
 

 
 

Early Childhood Education 
Anecdotal Form 

 
Child’s initials: BF      Observer: BP         Course: EARL 218    
 
Date: ________  Lab # 6    Age group: 3-5 year olds     Center/Room: Hannig   
 
Context/Setting: Dancing to music 
 
Purpose: This form will document your ability to observe and assess children – individually in small groups, or in a large 
group. You are to record the child’s (or group’s) abilities, interests, and needs. This form is an anecdotal record that allows 
the observer to create a narrative picture of children’s development, learning, behaviors, and social interactions. 
(Standards 1 and 3)  

Observation: What were the child’s actions and words? 
 

BF: “Miss D can we listen to my music?” She tips her head to right and slightly shakes her hands as 
she asks the question. 
Miss D: “Of course we can BF.” She puts BF’s CD on. BF smiles, picks up a yellow scarf from a 
basket on the shelf and begins to wave it in the air as she spins around in circles, watching the 
movement of the scarf. Another child joins her with a red scarf.  
BF: “Pretend we are butterflies flying in the air”. She begins to almost glide around the room, her scarf 
trailing behind her. She stops near the table for a moment, bends down, and then continues to “fly like 
a butterfly”. 
 

Assessment: What did you learn about the child’s interests / abilities / needs?  

 
BF seems to like listening to music (brought own CD to share). She seems to like dancing / role play 
with props. She knew where the props were (scarf) and used them to express herself. She initiated a 
role play scenario and invited a friend to join her. She seemed to use gentle movements, waving her 
scarf as well as her arms in the air, representing a butterfly. 
 
Identify and describe child development by connecting to the Trawick-Smith book, state early learning standards, 
and other course books / resources. 
 

She engaged in symbolic play, using make-believe with an object (scarf) and make-believe with 
actions (butterfly). “Preschool children should be given many opportunities to express themselves 
symbolically. Art, drawing, and writing experiences and musical and dramatic activities will enhance 
their symbolic thinking” (Trawick-Smith, 2010). 
  
Identify the specific domain or skill observed: 
 

The specific domains I observed are social (playing with another child), emotional (shared her interest 
with teacher), physical (movement, scarf), and cognitive (symbolic and representation).  
 
How would you assess the child’s skill level: 
 

          Not yet              Emerging              Proficient 
 
Give rationale for the above assessment: 
 

I say emerging because BF seems to have controlled movements with the scarf, she is able to make 
meaning of her use of materials and she also uses pretend play. 



 

 

Extension: What would you do – immediately or in future – to extend child’s learning? 
 

We can go for a walk around the campus, looking for butterflies to observe their movement.  
I can read a nonfiction book about butterflies to extend BF’s interest in the subject. In future, I can 
introduce books about other things that fly, to further support her interest in role play. She will have 
opportunities to represent different “flyers”.  
I can introduce new props (e.g. ribbons fastened to tongue-depressors, feathers) to BF and others. I 
can bring out art supplies and encourage them to make their own props to use in their role play. 
 

Instructor feedback on your next learning goals:  
__ Specific, accurate, detailed, non-judgmental language     4          3          2          0 
__ Professional literacy/communication                                 4          3          2          0 
__ Observation linked to child development and learning      4          3          2          0 
__ Assessment linked to planning of course content             4          3          2          0 
 

                 Key: 
                 4 = Proficient; 3 = Developing; 2 = Emerging; 0 = Not Present  
1 = Not  

 


