destination.’’
“That really hit home with me,” Brewer said.
It makes perfect sense why that quote has stuck with Brewer.
His journey at Northampton took him where he never expected, to
the opposite side of the career spectrum. He entered intending to
study art, but ended up with a degree in engineering and physics.
Now, he works as a jet propulsion engineer at Triumph Aerospace
Systems, a turbine engine and wind tunnel research and development company in Newport News, Va.
“I started in general studies,” he said. “I loved art, but it didn’t
feel right. So I started taking math classes and business classes to
figure out what to do with my life. That’s when I clicked into science. From there, it was a natural progression. I thought to myself,
‘If I understand this – let me try physics.’”
After receiving his associate degree at Northampton, Brewer
transferred to West Virginia University, where he graduated this
past May with a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering. He
started his job at Triumph in September.
Brewer says he hasn’t had a typical day yet – he’s always doing something different – and the fact that the company is small
allows him to see projects come to fruition, rather than working on
a small part of a job that gets passed off to another department,
never to be seen again. One day, he’s writing reports, the next, he’s
designing jet instrument components. And the next, he’s working on
a wind tunnel model for NASA.
Brewer discovered he had both left-brain and right-brain
strengths, and believes he chose a career where he can use both.
“It’s really cool, I’m not going to lie,” he said of his new position. “It’s a dream job.”
by Sandy Stahl
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DoNOr prOFiLe

George W. Whitehouse

adventures in

ACCOUNTING
Oh, what a life! by Paul Acampora

George Whitehouse on campus with his daughter, Lynn Birney.

GEORGE W. WHITEHOUSE

is not the kind of accountant
you’d find in the movies.
But maybe he should be.
Rather than the adventure-shunning bean counters
that Hollywood likes to
portray, Whitehouse, who
celebrated his 90th birthday
in 2010 by taking a humanitarian trip to Vietnam, is a
globe-trotting World War
II veteran who served on
B-24 and B-26 Army Air
Force bombers.
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“I’ve had some escapades,” he admits.
During a 35-year
career with the Internal Revenue Service,
Whitehouse led the IRS
Bethlehem office, where his
teams were responsible for
auditing local companies
such as Bethlehem Steel,
Air Products and Mack
Trucks. That Lehigh Valley
experience led to a series
of assignments around the
world. “It started in 1963,

when our government sent
me to Japan to audit steelmakers accused of selling
steel for less abroad than
at home. That’s known
as ‘dumping,’” explains
Whitehouse, who is a
natural teacher. “The Japanese government denied it,
but their steelmakers’ books
didn’t lie.”
After that, Whitehouse
accepted assignments implementing tax reforms for
countries including Egypt,
the Bahamas and Vietnam.
“The U.S. Agency for
International Development
‘borrowed’ me from the
IRS in 1974 to assist the
South Vietnamese in building their own tax system,”
he recalls. By April 1975,
however, Vietnamese taxes
were no longer Whitehouse’s top priority. “Those
last days in Vietnam were
chaos. You could hear small
arms fire all night. We had
no idea how we were going
to get out of there.” Fortunately, a last-minute seat
on a flight to Bangkok provided a way back home.
During those years,
Whitehouse also made
time to join a pioneering
group of faculty as an accounting professor for the
newly opened Northampton

Community College. “The
community college made
good sense back then, and
it makes good sense now. A
great education for a great
price — how can you beat
that?,” he asks.
Today, Whitehouse
remains active and busy. As
a local AARP volunteer, he
trains others to help people
file their tax returns. With
his sons, who are both
Vietnam veterans, he is an
active supporter of “Project
Renew,” a Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund effort
that assists Vietnamese citizens and communities still
facing effects from the war.
To honor his years of
service, his children created
the George W. Whitehouse
Endowed Scholarship Fund
as a surprise 90th birthday
present for their dad. The
scholarship, which Whitehouse now supports with
gifts of his own, helps U.S.
military veterans who are
Northampton Community
College students.
“Almost every
member of our family
has done coursework at
Northampton at one time or
another,” says Whitehouse.
“I am very proud that we
are giving somebody else
a chance.”

PHOTO BY ADAM ATKINSON

alumni highlight

BETH ARCURY ’75
Beth Arcury ’75 found her career in an orthodontist’s chair.
“I became interested in dental hygiene when I had braces put on
my teeth by Dr. Arnold Cook [of Bethlehem] when I was 16 years old,”
she said. “He would tell me that the world needs more dental hygienists. I owe it all to ‘Dr. Arnold.’”
Arcury, who calls dental hygiene her passion, has worked for the
Northampton Area School District since 1994, after spending two decades in private practice. She believes a school setting gives her the
opportunity to make her biggest impact on oral health, not only for the
children she sees, but their families.
“In the school setting, I have seen some of the very worst teeth
that one could imagine. It breaks my heart to see a 6-year-old with ‘bombed out’ teeth to the gumline or
the pain of multiple abscesses. This should not happen today,” she said. “We have the means to prevent
cavities; however, if a child has no access to dental care, it is a losing battle.”
Arcury, who lives in Nazareth with her husband, Frank, travels to every school in her district throughout each month, and she’s grateful for the ability to make her own schedule – and the unpredictability of it
all. “Every day is a new and exciting adventure in dental health, whether it’s a kindergarten student losing
their first tooth or a high school student’s wisdom tooth erupting,” she says.
During the first half of the year, she performs dental inspections on students in selected grades and
sends referral notices home for the family dentist when she notices trouble. Arcury has helped secure
dental insurance for needy families and a network of specialists who will help students when needed.
Education is the primary focus of the second half of the year: she conducts classroom lessons, develops
handouts and helps with health fairs and career nights.
“Education is the key to prevention of dental disease, and schools continue to be the place to
reach all people from all socioeconomic backgrounds,” she said. “For this reason, I maintain my stand
that schools continue to be the best place to reach all children and to educate them on the prevention
of dental disease.”
Arcury has two children: Lauren, 23, an occupational therapist in Maryland; and Scott, 22, who is
majoring in economics at Temple University. After graduating from Northampton, Arcury went on to get a
bachelor’s degree in allied health education and a master’s in public health from East Stroudsburg University.
She credits Northampton for giving her the skills she needs to make a difference in so many lives
each year, and for her demands of perfection from herself and others in the field.
“I must say that when I first started at NCC, I didn’t know what to expect. I was a bit intimidated by
one of the instructors. Just to hear her walk into the dental clinic would make my stomach cringe,” she
said. “I would sit erect, feet on floor, shoes polished, fingernails cut short, uniform pressed neatly, not a
hair out of place. I didn’t know it at the time, but that instructor [Carolyn Harbourt] would be one of the
best! She was tough, but I learned so much from her. It was because of her that I am the dental hygienist
I am today.”
by Sandy Stahl

Log in to Alumni Net and post an alumni note or
send your story to alumni@northampton.edu.
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NCC
+

LIZTECH
=

EDUCATION

WITH
STYLE

Go to www.northampton.
edu/nccliztech to order
online and find local
merchants selling this
limited-edition pin.
This Liztech pin, specially designed for the Northampton
Community College Alumni
Association, reflects the
endeavor, hope, diversity
and success that NCC
is proud to share with past,
present and future students
and with the entire
College community.
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2009 Jacqueline Crouse
of Easton works at the Career
Institute of Technology in Easton.

PETER ’91 AND
LAUREE RASKOVIC ’97

Child
Development

Whenever Peter ’91 and Lauree Raskovic ’97 came back to the Lehigh
Valley from visiting Lauree’s family in Wisconsin, friends always asked
them to bring back some of the region’s famous cheese.
Now, they can do them one better – they can ship them their own.
The couple, who has since relocated to bucolic Green County,
Wisc., with their three children, has been selling cheese under the label Keystone Farms Natural for the past four years.
“We’ve been selling what we believe is the best cheese anywhere,” Peter says proudly.
In a hat tip to their former residence in Pennsylvania (the Keystone state), Peter always knew Keystone Farms would be the perfect name for his family’s farm, which is
located in an area of rolling hills and woodland pastures affectionately called America’s Little Switzerland.
“Keystone Farms was a way, in my heart, to keep a connection with my home state,” he said.
Peter grew up spending time on his grandfather’s dairy farm in Nazareth until it was sold in the late
60s. Since then, he had it in the back of his mind that it would be great to own and operate a farm.
“My husband is always looking at things in a different way,” said Lauree, who grew up three hours
from Keystone Farms. “This was his idea. He is from out east, and he knows you cannot get good cheese
out there. The demand was there, and he saw that.”
Keystone Farms sells a wide variety of cheeses, from creamy swiss to aged-cheddar to fruit-infused
specialties. They are handcrafted in small batches, using only the finest ingredients. The selection varies
throughout the year.
Both husband and wife have jobs outside the farm. Peter teaches automotive technology courses at
Hendricks Center for Automotive Studies, and Lauree, a licensed practical nurse by training, works in her
field, caring for the elderly in a retirement home.
“I love it. I wouldn’t give it up,” Lauree says.
To juggle careers and their farm, they follow a strict blueprint of chores, and the couple’s children:
Michael, 13; Katie, 11; and Lauren, 10, all pitch in. (Peter also has two older children, Nicole, an NCC grad,
and Peter, who is studying culinary arts in Pittsburgh.)
“They all help out on the farm,” Peter said. “The youngest is the most amazing. She will walk up to a
heifer that’s 1,000 pounds and move out of her way, with no fear whatsoever. She just has a way with the
cattle.”
Lauree agrees. “It’s a good place to raise our kids, a good move. The kids love it. It’s a busy, hectic
schedule, but I do believe it’s been good for them. They are bonding while they are working out there together to get things done.”
Currently, the Raskovics are raising 19 all-registered Jersey cows, and hope to have 35 by the end of
the year. Soon, the farm will be ready online as a fully operational dairy milking facility. This will enable
the couple to sell even more cheese products and expand the business with the exclusive Jersey cow milk
it produces.
“It’s such an amazing feeling to see all of our hard work paying off,” Lauree said.
Keystone Farms Natural cheese can be purchased online and in person in Lancaster County at
Stauffers of Kissel Hill. Peter says that should change this year as they are working with a broker and are
hopeful that the cheese will be available at Lehigh Valley grocers later this year.
by Sandy Stahl
visit www.keystonefarmsnatural.com to learn more or to order cheese.
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2010 Heather Corby
of Schuylkill Haven is a teacher
in the toddler room at the
Jerusalem Child Care Center in
Schuylkill Haven.

CIT-Software
2002 Tracy Taylor
of Bethlehem earned a bachelor’s
degree from DeSales University
and is pursuing a master’s degree
at St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia.

Commercial Art
1985 Debbie Rice
of Bath celebrated the grand
opening of her business,
Friendship Framing & Silver
Images, in November. The
company, located at 5963 NorBath Blvd. in Bath, offers a
state-of-the-art workshop with
over 1,000 frame samples for art,
photography, blueprints, sports
jerseys, etc., as well as largescale giclee print production for
photographers and artists.

Computer
Info Systems
2002 Kelly Kroemelbein
of Effort received a master of
business administration at the
Florida Institute of Technology
in April. Previously, she earned
a bachelor’s degree in computer
science/computer security at
East Stroudsburg University.

Culinary Arts
1998 Jennifer George
of Bath and her husband, Allen,
opened The Daily Grind Deli in
Bath this past summer. Jennifer
is a marketing graduate of
Bloomsburg University who later
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enrolled in NCC’s culinary arts
program. Jennifer is active in the
Bath Farmer’s Market and the
Bath Borough Council.

Diagnostic
Medical
Sonography
2009 Jessica (Cowley)
Kapetanakis of Pen Argyl
is a registered diagnostic
medical sonographer (RDMS)
with a specialty in OB/GYN.
She works at the Pocono
Medical Center, serving high-risk
pregnancy patients.

Electronics
Technology
2002 Kelly Mahan
of Allentown is a systems
integrator at Vistacom, Inc.
in Allentown.

Emergency
Services
1995 Anthony Preletz
of Bethlehem has been promoted
to lieutenant at the Bethlehem
Fire Department. He and his
wife, Jayne, are the parents of
a son, Jacob Anthony, who was
born in September.

Engineering
1993 Vincent Facchiano
of Bethlehem is a welding
technology instructor at the
Bethlehem Area VocationalTechnical School. He is
completing his bachelor’s
degree in career and technical
education at Temple University
and continues to take transfer
classes at NCC.

Environmental
Science
1980 Robert Hosking,
Jr. of Northampton earned
a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Colorado
and bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from East Stroudsburg
University.
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Funeral Service
1985 David Eames of
Honey Brook is the owner of
the Labs Funeral Home, Inc. in
Honey Brook.
2005 Jeffrey Hoelzel
is a funeral director for the
Schisler Funeral Home in
Northampton, as well as the
Pennsylvania service representative for Frigid Fluid Company. He
and his wife, Michelle, live in Allentown and have three children:
Timothy, Ryan and Madison.

beHiNd tHE BiLLboARd

matt

DeLADE ’10
University of Colorado (Boulder)

2009 William Reed
of Gratz is a funeral director
at the James A. Reed Funeral
Home in Pillow.
2009 Kristen VanAcker
and Jorge Orellana Anton
of Greeley, were married on
September 25 in Matamoras.
They have one child, Leonora
Scarlett.

General Education
1975 Denise McCall
was recognized as a
Distinguished Honoree at
the American Association
of Fundraising Professionals
Lehigh Valley Chapter’s Award
Breakfast in November.
1984 Roger Ross
Williams is among a select
group of filmmakers chosen
to receive grants from the
Sundance Institute this year.
Funded in part by Cinereach,
Williams’ grant will enable him
to produce a documentary about
“the “new breed of religious
leaders and their American
evangelical counterparts”
who are are working to “save
souls and wage war against
immorality” in Uganda. Williams’
most recent documentary,
“Music by Prudence,” won an
Academy Award for its powerful
continued on page 49

Matt DeLade graduated from Saucon Valley with an interest in architecture, but no real blueprint for his future. So, he decided to enroll at
Northampton to see if the design field was the right place to build his
career. Through his classes, Matt learned more about energy initiatives,
and his interest in Environmental Design took root. After graduating
with an associate degree in architecture, Matt enrolled at the University
of Colorado, where he majors in Environmental Design and minors in
Human Geography (the organization of human activity and spatial patterns and their effect on the world around us). When he finishes in 2014,
Matt looks forward to growing his career at an environmentally focused
architecture firm. 
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The Colahan Family

northampton

DYNASTY

The Colahan Family (l-r): Eileen, Ryan (holding Murphy), Diana, Paul and
Trevor. Front and center: Jameson. (We didn’t think to ask if the dogs
attended puppy kindergarten at NCC, but it’s a possibility.)

YOU’VE PROBABLY SEEN

Trevor Colahan on NCC
billboards… sporting a
hard hat and architectural plans. Now it’s time
for Trevor to share the
limelight with his family
— whose rich history with
the College spans more
than 40 years.
“We grew up with
Northampton,” said Trevor.
“My parents are graduates
and founding members of
the Alumni Association.
My brother, Ryan, and I
were always on campus, at-
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tending events and playing
our days away at Horizons
for Youth.”
So, when it came to
college selection for Trevor
and Ryan, was Northampton a shoe-in?
“For Trevor, the decision to start here was easy,”
said his mother, Eileen.
“Ryan, however, needed to
be convinced.”
As Trevor researched
transfer colleges, Ryan
quickly came around. “He
saw that Trevor was well
received as a Northamp-

ton engineering transfer,”
Eileen continued. “It
opened doors that would be
harder to move if he’d tried
right out of high school.”
And open doors it
did. After graduating from
Northampton, Trevor
transferred to his mother’s
second alma mater, Lehigh
University, where he earned
his B.S. in engineering.
He accepted a position
with FLSmidth and enrolled in Lehigh’s MBA
program. “But not before
I returned to Northampton
for a degree in business administration,” said Trevor.
“It provided the required
prerequisites and a stronger
base in the business world.”
As for Ryan — the
family tradition continued
at Northampton and led far
further away than even his
father’s transfer college,
the University of Dayton.
This time a Colahan would
make their mark … in the
hallowed halls of Notre
Dame.
Ryan earned a B.S. in
computer engineering, and
quickly landed a position
with Lockheed Martin. He
continued his education at
the University of Pennsylvania, earning an M.S. in
systems engineering.
And though he
never crossed paths with
his brother, he was a

Northampton classmate
of his future sister-in-law,
Diana Rodebaugh. Like
her husband, Trevor, Diana
chose Lehigh University as
her transfer college, where
she earned her degree in
economics.
“The College played
a major role in all of our
lives,” said Eileen. “Actually, it still does. We’ve taken
scores of classes since we
graduated — some professionally oriented, some just
for fun. It’s been so positive
for all of us.” 
by Sharon Tercha
Paul Colahan ‘72
Education: A.A. in business administration
(NCC), specialized diplomas in mechanical
systems maintenance, electrical systems
maintenance (NCC), B.S. in business administration (University of Dayton). Current
position: Senior electrical/project buyer
at FLSmidth. Past president - NCC Alumni
Association.
Eileen Colahan ‘72
Education: A.A. in business administration
(NCC), B.S. in business administration
(Lehigh University), MBA in management
and marketing (Wilkes University). Current
position: Materials management specialist,
Bristol-Myers Squibb.
Trevor Colahan ‘00
Education: A.S. in engineering (NCC), B.S.
in mechanical engineering (Lehigh University), pursuing MBA at Lehigh University.
Current position: Mechanical engineer at
FLSmidth.
Ryan Colahan ‘02
Education: A.S. in engineering (NCC), B.S.
in computer engineering (University of
Notre Dame), M.S. in systems engineering
(University of Pennsylvania). Current position: Engineer at Lockheed Martin.
Diana Rodebaugh Colahan ‘02
Education: A.A. in business administration
(NCC), B.S. in economics (Lehigh University). Current position: Client services
director for Harbor Lights Financial Group
and NexGen Payroll.
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depiction of a talented young
African woman who battled
poverty and stereotypes about
people with disabilities.

General Studies
2008 Gardenia Dargon
of East Stroudsburg is an
executive assistant at Celgene
Corporation in Summit, N.J.
2009 Jennifer Cimera
of Bethlehem is majoring in
secondary education with a
concentration in biology at Cedar
Crest College.
2009 Kevin Montilone
of Phillipsburg, N.J., is an
administrative safety and
training coordinator at Custom
Alloy Corporation.

Journalism
2001 Russel Higgins
of Easton is a senior contract
specialist at Olympus America,
Inc. in Center Valley.

Library Assistant
1978 Scherlene Schatz
of Bethlehem is a project
manager and consultant for
the New Jersey State Library
in Trenton, N.J. She received
a bachelor’s degree from
Muhlenberg College and an
MLS from Syracuse University.
2004 Rosemary Matthews
of Easton works at Sanofi
Pasteur in Swiftwater.

Medical
Administrative
Assistant
2007 Benita Schafer
of Parsons is a certified
surgical technician for the
Aureus Medical Group. She
has three children: Christine,
Raymond and Robert.
continued on page 51
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LISA NANAKORN ’88
Nearly 10 years ago, Lisa Nanakorn ’88 made a bold move.
After vacationing in sunny Los Angeles, she came back to her
home in Pennsylvania, which was being pelted with freezing rain and
took it as a sign.
“I immediately started packing,” she says with a laugh. “It was
the greatest leap of faith I’ve ever done.”
While on that California vacation, she found not only her ideal
locale, but her future career. She sold her car, figuring she’d bus
around Los Angeles, and moved into a new west coast apartment
sight unseen. And she immediately fired off a resume to the J. Paul
Getty Museum, a place she felt profoundly connected to when she
visited on her vacation.
It took a year for a position to open up at the Getty, but she
didn’t give up. Finally, she was hired to be a visitor services associate
at the Getty. She has since worked her way up to visitor services lead, working as part of the management team.
“It’s so rewarding,” she said. “I’ve had some character-building jobs in my life, but now I get to
look over the ocean every day — I’m that close to the water. The people are amazing, from all over the
globe. It’s such a happy place to be.”
Nanakorn drives the coast every morning to the Getty’s Malibu location. She has her hand in everything visitor-related, from the call center, to staff schedules, money collection, tickets, special events,
and welcoming guests.
“Nothing makes my heart happier out here than seeing someone in a T-shirt from Pennsylvania,”
she said.
Nanakorn, who studied photography at Northampton, also works as a successful freelance commercial photographer. She credits her NCC instructors for building on her love for the camera.
“I signed up for a class with instructor Tom Short. The first day, I was so intimidated – scared stiff.
But within minutes, something told me this was going to be a lot of fun. He got me hooked. I even found
myself on the dean’s list,” she said.
An image of carrots she took in 1986 while at Northampton still graces her Web site. It inspired a love
of produce photography, a niche she excels at. Her work has been purchased by produce wholesalers,and
large companies such as Naked Juice and Dole. (She says she thinks of Short and another former NCC
instructor, Tom Laudenslager, whenever she sells a photograph of fruits.)
Nanakorn has also exhibited at the Getty as part of the staff’s Underground exhibition. “It is amazing to think that I had something I’ve done hanging at the Getty,” she said. “The exhibition is the most
inspiring works of art – You work with someone every day and then you see something they’ve done. It’s
some of the best art I’ve ever seen.”
Nanakorn has also taken advantage of LA’s mild temperatures to do some walking – in fact, a lot
of walking. The weekend before Thanksgiving, she participated in her second Susan G. Komen 3-Day for
the Cure, a 60-mile walk to raise funds for breast cancer.
“It was the most amazing thing. I definitely got more than what I gave to it. It was three days of
positive energy, with so many people around you,” she said.
Nanakorn trained for nearly a year, building up mileage slowly, while raising funds for the event.
It’s a cause she holds dear because cancer has affected a close family member. She kept a blog during
training, which can be viewed at http://www.the3day.org/goto/Lisa.Nanakorn.
by Sandy Stahl
visit www.nanakornphotography.com
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ANNE COLEMAN ’94
To say that Anne Coleman ’94 likes food is an understatement.
“I am a huge foodie – I think in food nearly all the time,” says the Bethlehem mother
of seven. “I shop for food like most women shop for shoes.”
The culinary arts grad has been a chef of sorts as long as she can remember. (At
the age of 3, she was already climbing onto her kitchen counter, pulling iced tea from the
cabinet and making herself a drink.) Her family was filled with fabulous cooks, and every
gathering was centered around food.
With such passion and drive for all things culinary, it made perfect sense that she was
meant to make a career out of it. But what started as a project for herself and her children
has become larger than even she imagined. The Bethlehem resident (aka Short Order Mom)
and her food blogs are read by people from all over the world, and she has a prestigious spot
on the Disney’s Family.com site, titled “Low-Cost Recipes from a Real Mom.”
“I was frustrated with the lack of stories and lore behind my own family’s recipes and
wanted to create a history and keepsake for my own children and future generations, so
I decided to start chronicling our food story – first on pen and paper, then online through
a blog,” she said. “When I first got the e-mail from Disney asking for writing samples, I
nearly deleted it as spam. I reread it (thankfully!) and when the realization of what they
were asking hit, I had to pull myself together. It was quite the moment at my house.”
She’s not sure how her blog gained such popularity and later caught Disney’s eye, but she suspects the intrigue of having (and feeding) so
many children had something to do with it. “Others see large families as something of a side-show and may think there’s some kind of difference
between us and smaller families,” she said, adding, “We’re the same as any other family, there are just more of us.”
But she knows that her tips for working within a budget can be used by all families, big and small.
“My favorite recipes are simple, straightforward ones with a few good ingredients, all very fresh,” Coleman said. “A simple sautéed chicken
breast with a sauce made in the pan served with freshly steamed veggies is so much more satisfying than most would think. That being said, I’m
very much a mom, and baked goods reign in this household!”
Her favorite tips for quickly and inexpensively feeding a family?
“Planning,” she said. “I make two lists every week: what I have on hand and then the menu. There was one time I kept buying green olives each
week (they’re a favorite here) and somehow wound up with six jars sitting on the shelf. If I’d taken a quick inventory beforehand, it would have saved
us the overage. I also can oftentimes come up with several meals just by checking the freezer and pantry first. It saves time and money.”
Coleman, who describes herself as the best multi-tasker she knows, preps as much as possible for the week ahead. “I separate meats into
smaller and more usable portions, chop onions, celery, etc., and stow in the fridge or freezer for quick meals,” she said.
A lifetime learner, Coleman describes her time at NCC as “heaven.” “Everything I learned at NCC was helpful because my professors were
so thorough and wonderful. They taught beyond basics, and their own passion for food was very evident,” she said. “It was all one of the best
experiences of my life.”
At Northampton, she also learned how to make lemons out of lemonade, so to speak, when her instructor, Chef Duncan Howden, found the
perfect solution after she made her biggest food mishap in memory.
“I was setting up Pullman loaves to rise (the long sandwich style bread we all usually buy at the store) and didn’t have time to weigh the
dough as usual,” she said. “The next day I came in and everyone was chuckling about the gigantic loaf of bread left behind. It turns out it weighed
EIGHT pounds! Chef Duncan, ever
resourceful, had us use it for a catering event; we made the best tea
Coleman’s Blogs: http://cookingwithanne.com, http://www.athousandsoups.com,
sandwiches from that.”
http://family.go.com/food/pkg-low-cost-recipes-from-a-real-mom/ (Disney site)
by Sandy Stahl

On Twitter: @CookingwithAnne, @AThousandSoups, @ShortOrderMom
On Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cooking-with-Anne/315473715483
http://www.facebook.com/pages/A-Thousand-Soups/328922403034
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Medical Office
1995 Dora Vega
of Virginia Beach, Va., recently
accepted a position at VA
Health & Rehab Center in the
customer service/public relations
department.

Radiography
2004 Beth Schrack
of Bangor is a CT technologist
at St. Luke’s Hospital. She
received a bachelor’s degree
from the Florida College of
Health Science and a master’s
degree from the University
of Phoenix. She is pursuing
a doctorate from Nova
Southeastern University in
Fort Lauderdale.

Radio/TV
2000 Robert Brotzman
of Allentown is an engineer
at MLB Network in Secaucus,
N.J. He also has a specialized
diploma in multimedia
from NCC.
2004 Gary Collina
is a retail store manager at
T-Mobile U.S.A., Inc. in Easton.
Gary and his wife, Kellen, live in
Bethlehem and have two children,
Kassidy and Gavin. He also
received an associate degree
in business management at
NCC in 2006.
2006 Kristin Labar
of Pen Argyl is a DJ at CBS
Radio in New York.

Registered Nursing
1972 Debra Getman
of Sellersville is an RN project
coordinator at Quality Insights of
Pennsylvania in King of Prussia.

Secretarial
Science Legal
1978 Sally Jablonski
of Kunkletown is the vice

president and treasurer of the
Visions of Eagles Foundation,
which provides temporary
assistance for those in need in
the Nazareth area. She currently
serves on Northampton’s Alumni
Association Board of Directors.
1989 Diane Bisher
is a paralegal at Newman,
Williams, Mishkin, Corveleyn,
Wolfe, & Fareri Attorneys at
Law in Stroudsburg. She and her
husband, Robert, have a daughter,
Robyn, and live in East Bangor.

Social Work
2001 Kristy Foley

of Owings Mills, Md., is a sales
person for J. Brown Jewelers
in Pikesville, Md. While at NCC,
she lived on campus and enjoyed
spending time with her friends,
Jenn, Amy, Zark and Wes.
She also worked in the fitness
center for three years. Foley
received a bachelor’s degree from
Bloomsburg University.
2009 Caitlin Gallagher
of Athens, Ga., is a program
assistant at the Boys and Girls
Club in Athens. She is pursuing
a bachelor’s degree at the
University of Georgia.

Special Education/
Paraeducation
2009 Lisa Merker
of Bath is a teacher assistant
at the Bethlehem Area
School District.

MemORiam
Elizabeth (Betty) Boyle ’92
died on August 8 after a brief illness. A general studies major at NCC,
she had a variety of interests including singing, gardening, listening
to classical music and genealogy.

Donna Everitt, the friendly morning receptionist at NCC’s Fowler
Family Southside Center, said goodbye on December 5.

Eloise Genther, the former director of the Late Start Update
Class at NCC, passed away on October 17. She was the valedictorian
of her class at Phillipsburg High School in 1934.
Andrew (Andy) L. Herster,
the College’s founding solicitor,
passed away on November 24.
He provided legal counsel to
the College from 1966 until he
retired in 1980. In reflecting on
their work together, Dr. Richard
C. Richardson, Jr., Northampton’s
founding president, says, “Andy
Herster was one of the finest human
beings I have ever known. His
personal integrity, high professional
competence, sense of humor,
positive thinking and unswerving commitment to the community led
everyone to like and trust him. His contributions to the founding years
of Northampton were and remain invaluable.” Andy and Dot, his high
school sweetheart and wife of 70+ years, both considered NCC part
of their family. The feeling was mutual.

Shirley Kulp ’80 died at home on August 21 surrounded by her
family. A graduate of the registered nursing program at NCC, she
worked as an RN prior to retirement.

Ethan Scott Moyer died on November 2 following a car
accident. A graduate of East Stroudsburg High School South, he was
majoring in general studies at NCC. As an organ donor, he helped to
save multiple lives.

Joseph N. Ruggiero ’05 died on October 29 of injuries
sustained in an ATV accident on the set of “Alone Yet Not Alone.” A
football player and Eagle Scout, he majored in education at NCC after
graduating from Pen Argyl High School.

Theatre
2007 Scott Ross
of Pontiac, Mich., received a
bachelor’s degree from East
Stroudsburg University. He is
an electrician at Meadow
Brook Theatre. 

Mary Ann Taylor Walters passed away on November 22. A
former administrator at Community Services for Children, she taught
part-time at NCC. 
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CORRECTIONS
FALL 2010
A headline in the fall issue
of the NCC magazine
asked, “Are you ready for
college math?” The answer
is clearly “yes.” Despite
widely publicized concerns
about a decline in math
and science proficiency
in the United States, NCC
grads may be the exception.
Countless readers alerted us
to typographical errors that
rendered the answers to two
of the questions in the math
quiz incorrect. The quiz was
error-free when provided
by Assistant Professor
of Mathematics Charles
Mathers, but the typesetting
software apparently had
math anxiety and got thrown
off by the exponents. Here
are the questions and
answers as they should
have appeared:

4. Multiply (3x – 2)(x + 1)
a. 3x2 + x – 2
b. 4 x – 1
c. 3x2 – x – 2
d. 3x2 – 5x – 2

5. Compute 3 2 – (2+1)
3
a. 2
b. 3/2
c. 4
d. 5/2
Correct answers to both
questions are “a.”
The editors (both English
majors) regret the errors.

BRIAN UNANGST ’91
Brian Unangst ‘91 has always loved sports, and like
many youths growing up, he played on several different teams.
But, he admits, “I was never really good at any
of them.”
The 1991 Radio/TV graduate found that though he
had a self-described lack of talent on the field, he excelled at talking about sports. And that passion has led
to a rewarding career as a sports anchor and reporter at
Blue Ridge Communications TV 13 in Lehighton.
His talent has recently been recognized with
the highest possible honor in the television industry.
Last fall, the National Academy of Television, Arts &
Sciences awarded Unangst with a 2010 Mid-Atlantic
Region Emmy Award for his work as a sports anchor.
“It was a dream moment,” he says of the win.
Unangst has been nominated a total of seven
times, but previously in different categories. He
said he didn’t get his hopes up after some work he
was especially proud of over the years didn’t produce a win.
“I honestly wasn’t nervous,” he said of his mood during the Philadelphia ceremony. “When
they announced my name, it didn’t sink in until my wife jumped out of her chair. I walked up front
and gave an acceptance speech, then I texted my boss, and she called me right away. She’s been
so supportive. I think she was the happiest of anyone.”
Unangst has worked with the company for 20 years, since his days as a student at Northampton. He originally started on the newspaper side the previous fall, and was sent out to cover local
games. He was told that the television side needed someone, so he jumped at the chance.
Soon, he found himself in front of the camera as an anchor.
“It was a little intimidating. I had to rehearse the script over and over,” he said. “Now I can
just walk on and don’t even think about it.”
While he follows national sports and is an avid professional hockey, baseball, football and
NASCAR fan, he enjoys the opportunity to cover community athletic events.
“I cover high school sports primarily, and I love it. I’m the guy who likes to remember names
and teams, and I reminisce with other coaches. It’s great,” he said. “Our niche is local sports.
People want to see their kids on TV, and it’s so rewarding, because I cover athletes who want to
play for the sake of playing.”
Unangst who lives in East Allen Township with his wife, Heather, and his four daughters, Erin,
Kristen, Katelyn and Allison, is proud that the station has received three Emmys, and all of them are
from the sports department. His coworkers have been ecstatic about his win.
“Everyone wants to see the award, and I’m thrilled if it inspires other people to try to aim for
something like that,” he said.
Unangst says he strongly encourages people to stay local and learn from a hands-on program
like Northampton’s if they want to work in his field.
“I’m proud of my education, and I hope I help others,” he said.
by Sandy Stahl
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Before We Go

reFLEctiON

BECOMING

NATIVE
TO THIS PLACE
Closing thoughts by Mark Harris
I’M NOT SURE WHEN I FIRST

claimed Bethlehem as
a hometown.
For a number of years,
the Christmas City was
simply the quaint town that
my wife, year-old daughter
and I had moved to from
Chicago, the place where
my wife had landed a good
job. But sometime after our
first decade here — a span
that surpassed any I’d ever
spent in a single locale — I
found that when someone
asked me, “So, where
are you from?” my ready
answer wasn’t Chicago
or Savannah or the other
places I’d lived for long
periods, but Bethlehem.
The sheer amount of
time we’d spent in the city
by then helped cement
me and my family to the
area, certainly. Our active
involvement in the life
of Bethlehem did much
more, however, to transform a merely good place
to live into a real home.
As with so many things
in those early years, our
children led the way. We

joined the PTA at the
neighborhood elementary
school, where we ran the
science fair and led poetry
workshops. Theresa took
the girls to story time at
the public library and
worked backstage at
productions of the Pennsylvania Youth Theatre; I
represented their schools
on the district’s parent
advisory committee and
served on the city’s planning commission.
In our own neighborhood, we joined in the
block parties and progressive dinners, the summer
evening porch sits. And
over time, we embraced
the traditions that give
Bethlehem an authenticity other places have to
invent: the Halloween
parade down Main Street,
with those school floats
and marching bands; the
Moravian Vespers service;
the candles in the windows
at Christmas time.
The more we invested,
the more we earned: in
goodwill, in friendships,

and in the countless little
connections to a place
that eventually make it a
home. Although not strictly
“from” here, we’d begun

good for a life — might
also be found much closer
to home. Indeed, the very
viability of our communities — if not the survival of

The more we invested, the
more we earned: in goodwill, in
friendships, and in the countless
little connections to a place that
eventually make it a home.
at that 10-year mark to feel
native to this place. In the
process, we grew to care
about Bethlehem and, like
so many others, dedicated
ourselves in our own small
ways to preserving and
perpetuating the best of it.
We live in a global,
mobile age, in which
we’re told that our better
prospects lie elsewhere, at
some brighter light down
the road. Sometimes that’s
true. But in this final stop
on my own journey, I’ve
also come to see that what’s
good in life — and what’s

this imperiled planet itself
— may depend on nothing
less that our committing to
the ground beneath our own
feet, wherever we happen to
land, and making it home. ◆
About the author:
Mark Harris is a freelance
journalist and the author
of the forthcoming book on
green building, “One Last,
Green Home.”
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DIY
Eager to spruce up your
own home or garden?

Change Service Requested

Northampton Community College
3835 Green Pond Road
Bethlehem, PA 18020-7599

Pick up valuable tips in the following
community education classes at NCC.
Kitchen Remodeling Step-by-Step ❙ March 10
Ponds and Water Gardens ❙ March 15
Landscape Design: Curb Appeal ❙ April 5
Vegetable Gardening for Beginners ❙ April 12
Companion Planting ❙ April 19
Lighting Improvements ❙ April 20
Solar Hot Water ❙ April 26
Color Combinations for Your Garden ❙ April 26
Introduction to Home Energy and Building Science ❙ April 28
Unusual Perennials ❙ May 3
Container Gardening ❙ May 10
Mosaics: Garden Stepping Stone ❙ May 16
Ornamental Grasses ❙ May 17
Shade Gardening ❙ May 24
For more information or to register, go to
www.northampton.edu and click on “Search Courses.”

