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D o you like the cover on this 

issue of Northampton

magazine?  Do you think 

it’s fun and inviting, or do our

Northampton logo-people in the gallery

leave you cold? 

Our cover, and some of the other

illustrations throughout the magazine,

are digital images created by our own

graphic arts students at the college.

The question of whether you like this

cover or not gets to a major thing about

art. Art is universal, but it’s also very

individual. If you, one person out of

30,000 who receive our magazine, think

of Renaissance painting when you say

‘art’, then these cartoony characters

may not fit your definition of art. In

fact, within our own small group of

magazine staff contributors we had

strongly differing opinions on which

design would work best as a cover.

Some preferred classic, while others

wanted fun.

As we planned this issue, we 

talked about how broadly to define ‘art.’

We wanted to include a sampling of

Northampton people — faculty, admin-

istrators, students — who are involved

in the arts in different ways. We started

listing the obvious categories: painting,

music, sculpture; and some personal

profile tie-ins. Faculty member Don

Speith conducts the Lehigh Valley

Chamber Orchestra. Alumnus David

Cerulli’s sculptures grace public 

spaces in New York and around the

Lehigh Valley.

The discussion turned to literature,

then architecture. But what about

graphic arts?  Does an image drawn on

a computer screen deserve the same

respect as one painted on a canvas? Is a

great TV commercial less reflective of

creative genius than a great symphony?

We decided to keep the definition

broad and we realized we can only 

sample the connections Northampton

people have in the arts, not attempt a

comprehensive presentation.

Part of the reason, we realized, is

that art isn’t just what people we call

‘artists’ do. Art is what comes out when

any human person wonders about the

meaning of life. Everybody wonders at

life and we all make art in the process.

Whether it’s the pre-schooler coloring

mommy with crayons, the teenage rock-

er screaming out his angst, or the cor-

porate executive playing the saxophone

for fun. In this sense, we’re all artists.

This doesn’t mean that everything

we do is art. The policy memo from

your boss isn’t art. It doesn’t wonder

about the meaning of life. Soup cans

aren’t art until they’re arranged in a

way that provokes reflection on our

consumer society.

But when you think about it, more

of what we do IS art in some sense

than not.The logo-people may not have

as much to say to us as Mona Lisa does,

but when you’re looking for a simple

image expressing Northampton in the

Arts, classical painters may have less 

to offer than a 21st century student

graphic artist.

— Paul Joly

Our thanks to Northampton student,

Michael Ferrari, for creating the cover image.



FIRST IN TRAINING

NCC has become the first community 
college in Pennsylvania to host an

ACT Workforce Development Center.
The Center expands the training options
the college can offer companies, and
individuals. It provides access to more
than 1,000 professional development
courses. Most courses are online so they
can be completed at students’ conve-
nience from their homes or offices.
Testing is done on a secure site in the
NCC library.

Students who don’t have computers
at home or at work can use a special
computer lab at the college. Because the
center is part of a national network,
companies have the ability to package
courses to create a “corporate university”
to serve employees at multiple locations.

According to NCC’s dean of 
community education, Dr. Paul Pierpoint,
Northampton already provides cus-
tomized training for many businesses
through the Center for Business and
Industry. “Hands-on training is very 

effective,” he explains,“but it isn’t always
practical. The ACT Center and CBI 
complement each other and give clients
more choices.” For a list of courses 
available through the ACT Center, go 
to www.northampton.edu/act.
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I f it seems like everyone you know 
is attending NCC this year, it may

not be an illusion.The total number 
of students enrolled in credit classes
during the fall semester was 6,216.
Full-time equivalent enrollment (a 
calculation based on the number of
credits students take) reached 4,336,
the highest number in the college’s 
history.

Increases spanned all categories:
full-time and part-time students; male
and female students; new, continuing
and re-entry students; minority 
students; county residents and out-of-
county students; students enrolled in
transfer programs and students enrolled
in career programs.

While growth occurred on both

campuses, Monroe led the way with a
surge of 24 percent in full-time 
equivalent enrollment since last fall.
Dr. Matthew Connell, dean of the
Monroe Campus, says that if the gains
continue, the College may soon need 
to think about “an addition to the 
addition” that opened in August of
2000. More than 1,000 students now
take classes at the branch campus.

In terms of academic programs,
those showing the largest gains college-
wide were general studies, computer
information technology, electronics
technology, education and early child-
hood education.

Although the number of full-time
equivalent students has been on the
rise for several years, NCC’s director of

admissions believes that concerns
about the economy may have con-
tributed to the 10 percent jump this
fall. “Students recognize the impor-
tance of a college education in a 
competitive job market,” Carolyn
Holmfelt says.“They are looking for
quality, but they are also looking for
value.They don’t want to incur a 
lot of debt. They know they can get 
a good education here without 
mortgaging their futures unwisely.”

In the wake of September 11,
many students — and their parents —
are also glad they chose a college 
close to home. Holmfelt predicts that
will continue.“It is a trend that is 
being seen across the country,” she
notes.

MEETING 

COMMUNITY NEEDS;

EXPANDING 

STUDENT OPTIONS

Two programs beginning this 
semester, and two announced last

semester, will meet community needs
and/or expand students’ educational and
career options.

Addition of a specialized diploma 
in sonography and an associate’s degree
program in nursing that can be complet-
ed through evening and weekend study
will help address critical shortages in
health care. Transfer agreements with
Kutztown University and with Open
University will make it easier for NCC
graduates to continue their education
after earning an associate’s degree.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics the demand for radiographers is
expected to increase by 29 percent by
the year 2006 while openings for regis-
tered nurses grow by 21 percent. “The
quality of health care for all of us hinges
on attracting good people to those fields

A NEW LOOK FOR 

THE NEW MILLENNIUM

The metamorphosis of the NCC 
campus continues.The South

Campus is taking on a new look as the
application of a handsome brick and
stucco-like facade softens the appear-
ance of the oldest buildings.The 
extra “skin” has practical purposes. It
provides insulation to reduce energy
costs. It will also protect aging and
weatherbeaten exteriors, cutting down
on maintenance costs. In the process 
it creates a far more attractive setting
for learning — and a warmer welcome
for visitors — than the concrete
fortress of old.

The “new NCC” even has trees!
Planted in early November, sargent 
cherry trees now line the walkways
between buildings. Honey locusts, red
maples, and flowering Franklin trees
will make the quad an oasis of green in
the spring. The transformation can also
be seen in the College Center where
the old board room has been replaced
by a handsomely tiled lobby that 
provides a lighter, brighter and more
spacious entrance to the building.

Underfoot — in the tiling — and over-
head — on the wall facing the parking
lot and in a flag that now flies next to
the stars and stripes on the quad — 
the College’s distinctive blue logo
engenders pride not only in the place,
but also in the people that are NCC.

More changes lie ahead as the 
college continues to upgrade existing
buildings and considers plans for a 
student activities center that would
include a new gym, classrooms and
offices for the sport management 
program, and meeting rooms for 
student clubs and organizations.
Several locations are being considered
for the new building, but the most 
likely appears to be behind the 
College Center.

RECORD-SETTING ENROLLMENT

TAKING THE SHOW ON THE ROAD

I t’s not every year that Northampton 
County observes its 250th anniver-

sary. The celebration certainly would 
not have been complete without the
county’s college. Enter the NCC float,
created especially for the occasion by
the college’s student affairs and mainte-
nance staffs. Decorated in the college’s
colors and featuring an eight foot high 

replica of the college’s logo, the 45 foot
trailer highlighted the wide variety of
academic programs offered at NCC. With
instructors from NCC’s truck driving 
program behind the wheel and enthusi-
astic students on board, the float made a
big splash not only in the anniversary
parade but also at Halloween parades
throughout the county.

and training them well,” says Dr.Arthur
Scott, NCC’s vice president and provost.
“NCC has strong programs in both areas.
We’re working closely with area hospitals
to meet their needs.”

New alliances with Kutztown and
with Open University will expand the
growing number of choices available to
students who want to go on to complete
a bachelor’s degree. The agreement with
Kutztown will enable graduates who earn
associate’s degrees in applied science to
transfer up to 80 credits to Kutztown’s
general studies or business administration
programs. An “academic passport”
already ensures smooth transfer of credits
to any university in the state system for
students who earn associate in arts or
associate in science degrees.

The partnership with Open University
will allow NCC graduates interested in
part-time study the opportunity to pur-
sue bachelor’s degrees in a wide variety
of fields through a distance education
program based in the United Kingdom.
More than 200,000 students from around
the world are currently enrolled in Open
University’s undergraduate and degree
programs, accredited in this country by
the Accrediting Commission of the
Distance Education and Training Council.
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NCC’s library has a new name,
a new look and lots of new

technology. More than 300 people
gathered on the fourth floor of the
College Center this fall to celebrate the
completion of a year-long renovation
and expansion project that has not
only brought the latest research tools
to Northampton but also made the
library a more comfortable, quiet and
aesthetically pleasing place to study.

The opening of a new chapter in the
library’s history was heralded with the
turning of a page in a giant book con-
structed for the dedication ceremony.
In announcing that the library was
being named for Paul and Harriett
Mack, long-time supporters of the
College, NCC’s president, Dr. Robert
Kopecek praised the Macks’ generosity
and involvement, describing them as
“go to” people and the library as a “go
to” place. “Over the years hundreds of
thousands of students are going to go
to this place,” he said.

Paul Mack, the retired CEO of Mack
Printing, is in his second term as 

chairman of the NCC
Foundation. He also 
served as chairman of the
Foundation’s 25th anniver-
sary campaign. Harriett is a
dedicated community 
volunteer. Several of their
children have attended
NCC as has one of their
grandchildren. Paul noted
that he and Harriett were
particularly touched to have
the library bear their name
since he was in the printing
business for many years.

In addition to 65,000
books and a wide selection
of periodicals and micro-
films, NCC’s library includes
112 computers for student
use, a media tower
equipped with VCR 
equipment, DVD players, a
large selection of movies and CD-
ROMs, and electronic databases provid-
ing access to thousands of journals.

“Technology is a major part of

libraries today,” according to Olga
Conneen, director of library services at
NCC, but “books are not ready to disap-
pear. The new library blends the two.”

NCC’S NEW “LAUREATES”

NCC does not aspire to be a good 
community college. “Our sights

have always been set higher than that,”
explains the college’s president, Dr.
Robert Kopecek. “Our goal is to be a
world-class institution.” To do that,
Kopecek says, takes a talented faculty
and staff, but it also takes money.
Kopecek credits the college’s 
foundation with giving NCC “a 
margin for excellence.”

At the its annual dinner, held earlier
this winter, the Foundation paid tribute
to individuals, corporations and founda-
tions who have set the pace through
cumulative giving that exceeds $50,000.
Twenty-four qualified for membership in
the newly established Laureate Society.
Their names will be inscribed on a spe-

cial plaque, and each member received a
commemorative sculpture designed by
David Cerulli, an NCC graduate whose
sculptures have won numerous awards
and been exhibited in New York and
Tokyo as well as in the Lehigh Valley.

The Foundation also honored Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Master as the newest 
members of the Cornerstone Society 
and presented Renee Saleh with the
Chairman’s Award for outstanding stew-
ardship of NCC’s scholarship program,
which now ranks as the largest at any
community college in Pennsylvania.

Three new members were welcomed
to the Board: Janet K. Catina, Esquire 
of Hanna,Young, Upright & Catina LLP;
John R. Diamant, vice president of
International Victaulic; and Steve Hovey,
president of Corporate Environments.
They succeed Frederic B. Cort, Fred

Harvey, and Dr. Chester A. Shadler who
were thanked for the contributions that
they have made over the years.

Charter members of the Laureate
Society include:The Adams Foundation;
Air Products & Chemicals, Inc.; the
Arcadia Foundation; Binney & Smith,
Inc.; Sandy & Michael Caruso; the Berte
& Bernie Cohen Foundation; East
Stroudsburg Savings Association
Foundation; First Union Bank; Marlene &
Beall Fowler; Betty & Elmer Gates; the
Hughes Foundation, Inc.; the R.K. Laros
Foundation; Lehigh Valley Hospital;
Eleanor and Cecil Lipkin; Dr.Aaron
Litwak; Lucent Technologies; Harriet &
Paul Mack; PPL Corporation; F.L. Smith;
Fran & Ronald Taylor; the Waldman
Charitable Trust;Wood Dining Services;
and two anonymous donors.

LIBRARY BECOMES A “GO TO” PLACEHe said,
she said

A constellation of interesting speakers

shared their insights and experiences

with NCC students during the fall

semester. Here’s what a few of them

had to say:

Executive-in-Residence 
Damian Braga

Senior Vice President &
General Manager

Aventis-Pasteur US

“Contrary to popular

belief, helping others

achieve success is one of

the best ways to realize

your own goals.”

Cohen Lecturer Tony Brown
PBS Commentator and Author

“We might not have come over on the same

ship, but we are all on the same boat.”

Adam Gussow
Author and harmonica virtuoso

“Blues music was born out of a pain-

inducing relationship in the South, but it also

has helped to heal that relationship.”

William D. Hansen
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education

“We’ve got to try something 

different. We’re losing another

generation when we have 50

percent of students in some 

districts not meeting current

standards.”

Elva Trevino Hart
Author of Barefoot Heart:  Stories of a Migrant Child
“Adversity teaches more than 10 years at a university.”

Jack McCallum
Senior Writer, Sports Illustrated

“Libraries have always been special

places to me. [In them] you sense a

link to the ages, a link to something

important. In disquieting times,

you need those kinds of places.”

Chef-in-Residence 
Neil Murphy

Chef de Cuisine at New
York City’s Park City Café

“It’s really 

important when 

you choose a career

to do something 

you like to do.”

▲

▲

▲

▲

▲

▲

▲

Paul and Harriett Mack
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MARTIN GUITAR 

DESIGN WORKSHOP 

GIVES RARE INSIGHT INTO

GUITAR-MAKING

G uitar lovers, artists and music 
aficionados alike can take 

advantage of a rare opportunity to learn
how to design a guitar in a weeklong
seminar at Northampton next August.
The Martin Guitar design workshop,
August 5-9, will allow participants to tour
C.F. Martin & Company’s world-famous
facilities and learn fundamental design
tips from renowned guitar maker Dale
Unger. Students will create their own
three-dimensional design and have their
work evaluated by a panel of C.F. Martin
& Company staff, including Christian F.
Martin IV.

The best design contest winner will
receive a Martin X Series Guitar, and

other class members receive Backpacker
guitars.

The tuition of $950 includes instruc-
tion, lab time, materials, lunches and an
awards dinner. Registration is limited to
15 students. Housing is available at an
additional charge.

For more information or to register,
call toll-free 1-877-543-0998. Course
code: CALA2066-40.

CLEARING THE AIR

The Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection has

awarded NCC’s Electrotechnology
Applications Center (ETAC) a $300,000
grant to help the state’s printing 
companies reduce emissions that 
contribute to air pollution.

ETAC has already won awards for
assisting other industries in improving
efficiency and meeting environmental

regulations by showing them how 
they can use microwave, infrared, radio
frequency and ultraviolet light to cut
down on the release of volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) during the coating
and drying processes.

According to ETAC’s director, Dr.
Michael Vasilik, the new grant 
will enable the staff to work with 
printing companies to develop ways 
to decrease the release of VOCs by
employing electron beam technology 
in conjunction with recyclable vegetable-
based inks.

ALUMNI DIRECTOR

MOVES ON

I n December Northampton said 
goodbye to alumni and annual fund

director, Brian Leidy, ’88, who has held
the position since 1999. Leidy moved to
Baltimore to begin a new position as

director of finance with the Boy
Scouts of America.

In addition to managing the 
college’s annual development cam-
paign, Leidy compiled Northampton
magazine’s “Alumni Notes” section and
contributed articles profiling alums.
Before coming to Northampton, Leidy
held a development position with the
Boy Scouts of America in the Lehigh
Valley and worked as a legislative
assistant to Pennsylvania
Representative Robert E. Nyce. In
1989 and 1994, Leidy ran unsuccess-
fully for state representative.

ALUMNI AWARD RECIPIENTS

The NCC Alumni Association paid 
tribute to four outstanding 

graduates and two members of the
college staff at the annual Alumni
Awards Mixer this fall. Receiving
awards were (l.-r.) Artist David Cerulli
’74 (Outstanding Professional

Achievement); Marie J. Matyas ’70
(Outstanding Service to NCC);
Bruce A. Palmer ’77, shareholder/
director of Buckno Lisicky and
Company  (President’s Award);
Rebecca Gorton, director of early
childhood education programs at 

NCC (Educator’s Award); Dr.Arthur
Scott, NCC’s vice president and
provost (named an honorary 
alumnus); and Thomas Campanella, Jr.,
executive director of St Anthony’s
Youth Center (Distinguished Service
to the Community).

B Y  J A M E S  L .  J O H N S O N  ’ 8 9

Life without art is like a planet dying from the inside out. Unstable 

elements deep inside the earth churn up such phenomena as earthquakes

and erupting volcanoes.Yet if those dynamics ever were to grind to a halt,

our ecosystem would be in big trouble. For Ira Greenberg, that bit of geological

lore makes a nice metaphor for art.“Artists are like that,” says Greenberg, associate

professor of art at Northampton. “They need to keep creating, or something inside

dies.When I’m unable to make

art, I feel

detached.

I need it to feel

okay, and

I believe the world needs

art to 

feel okay.”

ARTISTS

WITHIN US

ARTISTS

WITHIN US
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beautiful description of its purpose.”

Cerulli, whose medium is sculpture, sees

making art as an act of hope.And he rec-

ognizes a work of art as important even if

it’s only important to a few.“If you’re really

in that groove,” he says,“really reaching

down to your spiritual source to create —

then you’ve got genuine art.”

Ira Greenberg would agree. For him,

making art is a way to get in touch with a

higher power. It is inspired by a faith that

one’s situation can be made better, even 

beautiful. Greenberg draws a clear distinction

between making art and the artwork produced.

“The art-making process is really what I need 

to function,” he says.“The art object is a by-

product of the process.”Art making, he says,

fosters peace and respect for life. Greenberg

believes artists play a crucial role in the suste-

nance of civilization.

Rick Harris, once a professional musician,

and still a singer with a Philadelphia blues and

jazz band, looks on art as the expression of cre-

ativity in any form. Harris, now Northampton’s

director of computer services, is unabashedly

eclectic about art.“I’ve got Picasso’s Guernica

and a picture of Dogs Playing Poker hanging on

opposite walls of my office,” he says.“And I’m

not sure which one I like best.Art is a very per-

sonal thing.The way we react to it is shaped by

our life experiences.”And he adds, smiling,“I

think I like Dogs Playing Poker better.”

Harris also points to the photograph on his

office wall of a young boy, somewhere in Europe

during World War II.The boy has just been given

a pair of shoes by a Red Cross worker. Harris is

Norman Roberts, professor of 

communications and theatre, believes the

performing arts answer the world’s need in

a very immediate way.Actors, he says,

adjust their performance in relationship to

current events, both subliminally and overt-

ly. Roberts notes that our times are ripe for

an ascendancy of the arts. “The insecurity

of September 11,” he says,“makes people

aware of the need for reflection through

art.Theatre has the ability to reflect our

concerns on a small scale, which in turn

reflects humanity on the larger scale.”

It is difficult to deny the importance

of art in our lives; perhaps, as Roberts

notes, now more than ever. But art has

been important since early homo sapiens

painted images on the walls of Cro-Magnon

caves. Nor has the innate drive to create

changed in those nearly 35,000 years.

Surely our protolithic painters tapped the

same wellsprings of inspiration as artists of

today. Stone walls have given way to can-

vasses; methods of art making have been

refined; and over the centuries the very

idea of what art is has changed, and

changed again. But while philosophers of

aesthetics may argue the definition of art,

the core of creating remains the same.

The artist Hans Hoffman said,“The

deeper sense of all art is obviously to hold

the human spirit in a state of rejuvenes-

cence.” For David Cerulli ’74, those words

resonate with meaning.“There’s a spiritual

quality to that statement,” he says.“It is

both an essential definition of art, and a

Photographer Sue LaRose
Starner takes inspiration 
from nature. She helped in
founding Northampton’s
Monroe Campus in
Tannersville, and she continues
to serve as a college trustee.

Graphic images on these

pages were created by 

students in Northampton’s

computer graphics program

using the newest generation digital 

design technology. Our thanks to:
William Bell, Alyssha Chuck, Henry Chung, Ryan

Currier, Damon Emrey, Michael Ferrari, Justin Geist,
Lisa Johnson, Halina Lew, Dannell MacIlwraith,

Jacqueline Miley, Guy Opitz, Sherry Pandelios, Joel
Perez, Lindsey Piscitello, Louise Raia, Billy Reiter,

Sarah Shafer, Ann Slater , Talina Stackhouse, Ann
Marie Young, and Nicholas Zingone.
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A Call to Action
“The show must go on” is the 

prevailing wisdom in theatre.
In the weeks after September 11,

Jean Sidden wasn’t so sure. From
Arizona State University where she is
continuing her education in theatre,
Sidden sent a soul-searching e-mail to
Norman Roberts, head of NCC’s theatre
program:“I think I’ll take a long and
indefinite break,” the NCC alumna
wrote. “So much work, and for what?
That’s now the question. For compli-
ments and to show off. I can’t seem to
see that it accomplishes anything.”

Her mentor implored her not to
give up. “I don’t know what play you
are working on,” he replied,“but it must
connect with September 11. How could
it be a play and not connect?  There is

where you must go.”
Roberts did not

have to look hard to
see the connection
between the show
he was about to
direct at NCC and
the events playing
themselves out on
the world stage. The
decision to open the
2001-02 season with
Oedipus Rex had
been made months
earlier when Roberts
thought a play about
arrogance would be
timely in the wake of the contested
presidential election.

Perhaps it was fate. Oedipus Rex is
a play about arrogance, but it is also a
drama about horrors “too terrible to

think of or to see.” Learning
that you have murdered your
father, married your mother,
and triggered a plague would
be enough to paralyze anyone.

However, like the passen-
gers who tried to overcome
the hijackers on Flight 93, the
rescue workers who risked
their lives searching for sur-
vivors in mountains of smok-
ing rubble, or even the people
in the World Trade Center who

jumped to their death rather than 
waiting to die by fire,“Oedipus remains
our hero because he takes action where
action doesn’t look possible,” Roberts
says. “He doesn’t give up his fight 
with fate.”

In Roberts’ view Oedipus Rex is a
play “about responding to crisis in a
way that makes the world a better place
— a place in which violence doesn’t
beget violence.” In his correspondence
with the student who was struggling to
justify a career in theatre after
September 11, he wrote,“Theatre is
always influenced by the life that swirls
around it. Theatre that doesn’t reflect
our immediate trials is dead theatre
done by dead souls.”

Catharsis
B Y  H E I D I  B R I G H T  B U T L E R

O n Monday, September 10,Tom 
Shillea, director of art programs 

at NCC, gave students in his advanced
digital design class an assignment. By
the time the class met on Wednesday of
that week it seemed “irrelevant.” The
day before thousands of innocent peo-
ple had been slaughtered with no warn-
ing. There was talk of war. There was

terror about when and where terrorists
might strike next. Students were sad.
They were angry. They were fearful.

He scrapped Monday’s assignment
and instead encouraged students to talk
about what had happened. Then he
sent them to their computers.

The results were powerful. These
were art students enrolled in a design
class. “Some students approached the
subject from a pacifistic standpoint.
One incorporated a prayer — like some-
thing you might see in church. Some
students were hawkish. Their message

was ‘Stand strong.’ Others simply asked
‘why?’,” Shillea says.

Artistically the level of the work
was very high. “Half of the designs
could have been used in Time or
Newsweek,” Shillea estimates. “We 
studied what actually ran in those 
publications. In some cases the student
artwork was better.”

Shillea approached college officials
about posting the students’ designs 
on the NCC Web site. To date several
hundred people have visited the 
online “gallery.”

Putting form to their
feelings,“helped students
understand in a different
way what the event was
about,” Shillea said. It
may also have helped
clarify its meaning for
others. “At its best, art
transcends barriers of
language and culture and
taps into the collective
conscience we all share
as human beings.That’s
what these pieces have
done,” he said.

To see the other 
students’ designs, go to
http://www.northamp-
ton.edu/directory.htm
click on Student Art:
Attack on America.

taken by the utter joy in the boy’s face

over that simple pair of shoes.“All of the

trappings we enjoy,” he says,“can not

make anyone as happy as that little

boy.” For Harris, the photograph does

what art should do — it puts things in

perspective.

Photojournalism can indeed be a

powerful medium for art. Carol Guzy

’77, three-time Pulitzer Prize winning

photojournalist for The Washington

Post, reminds us of the camera’s poten-

tial as witness to history. In the hands of

an artist, those historical documents

become poignant reminders of our

shared humanness.“Pictures,” Guzy says,

“inform, enlighten, educate, captivate,

spur governments into action.”And as

all art should, like Harris’ little boy, they

touch our souls.

Artists touch our souls in a thou-

sand ways.The media at their disposal is

virtually without end. One of the

newest forms of visual art, and perhaps

a controversial one, finds its canvas on a

computer. But is digital art really art?

Tom Shillea, director of art programs at

Northampton, has an answer.“Good art

is good art,” he says.“In 1839, when

photography was introduced, Paul

Delaroche, a famous French painter of

the day, remarked that ‘From today,

painting is dead.’Well, Delaroche was

dead wrong! The camera actually liber-

ated painters from a pedantic copying

of nature and forced them into new

forms of expression.”

Carol Guzy would understand that.

She is much aware of the artist behind

the medium. “Remember, they are

merely tools,” she says.“It’s eyes and

minds and hearts, passion and commit-

ment that make the most compelling

images.” David Cerulli also echoes

Shillea’s feelings.“The thing that makes

art is the individual,” he says,“and how

they deal with it.Are they touching

their source when they create that

image? All media has

the potential to

become art.”

Poetry, plays and

film, novels and

short stories are the

medium of the liter-

ary artist. For Julie

Houston, associate

professor of English,

literature, like all art,

is a conscience for
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Student actors Jesse Kalavoda and Ernee Sewell in Oedipus Rex.



society.“It is an opportunity,”

she says,“for people to deep-

en their understanding of

themselves and the world.

And a chance to express the

essence of human under-

standing.” But Randy Boone,

an instructor of English, isn’t

so sure literature serves a

humanitarian function.

“Movies and music and

such,” says Boone,“can serve

much the same function,

much more efficiently. I

think literature’s primary

purpose is escapism.And

that’s as important on the

writer’s end as it is on the

reader’s. I don’t believe 

literature is essential, but it 

is desired.”

When literature is

boiled down to its basic

ingredient though, the two teachers are

nearly of one mind. Boone insists that

literature should make people emote.“It

should not intentionally be an escape

mechanism,” he explains.“It should

always have potential to be disruptive,

to evoke emotion that people have to

figure out how to handle.” Houston

agrees that literature’s art should move

people, both in our emotions and in our

intellect.“[Jorge Luis] Borges said writ-

ing is both “algebra and fire,” she says.

“The best and most enduring writing 

is both.”

Perhaps algebra and fire need to be

present in any art; and in any artist,

whether their relationship to the art is

vocation or avocation.Anne Taylor, direc-

tor of grants and foundation relations,

sings with the Lehigh Choral Union, a

choir that joins Lehigh University to the

community. Like Boone’s writers

immersing themselves in writing for

their own pleasure,Taylor sings to

soothe her soul, her mind and her body.

Music takes her out of herself. But it

also knits her to others.“I also sing to
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Sculpture was not Cerulli’s first medium of choice. His NCC degree is
in commercial art and he also holds a bachelor’s degree in fine arts from
Kutztown University. In a twist on Michelangelo, who believed a sculp-
ture waited for liberation inside his marble, Cerulli found the art of sculp-
ture inside his paintings.“There was a lot going on with conceptual art
and process art in the 70s,” he says.“I was experimenting by opening up
holes to show the wall behind my paintings.To me that was part of the
painting. Once you start violating the surface though, now you're into
three-dimensional stuff.And I thought,‘I’m in sculpture now.’ I knew then
that was my interest. But I still find myself going back and forth between
sculpture and painting.”

Cerulli’s 9 to 5 is with Kennedy Fabrications of New York City, a firm
that crafts detailed scale models from architect’s conceptions. Cerulli
doesn’t find the work difficult, but it does take its toll.“It’s not coming
from my source,” he says,“from deep down, where you create. I’m just
facilitating the architect’s source.” Cerulli constantly works to balance art
making with model making.“The tight deadlines and precision work can
suck all the life out of you.You come home after 10,12, 15 hours and
you're just physically spent.”

Cerulli lives just a few miles from where the World Trade Center
stood before September 11. Like the rest of us, he laments the tragic loss
of life, and the destruction of the twin towers.“They were beautiful
works,” he says.“They were minimalist sculptures.” He is unsure how the
art world will answer our nation’s great tragedy, but he doesn’t believe it
will answer soon.“I don’t sense a safe feeling in the city right now,” he
says.“And you need that feeling to create art. But maybe that’s how artists
will respond. Because art itself becomes the safe place for the artist.”

BY JAMES L. JOHNSON ’89

D avid Cerulli ’74 does not have the power to harness 
the sky and make it into gold. But he does have power

to create 16 feet of stainless steel and bronze that embodies
such impossible ideals. Air Products and Chemicals of
Allentown commissioned Cerulli for a task seemingly akin to
spinning gold from air.“They were looking for something that
would say ‘we do the impossible’,” says Cerulli.“I was inspired
by an old Greek phrase that means to split the sky, and take
the elements and turn them into gold.” Cerulli’s sculpture, To
Cleave The Sky was his answer to the corporation’s challenge.

The sculptor’s magic has also brought the many arts
together in a single form.
In a State of Rejuvenescence
graces the entrance of Lehigh
University’s Zoellner Arts Center
in a free-flowing, brightly-painted
celebration of the arts. His works
have been exhibited from NYC to
Pennsylvania, to North Carolina
and across the globe, in Tokyo,
Japan. His sculpture, for Ed
LaLonde, is part of Northampton
Community College’s Ceil
O’Grady Memorial Garden.The
sculptor, who now lives in New
York City with his wife, Sheila, has
won international recognition. In
October, Cerulli was honored by
NCC’s alumni association with
the Professional Achievement
Award for distinguished accom-
plishments in his profession.

The NCC Foundation
recently commissioned Cerulli to
create an award for its new donor
club.The sculpture he created is
cast in bronze with a polished
patina.The artist began with the
college logo and abstracted it into
a simplified tree-like form, a per-

sonal favorite theme.Then he
added an upward thrust, and a
subtle twisting to create the
impression of an elegant spiral;
and The Laureate was born.
This fall nearly two dozen
friends of Northampton were
inducted into The Laureate
Society. Each of them was pre-
sented with a casting of
Cerulli’s sculpture to commem-
orate the event.

GIVING SHAPE

Sculptor David Cerulli with an early
design model of the Laureate Award.
Inset: An actual casting.

David and Sheila in their Manhattan studio.

(continued from p. 11)
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be part of a moment of creative genius,” says Taylor.

“It’s for myself, but I also give it away to others. I

think that creativity can blossom without encour-

agement or even an obvious source of inspiration. If

you’ve seen the recent movie, Billy Elliot, you

understand that some people just ‘gotta dance’.”

Helene Whitaker is vice president for adminis-

trative affairs. She is also a founder and continuing

board member of Musikfest, and the current chair of

the Banana Factory.And, she is passionate about

music. Music is sensed, always, at some level of her

consciousness. It can be immediate, defining a

moment or a mood; so often it is a backdrop to life’s

events, the accumulated years of music.“I’m not

conscious of it most of the time,”Whitaker says.“But

if I were to listen for it, it would be there. Music and

art lift my spirit and feed my soul.All of it — from

the great masters to funky outsider art; from Bach to

the blues. If there were no art, the world would be a

very dry and uninteresting place.”

Art defines us as human and binds the life out-

side of us to the life within.Whether we create it or

admire it, art speaks to our deepest sensibilities; art

makes us feel.As Rick Harris puts it,“I just can’t

imagine a world without BB King or Charlie Parker.

Or my little buddy with his new shoes.”

The author, James L. Johnson, a regular 

contributor to this magazine, is Northampton’s

director of central duplicating, and mailroom.

He is a published writer of poetry and prose.
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B arbara Haines Howett knew right away the place 

was full of stories. It was Indonesia; the heart of

Jakarta, just before Christmas, 1974. She had come with

her husband, an oil company executive, to the

Borobudur, a hotel in the grand style surrounded by 23

acres of tropical gardens. Howett drank in the exotic

whirl around her:American businessmen, long robed

sheiks, the British, the Belgians; the grilled aromas of

Southeast Asian food; a dozen languages at once above

the music of bamboo bells.And she knew. One day the

Borobudur’s guests would live in her book.

The hotel yielded its promised stories.And Howett

dutifully wrote them out as they came to life in her

mind. More than 20 years later, Ladies of the

Borobudur shared its stories with the world when

Howett’s first novel was published in December.“It’s a

mosaic of interrelated stories similar to Amy Tan’s The

Joy Luck Club,” says Howett, an adjunct faculty member

in creative writing for Northampton’s community edu-

cation division.“They are 10 different stories of 10

expatriate women.What holds them together is, of

course, the Borobudur Hotel, where the women live

until their papers are in order and their housing is

ready.” Another strong thread that runs through

Howett’s stories is the Indonesian culture, especially

the lives of the country’s Muslim population.“Almost

90 percent of the people follow some form of Islam”

says Howett.“It is the largest Islamic population in the

world. I think this book can shed light on their culture,

on a day-to-day basis.”

Howett has wanted to write since she wrote her

truly first ‘novel’ when she was eight years old.“I was

visiting my aunt and uncle on their farm in Clarion,”

she says.“I used to take a pad and 

pencil and sit in my favorite tree and 

try to write. Once I wrote a story called,

appropriately,‘Barbara Goes to the

Country.’ My aunt bound it in a blue 

ribbon, and when I showed my mother

and told her this was what I wanted to

do with my life, she cried. I didn’t know

until then that she had always wanted to

be a writer.”

Howett is 70 years old and her 

novel has been long in coming.Along 

the way she has raised five children,

married twice, cared for an ailing 

husband, and been widowed. She also

earned her master’s degree in 1987, at 

age 56, from Antioch College’s London

campus.“I didn’t care about the piece 

of paper,” says Howett.“I wanted to learn.

I needed someone to tell me ‘this is good

— or this is trash, but here’s how to fix

it.’”While still in England, Howett used

the tools she’d learned to write a play

that was produced three times and won

two awards.

But the novel has always been her

focus. She laughs.“It’s only taken me 70

years to become an overnight success.

Maybe the way my life turned out —

maybe I just wasn’t ready before this,

but I feel like this is my time to shine.”At

70, Howett continually pushes her own

envelope. She has two novels backing up

her first. In addition to teaching her 

classes at NCC, she writes every day 

and attends writer’s conferences and

workshops.“My recipe for success,” she 

says,“is that you had to have gotten up very

early one day five years ago.You can always

be better. Personally, I would like to be more experimental

with my work.You need to keep educating yourself.

But writing every day is key. It keeps the machinery oiled.

It’s part of living the writer’s life. I’ll always write. I cannot

not write.”

But it would be more than a decade after leaving

Indonesia in 1979 for the stories to gel into a novel.“I

thought I was doing a collection of short stories,” says

Howett.“I’d write a story here and there, send them out.

Some came back, some were published. But then in the 

early ’90s I studied with the Indian novelist Bharati

Mukherjee, and she changed everything.” Through

Mukherjee, Howett realized she could use the hotel itself 

as a peg to hang her stories on. She began shaping the stories

into a unified novel.

OVERNIGHT
SUCCESS IN
JUST 70 YEARS

Barbara Howett with her dog Missy.



CAMPUS MUSICIANS
FIT RIGHT IN
B Y  J A M E S  H A R P E R

M usic may be soothing. Music may be exciting. Music 
elicits emotion. A variety of music resonates in 

surprising ways on the Northampton Community College
campus. From rap coming from car speakers to formal learn-
ing opportunities for chamber music or choral work, from
instrumental ensembles to a women’s chorus, Northampton
students have many choices for musical expression.

Overseeing it all is Don Spieth, conductor of the 
Lehigh Valley Chamber Orchestra and himself an outstanding
musician. Speith is a native of Muscatine, Iowa. and is a 
graduate of the University of Iowa, where he earned a 
master’s degree in music arts. Since coming to the Lehigh
Valley, he has made a significant contribution to the musical
life of the area as director of the LVCO, serving in that 
capacity for the past 21 years.

Speith explains the variety of choices available to
Northampton students. “We will prepare any student 
who wants to be prepared, those who may go on to 
four-year music programs or those who just want to take an
introduction to music.” Beyond those possibilities, a student
with more serious intent may enroll for as many as four
semesters of music theory and may decide to take private

lessons from professional musicians who serve Northampton
as adjunct faculty.

“There is no escape from the broad spectrum of music in
our society,” Speith notes. “There is also greater opportunity
for a student to hear outstanding musical performances in the
Lehigh Valley than 20 or 30 years ago. For instance, there are
now three professional orchestras of excellent quality in the
Valley, along with chamber music societies and outstanding
volunteer ensembles like the Bach Choir of Bethlehem.”

This major development in the musical life of the Valley
has made it possible for excellent musicians to make a 
living here. Many hold faculty positions in schools and 
colleges along with their commitments to classical music.
“The competition,” Spieth reflects,“has made us all better.”

What differentiates a student who simply wants to play
music compared to one who chooses music as a profession?
“The need to play music, the ‘have to do it’ motive, makes the
difference,” Speith said.A student has to “make choices and
devote unbelievable hours toward competency.” In order to
land a professional position, he or she also “has to be at the
right place at the right time.”

Don believes it’s important for Northampton students 
to gain an appreciation of the classical repertoire. For 
non-music majors, there are requirements for concert 
attendance, for understanding historic perspectives of musical
development and to learn something of the structure of 
musical form. He says,“I want students to have a meaningful
listening experience.”

Participation at Northampton ranges from 35 students 
in Introduction to Music 
to perhaps three or four
students in an instrumental
ensemble. There have even
been unusual groups, such
as a recent guitar quartet.
The women’s chorus usual-
ly attracts approximately 
30 students.

Music and the 
musician are a vibrant 
part of the arts culture at
Northampton. Conducting
the variety of musical
opportunities on the 
campus is Maestro Spieth,
who not only leads a 
successful community
orchestra but directs the
harmony of student talent
that makes up the College’s
musical life.
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The Lehigh Valley community 
knows Linny Fowler through

her many interests.
Early childhood education, chair

of the Council of Spanish Speaking
Organizations, soon-to-be chair of
Valley Youth House, catalyst for the
Banana Factory and countless other
charities keep her in constant motion.
Yet she is a noteworthy ‘hands on’
stained glass artist. It is her stained
glass skill that is an exciting dimension
of the artist’s life, a life that includes
husband Beall, a Lehigh University pro-
fessor, children and grandchildren.

Knowing what a challenge it is to
find a free moment in her schedule,
Northampton magazine caught up
with Fowler in her booth at
Bethlehem’s Christkindlmarkt. She
answered questions while she worked
on her glass creations, all the while
greeting passersby, friends and shop-
pers.

Q. Linny, how did this all start?
A. Friends of mine were doing

stained glass crafts years ago. I began
to go along with them to the
Allentown YWCA and to Warner-
Crivello Stained Glass studios in
Allentown to take classes. I asked a
lot of questions and did a lot of listen-
ing, and gained lots from these classes.
You can learn a lot by listening.

Q. What happened next?
A. Then I began teaching at the

Allentown Y, and did that for six years.
Then I met Octavio Pena in 1987 (her
current partner in Fowler-Pena Stained
Glass) and developed his interest. So
we decided to do some work and
sales from my home. I even taught
stained glass to wives of Japanese
graduate students who were attending
Lehigh.

Q. How difficult is this to learn?
A. It’s not a tough skill to learn.

But you have to have some artistic
sense.

Q. What are you crafting now?
A. I got interested in develop-

ment of the Banana Factory in
Bethlehem, working with Jeff Parks
(president of the Bethlehem Musikfest
Association). So I decided if I’m gong
to help this get going, I am going to
have a stained glass studio there.
Along with Octavio, who keeps it
open, we began working there in
1998. Now we’re the art class for
Holy Infancy school eighth graders.
There are 17 in the class, which is real-
ly too many and they come to us once
a week. We also teach Monday night
classes to adults, and I try to hold that
attendance to 10 students.

Q. Where might we find your
work in the Lehigh Valley?

A. If you go to Cedar Crest 

College, I have a stained glass “Dove of
Peace” in the Harmon Hall of Peace
inside the Miller Family Building. I’m
doing a 36 inch backlit circle for the
new Salvation Army headquarters in
Allentown. And I’ve done smaller
stained glass windows for churches in
Freemansburg, Bethlehem and
Allentown. I actually did six fairly
large rectangular windows for a
Pentecostal Church in Allentown.

The discussion ends with Fowler
hurrying off to do, as she calls it,
“grandmotherly duties.” She offers
some parting advice. “Prioritize,” she
smiles.“Make time for those things
that are important and for what you
really like to do.”

COMMUNITY ACTIVIST, PHILANTHROPIST AND ARTIST

Linny Fowler amidst her stained glass creations at Bethlehem’s Christkindlmarkt.
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A lyssha Chuck has her 
sights set high.

After she graduates from
Northampton this spring, she’s looking
to transfer to one of a few very exclu-
sive art schools, including the 
prestigious Kansas City Art Institute.
And why not? She believes her drive,
her talent, and her training at
Northampton will get her there.

“I’ve learned so many things here.
Things that [professional designers]
don’t even know when I interview with
them,” she said.

Chuck (whose work appears 
on page 10) will be among the first
graduates of the art department’s new
communication design program this
spring. Communication design, which
evolved from Northampton’s long-stand-
ing advertising design curriculum, gives
students the training they need to be
competitive in the new media market-
place, according to director Tom Shillea.

Since arriving at the college two
years ago, Shillea has made significant
changes in the programs. Several exist-
ing advertising design courses were
updated, modified, or dropped altogeth-
er, and state-of-the-art computer labs
were implemented in Communications
Hall.Working communications profes-
sionals were asked for their input and
evaluation to ensure that essential skills
were stressed.The result was a set of
offerings that Shillea believes is more
up-to-date and relevant than any other
program in the area.

Chuck said she definitely feels she’s
getting the knowledge and experience
she needs. In fact, she said she’d stay on

at Northampton for two more years if a
four-year degree were available.

“There’s a very strong program
here now” said the Liberty High School
grad.“The facilities are outstanding and
the staff is excellent. It’s a great place to
get your start.”

Technology is finding its way into
many aspects of art and the artistic
process these days.Though many 
students prefer to stick to traditional
methods of creating art, many others
are using technology to enhance the
process. For example, painters can scan

their work into a computer and make
changes to their pieces. Photographers
can digitally alter photos or prepare
them for Web sites. Drawings can be
created on a pad that inputs each stroke
directly into a computer. Or, using 
current technology, photo-realistic 3-D
work can be created from scratch, right
from a user’s desktop.

Northampton’s various art pro-
grams offer the opportunity to create
with-or-without computer technology,
depending on a student’s interests. Fine
arts as a degree option still flourishes,
and traditional photography courses
remain on the schedule each semester.
But those with an interest in the digital
wave now have a few options: In addi-
tion to communication design, which is
a degree program, the art department
has instituted specialized diplomas in
Web design and animation.

One Web design course is required
to receive the communications design
degree, but many students opt to take
more.“Our students are pretty savvy,”
Shillea said.“They know technology 
is needed for jobs today and they’re
hungry for it.They demand it.”

The new programs are not
designed specifically for transfer, and
though many students make the choice
to continue their education beyond
their degree or diploma, the aim was to
prepare students for the working world.
Shillea said the fact that Northampton 
is a community college allowed his 
programs to respond to workplace
needs faster.And because of the 
college’s commitment to the success of
the program, the facilities are more
modern than many larger schools.

“I compare it to ships,” he said.
“We’re a destroyer and the big universi-
ties are aircraft carriers.The universities
have a lot of power but it can take a
long time to change course.Also, and
this in not the case with every school,
the administration here is very forward-
thinking, very proactive.They’re very
open to try something new.”

New faculty member Ira Greenberg is
the classic example of the traditional
artist who now embraces technology.
He has a fine arts background in paint-
ing and drawing, but he taught himself
computer graphics after he heard 
there could be tremendous growth in
career opportunities in that area. From
there, he ran an advertising firm, taught
at Seton Hall, and worked at a New 
York design firm and communications 
company.A love of teaching and 
technology brought him to
Northampton.

“There are a couple of things that
are unique about this place,” said
Greenberg.“One is the central 
administration’s positive leadership.
It’s very unique to my experience,
both as a student and when I was 
teaching at Seton Hall. It’s a very 
flexible structure here. In a very short
time, we implemented a totally new 
3-D animation program and a Web 
program.We had advanced classes in
both disciplines. None of these things
existed prior to June.”

Greenberg, who teaches Web
design, 3-D computer animation and a
general computer graphics course, says
there’s no specific type of person who
is attracted to these programs. “There
are a couple of different kinds of 
students. One student is right out 
of high school and has taken some
introductory computer graphics classes.
It's amazing how many students have
spent three or four or more years play-
ing with Photoshop in high school.This
did not exist when I was in school,”
Greenberg said.“Then I have a bunch of
students who are working professionals.
People who are art directors at Rodale
or have their own design firms but
they’ve always been print designers.
They have degrees in graphic design
and now they want to learn Web and
animation.”

The department’s other full-time
faculty members, Gerry Rowan and
Andy Szoke, provide instruction in other

course options, such as pottery and
computer graphics.

Student Terry Kemmerle of
Nesquehoning began taking courses at
Northampton when he lost his welding
job.Though he entered the program
when it was still advertising design, he
was able to watch the transformation
firsthand. Kemmerle felt his work at
Northampton made him very competi-
tive in the marketplace, especially due
to the focus on computer skills. He’s
now working at a job he loves in the
point-of-purchase advertising field,
doing various work for international
clients.

“I came in with no computer
skills,” he said.“Midway through the 
program, I bought a computer for my
home. Employers really want everything
— they want you to have computer
skills. I use my computer skills now all
the time.”

Greenberg believes the commit-
ment Northampton has made to tech-
nology in the arts will pay off quickly.
“The only schools that are comparable
to what we do, in my opinion, are art
schools or colleges that specialize in
this area,” he said.“We have better labs
than any I’ve ever seen.We have three
labs, any of which would probably be
the best lab at most other schools.We
have all brand new software that’s
upgraded regularly. We have some 
programs like Lightwave, which is very
expensive, very high in programs used
in Hollywood and New York for feature
films and TV commercials.”

That quality is recognized by the
students, especially as they explore
other facilities.“We have students now
who are finishing their communication
design program and are staying on 
for another year,” Shillea said.“They 
look around and say,‘I can’t get this 
anywhere else. I’ve got to go to
Philadelphia or New York, and then 
I’ve got to pay four or five times the
tuition.’They can’t get this at any other
university around here.”

THE NEW SCIENCE
OF TEACHING ART

Art department director Tom Shillea (left) with the department’s newest faculty member, 
Ira Greenberg.
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ACCOUNTING

◆ 1994 Jennifer Stump and Mark Flory
were married on October 14, 2000 at
Bethel Memorial Baptist Church in
Easton. They live in Fort Wayne, Ind.

ADVERTISING 
DESIGN

◆ 2000 Seth Lewis Rowlands lives in
Hawaiian Gardens, Calif. He is a junior
network administrator for Ritek Global
Media, a manufacturer of DVDs and CDs.
In addition to installing and fixing com-
puters, Seth programs the hardware for
networks and helps engineers to install
data.

ARCHITECTURAL
TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1985 Tammy Kane received her
bachelor’s degree in interpersonal com-
munications from Arizona State
University. After working as a manager
for Embassy Suites Hotels in Phoenix,Los
Angeles, Orlando and Lake Tahoe,Tammy
earned teaching credentials and taught
third grade. She is living in San Francisco
and studies photography, with plans to
open a photo business.

AUTOMOTIVE
TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1977 Robert Charles Gardner, Jr. is
employed by Montana Dodge in Billings,
Mont. He is a master ASE technician and
a master Chrysler technician. Robert and
his wife, Susan, live in Huntley, Mont.
◆ 1997 Matthew Roeder was married
to Kirsten Walter on June 10, in Grace
United Church of Christ in Allentown.
He is an auto technician for Outten

Chevrolet. Matthew and Kirsten live in
Salisbury Township.
◆ 1999 Richard Croll, Jr. and April
Lichtenwalner were married on October
7, 2000 in the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Church in Northampton.
Richard is employed by Star Pontiac. The
couple live in Germansville.

BANKING

◆ 1996 Roy R. Detweiler, III is an
operations consultant at First Union
Bank in Allentown. He and his wife,
Heidi, live in Whitehall.
◆ Debra Werkheiser has been named
vice president of Bethlehem Investors
Trust Co., a subsidiary of National Penn
Bancshares, Inc. She is responsible for
the sale of ITC’s personal investment
management, trust and private wealth
management services in Bucks, Lehigh
and Northampton counties. Debra helps
clients plan and implement strategies for
the professional management of their
investment portfolios. She lives in
Slatington.

BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCE

◆ 1994 Blayne P. Bergenstock gradu-
ated on May 21, with a doctorate degree
in veterinary medicine from the
University of Pennsylvania School of
Veterinary Medicine, where she majored
in mixed practice and was on the dean’s
list in her senior year. She works for
Kinsua Veterinary Clinic in Warren.
Blayne and her husband,Adam Miller, live
in Sheffield.
◆ 1995 Tyrohne Bradly Kontir and
Carol Louise Durner exchanged wedding
vows on June 30, in Jordan United
Church of Christ. Tyrohne is the propri-

Although conventional wisdom says that
a 30-year old is wasting her time trying to be
a professional classical pianist, Brenda was
too much the rebel to believe it.This meant
six-hour long practice days, sometimes until
2 a.m. She was determined to prove the
naysayers wrong.

Rundle knew she needed more formal
education.That led her to Northampton
Community College, where she enrolled as a
liberal arts major. She credits Northampton
for providing her a strong educational 
foundation and the confidence to go on 
for a bachelor’s degree in music at Moravian
College. She graduated summa cum laude 
in 1994.

This suddenly serious student describes
her time at Northampton as,“magical years
that allowed me to pursue a goal some felt
was impossible. NCC professors always
encouraged me that anything is possible!”
She fondly remembers professors Richard
Drey who made mathematics fun and Dan
Bayak for bringing the real world to account-
ing.“It was an amazing atmosphere of educa-
tion that changed my life,” she said.

Her determination paid off. In 1996, she
and Eugene Albulescu, a world-renowned
Romanian pianist, started Tactus Music
Institute in Pen Argyl.Their dream was to
create a place where the community could
come to celebrate music. In addition, they
traveled the country performing free con-
certs to all ages of school children to pro-
mote classical music.Their travels even took
them to the White House to spread their
message of music. However, after five years
Rundle felt she was losing her focus and becoming more
of an administrator than a music educator.The school,
although it had over 300 pupils enrolled, closed in 2000.

Rundle wanted to get back to basics. She is currently
teaching piano one-on-one to 35 students, from the age of
4 to 74. Her pupils include a teenager who performs in
national competitions as well as a former guitar player for

Bob Dylan. She finds it extremely rewarding to help her
students achieve their goals.

Rundle is developing a lecture/concert series based
upon her experience:“Not waiting to do things, achieving
your dreams and goals.” She wants to convey to youth that
ordinary people can do extraordinary things.And —
rebelling can be good!

— By Brian R. Leidy ’88

REBEL
WITH MUSIC
AS A CAUSE

B renda Rundle ’91 is 
a rebel with a cause —

to bring classical music to 
everyone. How does this make
her a rebel? According to
Rundle, the modern day 
stereotype of classical music 
as staid, stuffy, and conservative
is inaccurate. In their time
Mozart and Chopin, for exam-
ple, where considered radicals.
Of course, today’s youth are
more inclined to listen to the
Backstreet Boys than Beethoven,
so it’s Rundle’s turn to buck the
accepted norms.

Rundle’s path to teaching
classical piano was not an easy
or direct route. Her rebellious-
ness was evident during her
high school years. Due to her
father’s career moves she was
enrolled in 10 different schools.
She resisted the idea of her life
being defined by her teachers
and testing.This led her to drop
out of high school, but surpris-
ingly it was a popular movie
that eventually inspired her to
do something with her life.
When Rundle saw the Oscar
nominated Amadeus she was
brought to tears and was
infused with a sudden desire to
learn how to make the beautiful
sounds she heard.



2322

A L U M N I  N O T E S

etor of Gremlin Solutions. He and his
wife live in Easton.
◆ Robert G. Best graduated Lehigh
University with a degree in biochemistry.
Robert has a doctorate in toxicology and
genetics from North Carolina State
University. He is a professor of ob/gyn,
and a practicing medical geneticist.
Robert also directs the Regional
Genetics Center and Medical Genetics
Laboratory in Columbia, S.C.
◆ Gary L. Surch II was married to
Laura J. Frare on June 16, in Packer
Memorial Church at Lehigh University.
Gary is a self-employed flooring subcon-
tractor. He and his wife, Laura, live in
Tatamy.

BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

◆ 1973 Donna Taggart has been
named vice chairperson of the
Bethlehem Musikfest Association. She is
currently the director of regional devel-
opment for the Lehigh Valley Economic
Development Corporation. Donna lives
in Bethlehem.
◆ 1987 Alfred J. Manento, Jr. and
Patricia Jean Summitt were married on
July 20, in St.Anthony of Padua Church in
Easton. Alfred is employed by Cadmus-
Mack. He and his wife live in Palmer
Township.
◆ 1994 Sandra A. Elbert is a manager
at JoAnn Fabric & Craft in Toledo, Ohio.
Her home is also in Toledo, Ohio.

CHEMICAL TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1996 Rebecca Boger and Matthew
Tremaine exchanged wedding vows on
December 2, 2000 in St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ in Trexlertown.

Rebecca is an analytical chemist at
Ashland Specialty Chemical Company in
Easton. She is also pursuing a bachelor’s
degree from DeSales University. The cou-
ple reside in Allentown.

COMPUTER AIDED
DESIGN

◆ 1999 John Johnson is a 3-D detail
drafter at Operations Technology in
Blairstown, N.J. He and his wife, Bertha,
live in Saylorsburg.

COMPUTER 
GRAPHICS

◆ 1994 Allyson Hamm is employed at
L-A Advertising as a designer. She designs
layout ads, and does outdoor, packaging
and collateral materials for clients.
Allyson earned her bachelor of fine arts
degree in communication design from
Pratt Institute in New York. She lives in
Schnecksville.
◆ 1998 Julie M. Manno works for Pax
Christi USA in web administration/publi-
cations layout. She and her husband,
Andrew Atwood, live in Waterford.
◆ 1999 Dean Hawkey, of Bath, is
Bethlehem Musikfest Association’s first
full-time webmaster. His responsibilities
include adding graphics and interactive
enhancements to the association’s three
Web sites, as well as keeping them all up
to date. Dean is also an artist with plans
to create original artwork to enhance the
Musikfest sites.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

◆ Thomas N. Kosa is a photographer
and owner of Thomas Kosa Photography

in Easton. He and his wife, Kelly live in
Easton. They have one child, Jarrid.

DATA 
PROCESSING

◆ 1973 Bonny Peters MacIntire
works as a senior systems analyst for
Metals USA in Groveland, Fla. Bonny
lives in Summerfield, Fla.
◆ 1982 Doug Smith is a systems analyst
at Lutron. He lives in Hellertown and has
one child, Kyle.

DENTAL HYGIENE

◆ 1988 Lisa M. (Freeh) Schick is a
dental hygienist in the office of Dr. Paul
E. Schnupp, Jr. in Dublin. Lisa lives with
her husband, Matthew, in Upper Black
Eddy. They have three children: Timothy,
Ryan and Sarah.
◆ 1989 Rhonda Lynn Griffith and
Roger Bennett Tita were married on May
5, in Plowville. Lisa is employed by Dr.
Jeffrey Warner in Stroudsburg. They live
in Hamilton Township.

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD

◆ 1982 Deborah (Evans) Fairchild is
working for Lehigh Valley Child Care as a
school age center director at
Muhlenberg Elementary. Her summer
was spent in a classroom for autistic chil-
dren. She is planning to attend DeSales
University in order to complete a certifi-
cation program in special education.
Deborah lives in Whitehall.
◆ 1982 Anne Korves is a student at
DeSales University seeking a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education and spe-
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cial education. She is employed as a
child care supervisor at the
Freemansburg Child Care of the
Bethlehem Area School District. She is
also the president of the Fountain Hill
Borough Council and a former member
of the Zoning Hearing Board of Fountain
Hill. Anne lives in Bethlehem.
◆ 1994 Kendra Criskin Johns was
married to Julian E. Kirk on July 7.
Kendra is employed by Wee Little
Wonders, Inc. in Brodheadsville. She and
her husband live in East Stroudsburg.
◆ 1999 Jessica Falcone and Richard
Holzer were married on October 6, in St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Bethlehem.
Jessica works for the Bethlehem Area
School District. She and her husband
live in Coplay.
◆ 1999 Amanda Ann Gruber and
Scott Dennis Wieder were married on
July 7, in the Eagles Home Aerie III in
Easton. Amanda is employed by
Community Services for Children, Inc. in
Bethlehem. The couple live in North
Catasauqua.
◆ Cathy May Maguire and John
Andrew Cramer were married on May
26, at Faith United Methodist Church in
Stroudsburg. Cathy is employed  by
Tobyhanna Army Depot. The couple live
in East Stroudsburg.

EDUCATION

◆ 1972 Larry Sechney is employed by
Kuztown University where he received a
bachelor of science degree in education.
He also received master’s of education
degrees from Lehigh University in coun-
seling and education leadership. He and
his wife, Jane, live in Bethlehem.
◆ 1974 Luz Nelida Jorge-Rosario
works for the Bethlehem Area School
District as an eighth grade math and sci-
ence teacher. She and her son, Mason,

live in Bethlehem.
◆ 1996 Rosemarie Ann (Noti) La
Barre is employed by the Pen Argyl Area
School District. She lives in Pen Argyl
with her husband, Clark, and their chil-
dren, Christopher, Sara, Lyticia, Markie
and Ambre.
◆ 1999 Caren L. Vernon-Griffith lives
in Easton with her husband, Wayne, and
children, Jennifer and Jeffrey.
◆ Amy Lynn (Uhler) Fretz is a teacher
in the Easton Area School District. She
has three children, Paula, R. Scott, and
Jodi. Amy lives in Pen Argyl.

ENGINEERING

◆ 1988 Frederick W. Hay is a senior
engineer at Keystone Consulting
Engineers in Bethlehem. He lives in
Nazareth with his wife, Cynthia.

FIRE 
TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1975 Claude E. Kohl, Jr. retired
from the Allentown Fire Department as
assistant fire chief. He continued his
education after NCC, taking courses at
Rutgers, Penn State, Cedar Crest,
Pennsylvania State Police and Lehigh
Carbon Community College. He and his
wife, Lenore, live in Allentown.

FUNERAL 
SERVICE

◆ 1991 Larry J. Bakey is a self-
employed funeral director. He and his
wife, Linda, live in Chester. They have
three children: Laura, Gina and Joey.

GENERAL 
EDUCATION

◆ 1979 Francis Donchez is police
commissioner for the City of Bethlehem.
He graduated Temple University Law
School in May and plans to be a full-time
lawyer when he retires.
◆ 1983 Leon E. Creyer, Jr. is employed
by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission as a waterways conserva-
tion officer. He and his wife live in
Slatington.

GENERAL 
STUDIES

◆ 1990 Ronald S. Smolenak works as
a sample administrator at Benchmark
Analytics in Center Valley. He and his
wife, Kimberly, live in Wescosville.
◆ 1996 Jane Doyle received a bache-
lor’s degree in community health educa-
tion from East Stroudsburg University.
Jane lives in Bartonsville and has two
children, Ryan and Shannon.
◆ Krista L. Mazur and George G.Volpe
were married on October 14, 2000 at 
the Stroudsmoor Country Inn. Krista 
is employed as a store manager for 
the American Eagle Outfitters in
Phillipsburg, N.J.

HOTEL/RESTAURANT

◆ 1991 Colleen Eckenrode married
Geoffrey Spitko on June 23, at the
Glasbern Country Inn in Fogelsville.
Colleen is an NCC instructor in the
hotel/restaurant program. She and her
husband live in Allentown.

INTERIOR DESIGN

◆ 1999 Heidi D. Kunsman works at
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Bed Bath & Beyond in Whitehall as a
department manager. She lives in
Bethlehem with her husband, Kevin.
◆ Thomas W. Johnson is employed by
CVS Pharmacies. He lives in Boyertown
and is the parent of a son, Joseph.

LIBERAL 
ARTS

◆ Veronica A. Simpson is a profes-
sional photographer. She is the
owner/operator of Unique Images
Photography Studio and Frame Shoppe.
Veronica, who is interested in local gov-
ernment and community affairs, served
on the Nazareth School Board from 1995
to 1999 and as board president from
1998-1999. Veronica lives in Nazareth.

MECHANICAL-
ENVIRONMENTAL

CONTROL

◆ 1998 Norman Edgar Pengelly, 
Jr. and Cathleen Malissa Oswald were
married on April 28 in Christ Lutheran
Church in Dryville. Norman works as a
refrigeration specialist for Weis Markets.
Cathleen and Norman live in Mertztown.

MEDICAL LAB
TECHNOLOGY

◆ 1974 Josephine (Valente) Hurtak
provides technical support at Labcorp in
Hollywood, Fla. Josephine has two chil-
dren, Anthony and Debra. She lives in
Hollywood, Fla.

MEDICAL
TRANSCRIPTION

◆ 2000 Kimberly O’Donnell and her
husband, Thomas, live in Northampton.
They have three children: Ryan,Erin and
Rory.

METALS/MATERIALS

◆ 1990 Steven R. Whitney is a robot
applications technician at Motoman, Inc.
in West Carrollton, Ohio. Steven is also a
1986 graduate of the welding program at
NCC. He lives in Miamisburg, Ohio with
his wife, Holly. They have four children:
Jared, Jillian, Shaun and James.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION

◆ 2000 Tara J. Tobias is an administra-
tive assistant at M. J. Caruso & Associates,
Inc. in Bethlehem. Tara lives in Pen Argyl.
◆ Marie L. Yurgosky works as a para-
legal for Peter Karoly and Associates in
Allentown. Marie lives in Center Valley
and has one child, James.

PARALEGAL/LEGAL
ASSISTANT

◆ 2000 Jennifer Sciarra and Justin
FitzRandolph (chemistry) were mar-
ried on June 2 in Ss. Simon and Jude
Catholic Church in Bethlehem. Jennifer
is employed by Newman Fox &
Cacciatore. The couple live in Pen Argyl.

They took it down to the bones. Nothing left but 
a skeleton of I-beams two stories high, and its

great foundation spanning the Bushkill Creek.They gave
it a new body, a new name; new life. From the rubble of
a long-disused structure,the Williams Visual Arts Building
was born. Lafayette College’s newest addition, all 23,500
square feet of glass and steel and brick, is a testament to
the architect’s passion for design and form.

Northampton architecture alum Joe Biondo was one
of the principal architects for the building.The project
was a joint venture between Biondo’s firm, Joseph N.

Biondo Architects, and Werner A. Buckl Associates.
Biondo believes a place should move human emotion;
just as any work of art should do.“I care a great deal
about design,” he says.“Our firm’s work will always be an
effort to supply a product of higher beauty and higher
interest than has yet been perceived.”

Design profoundly influences the way we think,
behave and feel. Biondo laments the lack of design in the
construction of some our newer dwellings.“Our housing

and subdivisions have become a commodity,”
he says.“They are nothing more than soulless
facades and containers.They leave no history
for our children to embrace.We need to stand

up to that and respond to it.”As an architect,
Biondo feels humbled by the opportunity to
leave an indelible mark on our landscape. He
tries to design buildings that speak of place
and function; buildings that can withstand the
test of time.“Anything less,” he says,“would be
superficial and disrespectful.”

It is a well-known axiom of 
architects that form follows function.
For Biondo, form also derives from location.To
create a proper structure means knowing the
place.“I work it up through multiple layers of
sketches,” he says.“I don’t rely too heavily on
the computer 
for design. Design also happens in the con-
structing, not just from an idea on paper.”
Biondo designed the Williams Visual Arts
Building to be integrated into its urban land-
scape in downtown Easton. Instead of a slick,
ultramodern look, the center was given what
Biondo calls brutal modernism.“This part of
Easton has a lot of older buildings,” he explains.
“We used materials that fit. It’s beautiful, but it’s
a rugged thing, made to be used. Proper plan-
ning and good design can influence and rede-
fine an urban corridor.”

Building is in Biondo’s blood. His
family is rooted in the construction field.“I
knew at an early age that I wanted to play a sig-

nificant role in making buildings,”
he says.“I have a great deal of
respect for construction workers,
too.They can make or break a 
project.You’d better treat them
well.” Originally from Bethlehem,
Biondo lives in Wilkes-Barre with
wife, Catherine and two-year-old
son, Michael. But our local siren 
call is luring him back. His new
home (of his own design, of course)
is under construction in the Lehigh
Valley.

Biondo’s aesthetic commitment
has served him well in his profes-
sion. He worked for several years
for the prestigious firm of Bohlin,
Cywinski, Jackson.Then, in 1996,
he won Architecture magazine’s
American Institute of Architects
Honor Award, and the Progressive
Architecture Award.With both of
these nationally recognized and
highly coveted prizes, Biondo 
decided to strike out on his own
and established the firm that bears
his name.

In addition to creating 
buildings, Biondo’s firm prides 
itself on interior and furniture
design. Biondo believes they are
critical components to the overall
cohesiveness of an idea.
“Furnishings not only help define
space,” he says,“but become the
moment when the human element
engages the architecture. Our 
furniture design, much like our
architecture, celebrates the tactile
nature of material.”

— By James L. Johnson ’89

Biondo outside the Williams Visual Arts Building.

SPACE AS THE MEDIUM
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PRACTICAL 
NURSING

◆ 1977 Libby J. (Fritz) Woodfork is a
charge nurse at OSU Medical Center in
Columbus, Ohio. She also lives in
Columbus with her husband, Henry.
They have two children: Nathan and
Rachel.
◆ 1995 Shelly Korzenowski works at
Gracedale Nursing Home in Nazareth.
She lives in Nazareth.
◆ 1998 Diane Hrichak is a licensed
practical nurse in the alzheimer’s unit at
Holy Family Manor in Bethlehem. Diane
also lives in Bethlehem.
◆ 2000 Nadine Hudacek is a licensed
practical nurse at the Cedarbrook
Nursing Home in Fountain Hill. She lives
in Bethlehem.
◆ 2000 Lisa Werle is working for
Nursefinder’s, a nursing home staffing
organization. Lisa lives in Effort.
◆ 2000 Karol Yundt is a licensed prac-
tical nurse at Lehigh Valley Hospital. She
works in various units of the hospital,
including nephrology, medical/surgical,
pediatrics, transitional trauma and transi-
tional open heart. She is also certified in
phlebotomy. Karol lives in Bethlehem.

RADIO/TV

◆ 1985 Karen C. Smith and her hus-
band, Donald, live in Anchorage, Alaska.
They are the parents of two children,
Eric and Tracy.
◆ 1986 Robert Kenneth Liddick is an
electronic/photonics processor at Agere
Systems in Breinigsville. Robert and his
wife,Marcy, live in Bethlehem. They have
two sons: Joshua and Matthew.

RADIOGRAPHY

◆ 1991 Holly Jo Friedman is
employed as an angency radiographer by
PMR Services in Chicago, IL. She lives
with her husband, Danny Hayes, in
Crown Point, Ind.
◆ 1995 Deborah Ann Cachia and
David Edward McLeod were married on
August 5 at St. Luke’s Church in
Stroudsburg. Deborah is employed as a
radiologist technologist at Tomey
Hospital in Sumter, S.C. Deborah and
David also live in Sumter.
◆ 2000 Danielle L. Evans is a radiogra-
pher at Easton Hospital. She lives in Pen
Argyl.

REAL ESTATE

◆ Kirk David Decker and Amy Jo
Crane were married on August 4  in St.
John’s United Church of Christ in
Weaversville. Kirk is a firefighter for the
City of Bethlehem. They live in
Bethlehem.

REGISTERED NURSING

◆ 1990 Joseph F. DeRaymond
received a bachelor of art’s degree from
Penn State University in 1971. He is
employed as a registered nurse. Joseph
has always maintained an active interest
in local government and community
affairs. He lives in Freemansburg.
◆ 1990 Denise Joy Marsh and Robert
Noel McPherson were married on May
17 at Sandals Royal Caribbean Resort in
Montego Bay, Jamaica. Denise is a regis-
tered nurse at Easton Hospital,where the
couple also lives.
◆ 1994 Amy Lieberman and Paul
Iannacone exchanged wedding vows on
May 26 in Bethany United Methodist

HOLLYWOOD
RECOGNITION
FOR A
HEAVYWEIGHT

H e was a heavyweight 
champion in real life and

now he’s playing one in a
Hollywood film. It may not
seem like a big career leap, but
only one boxer has done it.
He’s Michael Bentt, who plays
Sonny Liston in “Ali” and whose
road from the ring to the
screen had its turning point at
Northampton.

Michael Bentt became the
WBO heavyweight champ in
1993, knocking out Tommy
Morrison in the first round.
Bentt wasn’t expected to win
that bout; it was merely a “tune-
up” for Morrison who was
scheduled next for an $8 
million payday fighting Lennox
Lewis.

On the other hand, Bentt
wasn’t expected to lose his
next fight, against Herbie Hide,
a tune-up for Michael before
facing Riddick Bowe. But not
only did Hide take the title from
Bentt, he ended Michael’s box-
ing career. Bentt suffered a
head injury, and doctors warned
him not to fight again. At the
age of 24, he left pro boxing; it
was, in his words, the “theater
of the unexpected.”

Two years later, in 1996,
Michael Bentt enrolled at

Northampton. He lived nearby and was eager to pur-
sue a goal he had before he turned pro: to become a
sportscaster. One day Bentt came to the office of
“The Commuter,” the college student newspaper, and
politely asked me, the advisor, to look at a piece he’d
written on the recent death of rapper Tupac Shakur.
His prose was deep and vivid, like Norman Mailer’s,
and barely restrained by commas and periods. I was
struck by his raw talent and his gracious manner.

“The Commuter” published that piece and a 
second one, and they were his first writings to appear
in print. He now writes regularly for a boxing maga-
zine (“Burt Sugar’s Fight Game”), has a column in the
works for HBO’s Web site, and is writing a book and 
a screenplay.

At Northampton, Michael was in the Radio/TV
program, and he learned to work before the micro-
phone and behind the set. “He was a very dedicated
and well-liked student,” recalls his professor, Mario
Acerra, with a “keen intellect” that “shattered the
stereotypical image that some people have of a
boxer.”

As electives, Bentt took Acting I and II, studying
under professor Norman Roberts, who cast him as 
the Gravedigger in an NCC production of “Hamlet.”
Michael “played the role with great dignity,” recalls
Roberts. It was Bentt’s first performance in this 
other kind of theater, and with it he found a new
course in life.

“As fighters, or ex-fighters,” Michael has said,“we
feel that once our career is over with, we have no
value or use anymore — but that can be far from the truth.”
And so he called Norman Roberts earlier this year to thank
him for the chance to learn and practice acting. It’s indeed
brought a new value and use to his life. “Northampton 
nurtured my dreams,” he says.

After leaving NCC in 1997, Bentt had roles in three
independent films. Suddenly he’s appearing in a major
Hollywood production,“Ali,” acting alongside Will Smith, Jon
Voigt, Ron Silver, and Jamie Foxx.

The boxer he plays, Sonny Liston, was “this monster of
a man,” in Bentt’s words. “He was a tormented soul.” Sonny
Liston seemed invincible during his reign as champion in
the early 1960s, until beaten twice by a youthful
Mohammad Ali. “My job is to do that role justice,” Bentt

says,“and to do Sonny’s memory justice.”
Michael also helped prepare Will Smith for the role of

Mohammad Ali, and their fight scenes in the film reflect the
hard work, determination, and integrity of both men. “We
are essentially fighting for real,” says Will Smith, adding that
“when Michael Bentt hits you on your forehead, you try not
to let that happen again!”

Today, the future seems unlimited for Michael Bentt,
who, after all, has already worn the belt of a champion.
“Eventually, I’ll have a best seller, a couple of movie scripts,
screenplays — and,” he says,“a few Pulitzer prizes!”

And maybe an Oscar, too. The word on the Hollywood
street has him in serious contention for an award 
nomination. — By Jim Von Schilling
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Church in Wescosville. Amy is a regis-
tered nurse for KidsPeace. Amy and Paul
live in Emmaus.
◆ 1995 Katherine Ann Adelmann
and Mark Wuerstle were married on 
May 18 at St. Matthew’s Church in East
Stroudsburg. Katherine is employed 
by Lehigh Valley Hospital-Muhlenberg
Emergency Department in Bethlehem.
She and her husband live in Bethlehem.
◆ 1995 Antoinette McCreary is a reg-
istered nurse in the pediatric unit of the
Pocono Medical Center. She lives in East
Stroudsburg.
◆ 1995 Lisa Perry is a registered nurse
at Good Shepherd Rehabilitation
Hospital. She lives in Bath.
◆ 1995 Joyce Smicker is a relief charge
registered nurse in the alzheimer’s unit
at Cedarbrook County Home in
Allentown. She is also a 1974 NCC grad-
uate in the general education program.
Joyce lives in Allentown.
◆ 1996 Lisa Mertz works in maternal
child health specializing in acute care
pediatrics, labor and delivery, newborn
nursery, and office care for ob/gyn spe-
cialty, including infertility. Lisa lives in
Easton.
◆ 1996 Michelle Peechatka is a pedi-
atric private duty nurse. She lives in
Stroudsburg.
◆ 1996 Alan Pride is a rehabilitation
nurse at Good Shepherd Rehabilitation
Hospital. He lives in East Stroudsburg.
◆ 1996 JoAnn Preen is a medical/sur-
gical registered nurse. She intends to
pursue a bachelor of science degree in
nursing and possibly get into education
as a clinical educator. She lives in Easton.
◆ 1996 Wanda Tripp is a coordinator
of services for Clearview Clinical
Services. She and her husband,Mike, live
in Bath.
◆ 1997 Tracey (Franges) Catera is

employed at St. Luke’s Hospital as a reg-
istered nurse in the medical/surgical
unit. Tracey lives in Bethlehem.
◆ 1997 Teresa Heller lives in
Saylorsburg and works as a flight nurse,
part of a three-person crew, including
the pilot and a paramedic.Her typical 12-
hour-shift day involves the transport of
critically ill patients, as well as respond-
ing to emergency calls.
◆ 1997 Katrina Segreaves works as a
community health nurse for the
Allentown Health Bureau. She is also a
dialysis nurse for Palmer Dialysis.
Katrina lives in Phillipsburg, N.J.
◆ 1998 Ronald R. Vergara has
returned to his studies, pursuing a bach-
elor of science degree in biotechnology.
Ronald lives in Kunkletown.
◆ 1999 Stacey Reamer is employed at
Doylestown Hospital in the open heart
unit.
◆ 2000 Diane Ankrom works part-
time at St. Luke’s Hospital in the pul-
monary unit. She lives in Bethlehem.
◆ 2000 Breese Echols is a registered
nurse at St. Luke’s Hospital in the moth-
er/baby unit. Breese lives in Bethlehem.
◆ 2000 Donna Formica-Wilsey is an
emergency room staff nurse at Sacred
Heart Hospital in Allentown. She lives in
Quakertown.
◆ 2000 Mei MacHarrie is a staff nurse
on the telemetry floor of Easton
Hospital. She lives in Easton.
◆ 2000 Jaime L. Peters is a registered
nurse at St. Luke’s Hospital in the med-
ical/surgical, trauma and nephrology
departments. Jaime is a resident of
Easton.
◆ 2000 Sharon Price is employed by
ManorCare as a relief supervisor-charge
nurse on the 3 to 11 shift. She lives in
Easton.
◆ 2000 Stacey Schmoyer works as a

registered nurse at Ridgecrest-LifePath.
She lives in Northampton.
◆ 2000 Lori Vlamis is a registered
nurse in the emergency department of
the Pocono Medical Center. She lives in
Stroudsburg.
◆ 2001 Janeen Evans is an emergency
room registered nurse at Easton
Hospital. Janeen also lives in Easton.
◆ 2001 Richard Walk works at St.
Luke’s Hospital. His wife, Susan, (’92 reg-
istered nursing) works for the
Bethlehem VNA Hospice. They live in
Nazareth.

SECRETARIAL SCIENCE
LEGAL

◆ 1972 Sandra Alercia Vulcano is a
vital records registrar and an Easton
School District Director. She has an avid
interest in local government and com-
munity affairs. Sandra lives in Easton
with her husband, Pat.
◆ 1978 Lisa J. Bartholomew is an
estate administrator/income tax prepar-
er. She has an avid interest in local gov-
ernment and community affairs. Lisa
lives in Freemansburg.

SECRETARIAL SCIENCE
MEDICAL

◆ 1974 Patti R. (Richardson) Larsen
is an administrative aide at Clemson
University in Clemson, S.C. She and her
husband, Miguel, live in Clemson, S.C.
◆ 1976 Nancy-Jo (Bubba) Bruno is
employed by Easton Cardiovascular
Associates in Easton as a medical secre-
tary. She and her husband,Anthony, live
in Bethlehem. They have two children:
Dante and Anthony.

A L U M N I  N O T E S A L U M N I  N O T E S

SOCIAL WORK

◆ 1997 Sandra Diaz-Thomas graduat-
ed summa cum laude from Cedar Crest
College with a bachelor’s degree in
social work.After more than eight years
of active duty, she is a reservist with the
United States Navy. She describes her
position as development director at
Samuel M. Miller Memorial Blood Center
as her “dream job.” Sandra lives with her
husband, Nelson, and their son, Brenden.

SPORT MANAGEMENT

◆ 1997 Michelle Lynn Kucheruck is
employed by Citadel Communications as
an assistant business manager. Citadel
Communications is the owner of WLEV
and WCTO radio stations in the Lehigh
Valley. They have 42 locations around
the country and own over 150 stations in
the mid-sized markets. Michelle has
been in the Lehigh Valley for over a year.
She enjoys her work tremendously.
Michelle lives in Bethlehem.

TRAVEL/TOURISM

◆ 1999 Colleen Alice Anderson is a
corporate marketing representative at
Sun International in New York City. She
lives in Brooklyn, N.Y.

TRUCK DRIVING

◆ 1996 Carl Dodson is retired from
Rowe International in Whippany, N.J.
where he worked for 31 years. He is
very interested in local government and
community affairs. Carl lives in Portland.
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LOVE
Northampton Style

LOOKING FOR LOVE

Our next issue of Northampton magazine will be themed Love at Northampton.We are
looking for grads who met at the college and later married.We’d also like to include

unique marriage proposals of alums, faculty, & staff, and folks whose love of NCC runs so
deep that several family members attended.

If you have something to contribute, please call or email Marianne Atherton at 
610-861-5475; email address: matherton@northampton.edu.
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and Chris’ clumber spaniel, Buddy, are
now part of the family that occupies an
old stone farmhouse, in Lower Saucon.
The house, which sits on six acres of
property, was originally built in the late
1800s, was remodeled in the 1940s,
after a fire, and again seven years ago
when Diane and Chris doubled its size.

But don’t let the house fool you
into thinking that Diane and Chris are
homebodies. Travel is in their blood —
starting with their first trip: two weeks
in Turkey. Together they’ve enjoyed
Sumatra, Malaysia, Morocco, and most
European countries, including Italy, the
site of their honeymoon and most
recent adventure — a walking tour of
Tuscany last fall. To celebrate her 40th
birthday, Diane went solo to Tibet and
Nepal to later hook up with Chris in
Thailand.

If their life together sounds like a
charmed existence, to a certain extent it
is — but one that is borne of hard
work, dedication to community and a
sense of obligation to ‘give back’
because of all they’ve been given.

As a young woman with no politi-
cal experience, Diane was first elected
district justice in 1980, beating an
incumbent attorney for the post. She
had returned to the Lehigh Valley after
graduating from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, giving up a lifelong dream
of going to law school after becoming
seriously ill with a thyroid problem.

Chris took over the helm of Martin
Guitar in 1986 at age 30, following the
death of his grandfather. He is quick 
to admit that he was inexperienced in
running a business, particularly one that
was not doing well. Shortly before his
appointment, the company cut its work
force because production had declined
significantly. In fact, following his
grandfather’s death, there were serious
questions about whether the business
would survive.

But survive and prosper it has,
thanks in great part to Chris’ drive,
his ability to focus the company on its
strengths (steel string acoustic guitars
and strings) and his participatory 

management style. Last year was the
company’s most successful in its 
168-year history.

Chris’ management style is an 
outgrowth of the education he received
first at Northampton and later at Boston
University. His appreciation for the
quality of education he received at
Northampton and the confidence that
education gave him is one of the strong
ties he has to NCC. That bond has been
re-enforced as the college and company
have developed a strong, ongoing 
training relationship.

Diane’s ties are no less strong.
She is constantly taking non-credit
courses that range from aerobics to 
tai chi to craft classes. She is also 
currently serving as a member of the
foundation’s board of directors. “I love
the diversity of the college,” she
explains, “I never cease to be amazed
by the different array of people I meet
and in the creative, innovative ways in
which the college has become part of
the community.”

And Diane and Chris have become
part of the college community as 

well. They became members of the
foundation’s major gift recognition club,
the Cornerstone Society, in 1997. In
1998 they started an endowment 
to benefit the culinary arts and
hotel/restaurant management program.
The first guest instructor to be funded
by that endowment will work with 
students this spring. Later this summer,
the college, with underwriting support
from the Martin Foundation, will offer a
week-long seminar on creative acousti-
cal guitar design. (For information call 
1-877-543-0998.)   

While the company’s gifts tend to
be related in some direct way to flat
top, steel string acoustical guitars, Diane
and Chris’ individual giving is more 
personal — to causes and institutions
about which they care passionately.
“Financially we’ve seen how fortunate
we are,” they explain,“and that makes 
us want to do more.”

But what they appreciate most 
is each other. They still delight in 
telling the story of that fortuitous first
encounter, and they marvel at how fate
brought them together.

A MARRIAGE
MADE IN TRAFFIC COURT

B Y  S U E  K U B I K

They share a love of traveling,
reading, gourmet food, fine wines,

antique shows and an occasional movie.
She admires his sense of curiosity and
says the fact that he’s always looking at
things from a different perspective
keeps their life interesting. He says he’s
a cautious soul but he’s glad she is not.
She still is surprised by his humility and
how low key he is for a corporate CEO.
They’re both quick to admit that their
life together has been a gift and that
they are both very lucky.

How did this love story begin?
Theirs is a marriage made in traffic
court.

Chris Martin, chairman and CEO 
of the Martin Guitar Company, was 
traveling on Route 378 on his way to 
an appointment. In a hurry, he passed a
truck along the way and was given a
summons for a traffic violation by
Officer Ed Repyneck. Chris pleaded not
guilty and quickly got a hearing notice
to appear before District Justice Diane
Repyneck. Thinking the name similarity
an interesting coincidence, he appeared
to plead his case, with poster board and

matchbox cars and trucks in hand.
Chris was prepared to re-enact the
‘crime’: which he did, but not before
Diane had told him that Ed was her
cousin and offered to recuse herself.
With his props in hand, Chris was 
insistent the hearing continue. Several
days later, Chris called to ask Diane if
she’d consider having dinner with a
lawbreaker. She consented.

Three years later they were mar-
ried. They’ve been married for 11 years.
This in spite of the fact that Chris, a cat
person, had to be ‘introduced’ to dogs
by Diane. Diane’s otter hound, Harriet,

Chris and Diane Martin with their dogs, Buddy and Harriet.

Martin Guitar 
Design Workshop

August 5-9, 2002 at
Northampton Community College, Bethlehem, PA.

Design an acoustic guitar.
Take advantage of a rare opportunity to learn how it’s done 

from the experts in this innovative weeklong workshop.Tour C.F.
Martin & Company’s world-famous facilities and learn fundamental

design tips from renowned guitar maker Dale Unger.Then, create
your own three-dimensional design and have your work evaluated

by a panel of C.F. Martin & Company staff, including Martin CEO
Christian F. Martin IV.

Get creative! Best design winner receives a 
Martin X Series Guitar. Other class members receive

Backpacker guitars.
Your $950 tuition includes instruction, lab 

time, materials, lunches and an awards dinner.
Registration is limited to 15 students. Housing 

is available at an additional charge.
For more information 

or to register, call toll-free 
1-877-543-0998.
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To the visitor, it is clear that 
Martye Cohen’s office is his

inner sanctum. There are the
tools of his profession: law books, files,
medical charts (he is arguably one the
most prominent personal injury lawyers
in the Lehigh Valley) and of course,
yellow legal pads.Two glass cases 
displaying a collection of walking 
canes,“antiques,” explains Cohen,“and
each with an interesting history. I wish 
I had time to learn more about them.”

Visible through glass doors in one
corner of his paneled office is his 
collection of globes, some more than
two hundred years old. Cohen’s eyes
light up when he describes them.
“There were very few globe makers in
the early centuries, perhaps five
or six. Most globes were made in
Europe.” He selects a palm-sized
globe from 1838 and,
turning it in his hands, says,“it
really shows you the history of
the world and what it looked like
back then.”

A native of Easton, Cohen 
did his undergraduate work 
at Penn State and then went 
on to Temple Law School in
Philadelphia.A father of three, he
practices out of offices in Easton
and Allentown. Cohen has been
associated with Northampton
Community College for 10 years,
and like most local residents, he
has taken courses here. Cohen is
currently a member of the foun-
dation’s board.

One measure of Cohen’s
commitment is the Martin Cohen

Family Scholarship at the college,
established in 1995 to help those who
have a proven need for funds to meet
their necessary college expenses. He
enjoys meeting the Cohen scholars,
something he calls a “fun” experience.
He marvels at their ability to juggle 
family, jobs and schoolwork and the
experience of giving has touched him
in unusual ways.“I was shocked to 
discover, while talking to a client in
Allentown, that her son is a past 
recipient of the Cohen Family
Scholarship,” he said. “Ten years ago 
I received a check in the mail repaying
a loan I’d made to a student many years
before. I remembered him well and 
was pleased to hear from him. He’s 
married, has kids and is doing well.”

Martye Cohen appreciates art as
well as education, as witnessed by his
involvement in community programs to
provide tickets for local students to
attend shows and productions. Simply
put, says Cohen,“I just happen to like
the arts. I like to have kids involved in
the arts because I think its part of their
education.” A favorite project was
Cinema Paradiso, a former commercial
movie theater in downtown Easton that
Cohen purchased and renovated,
resulting in a world-class theater and
exhibit space.“We’re looking into 
developing it as a film center,” explained
Cohen.“We’d also like to do something
with youth as far as film is concerned.”
Although closed for the moment, the
last chapter has yet to be written on
Cinema Paradiso and Cohen is still 

looking for a winning formula.
Cohen is optimistic about 

the future of Northampton
Community College.“It is 
incredible how much people
give. For the foundation, the
secret to success is to focus on
students and make sure that we
spend our time and money on
them,” said Cohen.“After all, we’re
here to educate students, that’s
what our primary goal is — to
prepare them for the world.”

Leaning forward, and with 
a hint of gravity like you might
see in a courtroom summary,
he says,“As a foundation board
member, I want to make sure that
the money gets to the kids who
need it. I want to make sure that
there aren’t people out there
who aren’t getting the help they
need.”

PATRON’S SUPPORT
ENABLES ART TO FLOURISH

Are you a 
WHO’S WHO

at
Northampton.edu?

Be among the first to visit Northampton Community College’s
new Alumni On-line Community.You’ll be able to update

your information, tell us what you’re up to, look up old friends,
receive a permanent email address, and more!

Sign up for the community before February 14th, and you’ll be
entered to win one of three dinners for two at Hampton Winds,
the college’s gourmet restaurant.

www.northampton.edu/alumni

?
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H A P P E N I N G S

JANUARY
“Celebration of Unity,” 6 p.m.
Multimedia event honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

FEBRUARY
6 Opening of winter theatre production, “English Only Restaurant,” 1 p.m.

Hispanic Heritage programming:  “On the Road to Northampton,” 11 a.m.
15 Classical Cuisine, “Love Northampton Style,” 6 p.m.
16 Doo-Wop Live Concert, 7 p.m.
19 Motivational speaker Bryant Smith, 11 a.m.

Performance by METAMORPHOSIS, 2 p.m.(Monroe Campus)

MARCH
9 Spring Crafts Fair, 9 a.m.

Presentation by the Alianza de Mujeres Viequenes, 11 a.m.
21 Reception for Ann Ledy, creator of “Works on Paper,” 11 a.m.

APRIL
Performance by Opera Ebony, sponsored by Fleet Bank, 7 p.m.

8 Cooking demonstration by Chef-in-Residence
Poetry Reading by Juan Delgado, 11 a.m
Awards ceremony for winners of Kraus Drawing Awards, 11 a.m.

12 Opening of spring theatre production, “The Rover,” 7 p.m.
12 Casino Night to benefit the Alumni Scholarship Fund, 7 p.m.

Administrative Professionals/Secretaries Teleconference, 11:45 a.m.
29 Opening of Student Art Exhibition

MAY
2 Awards Convocation celebrating the achievements of NCC students, 3:30 p.m.
4 Women’s Chorus Concert, 8 p.m.

Springfest, Noon-5 p.m.
Collegiate Singers Concert, 8 p.m.

23 Commencement, 6:30 p.m.

Visit our web site at www.northampton.edu
For additional information and details, please call the Information Center at 610/861-5300.


