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As I come to the close of my second year at
Northampton, I feel like the luckiest man alive. I
feel blessed to lead a college that is clear about
putting the needs of students front and center
when making decisions and proud to lead a
college that has students who are diverse in age,
ethnicity, life experience, preparation and goals.
They keep us grounded in what is truly important.
I wish you could see what I am privileged to
see every day. Here is a sampling:
You would see Katlane Seema, a construction
management major from South Africa. At the
groundbreaking for our new residence hall in
March, Katlane spoke powerfully about her NCC
experience and how our residence halls change
the lives not only of the students who live there,
but the lives of all students by exposing them
to people who come from different backgrounds than their own. She stole the show with her heartfelt
comments, prompting me to come to the podium and say, “Welcome to NCC, where the students always
outshine the rest of us.” Isn’t that how it should be?
You would also see Thoai Luong and John Cronce, two high-spirited students who organized a goodnatured protest about losing this year’s spring break to too many snow days. The time I spent with them
(and their fellow protesters) playing ping pong, volleyball and talking, as I, too, was decked out in flip-flops,
shorts and a T-shirt, proved to be a highlight of the semester. One of the “protesters” even bought me
lunch. The story went viral, receiving national and international attention in media outlets like USA Today,
Huffington Post, Forbes and Fox — all because our students demonstrated resiliency, a sense of humor
and good will about what might have been a contentious issue on other campuses.
You would see our veterans, too. Veterans have been an important part of the NCC community since
NCC’s earliest days. This year, under the direction of Professor of History Mike McGovern, we explored the
significance of veterans’ experiences through a series of programs titled “Off to War and Coming Home:
Historical Perspectives on Military Veterans During and After Their Service, 1946-Present.” I was moved to
tears listening to veterans during several panel discussions and filled with pride as we celebrated Veterans
Day with a moving tribute to our troops.
In April, we were honored to have Wes Moore, a decorated veteran, Rhodes Scholar and author, as the
final speaker in the National Endowment for the Humanities series. In an impassioned address, he urged
us to focus on making a difference with our lives. Equally inspiring was student Qaydir Jones’ heartfelt
introduction of Wes. Qaydir came to NCC two years ago to escape the violence of his own Philadelphia
neighborhood. The road has not been easy, but he is determined to show his younger brother a path to a
better future and will be transferring to Wilmington University next year to continue pursuing his dreams.
If we ever needed a reminder of the important work NCC does, Qaydir provides it.
In this magazine you will read about some of the veterans who are finding their own paths forward
at NCC. In the process, they are teaching us important lessons about life, duty and persistence. It is a
privilege to have them on our campus. ◆
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hello,
SUMMER!

You never know what you’ll see on campus in the summer. Robots, pirates, astronauts, ballerinas
and super heroes look forward to the Horizons for Youth program each year. Today’s robots may be
tomorrow’s engineers. Lifelong learning starts young.

Once again, the

campus is overrun with
the astrophysicists, artists,
entrepreneurs and sports stars
of tomorrow as Northampton
Community College’s Horizons
for Youth Program makes
summer fun and educational
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for thousands of schoolchildren
who can’t wait for the Horizons
catalog to arrive each spring.
The sky’s the limit when it
comes to choices. Or maybe not.
Rocketry puts that to the test.
Kindergarteners can go on a bear
hunt. Second-graders can channel

their inner Ben Franklin or Betsy
Ross, living life as it was lived
in colonial days. Robots rule in
the Robot Academy, and kids get
to eat what they make in “Kids
Cooking” classes.
Starting on July 7,
“Imagination U” will be in

session at the Fowler Family
Southside Center. Kids will be
dancing, drawing, constructing
machines with Legos, creating
stop-action animation films
and building their own musical
instruments.
And on the new (yes, new!)
Monroe Campus, kids can “go
wild,” sew crafts, build bridges or
learn how to fence.
You can find a list of all 600
(yes, 600!) summer courses and
activities for youth in grades K-12
at www.lifelearn.northampton.
edu. If you’re visiting campus,
watch out for flying saucers!
PHOTO BY HUB WILLSON

Not Your Older Sibling’s Classroom

TECHNOLOGY

we’ve

FLIPPED!

Reporter Sara Satullo takes you inside NCC’s new Innovation Lab in this
article reprinted with permission from lehighvalleylive.com

Working in the Innovation Lab makes it easier to collaborate for students in a marketing class taught
by Associate Professor of Business Administration Wendi Achey.

A new classroom

on Northampton Community
College’s Main Campus may
offer a glimpse into the
classroom of the future.
The College’s Innovation Lab
in College Center reimagines
the traditional college computer
lab with touchscreen laptops
for all students and four walls
doubling as projection screens
and blackboards.
Students sit in pods to
encourage collaboration and
so professors can make sure
students are on task. Professors
teach from a high-tech pod that,
with a swipe on an iPad, allows
them to bring what is on their

screen onto students’ screens.
Northampton hopes the
room will serve as a model for
future classroom designs and
will encourage collaboration
and creativity, said instructional
technologist Joseph Scocozza
on a recent tour. It is a prototype
of the best uses seen in other
colleges, he said.
The lab is also open to
professors to hone their skills in
teaching in a flipped classroom
— a practice catching on in
higher education in which
professors record lectures for
students to watch at home.
Class time is then spent getting
more in-depth on topics and

PHOTO BY SUE BEYER - REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION OF LEHIGHVALLEYLIVE.COM

clarifying areas of confusion
for students.
The lab’s teaching station
lowers and raises and features a
document camera to zoom in on
objects. All of the walls can be
written on.
“Literally, we don’t have
a front of the room in this
classroom,” Scocozza said.
Accounting professor
Mansour Farhat, who uses the
flipped classroom model, said
the lecture capture system
allows him to record the entire
class in real time, including the
documents and websites he
pulls up. He then uploads the
class onto YouTube for students

to watch as needed. The videos
actually get views from people
outside the NCC community.
“I am taking my class to the
online students,” Farhat said.
To make sure students watch
lectures before class, he embeds
a simple password in the
YouTube videos and gives a quiz
on the password. Attendance
is actually up, as are student
grades, Farhat said.
NCC Director of Online
Learning Doreen Fisher said 88
percent of the 134 students who
have used the lab reported in
a survey that the lab improved
their learning experience and 56
percent reported better grades.
The college piloted the lab
in the fall and is expanding its
use this spring. NCC plans to
expand the layout to its new
Monroe County campus. The lab
is constantly evolving based on
faculty and student feedback,
Fisher said.
The college predicts the
flipped classroom will play a
major role in higher education,
but it does require a large
amount of training and planning,
said Jeff Focht, vice president
for academic affairs.
That’s why the lab is open for
faculty to test out the technology
as well as host learning
workshops, Scocozza said.
NCC SUMMER 2014 3

EXCELLENCE

It’s What We Do!

After embarking on some ambitious strategic initiatives,
NCC increasingly finds itself attracting national (and
international) attention

100,000 Strong in the Americas

NCC students and faculty will return to Peru to build another
wind turbine this summer.

At the start of the

spring semester, NCC’s president,
Dr. Mark Erickson, and Dr. Manuel
Gonzalez, director of international
programs, were invited to join
4 NCC SUMMER 2014

Vice President Joe Biden and
Secretary of State John Kerry for
an important announcement at the
State Department.
The occasion was the launch

of a new initiative called 100,000
Strong in the Americas, designed to
strengthen international relations
and economic development by
increasing the number of U.S.
students studying in Latin America
and the Caribbean to 100,000 and
the number of students from those
regions studying in the United
States to 100,000 by the year 2020.
Four colleges and universities
were selected as the first U.S. grant
recipients. NCC was one of them.
The others are the University of
Arizona, the University of North
Texas and the University of Rhode
Island. Each is partnering with at
least one college or university in
Latin America or the Caribbean.
Northampton’s partner is the
Universidad Nacional de Trujillo
in Peru.
The grant will enable students
studying science, technology,
engineering and mathematics at
Northampton to participate in a
summer study abroad program
devoted to bringing sustainable
energy systems to a remote
area of Peru.
Students from NCC undertook
a similar project last summer
with guidance from faculty
members Christine Armstrong

and Dan Philipps. It is expected
that the expansion of the program
may provide a model for other
community colleges looking to
enrich the educational experience
of science, technology, engineering
and mathematics students
and to provide them with more
international experiences.
“This has the potential to
be life-changing for students,”
Erickson said. “It aligns perfectly
with our strategic priorities in that
it fosters sustainabilty, enhances
service learning and promotes
global engagement. We are
thrilled to have been selected.”
The 100,000 Strong in the
Americas initiative is a joint
endeavor by the U.S. Department
of State, Partners of the Americas
and NAFSA: the Association
of International Educators.
Funding has been provided by
both the public and private
sectors, including the founding
donors Santander Universities,
a Divison of Santander Bank,
the ExxonMobil Foundation,
Contributing Partners of The
Coca-Cola Foundation,
the Freeport-McMoRan Copper
& Gold Foundation, and the
Ford Foundation.

4th in the Nation
The Aspen Prize
Every two years,

Technology has enabled learning in place and learning on the go.

In rankings

released on April 3, Northampton
was rated fourth in the nation
among large community colleges
in advances in the use of
technology. Ratings are based on
a survey done by the Center for
Digital Education to identify and
showcase community colleges
that are providing a high level of
service to their students, faculty
and communities through their
use of information technology.
“Leading in technology” is
one of Northampton’s five areas
of strategic focus. “We know
that students are learning
differently, so harnessing
technology to maximize student
learning is central to our success
and the success of our students,”
says President Erickson. “Our
focus on enhancing infrastructure
and empowering our faculty
to utilize the latest technology
in their classrooms is paying
dividends. The recognition is
gratifying, but there is much more
we want to do.”
The creation of the Innovation
Lab, described on page 2,
garnered significant attention
this past year. The lab is serving
as the model for the College’s
new Monroe Campus, which
will incorporate cutting-edge
technology, including digital
signage, video walls, interactive
projectors, tablets and computers
in classrooms and science

PHOTOS NCC STOCK

laboratories, and advanced
networking and wireless
capabilities.
Northampton has been offering classes online since 1999,
expanding students’ access to
education. In addition to providing
141 courses and 26 degree programs online, the College makes
many student services available
online, including registration,
career planning and study skills.
Students can register for
classes, contact their instructors,
see their grades, check assignments and access financial aid
information on their phones and
other mobile devices. They can
even find their way around the
Main Campus using Google Maps.
In classrooms and labs,
students use technology such
as iPads, interactive response
systems, 3-D printers and
projectors, simulations, laptops
and computers mounted on
articulated arms for accessing
patient information in nursing
and dental hygiene programs.
Dr. Deborah Noble Burak,
NCC’s dean and chief information officer, says Digital Education’s ranking also takes into
account how technology is used
in assessing institutional effectiveness, in decision-making,
in professional development,
in communication, in improving
campus security and in supporting campus operations.

150 of the nation’s 1,000+ public
two-year colleges are invited to
compete for the Aspen Prize for
Community College Excellence
and $1 million in prize funds.
This year, Northampton
Community College is on the list!
The prize recognizes colleges
for exceptional performance in
student learning, certificate and
degree completion, employment
and earnings, and high levels of
access and success for minority
and low-income students.
Colleges are chosen to apply
based on publicly available data
and student outcomes.
According to Josh Wyner,
executive director of the Aspen
Institute College Excellence Program, the prize competition “is
designed to spotlight the excellent work being done in the most
effective community college” and

to “raise the bar and provide a
road map for community colleges
nationwide.”
“We are ecstatic to be on the
list,” says NCC’s president, Dr.
Mark Erickson. “This is one of
the highest honors a community
college can receive and a tribute
to the work our faculty and staff
have been doing over a number of
years to make sure that students
not only enroll in college, but that
they persist to reach their goals.”
Ten finalists will be named in
the fall. Representatives of The
Aspen Institute will then conduct
site visits prior to announcing a
grand-prize winner and “finalists
with distinction” in early 2015.
The Aspen Prize is funded
by the Bank of America
Charitable Foundation, the Joyce
Foundation, the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation and the Lumina
Foundation. u

Northampton is proud to be ranked as a leader in helping students
reach their educational goals despite the challenges they may
encounter en route to graduation. These faces say it all.
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COMPLETION

Leading by Example

powering through life’s

POTHOLES
Faculty and staff “get real” with students

It’s easy to get discouraged if you’re having trouble scraping
together the money for tuition, your marriage is falling apart,
you get laid off or your health is not the best. Perhaps that’s why
the “On the Road to Northampton” program started by NCC’s
Hispanic Caucus has such an impact. Each year three or four
members of the faculty and staff open up to students about some
of the detours they’ve faced in life, proving that you can power
through life’s potholes. Here’s what this year’s speakers had to say:
Belinda Anderson

was born and raised in
Phillipsburg, N.J., the daughter
of an auto mechanic father
and Japanese/Korean mother.
“There was a lot of prejudice in
Phillipsburg at that time — there
were no Asians.” People often
assumed her mother couldn’t
speak English when she didn’t
answer them. Anderson had to
explain that her mother was deaf
due to a bout of smallpox.
Anderson used reading
as a form of escape, which
led her to want to become a
teacher in spite of her mother’s
disappointment. “She wanted
me to be a doctor or a lawyer.”
She had her life planned out,
happy to be a middle school
teacher until retirement, until a
friend encouraged her to take
a sabbatical to coordinate the
learning center at Kutztown
University. “I fell in love with the
work I did there,” Anderson says.
She discovered she was very
good at helping college students
learn to read better so they
could succeed in other areas of
their education. This led her to
6 NCC SUMMER 2014

pursue her doctorate at Widener,
and eventually to NCC, where
she is an assistant professor
of reading.
Along the way Anderson
experienced a divorce, losing
her house and having to start
all over. “The journey has
made me a stronger person
and a better role model for my
children,” she says.

Wil Melendez was born
in blue-collar Paterson, N.J.,
where it was expected that
he would get a job right out of
high school because “college
was never a choice.” A selfproclaimed “terrible student,”
he says his parents’ divorce and
a move to Pennsylvania in his
senior year of high school caused
him to drop out. “I fulfilled every
one of society’s stereotypes
about people like me,” he says,
“but something in me still
wanted to get that education.”
He took classes “for a long time”
at Lehigh Carbon Community
College and eventually went
on to East Stroudsburg
University, where he failed

his first philosophy course. He
took it again, “because I didn’t
want to have the fail on my
transcript,” and he fell in love
with the subject, going on to
West Chester University for
his master’s in it. Melendez is
now an adjunct professor of
philosophy at NCC and teaches
college success skills.
“It is not necessarily the
brightest who have the most
success,” he tells students. “It’s
those who are most persistent.
If I could do it ... aw, jeez, come
on!” he laughs.

Virginia Gonzalez

was born in Bethlehem in “the
pre-Civil Rights ‘50s,” she says,
“when people had permission to
be racist.” Her father, a worker
at Bethlehem Steel, moved the
family to the north side because
he felt the schools were better.
“I was the only Hispanic kid in
school, and I had low vision that
forced me to wear thick glasses.
I was the one who didn’t get
any valentines or get invited
to birthday parties, the one no
one wanted to play with. I tell

you this not for your pity, but
because those kids did me a
favor — I retreated to music and
books. That allowed me to excel
academically.”
When it came time to go to
college, Gonzalez’ father told
her she could go anywhere
that would accept her, “as
long as I came home to sleep
every night.” She earned her
bachelor’s degree at Moravian
College, just three blocks from
her home. While mentoring
freshmen during her senior
year, she discovered that she
loved counseling. No school
within walking distance offered
a master’s in counseling, so
Gonzalez ended up at Boston
University. “It was OK with my
father, because my dorm had a
house mother,” she laughs. “I
was 23!”
Six weeks after graduation
from Boston University, Gonzalez
was hired at NCC. A second
master’s degree, a doctorate
from Columbia University and 41
years later, Gonzalez still loves
counseling. “I tell students,
‘Always challenge yourself
to the next step, and don’t
compare yourself to anyone else.
Knowledge is power. Nothing
worth obtaining is easy.’”
by Cynthia Tintorri

Food for Thought

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

back to

OUR ROOTS
Dig into Agriculture and the American Identity

Each year the NEH Endowment at NCC, created with a grant
from the National Endowment for the Humanities along with
support from local donors, enables Northampton Community
College to host a yearlong study of a topic significant in
American history or culture.

Next year’s focus
will be Agriculture
and the American
Identity.

“American identity can be richly
explained by an investigation
into our relationship to the
soil,” says Kelly Allen, assistant
professor of English and the

coordinator for the series.
“Many people don’t realize that
during its infancy, the United
States culturally identified itself
through agriculture.”
According to Allen, “The
program will first take a look at
early American agriculturists
(Native Americans, European

ILLUSTRATION BY PATRICIA STANTON, NCC COMMUNICATION DESIGN MAJOR

settlers and westward
expansionists) and how their
relationship with the land set the
course for the country’s vision
and presentation of itself as a
nation. From there, the series
will move into the industrial
revolution; we will see that food
is also being industrialized. The
programming will then focus
on an investigation of the ways
the definitions of freedom and
nationhood have shifted from
the hands of the people to those
of food corporations. As the
relationship between individual
producers and food becomes
more distant, so does control
over freedoms, and national
identity becomes more tenuous.”
Northampton’s East 40
Community Garden will be
utilized as a living learning
environment for NCC students,
students from participating
schools and members of the
community, who will get to
experience agriculture in a
variety of engaging ways over
the course of the year.
“Book discussions, lectures,

activities and workshops will
encompass both social history
and environmental issues in a
way that resonates with our
past, investigates our present
and envisions our future,” says
Dr. Elizabeth Bugaighis, dean
of education and academic
success.
Events will be open to the
public and free of charge. A
schedule of programs will be
posted on NCC’s website by
early fall.
Previous NCC/NEH series
have included “The Meaning
of Freedom”, “The American
Presidency” and “Off to War
and Coming Home: Historical
Perspectives on Veterans
During and After Their
Service, 1945-Present.”
These programs are
offered in partnership with
the Bethlehem Area Public
Library, the Eastern Monroe
Public Library, the Bethlehem
Area School District, Historic
Bethlehem Partnership and the
Monroe Historical Association.
by Myra Saturen
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You Find It Everywhere at NCC

high

spring on the American Heroes
Channel. A recent grad of NCC’s
radio/TV program, Shaud had
a variety of responsibilities for
the show created to present
“awe-inspiring stories of bravery,
solidarity and strength on the
battlefield.”
Roger Ross Williams ’83
appeared on “The Daily Show
with Jon Stewart” in January.
A talented writer, producer and
director, the NCC graduate was
interviewed about his latest
documentary, “God Loves Uganda,” which explores the roots of
homophobia in Uganda.

FIVES!

NCC’s got talent!

INVENTORS



Academic All-Stars

Biological science majors Yoo Kwi Kim (left) and Sean Salmon (striped shirt), business major Sonia Kunz (in
white) and secondary education major Elizabeth Malantonio — shown here with President Erickson — were
honored at a banquet in Harrisburg this spring for academic excellence and leadership. Membership on the AllPennsylvania Academic Team makes them eligible for scholarships to universities in the Pennsylvania state system.

AUTHORS

ACTIVISTS

Margaret Harris, Elizabeth
Lewis, Rahgnar Schick and
Neil Streibig took on — and

Three NCC students were
awarded a grant to create and
implement a series of workshops
to help students juggling parenthood and higher education. A
proposal developed by Dalairis
Amaro, Taylor Harrigan and
Deidra Lamont was one of four
in the country chosen for funding
by the American Association of
University Women. Amaro was
also chosen to attend former
President Bill Clinton’s Global Ini-

met — the challenge of each
writing a 50,000-word novel in
a month during National Novel
Month while enrolled in a
creative writing class taught
by Associate Professor of
English Beth Wheeler.
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tiative University at Arizona State
University. The annual conclave
brings together college students
with promising ideas for making
a difference in education, the
environment and climate change,
peace and human rights, poverty
alleviation or public health.

DOCUMENTARIANS
IN OUR MIDST
Brian Shaud ’13 served as a

production associate for “Against
the Odds,” a series that aired this

Communication design major
Derrick Stanley took first place
in the Da Vinci Science Center’s
“Home of the Future” competition
this spring. In an Interactive Product Design class at NCC, Stanley
came up with an idea for a fabric
that can change color, gradient,
pattern or image with the use of
a stylus. The concept netted him
a GE Café French door refrigerator with hot water dispenser and
a $1,000 cash prize. Patrick
Ward, from the same design
class, was one of two runners-up.
There were 80 contestants.

HEALTHCARE HEROES
Fortunately the story had a happy
ending, but there were some
anxious moments along the way
when NCC sonography students
discovered a rare tumor in a
seemingly healthy young woman
who volunteered for diagnostic
imaging in the College’s sonography lab. The tumor turned out
to be benign. The woman was
grateful the problem was discovered and that it was able to be
treated before it became worse.
Judith Rex, director of
healthcare education in NCC’s
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All-American

Middle blocker Emily Koehler became the first NCC volleyball player
named a National Junior College Athletic Association All-American.

Center for Business & Industry,
was one of 10 individuals honored for “significant impact on
the quality of healthcare in the
region” at a ceremony hosted by
Lehigh Valley Business in April. A
registered nurse who is currently
pursuing her doctorate, Rex has
spearheaded initiatives ranging
from an “Adventures in Health
Care Camp” for young people, to
continuing education programs
for employees of local hospitals,
to training programs for emergency medical personnel.

POETS &
PHILOSOPHERS

top honors in a freshman drawing competition held in memory of Patrick
Kraus, a talented artist who attended NCC in 1985-86. This was the 25th
year of the competition. Six other students won gold and silver awards in
the student division of the ADDYs, the American Advertising Federation’s
equivalent of the Oscars. Congratulations to Natalie Diener, Ashley
Lozada, Douglas Kobrin, Kaitlyn Kovacs, Dolan Kutzman and
Ellen O’Mally.

Meagan Ackerfield, Andrew
Beal, Colton Carlisle, Steven
Deemer, Christian Lusareta,
Leon Manuel, Joshua
Maskornick and Katherine
Passmore joined students

from as far away as Johns
Hopkins University in Maryland
in presenting on topics such as
“Leibniz’s Matrix.” NCC Professor
of Philosophy Harold Weiss
chaired one of the sessions.

TEACHERS
Associate Professor of Computer
Science Kevin Manna has been
named an Expert Level Instructor
by the CISCO Networking
Academy. This distinction is
reserved for the top 10 percent
of instructors globally.

RIGHT MIDDLE PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER ELSTON / RIGHT BOTTOM DOUGLAS BENEDICT



Fans of Professor of English
Javier Ávila can now enjoy his
poems in Spanish and English. The
first dual-language collection of
his work, “Vapor” (Poesía selecta/
Selected Poems) features 120
critically acclaimed poems about
mortality, love and time.
Which college boasted the

largest number of students
to present papers at the
Undergraduate Student Philosophy
Conference held at Moravian
College this spring? NCC!

Artists

Corey Sebring (shown with his drawing), Alexander Counterman,
Eric Kaczynski, Zahir Newton and Ostara Frost Sherman took

Scientists

Beatriz Villar, associate professor of biology, is the co-author of a

research article recently published in the Journal of Plant Biotechnology.
The article describes the genetic transformation of Eucalyptus globulus
using the vascular-specific EgCCR as an alternative to the constitutive
CaMV35S promoter.
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RANK: Staff sergeant E-5,
U.S. Air Force, currently
PaANG - PA Air National Guard

COMPUTER
INFORMATION
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Mark Cuth

THEIR EYES
HAVE SEEN

Student veterans want to fit in but not blend in
By Shannon Sigafoos

The dusty streets of Barwanah, Iraq — a scarred city of 30,000

along the Euphrates River — echo with the sound of U.S. Marine Corps boots on the ground.
Many of the men have been on their feet for hours, working in rotations as they take turns
observing, looking for insurgent-placed improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and interacting
with locals whose homes they are sometimes forced to take refuge in during a firefight. It is
2006, and this is a typical day for Joseph Patishnock of the Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment (2/3) of Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. He is 18 years old and has been a high school
graduate for less than a year. He is responsible for the lives of his brothers in arms, just as
they are responsible for his.
Fast forward to 2014 as Patishnock relaxes in a conference room at NCC’s Monroe Campus
and discusses the ins and outs of his multiple enlistments and deployments. The criminal
justice student is an active reservist and earned the rank of sergeant during his time with the
Golf Company, 2nd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment (2/25) of Dover, N.J. He still keeps his
dark hair close-cropped, but this is the only physical reminder of his time in active duty. He is
bright-eyed and easygoing, but he speaks with authority when the discussion turns to how his
military training carries over to the civilian world.
“All of the training and individual leadership roles I’ve been placed in are identical to what
you do in a regular civilian job. They’re just phrased differently,” says Patishnock. “I was
an infantry squad leader. How can that compare to a business job? Well, it’s intermediate
supervision. I’m a manager. I’m uniquely qualified and tailored to managing people. It doesn’t
matter what the job is because I’ve been told to do things that I was not trained to do.”
If Patishnock sounds like a well-adjusted young man who has avoided becoming part of
the prevailing narrative that gets told time and again about homelessness, drug addiction and
PTSD plaguing veterans, it’s because he is. Patishnock and his fellow student veterans who are
attending both the Main and Monroe campuses have made the transition back to civilian and
student life and, more often than not, are excelling in both areas. Ethical and moral leadership,
dedication and loyalty are examples of the types of skills or characteristics they bring to our
classrooms and to their employers. When newspaper front pages and world news segments
report the negative side effects of military service, it does a tremendous disservice to the
population back on home soil who are continuing to give back to their country.
PHOTO BY JOHN STERLING RUTH
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Helping student veterans succeed is
one of Northampton Community
College’s key initiatives.
“These student veterans took a portion of their lives and committed
it to the service of their country, knowing they were putting themselves
in harm’s way,” says Diana Holva, student veterans services assistant,
club advisor to the Main Campus’ Band of Brothers and former member
of the Navy WAVES (’67-’68). “Some came home just fine and some
didn’t. We need to support the ones who are OK and the ones who might
not be OK as they come here. Society does judge people and we’re not
going to get away from that. But judge people based on a level playing
field and on shared experiences so you’re not using your barometer to
judge someone else,” Holva said.
Several of NCC’s student veterans were forced to deal with this type
of judgment during their time in training or on active duty. Though some
found a great deal of brotherhood and camaraderie in their individual
branches and units, others did not. The experience differed by individual,
but those who dealt with opposition within their own ranks used those
situations to grow as people, to mature and to use the lessons they
learned to remind themselves of how to treat others in the future.
U.S. Coast Guard veteran and radiography student Brian Rodriguez
and criminal justice student and U.S. Army sergeant Olga K. CanonOsorio, 733rd Transportation Company of Reading, Pa., both experienced
power struggles between themselves and their commanding officers.
They didn’t let these circumstances define them as members of the
armed forces. Now, they will not let these circumstances define them
as students.
“I went through months of heartache and pain while dealing with
racism from my CO (commanding officer),” says Rodriguez, who was
stationed in Jones Beach, N.Y. “I know I’m not the only person who
has been through what I’ve been through. I have no regrets and no
shame. If you forgive someone but don’t forget, you’re still latching onto
something negative. I’m all positive, especially now with being back in
the classroom.”
Canon-Osorio also takes a positive attitude. “Sometimes as a woman
in the military, you have people who feel like they own you. If you give
them any pushback about it, then it becomes like a war between you and
them,” she says. “But, do I love it besides all of that? Yes. One person
doesn’t control the rest of your career, and you don’t stop because of that
one person. I want to show other women that everything isn’t that way.
It was a bad experience, but at the same time, it’s not about the person
who put me down. It’s about me. How do I move forward?”
“What comes next?” is the central theme at the heart of student
veterans returning to civilian life and to college. Though it is likely that
we feel inspired to thank them for their service, they are all on a new
mission and their service never ends. Understanding how this group
makes meaning during this transition will help promote openness and
adaptability for veterans moving from a regimented environment toward
developing and establishing a post-military identity.
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“One of the strategies that I always preach to students is the three
Ps: purpose, path and precedent,” says Michael Sparrow, director of
the Learning Center and petty officer first class, U.S. Navy (’93-’00).
“First is identifying your life’s purpose. What do you want to do with
this opportunity? What’s next in your life after the military? The path
portion is identifying how you get from where you are today to your life’s
purpose. Precedent is identifying those who went before you who can
help guide and mentor you through this process.”
Staff Sergeant Christopher DiBella, U.S. Army National Guard,
knows about helping others who are acclimating to the military. After
serving seven years and going through three deployments to Iraq, he
now spends part of his time teaching courses on how to use tanks on
the battlefield. At age 27, DiBella speaks articulately and passionately
about the discipline and responsibility that have been instilled in his life.
Like Patishnock, DiBella acknowledges how key these traits can be in
shaping his roles in life as he moves forward.
“By the time I got out of active duty in 2012, I was a commander in
charge of both a tank and a wingman tank. A lot of people are foreign
to the rank structure of the Army. It’s the same as a corporate job
or being a sales team leader or a floor manager,” says DiBella. “A
supervisor in any job worldwide has the same responsibilities. You’re
training someone to eventually replace you, and you’re caring about
the well-being of the people beneath you.”
“The military instills decision-making skill sets in everyone. Everyone
needs to start from the bottom and work their way up the ranks, whether
you’re in college to earn a degree or working in a civilian job,” echoes
Mark Cuth, computer information technology student and staff sergeant
E-5, U.S. Air Force (currently PaANG - PA Air National Guard). “In most
military branches, a person in their second year is ready to manage and
make decisions. Those decisions, more often than not, are taking the
initiative to help others succeed.”
Helping student veterans succeed is one of Northampton Community
College’s key initiatives. Higher education has often been thought of as
a process where students absorb the culture of their environment while
gaining valuable knowledge and skills. It is also a place where some
students form lifelong bonds through general friendship or networking.
This begs the question, then, of whether student veterans who attend
college after separating from the military put themselves in a position
to better adapt to the civilian world than those who go straight into the
workforce.
Since 2007, student veterans on NCC’s campuses have had a place
to share their commonalities in the form of the Band of Brothers club.
Not all student veterans choose to join the group, but the ones who do
have a weekly designated time to discuss juggling classes, jobs, families
and, sometimes, deployments. They range in age from their 20s to their
50s, so not all of them are still relearning the rules of civilian life after
PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX

RANK: U.S. Army sergeant
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STUDENT

Olga K. Canon-Osorio

years of military structure. With 15 years to use their Post-9/11 GI Bill
benefits, many will take their time graduating.
The Band of Brothers comes together for various initiatives that have
one principle at heart: giving back to the community. The examples of
their outreach are numerous and during any given semester may include
helping collect items for the Victory House, where local homeless
veterans get back on their feet; adopting a picnic grove on Bethlehem’s
Sand Island so that citizens can enjoy the park setting; holding their
annual “Quarters on the Quad” event to benefit the “NCC Tribute to the
Troops Project” and the Lehigh Valley Military Affairs Council (LVMAC);
and helping to build and maintain the Veterans Plaza in the Susan K.
Kubik Tribute Garden on the Main Campus.
This year, many of these veterans will participate in NCC’s 2013-14
humanities theme “Off to War and Coming Home: Historical Perspectives
on Military Veterans During and After Their Service, 1946-Present.” They
look forward to the opportunity that the monthly events provide them
to not only interact with the public, but to tell their stories and listen to
alums tell theirs as well. It is always easier for them to get up and speak
when they know the person next to them is coming from the same place.
“It’s a place for some of them who need that camaraderie. They’ve
spent the last two, four or six years with the same group of people and
have learned to rely on each other one hundred percent,” says Holva.
“The only thing you can be guaranteed is that your friend is going to
be there next to you with the same training and understanding of what
you’re going through.”
“It’s great that there’s a group of vets who share like experiences
with me and just talk about it, and we’re giving back to those who have
given to us for our whole careers,” says DiBella. “Everyone’s experience
is different. I never say that I’m better or less than any other veteran. I
see all of us as completely equal.”
It goes without saying that veterans on college campuses may
not see themselves on completely equal footing with their civilian
peers. There is the perceived pressure of not only having to “catch
up” academically, but also that veterans have shared many uncommon
experiences and are more aware of life’s extreme events than some
of their younger classmates may be. It is for this reason that some are
trying to find ways to bridge the gap and find things in common with
those in the seats next to them.
“It is what a person puts into the learning experience which
will dictate how much knowledge you will be able to apply in other
situations. A challenge for me was learning and trying to understand
some of the I.T. technologies available today versus the technology I
learned even five years ago,” says Cuth. “I learned some techy things
from the traditional students, while polishing up some skills I had from
(being a) nontraditional student. I found it easier and more comfortable
with my interactions.”
Some find it more difficult than others. It is not just an age gap they
may be dealing with; for a few, there is also a communications gap. We
are a society that relies heavily on our ability to use smartphones and
tablet devices to do and say most anything we want. While in training
or on deployment (depending upon their branch and unit), many military
members don’t have that luxury.
Canon-Osorio’s typical schedule during her last deployment to
Afghanistan, for instance, required the balance of a constantly rotating
schedule of flights coming and going. She was focused on getting
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(Top) NCC’s Band of Brothers is recognized around campus for
the contributions its members make to the community; (Middle)
the Band of Brothers and Student Veterans Services Assistant
Diana Holva paid a visit to Ground Zero this past spring; (Bottom)
Band of Brothers members work to clean up the picnic grove they’ve
adopted on Bethlehem’s Sand Island.

equipment on and off of planes and making sure those going out on a
mission had all of their required gear. Mornings, afternoons and days
blended together, and nobody had the capability to walk around with a
phone in their hand all day. The act of verbal communication — which is
sometimes referred to as a “lost art” — was required to get the job done.
“After I came back from my second deployment, I found that to be
frustrating. I was gone for another whole year and I just prefer being able
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RANK: Staff sergeant,
U.S. Army National Guard

COMMUNICATIONS
STUDIES STUDENT

Christopher DiBella

(Top) Christopher DiBella juggles
classes at NCC with family, work
and teaching National Guard
members about the use of tanks
on the battlefield.
Olga Canon-Osorio and Joseph
Patishnock credit Monroe Campus
Band of Brothers club advisor Laura
Shamburger (center) with helping
to guide them through their time
here at NCC.
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to have a conversation with people face to face,” says Canon-Osorio. “It
was hard because of the mentality of some other students, compared
to mine. I can’t watch other people be on their phones because to me,
that’s also disrespecting your teacher. I paid for class and I’m here to get
an education.”
The strong desire to continue learning is what makes student
veterans valuable to a college community and to the classroom. No
matter what branch they served in, they’ve already been trained not
just in skills relating to their particular military assignments, but with
a worldly outlook. They’re focused and determined, and they largely
manage to avoid educational meandering because they’re confident
about what they want the outcome to be.
Patishnock has a transfer plan in place and hopes to acquire the
knowledge he needs to one day work as a corrections or probation
officer. Rodriguez enjoys helping others and can see himself in a health-

(Top) Student veterans and faculty gather to commemorate the
ribbon cutting at NCC’s Veterans Plaza. Left to right (back row):
Michael Sparrow, Mark Cuth, Brian Rodriguez, Aaron Andresen,
Brian Smith; (front row) Darryl Fern, Annie White, Christian
Perez, Diana Holva ’06 (Bottom) Student veterans meet with
Army combat veteran and author Wes Moore prior to Moore’s
NEH keynote speech in April.
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related field. Canon-Osorio’s main priority is becoming a detective. This
is Cuth’s fifth go-round with some form of higher education, and he’d
like to stay on top of technological trends that he can utilize in his line
of work. DiBella is good at speaking in front of people and is considering
a future career in communications. They are representative of what
student veterans have the potential to be, despite any obstacles they
have faced in the past or may still be facing currently.
“There’s a certain maturity and a drive and focus you get from your
time in the military that you’re able to tune out the background noise
and focus on what’s important. I don’t care what you’ve done in the past
academically. What I impress upon every student vet is that they’ve
earned this benefit,” says Sparrow. “The VA didn’t just give you a GI
Bill. You’ve earned this. Picture yourself five or 10 years from now. That
person is counting on you to do the right thing now.”
It can be quite a leap for student veterans to make — going on
humanitarian relief around the globe, where their mission was always
supporting somebody else — to now focusing mostly on themselves. In
a world where bureaucracy and red tape can sometimes stall the aid of
the federal government in financing their education, this particular group
has moved forward, thanks, in large part, to the assistance of NCC’s
staff and faculty.
“The reality is that I have friends who are veterans in other schools
who are lost. Their VA reps don’t take time out,” says DiBella. “NCC
is setting me up for success. I was never one to get good grades in
high school. Here, I’ve made the Dean’s List the last three semesters.
Diana Holva often tells me to call her for help with anything. This school
reflects exactly what I loved about the Army: mentorship. People here
are willing to go out of their way to make sure you make it as something.”
“Laura Shamburger (enrollment services office assistant and
advisor for the Monroe Campus Band of Brothers) became not only an
advisor to me, but also like a second mother,” says Canon-Osorio. “She
helped me figure out what classes I needed and really understands
the lifestyle. I recommended another friend of mine who is a veteran
to come here and talk to her. Within two weeks, she got him situated
with the GI Bill and he said that he wasn’t used to that in other schools
because they don’t prioritize.”
Like any institution striving to offer useful services for student
veterans, NCC is still learning as its veteran population grows. Sparrow
points out that providing individualized academic attention to student
veterans is the key to their academic success. Several of the students
interviewed believe that a space on campus exclusively for veterans
would help to give them a private place to interact, study, work and
invite their peers to organize events with them. Others say that they
would prefer not to be singled out, despite the fact that other colleges
around the country have opened on-campus veteran centers to mostly
positive reviews. A few are also hopeful that resume workshops and job
fairs just for veterans can happen on campus in the future.
The question of “Do we do enough?” is a fine line to walk. As DiBella
says, we must take into consideration, too, that all people in the world
around us are facing their own set of issues. Those who step onto NCC’s
campuses have something that they can offer, and their motivations for
pursuing higher education are much the same as that of even the most
highly decorated military veterans: They want to make something better
of themselves, and they want to make their families proud.
LEFT-PHILIP STEIN / RIGHT-RANDY MONCEAUX
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Brian Rodriguez

“For the longest time, I told myself that college was not for me. I
spent 10 years out of school, and now here I am,” says Rodriguez. “I’m a
family man first. I have three little girls. They come before anybody. But
they are also the reason why I’m thinking about my future.”
Forward-thinking soldiers walk our halls, occupy our classrooms and
aid our community, and they’re really not that different than the rest of
us. What separates them is that they’ve served their country with an
integrity and valor that those of us who have never worn a uniform can’t
fully relate to, but nonetheless, we can educate ourselves about and
continue to respect.
What these student veterans can offer us is much more than just a
story about what Iraq looks like on the other side of the television; they
offer us the perspective that they know that the young adults they are
going to school with are going to be the future of our country one day and
that they need to work with them, not against them. They offer us the
perspective that they have a duty to succeed.
For all of them, failure is not an option — not when they’ve already
come so far and experienced so much just to get here. ◆
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Student veterans and NCC staff came together in April to shoot
a video about their experiences at NCC. From left to right: Diana
Holva, Darryl Fern, Mark Cuth, Aaron Andresen, Annie White,
Brian Smith, Brian Rodriguez, Christian Perez, Michael Sparrow

vimeo.com/northampton/veterans

PHOTOS BY PHILIP STEIN

marching ahead

FROM
AFAR
studying while serving

Joseph Ortega, Jason Trahan and Kenneth Malarik, on the job at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.

Being deployed to a combat zone
sounds like a pretty valid excuse
for putting one’s education on
hold. But for three NCC students
living and working at Bagram Air
Base in Afghanistan, it’s more a
case of “where there’s a will (and
a working computer and Internet
connection), there’s a way.”
The three are with the 365th
Engineer Battalion of the U.S.
Army out of Schuylkill Haven,
Pa. All three took classes this
past spring through NCC’s online
learning program.
PHOTO SUPPLIED

SPC Kenneth Malarik works
at an operations center for
engineer assets. The criminal
justice major decided to take
classes online while deployed
because he “didn’t want to be
at a standstill in my degree
progress. I decided that, even if
it’s just one or two classes, at
least it’s forward progress.”
He finds online classes
frustrating sometimes, both
because there are Internet
blackouts that can last anywhere
from hours to days and because

finding time to get his reading and
writing assignments completed
is difficult, since free time is at a
premium. “I’m getting As in both
my classes, but I always feel like
I can do better,” Malarik says.
He hopes to pursue a bachelor’s
degree after he graduates
from NCC and one day work in
Homeland Security.
PFC Joseph Ortega had never
taken online courses before his
current deployment. “I didn’t
know what to expect, but I
quickly realized it wasn’t too bad,

as long as I managed my time
effectively.” He completed two
of the five classes he has left to
meet graduation requirements for
an associate degree in criminal
justice. Occasionally his 12-hour
shifts, seven days a week, afford
him some quiet time to read or
write papers. And in his off-duty
hours, “It gives me something
to do besides going to the gym,”
he says. Ortega would like to
use his degree to get into law
enforcement and hopes to work
as a K-9 or undercover officer.
Time is also at a premium
for Senior Medic Jason Trahan.
His assignment, managing the
Battalion Aid Station, is a 24/7
operation requiring intense
focus. “We mostly take care of
minor issues like sprains, strains,
bruises and scratches,” he says,
“but we’ve also seen more
serious issues with our soldiers
involving, as we say, ‘life, limb
or eyesight.’”
Finding time to catch up in
his classes is a challenge, but the
sacrifice is worth it to Trahan.
The biological science major has
been deployed before and regrets
“not doing more to further my
goals last time.” He works closely
with a physician assistant at the
aid station and aspires to pursue
an education and career as a PA
when he returns stateside.
The commitment these
soldiers/students show — to
their educations and to the
service of our country —
deserves a salute. ◆
by Cynthia Tintorri
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MAJOR
EXHIBITS
at the Allentown Art
Museum and the
Metropolitan Museum
of Art featured work
associated with two
Northampton Community
College alumni.
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Paul Harryn ’75
Essence of Nature

In “Paul Harryn: Essence of Nature,” the Allentown Art
Museum showcased drawings, paintings, sculptures and
music by a NCC graduate whom the museum praises for
traversing “disciplinary divisions to parallel territories in
philosophy, psychology, history, politics, chemistry and
theology.” Harryn received The Outstanding Alumnus Award
from NCC in 1989 and the President’s Award in 2003. He
describes the College as “an incubator where instructors
encouraged me to dream and showed me how to achieve
my dreams. My career in art started here.” Harryn’s work is
included in more than 500 private, corporate and museum
collections throughout the world.

PHOTOS BY LISA LAKE
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Martin Guitars

Metropolitan Museum of Art

An exhibit that will run through Dec. 7 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art features guitars made
by the great-great-great-grandfather of NCC alumnus Chris Martin ’77. When Chris was only 30
years old, he became CEO of the legendary guitar company that has been the family business
since 1833. Under his leadership, the company has experienced unprecedented sales and
production growth; maintained the exquisite craftsmanship for which Martin guitars are known;
embraced new technologies; expanded the factory to nearly three times its prior size;
and extended the model selection to include guitars affordable to the general public, artist
signature editions and vintage-inspired recreations of historical Martin guitars. A workshop
Chris developed brought guitar aficionados from all over the United States and Canada to NCC
to learn about acoustic guitar design. He has also shared his experience and advice with students
as a commencement speaker and as NCC’s Executive-in-Residence. You can join NCC alumni on
a bus trip to see the exhibit at the Met in October. u

PHOTOS BY ADAM ATKINSON
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notes
Accounting

1978 Gerry Pandaleon,
CPA, CMA, FCPA, of Bethlehem
is the owner of Continuous
Financial Improvement, a
consulting and private-client
CFO-sharing practice focused on
service, retail and manufacturing
companies in the $15 to $150
million range. She is the author
of “How to Sell a Business for
What It’s Really Worth,” which
teaches readers how to get the
most return for the blood, sweat
and tears they’ve invested in
their business.

Business
Administration

2011 Dane Janas of
Hellertown is a staff tax
accountant at Reinsel, Kuntz,
Lesher, CPA in Wyomissing.

Business
Management

1993 Tom Gasparetti
of Easton began his new job for
FMC Corporation, a diversified
chemical manufacturing
company headquartered in
Philadelphia. He started on Oct.
1 in the Corporate Engineering
Services area in Ewing, N.J.

Chemical
Technology

2007 Elizabeth Purcell
of Athens, Ala., works at CVS
Pharmacy in Huntsville.

CIT-Software

2003 Dominic Viti
of Easton is a helpdesk
technician at Concannon,
Miller & Co. in Bethlehem.

Criminal Justice

2011 Alfred Jah
Johnson of Tobyhanna

graduated from West Chester
University in May of 2013 with
a master’s degree in criminal
justice. His research focused on
the exclusionary rule. He has
been accepted into the Prince
George County Police Academy
in Maryland to train as a sworn
police officer. He extends his
thanks to Professor Vertel
Martin “for giving me such a
solid foundation in the area of
criminal justice. You will never
understand the extent of your
influence as I went through
the process of being hired by a
police/correctional department.
Your kind is worth holding onto.”
2012 Jose Ortiz
of Bethlehem has graduated
from Moravian College, where
he majored in sociology. He has
been accepted into Drexel Law
School’s Fast Forward program,
which allows him to earn a J.D.
degree in two years instead
of three. He wrote to Mardi
Closson, NCC’s vice president
of student affairs, to say, “I just
want you to know that none of

Alumni Share Their Stories

this would have been possible
without the help of amazing
people like yourself at NCC,
organizations like Phi Theta
Kappa, caring professors across
campus and generous donors like
NCC’s Foundation Board.”

Education

1973 Mary Futcher
of Washington, D.C., and
Bethlehem is a trial attorney in
the Counter Terrorism Section
at the U.S. Department of
Justice. She recently returned
from a one-year assignment
with the U.S. military in
Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Futcher was a former assistant
district attorney in Philadelphia
and a former assistant U.S.
attorney in New Jersey and
Allentown. She earned her
law degree in 1985.

General Studies

1995 Dr. Melissa
Starace of Easton was
named Professional of the Year
by the Council for Advancement
and Support of Education
(CASE) at the District II
conference in Baltimore, Md., in
February. Starace served as the
alumni director at NCC for eight
years. She is now the associate
vice president for alumni,
annual fund and advancement
services at the University of
Scranton.

Keep us posted! Send your story and photos to alumni@northampton.edu or
submit at www.northampton.edu/alumniupdate.
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2010 Nicholas Rolland
is an instructional technologist at
DeSales University. He received
a bachelor’s degree in history
from SUNY-ESC in 2011 and a
master’s degree in secondary

education from Lehigh University
in May 2013. He and his wife,
Jeanette, live in Bethlehem and
have two children, Alysha and
Alexis.
2011 Anastasia Brown
of Point Pleasant, N.J., has
been accepted to NYU Wagner
in New York City. She will
begin her classes in the fall.
She writes to Frank Pologruto,
director of student life, “You
have helped guide me on this
path by being a supportive role
model. Thank you.”

Interior Design

2003 Sherry Payne is
a kitchen and bath specialist
at Cramer’s Home Centers in
Pocono Summit. She and her
husband, Augustus Scott, live in
Swiftwater. Payne spends time
with her grandchildren, Autumn
and Adelyn, doing family things
continued on page 29

JOE SEYDL ’07
Plato, Socrates and … global economics?

t might seem unconventional at first, but Joe Seydl
says that his advanced studies in philosophy have been
the perfect accompaniment to a blossoming career in
economics.
“Much of my success to date, I’d argue, comes
from my ability to combine nitty-gritty quantitative
thinking with big-picture qualitative thinking, the
latter coming directly from my training in philosophy,”
he explained.
Seydl, a Nazareth native who works with renowned global economist
Willem Buiter at Citigroup in Manhattan, has always had an interest in
math. He knew the subject was broad enough to lead him to any number of
careers. An undergraduate class at Lehigh University helped him to narrow
and define his professional ambitions, but an elective class he took at
PHOTOS SUPPLIED

Northampton helped him discover his other scholarly passion.
The fact that the two subjects came together eventually was an unexpected bonus.
“My first college-level philosophy course greatly shaped my subsequent
academic journey,” Seydl said. “The course was taught by Ken Burak, who,
I’m proud to say, is the best philosophy professor I’ve ever had — which is
meaningful considering that I went on to minor in philosophy at Lehigh as
well as earn a master’s degree in economics and philosophy from the London
School of Economics. Ken made philosophy interesting and enjoyable for
me, and I’m not sure if I would have even considered studying the subject
further if it weren’t for him.”
After receiving a bachelor’s degree from Lehigh, Seydl decided he wanted
to do economics research. He landed a job at Wells Fargo, conducting macroeconomic research about trends within the U.S. economy. He enjoyed the
position, but to move up in the ranks, he needed to go to graduate school.
He learned that the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)
offered a rare joint degree in economics and philosophy.
Seydl enrolled in the program with eight other students from all over
the world.
“They made the program that much better,” Seydl explained. “One
of my best learning experiences was discussions and debates with my
peers because we had come from so many backgrounds and cultures. I
came out of the LSE looking at the world differently, especially coming
from America, which has a very individualistic culture. I realized, in certain
respects, we can take it too far, degrading the communal culture that
others share and appreciate.”
After receiving his master’s (with honors) last year, Seydl returned to
the States, hoping to reconnect with many of the friends he missed while in
London. Many of his friends had found their way to New York City. An offer
from Citigroup, located in Manhattan, was too good to pass up.
After a whirlwind move, he is settling in and enjoying his job. “I have a
unique opportunity working as a junior economist under the chief economist
(Willem Buiter), who is very famous in the economics world.”
He is also spending his time discovering the city and all it has to offer.
During his spare time, he volunteers as a mentor for community college
students through a program called New York Needs You, which focuses on
helping high-achieving, low-income, first-generation college students.
“I really enjoy it,” he says. “I know what it’s like to be in their shoes.” ◆
by Sandy Stahl
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The power of a NCC education x 9

Three generations of Tyiesha Hinton’s family are enrolled at NCC.

Tyiesha Hinton & Family
As a 14-year veteran emergency medical

technician with the New York City Fire Department, Tyiesha Hinton
understands the value of team support. In pursuing her education at
NCC, she has built a team of sorts, out of family who have also become
students here.
Hinton decided to go to college as her son, Charles, was graduating
from high school. “I had always told him how important a college
education is, even though I had done a lot without one. I wanted to be an
example to him.” Mother and son enrolled at NCC and took their first class,
English 101, together.
Sparked by Hinton’s example and her excitement about NCC and its
programs, Hinton’s sister, Yedaiah, joined up. It wasn’t long before Hinton’s
mother, Wanda, and brother, Jonathan, decided they, too, wanted to take
classes at NCC. Soon Hinton’s Aunt Shamelle and cousins, Mike and
Chris, enrolled. Hinton’s daughter, Jana, is even a NCC student — in the
kindergarten program at Reibman Hall Children’s Center.
“We all try to synchronize our classes so the times coincide,” Hinton
says. “When we can, we carpool from Easton together in a big red van —
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we call it our school bus!” she laughs. The group also cuts costs by trading
textbooks with each other.
“I like the analogy of a rope,” Hinton says of the team of family
members/students she has assembled. “When there’s just one thread, it’s
easy to break. But if you have a lot of threads, then you have a rope. That’s
what we are for each other, a rope, a support.”
Besides supporting one another, Hinton and her family also use the
support available at NCC, specifically in the Learning Center. “We really
utilize that — the tutors there are amazing,” she says.
Hinton has big plans for her life after graduation in December. She is a
social work major and will also graduate from the LPN program at Warren
Vocational School in August. Her goal is to pursue a bachelor’s degree in
nursing and dovetail her nursing and social work education in some way.
“NCC has been the beginning of the next chapter of my life. It’s given
me everything I needed to make a complete career change. It’s so much
more than a community college. It will be bittersweet leaving here — it
feels like home.” ◆
by Cynthia Tintorri
PHOTO BY CARLO ACERRA

continued from page 26

like hiking, fishing, picnics and
going to Knoebel’s Park.

Liberal Arts

2006 Phil Joly of Allentown
is the chief engineer at Electric
Lady Studios, the world-famous
studio built by Jimi Hendrix in
New York City. An album on
which he worked as a recording

Library Assistant

1981 Patricia A. Vahey
of Whitehall is back in the
Lehigh Valley after 27 years.
She is now the director of
the Whitehall Township
Public Library.

Medical Billing

2014 Brenda Brearman
of Walnutport works for
Staffmark in Allentown. She has
two children, Scott and Kacie.

Paralegal

2005 Linda I. Morone
Silfies of Jacksonville, Fla.,

engineer swept the Grammys
this past January, receiving
multiple awards, including
Album of the Year and Best
Engineered Album, NonClassical. The album — Daft
Punk’s “Random Access
Memories”— was recorded
at several studios around the
world including Electric Lady
Studios. In 2011 Joly also
received a Grammy plaque for
his engineering work on Kanye
West’s album “My Beautiful
Dark Twisted Fantasy.” Joly
began his college education at
NCC and transferred to SUNYPurchase, where he successfully
auditioned into the studio
production program.

earned a bachelor’s degree in
writing and linguistics from
Georgia Southern University.
Her stories and articles have
been published in many
newspapers, magazines and
literary journals. Her latest
story is included in a memoir
anthology available on Amazon.
She looks forward to having
three books published soon.

Theatre

2008 Katherine Mayk of
Schnecksville has been admitted
to all three graduate programs
that she applied to: Emerson,
NYU and the City College of
New York. Her very proud
mother says, “You rock, honey!
And I think the universe is trying
to tell you that you are on the
right path.” ◆

Alumni Connections

Keep us posted! Send your story and photos to
alumni@northampton.edu or submit at
www.northampton.edu/alumniupdate.

Get Social with Us

Growing Opportunity
The Annual Fund Helps NCC Grow!

With your donation to the Annual Fund,
classrooms and libraries expand, technology
improves, and the opportunity for education
is provided to more students. As the College
thrives, so do our students and the community.
Thank you to the alumni, faculty, staff and
friends who have been helping to grow
opportunity with donations to the Annual Fund!

Give to the Annual Fund today
at www.northampton.edu.

Alumni Network

@WORK

Joseph Biondo ’83

Randy Galiotto ’00

Russel Pacala ’77

Salvatore Verrastro ’77

Spillman Farmer Architects
As alumni success

stories go, this is certainly one
for the books. Spillman Farmer
Architects (SFA) of Bethlehem
is the first firm ever to receive
the Architectural Firm Award
from the American Institute of
Architects (AIA) Pennsylvania
Chapter. It’s also a story of the
power of networking: No less
than 12 NCC graduates and
former students — almost half
of SFA’s total architectural staff
— are employed by the firm. That
number includes principals Joseph
Biondo ’83, Russel Pacala ’77 and
Salvatore Verrastro ’77, as well as
associate Randy Galiotto ’00.
The alumni connection for
Pacala and Verrastro began in
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the architecture program at NCC
and continued through their
further education at Kansas State
University, where they were
roommates. Their careers took
them in separate directions, but by
1990, both found themselves back
in the Lehigh Valley. Verrastro
was working for SFA when Pacala
decided to leave the firm he had
started, Dresden Architects.
“Sal suggested to the SFA
partners that they interview
me for a project architect
position,” Pacala explains.
He is now a partner.
Verrastro and Biondo are the
connections that led to Galiotto
being hired by SFA. “I met Sal
Verrastro at NCC when he was

my adjunct professor. And I
learned about Joe Biondo from
Northampton magazine, in a great
story about how he went through
the NCC program and went on
to win multiple awards for his
work. It was very inspiring to me,”
he says. Galiotto was hired by
SFA after graduating from Drexel
University and has worked there
for 15 years.
Verrastro is proud to have
been able to give back to his
alma mater as an adjunct
instructor for 14 years. “I am
amazed at the quality of students
who graduate from NCC’s
architecture program. At SFA, I’m
able to tap into that resource and
hire many of the graduates who

have helped build our firm into
what it is today.”
Biondo agrees. Of himself and
his fellow alums, he says, “We
all share the same values and
appreciation for the great start
we received from NCC. It has
provided the strong foundation
for our successes.”
Those successes are many:
In addition to the 2013 Firm
Award, they also received a
2013 Citation of Merit Award for
the Lafayette College Arts Plaza
in Easton. Other recent projects
include the ArtsQuest Center
at the former Bethlehem Steel
site and the Sigal Museum
in Easton. ◆
by Cynthia Tintorri
PHOTOS SUPPLIED

BRIAN McELRONE
’05/’06
Pedaling for a cause

or nearly six weeks last fall, Brian McElrone, ’05
and ’06, never knew where he would rest his head for
the night.
If he was lucky, he would find a shed. Sometimes it
was a secluded spot outdoors. Other nights he chose the
relative safety of sleeping under the pale glow of a retail
store’s after-hours lights.
For 43 straight mornings, McElrone began his day the same

way: He consulted a map, mounted his bike and hit the road, pursuing
his dual goals of making it from San Francisco to the Atlantic Ocean and
increasing awareness of melanoma.
The cause resonated with the Northampton grad: His brother, Brendan,
was diagnosed with the dangerous form of skin cancer as a young adult
during what he thought would be a routine skin check. It was news that
shook McElrone to the core.
McElrone’s love of the outdoors and sense of adventure prepared him
well for a cross-country ride. He says he got through the tough parts by
remembering his goal. On average, he covered 100 miles a day, circling back
to finish at his childhood home in Easton after reaching the eastern shores.
Brendan developed a website so his brother could chronicle his journey
through blog posts, as well as fundraise. The site allowed friends and family
to follow McElrone’s progress. Now it serves as a permanent record of daily
details McElrone’s afraid he could someday forget.
The aesthetic beauty of the country, especially the Big Sur area of
California and the Pensacola panhandle, struck McElrone. “I found myself
looking at the ocean way more than I should have,” he said.
Perhaps more importantly, he discovered the kindness of strangers.
“One morning, after I slept in back of a Dollar General store, I met a
man named Joel and his granddaughter. We talked about what I was doing,
and then they left. Later, I was on the road, heading out of town, and I saw
a pickup truck come up from behind. It was Joel,” McElrone said. “He had
spoken to his wife, who insisted that she make me a warm breakfast. They
made me feel so welcome. It was amazing.”
Brendan surprised him in Georgia, joining him for the final 12 days of
the trip. McElrone remembers what it felt like to ride up his street together
when arriving home.
“There was such a sense of accomplishment and relief, and it was all
encompassing. My family lined the street and cheered for me, and some of
them rode the last 16th of a mile with me on their scooters and big wheels,”
he said. “When I got to the house, I just laid on the lawn. The next few days
were a blur.”
He was happy to be home and happy to report that Brendan has had no
recurrence of melanoma. ◆
by Sandy Stahl

 Read about McElrone’s adventures on his website:
http://noma-coast2coast.com/
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MEMORIAM

Roger Dunning

Christian Loch ’05

Joe Rissmiller died on

passed away on Feb. 17 at the
age of 97. Born and raised in
East Stroudsburg, Dunning spent

died on March 14. Loch earned
an associate degree in business
management at NCC.

Dec. 26. A veteran who served
overseas from 2000 to 2007,
Rissmiller was pursuing a degree
in general studies at NCC.

Marjorie E. Parry, ’78
passed away on March 4. She
was able to earn her GED and
then took college classes after
participating in NCC’s adult
literacy program.

Carl Pietrouchie ’86

his entire professional career
serving public school students
and teachers in Monroe County.
He and his wife, Ruth, who
passed away in 2012, were wellloved friends, neighbors and
community leaders. Together,
they created an endowed NCC
scholarship specifically for
residents of Monroe County.
They were also generous
supporters of the new NCC
campus in Monroe County.

died on Dec. 26. A standout in
baseball and basketball at NCC,
Pietrouchie was inducted into
NCC’s Athletic Hall of Fame
in 2009. He studied business
administration at NCC and later
enrolled in the casino training
program and became a dealer at
The Sands Casino Resort.

Theresa Romeo passed
away on Jan. 28. Romeo
worked in the Records Office at

Donna Rossini ’96 died
on Feb. 13. She was a graduate
of the culinary arts program.

Grant Shimer ’06 is alive
and well. As Mark Twain would
say, reports of his death [in the
last issue of the magazine] were
greatly exaggerated. Here’s to
your health, Grant!

Dolores Torcivia ’89,
’92 passed away on March 28.

Thomas Stehman ’72

A scheduling assistant in the
Reibman Hall Children’s Center,

passed away on Jan. 16. He
earned an associate degree in
electronics technology.

Dr. Susan Stadler
died unexpectedly on Jan.
27 while living in Colorado.

she greeted children, parents
and staff as they entered and
departed each day. She held
an associate degree in early
childhood education from
Northampton. u

Sherry Lee Hancik
died on Jan. 15. In addition to
serving as a tutor at NCC, she
hosted old-time radio shows
at the College with her late
husband, Robert.

Patricia Louise Kondor
’76 passed away on Feb. 2. She
was a graduate of NCC’s early
childhood education program.
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its director for 13 years.
Colleagues and former students
remember Stadler fondly as
a “firecracker” who loved her
bikes and her horses and who
was great to work with. In the
words of Professor Emeritus
Norman Roberts, “As showy
and irrepressible as she was, it
was never about her. Students
all knew she was on their side
and advocated fiercely for their
hopes and progress.”

NCC for 14 years. She was a funloving, hard-working friend and
colleague who is deeply missed
by all who knew her.

Stadler launched the veterinary
technician program NCC offers
jointly with Lehigh Carbon
Community College. Under
her leadership, it earned
accreditation from the American
Veterinary Medical Association
in one year. She served as

OPENING THIS SUMMER

Monroe’s New Community College
I’    —   —        .
I’     T.
On 82 lush acres looking out to Camelback Mountain in the center of Monroe County, NCC Monroe is five times
the size of the original Monroe Campus. More important than the buildings is what will go on inside as students
of all ages continue their education, businesses take advantage of training programs that will make them and their
employees more successful, and members of the community find a warm welcome and a smorgasbord of enriching
cultural activities. The new NCC Monroe offers more technology and computer-based programs, expanded art
programs, and will engage and empower the public through a wide array of community education courses.
For a full list of academic programs offered, directions and more information, go online to NCCmonroe.com

Save the date!

community open house
Saturday, Oct. 4

Music, tours, activities for all ages

www.northampton.edu/monroe

NCC Seen
A sampling of snapshots from recent NCC events

 Classical Cuisine:

NCC’s culinary students prepared Middle Eastern fare as part of the
Arabian Nights-themed Classical Cuisine dinner on Feb. 18. (Left)
Steve Sheptak and his wife, Mathilda, enjoyed talking with President
Erickson at the event. (Above) Arif Fazil and Steve Follett, along with
their wives, Donna and Jeanne, even tried to learn some dance steps
from special guest Tahya.

 Chef-in-Residence:

Ernest Servantes, winner of TLC’s reality show “Chopped,”
demonstrated his creative take on Tex-Mex cuisine as part of the
Robert C. Wood Chef-in-Residence program on April 1. At right Steve
Grimes ’72 with his wife, Margaret, along with Craig and Jennifer
Truscott, enjoyed cocktails in the NCC kitchen as part of the event,
as did Mike and Diane Molewski and Bob and Cathy Barrett, above.
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 Networking Events:

 White House Dinner:

(Top) Alumni Board member Brandy
Barbera ’07 mingled with criminal
justice major Kenneth Jimenez at
the Alumni/Student Networking
Event, hosted by Career Services
and Student Life, on the Main
Campus. (Above) In Monroe,
student Jenele Stoddard got to
meet State Rep. Mario Scavello.
(Left) Chris Weiler, president and CEO of the Weiler Corporation, gave
students many helpful tips as the guest speaker in Monroe.

 Tribute Garden:

 Wes Moore:

Former White House Chef John Moeller was the special guest speaker
at this year’s White House Dinner. He’s shown here with Jill and Gerry
Long ’76, ’84 and (above) with the Alumni Board Fundraising Committee
(left to right) Joan Christopher ’91, Cindy Staffieri Workman ’74, Mary
Jane McAteer ’76, Melissa Plantone Recchia ’90, Carol Saeger ’77 and
Marie Sterlein ’83.

Gusty winds didn’t stop the ribbon from being cut at the Tribute
Garden dedication on April 24. Doing the honors were President
Erickson, Band of Brothers president Brian Smith, Karl Stackhouse
and State Rep. Steve Samuelson.

NCC was honored and thrilled to welcome author, veteran and Rhodes
Scholar Wes Moore (second from left) as this year’s NEH speaker. Here he
is pictured with faculty members Mary Zegarski, and Mike McGovern and
Board Chairman Karl Stackhouse (in tan jacket.) ◆
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REFLECTION

Before We Go

an invitation

TO DREAM
Closing thoughts by LaToya Brown ’12

I would like to

take a moment to thank
everyone who was responsible
for this moment. Never in a
million years would I have
imagined standing here as your
commencement speaker, having
sat where the graduates are
seated just a short time ago.
It is truly an honor, and I am so
grateful for the opportunity, so
from the bottom of my heart,
thank you for having me.
When I was first asked
to be your commencement
speaker, I was surprised, to say
the least. As a matter of fact, I
thought I had heard the invitation incorrectly, which led to a
long and awkward pause at the
other end of the phone before I
accepted. I accepted hesitantly
at first because, in my mind, a
commencement speaker was
someone who had reached the
pinnacle of success in life, both
academically and professionally,
both of which are still a work in
progress in my life.
Although I had accepted this
monumental task, I had no idea
what knowledge I would be able
to impart on this year’s graduating class. That was until a
special dean, very near and dear
to me, suggested that I share my
experience, which I decided to
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do, in hopes that it will resonate
with you all here today.
I can describe my
Northampton experience as a
number of things. It was scary
coming back to school as a
nontraditional student, challenging, as I will soon describe
and probably one of the most
rewarding experiences I’ve had
to date. But if I had to sum it up
in one word, I would have to call
it transformative. I say transformative because, looking back, I
can say with certainty that the
woman who walked in those
doors is not the same one who
stands before you today or even
the one who walked across this
stage just a year and a half ago.
When I first came to
Northampton in 2008, I had
recently gone through a number
of personal challenges. I was
a young, single mom who just
had a recent medical scare with
my then-3-year-old daughter. I
was unemployed and relying on
the help of my family to make
ends meet. I had just recently
relocated from Georgia to Pennsylvania after ending a bad relationship. I didn’t have any means
of transportation, and I didn’t
know anyone.
The only thing I did know
was that I was starting over.

Winter Commencement speaker LaToya Brown ’12

I was at a point in my life
where I was looking to achieve
something. I had a yearning to
prove something, to myself if to
no one else. I wanted to prove
that I was not defined by my
previous mistakes. So when I
made up my mind to go back to

school, I was determined, to say
the least. I guess you could say
I had a fire burning within me
to be successful, but alongside
that fire was a fear of failure
that was so strong, it could have
halted my dreams instantly.
In spite of everything going

PHOTO BY RANDY MONCEAUX

on at that time, I walked through
those doors with an end goal in
mind — a goal inspired by my
previous attempt to navigate
the healthcare system for my
daughter. I wanted to become
a registered nurse. I applied for
fall classes and didn’t look back.
That moment was a turning
point for me. I got a job at the
NCC bookstore and was able to
schedule my classes around my
working hours and vice versa. I
went from being a stay-at-home
mom to a working mom and
full-time college student. It was
difficult, to say the least, but I
was able to garner both motivation and support from some
amazing people.
With each semester I gained
confidence that would help me
in the subsequent semester. I
immersed myself in life at NCC,
with both academics and extracurricular activities. I found that
in working toward my goals, I
was also working through my
fear. Achievement became my
therapy. When I finished my first
year with a 4.0 GPA, I thought it
was a fluke because, in my mind,
I wasn’t capable of that.
In spite of my doubt, I
continued to work hard and
it eventually paid off, as I got
accepted to NCC’s competitive
RN program. I was ecstatic!
Little by little, my dreams were
slowly coming into view. I
continued to push forward. I had
tunnel vision, seeing nothing else
but my end goal, and in June
of 2012, I walked across this
very same stage. I don’t think I
exhaled until I did.
What I gained that day was
so much more than a degree.
I gained the experience of
following a dream from conception to fruition, an ability that
I wasn’t even sure I had just

a few semesters prior. I had
finally become a believer in my
own abilities, and with such
belief, came bigger and bolder
aspirations.
I’ll earn my bachelor’s in the
science of nursing next spring
from Villanova University, and I’ll
be sending out graduate school
applications shortly thereafter,
as I pursue my goal of becoming
a nurse practitioner. The old
me never even considered a
master’s degree as an option.
I have the privilege of
working in one of the most
demanding areas of nursing —

for you. Don’t see this day of
completion as a day to stop
dreaming, but as an invitation
to dream bigger and bolder than
ever before. This graduation is
proof of your capabilities.
If I could offer one piece of
advice as you leave here today,
it would be to get comfortable
with being uncomfortable.
Religious author Neale Donald
Walsch once said, “Life begins
at the end of your comfort
zone.” When we stretch
ourselves beyond the border
of what is comfortable for us,
therein lies the greatest oppor-

Believe that you each have
something of substance to offer
the world. Don’t let your fear
deny the world an opportunity to
experience your brilliance.
Whether you know it or not,
Northampton has been transformative for all of you. As you
all sit here today, in your cap
and gown, ready to celebrate
this very special milestone in
your lives, take a moment to
reflect on your time here: the
lessons you’ve learned, the
obstacles you faced and how
you’ve overcome the challenges
you once thought would stop

Northampton holds two commencements each year — one in
January to honor August and December graduates and one in May.
January’s speaker was among the youngest in college history, having
earned her own degree only 18 months earlier. Her stirring message,
grounded in experience and delivered from the heart, brought the
graduates to their feet.

critical care. It’s extremely challenging, but I get the opportunity
to impact people’s lives in a way
I never thought possible. I love
what I do. The old me would’ve
been too afraid to ever work in
to that specialty.
What my Northampton experience has taught me is that you
have more potential than you’re
aware of. The only limiting factor
to what we are capable of doing
is ourselves.
This graduation is the
capstone on your Northampton
academic experience but marks
the beginning of an even greater
journey. Whether you leave here
today and enter the workforce,
transfer to another academic
institution or are undecided,
know that whatever you can
envision can be a possibility

tunities for growth, development and success.
Don’t let doubt and uncertainty stunt your growth. Leave
from here with the passion
and drive to tackle your next
endeavor. Be relentlessly in
pursuit of your own vision of
success, which is unique for
each and every one of you.

your dream in its tracks. Now
bask in the wonder of all you’ve
accomplished. Remember this
moment as you continue on your
journey to your future selves.
You, too, are capable of bringing
dreams to life. Never stop
dreaming. Congratulations to
this year’s winter class. This is
your moment. Enjoy it! u

About Ms. Brown: LaToya Charisse Brown’s academic
accomplishments and leadership earned her many honors as
a student, including NCC’s Freshman Leadership Award,
the Trustee Leadership Award, membership on the AllCommunity College Academic Team and selection as a
Coca-Cola Gold Scholar and a member of the Newman Civic
Fellow Class. She and her husband, LeVaughn Nesbitt, an
NCC graduate who recently completed his bachelor’s degree at
Lehigh University, are raising two children while she works
as a registered nurse at Lehigh Valley Health Network and he
works for a major accounting firm.
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